
1

MAY 2016Vol. 20  No.2  £2.00

Bagpipes in Kabul

• Gaisgich Chuil       • Pan Celtic Festival        • Visiting Japan’s ‘Western Isles’            
• Update from Kabul

Plus: Growing up in Brevig – Part 2, Back in Time, Back FRC and much more!
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Fàilte
A warm welcome to your May edition 
of Loch a Tuath News!

It’s been a busy few weeks here 
in Col Uarach between Easter holi-
days, chocolate eggs and a stay over 
in Mangersta wigwams! It’s hard to 
believe this time of year has arrived 
already!  What with new lambs every-
where, daffodils sprouting and a good 
number of fair dry, bright days, it’s 
safe to say Spring is here! However 
and wherever you spent your Easter 
break, I hope you’ve enjoyed it.

This month we have the second instal-
ment of the hugely popular ‘Growing 
up in Brevig in the 1940s and 50s’, 
I’m sure you’ll all agree Mal Macleod 
has done a wonderful job of put-
ting this together. We also have the 
next part of the poignant Gaisgich 
Chuil, which is such a brilliant piece 
of work. Congratulations to all Mod 
competitors and winners featured in 
our schools section, they are all to 
be commended for all their hard work 
and talent!  Keeping with the schools 
theme, we hope all those who attend-
ed the recent school reunion had a 

great time, they are pictured on the 
back cover.

Please keep an eye on our new 
revamped Facebook Page – Loch a 
Tuath News – where we will be keep-
ing you up to date with the latest mag-
azine issues, community news, and 
taking a look through the archives.  
Once again can I stress how much 
we value your opinions and ideas, so 
please get in touch via the Facebook 
page, or by contacting myself or any 
of the committee members, if there is 
anything you would like to see in the 
Loch a Tuath News.  

We also have an exciting photography 
competition this month – see more 
information on Page 23 to be in with 
a chance of winning a £50 restaurant 
voucher! All we want you to do is 
submit a picture that best represents 
the season of Summer, and we will be 
revealing the winner in our September 
issue – this gives you plenty of time to 
dig out your cameras!

Looking forward to seeing all your 
entries flooding in!

Wishing you all a blessed May,

Melanie

Cover Picture: ‘Bagpipes in Kabul’ 
taken by Crawford Maclellan

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: latneditor2@outlook.com
By post: Taigh Gone, 27 Upper Coll, HS2

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible.  If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 
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Matheson, Free Church, Cross.

The wedding reception, attended 
by many friends and family, includ-
ed the groom’s brother who trav-
elled from Melbourne, Australia 
with his family, was held in the 
Drumossie Hotel, Inverness.

Many of the guests went to the church 
and then on to the reception on the 
old Macbrayne buses. This caused 
much amusement and amazement to 
the people on the streets of inverness!

We wish Jane and Coinneach many 
happy years of married life together.

Rhoda and Stewart Campbell
On Saturday 19th March at Elgin Free 
Church, Stewart Campbell and Rhoda 
Munn were joined in marriage. Stewart 
was brought up in Vatisker, and is the 
son of Alistair (Tuxy) and Mary Cathy 
(8 Vatisker now 88 Upper Bayble, 
Point), and grandson of Norman (Tuxy) 
Campbell and Catriona Pheadar late 
of 8 School Road. Stewart and Rhoda 
are making their home in Elgin.  We 
send our heartiest congratulations to 
the newlyweds.

Cross Country Running Success
Congratulations go to three Back girls 
on their recent Cross Country Running 
Success in North Uist.

Kyla McMurdo, the daughter of Robert 
and Angie, New Street, Back, won the 
Under 9 Cross Country Race held at 
Hosta, North Uist. 

Hannah Mackenzie came 2nd in the 
Under 11 Girls and Ellen McMurdo 
came 5th in the same race. Hannah’s 
mum and dad are ‘Red’ and Janet, 
Lighthill, and Ellen is Kyla’s big sister.

Well done, girls, and we look forward 
to hearing of more running successes 
in the future!

Coll
In Hospital
At the time of writing Seonag Mackay 
(Seonag Iain an Oig) Parkend, is still 
in hospital after taking ill at her home. 
We do hope it won't be long until she 
is back in Parkend with her family.

On Holiday
On holiday with Alice and Jim, 
‘Dunamhaig’, and the girls Emily and 
Colleen, were Jim’s parents from 

BACk/VAtisker
Last of the 1929 Class 1
It is with sadness that the death on 17 
February 2016, at the age of ninety 
five years, of Norman Macleod in Dun 
Eisdean Care Home is recorded.

Norman was brought up at 1 New Park, 
Vatisker, an area of the community 
which remained dear to him all his years.

He was well-known  locally and in 
Stornoway as ‘Barl’ Pheadair and 
like the other members of Teaghlach 
Pheadair Thothaid he too was 
recognised as a diligent, hard- work-
ing, humorous individual.

Incidentally, ’Barl’ was not only the last 
member of the MacLeod family, being 
predeceased by brother Angus and 
by his four sisters Katie Anne, Mary, 
Catriona and Etta; he  was also the 
last but one of the local veterans of 
WW2. As is referred to above, he was 
the last of the large Class 1of 1929.

In the years after leaving school ‘Barl’ 
worked locally as one of “the hungry 
weavers” and when war was declared 
he served in the Merchant Navy.

In the post war years he resumed 
working as a weaver and was one 
of the several others who moved 
to Stornoway to continue weaving 
there. Scotland Street and the sheds 
close to Seaforth Road were favourite 
areas. 

He married in Stornoway and brought 
up two sons and one daughter. His 
wife died some years ago.

Until age and years of memory loss 
brought great changes to all his inter-
ests, Norman loved nothing more than 
spending periods during the summer 
on the airidh beside Loch an Eilean 
with his nephews.

To his family as well as his nephews 
and nieces, sympathy is sent.

Wedding Congratulations
Sincere congratulations are sent to 
Jane Matheson, Vatisker, only daugh-
ter of Iain Murdo and Morag Matheson, 
10 Vatisker, and Coinneach Morrison, 
Tarbert, son of Flora and the late 
Finlay Morrison, on the occasion of 
their marriage. Jane and Coinneach 
were married on 25 March 2016 at 
the Free North Church, Inverness and 
the marriage service was conducted 
by the bride’s brother, Rev Ewen 

Islay, his sister and her husband, 
and their daughter from Oban. They 
spent a week enjoying the weather 
and scenery, and saw the island at its 
best! Unfortunately Jim’s father took ill 
on the day they returned to Glasgow 
and is still in hospital. We do hope he'll 
make a good recovery and will be sent 
home to Islay very soon.

Wedding
Congratulations to Angus Allan Munro 
and Julia Dickie who recently got 
married. Angus Allan is the son of 
Margaret and Calum, Knock, and 
grandson of the late Katie Bell and 
Ivor Mackay (Ivor Staoig) 56 Coll.  
How proud his granny would have 
been on this special occasion. We 
wish them both all the very best for 
the future.

Congratulations
Congratulations go to Allison Mackay 
- daughter of Angus and Catherine, 
Swordale, and grandaughter of Willie 
and Ishbel (Willie Basher & Ishbal 
Dàraidh), 42b Coll - Allison came 1st 
in the Under 19 solo singing (own 
choice) at this year’s local Mod. She 
also received the Cupan Phatagonia 
for previous prizewinners. Another 
mod winner for Annie Macleod, (Anna 
Dholly), Tong, who tutors Allison. 
Allison is also a member of Folk 
Group "Ceileir" who also came first in 
their competition. Well done!

Gress
Congratulations

We send our very best wishes to Nicolas 
and Laura Jayne Davis on the birth of 
their daughter Sadie Jayne on 9th April 
in the Western Isles Hospital. We also 
congratulate the grandparents Dr Neil 
and Kinny Davis (Gress Lodge) and Ian 
and Catriona Maciver, (Stornoway).

Engagement Congratulations are sent 

LATN May 2016.indd   3 02/05/2016   11:46:26



4 Bailtean

Kyla McMurdo, centre,  Hannah Mackenzie on the right and Ellen McMurdo on the left. (Back)

Allison Mackay (Coll)

Rhoda and Stewart Campbell (Vatisker)

Harry and Keith Bray (Tide 
Run, Tong), after their 
recent success at the 

Highland U12 Badminton 
Championshops in 

Fortrose (Tong)

A,.s na
Pictures,.

Phoebe 
Mary 

Macleod 
(Tong)

Rhys Macritchie (Upper Coll)

Nico and 
Marcus 
Nordvik 

(Upper Coll)

Well done to Eva 
Graham, 51 Gress, 
who won the Gold 
medal in the age 7-8 
Fluent Solo singing 
competition, and 2nd 
place in the writing 
competition, at the 
Lewis Mod recently. 

Eva attends Laxdale 
School. She is 

the daughter 
of Donna and 
Puffet. Eva is 
pictured here 
with the quaich 
she received at 
the Mod concert.
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to Laura Maclennan and Kenneth 
Mackay who announced their engage-
ment on 17th April. Laura is the daugh-
ter of David and Catriona Maclennan 
(22) and Kenneth the son of Donald 
and Grace Mackay, Shawbost.

Get Well Wishes

Our best wishes go to Murdina 
Macdonald (Pedro) after her surgery 
from which she is recovering well. 
Also to Murdag Ferguson (Left) who is 
home after being in hospital. We wish 
a speedy recovery to them both.

Welcome

We extend a warm welcome to Alison 
and Steven Howden who have moved 
into 47 Gress. Alison is working as 
a nurse in Clisham ward and Steven 
works in the BASF plant in Breasclete. 
They are both originally from Linwood 
outside Glasgow. Their daughter 
Kariss has also moved to the island 
and is living in Ranish with her son 
Maximus. We hope they will settle and 
feel at home in the village.

Mod Winners from Gress

Congratulations to Luke Macleod who 
was awarded 1st in the Accordion, the 
Primary overall Literacy Cup, 3rd in 
Presenting and 2nd in Conversation.

