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Fàilte
Welcome to the April issue of Loch a 
Tuath News!

Many thanks for your messages of kind-
ness and support for my new role as 
editor, I am very excited to be taking over 
from Anna, who has been a fantastic edi-
tor for the last 3 years. I’m grateful for her 
continued support and encouragement, 
as well as that of the committee.

In this month’s issue we have Tong 
Recreation Association celebrating 
their 40th anniversary, As na Bailtean, 
Bowling news and a delicious pulled 
pork recipe in Oisean a’ Chòcaire. 
Mal Macleod has written a wonderful 
article about growing up in Brevig in 
the 1940s and 50s, and we have Part 
2 of the thought provoking Gaisgich 
Chuil, which focuses on the part of 
Coll where I grew up, the crossroads. 

Please keep all your suggestions, com-
ments, articles and pictures coming in, 
we value all contributions. Can I issue 
a special plea for old photographs in 
particular, as our stock is getting quite 
low. Please be assured all photos will 
be treated with the utmost care, and 
returned as soon as possible.

Over the past few weeks we have been 
treated to some spectacular shows 
of Aurora Borealis, as you can see 
from the stunning pictures featured this 
month.  We have also been fortunate 
enough to have some lovely spring 
weather recently, we have daffodils 
sprouting in Col Uarach, so all we need 
now is for the sunshine to stay!  

Wishing you all a blessed April, 

Melanie

An error in last month’s ‘Failte’ should 
have read that my ‘paternal’ great grand-
mother and Anna’s grandfather were 
brother and sister, instead of ‘maternal’.  

Cover photo of Aurora Borealis at 
St Aula’s, Gress, courtesy of Maggie 
Macleod at Impact Imagz

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: annatucker99@yahoo.co.uk
By post: 10c Upper Coll, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LT 

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible.  If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 
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As NA 
BAilteAN

Alasdair Bharrant who was Samson’s 
mother and who died at the age of 
over 100 years in her son’s home at 
Broadbay View, was the last to live in 
the original Cnoc Catriona dwellings. 
That home has now been completely 
demolished.

In more recent times two modern new 
homes were built on the Cnoc nearer 
Coll than Vatisker.

Another distinctive larger modern 
home was built recently by Mr William 
Mackenzie (Uilleam Hannah), on an 
area on the Cnoc that belongs to 
William and Chrissie, 19 Vatisker.

This labour of love was for daughter 
Joanna and her daughter Rebekah. 
Tha sinn an dòchas gum bidh sìth agus 
sonas maith agaibh anns an taigh!

Birthday Greetings

We warmly congratulate our Back/
Vatisker correspondent, Neil Murray, 
as he celebrated his eightieth birthday 
on 5th March. This was a magnificent 
and noteworthy milestone for Neil. We 
look forward to receiving many more 
years of village news from the pen of 
Niall Sheumais. 

Meal ar naidheachd agus gach bean-
nachd dhuibh.
Seo fhèin an là a dh’ordaich Dia,
Sam bi sinn suilbhir ait.

Psalm 118:24  

Contributed

Birth Announcement
Mairi and David Maclean, 
'Highbury' 2b Back, welcomed 
their second son Logan 
Maciver Maclean who was 
born on 14th December 2015 
weighing in at 8lb 13.5oz.  He 
is a little brother for Brody. 

Logan is the second grandchild 
for Norman and Nellie Maciver, 
2a Back and fifth grandchild 
for Calum and Joan Maclean, 
50 Upper Coll. Congratulations 
and good wishes go to all the family.

Coll
Congratulations

Jayne Murray, Cuan Sgith, Coll (daugh-
ter of Iain and Dene Murray) has 
graduated with distinction in Marine 
Engineering from Fleetwood Nautical 

BACk/VAtisker
Condolences
Condolences are offered to Iain and 
Catriona MacDonald and family living 
at 60b Lighthill, Back. Catriona’s father 
Donald Murdo Morrison passed away 
in Ospadal nan Eilean on 19 February 
2016.

Donald Murdo was well known in his 
native Ness as Dòmhnall Murdo na 
Càsaig of Dell Farm, a place where 
he successfully worked and showed a 
variety of farming and associated skills 
including a meal producing mill on the 
Dell River.

His wife Christine passed away in 2010 
and prior to that his only son Donald 
died at the age of twenty four years.

When age and years took their toll Donald 
Murdo felt it necessary to come and stay 
and be lovingly cared for by daughter 
Catriona at her home in Lighthill.

Donald Murdo was a respected office 
beare for thirty years in the Free Church 
in Cross and latterly in the Free Church 
(Continuing) in Dell.

Much sympathy is sent to Catriona and 
Iain and family, and to all other friends 
and family.

On the Sick List
In recent weeks several people in our 
area have been receiving hospital 
treatment, both locally and on the main-
land. All of them have happily benefited 
from their stay while receiving special-
ist care.

Ciorstaidh Anne MacArthur, 50 Back; 
Margaret Tough, 1 New Street; Iain 
Murdo Matheson, 10 Vatisker and 
Catriona Stewart, 38 Vatisker, are all at 
home and making favourable progress. 
We wish them all well.

We are also delighted to welcome 
back to Ospadal nan Eilean from the 
Queen Elizabeth University Hospital, 
Glasgow – Catriona Wilson (Catriona 
an Olaich) – who is looking remarkably 
well in spite of all she has experienced 
in the last while.

A New Home at Cnoc Catriona
Local records indicate that well over a 
hundred years ago there were at least 
seven or eight dwelling houses located 
at Cnoc Catriona. It is not known how 
this area came to be called by the name.

Katag Macleod, a daughter of Murchadh 

Campus, School of Maritime Studies in 
November 2015.   

Jayne is employed by BP and has joined 
the British Osprey as an Engineer at 
Auckland, New Zealand in February 
2016. 

She is the granddaughter of Iain Angie 
Domhnaill Brus and the late Murdag 
Sheonaidh an Alasdair and Alex and 
Chrisann MacDonald, Marybank.

Well done Jayne!

Gress
Bad News Gress Crofters!
This golden eagle has been seen 
before and has now been seen at 
the old Gress Mill waiting on the 
lambing season. It has been said 
that she could have followed Angus 
Maclennan one night coming back 
from Govig in Harris.

Condolences
Our sympathy goes to Valery and 
Ivor Ferguson and family at No 11 on 
the death of Valery’s mother Eileen 
MacDermid aged 90 years. Eileen 
was born in Lowestoft and while her 
husband John Angus MacDermid was 
stationed there they met and got mar-
ried and settled in Bunavoneader, 
Harris where she spent the rest of 
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Brody and Logan 
Maclean (Back)

Jayne Murray (Coll)

A,.s na

The birthday boy Churchill, 
Anne and all their 

grandchildren! (Tong) 

Matthew and Linda 
Fairbairn (Gress)

Clara 
Wilkinson 
(Upper Coll)

Pictures,.
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her life. We remember all the family 
members at this time.

Thanks
Thank you to our Councillors for the 
new pathway down the main road to 
the fank. It is being well used already 
and has made such a difference. 
Many thanks.

Wedding Congratulations
Matthew and Linda Fairbairn were 
married on November 28th 2015 at 
Gretna. Matthew is the son of Catriona 
Ghlen and Richard. Linda is the daugh-
ter of Iain and Chrisann Mackenzie, 
Stornoway. Heartiest congratulations 
are sent to the newlyweds.

toNG
Condolences
We extend our sincere sympathy to 
the family of Donald MacIver who died 
in Aberdeen. We remember his broth-
er Kenny at Ford View, Tong.  We also 
remember his sister Catherine Janice 
in Stornoway, his great uncle Kenneth 
MacLennan, 36 Aird Tong, and the 
extended family in the district and on 
the mainland, including his widow and 
children, at this difficult time.

The whole community of Tong was 
very sorry to hear of the passing of 
Angus Matheson (Gus), Still Waters, 
Aird Tong on 2 March 2015 at Blar 
Buidhe Care Home where he had 
been a long-time resident. Gus was 
the husband of Joan Matheson, our 
Tong correspondent, and our sym-
pathy goes out to Joan at this time 
of great sorrow. Our condolences 
also go to Joan’s son Innes, daugh-
ter Shona and her boyfriend Kevin, 
daughter Anne and her husband 
Richard and grandchildren Olivia, 
Abigail and Matthew James. We also 
remember Gus’ sisters Agnes, Kathy 
and Pat. (A. T.)

Retirement
We send our best wishes to Alasdair 
Maciver, 29 Aird Tong who recent-
ly retired.  Having spent his entire 
career at sea, serving in the Royal 
Navy, The Merchant Navy and lat-
terly with Caledonian Macbrayne.  I’m 
sure it won’t be too long til we see 
“The Larne” launched into The Loch 
a Tuath.  Of course he will be too 
busy over the next couple of months 
attending to his flock of sheep due to 
lamb. We just pray that Alasdair will 

enjoy many years of good health and 
contented retirement.

Special Birthday
Our dad, Donald Murray MacLeod, 
better known to everyone as Churchill 
recently celebrated his 70th birthday 
in January. The family celebrated his 
big day by enjoying a lovely meal 
and party with family and friends in 
the Caberfeidh Hotel. His two eldest 
grandsons who are currently based 
in Greenock managed to get home to 
join in the celebrations. Pictured (on 
page 4) is Churchill beside his birth-
day banner, and in the second picture 
he is seen with his wife Anne and their 
13 grandchildren.  We’re already plan-
ning your 80th Da!! Love from Mandy, 
Donna, Elaine and Annismarie.

