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Fàilte
It’s hard to believe I’m welcoming 
you to the June issue of Loch a 
Tuath News! already! Things are 
getting busy here in Col Uarach, 
what with the crazy last few weeks 
of school term approaching, where 
there are just not enough hours in 
the day to fit in all the end of term 
school and extra-curricular activities! 
Schools and nurseries manage to 
squeeze so much into this term, I’m 
sure they will all be looking forward 
to their summer break! We’ve been 
very fortunate to have had a few 
days of lovely sunny weather, so 
here’s hoping we’ll get some more 
soon. We are coming up to our sum-
mer July/August double issue as 
well, so please get in touch if you’d 
like to submit anything.

In this month’s issue, you can catch 
up with all the usuals, as well as the 
latest instalment of our Growing up 
in Brevig series, and also the first 
part of Gaisgich Thunga – please 
note the request for any further infor-
mation at the beginning of this arti-
cle. Thank you so much for all your 
wonderful feedback on these items, 

they certainly have been very popu-
lar over the last few months.  Please 
keep in touch with all your ideas and 
suggestions, so we can organise 
and plan future issues.

Loch a Tuath News was very kindly 
invited to the opening of the new, 
and very impressive, Back Sports 
Arena at Upper Coll Centre. This 
was a brilliant event, Terri Davies 
has a piece about it in this month’s 
issue, but keep a look out in our 
July/August issue for some pictures 
and more about the day. What a bril-
liant facility to have on our doorstep, 
here’s hoping the community will get 
a lot of use out of it. A big pat on 
the back has to go the committee of 
Back Sports & Recreation Club, who 
have been working very hard behind 
the scenes.

Can I remind you all of the photogra-
phy competition from our May issue, 
get your cameras out and your pic-
tures sent in! As always, any ideas, 
pictures and suggestions for Loch a 
Tuath News can be submitted to the 
committee.

Wishing you all a blessed (and 
sunny!) June,

Melanie

Cover Picture: Soccer Sevens in Dundee

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: latneditor2@outlook.com
By post: Taigh Gone, 27 Upper Coll, HS2 0LS

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible.  If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 
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As NA 
BAilteAN

area for two four-year terms from 1978-86.

With his interest in crofting Murdo became an 
enthusiastic member of the Lewis Crofters 
Ltd. And in that capacity gave valuable prac-
tical assistance.

When asked in an interview for LaTN in 1993 
what “ the happiest moment in his varied and 
interesting life was” he had no hesitation in 
answering that it was when he experienced 
a saving change in his life, from being a lost 
sinner to seeing the beauty and suitability of 
the Lord Jesus Christ As Saviour.

His life from that time was completely trans-
formed and he devoted much of his energy to 
his Master’s Cause. He went on to the Back 
Free Church congregation as a Deacon and 
then as an Elder. For eight years (1994-2006) 
he carried out the duties as Session Clerk to 
the Deacon’s Court with diligence and much 
accuracy which gained the respect and con-
fidence of his colleagues.

Murdo had his fair share of the bitter sorrows 
and disappointments of this life. He experi-
enced the loss of two sons at a comparatively 
young age, with only four years separating 
these tragic losses. He was graciously upheld 
during and after these harrowing and heart 
breaking occasions.

Those who witnessed at his bedside the 
closing hours of his last illness were aware 
of the presence of the One who sticketh 
closer than any brother and of  the verity of 
His promises, “ that a place was prepared 
for him where sighing and sorrow shall flee 
away and all tears shall be wiped away”.

Much sympathy is extended to his sorrowing 
widow, Mary, to his son and daughter, to his 
brother and sisters and to all the grandchil-
dren.

Gress
New Baby
Pictured on page 4, is baby Sadie Jayne 
Davis, daughter of Nicolas and Laura-Jayne 
Davis, who was born on 9th April 2016, 
weighing in at 8lb 10oz! Sadie’s grandparents 
are Dr Neil and Kinny Davis, Gress Lodge 
and Ian and Catriona Maciver, Stornoway.  
Our congratulations again to all the family.

Congratulations
Alison Bruce, the daughter of Amanda and 
Gavin Bruce (Inverness) is now working 
with the Comunn na Gaidhlig in Stornoway. 
She was staying with her Granny, Murdag 
Sgaoisidh, before finding a flat in town. We 
hope she enjoys working in her new post and 
she will be kept busy with the organising of 
the coming Mod.

New Baby
Gracie Isla was born on 21st April (Queen's 
birthday) at 12.33 am, weighing 7lbs 5 oz, 
at the Royal United Hospital, Bath. Her 
proud parents, Shona and Jamie Hillman 

BAck/VAtisker
Tribute
The late Murdo Macdonald, known through-
out the islands as ‘Murdo Carpets’ passed 
away peacefully on Friday 29 April 2016 in 
Raigmore Hospital, Inverness, at the age of 
80 years.

He was the younger son of the late Allan 
and Mary Macdonald, 7 Vatisker. Teaghlach 
Allan Phudair, a family of four daughters and 
two sons, were well known and well liked 
growing up as children in the community of 
Vatisker known as Buaile an Ochd. There, 
many young lads grew up and enjoyed any 
green patch available to kick a football. The 
seashore and rocks were always inviting for 
crabs, portain and cudaigs.

The writer of this tribute for LaTN finds it 
extremely difficult to mark the passing of 
another of his lifelong friends for we were all 
“nursed upon the self- same hill”. We were 
taught by the same teachers all of whom are 
now gone, and we played football on what 
was often a rough stony playground where 
there was always the trouble of retrieving the 
ball from the Master’s garden.

Soccer moves were mastered with the result 
that success was achieved in winning the 
same trophy, The Kemnay Cup, without los-
ing a game for three years running. Murdo 
played a prominent part as a very safe goal-
keeper in the former youth competition and 
in the Roma Cup.

When our teenage years were all too quickly 
over we went our different ways to pursue our 
different vocations but we continued to keep 
in touch, our friendship uninterrupted.

Murdo was a man of parts and talents and 
as the years of experience and maturity 
progressed that became apparent. Murdo 
did not follow Further Education but he was 
taught well in the University of Life.

Murdo joined the RAF when compulsory 
conscription was coming to an end and he 
was posted to spend three years in Egypt 
and Cyprus during the unrest and turmoil  for 
independence.

Following his period of National Service he 
found employment with the Co – operative 
Society as a salesman supervisor in their 
Carpet and Furniture Store on Cromwell 
Street. Both employees and customers 
found in him a pleasant, cheerful and cour-
teous person and some still have precious 
memories of how willingly he dealt with 
enquiries. 

The experience gained gave him confi-
dence to branch off on his own and estab-
lish his own business, trading as Lewis 
Carpet Centre which under his supervision 
became a well-known business.

To add further to his considerable responsibil-
ities he contested and won the Coll Ward of 
the Western Isles Council. He served that 

of Corsham Wiltshire, already have a son, 
Luca Lewis. Gracie's grandparents are Iain 
and Joan Maciver, formerly 47 Gress. Our 
very best wishes go to Shona, Jamie and 
their family.

coll
Bereavements
Our sympathy goes to the family of the late 
John Maclean 75 Coll, (Iain a’ Chlarc); his 
only daughter Mary Ann and family who live in 
Oban, but travelled many times to be with her 
dad, his sisters Mary Ann in Inverness and her 
daughter Carol Ann and family, also Katie Ann, 
her husband Bert and family in Longniddry, 
John Murdo in the family home, and the family 
of his late sister Donella in Leeds.  Iain passed 
away in the Bethesda Hospice where he had 
been for a short period of time. All other rela-
tives, friends and neighbours are also in our 
thoughts at this sad time.

To John Neil, Etta Ann and family, 76 Coll, on 
the passing of his brother Murdo (Carpets), 
we extend our sympathy. We remember also 
his widow Mairi and family, and all relatives, 
friends and neighbours at home and on the 
mainland, where they had made their home.

Upper coll
Condolences
The sympathy of the community is sent 
to Mrs Mairi Campbell, 2 Upper Coll, on 
the passing of her father, Donald Angus 
Macleod, at the age of 91 on 7 May 2016. 
Dòmhnall Angie, was a native of Ranish, 
but had spent the last few years of his life in 
Leurbost at the home of his son Angus. We 
are thinking of Mairi and her family, Murdo, 
Donna, Anne and Angela at this very sad 
time, also members of the extended family.

Engagement
Heartiest congratulations are sent to Angela 
Campbell and Donald Robert Maciver who 
recently announced their engagement. 
Angela is the younger daughter of Mairi 
and the late Donald Campbell (Dòmhnall 
Chuimhnidh), 2 Upper Coll, and Donald 
Robert is the son of Donald Duncan and 
Catherine Maciver, 1 Portnaguran, Point. 
Warm wishes go to Angela and Donald 
Robert for their future happiness.
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A reunion of Back classmates 
(Back, Vatisker)

These former classmates from Back 
School seen reunited at Stornoway 
Free Church Manse, when Murdo 
Alex Macleod was the minister. 

Back L-R: Murdo Macdonald (Murdo 
Carpets), Neil Murray (Niall Sheumais), 
Donnie Maclean (Donnie Mhòchain)

Middle: Rev Murdo Alex Macleod

Front L-R: John Murdo Graham (mac 
Nochain), Kenny Mary Ann, Iain Murdo 
Matheson. 

