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Summer  Days

• Brevig Part IV        • TRA Ness to Tolsta Walk         • Gaisgich Thunga

• Sports Arena Opening          • Gress Whalers

Plus: Back in Time, As na Bailtean, Back Community Council
and much more!
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‘Summertime is always the best of what 
might be.’  
Charles Bowden

Welcome to your July/August double 
issue of Loch a Tuath News! I hope 
you’ve all made the most 
of the beautiful sunshine 
we have had lately! As 
we are going to print, 
we are at the end of the 
school term, and here 
in Col Uarach, we are 
looking forward to the 
summer holidays - get-
ting away for a break 
from work, school and 
nursery - even we Loch 
a Tuath News editors 
get holidays! 

This month’s double issue is jam-
packed with something for everyone, 
from the last instalment of Gaisgich 
Thunga, our penultimate Growing 
up in Brevig, TRA Ness to Tolsta 
Walk, and all the last term activities of 
Back and Tong School. We also have 
a fascinating letter sent to us from 

Michigan, which was written during the 
First World War, from John Maciver to 
William Gibson, which is well worth a 
read. Thanks to Peggy Morrison (Peigi 
Uilleagan) for sending it to us.  

Please note that the AGM of the Loch 
a Tuath News takes place on Tuesday 
9 August at 7pm in the crèche at Back 
Free Church. If you would like to come 
along and get involved in your com-
munity magazine, please do so, all are 
welcome.

I’d like to make my usual plea for arti-
cles, suggestions and old pic-

tures! We value 
all contributions, 
and the maga-
zine wouldn’t be 
what it is without 
our community’s 
input.

I wish you all a 
blessed summer 
- whether it be at 
home or away - 
catching up with 
friends and family, 
and relaxing read-

ing the Loch a Tuath News!

Best wishes

Melanie

Cover Photo: Coll beach courtesy 
of Emma Scaramuccia

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: latneditor2@outlook.com
By post: Taigh Gone, 27 Upper Coll, HS2 0LS

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible.  If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Fàilte

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 
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As NA 
BAilteAN

We wish all those bereaved families the com-
fort and assistance of the Great Physician 
and the healer of the broken hearted.

Coll
Surprise Visitor
I've been writing to pen pals now for many 
years, but never thought I would meet any of 
them, especially not from Alberta, Canada, but, 
surprise surprise on the 24th of May, Agnes 
appeared in my kitchen!  So that it would be a 
surprise for me (or shock) she had written to 
Alice at her work, and to Jonathan at his work 
to make sure I would be at home when she 
arrived. Everyone knew she was coming but 
me! We spent two lovely afternoons together.  
Agnes is a lovely Scottish lady who emigrated 
to Canada with her parents and brother when 
she was 9 years old. The icing on the cake 
was that she saw the Island at its best with the 
spell of good weather we had.

New Baby
Congratulations to John Norman and Peggy, 
‘Collumbia’, 42b Coll, on the birth of their 
baby girl on the 1st of June.  Conall is over 
the moon with his new baby sister Murron, 
who is also another grandchild for Willie 
Basher and Ishbal Maclean, and Alice and 
Kenny Macleod, Columbia Place.

Bereavement
Our sympathy goes to Tommy, Chrisann 
Cunningham and family, 82 Coll, on the tragic 
death of his sister.  All other relatives, especially 
his mother, friends, and neighbours are also in 
our thoughts at this very sad and difficult time.

Wedding Congratulations
On Thursday 7th April 2016, Muriel Murray 
(formerly Rose Cottage, 46a Coll and ex North 
Tolsta) married Peter Macleod (Ness) at Back 
Free Church. Muriel is the daughter of the late 
Murdo Murray (Murchadh Brus) and Bellann 
(Bellann a’ Mhanse) from North Tolsta. Peter is 
the son of Angus Macleod (Aonghas Pàdraig 
an Ùigich) and Agnes (Agnes a’ Phower). We 
wish the newlyweds all the best.

Gress
Welcome
We extend a warm welcome to Ian and 
Alison Fox and their dog Jock who have now 
settled in their newly built house at no. 44 
(Taigh Ghreusaiche). Ian and Alison have 
moved here from Linlithgow, Glasgow.

Congratulations
We are delighted to once again report how well 
the village children have done in the Nicolson.

Ellie Macdonald was awarded prizes 
for History, Science, Gaelic, RME, Home 
Economics and Art & Design which she 
shared with Andrew Macdonald.

Calum Maclennan – Gaelic Prize

Marie Maclennan – Gaelic Prize and the 
Rotary Club Music Prize.

Catriona Bain – Gaelic Prize and the Health 
and Food Technology Prize. The MG Alba 
Trophy for fostering Gaelic Ethos, this was a 
debating award between four pupils.

John Alasdair Bain – Gaelic and History Prize

James Maclennan – Gaelic Learners Prize

BACk/VAtisker
Sympathy
Much sympathy is extended to the families 
of several individuals with strong links to this 
community who have lived outwith the district 
but have experienced bereavement.

The oldest of these was Mrs Mary Jane 
Macleod who had lived on Millar Road, 
Stornoway, for many years.

Mary Jane was the eldest daughter of the 
Stewart family of 17 Back. She had reached 
the ripe old age of ninety six years and had 
lived independently in her own home until 
recently. She passed away peacefully in 
Ospadal nan Eilean on 26 May. She was pre-
deceased many years ago by her husband 
Alex Dan who belonged to Leurbost.