Eva Graham, 1st Solo singing age7-
8, 2nd Literature, and the cup for the 
highest mark in Gaelic.

Catriona Bain, Cup for the most 
improved melodeon player.

Calum Maclennan, 3rd in Melodeon.

Well done to you all.

toNG
Condolences
In last month’s issue we sent our 
condolences to the family of Donald 
Maciver, who passed away sudden-
ly in Aberdeen. I, the village corre-
spondent, omitted to include Donald's 
uncle Angan Murray and family at 12 
Morrison Terrace, Tong. I sincerely 
apologise for any added distress this 
may have caused.

Congratulations

Congratulations go to Yvonne and 
Donnie Macmillan, Taigh Ben, on the 

arrival of their baby daughter Phoebe 
Mary.  Phoebe is a little sister for Ben 
and Ruby and the 8th grandchild for 
Brian ‘Loudy’ and Mary Macleod, 10a 
Tong.  Best wishes to them all!

Home from hospital

We are pleased to report that Marina 
Tyrrell, Foxlynn, Tong is recovering 
well following surgery in the Western 
Isles hospital. We hope that Marina 
makes a complete recovery.

In last month’s issue we were wish-
ing Alasdair Maciver our best wishes, 
having commenced his retirement.  
Unfortunately things didn't start very 
well as Alasdair suddenly became 
unwell and spent three weeks in vari-
ous hospitals. We are pleased to 
report that, at the time of going to 
print, Alasdair is recovering well. We 
pray for his complete recovery.

Alasdair is very grateful for all the support 
he received while in hospital, especially 
from Kenny Murdo Maciver who looked 
after the sheep during the lambing.

Induction

We congratulate Rev James Maciver, 
who was inducted to Stornoway Free 
Church on the 23rd of March. We 
hope that James and Donna have now 
settled into their new surroundings 
and will enjoy many fruitful years in 
Stornoway. James is originally from 33 
Aird Tong.

Newcomers to the Village

We are pleased to welcome a new 
family to 11 Tong. Eric and Lisa 
Mackinnon and their children, Noah 
and Daisy, moved into their new home 
recently and we hope that they well 
feel very much at home in the village.

Badminton

New local enthusiasm for youth bad-
minton encouraged Aird Tong broth-
ers Harry and Keith Bray to cross the 
Minch recently to take part in the annu-
al Highlands under 12's Badminton 
Championship.

Once Mother 'Donna Churchill' had 
actually found the Fortrose Sports 
Centre the day started. First up was 
the boys singles group stages and 
Harry won through as an undefeated 
group winner and made it through 

to the quarter finals. A fine showing. 
Younger brother Keith had a very chal-
lenging group. Not dismayed, Keith, 
one of the youngest on the day, went 
on to win the consolation cup for 
those who did not progress from the 
group stages. In the final his grit and 
determination was on display (further 
evidence of his Churchill genetics).

Then it was straight into the doubles. 
The Bray boys achieved a fantastic 
second overall in the doubles after 
playing in a league format against all 
the other pairs. A very tiring day but 
one which was aided by the Churchill 
stamina.

Harry and Keith are pictured with their 
doubles Runners Up trophies. The 
practice in the Tong Hall had paid off!

Upper Coll
Ruby Wedding

Margaret Anne and Iain Mackay (Iain 
Iomhair a’ Bhounce), 6b Upper Coll, 
recently celebrated a milestone in their 
married life, forty years of marriage. 
They were married on 14 April 1976 
in the Church of Scotland, Point and a 
reception in the Cabarfeidh Hotel fol-
lowed.  We send Margaret Anne and 
Iain our heartiest congratulations and 
very best wishes. 

New Baby

Catriona and ‘Timber’ Matheson, 17 
Upper Coll, have recently welcomed 
their fifth grandchild into the family.  On 
31 March 2016, Marcus Axel Nordvik 
was born in Inverness, three weeks 
early; he weighed 7lb exactly and he 
was 50 cm long! His proud parents are 
Annis, daughter of Catriona and Timber, 
and her husband Vinnie. Marcus is a 
welcome wee brother for Nico, who is 
four. Our very best wishes go to Annis, 
Vinnie and their family.

Music Festival Success

Congratulations go to Rhys Macritchie, 
a second year pupil at The Nicolson 
Institute, who had great success at 
the Inverness Music Festival in March 
when he won the Advanced Brass Solo, 
playing the trumpet. He also earned a 
distinction for his performance. Rhys 
is the son of David and Margaret, 12 
Upper Coll.  Well done, Rhys!
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We pick up from where we left off at Brevig in last month’s 
issue, here’s Part 2 of Mal Macleod’s popular account of his 
childhood neighbourhood.

Taigh Alex an Iomhair at 32 was one of the most familiar, and 
also the last one to be lived in. A “taigh dubh” it certainly was, 
but a cosier, more welcoming home you couldn’t find anywhere. 
Here lived Alex Ferguson with his wife Barbara, and their sons 
John Murdo and Alex Neil, and also Alex’s sister Annie and 
her son Neil. When still a young man, Neil had served in the 
Merchant Navy and there he had an accident which resulted 
in the complete loss of his sight. As a result of this mishap, 
Neil had been given a radio by the Blind Society, which at the 
time, was the only one in the village.  Consequently the house 
became the meeting place for the neighbours who liked to 
keep abreast of the news and happenings in the outside world. 
My regular task was to take the radio accumulator (battery) 
to the Garage to top it up with acid and get it charged, which 
ensured that the radio was always in working order.

Theirs was the traditional ‘taigh dubh’ with the family living in 
one end and the cow and other animals in the other. In the 
mid-fifties the family moved into their new “taigh geal” and 
although they were as kind and welcoming as ever, the new  
house seemed to have lost the warmth that was so prevalent in 
the old one. By this time Neil had been hospitalised where he 
later died, Alex Neil had married and gone to live in Inverness, 
and not long after moving into the new house Barbara also 
died. Annie died a few years later but Alex and John Murdo 
continued to live in the house. Although Alex had a leg ampu-
tated above the knee, and his mobility was much impaired, 
his mind was as clear as ever and the house was a favourite 
‘taigh ceilidh’ for the neighbours in the evenings, many a story 
was told and shared! Alex died in 1964 and lived on his own 
there for many years afterwards. He continued working as a 
weaver until his own health deteriorated and he went to live 
in sheltered accommodation in Stornoway. Shortly afterwards 
the house was sold to the late Rev Kenneth Stewart, originally 
from 26, and is now a holiday home for his family.

A few yards away, continuing on the road to Coll, was number 

33: Taigh Choinneach Bhig. During the period that 
I write about, Mary, Banntrach Choineach Bhig, her 
son Alan and daughter Ciorstag lived there. Another 
son, Kenneth, who had been badly injured in the First 
World War, lived in Inverness and was a shoemaker. 
Mary lived to be over 100 years old and died in the 
early sixties. As well as the telegram from the Queen 
on her birthday, I also remember that a music request 
was played for her on the old Light Programme of 
the BBC on that day - the 23rd psalm with the tune 
Crimond - from the family in Inverness. This was very 
unusual in those days and caused much comment in 
the neighbourhood - not all of it approving! Kenneth’s 
son Ken, who was a frequent visitor to Brevig along 
with his sisters Margaret Mary and Christine, worked 
in Barlinnie prison in Glasgow. He was responsible for 
setting up the Special Unit at Barlinnie which helped 
repatriate the likes of Jimmy Boyle. He was also a 
leading Labour councillor in Glasgow.

Like so many others, Ciorstag had been a ‘herring 
girl’ when she was younger but now looked after her 
mother, and Alan had been a merchant seaman. He 
had had an accident whilst at sea and was unable to 
work on a permanent basis but was able to look after 
the croft and household chores. Alan was a ‘character’ 
and well known for his banter, especially at the com-
munal work times of taking home the peats and other 
croft activities. As youngsters, we learned more about 
the facts of life than maybe we should have done from 
his earthy comments, but it was an interesting learning 
curve! One abiding memory that I have of Alan, whilst 
playing about in the water at the ‘Ro’ with the rest of 
the youngsters as we did during the good weather, is 

Growing up in Brevig in the 1940s and 

John Murdo, Peigi Bheag Sheorais a Chran, Mal, Iomhair 
a Choilean

L-R Iain Chalum a' Bhard, John Murdo,Alan, Nomie, Alex Chalum El
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of him taking me out into the sea way 
past my depth and then  letting go. After 
a lot of panic I did manage back to shore, 
but it left me with such a fear of water 
that I was unable to conquer until I took 
my own family for swimming lessons 
and made up my mind to learn. One of 
my better decisions which I still enjoy!

Alan will turn up later in a story con-
cerning another neighbour, but in the 
meantime I’ll move along the road to 
number 48, which at the time of my 
reminiscences had no one living in it. 
I think that we were all a little afraid of 
this house as it was dark and forbid-
ding in appearance and we kept well 
clear of it, which was unusual for us as 
we liked to explore the surroundings. 
The house had belonged to Kenneth 
Macgregor (Coinneach Eachain), but both he and his 
wife Kate died fairly young, and their son and daughter 
went to live with their maternal uncle and aunt in Buaile 
nan Ochd. The siblings, Donald and Margaret, were 
well known in the village, albeit for different reasons. 
Margaret, or Peigi, as she was known, was a teacher, 
firstly in Tolsta School and latterly, until her retirement, 
in Back School. She was a brilliant scholar, an excel-
lent teacher, extremely well read, and was greatly 
respected by pupils and parents alike. She was also 
a very private person and kept her own counsel at all 
times. Her brother Donald, or the Weezar, as he was 
known locally, was a pretty eccentric character and it 
was difficult to know how to approach him. I think that 
we were all a bit wary as he could be unpredictable in 
his actions. He was also a clever man, with ideas and 
opinions that, although sounding crazy then, looking 
back at them now, were maybe not so way out after 
all! I cannot recollect if he worked or not. Finally, after 
many years of being uninhabited, the house and croft 
were sold to Londoner Bill Bailey, his Ness born wife, 
and their family. They soon built a new house 
on the croft and their son Ian now lives there. 