From inside Coll 
beach caves. Photo by 

Chris Murray

Isla Macdonald with 
her gold, silver and 
bronze medals from the 
swimming meet in April 
in Inverness. She is the 
daughter of Mandy and 
Andy, Anderson Road, 
granddaughter of Murdo 
Milo & Joan. (Back/
Vatisker)

Sadie Jayne Davis (Gress)
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Samaritans here 24/7 if you need to talk.
Free phone from landline or mobile 116123

Lifesaving machine donated to Western Isles church Scottish 
Fuels Regional Manager Donald Mackay and Stornoway 
Depot Manager Angus Maclennan were delighted to deliver a 
defibrillator machine to Rev Calum I Macleod and church offic-
er Donald Stewart of Back Free Church. The vital life-saving 
machine was donated by Scottish 
Fuels, who work with the Oliver 
King Foundation to provide 
defibrillators and training in 
a bid to raise awareness of 
Sudden Arrhythmic Death 
Syndrome (SADS).

The Foundation was 
established by Mark King 
in 2011 after his 12-year-
old son, Oliver, suffered a 
fatal heart failure moments 
after winning a swimming 
race.

Its long-term aim campaigns the 
government to make legislation mak-
ing it compulsory for defibrillators to be 
installed in every public building, as with 
fire-extinguishers, in order to give vital life-
saving aid to people who suffer heart-failure.

Last year Scottish Fuels and the Oliver King 
Foundation installed a defibrillator machine in An 
Lanntair arts centre in Stornoway. And Back Free 
Church welcomed the donation of a defibrillator, to be 
housed within the church but available to all in the wider com-
munity.

Accepting the machine, Rev Calum I Macleod said: “I would 
like to convey grateful thanks and heartfelt appreciation to 
Scottish Fuels, we've very, very grateful to their generosity in 
providing this machine. We have recently had two incidents 

here which, although not cardiac related, very easily could 
have been and this machine would have been a lifesaver.”

He added: “Virtually every night of the week there is some-
thing on in the church and in such time as this it seems appro-
priate for us to embrace technology and have this life-saving 

machine here in the church which is 
the hub of the community.”

Murdo Murray, Assistant Clerk 
to the Deacons’ Court and 
Property Committee Chair, 
added: “Scottish Fuels have 
kindly donated a defibrilla-
tor unit to Back Free Church 
to assist in administering 
emergency medical care for 

cardiac incidents. The unit 
will be located on the church 

campus and it is envisaged that 
it will also be used in the commu-

nity in the event of an emergency 
situation arising.

“Training in the use of the defibrillator will be 
included in the first aid refresher training course 

for office bearers.

“The Deacons’ Court wish to extend sincere thanks to 
Scottish Fuels for this generous gift which will greatly enhance 

our ability to respond to an emergency situation that may arise.”

Scottish Fuels Regional Manager, Donald Mackay, said: 
“We team up with the Oliver King Foundation to deliver the 
machines.

“Mark King, Oliver's dad is on a personal crusade to get a 
machine into every public building and we're very happy to 
help.”

Loch a Tuath News was sent the above article 
taken from a New Zealand newspaper, about 
14 year old rising tennis star George Stoupe, 
who represented New Zealand at the Australian 
Nationals at the end of last year.

George is the grandson of Kenny Mary Anne 
Macleod, formerly of Old Nurses Cottage, Back - 
and this press clipping was very kindly sent to us 
by a good friend and shipmate of Kenny’s - Murdo 
Macleod (Bìodan Narrow), Portnaguran.

A big thank you to Murdo for sending this in, from 
all the way across the Bay!

Samaritans here 24/7 if you need to talk.

Rising New Zealand 
Tennis Star

Community Defibrillator
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In the third instalment of Mal Macleod’s memories of growing 
up in Brevig, we hear more about his childhood neighbour-
hood, the wonder of the arrival of indoor plumbing and his 
midnight escapades all in the name of getting to the dance! 

Round the corner on the main road, where Ravenstar now 
stands, (No 24) was taigh dubh Ruaraidh where siblings 
Donald, Bellag and Iain Maciver lived. Donald and Bellag were 
unmarried, whilst Iain was a widower with two sons and a step 
daughter who, at the time that I write about, had long left Brevig. 
There were another two sons and a daughter in Teaghlach 
Ruaraidh - Angus who was married in Buaile na h-Ochd, 
Coinneach who had his home in Cnoc Catriona (of which more 
later) and Mary who had married Donald Murray from Back. 
Angus and Mary were deceased at the time that I write of. 

They were a large, much respected and well-known family 
but, strangely, there are now no descendants. Iain’s elder 
son George was killed in action during the First World War 
where he served with the Seaforth Highlanders. He was only 
20 years old. Alex Murdo, the other son, joined the Ross and 
Cromarty Constabulary and rose through the ranks, eventually 
becoming Superintendent in charge of the Lewis and Harris 
division. His wife, Jean (or Neen as she was known) came 
from Tain and they had no family. I got to know them (and 
the police station) well when I went to College in Stornoway, 
conveying stuff back and fore most days. Catherine, Iain’s 
step daughter, married a man from Carloway and made her 
home there. I don’t have much recollection of spending time in 
Taigh Ruaraidh itself when I was young apart from delivering 
messages and suchlike - I do, however, recall that there was 
a garden at the back of the 
house surrounded by a high 
stone wall where in spring, 
birds nested, and being 
taken to see the chicks once 
they were hatched. There 
was also a large amount of 
mint growing in the garden, 
which was rare in the village 
at the time, and I remem-
ber being given some to 
take home with me when in 
season.

After Iain died, Donald and 
Bellag, who were both in 
poor health by then, went 
to stay with their nieces at 
No. 20, and lived there until 
they passed away. After 
being empty for a number 
of years the house and croft 
were bought by Alasdair Macdonald from Point. The old home 
was demolished and he built a modern house on the site. 
When Alasdair died the house was again sold and is now a 
prosperous holiday enterprise with accommodation, a working 
croft with a variety of animals, and - very unusual in the locality 
- a blacksmith’s forge that is used by locals and visitors. 

With the recent death of Katie Ann, Taigh a’ Choilean at No 
23 is now empty. When I was growing up it was a lively house-
hold with a family of two sons and three daughters all older 

than I was. John Macleod, Iain Thohaid (An Coilean) was 
the son of Norman Macleod, originally from 14 Vatisker, who 
became one of the new crofters of Gress when the farm was 
divided up. An Coilean was married to Jessie, a half sister to 
Alex an Iomhair, 32 Vatisker, and after their wedding bought 
the house at 23 from the previous owner, Murdo Macleod, who 
had gone to live on the mainland. I remember it being said that 
it was the first ‘white’ house built in Brevig. 

As a young man, John was in the Royal Naval Reserve and 
served during World War 1. On return, like many of his con-
temporaries, he became a fisherman and helped crew the 
local fishing boats - usualy Da-al’s, but sometimes also Sandy 
Tully’s boat. Jessie’s health was not good in the time that I 
knew her and she was mostly housebound, but able to look 
after her family. In her later years she was bedridden but well 
cared for by Katie Ann, with help from the extended family, and 
lived to be nearly 100. The oldest of their family was Seonag, 
who died a few years ago, and was married to Neilly Dubh 
Beaton from Buaile Bhac. She was followed by Katie Ann, who 
was unmarried and died recently. Evander (Iomhair) was next, 
and he is now the oldest living person born in Brevig. He lives 
in Tong and is married to Chirsty Mairead from Gress. Norman 
(Tarmod) was the second youngest, and although he was a 
few years older, I got to know him quite well during the time 
I spent weaving at home. He was in the Merchant Navy then 
and would spend time in my weaving shed during his leave 
periods. We had something else in common too - we both got 
engaged to be married on the same evening! After his mar-
riage, he settled with his family on the Clyde coast and worked 
with the Port Authority, but, sadly, was drowned there some 
years ago. His wife came from Tolsta. The youngest in the 

family, Maggie Mary, mar-
ried Seoras a’ Pheel from 
Upper Coll, and now lives in 
Stornoway. Because of the 
age difference there wasn’t 
much interaction between 
me and the family, but I do 
remember the anticipation 
when invited to participate 
in Iomhair’s pre wedding 
celebrations around the 
beer keg in their barn. I was 
about 15 at the time, and it 
was a real rite of passage 
for me, being considered old 
enough to attend.  

Taigh Alasdair Mhor at 
No 28, was situated directly 
opposite Taigh a Choilean 
and was one of the remain-
ing black houses in the vil-
lage. I vaguely remember 

Aonghas Alasdair Mhor who lived there in the early 1940s. 
He was a tall man who always wore a black bonnet, probably 
because he was a widower, and I do remember his funeral 
taking place from the house. He had no family.

However, my lasting memories of 28 are of the family of Angus 
Graham (Aonghas a Bheelich), his wife Peggy and children, 
my good friends Andrew and Catriona. They came to stay 
there when Peggy’s brother Coinneach and his family returned 
from Glasgow to live at 22. Although a taigh dubh, it was in 

Growing up in Brevig in the 1940s and 

Seamus Chalum a'Bhard, Katie Ann Choinneach Rhuaraidh, John Murdo. Mairi Choinneach Rhuaraidh
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excellent condition, and was immaculately kept 
by Peggy. It was warm, welcoming and hos-
pitable, and I spent many a happy hour there. 
Angus was a weaver at that time and had a 
wooden shed built in front of the house. That 
shed became a kind of meeting place for us - 
outside it if the weather was good, inside if not, 
and many plans were conceived there and deci-
sions made. Joyful days! After a few years as a 
weaver Angus changed careers and became a 
butcher, establishing a very successful business 
in the shop on the Coll/Vatisker boundary that is 
now part of the Paint a Pot enterprise. 