By profession Mary Jane was a trained nurse 
of the old school, gaining much experience in 
various hospital departments. She ended a 
long career as Matron of the County Hospital, 
a far cry from the day she began her training 
at the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary. She was a 
very intelligent person with a clear retentive 
memory going back for almost a century.

To her daughter Fiona and family and to her 
son Donald and family, who was able to trav-
el from the States to be at her funeral service 
which was attended by many, we send our 
deepest condolences. We also remember at 
this sad time, her three sisters, their families 
and all connected by family ties.

We also regret having to record the passing 
of Mrs Catherine Martin, the last of the family 
of Teaghlach ’n Help, John and Catherine 
Murray, 43 Vatisker. She passed away 
peacefully on 23 April in Bethesda Hospice, 
Stornoway at the age of eighty seven years.

Catriona ’n Help received her primary educa-
tion in Back School. There her performance 
in the ‘3Rs’ was well above average and 
this allowed her to progress, with very few 
others in those difficult days to The Nicolson 
Institute. There she attained the neces-
sary qualifications for teacher training in 
Jordanhill College of Education in Glasgow. 
As a qualified teacher she found a teaching 
appointment in the primary department of 
The Nicolson Institute, where she taught 
successfully for a number of years.

When she met and married Dòmhnall Iain 
Martin from Borve she moved to that Westside 
village and both helped to run the Post Office 
there for a good number of years. (It is interest-
ing to note that was the Post Office from which 
the captain of the stricken Clan MacQuarrie 
sent a message home that he was safe.)

Mrs Catriona Martin leaves a very devoted son 
and daughter to mourn her passing. To them 
both, and to her sister in law in Gress, as well as 
other relatives we extend sympathy. (Contributed)

An Unexpected Passing
Many, especially those living in Lighthill, were 
very sad to learn of the unexpected passing 
of Mr Brian Wood, the loving husband of 
Chris Anne (Milo) and the devoted father of 
their twin daughters. Brian’s last illness came 
at the very time when Chris Anne was about 
to go into hospital for hip surgery and as one 
of the girls was preparing for her wedding.

Well done to you all keep up the hard work!

Special Birthday Congratulations
Happy Birthday to Daniel Macdonald 
(26), who was 21 in June, and Annabelle 
Maclennan (14), who is 21 on the 11th July!

Summer Break
We are pleased to see the students home for 
the summer break and hope they will enjoy 
their holidays.

toNG
Official Opening of Bethesda Respite Unit
On Tuesday 14th June the official opening of 
Bethesda Respite Care Unit took place. This 
development was made possible by Mrs Mary 
Ann Trump Barry who donated a substantial 
sum of money. Mary Ann’s mother, also Mary 
Ann, was born and brought up at 5 Tong. Mrs 
Barry has made this generous contribution in 
‘loving memory of her mother’, as the plaque 
states. During the opening ceremony, the 
plaque was unveiled by Mrs Mary Ann Lamont 
on behalf of her first cousin, Mrs Mary Ann 
Trump Barry, who was unable to attend as 
she lives in the United States of America. She 
has visited the island on many occasions with 
her mother when she was younger, and in 
recent years since her mother passed away.

Bethesda Care Unit and Hospice, along with 
the new Respite Care Unit, continue to pro-
vide an excellent standard of care to the 
island community as a whole and we wish 
them well in the future. Pictured on p4 are 
Mrs Carol Somerville, General Manager at 
Bethesda, presenting Mrs Mary Ann Lamont 
with a bouquet.

Village Condolences
We extend our sincere condolences to the 
family of the late Mary Ann Macleod, 10 Aird 
Tong. We especially remember her daughter 
Isabel who looked after her mother for the past 
6 years. We remember her son Murdo and his 
wife June in Stornoway, Alex Dan in Renton 
and Mary Ann’s grandchildren, Peter, Douglas 
and Donna and their families. Finally we 
express our sincere sympathy to Mary Ann's 
only sister Agnes, 11 Morrison Terrace, Tong.

We also send the sincere sympathy of the 
community to the family of the late Chrisanna 
MacDonald who passed away recently. We 
remember her son Daniel James especially. 
We also remember her parents Marion and 
Ruairidh Campbell, and her sister Irene. We 
also remember her aunt Agnes Hodgart and 
her brother Jim, who live at 18 Allotments, 
Tong. We assure them all, along with their 
extended families, that they are being remem-
bered by the community at this difficult time.
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Bailtean
◄ Isla Macdonald won 4 gold medals 
and overall 9 year old girl swimmer prize 
at the Elgin Mini Meet in Buckie. Isla is 
the daughter of Andy & Mandy, grand-
daughter of Murdo Milo & Joan Murray. 
(Back/Vatisker)

A,.s na

▲►Young 
Sandy Macdonald of Gress 

came across this nest on Beinn 
Iomhair. Possibly buzzard chicks

▲ Agnes and Ishbal (Coll)

▲ Conall & Murron Maclean (Coll)

▲ Peter & Muriel Macleod (Coll)

▲ Mary Ann Lamont and Carol 

Somerville (Tong)

▲ Amelie, Heidi, Oliver with 

new brother Joshua Campbell 

(Upper Coll)

▲ Orla Rose Macaulay (Upper Coll)

◄ James Matthew White 
(Upper Coll)

Pictures,.
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older generation as having a very pleasant 
personality and visiting the old home at No. 
11 on many occasions with her family, espe-
cially when they were young. 