Taigh an Sola, Number 49, was the last 
house in Brevig at the village boundary with 
Coll. At the time, although it belonged to 
Murdo, mac an Sola, who had been head-
master in Back School previously, it was 
occupied by his mother and sisters as he 
was working on the mainland. I don’t recol-
lect seeing much of the mother, but I can 
certainly recall Ciorstag and Ciorsty Mary, 
the two sisters. They were (to my eyes 
anyway) the epitome of correctness and 
everything had to be ‘just so’! 

As I said earlier, I ran messages for the 
neighbours, but also every Friday I deliv-
ered the Gazette to all the Vatisker hous-
es. This was my very first job and gave 
me some much needed pocket money! 
There were delivery boys (or girls) in all 

the villages in the dis-
trict then - I remem-
ber Cab Stewart being 
the Back delivery boy, 

but forget who the rest 
were - but, getting back 
to clan-nighean an Sola 
and the incident that has 
stayed with me concern-
ing them after all those 
years - I was delivering 
the Gazette as always on 
Friday and had been to 
Taigh Choinneach Bhig 
at 33. There, Alan gave 
me another paper that he 
had finished with to pass 
on to a neighbour. I had 
no idea or interest in what 
this paper was, and had it 
under my arm along with 
the Gazettes, but when I 
went into Taigh an Sola to 
do my delivery it caught 

the eye of one of the sisters. ‘Co thug dhut an salachar paipear 
sin?’ she shouted. And with that she pulled it away, went to 
the stove, opened it up and pushed the paper into the fire! I 
had no idea wat this was all about, but discovered afterwards 
that the paper was the News of the World and was thought by 
some to be pretty salacious. I had to explain where I had got it 
and where it was going to, and I know Alan got a talking to the 
next time she saw him. His comments when I told him were 
not pretty either, and I learnt a few new words that day! From 
then onwards I kept my distance from 49. 

When Murdo the headmaster retired, he moved back to the 
house with his wife - by this time the mother had died - and the 
sisters relocated to a council house in Tong. Eventually, after 
Murdo and his wife passed away, the house and croft were sold 
to Lesley Cook whose wife came from Gress, but they have 
also since died and the property has changed hands again.

Look out for Part 3 of ‘Growing up in Brevig in the 1940s and 50s 
in the next issue!

50s – Part 2

Uilliam a Chocaran, Mary Ann and relatives

Mal aig Toll a Ro
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From the Manse
The Barometer
Having been brought up in a fishing community I was 
made very aware of the importance of the barometer.  
Every home in Scalpay had one.  My father often tapped 
its glass to determine how the weather might unfold.  It 
was, more often than not, very accurate.

Some years ago a man who lived on Long Island, USA, 
bought himself a very fine barometer.  When it arrived at 
his home he was extremely disappointed to find that the 
indicating needle appeared to be stuck, pointing to the 
sector marked ‘HURRICANE.’  

After shaking the barometer vigorously several times, its 
new owner sat down and wrote a scorching letter to the 
store from which he had bought the barometer, and post-
ed it the following morning from his office in New York.  

That evening he returned to Long Island to find not only 
the barometer missing, but his house also.  The barom-
eter’s needle had been right after all.  The hurricane it had 
forecast had come to pass.

The bible is not unlike the Long Island barometer.  It gives 
warnings we would all do well to heed.

The bible warns us of the dangers of not trusting in 
Jesus Christ as our Saviour.  We are warned of being 
exposed to a great hurricane of judgement should we not 
find refuge and shelter in The Rock of Ages.  Eternity is 
merely a breath away.  We can be swept to our deaths 
quickly and without warning.  The bible alerts us to such 
dangers.  It points us to Christ.  It also asks the question, 
‘how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salva-
tion?’ (Heb 2:3).  

The bible is the definitive barometer.  Do we take it serious-
ly when its needle points to the storm clouds of judgment?  

Priscilla Jane Owens asks -  

Will your anchor hold in the storms of life,
when the clouds unfold their wings of strife?
When the strong tides lift, and the cables strain,
will your anchor drift, or firm remain?

She then points us to the ultimate anchor to withstand the 
storm - 

We have an anchor that keeps the soul
steadfast and sure while 
the billows roll;
fastened to the Rock which 
cannot move,
grounded firm and deep in 
the Saviour’s love!

Where is your hope ground-
ed? Have you ‘tapped’ 
into your bible today?  Its 
barometer needle is 100% 
accurate.  Will you heed its 
warnings and take shelter in 
Jesus Christ?

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during May 2016 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 1 May
11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
11am:   Rev Donald A Macdonald   (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
Sunday 8 May
11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
11am:   Mr Joe Macphee (Stornoway) (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
Sunday 15 May
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod
11am:   Rev Kenneth M Ferguson  (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 22 May
11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod    (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod 
Sunday 29 May
11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod    (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 1 May

11am: Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 8 May
6pm: Mr Iain Mackinnon   
         (Gaelic)
Sunday 15 May
11am: Mr Alasdair I Macleod
Sunday 22 May
6pm: Mr Neil Murray (Gaelic)

May Service Times 
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Back Football and Recreation Club
Back Football and Recreation Club - 
What’s on in May

Back FC Development Club will be 
holding a parents evening on Monday 
16th May. We hope as many parents 
as possible will come along and we 
would like to extend a warm welcome 
to any parents of primary age chil-
dren interested in joining. New par-
ents should come to the hall at 6pm 
and parents of existing club members 
should attend with their child at the 
normal time.

Want to try something new? We have 
some more non football options for you 
this month, book club will be meeting 
again on the last Wednesday of the 

month or if you prefer the cake 
and company without 

the reading 

why not join the island bake club when 
they visit Back on the 18th. 

We have a chance to try out a new 
sport; Tchoukball is proving very popu-
lar with the children at Back Primary 
School so we thought it was time the 
grown-ups got to have a go. With tram-
polines for goals, we bet you’ve never 
played a game like this one before.  

Or dancing? We have 2 chances to try 
your hand at line dancing this month. 
It’s a great way to have a fantastic time 
and to also keep fit. The class is suit-
able for all fitness levels and abilities. 
Children aged 11+ are welcome but 
must bring an adult with them - cowboy 
hats are optional. Come on your own 
or with friends and don’t worry if you 
have never danced before - that’s what 
this session is all about.

Dates for your diary: full details can 
be found on our website or sign up 

for our new what’s on email and 
get details delivered to your 

inbox each month. Visit 
www.backfrc.org.uk 

for more informa-
tion or to sign 

up. 

Line Dancing: Tues 10th May 7pm 
and Tues 17th May 11am, £2.50

Tchoukball: Thursday 12th May 
7.15pm, FREE

Back FC Development Club Parents 
Evening: Monday 16th May 6pm

Island Bake Club: Wednesday 18th 
May 7pm

Back Sports Arena Official Opening: 
Friday 20th May 3pm

Book Club Wednesday 25th May, 
£2.50

Football Matches: Back will be playing 
home games at Coll on 6th, 9th, 14th 

and 30th May

B a c k 
Sports Arena 
Official Opening 
Back Football and Recreation Club 
are delighted to announce the official 
opening of their new, all weather, enclosed, 
Sports Arena at Upper Coll, Isle of Lewis.

The ceremony is to take place at the Upper Coll 
Centre, on Friday 20 May 2016, with the official opening 
being performed by the Scottish international football leg-
end, Denis Law CBE. 

The opening of the Back Sports Arena kicks off another chapter in the 
history and ongoing development of Back Football and Recreation Club in 
that it adds yet another facility to the array of resources available at the Upper 
Coll Centre location. 

The project was made possible with funding from Sportscotland, Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar, LEADER, Big 
Lottery Fund and HIE, to 
all of whom, the club is 
hugely indebted.

Several years ago, the 
committee of back Football 
and Recreation Club had 
a vision of creating a cov-
ered all weather sports 
facility to combat the 
ravages of the Lewis cli-
mate. They knew it was 
an ambitious aspiration, 
but were determined to 
bring it to fruition. The 
organisation undertook considerable research, 
with several site visits to see similar projects undertaken. Design options were 
examined and a steel framed fabric cladded building proved to be the most flex-
ible, versatile and economical solution. They then doggedly pursued funding 
avenues, and eventually succeeded in bringing the project from the realms of 
hope and aspiration to reality.

The committee, along with other members of the community, has put in a power 
of work over the years, to accomplish this latest achievement. Whilst there have 
been many invaluable contributions, special mention must be made of the efforts 
and commitment of Calum Iain Graham, a longstanding stalwart of the club, 

Inside of BFRC

whose single minded dedication, 
determination, and drive, has been 
a major factor in creating the hugely 
impressive facility which now exists.

The development was coordinated by 
James Macarthur who commented 
“We are immensely proud of what 
has been achieved here at Back 
Football and Recreation Club. This 
latest addition to an already impres-
sive facility is unrivalled for a club of 
our size, and we look forward to see-
ing it used extensively.  

We are very fortunate to have many 
committed individuals helping the 
youth in our area on a voluntary 
basis.  This facility will be the catalyst 
to providing the wherewithal to assist 
us to do even more to keep them 
interested, and participating in sport 
for life.”

The local community are cordially 
invited to attend this special occa-
sion, with a special invitation being 
extended to all those who have had 
a connection with the club in any 
capacity in the past.
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MOD Traditional Gold Medallist Katy Graham took up the invitation from An Comunn 
Gàidhealach to participate in the 2016 Pan Celtic Festival held this year from 29 March 
to 2 April in Carlow, Ireland.

Katy took part in the Traditional Solo Competition held on the Wednesday evening 
in the George Bernard Shaw Theatre. Competitors from the participating Nations of 
Scotland, Ireland, Isle of Man, Wales, Cornwall & Brittany each sang two own-choice 
songs to a packed Auditorium. Scotland took the top spot with Skipinnish lead singer 

Robert Robertson from Lochaber winning the Competition.