In 1950/51 the new Swedish Houses were built, 
and Angus and family were allocated number 
2. Although sorry to see them move away I 
remember their anticipation and excitement in 
moving to a brand new home with all mod cons 
– although we all had electricity by that time, for 
us running water and its conveniences was in 
the distant future, and the Swedish Houses had them all. I 
recall going on, what nowadays would be called a sleepover, 
with Andrew to the new house, and the wonder of a flushing 
toilet, and hot and cold running water!! Only Catriona is left of 
the family now, married to Neil Murray in Buaile a Bhac. After 
completing his apprenticeship as a mechanic in Stornoway, 
Andrew went to live on the mainland where he married and 
settled but died far too young.

My first memories of Teaghlach a Chocharan of No 29 have 
them living in another black house just behind Taigh Aonghas 
a Bheelich. I have no recollection of the Cocharan - if he was 
not dead before I was born he must have passed away soon 
afterwards - but I do remember Mary his wife, her sister Ishbel 
Dholigan, and, of course, son and daughter William and Mary 
Ann who were very much around as I was growing up. They 
were warm and hospitable but also a bit eccentric. 

I spent a lot of time in their company from a very young age 
and I remember lots of amusing things that occurred, but 
space does not permit me to go into detail about many of 
them. Maybe that’s just as well! However, one or two stories 
are worth re-telling - and they all took place since they re-
located to the new white house in the early fifties. I recall one 
day being in the top bedroom chatting to Mary and Ishbel who 
were both bedridden at opposite ends of the room. 
Suddenly we heard this loud scrambling noise in the 
ceiling above, and then one leg, followed shortly by 
another, crashed through the ceiling. I don’t know 
who screamed the loudest, Mary or Ishbel, but I can 
still hear Ishbel shouting for help from ‘On High’ think-
ing William was dead. He had been doing some job in 
the loft, had slipped from the rafters and then through 
the plasterboard. Ishbel obviously thought the worst! 

After the two old cailleachs died, William and Mary 
Ann continued to live in the house quite happily.  
William was a weaver and I was his bobbin winder 
during my later years in Back School and my time 
in the Castle. I have written before about some of 
my experiences then - some funny, others not, so I 
won’t say any more about them, but each night when 
I finished my stint at the winder I used to go into the 
house for a cup of tea and we always listened to Radio 
Luxembourg, supposedly for my benefit, but they both 
enjoyed the music too. One of the hit songs of the time 
was called ‘Willie Can’ by the singer Alma Cogan, and 
for a laugh, my friends and I sent in a request for that 

song for William - I think we said 
it was  from a secret admirer - 
never thinking it would ever get 
played. So imagine the surprise, 
and the expressions on both 
of their faces one night whilst 
we were having our tea, when, 
loud and clear, the request for 
William came over the airways! 
They guessed I was behind it 
and I was told off, but I think 
secretly they were both quite 
pleased about it. All innocent 
fun! 

Mary Ann was very kind, but 
also very inquisitive, and very 
little happened round about 
that she didn’t know about. 
One instance of her snoop-
ing could have had repercus-
sions for me! When I was 
sixteen I wanted to go to the 

dances in Back Hall along 
with the rest of my friends but was not allowed. The dances 
at that time started at midnight and went on till about four 
in the morning so I decided that I would sneak out once my 
parents were asleep. This I did so successfully that it became 
the norm for me from then on until I left for College on the 
mainland. I thought that I had got away with it until on another 
night after I had returned from College, and was old enough 
to go without parental consent, I said that I was going to go to 
the dance in Back Hall that night. That was OK, but afterwards 
my mother let me into the secret that Mary Ann had seen me 
sneaking out that first night and couldn’t wait to run over the 
next morning to tell her all about it! She was told to keep it 
to herself and as far as I know did, for I was able to continue 
my midnight escapades completely unaware that my mother 
was very much in the know. There was no malice behind her 
action, just naivety: that was Mary Ann! There are many more 
stories I could tell, but as I said, space does not permit me. 
Maybe some other time.  Mary Ann suffered from dementia 
before she passed away, and William died in 1990 leaving no 
descendants. The house and croft was left to Alasdair Stewart 
from No 18 who, along with his parents, was very caring of 
William in his later days. He renovated the building and now 
lives there with his own family.

Part 4 continues in the next issue of Loch a Tuath News!

50s – Part 3

George (Glasgow friend), Nomie, Aonghas Sandy with Taigh a 
Chocaran in background

Anna Chalum and Twins
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From the Manse
A Good Read
We all like a good book.  A compelling read I wish to share 
with you is ‘The Suburbs of Heaven: The Diary of Murdoch 
Campbell,’ edited by his son, David Campbell.

Murdoch Campbell was born in Ness. The son of a crofter 
missionary.  At the age of twenty-two he began his studies 
at Skerry's College, going on to graduate from Edinburgh 
University, and then to study at the Free Church College. 
His ministerial charges were Fort Augustus, Partick 
Highland (Glasgow) and Resolis (Ross-shire).  He retired 
due to ill-health in 1968. 

Mr. Campbell was unusually gifted as a pastor, preacher 
and evangelist.  He won the esteem and deep appre-
ciation of many as the author of a range deeply spiritual 
books.  He died, aged seventy-three, in January, 1974.

A striking feature of Mr Campbell’s ministry was his unu-
sual Christian mysticism and boldness to engage with 
those in authority. He was not afraid to put pen to paper 
and correspond with political leaders. One fascinating 
example of this is highlighted in an excerpt from his diary 
during the war years - dated 21st April 1941:

‘Took upon myself to write Mr Winston Churchill a letter 
of encouragement. I told him of my strong conviction that 
Germany was to lose the war. I enclosed a note to his 
private secretary to be sure to refer my note to his chief.  
He did so, for I had an acknowledgement a few days ago 
in which Mr Churchill conveyed his thanks’ (p16). 

I do wonder if many today would be as bold as Mr 
Campbell was in writing to 10 Downing Street. I also 
wonder if Mr Cameron would respond as Mr Churchill did.

Mr Campbell also wrote the Glasgow Herald a forthright 
answer to General Franco, who had advised the British to give 
in as he was convinced they would be defeated. He writes:

‘One reader called me ‘a presumptuous prophet’, as he 
himself strongly believes in Britain’s downfall. But I have 
not spoken out of my own head, nor given my own dream: 
I have the mind of the Lord, I hope, in this matter. If not, I 
shall be a miserable man’ (p17).    

Ultimately, Germany did lose the war and Mr Campbell 
was vindicated. He was a man of Christian principle, 
prayer and spiritual discernment. He did not write lightly.  
He engaged in correspondence with purpose and convic-
tion. His was a biblical worldview.  

It has been said of some that they are so heavenly that 
they are of no earthly use. This cannot be said of the Rev. 
Murdoch Campbell. He engaged 
with the world of his day and 
sought to make a meaningful dif-
ference by his life and witness. 
We are encouraged to do like-
wise. I commend this fascinating 
book to all our readers.     

The Suburbs of Heaven: The Diary 
of Murdoch Campbell, Edited 
by David Campbell, (Edinburgh: 
Covenanters Press, 2014). The 
book is available at the Stornoway 
Religious Bookshop.

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during June 2016 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 5 June
11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
11am:   Rev Donald A Macdonald   (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 12 June
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod
    (Tong Community Centre - Challenger 4)
11am:   Rev Donald A Macdonald   (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 19 June
11am:   Rev Ruairidh Maclean    (CWI)
11am:   Rev Kenneth M Ferguson  (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 26 June
11am:   Rev Alasdair I Macleod
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod    (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod 

Tong Mission House
Sunday 5 June
11am: Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 12 June
6pm: Mr Iain Mackinnon  (Gaelic)

Sunday 19 June
11am: Mr Alasdair I 
Macleod

Sunday 26 June
6pm: Mr Neil Murray 
(Gaelic)

June Service Times 
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cleaning and there 
were blankets on beds rather than duvets. 
Every morning the Rayburn stove had to be 
lit before I could cook breakfast, and I also 
provided dinner at night.

Are there more rules and regulations 
now with which you have to comply?
Well, Environmental Health can make spot 
checks, or they may make an appointment. 
However, that is a good thing for all. There 
are now grading officers and there are 
Health and Safety issues such as smoke 
alarms being fitted, all of which is also good. 
We are encouraged to be Eco Friendly and 
Organic.

Do you have a lot of help in running the 
Guest House?
When Bill was alive he was a great help in 
many ways, hoovering, doing dishes and 
dealing with the dishwasher, setting tables 
and answering the phone if I was out. The 
only outside help I have at the moment is 
help with the ironing.