New Babies
Congratulations are sent to Nick and Karen 
White, 10b, on the birth of their second son, 
James Matthew, on 21 May 2016. James was 
so keen to make an appearance that he was 
born a week early at home, causing great 
excitement. It is a good job there was a doc-
tor in the house! James is a welcome brother 
for Daniel and we wish the family well.

Congratulations also go to Andrew Macaulay 
and his wife Marianne who welcomed their 
baby daughter, Orla Rose, on 21 May. Orla 
was born in Stornoway, where they are cur-
rently living. She is the first grandchild for 
Iain and Anne Macaulay of No. 81. 

It is interesting to note that James and Orla 
were born the same day, and James was 
born in Orla’s grandparents’ previous home!

Joshua Finlayson Campbell was born 5th March 
2016 in Aberdeen. Joshua is the sixth grandchild 
for Joan and Calum Maclean and the fourth child 
for Jayne, Joan and Calum’s daughter, and her 
husband Chris. We send our congratulations to 
Jayne and Chris. Joshua is a new brother for 
Amelie, Heidi and Oliver and we are sure they 
will be a big help to their mum and dad.

We would like to extend a very warm welcome 
home to Maureen (nighean Dollan agus Katie 
Ann Phòisean, 7 Upper Coll) and Seb, to 
their home at 61 Upper Coll. Maureen and 

Gaisgich Aird Thunga Appeal
If any readers are able to supplement or 
correct the accounts in Gaisgich Thunga 
on p10-12 it would be greatly appreciated if 
this knowledge could be passed on to any 
LATN committee member. The profiles of the 
men lost in WW1 and also in WW2 will form 
part of a wider project detailing the district's 
contribution to both wars which will hopefully 
be published in the near future - more details 
on this assignment will follow in September's 
edition of LATN. For the following accounts 
the principal sources used have been the 
Faces from the Lewis War Memorial website 
and the very informative publication Tong - 
The Story of a Lewis Village' which the local 
Historical Society produced in the 1980s.

UPPer Coll
The Late Mrs Katag Kelly
We were sorry to hear of the recent passing 
away of Mrs Katag Kelly in Lincolnshire at 
the age of 91. Katag was the last of the fam-
ily of Calum and Kate Maciver No.11.

She left the island as a young girl to serve 
in the ATS in the Second World War. Since 
then, and after meeting her husband Tim 
Kelly, Katag lived in different parts of the 
world including Brazil, Romania and Zaire, 
accompanying her late husband as he 
worked for Wimpey's on large contracts. The 
family home was in Slough for many years. 
Latterly she lived in Lincolnshire. Her eldest 
daughter Catherine predeceased her last 
year. Since then she lived with her daughter 
Malina and her husband Rodney.

Katag Chulapain will be remembered by the 

Seb have worked in Saudi Arabia for many 
years and are delighted to be back home 
permanently and to be so close to Maureen’s 
mum and dad and the rest of the family in 
Upper Coll and on the mainland. Maureen is 
relishing all the fresh air and the rain! They 
are enjoying getting their home and garden in 
order. We wish Seb and Maureen all the best 
as they settle in to Col Uarach.

Upper Coll Runners’ Success in 
Stornoway Half Marathon
There are a number of Upper Coll residents 
who are often to be seen pounding the 
streets of our village, and, indeed, further 
afield. Two of these athletes took part in the 
recent Stornoway Half Marathon, on a hot 
sunny day. Christopher Graham, 13b Upper 
Coll, finished in 15th place out of a total of 
128 runners, with a magnificent time of 1hr 
31 mins 58 seconds. 

Just under twenty minutes later, in 57th place 
and a time of 1hr 51mins 14 secs was Colin 
Tucker, 10c Upper Coll. This time won him 
the prize for over 60s competitors. Let’s hope 
there will be an over-70s trophy for him next 
year! Well done to both of them!

Get Well Wishes
Jason Brett, No. 10, was on holiday with his 
family  in London when he fell and tore his 
Achilles, a painful injury. Since then Jason 
has been unable to get about at all but he is 
now on only one crutch and starting to take 
short walks. We send Jason our very best 
wishes for continued improvement and hope 
he will be back at work soon. 

Greetings from Katikati
Chris Edginton writes of his recent (sunny!) trip home 
to 14 Aird Tong. Here are some of the images taken 
during his stay.

Greetings from Katikati, New Zealand. I’ve been 
back for a week now after spending most of May in 
Lewis specifically to visit my family at 14 Aird Tong. What 
wonderful weather I had - the best of I have experienced in 
Lewis for many a year. By way of contrast, as I write, it is cold and 
wet here. The highlights of my trip apart from seeing my family 
and friends were a visit to the Shiant Islands courtesy of Gordy Maclean of 
‘Seafari’. What a wonderful experience I had going out in Gordy’s fast moving 
R.I.B. called ‘Our Lilly’. Gordy was a great host and I will cherish my memories 
of the thousands of sea birds that call the Shiant’s home, especially the endearing little Puffins. I was also fortunate to see an 

Eagle who hovered over the boat for quite some time – a first for me. Annabel and I also took a trip across to the West side to visit Uig. 
The weather was perfect for our trip and the beach at Ardroil was one of the most beautiful I 
have ever seen. The little Museum and Cafe run by local volunteers is also well worth a visit.