Upper Coll
Retirement
Iain Macaulay, Sollas, 81 Upper Coll 
retired in March after a 37 year career 
in social work. Anne, Iain’s wife, left her 
work with HIE last June, so they will 
both be retired from April. Their son, 
Andrew, who was recently appointed 
Social Work Team Leader Children and 
Families for Lewis and Harris and his 
wife, Marianne, are expecting their first 
child in May so Iain and Anne are look-
ing forward to being grandparents for 
the first time. Marion, their daughter, 
continues to teach in the Glasgow Gaelic 
School so trips to Glasgow will be more 
frequent now.

Iain was brought up in the crofting village 
of Sollas in North Uist. He graduated in 
social work in 1981 and then worked for 
Strathclyde Regional Council for two and 
a half years as a generic social worker 
and then in Ballikinrain, a Church of 
Scotland Board of Responsibility ‘List 
D School’, as a Residential Child Care 
Officer, before moving home to Uist in 
1985 when he was appointed as Senior 
Social Worker with Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar. A busy few years followed; Marion 
and Andrew were born, a new house 
built, the croft in Grenitote stocked with 
40 sheep and Iain was also appointed 
to a new position of Area Manager for all 
social work services in Uist and Barra. 

In 1994 Iain began 3 years of commut-
ing to Stornoway on a weekly basis, 
acting as Assistant Director before being 
appointed as Depute Director in 1997. It 
was at this time that the family made the 
big move to leave North Uist for Lewis, 
settling in Upper Coll, initially renting No 
4 Upper Coll, then belonging to Rev. Ivor 

Martin, whom Iain knew as a friend and 
fellow student from their Aberdeen days 
together at Robert Gordon’s.

In 2007, Iain was appointed as the 
Comhairle’s Chief Social Work Officer 
and the following year appointed as 
the Director of the newly formed Social 
and Community Services Dept. which 
carried responsibility for a wide range 
of services including social work com-
munity care, social work criminal justice, 
sport and health, archaeology, libraries, 
museums , community education and 
adult learning. 

Iain has seen many changes throughout 
his career in all sections of social work. 
The following few examples highlight 
that there have been some significant 
positive developments - protecting chil-
dren and the importance of  hearing 
the voice of the children, establishing 
external inspection agencies to monitor 
standards of care, supporting our older 
people to remain at home for as long as 
possible, closure of long stay  learning 
disability and mental health hospitals on 
the mainland,  improvement in the qual-
ity of our homes through improvement 
grants and Care and Repair, the use of 
technology such as Faire , community 
service from the Court as an alterna-
tive to custody, and more recently, the 
integration of the health and social care 
agenda.

Iain said that it had been a privilege to 
have worked in the public sector for so 
long, with 30 years working throughout 
the Western Isles and that providing 
these various and broad range of ser-
vices would not have been possible 
without the support and commitment 
of staff across the Comhairle, and also 
from external partner agencies such as 
the NHS, Police and the Third Sector 
and independent sector.

Iain is now looking forward to doing other 
things,including being a grandparent, 
more frequent visits to Uist and Glasgow 
to see family and friends and, while 
good health allows him, some days of 
other work so that he won’t be getting in 
Anne’s way too much!

The very best wishes of the community 
are sent to Iain for a long and well – 
earned retirement and we hope he and 
Anne enjoy much quality time together, 
enjoying the freedom to spend time 
together and with family and friends and 
on other projects. 

Get Well Wishes
Mrs Margaret Macmillan, 1Upper Coll, is 
now home from hospital recovering from 
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surgery for a replacement knee and she 
is recovering well after her operation. 
Now that spring is in the air, we hope that 
there will be good weather for walking 
practice and that Margaret will continue 
to make good progress.

We are glad to report that Peggy Maciver 
(Peggy Chaluim Dan a’ Pheel), 15 Upper 
Coll, is home from Raigmore hospital 
and we hope that she is getting stronger 
every day. We hope that Calum Dan’s 
cooking will be helping her!

Rev Barbara Morrison,46 Upper Coll, is 
in hospital at the time of writing and we 
hope she is also feeling better.

Our very best wishes go to the three ladies.

Birthday Greetings
Birthday greetings are sent to Seonag 
Thompson (Seonag a’ Ghladstone), 40 
Upper Coll, on the occasion of her 95th 
birthday on 28 March. Seonag is still able 
to be taken shopping once a week and 
she attends church regularly. The very 

best wishes of the community are sent to 
Seonag on this milestone birthday.

New Baby
Recently, Kenny and Ishbel Maciver, 11 
Upper Coll became grandparents, and 
now Anna and Colin Tucker next door 
at 10c Upper Coll have joined them as 
new grandparents. Clara Millie Macleod 
Wilkinson was born to their daughter 
Marni and her husband Ronnie, on 2 
March 2016, in Edinburgh. We wish the 
new wee family well.

Fundraising hard in order to attend the 
World Pipe Band Championships this 
August, the Lewis Pipe Band continues 
their series of events with a concert in 
An Lanntair on the 23rd of April, show-
casing the musical talents of the Band 
themselves, as well as a wealth of 
other local musical talent home-grown 
in the Islands.

The Band, as a registered char-
ity, relies entirely on public support to 
keep the band in existence as one of 
Stornoway’s oldest community organi-
sations. The concert sees musicians 
come together to support the fund-
raising efforts of the Band members.

Entitled “Ar Turas”, meaning “Our 
Journey”, the concert signifies how 
far the band have come in recent 
years, and promises to be a night 
filled with local musical influence 
and direction. In just 4 short years, 
the Lewis Pipe Band have gone 
from being a non-competing band, 
to being featured heavily in competition prize lists, 
including being crowned Cowal Champions in 2013, 
and being runner up at the World Pipe Band 
Championships in 2015, and now currently com-
petes in Grade 3A.

MC for the evening’s entertainment is Dr John 
Smith, and joining the stage with the Band are the 
Nicolson Institute Pipe Band, Anna Murray & Alex 
Tearse, Jane Hepburn & Andrew Yearley, Tong 
Choir, Mackinnon Dancers, and Caitlin Mackenzie, 

all of whom have kindly donat-
ed their time to help raise much needed Band funds.

Tickets are on sale from An Lanntair, priced at £12, 
and £8 concession.

Kind Regards,

Sandy Gomez

Lewis Pipe Band

Registered Charity - SCO22972

Lewis Pipe Band 
- Ar Turas

LATN April 2016.indd   6 24/03/2016   08:39:29



7

Looking Back and Looking Forward – Loch a Tuath Editors
Anna Tucker and Melanie MackayAnna Tucker and Melanie Mackay

A Backward Look – Anna 

Towards the end of 2012, 
I joined the committee of 
Loch a Tuath News as 
Upper Coll Correspondent. 
A few months later, Angus 
Morrison relinquished his 
role as Editor. As seems to 
happen with Loch a Tuath 
News Editors, no one 
applied to replace Angus 
and I agreed, with some 
trepidation, to take over 
his role. I thus took over 
as editor three years and thirty three issues ago. It is hard to believe that length of time has passed.

It has to be said that I have thoroughly enjoyed my time as editor and I have made many friends in person and by email along the way, locally, nationally and internation-ally. I found it particularly gratifying that we are keeping an important link with ‘home’ for those readers no longer living on the island. It was also good to hear readers say they how much they enjoyed the news items in in the magazine and commented on particular articles.
It was always exciting to receive articles and see what surprises were in my inbox, and over these three years, what a variety of news and stories have been covered. To all those who contributed articles I give my thanks. I am 

also particularly grateful to the village correspondents, to Rev Calum Iain Macleod, Angus Macdonald (anns a’ Gharradh), D.A. (Cab) Stewart for Football and Bowls news and Cathie Macleod who compiles Back in Time, for their faithful thirty three contributions. And of course there would be no magazine without readers so to all you out there, whether in Back, Wellington or Colchester, another big thank you for supporting Loch a Tuath News.
An unsung hero, I feel, is Helen Smith who does a fan-tastic job of typesetting, and with whom I was in constant touch for about a week every month as we got the layout finalised. Helen is indeed a lynchpin of the magazine, 
During my stint as editor, I have strived to maintain and where possible improve the high standards of my pre-decessors. The innovation of four permanent pages in colour began in 2014 and I think the injection of colour makes the publication more attractive. In 2014 and 2015 we were shortlisted for Community Magazine of the Year, a great accolade for a small community.

However, as in all things, there has to be change. I now look forward to spending time with my very new grand-daughter, delving further into the Coll /Back/ Vatisker side of my family tree and if this spring and summer is kinder than last, doing more work in our garden in Upper Coll.
I wish Melanie well in her tenure as editor. If you have been toying with putting pen to paper, she will be delight-ed to receive your contributions. 

Looking Forward – Melanie

If you had told me this time last year that I would be 
Editor of the Loch a Tuath News, I would never have 
believed it! I will admit that when the opportunity was pre-
sented to me a few months ago, I couldn’t picture myself 
doing it, but cue an encouraging (and persistent) Editor 
and Committee – and here I am!  