What changes have you seen over the 
years in what people are looking for?
Customer demands have changed. In the 
past, guests would come for a week and 
be happy with a shared bathroom. Now, 
nearly everyone wants an en suite bath-
room, TV in their room and most all now 
want Wi Fi. New technology has made for 
increased demands. There are also more 

Home from Home
Many visitors enjoy the treasures of our area and our island when 
staying in one of the guest houses in Back, whether at Seaside 
Villa, Ravenstar or Broadbay House. This month Loch a Tuath 
News readers get an insight into Seaside Villa; we may hear from 
Ravenstar and Broadbay house at a later date. Seaside Villa 
was established by Mrs Margaret Fraser and her late husband, 
Bill, and run by them both until Bill became ill and passed away 
in December 2015. Margaret is now taking up the challenge of 
running her business on her own. When chatting to Loch a Tuath 
News, it was obvious that she and Bill had gained much pleasure 
over the years from Seaside Villa. It is apparent that guests arrive 
as strangers and leave as friends.  

How long have you been running a guest house, Margaret?
Forty one years, hard as it is to believe. My late husband, Bill, and 
I started our business in 1975.

Was it something you always wanted to do?
No, it just happened! We returned to live in Back in 1971, having 
been living in Inverness, and until our house was built in 1975 we 
lived in a caravan on the croft. In 1973, when we were settled in 
our new home, I decided to advertise the caravan for holiday lets 
in the Daily Record and two couples immediately booked it for a 
fortnight. They wanted to come again the following year, but the 
caravan was not vacant for their dates, so being cheerful chatty 
Glaswegians they said in fun, “Oh, you have plenty beds in your 
house, you could rent them out!”

We did that, they did their own thing, including their food arrange-
ments and after their stay, it struck me that I would like to try a 
bed and breakfast business as I had enjoyed the experience so 
much.  We were too late for inclusion in the Tourist Brochure for 
that year, so in May 1975, Bill made me a B and B sign, we stuck 
it outside and three lots of people immediately stopped by.  I also 
did catering courses at Lews Castle College. The rest is history!

What were the early days like?
In many ways it was much harder work. Furniture was much 
heavier when shifting for 

Seaside Villa

Aurora Borealis from Seaside Villa
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food requirements, more people are vegetarians or 
vegans, for example. Gone are the days of ordinary 
tea, now we provide a range of all tea varieties, includ-
ing herbal and fruit teas.

Do many visitors come with a special reason for 
visiting Lewis?
They come to find out about our island, its culture and its 
history. They are very interested to see how we live and 
how our forebearers lived. Many are learning Gaelic and 
love to practise what they know of the language. 

I remember asking a German lady what she found so 
appealing about our islands. She had little English, but 
stood at the front window looking over Broad Bay, held 
her arms out wide open and said ‘open space’. Some 
guests have also been lucky enough to see the Aurora 
Borealis and that is of course a great experience for 
them. 

Our visitors think that Scottish people are warm, friend-
ly and welcoming and they come looking for these 
qualities. I try to provide that.

They just love tucking into full Scottish breakfast, espe-
cially the local fare - oatmeal porridge, black pudding, 
sliced haggis, tattie scone, local fresh eggs, kippers, 
smoked haddock  and  homemade oatcakes. They  ask  
me if  we eat  a  cooked  breakfast  every  morning  and  
are  amazed when I  reply  that it  is  a  holiday  treat! 
Goodness, I would be ‘Ten Ton Tessie’ in no time!!

Do you have many visitors who return?
Yes, I have a lot of regular visitors. 
They return from all over, including 
Canada, Belgium and Germany. 
They have become friends over 
the years. The Belgians have 
been here five times and recently 
gave me a young oak tree and lit-
tle plaque in memory of Bill. That 
was very special for me. 

On the occasion of our Silver Wedding 
Anniversary a lovely cheeseboard was 
delivered by Coll Pottery, it was given to 
us by a piper, Charlie, and his wife Flo, from 
Blairgowrie, who have been coming for twenty five 
years and attend the Donald Macleod Memorial Piping 
Championship held in April every year. That was a big 
surprise and very much appreciated.

Three couples from the Glasgow area have been 
returning for twenty years, when they also go annually 
to the Donald Macleod Piping Championships. 

Are there any funny incidents you can recall?
I do remember having a conversation with the ‘Piping’ 
group, saying that in all the years I had not lost as much 
as a teaspoon. The next time I cleaned their room, all 
the teaspoons had gone! They were teasing me!

One regular visitor from Yorkshire, Roy, who was a bus 
driver, loved nothing better than going on the service 

buses round the town and surrounding areas, when 
Dan McLeman was driving buses. Dan was very kind 
and patient. Roy also loved going in the trailer with the 
late Murdo Ferguson, Lighthill, when he was doing jobs 
with the tractor. He was a very fussy eater, who did not 
eat vegetables and told me he would like pie, beans 
and chips for his meals!

I also remember, in the days when I made an evening 
meal, being confronted by a vegetarian who did not tell 
me of his dietary requirements until sitting at the table. 
That threw up a challenge but I coped! The soup was 
‘the best soup he had ever tasted’ and asked what it 
was called. On the spur of the moment, I named it ‘The 
Fraser Special’!

What are the favourite pastimes/ trips which your 
guests do?

They love visiting the well - known heritage centres 
such as the Callanish Stones and the Gearrannan 
Blackhouse Village, exploring the archaeology of the 
island, walking on the beautiful beaches and in the 
Castle Grounds and visiting An Lanntair Arts Centre 
are all very popular. They also enjoy a visit to the Loom 
Centre in Stornoway and to Norman Mackenzie, a 
weaver in Carloway.

Are the traditional ‘old-fashioned’ landladies a 
dying breed, do you think?

I think so. I used to be part of a team of land-
ladies on the islands, from Lewis down 

to Barra, we all helped one another. 
That is now disappearing.

Do people drop in ‘on spec’ 
as they used to?

No, not so many do so now. 
Technology has changed all 

that as people phone from 
their mobiles from along 

the road and check us out. 
Sometimes I offer to give direc-

tions, but they say they can see the 
house from where they are!

What do you think are important qualities in run-
ning a guest house?

Tolerance, versatility and energy are of great impor-
tance. A landlady must be able to give of herself and 
show warmth and be interested in her guests and in 
their needs. The house must be clean, people can live 
with a little dust on occasion, but of course cleanliness 
is of the highest importance.

Thank you, Margaret, for giving us an insight into run-
ning a guest house. Loch a Tuath news wishes you 
well for the coming season. I wouldn’t mind coming for 
a wee holiday to Seaside Villa myself!

Anna Tucker
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In the last few months Loch a Tuath News has profiled 
the men from Back, Vatisker and Coll who died during the 
1914 -18 War. This edition, and also July's edition of the 
paper will list the men from Tong and Aird Tong who were 
lost in the conflict. Until now the writer has relied upon 
Bill Lawson's Croft Histories of Back and Coll as well as 
the locally produced Croft History of Vatisker for help in 
researching the genealogy of the men and their relations 
in the district today. Unfortunately this information is not 
so readily available for Tong and Aird Tong and it would be 
very helpful if the community could assist in filling in the 
gaps in the biographies (where there are question marks) 
so that a complete picture of the men’s backgrounds can 
be recorded. 

If any readers are able to supplement or correct the 
following accounts it would be greatly appreciated if this 
knowledge could be passed on to any LATN committee 
member. The profiles of the men lost in WW1 and also in 
WW2 will form part of a wider project detailing the district's 
contribution to both wars which will hopefully be published 
in the near future - more details on this assignment will 
follow in next month's edition of LATN. For the following 
accounts the principal sources used have been the 
Faces from the Lewis War Memorial website and the 
very informative publication, ‘Tong - The Story of a Lewis 
Village’, which the local Historical Society produced in the 
1980s.

Malcolm MacDonald, 3 Tong

Malcolm, who served with the Seaforth Highlanders, was 
killed in action in Mesopotamia on 22 April 1916 aged 25 
years. He has no known grave and his name is recorded 
on the Basra Memorial, Iraq. He was the youngest? in the 
family of Donald and Christina MacDonald - his older brother 
Donald? served with the RNR. Malcolm was married to 
Elizabeth MacDonald of Inverness. His other siblings were 
Peter, Jane and Margaret.

Evander Maciver, 3 Tong
Evander, who served 
with the Royal Naval 
Reserve aboard RIMS 
Dufferin, was killed in 
action on 21 March 1915 
aged 36 years. He is 
buried in the Suez War 
Cemetery, Egypt. Born 
at 28 Back he was the 
youngest son of Murdo 
and Ann Maciver and 
was married to Jane 
MacDonald, 14 Back? 
Four? of his first cousins: Angus Ferguson, 53 Back, 
Evander MacDonald, 4 New Street, Back, John Ferguson, 
32 Vatisker and John Thomson?, 32 Aird Tong were among 
the district's war dead of WW1. His brother Malcolm 

(Calum El) who lived at 27 Vatisker served with the RNR.

Norman Macinnes, 6 Tong
Quarter Master Sergeant 
Norman Macinnes joined 
the Seaforths prior to 
WW1 and served in West 
Africa for some years. He 
also took part in the Boer 
War, where he was men-
tioned for his gallantry 
in carrying a wounded 
officer a considerable dis-
tance under heavy fire. 
On the outbreak of war in 
1914, he was stationed 
at Cromarty, and was 

engaged there as Drill Instructor, but was then transferred 
to the 17th Scottish Rifles. He was admitted to Stobhill 
Hospital, Glasgow suffering from a disease he had 
contracted while in West Africa and passed away on 23 
October 1917, aged 39 years. His father Donald accom-
panied his son's remains to Lewis for burial in Gress. His 
brother Angus served in the RNR, and his brother John 
was in the Royal Naval Association; both survived the war.