As an avid horticulturist I am always on the lookout for wild flowers when I am out and about 
on the Island and this year I saw my first 
Cuckoo Flower (Cardamine pratensis) 
What a dainty little beauty this is and yes 
to top it off a male Cuckoo was calling 
out his trade-mark greeting to announce 
my find and his arrival. As always I leave 
a large piece of my heart behind when 
I leave Lewis, a place that cannot be 
appreciated for its beauty and unique-
ness unless you actually physically go 
there. Hopefully I will be back ‘home’ 
again soon.

Chris Edginton

▲Cuckoo 
Flower

Ardroil Sands

Shiants

Shiants Trip
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BACKBACKBACK

First Telephone at Gress

Fancy winning a £50 restaurant voucher?? We are looking 
for a photograph that best represents the season of Summer - 
hopefully we’ll get one this year! The winner will win the voucher and have 
their winning submission on the cover of the Loch a Tuath News. We also 
hope to have a showcase of other entries we receive.

Please submit your entries to Melanie at latneditor2@outlook.com, or to 
any of the other committee members. We hope to have the winner announced 
in our September issue, so please have your photographs in by the deadline 
for that issue, which will be 15 August 2016, which gives plenty of time to get 
snapping over the summer season!

We look forward to seeing your pictures - good luck!

Loch  a 
 Tuath  News 
     Photography 
        Competition

This article is from a Stornoway Gazette from 1947, 
it details applications for local bus routes, but there 
is a reference at the end to ‘playing a round of golf 
at Coll’?  

If anyone can shed any light on any golf facilities or 
activities in Coll around that time, we would be most 
interested to hear about it.

Many thanks to Colin Tucker for 
bringing it to our 

attention!

GOLF AT COLL
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This year’s Challenger 
Mission was a big hit with children from across 
Broadbay and North Tolsta attending.  

The ‘Deep Space Explorers’ theme was a great suc-
cess once again with around 100 children attended the 
Kid’s Club each evening and up to 20 teens attending 
the Youth event.

Sincere thanks to the Challenger team, all parents for 
their support and to the large team of local volunteers 
who helped out each evening.

Special thanks also to Tong Community Hall for the 
use of their indoor and outdoor facilities. 

Several issues of interest to all the Back community 
are currently being considered by the Back Community 
Council (BCC),

At this time of year some monies may be available to BCC 
for use in community projects. The Community Council 
are keen to hear from local residents about any ideas for 
projects to improve the area and have for several weeks 
now had boxes in Gordon’s, the Pharmacy and the Coll 
Centre to enable people  to put forward their ideas.  The 
email address – backcommunitycouncil@hotmail.com 
is another way for the community to express their views.

SSE (Scottish & Southern Electricity) recently held road-
shows for communities wanting to develop plans to cope 
with emergency situations within their own areas. Carolyn 
Hudson from BCC went to the workshop and found a 
great deal of help and information on offer. Carolyn said, 
“This was a very worthwhile event. SSE offer communities 
help to develop plans for their areas not just for power out-
ages but also for other situations such as severe weather, 

disruption to the phone system, flooding or road closures.”

The Community Council are looking to hold an event 
towards the end of summer to look at some simple meas-
ures to help in such situations and would be very keen to 
hear from anyone who feels they could contribute to draw-
ing up such a plan or who has specific skills or equipment 
to help in any such event.

Complaints have been received about ‘fly-tipping’ in 
various places within the area. Our councillors tell us that 
following the siting of CCTV at Brevig, the problem of fly 
tipping at the harbour has declined but has only moved 
to other areas. The Community is encouraged to use 
the Creed recycling centre for all rubbish not suitable for 
household bins and to be vigilant and report those spoiling 
our area in this way.

Back Community Council meets in the Hut at 7pm on the 
last Tuesday of each month. Minutes of the meetings are 
available on the Comhairle website and all members of 
the public are welcome to attend these meetings.

Back Community Council

Challenger 4 – Tong Mission 2016

Ellie Macdonald, 31 Gress, helping her 
father shearing the sheep. They start them 

young in Gress!
 

Photograph by Jock Murray

Like many communities the people of Upper Coll eagerly antici-
pated the arrival of superfast fibre broadband because of the roll 
out of a network across the Highlands and Islands region. As the 
now familiar green street cabinets were being installed hopes 
were high of a fibre broadband service coming to our doors soon. 

Around £146m is being spent on delivering the broadband ser-
vice through the Digital Highlands and Islands Project, led by 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) and delivered by BT. 
There have been some problems with connectivity to houses and 
HIE, BT, Openreach, MP and MSP have been working with us 
to get a solution.

In terms of timescales, a full review of Back is set to be com-
pleted by the end of June so we expect to be in a position to fully 
understand what actions are required at individual houses by then.

Anne Macaulay

Upper Coll Broadband Issues 
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From the Manse
Christian Commitment

Over two hundred years ago, the renowned preacher and 
author Thomas Boston became the minister of a local con-
gregation in Ettrick. He found that many Christians there 
were living lax and careless lives. Christian fellowship and 
relationships were so poor that he refused to allow the Lord’s 
Supper to be held for the first three years of his ministry.