Katy also sang at the Scotland-hosted Ceilidh 
on the Friday and at the closing Ceilidh - again 
hosted by Scotland - in the Seven Oaks Hotel 
on the Saturday evening.

Katy Graham takes part in 2016 Pan Celtic Festival

Katy & Alison Graham perform a duet at the Scotland-hosted Friday Ceilidh in the Seven Oaks Hotel

At the Friday Ceilidh, Alison 
Graham was invited to join a 
dance group from Brittany as 
they performed their unique 
style of line-dancing

Katy Graham in the grounds 
of Carlow College and the 
George Bernard Shaw Theatre just before the Traditional 
Competition at the Pan Celtic Festival.

Gordon ‘Diesel’ Maclennan was the recipient 
of the first Roderick J Macleod Award.

The award, taking the form of an inscribed 
Quaich, is presented by the Isle of Lewis 
Probus Club and is in memory of the late 
Roderick J Macleod (Barts).

It is awarded annually to an individual living 
on the Isle of Lewis who has made a signifi-
cant contribution to the community.

The photo shows Philip Rowe, Probus 
President, presenting the award to Gordon 
Maclennan.

Roderick J Macleod Award

Samaritans here 24/7 if you need to talk.
Free phone from landline or mobile 116123
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Alexander Maciver, 36 Coll
Alasdair Choinnich Dhòmhnaill Bhàin, the youngest son of 
Kenneth and Isabella Maciver, was the village's first casualty 
of the Great War. A soldier with the Scots Guards, he left for 
France on 1 December 1914, after three months of training. 
He was killed in action just eight weeks later on 25 January 
1915 aged 23 years; he is commemorated on the Le Touret 
Memorial in France.

His first cousin, John Ferguson, 32 Vatisker, was lost at the 
Battle of Arras in France in 1917. His brother Neil (Niall na 
Cois) married Catherine Stewart, 47 Coll where their late sons 
Calum and Alexander (am Ministear and an Curla) lived. His 
sister Jane (Bean Dharais) moved to 10 Upper Coll; her son 
Malcolm Maciver was one of the district's fatalities from WW2 
as was his cousin William Maciver (Uilleam Chaluim Iseabail) 
who resided at 36 Coll. Another brother Malcolm (Culaban) 
served with the RNR and survived the war - he later married 
Catherine Graham, 55 Back and moved to 11 Upper Coll. 
Their family of eight included Ishbel (Bean Iain a' Ghep) 
who lived at Broadbay View and Donald (a' Yaach), late of 
11 Upper Coll. The closest relations today are Alexander's 
nieces Catherine Kelly (Katag Chulabain) and Ishbel Sykes 
(Iseabail Neill na Cois), both of whom live in England.

James Beaton, 40 Coll
James, the youngest son of James 

and Isabella Beaton, was one 
of several men in the dis-

trict who served with the 
43rd Canadian Infantry 
(Manitoba Regiment). 
He was killed in action 
on 17 April 1917 aged 
22 years and is bur-
ied in Barlin Communal 

Cemetery at Pas de 
Calais in France. He was 

born in 1894, shortly after his 
father was lost in Bàthadh Chuil, 

an accidental drowning in Broad Bay which claimed the lives 
of seven fishermen from the Pollan Ruadh community of mid-
Coll. His uncles, Allan Maciver (father of Murchadh Ailean, 31 
Coll) and Murdo Maciver (father of Sgaoisidh, 15 Gress) were 
also lost in this tragedy which occurred in the same year as 
Bàthadh Mòr a' Bhac. James' widowed mother and an older 
brother George also predeceased him. His brother Murdo 
(Rankan) served with the RNR and later moved to 18 Upper 
Coll with his wife Margaret MacDonald, 53 Back; her brother 
Evander (Iomhair an Diùc) was lost at sea in January 1917. 
Another of James' brothers, Alexander, also served at sea but 
sadly he was not to return home.

Alexander Beaton, 40 Coll
Of the nine local families who suffered double bereave-
ments in WW1 three of them did so on New Year’s 
Day 1919. Twenty seven year old Alexander Beaton, 

brother of James, served with the 
Mercantile Marine Reserve 

aboard HM Drifter Rose 111 
and was one of the four 
men from Coll who died 
in the Iolaire Disaster. 
His body was recov-
ered and was buried 
at Gress. In the years 
which followed, the sur-
viving Beaton siblings 

would all move from 40 
Coll. Alexander's oldest 

brother Kenneth, who was 
a respected elder in Back 

Free Church, lived at 37 Coll 
with his wife Christina and their family of seven - Ina, the 
last of teaghlach Choinnich Sheumais passed away in 
2011. The brothers' closest living relations are their nieces 
Mabel Gyer (daughter of Aonghas Sheumais who settled 
in Seattle, USA) and Alexina Cumming (Alexina Rankain) 
who was married at 18 Upper Coll and now lives in 
Stornoway. Another niece was the late Isabella Macinnes 
(Iseabail Choinnich Sheumais - Bean Dhòmhnaill Tais) 
who lived in Tong.

Murdo Maciver, 40 Coll
Murdo, known as Murdie, 
was one of ten in the 
family of Alexander and 
Catherine Maciver and 
was the only son to sur-
vive to adulthood. He 
was killed by a sniper 
at Hill 62 in Flanders on 
16 June 1915 aged 25 
years. The previous year 
he had graduated MA at 
Aberdeen University but 
then immediately joined 
the Gordon Highlanders 
with whom he experienced 
the horror of the trenches of Ypres. In common with his 
close friend and contemporary Murdo Murray (Murchadh 
Ruairidh), 18 Back, he kept a diary of his experiences, 
extracts of which were broadcast in a programme entitled 
Sgrìobhaidhean às an Trainnse which aired on Radio nan 
Gaidheal on Remembrance Sunday, 2015. His grief-stricken 
father, who died not long after his son's demise, wrote a 
lament which was included in Cuimhneachan - Bardachd 
a' Chiad Chogaidh, a collection of WW1 poetry which was 
published in 2015. Murdie was buried in Birr Cross Roads 
Cemetery in Belgium and, as an ex-Nicolsonian, his name 
is inscribed on the large bronze plaque which hung on the 
wall of the Francis Street building of his old school. His sis-
ter Christina's husband John Macleod, 29 Vatisker was one 
of the district's war dead as were three of his first cousins: 

Gaisgich Chuil - The Fallen of Coll 1914 - 1919
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James and Alexander Beaton, 40 Coll and Murdo Macleod, 
39 Back. His sister Dolina married Neil Macleod (Ullag) and 
lived at 40 Coll while another sister Murdina moved to 7 Coll 
following her marriage to Murdo Maclean (Mochan). The sur-
viving members of teaghlach Ullag (Mary Ann Graham and 
Neil Macleod) and of teaghlach Mhochain (Katie Bell Jack 
and Chrissie Gordon) are Murdie's closest relations today.

Norman Maciver, 43 Coll
Norman, known locally as Tormod Friasg, was a soldier 
with the Seaforth Highlanders and was one of several men 
from the Loch a Tuath district who fought in Mesopotamia. 
It was there that he was killed in action on 21 January 
1916 aged 20 years. He has no known grave and his 
name is commemorated on the Basra Memorial, Iraq. 
This memorial is one which sadly is seldom visited today 
owing to the ongoing security concerns in the region. He 
was the son of John Maciver, a native of Carloway and 
Isabella (nee Stewart) whose paternal family ties were 
with 4 Vatisker. His only sister Mary was unmarried; 
she latterly lived with her second cousin Kenina Scott, 
Broadbay View (Kennag Shreachain). Isma Maclean and 
Joan Etta Walker (clann-nighean Sheonaidh Shreachain) 
have houses on the family croft at 43 Coll today.

Alexander Mackenzie, 44 Coll
Alexander, the elder 
son of John and Annie 
Mackenzie, served with 
the Seaforth Highlanders 
and was killed in action 
on 11 June 1915 aged 
28 years. His brother 
Kenneth (Coinnsidh) 
served with the RNR 
and survived the war 
- he inherited the fam-
ily croft where he and 
his wife Annie Maciver 
raised their family of four 
sons and one daughter. The brothers' first cousin Angus 
Mackenzie, 36 Back was killed in Mesopotamia in 1916. 
44 Coll is one of the village households where a loss 
was incurred in both world wars - Kenneth's son Angus 
died on active service in 1942 and was buried at Gress. 
Alexander's great-niece Finella MacDonald (nighean 
Sheumais Choinnsidh) lives at this address today.

Murdo Macleod, 54 Coll 
Murdo, a soldier with the Seaforth Highlanders, was killed 
in action at the Battle of Sheikh Sa'ad in Mesopotamia 
on 7 January 1916 aged 25 years. This battle, fought 
between the Allied forces and the Turkish army, claimed 
the lives of eight other Lewismen on the same day, includ-
ing Angus Mackenzie, 36 Back. Their names are recorded 
on the Basra Memorial, Iraq. Murdo was one of three sons 
of Angus and Christina Macleod (Aonghas Bard) who 
answered the call; Angus was a sergeant in the Canadian 
Army while John served with the Royal Fleet Auxiliary. Their 

sister Ishbel inherited the family croft. Her elder daughter 
Ishbel (Bean Chonoicean) lived at 6 New Street, Back and 
her younger daughter Murdag lived at the old family home 
with her husband John Mackay (Iain Steig). Ishbel and 
Murdag's families are Murdo's closest local relations.