In the 1891 census Norman is recorded as living at home in 
Tong with his parents Donald and Maggie (46). Also present 
are his siblings Angus (15), Catherine (11) and Mary (9). 

Malcolm Macleod, 8 Tong
Malcolm, who served with 
the Black Watch, was 
one of the six men 
from the Loch a Tuath 
district who lost their 
lives during an ill-
fated assault on the 
German trenches 
at Neuve Chapelle 
on 9 May 1915. He 
had previously been 
wounded at Ypres. He 
has no known grave and 
his name is commemorated on 
the Le Touret Memorial in France. Aged 26 years, he 
was the one of two sons of Angus and Isabella Macleod 
who answered the call. Tragically neither brother was to 
return home.

Malcolm is shown in the 1891 census, aged 2, at 8 Tong with 
his parents Angus (34) and Isabella (36). Also present are his 
siblings Mary Bella (4) and Donald (10 months).

Donald Macleod, 8 Tong
Donald, the younger son of Angus and Isabella Macleod, 
served with the Cameronians (Scottish Rifles). He was 
killed in action on 21 September 1918 aged 28 years and is 

Gaisgich Thunga - The Fallen of Tong 1914 - 1919
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buried in Meath Cemetery, Villers-Guislain, France. Villers-
Guislain was occupied by Commonwealth forces from 
April 1917 until the German counter attacks (in the Battle 
of Cambrai) at the end of November 1917. The village was 
finally abandoned by the Germans on 30 September 1918, 
after heavy fighting. The Macleod family was one of nine in 
the district to suffer a double bereavement in WW1.

Malcolm Murray, 10 Tong
Prior to the outbreak of WW1 Malcolm, the son of 
Kenneth Murray, spent some years in India with the afore-
mentioned Malcolm Macleod, 8 Tong and Angus Mackay, 
28 Aird Tong. He came to France with the Seaforth 
Highlanders and was killed in action on 21 December 
1914 - the first man from Tong to lose his life in the con-
flict. He has no known grave and is commemorated on the 
Le Touret Memorial in France.

Angus Macleod, 12 Tong
Angus, a lance-corporal with 
the Seaforth Highlanders, 
was one of the three 
men from Tong who 
were lost at Neuve 
Chapelle on the dis-
trict's darkest day of 
the conflict, 9 May 
1915. Aged 20 years he 
was the son of Peter and 
Mary Macleod; his broth-
ers John (Canadians) and 
Donald (Gordons) both survived 
the war. He has no known grave and is commemorated 
on the Le Touret Memorial in France.

Murdo Macleod, 12 Tong
One of five sons of Kenneth and Mary Macleod who 
served King and Country, Murdo, who fought with the 
1st Canadian Mounted Rifles, was killed in action on 4 
December 1915 aged 23 years. He is buried in Berks 
Cemetery Extension, Belgium. His brothers John, Angus, 
William and Alex all served in the war and survived. John, 
who lived at Guelph, Ontario, served with the Canadians, 
Angus with the Seaforths, William with the Ross Mountain 
Battery and Alex with the RNR.  

The 1901 census shows the family as Kenneth (47) 
and Mary (39) with their daughter Jessie (13) and five 
sons John (11), Murdo (9), Angus (7), William (3) and 
Alexander (2). 

Malcolm Finlayson, 14 
Tong

Malcolm, the son of 
Donald and Marion 
Finlayson, died on 16 
August 1916 aged 23 
years from wounds 
sustained in battle. He 
served with the Seaforth 
Highlanders and is bur-
ied in Basra Cemetery, 
Iraq. Due to the current 
climate of political insta-
bility in the region his 
final resting place is rarely visited. A Roll of Honour listing 
all casualties buried and commemorated in Iraq has been 
produced which is on display at the Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission's Head Office in Maidenhead.

Challenger 4 
Family Service

In association 
with PWAMM

Tong Mission 
2016

From Monday 
13th – Friday 17th 
June

Tong Community Centre

 (With Crèche facilities)

Sunday 12 June 2016 @ 11am

C4 Bus will be at Tong 
Sunday School at 12.30 pm

Preacher: 

Rev Calum I Macleod

Everyone Welcome
Back Free Church of Scotland: A charity registered in Scotland no SCO38164
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Autism week
Some children's pieces on our 
recent Autism week in school.

On Monday a lady called Shannon 
came in to talk to us about Autism. 

In that lesson I got to learn a lot 
about Autism and what it is like to have it. The next day we 
watched a video about three people who have Autism. One 
of them loves to play a game called War Hammer, the other 
one liked to go on top of their TV and make a den. On the 
last day we went into a room filled with things which people 
with Autism would hate; like loud music, flashing lights, funny 
smells and people shouting.  We did this to try and appreci-
ate what it would be like day to day for them in a class.
By Calvin

This week in school we were learning about Autism, also known 
as ASD, because it 
was Autism week. We 
learned all sorts of 
things that people with 
Autism do.  A woman 
came in and told us 
about how Autism 
affects people and she 
also told us how we can 
work with people with 
Autism. I’m now happy 
that I know how to work 
with people with Autism 
and know what it’s like 
for them.
By Kyle

Autism is a condition 
when it makes some-
one’s brain behave dif-
ferently. It makes peo-
ple do things like bang 

their head against things, scream 
and roll on the floor and they cover 
their ears to block out noise. Also, 
they don’t feel comfortable looking 
at people in the eyes and they can 
flap their hands. They also walk 
away during a conversation, they 
don’t like certain smells, most of 
them say most words feel awkward 
and they might attack people if they 
don’t obey the rules in school. And 
that’s what I learnt in Autism week!
By Rob Skelly

Sgoil a’ Bhac
Rotary club quiz
On Saturday 14th May our 
Sgoil a’ Bhac team (Hannah, 
Cara, Tom, and Luke) went 
away to compete in Dingwall 
because we won the Western 
Isles Rotary Club Quiz for 
General Knowledge. There 
were five teams that we com-
peted against. Sadly we did 
not get through to the next 
round which will be held 
in The Beach Ballroom in 
Aberdeen but it was a great 
experience for all of us and 
we are still The Western Isles Champions!

Sgoil Araich Loch a Tuath Trip
Our young learners from Sgoil Araich who will be start-
ing school in August went for a special trip to the Castle 
Grounds. They went on a lovely walk around the Grounds 
and saw lots of interesting things about their 'Spring' project.

GP1-2 Sponsored Walk and Sponsored Silence
GP1-2 were learning all about water in term 3. We 
learned all about how fortunate we are to have clean 
water to drink and the children suggested giving some 
money to children who weren’t so fortunate.  We decid-
ed it would be a great idea to hold a sponsored walk and 
sponsored silence on Friday the 11th in order to raise 
money for Unicef, WaterAid.  
We walked 2.2 miles.  Some 
parents joined us and Finlay’s 
dad drove our support car.  
We enjoyed a cup of tea and 
cake when we got back to 
school.

In the afternoon we held a 
sponsored silence for 1 hour 
20 minutes. The children were 
all brilliant, you could have 
heard a pin drop! We would 
like to thank all the parents 
and families for the sponsors. 
We raised over £637!!!

Sgoil a’ Bhac Rotary Quiz team

Sgoil Araich Loch a Tuath Trip

GP1-2 Sponsored Walk

GP1-2 Sponsored Walk
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Message in a Bottle!

Our class wrote messages that were put 
into glass bottles and then thrown into the sea. One of the 
pupils received a response to the message he wrote. His bot-
tle was found washed up on the shore of a small island off the 
coast of Norway. As you can imagine we were all very excited 
to hear that one of our bottles had been found. The gentleman 
who found it sent the school this email.

Back Scripture Union P5-7 collected £77 which was donated to a youth group in Moldova.

GP1-2 Cuppa and Cake!

Our class wrote messages that were put 
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Roving Reporters
Our June news has been recorded by Naomi, Sarah, 
Keith, Joel and Simeon. It has been another very busy 
month in Tong School.

Nursery News
The children in the English nursery have had fun with a 
mini project all about teddy bears.  Sophie has been help-
ing them find out about bears and they also had a teddy 
bears’ picnic. The sunny weather has also meant the 
children have been learning and playing together outside.  

The children in the Sgoil Àraich went to visit Calum 
Murray’s croft where they saw his flock of sheep and 

lambs.  This was a great trip in the local area and 
everyone wanted to bring a lamb home!

There was great excitement on 13th May when the both 
nurseries had a Sports morning which was organised by 
Eric Macleod, Active Schools Co-ordinator. 

Football trip to Dundee   
Our soccer sevens team was successful when we played 
our matches in Harris at the quarter- finals. This meant 

that we would have 
to travel to Dundee 
to play in the semi-
finals. We were 
excited, but also a bit 
nervous, about going 
to Dundee.

Travelling to Dundee would not have been possible with-
out all the fundraising help. Firstly we would like to thank 
the Loch a Tuath News committee for their very generous 
donation. This donation was a great help with travel and 
accommodation costs. We also sold jute, blue and yellow 
bags with the school logo printed on the front. We would 
like to thank everyone who bought a bag. We received a 
grant from the Ross and Cromarty Sports Council which 

was very encouraging. A table sale was held in 
the school on Friday 22nd April.  At the sale we had a tom-
bola, some baking and stalls with toys, books and games.