At the first communion service he held, he gave out no more 
than fifty-six communion tokens to those whom he considered 
were living Christian lives honouring to the death of Christ.

Then for twenty-two long years, he encouraged the core 
group of Christians to live out Christ-honouring lives. As 
they committed themselves to Christ, their Christian fel-
lowship became attractive once again and something that 
others wanted to be a part of.

At the end of his ministry, twenty-four years later, Thomas 
Boston presided over his last communion in Ettrick. There 
were three days of preaching and preparation for the 
Lord’s Supper. On the Saturday, he and his elders gave 
out seven hundred and seventy-seven tokens to those 
wishing to make a profession of their faith in Jesus Christ 
and sit at the Lord’s Table. 

Thomas Boston’s approach was not unlike that of the 
preacher Hendry Drummond, who once began a sermon 
on discipleship with these words:

‘Ladies and gentlemen, the entrance fee into the Kingdom 
of Heaven is nothing. The annual subscription is everything.’

This was something Boston’s parishioners learnt and ulti-
mately lived out in their own personal lives. 

What might Boston have asked his people? Perhaps, 
questions like - Do you know Jesus Christ?  Are you 
walking with him? Are you committed to serving him? Are 
you subscribing to his Kingdom? These are questions we 
would all do well to ask ourselves, daily.

How would Boston’s parishioners have responded to his 
call for commitment to Christ? They would have commit-
ted to reading the Word of God, engaging in prayer and 
participating in gospel fellowship. So must you and I, if we 
are truly committed to knowing Jesus Christ and serving 
him in our own lives.

Spending time in meditation,

Hiding Scripture in our heart,

Works in us a transformation

So from sin we can depart.
(Sper)

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during July 2016 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 3 July
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod
11am:   Rev Donald A Macdonald   (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 10 July
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod    (Baptism)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 17 July
11am:   Rev Donald A Macdonald
11am:   Rev Kenneth M Ferguson  (Gaelic)
6pm:   Mr Andrew Macleod

Sunday 24 July
11am:   Mr Iain R Morrison
11am:   Rev Donald A Macdonald   (Gaelic)
6pm:   Mr Iain R Morrison
Sunday 31 July
11am:   Mr Iain R Morrison
11am:   Rev Donald A Macdonald   (Gaelic)
6pm:   Mr Iain R Morrison

Tong Mission House
Sunday 3 July     11am: Mr Ian Murdo Macleod

Sunday 10 July
6pm: Mr Iain Mackinnon  
(Gaelic)

Sunday 17 July
11am: Mr Andrew Macleod

Sunday 24 July
6pm: Mr Neil Murray 
(Gaelic)

July Service Times 

'Please refer to:
www.backfreechurch.co.uk
for August's preaching programme 
and other updates.
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In the last few months Loch a Tuath News has profiled 
the men from Back, Vatisker and Coll who died during 
the 1914 -18 War. This edition, and also July's edition of 
the paper will list the men from Tong and Aird Tong who 
were lost in the conflict. Until now the writer has relied 
upon Bill Lawson's Croft Histories of Back and Coll as 
well as the locally produced Croft History of Vatisker 
for help in researching the genealogy of the men and 
their relations in the district today. Unfortunately this 
information is not so readily available for Tong and 
Aird Tong and it would be very helpful if the community 
could assist in filling in the gaps in the biographies 
(where there are question marks) so that a complete 
picture of the men’s backgrounds can be recorded. 

John MacDonald, 6 Aird 
Tong

John, the son of John 
MacDonald died of 
wounds sustained in 
battle on 17 March 
1915 aged 22 years. 
His brother Norman 
served in the RNR and 
survived the war. John 

is interred at Wimereux 
Communal Cemetery, 

France. This cemetery 
contains almost three 

thousand Commonwealth 
burials of the First World War - 

among them is Lt.-Col. John McCrae, author of the 
poem "In Flanders Fields." 

John is shown in the 1901 census as a seven year old, 
living with his father John (48, crofter and fisherman) as 
well as his siblings Alex (17), Norman (5), Anne (14) and 
Jessie (11).

Samuel MacDonald, 8 Aird Tong
Samuel was one of two sons of John and Mary 
MacDonald who made the ultimate sacrifice. He 
served with the Seaforth Highlanders and was killed 
in action on 12 March 1915 aged 23 years. He has 
no known grave and is commemorated on the Le 
Touret Memorial in France. The Faces from the Lewis 
Memorial website states that his parents were also 
resident at 50 Tong. 

Donald MacDonald, 8 Aird Tong
Just two months after the loss of his older brother 
Samuel, Donald MacDonald was killed in action at 
Neuve Chapelle aged 19 years. The date of his death, 
9 May 1915 was the district's darkest day of the con-
flict - six men from the Loch a Tuath community were 
among the twenty nine Lewismen who lost their lives 
during an ill-fated assault on the German trenches. 

In common with his brother, he has no known grave 
and is commemorated on the Le Touret Memorial in 
France. Another Donald MacDonald who served as a 
piper with the Canadians is listed on the Loyal Lewis 
Roll of Honour as being resident at 8 Aird Tong. 