Murdo Maciver, 61 Coll
One of two sons of Kenneth and 

Christina Murray to serve 
their country, Murdo (mac 

a' Bhog) was a private 
with the Argyll and 
Sutherland Highlanders 
and was killed in 
action at the Battle 
of St Quentin Canal 
on 2 October 1918 

aged 19 years. This 
battle involved British, 

American and Australian 
troops fighting as a single 

combined force and their vic-
tory was pivotal in leading to the final German surrender 
six weeks later. Murdo is buried in the Bellicourt British 
Cemetery in France. His older brother Kenneth served 
with the RNR. Following the war Murdo's parents moved 
to 37 Upper Coll; their daughter Mrs Peggy Nicolson inher-
ited this croft and her son Kenneth (Kenny Fuda) resides 
there today. Kenny's sister Morag Hughes lives in Wales. 
Murdo's other relations in the district are the descend-
ants of John Maciver, 10 Upper Coll (Daras) and Malcolm 
Maciver, 61 Coll (Curaic) who were his uncles.

Donald Graham, 80 Coll
Dòmhnall a' Ghladston, the 
son of Alexander and 
Annie Graham, served 
with the Canadian Field 
Artillery and was killed 
in a railway accident in 
France on 16 February 
1915 aged 28 years. 
Prior to WW1 he had 
served five years in 
India with the Seaforth 
Highlanders. He was a 
trained motor mechanic 
and he volunteered for war 
service in Quebec in September 
1914. He is interred in the Bois-Guillaume Communal 
Cemetery at Seine-Maritime. His sister Mary was unmar-
ried while another sister Margaret was married to Murdo 
Martin, 58 Back, a respected elder in Back Free Church. 
His brother Murdo worked for the Ford Motor Company 
in Detroit and served with the New Jersey Division of 
the US Army in France. He later married Mary Macleod, 
Grimshader and settled at 78 Coll with their three sons 
John, Sandy and the late Donald Roddy. John lives in 
Stornoway and Sandy lives at Claremont, 78 Coll today.
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We would like to express 
our sincere thanks to all 
the the parents, fam-
ily members and many 
staff who helped 

the children to prepare 
for the Mòd and who 
helped with transport 
and supervision on 
the week itself. Most 
importantly, we would 
like to thank all the 
children who took 
part. Well done!

Rotary Quiz Winners
A team of our P7 pupils took part in the local round of National 
Rotary Club Quiz for Schools at the end of March. This is the 
first time that the event has been held in the Western Isles. 
We were delighted to hear that our team were victorious in 
the Lewis and Harris heat and came back to school with the 
trophy, beating a number of teams from other 

Sgoil a’ Bhac
Mòd Ionadail Leòdhais Special Feature
Sgoil a' Bhac is very proud to be able to look back on a very 
successful performance at this year's local Mòd which took 
place in Stornoway in March. We had a high level of participa-
tion from our children across many of the competi-
tions and, as well as all the individual, group 
and choir prizes won, we were delighted to 
be awarded the prize for the school with the 
highest points across all competitions. 

There were a number of notable highlights 
across the week of the Mòd. They included 
success by a number of children in writ-
ing competitions, a clean sweep of first, 
second and third in the Precenting competi-
tion for Isla Murray, Kitty Maciver and Luke 
Macleod. This was followed by first places 
in recitation competitions for Kitty Maciver 
and Molly Macdonald. We saw more first 
places for David Anderson in Boys Solo 
Singing and for Luke Macleod in Accordion 
Under 13. Our folk group were delighted to 
be awarded first place in their competition after weeks of 
hard work preparing their items. In addition to this, we had 
many other awards of second and third.

To celebrate our success the school held a special post-Mòd 
concert at the end of term. This event allowed all our competitors 
to perform their items for parents and families and gave us the 
chance to celebrate our many successes. chance to celebrate our many successes. 

Recitation Age 9-10 Fluent

1st Kitty Maciver

Recitation Age 11-12 Fluent

1st Molly Macdonald

Recitation Age 5-6 Learners

3rd Equal Lilia Macdonald

Recitation Age 5-6 Fluent

3rd Coinneach Mackenzie

Recitation Age 11-12 Learners

2nd Cara Graham

Girls Solo Singing Age 9-10 Fluent

2nd Molly Macdonald

Girls Solo Singing Age 9-10 Learners

2nd Equal Talia Graham

Conversation Open Primary

2nd Equal Daniel Macleod
2nd Equal Luke Macleod

Precenting of a Psalm

1st Isla Murray

2nd Kitty Anne Maciver
3rd Luke Macleod

Folk Group

1st Sgoil a’ Bhac

Boys Solo Singing Age 9-12 Fluent

1st David Anderson
2nd Tyler Gillies

Unison Singing – Mixed Choir

2nd Sgoil a’ Bhac

Unison Singing – Boys Choir 
3rd Sgoil a’ Bhac

Accordion Under 13

1st Luke Macleod

Girls & Boys Solo Singing Age 7-8 Learners

3rd Kieran Maclennan

Literacy Competiton

1st P6/7 Luke Macleod 
2nd P6/7 Tom Blunt
3rd Equal P6/7 Minnie Kingston-Miles
3rd Equal P4/5 Seumas Murray

Mod Prize winners 2016

Rotary Quiz winners

LATN May 2016.indd   14 02/05/2016   11:47:04



15

island schools.We’d all like to say a huge well 
done to our P7 team, Luke Macleod, Tom Blunt, 
Hannah Mackenzie and Cara Graham.

The team has now qualified to represent the 
Western isles at the Area Finals of the competi-
tion in Dingwall on 14th May. Everyone at the 
school would like to wish them well and we'll let 
you know how they get on in next month's issue 
of Loch a Tuath News.

1. Mixed 
Choir - 2nd place.
2. Boys Choir - 3rd 
place.
3. Folk Group 
Winners - Luke, 
Molly, Rebekah, 
Isla & Minnie (Kitty 
missing from pic)
4. Isla Murray & 
her Precenting 
Group - 1st place.
5. Luke Macleod - 
winner of several 
individual & 
group prizes.

All Mod participants!

1.

2.

3.

5.
4.
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Roving Reporters
Naomi, Sarah and 
Ruby were busy record-
ing the latest news from 
Tong School. Rebecca, 
Julie and Sarah were 
our photographers and 
they have included pic-
tures to show some of 
the classrooms with 
their castle makeovers!

Our Easter Service
On 22nd March the whole school walked down to Tong 
Mission House for our annual Easter Service. It was a 
lovely Spring day and we all enjoyed the walk.

The Mission House was nice and cosy when we 
arrived because the elders turned on the heating. 
Pupils in each class read out some lovely Easter 
poems and Reverend Macleod talked to us about the 
real meaning of Easter.

Dylan and Mrs Mackay accepted a very kind monetary 
donation to the school from Mr Willie Macleod, one of 
the village elders. We were also delighted to receive a 
chocolate egg, a carton of juice and a fold out booklet 
about the Easter story.

We would like to say a big thank you to the mums 
(Anne and Fiona) who helped hand out the treats. Staff 
and pupils appreciate the kindness and support shown 
by all at Tong Mission House.

Here is the poem which Daniel read out during the service:

Easter

Easter is the gift of new life.
Easter is the gift of peace.
Easter is the gift of fun.
Easter is the gift of Jesus.
Easter is the gift of God.
Easter is the gift of hope.
Easter is the gift of joy.
Easter is the gift of love.

By Daniel, P2

Our Castle Topic
Last term our whole school 
(and nursery) covered the 

same topic which was on a ‘castles’ theme. Some 
classes were turned into castles, we made wood pan-
elling, stone effect walls, windows and our story writ-
ing was linked to the castle theme. We had an open 
day where parents, family, and friends were invited to 
see the children’s hard work. It was very encouraging 
to see the large number of visitors and each class 
received very positive feedback about all the interest-
ing pieces of work on display. 

Car Wash and Breakfast Fundraiser
On Saturday, 26th March, P6/7 pupils and their par-
ents helped out at a car wash fundraising event for the 
upcoming trip to Fairburn in May. We previously sold 
tickets to the community for this event but sadly it was 
postponed due to bad weather. However, we were able 
to hold the event on the next available date. Everyone 
was allocated jobs and everyone worked well. The 
parents were in the kitchen cooking a delicious break-
fast or outside washing a long line of cars. The pupils 
were welcoming 

Tong School

Danger! Dragon sleeping in the Nursery castle!

Castle book corner in the Gaelic nursery
Hamish the Highland cow in P1+2
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customers, taking 
orders, selling at stalls, organising raffles, serving 
food and many other jobs too. Due to the great turn-
out on the day we raised over £1000! We are thrilled 
with this incredible total and thank all those who 
supported the event by preparing baking, donating 
items, cooking, washing cars and coming along on 
the day. 

Wonderful Writing
We have included some 
of our Castle themed 
story writing. The P1/2 
topic was ‘Katie Morag 
and Castle McColl’ and 
Cohen has described 
Castle McColl very 
well:

Castle 
McColl
Castle McColl is 
as crackly as a falling 
tower. Castle McColl 
is as creaky as stairs. 
Castle McColl is as hard as a 
harbour. Castle McColl is as dark as 
a stormy sky.

By Cohen, P1

P3/4 were doing some imaginative writing 
about a dragon living near their castle. 
Here is Rosie’s story:

The Dragon Who Wanted to 
Know
Once upon a time there 
was a dragon, she was a 
friendly dragon but eve-
ryone was afraid of her. 
This was because she 
had a big beard and it 
was a rainbow beard. 

It faded when she saw someone and when her beard 
fades she screams. 

One day she was walking down a hill and something 
strange happened, she teleported to an 

imagination land. She saw some peo-
ple playing on a slide.  Suddenly 

they stopped and 
followed her trail of 
gold dust and found 

her.  She was cry-
ing. “What’s 

wrong?” said 
one of them. 

“Nobody likes 
me” she said.  

“Well we like you” they 
said. So they became 
friends and lived hap-
pily ever after.

By Rosie, P3

Suits of armour in P4+5
P6+7 painting and shields

Inside the 
P3+4 castle

is as creaky as stairs. 
Castle McColl is as hard as a 
harbour. Castle McColl is as dark as 

P3/4 were doing some imaginative writing 
about a dragon living near their castle. 