As most of you will know, I was brought up at 28a Coll 
(nighean Simon), and I now live in Upper Coll with my 
husband Innes and our two children.

After secondary education at the Nicolson Institute, I then 
studied Gaelic Language and Culture. After graduating 
I worked until 2013, then I gave up my employment to 
raise our family. The youngest is now aged 3 and at nurs-
ery, so I felt it was a good a time as any to take on the 
post. Family life is busy, as any mother knows, but I am 
very fortunate to have a great support network, which is 
invaluable when taking on a new challenge such as this. 
I have very big boots to fill though, as I’m sure you will 
all agree, Anna has done a wonderful job over the last 3 
years as Editor, and we all wish her well in her exciting 
new family chapter as a Granny! Thankfully she is still 
staying on board with us, for which I am very thankful, 

as no doubt I’ll be looking to her for assistance pretty 
regularly!

It has amazed me to see just how much work goes 
on behind the scenes of Loch a Tuath News, and the 
Committee are to be commended for this. From sub-
scriptions to advertising, there is a power of work going 
on to get each issue out on the shelves.  Please continue 
to show them your support.

Loch a Tuath News is an 
institution, and it is you, 
the community, who keep 
it going by submitting all 
your ideas, articles and 
pictures. Please contin-
ue to do so, items can 
be submitted to either 
myself or any of the 
committee members.  

Here’s to the next 
chapter of the Loch a 
Tuath News, I look for-
ward to sharing it with you all.
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From the Manse
Easter Reflections
Two thousand years later, the empty tomb of the first 
Easter Sunday continues to be a topic of conversation 
for many.

At a dinner party given by a high profile Christian QC the 
table talk centred on the Christian Faith, especially the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

Sitting up straight and placing his finger-tips together, 
assuming a judicial position, and speaking with a quiet 
emphasis that brought an air of silence to the table, the 
QC said:

‘We as Christians, are asked to take a very great deal 
on trust; the teachings, for example of Jesus and his 
miracles. If we had to take all on trust, I for one should 
be sceptical. The crux of the problem whether Jesus was, 
or was not, what he proclaimed himself to be must surely 
depend upon the truth or otherwise of the last and final 
and greatest miracle, the resurrection.’

He paused for a moment and went on:

‘On that greatest point we are not merely asked to have 
faith.  In its favour as living truth there exists such over-
whelming evidence, positive and negative, factual and 
circumstantial, that no intelligent jury in the world, examin-
ing the evidence, could fail to pronounce a verdict that the 
resurrection story is absolutely true.’

The words of Luke 24:5-6 continue to resonate as we 
recall the gospel dynamic of Easter, ‘Why do you seek 
the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen.’

A missionary and his colleagues were once observing 
a great religious parade in India. A bone of Buddha had 
apparently been found and was being presented to the 
city with fanatical fervour.  Thousands prostrated them-
selves before the sacred relic, bowing themselves in the 
dust.  

The missionary, turning to his friend, remarked, ‘What a 
striking evidence is this of the difference between the two 
faiths. If any part of the body of Jesus was to be found it 
would cause not rejoicing but dismay, for it would show 
that he had not risen form the dead.’

I serve a risen Saviour, He's in the world today;
I know that He is living, Whatever men may say;
I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer,
And just the time I need 
Him, He's always near.

He lives, He lives, Christ 
Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and He 
talks with me, 
Along life's narrow way.
He lives, He lives, salva-
tion to impart!
You ask me how I know 
He lives:
He lives within my heart.
(Alfred Ackley)

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during April 2016 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 3 April
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod
11am:   Rev Donald A Macdonald   (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 10 April
11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
11am:   Mr Iain Mackinnon     (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
Sunday 17 April
11am:   Rev Robert Sinclair
11am:   Rev Kenneth M Ferguson  (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Kenneth M Ferguson
Sunday 24 April
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod
11am:   Rev Donald A Macdonald   (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod 

Tong Mission House
Sunday 3 April
11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
Sunday 10 April
6pm:   Mr Iain Mackinnon     (Gaelic)
Sunday 17 April

11am:  Mr Alex Macritchie
Sunday 24 April
6pm:  Mr Neil Murray   
      (Gaelic)

April Service Times 
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Mal Macleod looks back on growing up in Brevig, and remem-
bers fondly the village and neighbours of his childhood.  

Recently, whilst standing in the car park above Brevig Harbour 
in the village where I was born and spent my formative years, 
I suddenly realised that  if  I were to go and knock at any of 
the doors in my line of vision, the person responding would not 
know me; neither would I know them!  It brought home to me, 
as nothing else in recent memory has, how the neighbourhood 
has evolved, and how the families and homes that were once 
as familiar to me as my own, have gone, and in some cases 
not even their descendants are left. 

Reminiscing, I recalled the people who played such a sig-
nificant part in my formative years. As in any small and close 
knit community there were some characters and eccentrics 
amongst them, but all of them were people, who with hind-
sight, taught me many of the important lessons of growing up. 
I may not have realised it at the time but they were the people 
who helped mould my personality, and to an extent made me 
what I became as an adult. 

Although at the time that I write about, the house on the croft 
at No 30, where the Macphail family now live in their new 
home, was a ruin with only poured concrete walls remaining, 
it still holds many memories. It was the play house where 
we spent many hours climbing its walls, had our secret dens 

where we lit bonfires and cooked winkles and mussels from 
the shore, and generally mucked about! My father’s uncle, 
John Morrison (An Cooks), was the second tenant of the croft. 
He married Peggy the daughter of the first tenant, Ruaraidh 
Iain, and they made their home there. He died from an illness 
contracted during the First World War, and shortly afterwards 
the family emigrated to Detroit where their descendants still 
live. The croft was then bought by Alasdair Beag Macdonald 
– an uncle of Sandy Tully – but, apart from one son who emi-
grated to New Zealand, the rest of the family died, and the 
house was allowed to fall into disrepair. 

Taigh Chalum El, No 27, was nearest inhabited house to the 
shore where we children spent as much time as possible dur-
ing the long summer days and, consequently, was often a port 
of call, either on the way there or back. A sweet or a biscuit 
would always be on offer so visiting was no hardship! I have 
no recollection of Calum El or his wife, but seem to recall that 
his was the first funeral that registered in my memory – a pro-
cession of black clad men carrying the coffin comes to mind 
- but I might be mistaken and it could have been of someone 
else. Their son Alex, and his two sisters Annie and Catherine, 
were the occupiers of the house and croft: the uncle and aunts 
of Calum Iain Bhruce (Duff) and his sister Jessie, and of Mary 
Jean Sonny. They were a happy go lucky trio, and kind and 
generous to us always. 

Alex was a weaver, and for most of the time was busy on his 
loom which was situated in a lean-to shed at the gable 
end of the house, looking down to the shore. However, at 
times the monotony of the weaving became too much and 
he would pay one his periodic visits to Stornoway where 
he was known to overindulge in a glass or two. But he was 
an amiable drunk and never caused any trouble – rather 
he pulled our legs by exaggerating his lack of sobriety and 
playing to his audience. The next morning saw him back 
at his loom fresh as a daisy! Annie was a semi invalid and 
mostly housebound, but was never idle. She was Alex’s 
bobbin winder. That was where I saw the first bicycle that 
was converted to wind the weft bobbins for the loom and 
very ingenious it was too. It predated the conventional weft 
winding machines and was effective but labour intensive. 
Catriona looked after the practicalities – peats and croft 
work, and was always bustling about making sure that eve-
rything was to hand. 

In the late fifties or early sixties another brother, Calum, and 
his wife Winnie relocated from London where they had lived 

Growing up in Brevig in the 1940s and 

L-R Mairead Chalum, Pegag, Bean Roddy, on Lorry Alan, John Murdo, Nomie

Brevig Harbour

LATN April 2016.indd   10 24/03/2016   08:39:41



11

and took up residence in one half the house. 
I don’t remember much about them as I had 
moved away by then, but think they stayed 
there until Calum died and Winnie went back 
to London.

Moving along the road to 22 to Taigh 
Tharmoid Alasdair. (The house numbers 
in Brevig are a postman’s nightmare – no 
numbers in sequence there. The crofts are 
in numerical order, but the corresponding 
houses were built on the first available 
site next to the road, irrespective of their 
proximity to the croft).  My first recollec-
tions of 22 are that two families also lived 
there – in opposite ends of the house. 
Tarmod Alasdair, his son Coinneach with 
his family, also his daughter Mary in one 
end and his daughter Peggy with her 
family in the other. Mary was in service on the main-
land for most of the time and consequently spent 
little time in Brevig. She eventually married a farmer 
from the Black Isle and made her home there. (One 
recollection about Mary’s wedding: I was the ‘mes-
sage boy’ for the village at that time and one of my 
tasks was to go the post office with the telegrams 
that were sent to people  who got married on the 
mainland. Those were usually very witty and clever, 
and I still remember the one sent to Mary from the 
Macivers of Cnoc Catriona – she got married on 
Thanksgiving Day at the end of November, and 
the telegram just said “Congratulations, it’s a real 
thanksgiving day today for you Mary”. Possibly a bit 
of envy there!? 