Norman MacFarlane, 9 Aird Tong
Norman, the son of Alexander and Mary Macfarlane? 
served with the 8th Canadian Infantry (Manitoba 
Regiment) and died in Quebec on 23 June 1917 
aged 33 years. He is buried in Brookside Cemetery, 
Winnipeg. His brothers Alex and John also served in 
the war, in the RNR and Seaforths respectively, and 
survived. A cousin? Donald MacFarlane who lived 
at the same address received the Military Cross for 
gallantry at Passchendaele in 1917. 

Norman is shown in the 1891 census as a six year 
old at home with his parents Alexander (40) and Mary 
(36) as well as his siblings Maggie (8), Annie (4) and 
Alexander (3 months). A decade later, the family also 
includes his brother John aged 7. It should be noted 
that in the Loyal Lewis Roll of Honour, Norman is listed 
as being the son of Allan MacFarlane.

Donald Finlayson, 19 Aird Tong
Donald was one of two men from 
Tong - and ten altogether 
from Lewis and Harris - 
who were lost aboard the 
armed merchant cruiser 
HMS Clan McNaughton 
which disappeared off 
the north-west coast of 
Ireland on 3 February 
1915 during a storm. 
Donald, who was aged 
28 years was one of 
two sons of Angus and 
Catherine Finlayson who 
answered the call. His young-
er brother William survived the 
war. His name is commemorated on the Chatham Naval 
Memorial in Kent.

Donald is shown at Aird Tong in the 1891 census, the 
five year old son of Angus (47) and Catherine (41) 
with siblings John (12), Murdo (11), Isabella (9½) and 
William (3½).

Duncan Smith, 20 Aird Tong
Duncan, the younger brother? of John, served with the 
Seaforth Highlanders and was killed in action on 26 
August 1917 aged 31 years.

His name is inscribed on the Tyne Cot Memorial to the 
Missing in Belgian Flanders  -  one of four memorials 
which cover the area known as the Ypres Salient. 

Gaisgich Aird Thunga 1914 - 1919 
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Duncan is shown in the 1891 census, the youngest 
(then aged 5) of the seven children of Angus Smith 
(50). The elder siblings are Catherine (19), Isabella 
(18), Anabella (17), Isabella (13), Christina Mary (10) 
and John (7). 

John Smith, 20 Aird Tong

John was one of two? sons 
of Angus and Annie Smith 
who died in WW1. Aged 
31 years, he was killed 
aboard HM Drifter Star 
of Buchan which was 
sunk by a mine off the 
Isle of Wight on 20 
October 1915 with the 

loss of seven lives. His 
name is commemorated 

on the Chatham Naval 
Memorial in Kent.

Donald Macmillan, 21 Aird Tong
Donald was one of two sons of Murdo 
and Margaret Macmillan who 
died in WW1. In an extract 
from the Highland News 
from February 1915 it 
was stated that he was 
reported missing since 29 
October 1914. His actual 
date of death is given 
as 7 June 1915 and his 
name is inscribed on the 
Menin Gate at Ypres in 
Belgium. Donald who was 
aged 19 years served with 
the Gordon Highlanders. He 
is shown in the 1901 census as 
a five year old with his parents Murdo (35) and Peggy 
(36) as well as his siblings Katie (14), John (4), and 
Hector and Angus (2 months). 

John Macmillan, 21 
Aird Tong
John, the younger broth-
er of Donald, was aged 
20 years when he was 
lost in action - his name 
is commemorated on the 
Tyne Cot Memorial to 
the Missing in Belgium. 
The following report from 
the Stornoway Gazette 
of 22 November 1918 
recorded his death:  

"Mrs Macmillan, widow of Mr Murdo Macmillan, 21 

Aird Tong, has received intimation that her son, John 
Macmillan, Camerons, was killed in action on 20th 
October 1918 on the Western Front. At the outbreak 
of war he, although only 16 years of age, was in the 
Militia but on account of his age was held on home 
service until he attained the age of 18, when he was 
sent to France. He was of an exceedingly kind and 
gentle disposition, and a great comfort to his wid-
owed mother, who has had many trials. Her eldest 
son, Donald, has been missing since the early days 
of the war. The sympathy of the whole community 
goes out to Mrs Macmillan who has been so sorely 
tried."

Angus Macleod, 21 Aird Tong
Angus, the son of George 
and Annabella Macleod, 
was a sergeant with the 7th 
Canadian Infantry (British 
Columbia Regiment) and 
died on 28 April 1917 
aged 24 years. He is one 
of two men from Aird Tong 
whose final resting place 
is in Wimereux Communal 
Cemetery, France - John 
MacDonald from No. 6 
was interred there two 
years previously. 

Angus is shown in the 1901 census as the son of 
George (52) and Annabella (51) at Aird Tong. Also 
present are his siblings Isabella (24), Allan (16) and 
Anne (11).

John Maciver, 22 Aird 
Tong

John, who served with 
the Royal Naval Reserve, 
was an Acting Leading 
Signalman aboard the 
cargo vessel  SS Highland 
Pride.

He died on 9 April 1919 aged 
36 years and is interred at 
Gress. He was the son of 
John Maciver and the hus-
band of Catherine Maciver. 

John Macleod, 25 Aird Tong
John was the second man from his neighbourhood 
lost aboard HMS Clan McNaughton on 3 February 
1915; Donald Finlayson, 19 Aird Tong, was also 
among the 281 crew who perished when the ship 
sank off the coast of Ireland during a storm.