The Dragon Who Wanted to 

Once upon a time there 
was a dragon, she was a 
friendly dragon but eve-
ryone was afraid of her. 
This was because she 

Inside the 
P3+4 castle

“Well we like you” they 
said. So they became 
friends and lived hap-
pily ever after.

By Rosie, P3

Inside the Castle McColl is as hard as a 

Tong School Building
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Bowls
When the indoor bowling started in September last year, 
there were new members who wished to join the club, 
bringing the number up to twenty six, but as always we 
never had a full complement on any night.  The most we 
can play is twenty four, but on most occasions we usually 
had eighteen or less, which enables us to play six triples 
at most times.  

Looking at the league table, hardly anyone had attended 
on every night, and this distorts the league table a bit, but 
irrespective of that the league was won again by Duncan 
(Suggan) Maclean, 
who has been formi-
dable as a bowler, out-
door or indoor.

The club champion 
this year was young 
James MacLeod, who 
managed to get the 
upper hand in the final.  
Congratulations to them 
both on their success.

I hope that next season 
we will have the same 
interest in the bowls 
and see some others 
joining – we could even 
have bowls on two nights if the numbers increase.

Bowls and Football 

With the outdoor season just beginning, I would encourage trying the 
outdoor bowls, playing on the lush green of the Stornoway Bowling Club.

The hat night on a Thursday is open to anyone, and you don't need to be a 
member to play, so why not come along and 

give it a try?

The league table for the 
bowls is as in the March 

issue, except for 
Peter O’Donnell in 

second place and 
Malky Macleod 

in third.

Football
The season has just kicked off, and from 
what I have seen, there is improvement 
in the team, although so far no wins 
as yet. With this type of weather it is 
difficult to make an assessment of the 
potential of the team, but as I said there 
is a big improvement on last year. Once 
the players gel together, better results 
might be round the corner.

The managers of the juniors will be 
giving you a report once their season 
starts.

D.A. Stewart withSingles champion James Macleod

League Champion 
Duncan 'Suggan' 
Maclean

Mark Macdonald

with Triples captain Sean Macdonald

L. James Beaton, 
40 Coll,  R. Murdo 
Maciver, 40 Coll, 
Unknown in 
middle. James and 
Murdo (Murdie) 
were both lost in 
the first World War 
and are mentioned 
in this issue’s 
Gaisgich Chuil. In 
this photograph, 
as can be seen, 
they are all in 
‘civvies’, possibly 
before they went 
off to war.

member to play, 

L. to R. Colin 
More, Jessie Mary 

Dhomhnaill Iain 
(40 Upper Coll), 

Chrissie Sheorais 
an Towrie (28 

Upper Coll)
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifie
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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Back in Time - Back      May 1946
Charge Declared Vacant
The charge at Back Church was 
declared vacant last Sunday, when Rev 
John Macleod preached an appropri-
ate sermon from the text, Revelations, 
xiv, 13.

Fishing
Several of the local boats have been 
getting good catches for some time. 
The bulk of the fish is sold locally.

Good Show
A highly successful concert, produced, 
acted and compered by members of the 
Back Concert Party, was held in Back 
School recently. Thanks to the efforts 
of a group of village lads who set things 
going, the abundant, but until now 
latent, talent in Back as shown to the 
best advantage. The school rooms were 
crowded with an appreciative audience, 
and the items followed each other with 
no loss of time. Mr Donald Macleod, 
Lighthill, was the genial compere.  
Proving that bilingual shows are now 
more popular than all-Gaelic ones. Miss 
Jean Maciver’s spirited interpretation of 
American songs was warmly received. 
The principal actors in the racy sketch 
- Miss Katie Bell Maciver, Messrs 
George Mackay and Ivor Stewart - 
acquitted themselves well, with flashes 
of outstanding acting.

One the highlight of the evening 
was a duet, sung by Miss Mary A 
Mackay and Mr Ivor Stewart, who has 
a voice of exceptionally fine timbre. 
Miss Katie Bell Maciver, who has 
an aptitude for mimicry, as well as a 
delightful voice; Misses Peigi Mairi 
Matheson, Murdina Graham, Etta A 
Mackay and Mary A Mackay, whose 
renderings of Gaelic songs were remi-
niscent of the grand Gaelic singers of 
old; and Messrs George Mackay, Ivor 
Stewart and Alex Graham gave the 
audience their best entertainment for 
a long time. Melodeon playing by Mr 

Kenny Macleod, who is recognised 
as one the best players in the Island, 
and pipe music from Mr Neil Macleod 
rounded off a memorable evening. 
The Concert Party have set themselves 
a high standard, but, knowing them, 
we can be sure that not only will they 
maintain it, but will surpass it on the 
next occasion. 

The Concert Party
In the report of the Back Concert 
Party’s activities in the last issue 
(see above), the name of Mr Donald 
Macleod, Back, was unintentionally 
omitted, although Mr Macleod’s voice, 
like good wine, “needs no bush.” All 
who had the pleasure of hearing him 
at the concert found that his years of 
service in foreign climes have not 
impaired his singing. The Concert 
Party hopes that more of the village’s 
talented folk will follow the lead of Mr 
Macleod, who, although not actively 
connected with the Party, obligingly 
came forward at the Concert to lend a 
helping hand.

Runaway Win
On Wednesday, 15th May, Back met 
Carloway at Upper Coll for their first 
game of the Senior League. Carloway 
kicked off at a fast pace, and had the 
Back team guessing, but the Back 
team soon settled down. J Maclennan 
got possession of a loose ball on the 
right wing, and from 30 yards out 
scored one of his “specials.” Ten min-
utes later, Maclennan again scored 
in the same manner. For the rest of 
the game, play was mostly in the 
Carloway half of the field. A third 
goal was scored for Back by Alex 
Angus Stewart and the fourth came 
through one of the Carloway play-
ers who kicked the ball into his own 
goal.  Half-time came with the score - 
Back, 4; Carloway, 0. After half-time, 
Back had the advantage of the little 
wind there was and from the kick off 

had the best of the game. Carloway 
put up a good show, but towards the 
end of the game seemed to tire form 
the onslaught of the Backochs.George 
Mackay, playing at right-half for Back, 
scored Back’s fifth goal with a nice 
grounder from twenty yards out. M 
Macdonald scored two more goals, 
and John Macdonald another, which 
brought the final score to - Back, 8; 
Carloway, 0. Back team:- J Graham; K 
Morrison and A Kelly; G Mackay, D 
Murray and ? Morrison; J Maclennan, 
M Macdonald, J Macdonald, A A 
Stewart and M Macleod.

Demobbed
Those demobbed recently were Murdo 
Macleod, 47 Vatisker, RN; Malcolm 
Macleod, 14 Vatisker, RAF; Kenneth 
Murray, 23 Coll, RN; and Alex J 
Macaskill, Lighthill.  Mr Macaskill has 
now returned to Aberdeen University 
to complete his MA Degree.  

On Leave
Angus Maclennan, New Street, Back, 
RAF, and Samuel Macleod, New 
Street, Back, RN.

Obituary
The death of Mrs Peggy Finlayson 
took place recently at the home of 
her daughter. Her husband, Evander 
Ferguson, pre-deceased her twenty 
years ago. She was 92 years of age, 
and although she had been bedridden 
for the greater part of seven years, 
she maintained a cheerful outlook and 
never complained. A week before her 
death she slipped when getting out of 
bed, and in her fall broke her thigh-
bone. In spite of careful attention, the 
bones refused to knit, and the shock 
weakened her considerably. To her 
only surviving daughter, Mrs Macleod, 
23 Vatisker, and to her grandchildren, 
we extend our sympathy. There was a 
large attendance at the funeral, which 
took place to Gress cemetery.
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Do you need help with your tax return?
Murray Mackay is the only Chartered Tax Advisor in 
practice in the Western Isles - the highest level tax 
qualification in the UK.

Murray is therefore best placed to prepare your tax 
return to ensure all possible tax reliefs and deduc-
tions are claimed - thereby keeping your tax liability 
to an absolute minimum.

Murray is also able to meet your other business 
needs - whether it be accounts, book-keeping, VAT 
returns or corporation tax.

Specialist tax services also provided.

For more information contact Murray Mackay
Tax Solutions Scotland Limited (Chartered Tax Advisers)

www.taxsolutionsscotland.co.uk / 07793 535 227
murray@taxsolutionsscotland.co.uk
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Còisir 

Sgìr a’ Bhac

    Soup & Pudding 
             Lunch

                     at

 Back Community Hut 

          21 May 2016

             12 – 2pm

Fancy winning a £50 restaurant voucher??  We are looking for a pho-
tograph that best represents the season of Summer - hopefully we’ll 
get one this year!  The winner will win the voucher and have their 
winning submission on the cover of the Loch a Tuath News.  We also 
hope to have a showcase of other entries we receive.

Please submit your entries to Melanie at latneditor2@outlook.
com, or to any of the other committee members.  We hope to have the winner announced in 
our September issue, so please have your photographs in by the deadline for that issue, which 
will be 15 August 2016, which gives plenty of time to get snapping over the summer season!

We look forward to seeing your pictures – good luck!

Photography  Competit ion

The Volunteer Centre Western Isles is based in Lewis, Harris, Uist and Barra. We can proudly say that 
we have a higher percentage of people volunteering than anywhere else in the country! The Volunteer 
Awards celebrate and recognise the essential volunteering contribution made by people and organisa-
tions within our communities.

Do you know...

...someone who deserves to be recognised for their contribution through volunteering?

or
...an organisation that provides vital support for volunteering?

If so, please nominate them for one of our Volunteer Awards! The categories are...