We enjoyed all the matches we played and we came     
5th  out of 9 teams. There is strong competition on 
the mainland! We would like to thank Mrs Mackay (our 
teacher) and Keith Bray and Angela Ferguson (parents) 
for accompanying us on our mainland trip.

Our team is pictured on the front cover.

Special Achievements
Sarah Maclean (P3) and Grace Macleod (P6) are dancing 
their way through lots of Highland dancing competitions, 
and we are pleased with all their excellent results. Their 
mums will be kept busy polishing all the silverware! Keep 
dancing, girls.

We were also delighted to hear of MaryAnne Macphail’s 
recent sporting achievement. MaryAnne was awarded 
first place in an under 13 athletics race in Inverness. The 
race was after a busy week at Fairburn so MaryAnne did 
particularly well. 

Tong School

At Calum's croft

Fun at water workshop

Nursery children tired out after their sports morning
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Sisters Faith and Edith Macfarlane (P7 and P5) were 
proud to bring the prizes awarded from Girls’ Brigade in to 
school.  The girls have been attending this club for many 
years now and are to be commended for their diligence 
and effort.             

Tong Schools Water Workshop
On 16th May, Tim Pickering who is the Western Isles 
Outdoors Manager, came to talk to us about water and the 
water cycle. He delivered workshops to the nursery and all 
the classes individually. It was a very interesting workshop 
and we all learnt a lot of facts about water. Each class 
participated in experiments and activities, increasing our 

knowledge about how important water really is. We would 
like to say a big thank you to Tim Pickering for putting time 
aside to come to Tong School to tell us amazing things 
about water. 

Gardening Update

Throughout May pupils from P1 to P7 have been very 
committed to spending some break times and lunch times 
making sure the garden looks spick and span. We have 
planted peas and also some potatoes and carrots. We 
would like to say thank you to Mrs Cheesman for giving up 
her breaks to help out with this fun activity. 

Fun at Fairburn 2016
Primary Six and Seven had a fantastic week at 
Fairburn Activity Centre.  Simeon has shared 
his thoughts about how he was feeling before 
the trip.  We have included photographs from 
a memorable trip which the children (and 
staff) will be talking about for many years to 
come. 

Fairburn                   
I am very excited about going to the 
Fairburn Activity Centre this year but it will 
be very strange living with the school for a 
whole week!

We will be doing lots of activities like Walk on 
Water balls, 

an Aerial Runway and 
Mountain Biking. In the evenings we will be heading 
into Inverness to do even more activities like Aqua 
Dome, Play Zone and Ten Pin Bowling. 

In the centre we will be sleeping in rooms with en- 
suite bathrooms and a maximum of three beds.

I am most looking forward to the walk on water balls 
and the Aerial Runway. I think Bubble Football will 
also be a fun activity.

The teachers coming with us are Mrs Mackenzie, 
Miss Mackenzie, Miss Flett and Mr Meola.  

I’m super excited.

Simeon

Raft building
This looks like fun!

Cruising in canoes
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524

LATN June 2016.indd   18 27/05/2016   13:19:01



19

Back in Time - Back      June 1946
Football
Westside had their first defeat of the 
season when they met Back at Upper 
Coll on Wednesday the 12th.   The 
game was clean and fast throughout, 
with both teams showing great skill.  
Back opened the scoring through their 
inside-left, Murdo Macdonald, who, 
taking advantage of the goalie coming 
out to meet the ball, lobbed it over his 
head into the empty goal.  Back did 
most of the pressing at this stage, and 
although the West-Side forwards did 
some good work, they lacked finish.  
About a minute from half-time Back 
again scored through their outside-left, 
Murdo Macleod, who headed the ball 
well out of the goalie’s reach.  Half-time 
came with the score – Back, 2; West-
Side, 0.  The game restarted at the same 
fast pace, with the West-Side going 
all out for goals.  Their chance came 
in about 10 minutes, when the Back 
goalie managed to fist, but not clear, a 
strong shot.  Back got going now, and 
with great combination on the right 
wing managed to score again through 
their outside-right, John Maclennan, 
who is always among the goal getters.  
Back were again two in the lead, but 
the Siarachs replied within a few min-
utes.  Alex A Stewart, Back’s centre-
forward scored the fourth for Back a 
few minutes later.  Play now moved at 
a very fast case, and the West-Side were 
frequently near the Back goal, but the 
defence remained steady, and the goalie 
gave a good display.  Owing to the ref-
eree’s watch having stopped, the game 
continued for four and a half minutes 
longer than it should!  West-Side made 
use of these valuable minutes by scor-
ing their third, which was rather hard 
lines for the Back lads.  The final whis-
tle came with the score still in Back’s 
favour – Back, 4;  West-Side, 3.

Demobbed
Demobbed recently were William 
Tough, RA, New St, Back;  Writer 
Annie Macleod, WRNS, 44 Back;  
Angus Murray, Royal Marines, School 
St, Back;  Donald Macleod, Navy, 7 
Back;  and Hugh Macleod, Navy, 66 
Back.

Football
The game at Upper Coll between Back 
and Ness was a thrilling and exciting 
one, both for spectators and players.  
Play was continually swinging from 
one end of the field to the other.  Ness, 
through the strong kicking of both their 
backs, had the ball well into the Back 
half of the field, while Back, through 
their speedy wingers, soon had it down-
field again, and thus the game went on.  
Back opened the scoring through their 
outside left, M Macleod, who scored 
with such a terrific shot that it is doubt-
ful whether the goalie even saw it.  This 
got the Niseachs going and they soon 
had the Back defence in trouble.  The 
defence were, however, still able to 
cope with the situation.  The Ness out-
side left came very near scoring, when 
he hit the post but the shot was weak 
and went harmlessly across the goal-
mouth, for the Back right back to clear.  
Alex A Stewart later almost scored for 
Back with a strong shot which the goal-
ie just managed to put over the bar for a 
corner kick.  Ness tried hard to equalise, 
but the Back defence was impregnable, 
and half time came with the score still 
1-0 for Back.  Play restarted again at a 
fast pace, and Ness now showed their 
mettle, and with their swift passes, 
looked more like scoring than Back.  A 
few minutes later, Ness scored through 
a goalmouth scramble.  With the teams 
level, it seemed to be anybody’s game, 
and both tried hard for a winning goal, 
with Ness triumphant, when they man-
aged to score again. Play was now 
moving up to the Back half of the field, 
but the Back defence stood firm, and 
five minutes later, their outside right, 
John Maclennan, scored with a lob 
which gave the goalie no chance.  The 
last few minutes were perhaps the most 
exciting of the game, as both teams 
went all out to get the winning goal.  
The game ended however in a draw – 
Back 2, Ness 2.

A Hard Fought Game
Another hard fought game was won 
by Back at Leurbost, when they met 
Lochs on Wednesday, 29th May.  The 
game opened with Back pressing hard 

and getting the Lochs defence into trou-
ble.  It looked as if a goal might come 
any minute, but the Lochs lads did not 
give way.  Ten minutes after the start, 
M Macdonald, Back’s inside left was 
injured in a collision with Lochs right 
back.  His cheek split open, and had to 
be stitched.  Back played now with ten 
men, but still kept most of the play in 
the Lochs half of the field.  Lochs made 
some good raids, but the Back defence 
refused to give an inch.  Twenty minutes 
later, Maclennan, playing at outside 
right for Back, got possession of the 
ball and scored with a nice drive, which 
had the Lochs’ keeper beaten all the 
way.  Five minutes later, J Macdonald, 
centre forward, scored again for Back.  
Half time came with the score Back 2, 
Lochs 0.  The game restarted at a fast 
pace and play was getting a bit rough.  
Only five minutes had gone when G 
Mackay, Back’s right half, had his head 
cut in a collision with one of the Lochs’ 
players.  Mackay went off the field and 
Back continued with nine men.  Lochs, 
taking advantage of their superiority in 
numbers, fought hard for a goal.  The 
Back defence fought even harder, with 
David Murray at centre half outstand-
ing.  Back’s left back A Kelly had his 
leg hurt, and had to go on the wing, 
while M Macleod took the left back 
position.  Things looked bad for Back 
at this stage, as there were two play-
ers already off.  Play was mostly now 
in the Back half of the field, but with 
their defence fighting like tigers, they 
refused to give away anything.  Thirty 
minutes after half time, Lochs, from a 
free kick, headed in by their outside left 
, scored a goal which looked like being 
offside.  About ten minutes from time, 
Mackay resumed at right half with his 
head bandaged.  This strengthened the 
Back defence, and play was now most-
ly in the Lochs half.  Back tried hard 
for another goal, but the Lochs defence 
was hard to penetrate.  The final whistle 
came with the score Lochs 1, Back 2.

Charge Declared Vacant

The charge at Back Church was 
declared vacant last Sunday when 
Rev John Macleod preached an 
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifie
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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appropriate sermon from the text 
Revelations XIV, 13.

Fishing
Several of the local boats have been 
getting good catches for some time.  
The bulk of the fish is sold locally.