Eventually Peggy, with her husband Angus and their 
family, moved along the road to live at 28, leaving 
Tarmod, who died soon afterwards, and Coinneach and 
family as the sole occupiers.  Coinneach was married 
to Mairead Chalum a’ Bhaird from 35, and they had 
one son, Calum, who was a few years younger than I, 
but whom I got to know better when we both worked 
in Glasgow in the early sixties. Coinneach was also a 
weaver – as were so many in those days – but after-
wards obtained employment in Stornoway and worked 
there until retirement. After Mairead died at a relatively 
early age he went to live in sheltered accommodation 
in Stornoway, leaving the house empty. By that 

time, Calum had married 
and made his home in 
Glasgow so the house 
and croft were sold, and 

although the new owner did 
spend some time there ini-
tially, it is now rented out.

There were two homes 
on croft 25 when I was 
growing up. In the origi-
nal house lived Dòmnhall 
an Uilleam (Da-al) and his 
daughter Peggy (Pegag). 
His youngest daughter 
Ciorstag, with her husband 
Tarmod Neilan from Buaile 
Nan Ochd, and their family 
stayed across the road in 
their home which was also 
known as number 25 (at 
least for postal purposes). 

Da-al was, without any doubt, the best known and most prolific small 
line fisherman on the east coast of Lewis during his lifetime, and was 
at sea most days of the year. This was in the days before East Coast 
trawlers were allowed into our waters to decimate the fish stocks, when 
Broad Bay (Loch a Tuath) still teemed with fish, and large catches – 
predominantly haddock – were landed daily. Those men not only fished 
in Broad Bay, but often ventured as far north as the Butt of Lewis in 
their open boats with no covered shelter, and nothing but a sail, an 
outboard engine and sturdy oars to help them along. Da-al owned a 
succession of boats during those years, but memory tells me that they 
were all named “Seamrag” (Shamrock) and painted white with blue 
trim. His crew were mostly neighbours, and one of the highlights of our 
evenings was to go down to the shore, help pull up the boat to the hard 
shingle (this was in the days before Brevig Harbour was constructed), 
and be given a small share of the day’s catch as a reward! I can also 
recall my fascination whilst watching Pegag bait the hooks of the small 
line with bits of mackerel or mussels, and lay each one down so pre-
cisely in the Sgul Iasg to allow the line to flow out smoothly when cast 
from the boat. It was a skill in itself!   

Da-al was the grandfather of Murdina, who along with Andrew and 
Catriona from 28, were my childhood pals, and her father, Tarmod 
Neilan, was often part of the crew when home on leave from the 
Merchant Navy. Her eldest brother Donald (Goy) who was also a mer-
chant seaman would also crew when on leave, and the custom carries 
on to this day. Murdina’s youngest brother Nomie still fishes in Broad 
Bay most days, her older brother Iain (Piseag) who was one of the best 
football players ever to play in the island (and could have progressed 
much further afield had he wished) was also a keen fisherman before 
old football injuries took their toll on his mobility, her son Neil enjoys his 
fishing trips, and her grandson Andrew, has become the latest member 
of the family to uphold the fishing tradition. 

It is interesting to remember that it was Ciorstag who officially opened 
the new Brevig Harbour when it was built, honouring the family’s con-
nection with that fishing tradition. It was a proud moment for them. The 
other members of Ciorstag’s family were my good friend Calum Iain 
who died at far too young an age, and Mary Joan, who like most of 
the girls of her generation left Brevig for employment on the mainland 
where she eventually married and raised her own family.

For part of the time that I write about there were five occupied “black 
houses – taighean dubh” in the village. Those at 32 , 29, 28, and 24 I 
recall vividly, for I spent much time in them; the other at 26, although 
our own closest neighbour, I barely remember, as the Stewarts’ “taigh 
geal” was built in the late forties and the family relocated there. 

Part 2 of ‘Growing up in Brevig in the 1940s and 50s’ will continue in 
the next issue.

Mal air bord Seamrag

50s – Part 1

Mal building peatstack
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John Neil Macrae, 25 Coll
The small community at Coll 
Crossroads endured much 
sorrow during WW1, none 
more so than the house-
hold of John and Mary 
Macrae. This couple 
had already experienced 
adversity even before 
the war had begun - two 
daughters and a son died 
prematurely at the end of the 
nineteenth century. Three of their 
remaining sons answered the call but sadly two did not 
return. The youngest of the three, John Neil, served with 
the Seaforth Highlanders and was killed at the Battle of the 
Somme on 14 July 1916 aged 19 years. He has no known 
grave and his name is one of the 72,000 inscribed on the 
Thiepval Memorial to The Missing of the Somme in France.  

Donald Macrae, 25 Coll
Domhnall 'an a' Crath, the 

oldest son of John and 
Mary Macrae, was killed 
in action on 16 August 
1918 aged 28 years. He 
was a sergeant with the 
43rd Canadian Infantry 
(Manitoba Regiment) 

and is commemorated on 
the Vimy Memorial at Pas 

de Calais in France. Before 
he joined up he was a policeman 

and lived at Fort William, Ontario. The third brother Angus 
also served with the Canadians and survived the war. A 
sister Isabella, who was unmarried, lived to an advanced 
age at the old family home. Kenneth, the youngest of 
the family, was married to Margaret Graham, 41 Gress 
(Maggie an t-Sailor) and their son John Angus, Stornoway 
(Shandy) and daughter Mary Ann Mackinnon, School 
Road are the closest relations today.

Alexander Munro, 25 Coll
Alexander was the son of Malcolm and Catherine Munro 
and was a first cousin of the aforementioned John Neil 
and Donald Macrae. He served with the RNR and was 
one of twenty eight men lost on 8 December 1916 
aboard SS Conch which was sunk by a U-boat in the 
English Channel. Aged 35 years, he was married to Annie 
Macleod, 42 Coll (a sister of John (Dàrraidh), Iseabail, 2 
Back (Bean Mhurchaidh Diog) and Annie Kelly, Lancashire). 
Their only son was Angus (Aonghas Adaidh) who con-
tinued to live at the old family home. Alexander's widow 
later married Rev Roderick Mackenzie who was the Free 
Church minister at Back from 1910 to 1946. Aonghas 
Adaidh's sons Alexander and John live in Leith today.

John Smith, 26 Coll
John was born at 24 North Tolsta, one of thirteen in the fam-
ily of John and Bess Smith. His elder sister Kirsty married 

Murdo Graham, 41 
Back (Tiffian - a brother 
of Sailor and Braggart) 
who was killed in action 
in France in 1914. John 
came to live at 26 Coll 
when he married Mary, 
the daughter of Andrew 
and Isabella Stewart. 
He served with the RNR 
and died in hospital on 
30 October 1918 aged 
30 years, having been 
invalided home. He was 
the last man in the Loch 
a Tuath district to die 
before the Armistice on 
11 November and was buried at Gress. His daughter 
Isabella married Rev Murdo Murray, North Tolsta who min-
istered at Carloway and Knock. His son John proceeded to 
higher education and married Magda Mackay of Edinburgh. 
Isabella's daughters Mary and Isabella who live in Point and 
Barvas respectively are the closest relations today.

John MacDonald, 27 Coll
Iain Dhomnaill 'an Mhoir, the son 

of Donald and Christina 
MacDonald, served with 

the Royal Naval Reserve 
and was one of fifty 
three men killed when 
his ship HMS Seagull 
sank after a collision 
with another vessel 
in the Firth of Clyde 
on 30 September 
1918. His body was 

not recovered. Aged 
37 years, he was prede-

ceased in 1915 by his wife 
Kenina Stewart (a sister of 

Heech and am Pocaid); their only 
son, Kenneth (Bunad) was orphaned when aged just five 
years. Kenneth later married Christina Macrae, 33 Back 
and brought up their son John and daughter Janet at 27 
Coll. With the passing of Iain Bunad in July 2015 the last 
family ties with this address have ended. John's sisters 
included Margaret Martin, 58 Back (Bean Dhubaill) and 
Marion Graham, Catherine Hill (Bean Ruaraigean) - their 
grandchildren are the closest local relations today. 

George MacDonald, 29 Coll
George (mac Sheòrais Phortair), the son of George and 
Jane MacDonald, served as a lance-corporal with the 
Seaforth Highlanders and was killed in action on 20 
November 1915 aged 19 years. He is buried in Sucrerie 
Military Cemetery in France. He was one of ten in the fam-
ily - three sisters and one brother died in infancy. His older 
brother John was a lieutenant with Ross Mountain Battery 
and survived the war. Another brother Alexander was 
killed in a railway accident in Canada in the same week as 

Gaisgich Chuil - The Fallen of Coll 1914 - 1919
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George was lost. Their sister Katie 
Bell, who lived to the age of 103 
years, married Donald Stewart 
(Dòmhnall a' Charagain) and 
raised their family at 29 Coll: 
Kirsty Mary died young, 
Dòmhnall Alasdair who was 
married at 28 Upper Coll 
was headmaster at Back 
School 1990-2000, George 
was married in Stornoway 
and Jane who was unmar-
ried lived in the old fam-
ily home. The last members 
of teaghlach Dhòmhnaill a' 
Charagain - Seòras and Sìne - 
passed away in 2015. 