Interestingly, both he and Donald served with the 

The Fallen of Tong 1914 - 1919
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Drake Battalion of the Royal 
Naval Division who took part 

in the defence of Antwerp 
in the autumn of 1914, an 
offensive which resulted in 
the internment of many 
other islanders.

John, who was aged 22 
years, was one of two sons 

of Peter Macleod who served 
their country; Alexander 

(Ailig Phadruig) served with 
the Gordon Highlanders and was 

wounded at Ypres. 

Allan John Maciver, 29 
Aird Tong

Allan, the son of Alexander 
and Annie Maciver, served 
with the Seaforth Highlanders 
and died on 11 December 
1918 aged 21 years.

He is buried in Gress cem-
etery. 

John Thomson, 32 Aird 
Tong

John, the son of Alexander 
and Janet? Thomson (nee Ferguson, 53 Back?), 

served with the Royal Naval Reserve aboard HMS 
Isonzo and was lost at sea between Malta and Taranto 
on 22 February 1917, aged 36 years. He was survived 
by his widow Henrietta (Hillhead Cottage) and by four 
young children. His brother? Alexander, a Boer War 
veteran, served with the South African Defence Force 
while another brother? George, a lieutenant with the 
Worcestershire Regiment, received the Military Cross 
for gallantry at Salonika. Four of John's first cousins? 
were among the district's war dead of WW1: Evander 
Maciver, 3 Tong, Evander MacDonald, 4 New Street, 
Back, Angus Ferguson, 53 Back and John Ferguson, 
32 Vatisker. 

Footnote
In the Loyal Lewis Roll 
of Honour a photograph 
of Alex Macleod, 14 Aird 
Tong is shown with his 
date of death given as 
19 November 1919. His 
name however does not 
appear in the accompa-
nying list of Tong men 
who fought in WW1. As 
stated previously any 
information which read-
ers have on this or any 
of the other men's pro-
files would be gratefully 
received.

The sun shines on Ness to Tolsta sponsored trail walk to support Tong Hall

On the 14th May 48 walkers took on the challenge of walking the 13 miles from Ness to Tolsta to raise funds for the 
TRA. Fortunately, a week of no rain and the day itself being dry, warm and with a slight breeze we really could not 
have asked for better weather. 

TRA Ness to Tolsta Walk
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Everyone gathered at Tong hall at 9am and after a quick registra-
tion we headed off on the bus up to Ness. We got dropped off at 
Skigersta road end and were then given a quick safety talk by 
Kenny Macphail. Our bus driver Lewis kindly took a photo of us 
all and then we were off!    

The walk was fascinating…. firstly we came to the bothies, these 
varied from simple and practical to elaborate and ornate, with the 
track underfoot here being pretty good. The track then vanished 
and we continued the trail by going from post to post.

A wee detour to the 18th century chapel and hall was well worth 
the extra effort as were the views across the cliffs. This took us to 
the next stage, across the moor….. the peat banks at times were 
easier to crawl up and you really had to ‘choose’ where to step 
here definitely making this section of the walk pretty difficult. As 
we hit the top, and 
the view to Tolsta 
became clear, the 
walk suddenly felt 
a lot more achiev-
able!

A break for lunch with an amazing view and we were off again. 
Past a few lochs and some particularly soggy patches… we actu-
ally had 2 people sink past their knees here… we finally came to 
a descent down towards Tolsta. Coming off the moor and onto 
a gravelled track was extremely welcome and made the final bit 
seem like a doddle! Before we knew it we were over ‘the bridge 
to nowhere’ and Iain sitting in the bus ready to return us to Tong 
was a fantastic sight to behold!!!

In total our walkers managed to raise an outstanding £1478, this 
was an incredible amount for an incredible day. Some of our 
walkers also managed to complete this walk in just under 4 hours! I personally took a wee bit 
longer than that!   

The Tong Recreation Association organises a variety of events throughout the year to ensure that the hall can 
remain open for community use. These vary from big 
breakfasts, and lunches to village clean ups and parties 
as well as organising our annual events of the village 
garden party, bonfire night and New Year party. 

The TRA is made up of a group of volunteers who give 
up a wee bit of their free time and any new members 
would be warmly welcome. The Tong hall needs regu-
lar funds to ensure running costs are covered but at 
present we are look-
ing to raise further 
funds to make some 
improvements to 
the hall including 
a new hall floor. 
The TRA are so 
pleased with eve-

ryone’s effort to achieve this amazing total raised from the walk, and, 
would like to take this opportunity to say a great big Thank You to eve-
ryone who took part and donated so generously. It is very, very much 
appreciated.

If you would like to get involved and help the TRA please contact: 
eilidhcsmith@hotmail.com or you can contact us via the Tong events 
Facebook page. 

Fiona Macdonald
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This 
m o n t h 
we go back 
in time, 10 years ago, to 2006 to see 
what was happening in Sgoil a’ Bhac!

Rural Sports
The school received several individual 
1st prizes at the rural sports together 
with coming 2nd in the S2 team event.

School Leavers 
Below are the S2 pupils leav-
ing Sgoil a' Bhac in June 
2006. We wish them well as 
they transfer to the Nicolson 
Institute. Imogen Pilling and 
Scott Duncan are missing 
from the photo.