• Young Volunteer of the Year (Under 25)
• Volunteer of the Year (Over 25)
• Organisation of the Year
• Services to Volunteering (outstanding contribution award)

Volunteer Awards Ceremonies will take place in Stornoway, Tarbert, 
Balivanich and Castlebay during national Volunteers Week, 1st – 
7th June

You can find our nomination forms on www.volunteeringwestern-
isles.co.uk

Find us on Facebook under ‘Volunteer Centre Western Isles’

Or please contact Bellann O’Brien at Volunteer Centre Western 
Isles, 95 Cromwell Street, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, 01851 
700366 / email:

bellann@volunteeringwesternisles.co.uk

Closing date for nominations is 
Thursday 12th May

Volunteer Awards 2016
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Colin and Anna Tucker 
(10c Upper Coll) tell 
of their experiences of 
the Japanese islands, 
which they travelled to 
while visiting their son 
in Tokyo recently.

Mention the names 
Ryuku Islands or 
Okinawa and the reac-
tion of most people will 
be either ‘never heard 
of them’ or ‘that’s where the Americans fought the 
Japanese during the Second World War’. That would 
have been my reaction before we visited some of 
these islands while on a fortnight’s holiday to Japan 
last November. It was certainly not where we would 
have gone had we organised the trip ourselves, but 
we had the advantage of a ‘local tour guide’ in the 
form of our son who was living in Tokyo at the time 
and had the knowledge to take us to bits of Japan that 
most people would never see.

A careful look at the atlas shows that Japan consists 
of considerably more than the well-known crescent 
shape of the four main islands, and in fact the country 
stretches many miles both north and south of the main 
archipelago. Okinawa lies at the southern extrem-
ity. To put its location in perspective we took a three 
hour flight from Osaka – the equivalent of flying from 
Stornoway to Paris, and on landing we were nearer to 
mainland China than to Tokyo. We were also now in a 
sub-tropical region, just north of the 26° line of latitude.

At the time everything was new and different; on 
looking back now, I realise that the islands we visited 
could be compared to our own Western Isles, as I will 
attempt to do here.

In terms of size there is little difference between 
Okinawa, with an area of 877 square miles is only 
slightly larger than the combined area of Lewis and 
Harris (841 square miles). Both islands have an 
airport. Here the similarities end, however! I have 
no need to describe Stornoway Airport here, nor the 
journey into town, and certainly not the town itself. 
Landing at Naha Airport on Okinawa was more like 
landing at Glasgow or Edinburgh - a huge terminal 
building with escalators to the different levels, res-
taurants, and shops - more shops than you could 
imagine at an airport, selling everything from designer 
clothes to the most amazing range of what can only 
be described as Japanese ‘tat’.

Why was there such a large airport? The answer lies in 
the fact that unlike the Long Island’s meagre population 
of about 21,000, there are no fewer than 1,400,000 peo-
ple living on Okinawa. In the same vein while Stornoway 
boast a population of about 8,000, whereas Naha, the 
capital of Okinawa, is almost 100 times bigger, with 

Visiting Japan's 
'Western Isles'

about 
700,000 inhabitants - more 
than in Edinburgh. I did find it hard to think how all these people 
made a living on this island isolated in the Pacific Ocean.

Like on Lewis the airport was away from the city centre. To get from 
the airport to the city centre at Naha there was an ultra-modern mon-
orail, perched on stilts above the streets, affording an excellent view 
of the city. Perhaps that Stornoway could build the same! The city 
itself was like any large city - high-rise buildings, busy streets, and 
non-stop traffic. As would be expected there were plenty of shops, 
but some of them were selling things certainly not to be seen in SY 
(or Gordon’s). There were jars of liquid with a snake lying curled on 
the bottom - apparently a local drink, and strange looking cucumber-
like vegetables, which were only to be found in Okinawa. We also 

wandered round the covered 
market, about half of which 
seemed to be selling nothing 
but fish. No sign of the usual 
cod, ling and mackerel; instead 
an amazing array of all kinds 

of fish, of 

every colour, shape and size 
you could imagine. There 
was also a stall selling noth-
ing but tins of Spam. This, 
we learned, was consid-
ered a bit of a delicacy, a 

Goya, a cucumber type vegetable  specific to 
Okinawa

Local Okinawan spirit, we did not 
try it!
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like going to Vatersay before the causeway was built. About 
250 people lived in the village by the pier. There was some 
accommodation, as the island attracted whale watchers and 
surfers, and we stayed in a hotel intriguingly built above a 
shark research station. From our balcony we looked down on 
the village houses, and scattered among them little plots of 
land. In quite a few of these Japanese cailleachs toiled, bent 
over their crops weeding and hoeing by hand, although oth-
ers were content to sit under the shade of a tree. That even-
ing once again we had to kick ourselves to believe that we 
were eating our dinner al fresco in the middle of November.

There was more sunbathing, swimming and snorkelling, 
with large turtles being seen close enough almost to touch. 
Rather than hire a car, for the island is only a few miles 

long and there are few roads, 
we hired bicycles. We also 

used our bicycles to explore 
the neighbouring islands 
of Geruma  and Fukaji. 
Geruma had been con-
nected to Akajima by a 
huge modern bridge - 
a bit like the Scalpay 
Bridge - and a modern 
wide road had been built 
along the side of the 
island. At the far end was 

the village where lived 
the island’s population of 
about eighty. We found it 
hard to believe that this 
village had a school, with 
both primary and sec-
ondary pupils, in spite of 
there being the same on 
Akajima. Clearly there was 
no schools closure policy 
there. The idiosyncracies 
did not stop there, for just 
beyond the village another 
bridge took us on to Fukaji, 
an even smaller island. As 
we pedalled and pushed up 
the steep hill we saw not 
one sign of habitation, for 
the island has a population of 
zero. There may be no-one 
living there but there was, at 
the end of the road, an airport. 
The island was little more than 
a runway. We knew it was an 
airport because in addition to 
the runway there was a wind-
sock and a substantial terminal 
building.  It was open and we 

were able to wander through the departure lounge and use 
the facilities. But it was as deserted as the Mary Celeste, and 
we found out there had been no scheduled flights in or out 
for several years. It suggested that a huge amount of money 
had been spent on the infrastructure to keep the isolated 
rural areas from feeling hard done by - once more a parallel 
could be drawn with the islands.

Our three days on the islands had been a wonderful taste of 
a landscape, people and a way of life quite different to our 
own (even if we did keep making comparisons!). It would 
have been good to have stayed longer to get more of a feel 
for the place, but we had reluctantly to make the reverse jour-
ney we had come, boarding the ferry once more for Okinawa, 
followed by the flight to Tokyo. Arrival back there was another 
culture shock, but that is another story.

throwback to the days of the American occupation fifty years 
ago. We ventured upstairs, to find a smoke-filled restaurant 
filled with locals noisily eating up some of the fish from below. 
The Japanese may have banned smoking on the street, but 
it was certainly not forbidden in restaurants. 

The next morning we set off to visit other islands. This was 
more like going to the Hebrides. The ferry was considerably 
smaller than the Loch Seaforth, but it had the usual car deck 
and passenger lounges. These had no seats in them - the 
Japanese simply removed their shoes and either squatted or 
lay on the floor. Also unlike most journeys on a Calmac ferry 
we were able to sit out on the deck - literally on the deck - as 
once more no seats. We were amused to see a sign which 
would definitely not be required by Calmac; it read ‘Please do 
not remove your clothes on deck’.

Two hours later we called at the first 
island. It was just like here - ropes, 
gangway, and car ramp, but per-
haps Stornoway could take a tip 
from this island and paint the 
quay with a colourful seascape 
and ‘Welcome to Lewis’ painted 
in huge letters. Another half an 
hour brought us to our desti-
nation, the sub-tropical island 
of Zamami, the largest of the 
Kerama Islands. We could draw 
comparisons with arriving at Barra, 
as the island was of a similar size 
and population, with almost all of the 
250 inhabitants living in the main settlement by 
the pier. Here the resemblance ended. In shape the 
island was a bit like an octopus, with headlands 
snaking out like tentacles. It was quite hilly and 
covered with lush forests which ended right on 
the shoreline, where there were some stunning 
beaches. That’s like Barra, I hear you saying, but 
the sand on these beaches was a white, hard 
coral, while the clear waters of the ocean beyond 
was not only enjoyably warm but contained a 
myriad of colourful fish easily seen with aid of a 
snorkel and goggles. We reminded ourselves, 
too, that we would not have been applying sun-
cream on Coll Beach in mid-November with the 
temperature heading towards 30°C.

We did the tourist bits - we hired a car and 
drove to all the extremities of the island. 
Several had what the tourist brochure called 
‘observatories’ - these were, in fact, view-
points, each with what looked like a small 
wooden shelter at the vantage spot, but were 
actually made of concrete disguised as wood. 
From one we watched a magnificent sunset, 
the red-golden orb slowly sinking below the horizon of the 
sea. We saw the statue of Marilin, situated looking across to 
a neighboring island. This was to commemorate a dog which, 
as the story goes, fell in love with Shiro, a dog from this other 
island. Shiro used to swim across to meet up with Maririn and 
they had three litters of puppies. As only the Japanese would 
do, the story of the two dogs was made into a film! 

We went out to a restaurant for our meal in the evening. Not 
the usual three courses we would expect here, but traditional 
cuisine of Kerama, including a seemingly never-ending suc-
cession of little bowls containing raw fish, seaweed, a variety 
of strange beans, and tofu in awomori  (a Japanese alcohol), 
washed down with glasses of the local beer.

The next day we made the short crossing to the island of 
Aka, even smaller than Zanami. It did make us feel a bit 

Looking down on Zamami form one of the many view points

Arrival at Aka
harbour withwelcoming painted pier
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Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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How soon we pass from the Spring to the Summer and, 
with the days lengthening, let's hope we have a rela-
tively warm Summer. May does mark 
a special month as Summer bed-
ding plants are now available from 
shops and garden centres. But, be 
cautious with shop bought bedding 
plants as they come direct from the 
growers, brought on under glass. 
They must first be hardened before 
planting outside, as May's tempera-
ture can suddenly drop, especially 
at night when the occasional frost 
can occur.  It is wise in our part of 
the country to delay planting out 
bedding plants until the beginning of 
June as, regarding warmth, we are at least 4 weeks or 
more behind more southern parts of the country. 