Murdo Macleod, 30 Coll 
The circumstances surrounding the death of Murdo 
Macleod are poignantly similar to those of his neigh-
bour, the aforementioned John MacDonald. Murdo (mac 
Mhurchaidh Tailleir), the son of Murdo and Catherine 
Macleod, served with the Royal Naval Reserve and was 
drowned in the Iolaire Disaster of 1 January 1919. His 
body was not recovered. Aged 37 years, he was the wid-
ower of Annie Macleod, 33 Aird Tong who predeceased 
him in 1915; their only daughter Angusina later married 
Kenneth Maciver, 10 Upper Coll (Tòmas Dharais) and 

moved to Grimsby. Murdo's brother Donald served with 
the Canadians and survived the war. His sister Mary mar-
ried Hugh Maclennan, 15 Coll; their son Alexander (Ailig 
Uisdean) is his closest local relation. Murdo was a first 
cousin of Mary Maclean (Bean Ruaraidh 'an Dhòmhnaill) 
whose grand-daughter Mary Macintosh (Mairi Jessie) 
lives at 30 Coll today.

Norman Maciver, 34 Coll
The youngest in the family of eleven of Murdo and Marion 
Maciver, Norman who was aged 43 years served with the 
RNR and was lost at sea when his ship HMS Newmarket 
was sunk by a U-boat in the Mediteranean on 17 July 
1917. The death toll of sixty three included three other 
Lewismen - Donald Maciver, 17 North Tolsta was among 
them. Norman was twice married and twice widowed. 
Marion was the only daughter from his first marriage to 
Margaret Graham, 60 Coll and Margaret was the daugh-
ter from his second marriage to Isabella Maciver, 28 Coll. 
While Margaret was unmarried, Marion and her husband 
James Murray (Seumas a' Ghobha) raised their fam-
ily of two daughters and four sons at 52 Vatisker; Mary 
Anne died as a child, the late Margaret (Mrs Gray) lived 
in Glasgow, Neil lives at The Anvil, Vatisker, Dr Duncan 
Murray is in Canada, Dr Norman Murray initially lived in 
Stornoway and is now in Aberdeen and the late Angus 
(Priogaisean) built a home on the croft at 34 Coll where 
his daughter Angela Gallagher resides today.

Outend Coll in 1963
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Sgoil a’ Bhac
Dun Berisay Artwork
Dun Berisay care home recently asked the school if they 
would be willing to provide some children’s art work to dis-
play in their newly painted corridors. EP1/2 were only too 
delighted to oblige! Here are the children whose work was 
chosen, with their pieces of art work. The class plan to visit 

Dun Berisay next term.

Next month’s issue of
Loch a Tuath News will
feature a Mod Special
showcasing all our 
prizewinners!

Don’t miss it!

Last month G6/7 ran the Scholastic Book 
Fair. This was an enterprise project which enabled the 
pupils to run the Book Fair as a business. The aim was 
to teach the pupils about the world of work by letting 
them plan, and run the Book Fair.

Through this enterprise the pupils were encouraged 
to demonstrate responsibility, show initiative and use 
problem-solving skills by taking on a specific job within 
the running and planning of the Book Fair. They were 
given job profiles and were invited to

 
apply for the jobs that interested them by submitting an 
application form, CV and a cover letter.  They then had 
to be interviewed for the positions. 

Pupils also ran various games and competitions 
throughout the week related to the theme which was 
space. The competition winners were Kelsey Gillies 
P1-3 category, Calum Macrae P4-5 category and 
Alexander Macleod P6-7 category.

Over the week pupils and parents visited the Book Fair 
and bought books. The sales total was £618.02 which 
took our total commission to £309.01 which will be 
spent on books and resources.

Scholastic Book Fair

Customers at the Book Fair

Some of the prize-winners

EP1-2 Dun Berisay Art work

Sgoil Araich Loch a Tuath went out on a walk around the
community. They saw a lot of interesting things.
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Na Bancairean!
Bha clas 3,4 agus 5 ag ionnsachadh mar a làimh-sicheadh iad airgead agus ruith sinn stàile airson Latha na Mathraichean.

Chuir sinn prìs air na rudan a rinn sinn agus dh’ obraich sinn a-mach dè dh’ fheumadh sinn a thoirt 
a-steach gus 

promhaid a dhèanamh.

Dh’ fheumadh sinn cuideachd obrachadh a-mach dè an airgead a bheireadh sinn air ais dhan a h-uile duine a cheannaich rud. 

Tha sinn ag iarraidh taing mhòr a thoirt dhan a h-uile duine a thug taic dhuinn.

Cunntadh Airgid
Jack a’ cunntadh cruinneachadh de dh’airgid.

Latha na Mathraichean

Na bancairean

Cunntadh airgid

Aerial Shot of Back School - year unknown
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Roving Reporters
Sarah, Naomi, Harry, Simeon, Faith and Daniel James 
have been busy keeping track on all the important events 
at Tong School. Well done, reporters.

Thank You and Farewell
We would like to say a big thank you and farewell to Mrs 
Tucker, the former editor of this magazine. Mrs Tucker 
encouraged the reporters and we all convey our heartfelt 
thanks and very best wishes for the future. 

Nursery News
The children from both 
nurseries attended a recent 
workshop all about Space 
in An Lanntair. There was 
an English session and a 
Gaelic session and both 
groups learned lots about 
Space through fun activi-
ties. We think there could 
be budding astronauts in the 
nursery!

Castle Talk 
On 22nd February we had a 
castle talk from Angus Murray 
who works for the local muse-
um, which is to be housed at 
Lews Castle. We all got to dress up and find out about 
the museum and the castle. We were 
also told about the different castles in the Outer Hebrides 
including Amhuinnsuidhe Castle and Kisimul Castle. It 
was really interesting and factual and we learned a lot of 
facts about our island.  

Creative Castles
The pupils in Primary 4/5 have been busy creating model 
castles. Daniel James has written a report about this fun 
and exciting challenge:

Making my Model Castle

Materials I Used:

• Cardboard
• Cardboard tubes
• Paint
• Sponge
• Papier mâchè
• Glue gun
• Sellotape
• Cellophane
• String

How I Made my 
Model Castle
First I had a small card-
board box and I was 
working on my own. I 

noticed that my best 
friend Gregor was on 
his own as well so 
I went with him and 
then we started mak-
ing a model castle 
together.

Once we thought about what the structure would look 
like we started researching on the laptop how to make 

a model castle. Once we 
did that we got the materi-
als that we needed. We 
took the materials from our 
houses and Mrs Mackay 
brought some in as well.

We started by sticking the 
cardboard and other 3D 
objects together and then 
we started covering it with 
papier mâchè. After that 
we started painting. We 
decided to paint our cas-
tle grey. Once we finished 
painting we started using 
sponges to make a brick 
effect. We covered the 
windows with cellophane 

for a glass effect.

Once we all finished the model castles, Mr Smith the Art 
teacher judged them from an Art perspective. He chose 
Keith, Kai and Liam’s castle as the winner.

What I Found Challenging

I thought that making and sticking the papier mâchè was 
challenging but in the end I kept on going and I got better at it.

Daniel James Macdonald, P5

New School Sports Kits
The school got new school sports kits sponsored by our 

favourite shop in Stornoway which is Argos! We 
are very excited about wearing 
the new kits to lots of sporting 
events. Our football team going 
to Dundee will be the first to 
wear the new kits.  We have 
t-shirts, shorts, socks, tracksuit 
jackets and trousers all with the 
Argos logo and Tong School 
logo. We would like to thank all 
the Argos staff (especially Isla’s 
dad,  Mr Mays) for organising the 
terrific kits which will be worn by 
pupils of all ages.   

International School Meals Day    
On Thursday, 3rd March it was 
International School Meals day. The 
boys and girls could eat: French 

Tong School

Nursery children at Space workshop

Liam, Kai and Keith with their creative castle
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onion soup with a cheese and ham croissant or chicken 
fajitas. The two delicious desserts were a Minnie Mouse 
cupcake or key lime pie. The canteen had an International 
flavour as the pupils had to draw and colour in a variety of 
flags and the ladies displayed the flags beautifully. We would 
like to thank Anna and Fiona very much for all the effort they 
put into planning and pre-
paring for special days in 
canteen. 

Tam the Ram
Recently there was a run-
away ram who wandered 
into our school garden 
for an adventure. Primary 
One and Two used this 
unexpected event 
for their imagina-
tive story writ-
ing lesson. 
We have includ-
ed two stories by 
Primary Two pupils.

Tam the Ram
I am a ram. One windy 
day I came to Tong School. I wanted 
to see everyone. First I went to watch TV. 
Next I sat down to read.  After that I looked for 
food in canteen. Mr Murray chased me. I ran for my life.  Mr 
Murray was out of breath. I got stuck in the boggy loch. I just 
escaped on to a motorbike to get home. All the sheep were 
missing me. I took some biscuits with me. My shepherd was 
angry. I am not going to run away again! 

By Dylan

Tam the Ram
One calm day I came to Tong School.  I am a ram. I came to 

eat the biscuits in the staffroom.  First I came 
to school. I ran away from the farmer.  Next 

I went to eat some grass. After that I 
went to play with the boys and girls. 

The boys and girls were 
good to me. I liked Miss 

Mackenzie’s bread. 
I came for water.  

I was in Miss 
Mackenzie ’s 

office. A bird took 
me home.