Married in Imverness
Miss Mary Graham, 8 Back, was mar-
ried recently to Mr Duncan Martin, 8 
North Street, Sandwick.  The ceremony 
which took place in St Mary’s Gaelic 

Church, Inverness, was performed by 
Rev R Boyd.  The bride was becom-
ingly dressed in navy with wine acces-
sories, and she had as bridesmaids two 
nieces, Mrs Henderson, Inverness, and 
Miss Isabella Graham, Gress.  Mr John 
Henderson, Inverness was best man.  
At the reception held afterwards, many 
telegrams from all parts of the island 
were read.  The bride, who is the only 
daughter of Mrs Graham, 8 Back, is one 
of the most popular figures in the dis-
trict, and many will join in extending to 

her and her husband heartiest congratu-
lations and best wishes for the future.

Weather Lore
Many reminiscences were given an 
airing as a result of the dry spell of 
weather we have had lately.  Old folk 
talk of the days when peats were always 
home, as this year’s are, in the latter 
part of May.  After the past few damp 
years it is indeed a change to have peats 
cut, dried and taken home without more 
than a few showers on them.

Western Isles Community Care Forum is launching an online Personal Assistant 
Directory for the Western Isles in early May 2016.

This is a signposting service where people wishing to hire somebody to help with care can find potential employees 
with ease.

Are you looking for work, either full or part time in the carer sector? We could help you gain employment.

We wish to recruit Personal Assistants for our Directory before the service goes live and if you have a current PVG 
number (a requirement) and wish to join, please contact our office for further details and an application form. 

Western Isles Community Care Forum
Room 14, Council Offices, Tarbert, Isle of Harris HS3 3BG

Tel: 01859 502588
Email: westernislesccf@virginmedia.com

Registered Charity Number SC023918

Recruitment  of  Personal  Assistants

Football News  
As I said last month, there was a big 
improvement in this yea’rs team, and 
that was shown in their last three 
games, a win in the Co-op cup, a 
draw against Aths, and two wins 
against Carloway.

The game against the Aths ended as a 
draw and I must say that if we had taken 
half of the chances we would have won 
comfortably, but the Aths managed to get a 
draw out of this game, although the Blues were 
2-0 up in the first half hour, but if you cannot convert the 
chances that come your way you will regret it in the end.

The game against Eriskay in the co-op cup ended with a 
win although the away team scored first, but the attitude 
of the team gave them the result their play deserved, 
winning 3-1 in the end.  A hard fought game which has 
spurred the team to better results.

In the Jock Stein cup their attitude again was good as 
they came back from being 3-0 down to level, and could 
have won the game, but Lady Luck deserted them on this 
occasion and in injury time Carloway got the goal that 
gave them a 4-3 result.

Back got their revenge in the league game last week 
winning 2-0, a very even game throughout, but I 

think the Blues deserved their 2-0 win.  What 
was pleasing about this game was the emer-
gence of the talent that will be the future of the 
club, and especially the crowning glory of see-
ing Joel Martin coming on as a late substitute 
and scoring his first senior goal, ensuring that 

the Blues got the win which their play deserved.

Another important win, although all wins are 
important, was the 1-0 result in the Highland 

Amateur cup again against Carloway.  Again, the 
youngsters were to the fore, with the winner scored by 
Gordon Maciver, pouncing on a defenders mistake and 
volleying the ball into the roof of the net, so now it is the 
next round of the HAC to look forward to.  This game will 
be played on the mainland against Arderseir on Sat 4th 
of June, here’s hoping that we will progress to the next 
round, and you never know this could be an exciting year 
for the club, starting off with the official opening of the 
splendid facility at their Upper Coll football park.  What 
an achievement by the club since we first mooted in 1967 
to improve the park, and from then on it was more, and 
more additions, to the recreational facilities.

D.A. Stewart

Back Football and Recreation Club
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Do you need help with your tax return?
Murray Mackay is the only Chartered Tax Advisor in 
practice in the Western Isles - the highest level tax 
qualification in the UK.

Murray is therefore best placed to prepare your tax 
return to ensure all possible tax reliefs and deduc-
tions are claimed - thereby keeping your tax liability 
to an absolute minimum.

Murray is also able to meet your other business 
needs - whether it be accounts, book-keeping, VAT 
returns or corporation tax.

Specialist tax services also provided.

For more information contact Murray Mackay
Tax Solutions Scotland Limited (Chartered Tax Advisers)

www.taxsolutionsscotland.co.uk / 07793 535 227
murray@taxsolutionsscotland.co.uk
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Back Football and Recreation Club
Opening of Back Sports Arena
Friday 20th May saw the commu-
nity of Back come out to celebrate 
the official opening of the new, all 
weather, enclosed, Sports Arena at 
Back Football and Recreation Club.

The Ceremony was performed by 
club stalwart Hon President Calum I 
Graham MBE and included a coach-
ing demonstration from the Back 
Primary Development Club.

The opening of the Back Sports 
Arena kicks off another chapter in the 
history and ongoing development of 
Back Football and Recreation club 
in that it adds yet another facility to 
the array of resources available at 
the Upper Coll Centre location. 

The project was made possible 
with funding from Sportscotland, 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, 
LEADER, Big Lottery Fund and HIE, to 
all of whom, the club is hugely indebted.

Several years ago, the committee of 
back Football and Recreation Club 
had a vision of creating a covered all 
weather sports facility to combat the 
ravages of the Lewis climate. They 
knew it was an ambitious aspiration, 
but were determined to bring it to frui-
tion. The organisation undertook con-
siderable research, with several site 
visits to see similar projects undertak-
en. Design options were examined and 
a steel framed Fabric Cladded building 
proved to be the most flexible, ver-
satile and economical solution. They 

then doggedly 

pursued funding avenues, and eventu-
ally succeeded in bringing the project 
from the realms of hope and aspiration 
to reality.

The committee, along with other mem-
bers of the community, have put in 
a power of work over the years, to 
accomplish this latest achievement. 
Whilst there have been many invalu-
able contributions, special mention 
must be made of the efforts and com-
mitment of Calum Iain Graham, a long-
standing stalwart of the club, whose 
single minded dedication, determina-
tion, and drive, have been a major fac-
tor in creating the hugely impressive 
facility which now exists.

The development was 

coordinated by James Macarthur who 
commented,

“We are immensely proud of what has 
been achieved here at Back Football 
and Recreation Club. This latest addition 
to an already impressive facility is unri-
valled for a club of our size, and we look 
forward to seeing it used extensively.  

We are very fortunate to have many 
committed individuals helping the 
youth in our area on a voluntary basis.  
This facility will be the catalyst to pro-
viding the wherewithal to assist us to 
do even more to keep them interested, 
and participating in sport for life.”

Look out for more on the opening of 
the Back Sports Arena in the next 

issue of Loch a Tuath News.

Sports Arena Interior - Picture by Impact Imagz

Back FRC - 
What’s on in June
New this month we have a six week photography course, run-
ning on Tuesday nights from 6-8 the course will cover camera 
fundamentals, exposure and light, creative use of camera con-
trols, compositional techniques and basic photo editing. The 
course starts on the 7th June contact Terri for more information 
or book online at www.backfrc.org.uk 

We will also be holding a group sewing session on Wednesday 
22nd June as part of the new Loch a Tuath Bunting Project.  
Inspired by the Barra Bunting Project www.barrabunting.net 
we would like to create our own community bunting.

Anyone who has ever visited Loch a Tuath (Tong to Tolsta) is 
invited to make their own flag to go on the bunting, to create 
a community resource for local community groups to use as 
decoration at their events. 

Last month we were fortunate enough to have a section of the 
Barra bunting on display at the centre and we hope you have 
been inspired by it to make your own flag for the project. 

In case you need some support or encouragement we will 
be holding a group sewing session on Wednesday 22nd 
June from 6.30pm. Made yours already? Bring it along and 
help us sew them all together.

F o r 
those keen to get sew-
ing, an information leaflet and template can be down-
loaded from the Back Football and Recreation Club website 
www.backfrc.org.uk

Dates for your diary: full details can be found on our website or 
sign up for our new what’s on email and get details delivered 
to your inbox each month. Visit www.backfrc.org.uk for more 
information or to sign up. 

Keep Fit -  Mondays 7pm, £4

Badminton - Tuesdays 1.30-8.30pm, £6 a court

Linedancing - Tuesdays 7-8.30pm, £2.50

Bunting Sewing Session - Wednesday 22nd June from 
6.30pm onwards

Photography Classes - Tuesdays 6-8pm, 6 week course 
starting 7th June, £65

Book Club - Wednesday 29th June, £2.50
Football Matches - Back FC will be playing home games at 
Coll on 2nd (U15s), 14th (U18’s) 20th (Seniors) 23rd (U15s) 
and 27th (Seniors)
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In 2015, Mags Macleod, Gress, took these stun-
ning images of St Moluag’s church at Eoropaidh.  
Rev Clare Lockhart (Sister Clare), of the Carmel 
Community, Gress, and St Peter’s Episcopalian 
Church, Stornoway, kindly agreed to write some 
background to the Teampull Mholuaidh.  In the last 
couple of years, two weddings local to our area, 
and reported in Loch a Tuath News took place in 
St Moluag’s Church.

‘You are here to pray, here where prayer has 
been valid’

The words of T.S. Eliot from his poem The Four 
Quartets ‘encompass in their dry precision, the 
purpose of pilgrimage, and its fulfilment. The 
Conferences of John Cassian remind us that in all 
things the Christian should ‘tend to prayer’. 