Planting from seed gives added joy to gar-
dening as you expe-
rience the pleas-
ure of seeing the 
plants develop from 
scratch. We have on 
the island excellent 
garden centres which 
stock ideal plants 
and shrubs suit-
able for our climate 
and expert advice is 
always available.

One notable menace 

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Summer Planting

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £35.64 to Laura Graham, 5 Catherine Hill, Coll, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £35.64
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

in the garden is moss. This is a non-flowering plant which 
can be a serious problem as it grows in damp, stag-

nant and acid conditions. As it grows, aer-
ating and brush-
ing sand may 
improve heavy 
soil as well as 
moss and weed 
killer and scarify-
ing, but if prop-
er drainage is 
absent, then the 
problem will not 
go away. Another 
cause could be 
low soil fertility. 
Scalping the lawn 
also encourages 

moss and weed, as both overtake the grass in growth.

We should not be too reluctant to prune, 
as pruning is essential for shrubs and 
plants which can withstand drastic cut-
ting. The cornus, which is commonly 
known as dogwood, and the buddleia 
or butterfly bush, can both be pruned 
back to 2 inches from last year's old 
stump. Hopefully we shall see some 
coloured butterflies this year which, 
along with the bumblebee, add delight 
to the garden.

From the Poileagan

Red Admiral

Summer Bedding Plants - Petunias
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Lt Col Crawford Maclellan tells of his last tour to Kabul, in what 
can be a very challenging environment.  We featured Crawford 
previously in the Loch a Tuath News when he received the 
United States Bronze 
Star Medal. 

I arrived in Kabul, with 
snow still on the hills, 
on 4th January on a 
UK military flight, after 
leaving Brize Norton 
early the previous day. 
As we got off the plane 
in Kabul, we were 
advised that the air-
port had just suffered 
a large Vehicle Borne 
Improvised Explosive 
Device (VBIED) attack. 
The main perimeter wall 
was demolished around 
a NATO compound and 
several civilian con-
tractors killed, it was 
an estimated 1000lbs 
(approx) of explosives 
on a flat bed lorry, initi-
ated by the driver as he 
approached the com-
pound. The following night when I got 
to the main NATO HQ base in the cen-
tre of Kabul, alarms sounded for lock 
down of the facility and everybody to 
remain in place. Lots of gunfire round 
the base and force protection troops 
preparing for an attack, turned out to be 
the Afghanistan national cricket team 
had just won a major cricket match and 
this was just celebratory fire - 1000s of 
rounds all going up in the air in a city of 
3 million - some of them did land inside 
our perimeter without injury! 

Thankfully things were a bit quieter for the next week or so 
until 12th January when we suffered an earthquake, a bit 
like a train running past with a slight rumble, and then lots of 
vibration that rises and then falls away. Nothing new in Kabul 
as they get them all the time. A week later I joined 2 SCOTS 
(RHF) in an adjacent base to attend a change of Commander 
ceremony and say hello to one or two old friends, but missed 
Maj Colin Macleod, the Padre, who was home on leave, not 
to Lewis, but to Edinburgh where he is now based.  It was 

nice to see a few Tam o Shanters and hear the pipes. Some 
elements of 5 SCOTS (Argylls) were supporting the main 
security force in Kabul so I had a chance to chat to some of 

their jocks as well.

Kabul was never quiet for long, and a rocket attack close 
to our base kept us out of bed for a few hours as fires 
were doused and accounting for everybody took place. 
Other incidents affected the local population more so, with 
Afghan forces targeted by shootings and suicide bomb-
ers. One of the worst was beside our base at the start of 
February, when a suicide bomber initiated a device in a 
queue for those entering the Ministry of Defence, killing 
20 Afghan military and civilians and injuring another 25. 
Shortly before this, a Police HQ was targeted in the same 
way and 15 Police were killed with many more injured. 
As part of my job I have to investigate all Green on Blue 
shooting incidents arising in Afghanistan which unfortu-
nately entails our Afghan colleagues, whom we train and 
advise, attacking us and at the end of February I had my 
first incident in Kabul at one of the Ministries we visited 
regularly. A patrol were purposely targeted by a guard for 
no reason and they returned fire, killing the guard and 
extracting quickly, with no injuries to our friendly forces. 

As a matter of course 
the incident was still 
investigated to deter-
mine whether we 
had been justified 
in killing the guard, 
which was proven 
to be proportionate 
and appropriate to 
saving life. These 
events are far fewer 
than previous years, 
however even one 
incident damages 
the relationship and 
trust between the 
Afghan and NATO 
forces. The previ-
ous event to this 

unfortunately resulted in the deaths of two US Special Forces 
personnel which my predecessor dealt with.  

More pleasant events was weekly church on a Friday in the HQ, 
which I attended the odd service from the Padre from 2 SCOTS, 
Maj Colin Macleod whose family still live in Back. We also had 
a visit from the Miami Dolphin cheerleaders to raise spirits! 
Looking forward to spending time at home in April to take in the 
Easter holidays, and then back to Kabul for another 3 months. 

Kabul Diary Snow on the hills around Kabul

Patrolling in Kabul City

Me and the 
Padre

LATN May 2016.indd   29 02/05/2016   11:47:45



30

New Earlier Opening Hours for the Post Office

As  from  Tuesday  3rd  May  the  Post  Office  
will  be  opening  from  8am  Monday – Friday  
to  make  it  easier  for  customers  to  access  
our  services  on  their  way  to  work.  

OPEN CLOSED

MONDAY 8am 5:30pm
TUESDAY 8am 5:30pm
WEDNESDAY 8am 1pm
THURSDSAY 8am 5:30pm
FRIDAY 8am 5:30pm
SATURDAY 9am 12:30pm

LATN May 2016.indd   30 02/05/2016   11:47:49



31

"What's for tea, Ma?"

What mother doesn't dread that question?  I'm sure I fed 
him last night...

Having a forage in the freezer, I quickly realised my 
choices were limited; chicken fillets (again), a solitary 
Weightwatcher's microwave dinner (no thanks...) or 
haddock fillets.  Now I've nothing against fish and chips, 
but I didn't fancy starting to make messy beer batter 
at that time of day.  I had a quick look through the 
cupboards and decided on something slightly different.

I promise you, this recipe is very easy to prepare.  I'll give 
you warning too, the Aioli might seem a bit hot (if you're 
anything like me and stick a fing...
sorry, teaspoon in to have a wee 
taste before you decant it into 
a bowl) but trust me, once 
it melds with the herby, 
nutty crust it transforms 
into an explosion of 
flavours that sets your 
taste buds tingling.

For the Aioli
- 1/3 cup mayonnaise
- 1 tablespoon olive oil
- 2 small fresh garlic cloves, peeled 
and crushed
- 1/8 teaspoon salt
- 1/4 teaspoon pepper
- juice of 1/2 a lime
- 1/2 teaspoon chili powder (cayenne)
- 1/2 teaspoon paprika
- 1/2 ounce fresh coriander

Simply mix everything together, cover with clingfilm and 
leave to chill in the fridge.

For Sweet Potato Chips
- 2 sweet potatoes
- 1 tablespoon olive oil
- A pinch of salt flakes and a couple of grinds of pepper
- A tablespoon of paprika (this is optional - I just like a 
bit of heat)

Preheat your oven to 200 deg C, 400 deg F or Gas Mark 6

Mix potatoes, oil and seasonings together until well coated.

Tip into a large baking tin, big enough to hold them all in 
one layer.

Roast in the hot oven for 30 minutes or until cooked 
through.

Meanwhile, get on with preparing the fish.

For the Crust
- 4 tablespoons fresh breadcrumbs
- 4 heaped tablespoons pistachios, - finely crushed or 
ground
- 1 teaspoon dried oregano
- 1 teaspoon dried thyme
- 1 garlic clove, peeled and crushed
- 1/4 teaspoon sea salt

- 1/4 teaspoon pepper
- zest of 1/2 a lime

- juice of 1/2 a lime
- 1/4 cup dry white wine (Sauvignon 

Blanc works well in this dish)
- 1 tablespoon olive oil

Mix everything together to form a 
paste.

- 2 Haddock Fillets
- 1 egg whisked with a little milk or 

water to make a wash
- 2 tablespoons Olive oil

Wash and dry the fish.

Place skin side down on a plate and brush the top with 
the egg wash.

Pack the nutty crust all over and leave to set for a few min-
utes.

Heat the oil in a large, heavy based frying pan

Place the fish, carefully in the hot oil, skin side down-
Cook for about 5 minutes until the skin is crispy and the 
fish has started to cook through.

Turn the fish over carefully and brown the crust.  This 
should take another 2 - 3 minutes. (depending on the 
type of fish you've used.  A thinner fillet will need much 
less time)

Remove the fish from the pan and place onto a baking 
tray.  Pop into the oven for 5 minutes.

Serve immediately with a stack of sweet potato chips, a 
side dish with your Aioli dip, a wedge of lime and some 
coriander garnish if you're feeling chefy.

I hope you enjoy it as much as we did.

Pistachio and herb Crusted Haddock with Sweet Potato Chips

Oisean a' Chòcaire
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Material for publication in the JUNE issue of Loch a Tuath News 
must be in before MONDAY 16th MAY 2016

Back, Tong & Tolsta 
40th Reunion

Back row: Innes Graham 
(Back), Lewis Campbell 
(Back), David Macleod 
(Coll), Robbie Maclennan 
(Back)

Front Row: Muriel 
Murray (Tolsta), Nicola 
Macdonald (Tong), 
Joan Stewart (Upper 
Coll), Muriel Macrae 
(Back)

Photograph courtesy 
of Malcolm Macleod 
Photography, Stornoway

The Back Cairdeas group enjoyed a lovely belated Christmas lunch at the Cabarfeidh Hotel in 
March. All senior citizens are welcome to come along to Cairdeas every second Wednesday 2-4pm 
at Back Community Hut, for tea, baking and a speaker most afternoons.
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