By Amelia

Mod News
We would to congratu-
late all those who par-
ticipated in the local 
Mod festival. The 
school entered the cei-
lidh band competition, 

choral competition and 
also individual pupils 

recited poems and sang songs. Well done to eve-
ryone as it takes hard work and dedication (both at 
home and in school) to be ready to perform in front 
of others. It also develops confidence skills when you 
are performing in front of an audience. We would like 
to say a special “well done” to Naomi Graham, P5, 

who was awarded second place in her solo singing 
competition. 

Fond Farewell
We all say a farewell to Mrs Mays and Isla Mays, 
P5, who are returning to England. Mrs Mays was a 

school auxiliary for a short time and we 
appreciate all her hard work and kindness during 
her time with us.  All of Isla’s friends will miss her 
too, but we hope to keep in touch. We also send our 
best wishes to Callum, Jake and Mr Mays.

We would to congratu-
late all those who par-
ticipated in the local 
Mod festival. The 
school entered the cei-
lidh band competition, 

Our smart new sports strip

Feasting on fajitas

P1-3 dressed up at the Castle talk

Well done to all our Mod competitors
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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November 21st 2015 marked 40 years since 
the Tong Hall was officially opened. This 
followed almost ten years of ambitious fun-
draising by local residents. It was a very 
forward thinking movement at the time and 
paved the way for other local communities to 
embark on similar projects.

The initial plan was for a very modest 
building, but as time went on and fundrais-
ing became more successful, these plans 
evolved into the substantial hall and playing 
fields that we have today.

Local spirit and 
teamwork was firm-
ly the order of the 
day, as lots of dif-
ferent community 
groups contributed 
to the fundraising 
efforts. The local 
Brownies held spon-
sorship events, gates 
were made and sold 
and regular fund-
raising dances were 
held in the town hall 
– to name but a few! 
A committee of dedi-
cated and generous 
local residents helped 
steer the project from 
conception to comple-
tion, a legacy for which 
the entire village is very 
grateful.

In order to mark the anniversary, there were two cel-
ebrations in the hall. There was a Ceilidh on the 26th 
of September featuring the Stuart Taylor Ceilidh Band. 
The event welcomed people of all ages and everyone 
enjoyed the evening and the superb tunes from the 
band. Donations were taken at the door and there were 
raffles on the night. All monies raised went towards the 
fantastic new paint work in the main hall.

Perhaps the most memorable event was the tea 
party held in the hall on the 17th 
of October. There was 
home baking and 
a chance 
t o 

reminisce and look 
at photos from years 
gone by. The TRA, 
with help from local 
residents and the 
Cairdean, had man-
aged to display a 
wide range of photos 
from years gone by. 
It was so interesting 
to see what had gone 
on in the hall in years 
gone by and lovely 
to see familiar faces, 
some of whom are 
no longer with us.

The TRA would like to thank everyone who came 
out to the events and everyone who contributed 
to their success with their time and knowledge. 
The work of the committee goes on to this day, 
and we would urge local residents to continue to 
support us in any way you can to help us with the 
upkeep and maintenance of the Tong Hall. It is a 
vital hub of our community and a major part of 
why the community spirit in Tong has remained 
so strong. With that in mind, we would like to 
take the opportunity to let you know about the 
following upcoming fundraisers:

• Tong Bistro Night – Saturday 19th March 6pm 
onwards. Bookings can be made by phoning 
Donna on 07496584938. Very limited spaces, 
so book early to avoid disappointment!

• Village Clean Up – Saturday 23rd April 

• Sponsored Walk – Saturday 21st  May. Tolsta to 
Ness 12 mile trail walk. To register please contact 
07962168237.

• Annual Village Garden Party – 25th June 4pm

All the money raised will be put towards our current pro-
ject to re-floor the main hall. This is a costly, but much 
needed outlay and we hope that as many people as 
possible will turn out to support these events.

As many of you will be aware, particularly those who pay for the cemetery dues 
by direct debit, the Committee has for some 16 months had an ongoing dispute with our 

bank, The Royal Bank of Scotland. The dispute is in regard to cheque signatories and the security 
of personal data.  This has not yet reached a conclusion but has resulted in the Committee seeing the 

direct debit payments for February 2015 being returned to the payees’ accounts. We cannot reclaim these pay-
ments through the bank as the standing order is an instruction from the payee’s bank and not from the Committee’s 

account. We do not have direct debit options as the insurance costs of this facility is outwith the financial abilities of 
such small organisations.

The Committee agreed, at the recent AGM, to open a new bank account, increase the annual fee to £20 and issue 
new standing order forms. This will be done in coming weeks when further information will be issued to each con-
tributor individually and information relayed through the Loch a Tuath News. 

Gress Cemetery Committee 

Gress Cemetery – Lair Dues

Tong Recreation Association 40th Anniversary
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifie
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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Back in Time - Back           April 1946
On Leave
On leave recently were:- Helen 
Macleod, New St, ATS (now serving in 
Germany);  Alex Dan Stewart, Church 
St, Tug Service and Catherine Maciver, 
WAAF, Coll.

Demobbed
Willian Macdonald, Vatisker, WRNS;  
Joan Macleod, 23 Vatisker, WRNS;  
Kenneth Maciver, 61 Coll, Army; 
Malcolm Maciver, 61 Coll, Navy;  
David Murray, 7 Upper Coll, RAF;  John 
Graham, 9 Gress, RAF and Evander 
Mackay, 65 Coll, Navy, have all been 
demobbed.

Obituary
Miss Isabella Macleod, 66 Back, and 
formerly of 60 Lighthill, passed away on 
4th April, 1946. The daughter of the late 
Mr and Mrs Alexander Macleod, Miss 
Macleod was 88 years of age. Her two 
brothers, John and Hugh, predeceased 
her some years ago. One of the ablest 
women of her generation in the district, 
Miss Macleod would have gone far if 
she had received the necessary school-
ing.  She had a most retentive memory, 
and was able to quote excerpts from 
sermons preached in Back Church many 
years ago. Problems that confronted her 
grand-nieces and nephews in homework 
she could solve, and, although unable to 
convey to them the process, her answers 
were invariably correct. She was an 
exceptionally good worker, and where 
others were content to do just the work 
required of them, Ishbal always did an 
extra bit. She will be very much missed, 
not only by her nephew Alexander and 
his family, with whom she made her 
home for over twenty years, but also by 
all relatives and friends. To know her 
even slightly made one feel that here 
was one so genuine, and so eager to help 
others, that she could be rightly termed 
one of Nature’s gentlewomen. The 
funeral took place to Gress Cemetery, 
and was largely attended.

Ex POW Weds
On Thursday, 14th March, Neil, son of 
the late Mr and Mrs Murdo Macleod, 
Catherine Hill, Back, and Katie Mary, 
second daughter of Mr and Mrs Angus 

Allan Macdonald, Lighthill, Back, were 
married in Back Free Church by Rev 
Roderick Mackenzie. The bride, who 
was given away by her father, looked 
lovely in an unusual gown of white 
nylon over satin, with long veil, held 
in place by a coronet of white feath-
ers. She carried a bouquet of arum 
lilies and fern. Her sister, Mary Jane, 
and her cousin, Margaret Macmillan, 
were charming bridesmaids. Mary Jane 
wore a dress of blue nylon over taffeta, 
while Margaret chose blue organdie 
over taffeta. They carried bouquets of 
tulips and fern. Two sweet little girls 
were trainbearers. Angusina, the bride’s 
sister, who wore pink and Annette, the 
bridegroom’s niece, who wore white. 
The bridegroom, who is well-known 
in Stornoway as a footballer and piper, 
was one of the first to be taken prisoner 
in this war. He was repatriated last year 
and lost no time in making one of the 
prettiest girls in the village his bride. 
Councillor Alex Macleod (Easthy), 
who was bestman, kept the proceed-
ings going in his own inimitable style. 
Of the eighty-seven telegrams received, 
one came from India and three from the 
United States. Testifying to the couple’s 
popularity, the amount of presents and 
money given by their many friends was 
the largest at a wedding in this district 
for a long time. For going-away, the 
bride chose a shorn lamb coat, with 
brown accessories. May they both be as 
happy as they well-deserve to be.

Visit of Laxdale Concert Party
There was a very good attendance when 
the Laxdale Village Hall Concert Party 
visited Back recently. A certain gentle-
man, overheard remarking on the length 
of time which had elapsed before the 
concert party appeared in Back, was 
effectively silenced by the reply from 
a Backoch that the party had waited 
until they were well-nigh perfect before 
braving a discriminate Back audience! 
Certainly the audience enjoyed itself 
very much indeed, taking special delight 
in the quips at local personalities. The 
programme was altogether of a very 
high standard. A well-attended dance 
followed. We hope the Laxdale Village 
Hall Fund is richer by a considerable 

sum. The Backochs have been left very 
pleasant memories.