Throughout these islands, chapels and churches 
of many branches of the Christian Church bear 
witness to the compelling need of people for a 
place apart, in which to respond to God’s call to 
worship, down the generations. Among these are 
the material remains of the old pre-reformation 
centres of worship.  

If, as a pilgrim, you drive to the furthest North 
West corner of Lewis you will find one of the most 
faithfully restored examples of such a place. At 
the end of your journey to the Butt of Ness, you 
must leave your car, at the roadside, and walk 
though the crofts to a small unassuming build-
ing of stone, roofed with Caithness slabs. As 
you push open the heavy oak door, you release 

a shaft of light into a velvet 
darkness.

Stand there for a moment and 
feel the deep silence envelope 
you, while your eyes adjust to 
the dim grey light.

The Teampull Mholuaidh has 
been a place of worship and 
pilgrimage for centuries. The 
date and the circumstance of 
its foundation are lost in time.

The building dates back to the 
12th century, and is unusually 
in the shape of a Tau cross, 
an oblong nave and sanctuary 
with a small sacristy and side 
chapel. But it is likely that the 
present church is built on an 
earlier foundation. St.Moluaidh 
was a contemporary, and some say, a rival of St. Columba. He found-
ed a monastery on the island of Lismore in 562 A.D. 

The church at one time was also known as St.Olave’s, the name of 
the king of Norway, whose name is given also to the chapel of St.Aula 
in Gress.1

Early photographs of the church show a roofless ruin. It was the vision 
and energy of an Episcopalian clergyman, Canon H.A. Meaden, and 
the generosity of the people of Ness and Lewis, and far beyond, that 
brought about the restoration of the church as it stands today. Canon 
Meaden opened an Appeal at Christmas in 1910.  Negotiations took 

St Moluag's Church,
Eoropaidh, Ness

A light in the darkness

t t

Teampull Interior
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place with the two crofters on whose land the ruin stood, 
and in March 1912, Major Matheson signed the Feu Carter 
by which the church was formally handed over to the 
Episcopal Church.

The restoration of the main 
building was completed by 
the autumn of that year, and 
the church was re-opened by 
the Bishop of Argyll and the 
Isles on October 1 1912.

Canon Meaden’s dream 
was to restore the church 
as it would have been  at 
its zenith, and the church 
was furnished with the 
sanctuary ornaments  of the 
Mediaeval  era, including 
a 15th Century Florentine  
Processional Cross, which 
is still in the possession of  
the church. A collection of 
other notable antiquities 
including an ancient stone 
cross from Rona, formed the 
basis of a small museum. 
These antiquities are now to 
be found in the new Comunn Eachdraidh at Cross. 

Precious copies of ancient sacred texts were donated, nota-
bly a copy of the  Geneva Bible  known as the ‘Breeches’ 
Bible from the translators’ rendering of that Hebrew word  
in the Genesis account of Adam and Eve, more familiar to 
readers as ‘aprons’.

The daughter of David Livingstone presented the church 
with his Prayer Book, and there were many other generous 
donations of antique treasures.

So began another era of the living tradition of worship in the 

church of St. Moluaidh, which continues to this day, with 
the occasional offices of Baptism, marriages and funerals, 
Christmas and Easter services, and more frequent servic-

es of worship in the summer 
months. Although still under 
the care of the Episcopal 
Church, and served by the 
Rector and ministers from 
St.Peter’s Stornoway, it is 
recognised that the church 
at Eoropaidh is part of the 
Christian heritage of the 
whole church of God in 
these islands and beyond, 
and is the ancient Parish 
Church of the community 
where it is situated.

On a Saturday after-
noon last year, a group of 
Christian pilgrims from the 
Carmel community at Gress 
walked up to the church, for 
a service of Evening Prayer. 
As well as the usual psalms 
and readings of Scripture, 
we sang the ancient music 
of the 3rd Century cere-

mony of the Lighting of the Lamps. It was not fanciful or 
difficult to imagine answering echoes  from the centuries 
past , or eternity above, as the words unfolded in the 
candles’ glow:

‘Hail gladding Light of His pure glory poured, 

who is the Immortal Father,  heavenly blest.

Holiest of Holies

Jesus Christ Our Lord. Amen.
1 Taken from an article by the Rev’d D. Eales White

In every colour there is light

St Aula's Chapel in the fog. Photo by Magz Macleod at Impact Imagz

t t
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Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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June marks the middle of the year when we expect much 
sunshine along with length of daylight. By this time all 
the shrubs and bushes are in leaf and everything in the 
garden looks fresh.

It is the ideal month 
for planting your 
semi-hardy annu-
als, which are in 
abundance in gar-
den centres, and 
frost is no longer a 
threat. When buy-
ing bedding plants 
make sure they are 
healthy as tell-tale 
signs of neglect 
can be seen in any 
yellowing of the 
leaf and spindly 
stems. The plugs, 
which I ordered 
two months before specified delivery on 3 May, 
arrived in excellent condition and are now trans-
planted into pots. It's the ideal way of ordering 
plants.

This is also the ideal month for propagation, as 
new growth is active and roots soon form. If you 
have cuttings in individual pots and you are con-
cerned as to them being watered in your absence, 
simply bury the pot in the soil up to its rim, thus 
ensuring that the plant will not be starved of 
moisture. 

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...June Challenges

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (11 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £35.64 to Laura Graham, 5 Catherine Hill, Coll, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £35.64
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Another important task to perform this month is dead-
heading. As each flower fades, cut it off, as this tricks 
the plant into producing more flowers for, if you allow the 

flower to seed, the plant completes cycle and 
ceases to flower.

This is also an ideal month for planting certain 
seeds directly into the soil. This can save time 
but is not without its risks.

Firstly, weeds will also grow together with 
the young seedlings and it is often difficult to 
distinguish one from the other. The other big 
threat to young seedlings is slugs. The slug 
population is on the increase due to our mild 
winters. Slugs normally hibernate but with the 
mild weather, they continue to lay eggs. I often 
come across clusters of small eggs in the gar-
den. A slug can lay up to 500 eggs so, multiply 
that by the thousands of slugs in a garden, is 

it any wonder they do 
such immense dam-
age to the foliage? 
They are also noc-
turnal so most of the 
damage is done at 
night.

So gardening, whilst 
a pleasure, can also 
be an ongoing battle, 
albeit a pleasant one!

From the Poileagan

Pansies

Garden slug
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Wedding Telegrams
As a follow up to our very popular previous article on Wedding Telegrams, 
here are some more from our collection! I’m sure you’ll agree this was a 
lovely practice in days gone by, and highly amusing to look back on!

He who made the roses bloom, bless and guide the bride and groom.

May you always share a kindly fate and your journeys end be the Golden Gate.

May more than a fence run round your back yard.

Successful marriage you two can’t miss, so here’s to lots of wedded bliss.

May heavens blessings cement your union, continuous happiness your mutual 
portion.

White ale this year, white nappies next year.

Health, wealth and happiness galore, spoons and rattles on the floor.

May your joys be as deep as the snow in the glen, and your sorrows as few as the teeth in a hen.

May health attend you and heaven send you many happy days. 

Congratulations on the high seas of matrimony may you both have a bon voyage.

May love light your dwelling place and happiness hold the key.

As a bachelor we miss you, as man and wife we welcome you.

Recipe for a happy marriage:  wisdom of Solomon, Patience of Job and the children of Israel.

A prosperous voyage on the matrimonial sea, may skipper and mate forever agree.

Love inside your home will keep the frost away and you’ll be rubbing noses on your golden wedding day.

May peace and comfort lead your way with God’s blessing on each day.

Peace be within your walls and prosperity within your palaces.

May you live as long as you want and never want as long as you live.

May this new bound edition branch out to volumes.

May this pairing never need repairing.

May the match you strike today be the brightest in your life.

My dearest wish is denied that I’m not there to see the tie.

May the ship of happiness drop anchor at your door.

Ever may thy palaces prosperity retain.

In his arms tonight, in his pockets tomorrow.

May confetti be the hardest thing that hits you.

Days of plenty, times of peace dawn on you and never cease.

May your happiness be like your wedding ring, endless.

You can’t untie that knot sailor.

Good fun, good sport, something after for the cot.

When course is set and underway, warn other bachelors of their delay.
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Sgearse, Coll,Katag Solid, Mac Phichidh, BellAnne Lididh, 
Bobby Canada, 9 Coll

Alexina (Dolly), Neil Angus, Katag Solid

Duncan Mackay, 23 
Back

Clannighean a'Bhilich, 21 Upper Coll, at a 
wedding in New York in the 60s L. to R. 
Anna Bheag (Mrs 
Wells), Maggie (Mrs 
Quinn), Anna Mhor 
(Mrs Nicholson).

Alison a Sgiathanaich, 
Chriselle Alasdair 

Dhollaidh, Anna 
Margaret Ruaridh Staoig 

taken at Back School 
Sports day in the 1970s.
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Material for publication in the JULY/AUGUST issue of Loch a 
Tuath News must be in before MONDAY 20th JUNE 2016

Looking east from the garden at Am Poileagan. Picture taken by Angus Macdonald

Tong School Fairburn Trip - pupils having a ball in canoes!
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