The Late Mr Martin, Los Angeles
The death occurred on January 9th, 1946, 
of Roderick Martin, late of Back, at his 
home, 2421 West Jefferson Boulevard, 
Los Angeles. Mr Martin, who married 
Margaret Macleod of Cromwell Street, 
Stornoway, more than forty years ago, 
left Lewis for Glasgow when a young 
man. He later went to New York, where 
he entered into everything Highland with 
refreshing keenness. A joiner by trade, 
he became building foreman and super-
intendent, and did his bit in constructing 
many large buildings there. Over twenty 
years ago, he moved to Los Angeles, 
where his home was always open to 
his many Highland and other friends. 
Latterly, he specialised in the lighter and 
fine wood work lines. His extra efforts 
in the war programme – constructing 
troop-carrying gliders of wood – may 
have taken toll of his strength. Roderick 
Martin was a good citizen, and, although 
so many years had passed since he left 
Lewis, he never ceased to be proud of 
his native Island or the people in it. 
Many will miss him in Los Angeles – 
the members of the Highland Society 
and of the Scottish Clans, and all those 
with whom he came in daily contact. His 
one daughter is married in Los Angeles. 
Deep sympathy is felt for his widow, his 
daughter and his grandson, at present on 
duty in Japan.

Passing of a Nonagenarian
One of the oldest inhabitants of Back, 
Miss Margaret Macdonald, died recent-
ly. Miss Macdonald, who had passed her 
93rd birthday, was the youngest daugh-
ter of the late Mr and Mrs Macdonald, 
and lived with her nephew and his fam-
ily at 39 Back. She was in good health, 
and was still able to knit a week before 
her death. She retained her memory 
to the last. On warm, sunny days, she 
would sit at the end of the house, and 
it was pleasant to watch one so obvi-
ously at peace with the bustling world 
around her. For all who passed, she had 
a kindly word, and her soothing conver-
sations comforted many troubled hearts. 
The funeral service was conducted by Mr 

Continued on p23
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Community Skip
Back District

Saturday 2nd April

10am - 4pm
Car parking area,

The Hut, Back
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Ingredients
- 2  onions, sliced thinly
- 3 to 4 pounds pork shoulder
- Salt and pepper
- Garlic powder
- Ground mustard
- Whole cloves
- 1 cup ginger ale
- Barbeque sauce 
- Worcestershire Sauce

Directions
Put a layer of onions on the 
bottom of the slow cooker

Season the pork with 
salt, pepper, garlic, some 
ground mustard and a few 
cloves and place on top of 
the onions. Sprinkle more onion slices on top.

Add the ginger ale and cook for about 9-11 hours (or 
overnight) on slow.

For a more even cook turn the pork over halfway through. 
Try not to open the lid too much.

Once the pork is cooked through, remove from the slow 

cooker. Drain the liquid and reserve.

Shred the pork and dice up another 
onion. Put back in the slow cooker. 
Mix it all up and cook on a low heat for 
another 1–2 hours.  

Serve on warm ciabatta rolls with pine-
apple and ginger relish (recipe below).

Pineapple-Ginger Relish

Ingredients: 
- Oil, for pan
- 1 fresh pineapple, skinned, cored and 
cut into 1-inch slices (or use tinned to 
save time)
- 2 tablespoons chopped fresh coriander
- 1 tablespoon peeled and grated fresh 
ginger
- 1 lime, juiced

- 1 red chilli, seeded and diced
- ½ red onion, diced
- Salt and pepper

Directions
Preheat a pan over high heat. Rub the pan with a bit of oil 
and fry each side of the pineapple slices, 3 to 5 minutes a 

side. Roughly chop the pineapple and add it to 
a bowl with the coriander, ginger, 

lime juice, jalapeño, and 
onions. Season 

with salt and 
pepper.

ulle or wit ineappl an inge lis

isean a' hòcair

Murdo Macritchie, 
Lighthill, a Divinity student home on 
holiday. The funeral to Gress Cemetery 
was largely attended, many coming to 
pay their respects to one of the last of 
her generation.The sympathy of the 
community is extended to her nephew 
and his family (who were always so 
attentive to her) and to all other rela-
tives and friends.
Communions
Communion services were held in 
Back Free Church from March 28th 
to April 1st. In the absence of Rev 
Roderick Mackenzie, Back, through 
illness, all services were conducted Rev 
Mr Macphail, Croy, and Rev James 
Morrison, North Uist. Services were 
very well attended, the beautiful weath-
er bringing many visitors.
Junior Football
On Saturday 23rd March, the YMCA 
junior team paid a visit to Back to play 
a friendly game against the Back Junior 
team. In the first-half, the visitors, 
with the wind in their favour, scored 
through Stewart from a penalty kick. 

Five 
minutes later, Back 
got a similar opportunity, but failed 
to score. The home team retaliated after 
the interval, and their first goal came 
from Maclennan, bringing the score level. 
After this the visitors put on a grand show. 
Stewart, their right winger, gave the Back 
defence a few hectic moments. Macleod, 
in goal for the home team, gave a fine 
display of goalkeeping. After twenty min-
utes Maclennan scored again for Back 
and ten minutes from the end Macdonald 
scored the third goal. The final whistle 
left the score – Back, 3;  YMCA 1.

Senior Football
Now that the Senior Football League is 
again coming into being this summer, 
two of the Clubs intending to take part 
in it, Back Senior FC and the Stornoway 
Rovers played a friendly game at Upper 
Coll on Saturday, 6th inst. Right from 
the start the Back lads, although play-
ing against a very strong wind, took 
command. In the seventh minute, 
Macdonald, the Back centre-forward, 
broke through and scored. Not long after 

Macdonald 
again broke 
through in a similar 
manner and scored a sec-
ond. Murray, the inside-left, 
scoring from a well-taken penalty, 
put Back three up at half-time. In the 
beginning of the second-half, the Back 
forwards gave the Rovers’ defenders a 
very gruelling time, with Murray scoring 
his second and Back’s fourth. The fifth 
was scored by Macdonald, the inside-
right, who having received a cross from 
the left, beat three defenders and got the 
ball into the near corner. A very spec-
tacular “Dynamo” move indeed. (Ness 
papers and School Magazine please 
copy). In spite of the fact that the 
odds were against them at this stage, 
the Stornoway lads played gamely and 
cleanly. Other three goals were scored 
by Macdonald, the centre-forward, 
making five for him in all. The final 
result was:- Back 8; Rovers 0.
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4. Back L-R: Unknown, Murdina Dhomhnaill Sgurd, Unknown,
Tormod Phìchie, Chirstie a’ Pheel, Willie John, Murdag Ghurais

Middle Row: Mairi a’ Cheic, Bean Tòhan

Next Row: Ailig a’ Ghrass, Iomhair Mhurchaidh a’ Charagan, Pasty

In Front: Uilleam Beag, Ailig Uisdean Bhig Toggy is in the background.

Ness  Outing  1948
1. Back Row L-R:  Tòhan (Coll), Tormod Phìchie (Coll), Kenny Angie 
Dhòmhnaill ‘an Bhàin (Gearraidh Ghuirm), Eachainn a’ Stal (Upper 
Coll), Agnes Dhòmhnaill Piugh 
(Upper Coll), Mairi 
Giant (Coll), Kenny 
Gionn (Upper Coll), 
Murchadh a‘ Stal 
(Upper Coll), Toggy 
(Upper Coll)

Middle Row  L-R:  
Unknown, Catriona 
Bhruce (hidden), Moley 
(Upper Coll), Chirstie 
a’ Pheel (Upper Coll), 
Cairistìona a’ Chaomh 
(Gearraidh Ghuirm), 
Murdina Dhòmhnaill 
Sgurd (Gearraidh 
Ghuirm), Chirsty Jessie 
(Upper Coll)

Front Row L-R: Pasty, 
Ailig Uisdean Bhig 
(Coll), Titan (Upper Coll)

2. Back Row L-R:
Chrissie Sheòrais an Towrie 
(Gearraidh Ghuirm), Willie John 
(Gearraidh Ghuirm), Unknown, 
Eachainn a’ Stal (Upper Coll)

Front Row: Kenny Angie Dhòmhnaill 
‘an Bhàin (Gearraidh Ghuirm), 
Cairistìona a’ Chaomh (Gearraidh 

Ghuirm)

3. Back Row: Cairistìona a’ Chaomh, Etta Choinnich 
Sheumais, Murdina Dhòmhnaill Sgurd, Unknown

Front Row: Chirstie Jessie, Unknown, Chirstie a’ Pheel, Unknown,

Sitting: Mabel Bruce
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The Kenneth 'Titan' MacDonald bowling competition took 
place on Saturday 27 Feb, and as always there is great 
enthusiasm to play in this competition.

The format was the same as in previous years, twelve 
triples taking part, all drawn so as to have a mix of all 
the bowlers from other areas, and two sections with six 
teams in each section. After each team had played two 
ends it was decided that it could not be played as a round 
robin. So to the bowling, there were close games in both 
sections but when all the teams had played three games, 
four teams qualified for the semis. In section one the win-
ners were Team 4, W 'Tohan' MacLeod, Mark MacDonald 
and D MacLean, and qualifying as runners up, Team 1, 
P O’Donnell, I Linklater, and H MacKenzie. The winners 
of section two were Malky MacLeod, G Fairclough, and I 
MacLeod, and the runners up, D Lawrence, J Monaghan 
and R Cousins. 

The draw for the semis was decided, the winners of sec-
tion 1 play the runners-up in section 2, and in the other 
semi, the winner of section 2 plays the runner-up in sec-
tion 1. This resulted in team 4 playing team 9, and the 
other semi was team 11 playing team 1. After a tussle in 
both games it was team 1 and team 4 who won through 
to the finals.

The final was pretty even with neither team taking a firm 

hold of the game, and it was nip and tuck until the final 
end with team 4 emerging as winners. Congratulations 
to the winners, commiserations to the losers, and a sin-
cere thanks to everyone who took part. Presenting the 
trophy to the winners was a great nephew of the Titan, 
and thanks again to the MacDonalds for sponsoring the 
competition. A huge thank you to everyone who provided 
the food and the soup, a fitting end to a great occasion.

The Back Bowling Club indoor singles competition took 
place on Thursday 3rd March, with nineteen players com-
peting, hoping to get their name on the trophy.  Some games 
were very competitive and others not so, but overall a good 
display of bowling was there to see.  Slowly and surely the 
elimination of players was continuing and eventually the 
ones going through to the semis were Ian MacLeod against 
C I MacDonald, and in the other game D MacLean against 
James MacLeod. When the semis were completed, it was 
Ian MacLeod who would play James MacLeod, who won in 
the other semi. Up to the final Ian had played brilliantly at 
times, but his game deteriorated and he had an uphill strug-
gle in the final which James won convincingly.  Well done 
to both players on reaching the final but the congratulations 
goes to James. The club would like to thank Duncan for his 
work in organising the various competitions, and we hope 
to see more people next season. There will be more about 
the league in next month’s LATN.

Bowling Club Notes

Front row: James, Calum, Catriona, Mairi, Annabelle, Claire, Laura (all from Gress) and Kenneth (Shawbost)

2nd row: Rodney and Alison Mackenzie, Sheila and Paul White - all formerly of Gress

Ross County Cup Final at Hampden
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Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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April is best known 
for its showers, but 
with the climate 
being so unpredict-
able it is difficult to 
plan properly. It is 
wise not to plant out 
any bedding plants 
until the soil warms. 
I don't take delivery 
of the pansy plugs 
until the begin-
ning of May which, 
on arrival, will be 
transferred to pots in the greenhouse, ready 
to be planted out in June, when they begin to 
flower.

There is rapid plant growth this month, espe-
cially the shrubs and perennials and it is the 
ideal month for planting out any new shrubs 
you may wish to introduce into your garden. 
It is also the month when the bedding plants 
begin to arrive in the shops but, be careful 
not to buy too early, unless you can keep 
them in a greenhouse or a cold frame.  

One hardy shrub in my garden which will 
be in full leaf in April is the honeysuckle 
which, once established spread rapidly. 

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Looking forward

to the Challenges Ahead

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £35.64 to Laura Graham, 5 Catherine Hill, Coll, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £35.64
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

One such plant replaced an ivy which I 
tried unsuccessfully to train to climb up 
the pergola. Hopefully when the honey-
suckle does grow I can then plant sweet 
peas, using the honeysuckle for shelter 
and support.

Potatoes and onions can be planted this 
month, though it's still too early to plant 
out seed such as carrot, into the soil.  
Keeping the lawns free from moss and 
thatch is an ongoing work. This can only 

be done properly by using 
a power-driven scarifier, 
ideally done before the 
grass begins to grow. 
A green lawn free from 
weeds can be a most 
attractive part of the gar-
den, even in the absence 
of any other plant life.

Let's hope the weather 
this year will enable plants 
to develop, giving us the 
pleasure of seeing the 
beauty and colour of plant 
life.

From the Poileagan

Honeysuckle

Pergola laden with honeysuckle
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April sees the start of new activities 
at Back Football and Recreation Club.
April is almost upon us and while the 
lads at Back FC are gearing up for the 
start of the football season, we are 
also pleased to announce our first set 
of new clubs and classes at the centre.

Following on from our survey Terri 
has been meeting different groups 
and individuals in the community 
and planning a range of new activi-
ties and classes. 

“We’re really trying to 
widen the range of things 
on offer and get new peo-
ple using the centre. To 
start off our new range 
of classes and activities 
we are running a fitness 
class, we have a book club 
and an information evening 
all about the Barra bunting 
project to see if we can 
inspire something similar 
locally.” Explains Terri.

“We have a special offer on bad-
minton, or why not try line dancing, 
indoor bowls or tchoukball at one of 
our taster sessions.”

Terri hopes there is something to 
catch your interest but with plans for 
other new classes and clubs in the 
future you shouldn’t have to wait long 
for something new and exciting to try. 

The following are all available to 
book online at backfrc.org.uk or by 
contacting Terri on 820745.

Fitness For All, Taster Session
Monday 25th April 7pm – 7.45pm £4

Suitable for anyone over the age of 
16.The range of activities on offer will be 
adaptable for all levels of fitness, wheth-
er you are a first timer or an expert. 

Future classes will be developed 
around your feedback so whether 
it’s a gentle beginner’s class or a 
very specific class you’re looking for 
come along and let us know. 

Badminton Pay and Play Special Offer
£6 an hour.

This special offer is available on 
Tuesdays in April from 1.30-8.30 
only. We have 5 courts available, 
at just £6 per court including equip-
ment for up to 4 people. Turn up, pay 
and play or book in advance online 
at www.backfrc.org.uk.

Book Club
Wednesday 27th April 7pm £2.50

Love reading? Join our new 
book club. Our first book will 
be: “The Roundhouse” by 
Louise Erdich.

We hope to meet monthly, 
so if you can’t make it this 
time but want to sign up 
for next time contact Terri 
on backfrc@gmail.com or 
820745.

Bunting Project
Wednesday 20th April 7pm
We’re looking to start a social group 
to meet once a fortnight to create 
some decorative bunting to brighten 
up our hall for community events. To 
inspire you we have organised an 
information evening about the Barra 
Bunting Project. 

Join us for a cup of tea and a chat, 
no experience necessary, but if you 
have a love of upcycling, interior 
design or Barra you should definitely 
come along. All welcome.

Line Dancing Taster   
Tuesdays 10th May 7-8.30pm and 
17th May 11am-12.30pm £2.50
Line dancing is a great way to have 
a fantastic time and to also keep fit. 
Why not come along to our taster 
session and see for yourself.

The class is suitable for all fitness 
levels and abilities. Children aged 11+ 
are welcome but must bring an adult 
with them - cowboy hats are optional.

Come on your own or with friends 
and don’t worry if you have never 
danced before - that’s what this ses-
sion is all about.

Indoor Bowls
Wednesday 13th April 2-4pm 

Did you know we have a very success-
ful local bowls club at the centre? One 

of 
attractions of indoor bowling (besides 
being indoors out of the rain and 
wind) is that it can be played by 
people of all ages and abilities. So 
why not come down and have a go, 
members of the local team will be on 

hand to give you pointers. 

Please note that for safety reasons 
under 16’s must be accompanied by 
an adult and bowling is not suitable 
for under 9’s.

Tchoukball
Thursday 12th May 7.15-9.15pm
Tchoukball is a team sport and is 
played with two rebounding nets 
called 'frames'. Put quite simply, the 
object of tchoukball is to throw or 
'shoot' the ball at the frame, so that it 
rebounds and lands over the line of 
the D in the court. The opposition's 
job is to catch the ball to prevent 
their opponents scoring and then 
shoot it themselves. Easy to play 
and becoming ever more popular 
why not join us for a complete begin-
ners session, no experience or fit-
ness level required.

New Sports Clubs – coming soon!!
We will soon be starting new clubs 
in the following sports: Volleyball, 
Basketball, Darts, Pool, Table 
Tennis, Netball and Unihoc.
We would encourage anyone inter-
ested to sign up either through our 
online booking facility (book class 
section) or by phoning Terri on 820745

Don’t forget the hall, all weather 
pitch and meeting rooms are all 
available for hire. For more informa-
tion on what’s happening at the club, 
follow us on facebook or visit our 
website www.backfrc.org.uk

Back Football and Recreation Club
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Katie Mackay and Mairi Macdonald in the 1930s in service 
in Dundee, waitress and cook.

Mairi Macdonald, Coll, and Katie Mackay, Vatisker, when 
in service in Dundee. Mairi was the cook and Katie waited 
at table in a ‘big house’. Mairi’s niece Ishbel Macdonald 
(Bhobsie), remembers her aunt still making wonderful 
scones and pancakes when she was in her nineties. Ishbel 
is also pretty sure that Katie is the mother of Maureen 
Anderson, Perth and Kinross-shire, who recently wrote to 
Loch a Tuath News with information on her Uncle Donald 
Mackay, who featured in Gaisgich of WW1.

Donald and Calum Murray, 38 Upper Coll, in the 1930s. 
Donald later lived at 13 Upper Coll. Calum (in sailor’s 

uniform) was the father of Etta Macleod, 38 Upper 
Coll and Donald the father of Murdina, Lighthill, and 

grandfather of Dano.

(This photograph was wrongly captioned last month, 
for which we apologise.)

Murdigan Uilleam Lighthill 
and Coll, taken in the Castle Grounds in June 1971.

Hay making at Coll. Photo courtesy of Ivor Mackay
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Material for publication in the MAY issue of Loch a Tuath News 
must be in before MONDAY 18th APRIL 2016

Garry Aurora photo courtesy of Innes Maclean Photography

Gress Aurora - photo courtesy of Maggie Macleod at Impact Imagz
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