Athletics
Ruairaidh Stewart and 
Sean Macleod compet-
ed in the North of Scotland 

District Championships. 
Ruairaidh came first in 
the 100m and 2nd in the 
200m. Ruairaidh was 
also a member of the 
successful Nicolson team 
who competed at the 
North of Scotland com-
petitions. Sean Macleod 
also competed with dis-
tinction in the 800m. 
Ruairaidh participated 
in the Scottish finals at 
Grangemouth where he 
came 5th in the 400m 
and was a member of the 1st placed 
North of Scotland relay team.

Mod 2006
Bha Mòd air leth soirbheachail aig 
clann na sgoile am bliadhna. Tha an 
sgoil airson meala-naidheachd a chur 
air a h-uile duine a ghabh pàirt agus 
taing a thoirt do na h-inbhich a bha 
a-mach 's a-steach a' toirt taic dhuinn.

Gymnastics Club
All pupils in the club received Scottish 
Gymnastics Award Level one. 
Congratulations to the pupils and their 
instructor Sue Emmott. The club first 
came together early in 2006.

DVD - Ceòl na h-Alba 
A DVD of Traditional Scottish Music 
and Song by pupils of Sgoil a' Bhac 

was launched on Friday 2nd 
June at a gala premier held in 
the school. The DVD which is 
of professional quality can be 
ordered from the school at a 
cost of £10. All proceeds go 
towards school funds.

Bog Slog
Virtually all pupils from P3 
to S2 undertook a bog slog 
of about 8 miles length on 
Friday 23rd June. They 
were accompanied by staff, 

P2 - Gymnastics Club

S2 Leavers - June 2006

Launch of DVD
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parents and volunteers. All who participated enjoyed the 
event as the weather was favourable and the route which 
took them through the Poileagan, out the Back peat road 
and past the old water station was fairly easy to walk. A 
definite bonus for Mrs K S Matheson was that pupils lifted 
her peats en-route!

Macmillan Mile
Pictured is the chair of Macmillan Nurses' Support 
group, Mrs Marion Murray, accepting a cheque for
£940.30 from Leanne Macdonald and Etta Anderson 
on behalf of Sgoil a' Bhac. The money was raised 
through a sponsored walk round Lighthill.Thanks to all 
who contributed so generously.

Fairburn
S2 pupils enjoyed their school trip to the outdoor centre 
at Fairburn, 5 miles from Contin. The feedback from 
adults who accompanied pupils 
and worked with them during 
the week was very positive as 
behaviour was exemplary and 
they all participated enthusiasti-
cally in a wide range of challeng-
ing activities.

Cal Mac Presentations
Mr Iain McRorie, Cal Mac histo-
rian, visited the school on 23rd 
May to present house captains 

with framed photographs of ships which served the island 
and after which the school houses are named: Suilven, 
Seaforth, Columba and Claymore. He also showed slides 
and gave a very interesting talk on the history of the 
company. We wish to thank Cal Mac and Mr McRorie for 
organising this and providing such excellent photographs.

Various House Competitions took place in June. We hope 
that next session there will be more events, involving a great-
er number of pupils, across the whole school. This year's 
winning house is Suilven. The points were very close and 
only one point separated Suilven and 2nd place Claymore.

Opening of New Co-op 
Congratulations to Lauren 
Mackenzie (P5) who opened 
the new Co-op in Stornoway 
on 29th June. She was col-
lected from the school in a 
Limo, and won £350 for the 
school.

From the 
Archives...

A look back through yesterday’s LATNs

◄▼ Primary Choir - placed 3rd
▼ Primary Boys ChoirP3 - Gymnastics Club

Bog slog

Lauren going off to 
open the new COOP
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Roving Reporters
Well done to all reporters who have shared the school 
news with readers throughout the year. This has been 
another busy year of learning at Tong School and all the 
pupils have worked well to develop new knowledge and 
skills. We look forward to welcoming new reporters on 
to the team next session.

Nursery News 

There was great excitement on Friday 10th 
June as the children from both nursery rooms 
went to Adventure Island. They all had fun 
burning off energy coming down the twisty 
slide and walking across a wobbly bridge. 

Best wishes to all those leaving Nursery 
and starting P1 in August. We will look 
after you in school. 

Tong Schools Sports Day 
On 20th May we went to the Smith Avenue Running 
Track for our sports day. We ran lots of races includ-
ing the hoop race, the running race, the relay race and 
many more. This is the third year we have used the 
running track for our sports day as the Tong pitch can 
be damp.

Here are some thoughts about Sports day from P1 
pupils:  

“I liked the sack race so much"
Emma

“I liked the hoop race because it is funny to run with a 
hoop on your head”
Martin

“I liked the egg and 
spoon race because 
it was fun”
Layla

On behalf of 
all the pupils and staff at Tong School, we 

would like to say a big thank you to the 
Nicolson Institute for allowing us to use 

their running track. We would also 
like to extend a thank you to Miss 

Carmichael and Mrs Rodgers 
for being able to help out and 
organise our sports day. Thank 
you to all.

Fastest School in the West
Well done to all the pupils 
who participated in the Fun 
Run on Saturday 28th May. 

This was the sec-
ond year in a row 
we were awarded 
with the trophy for 
“The Fastest School 
in the West.” Keep 
on running during the 
Summer holiday!

Fun Day
Our Fun Day was 
great again this 
year. We would like 
to thank all families 
and friends for help-
ing to organise the 
day and for donating 

baking and other items. We add an extra special thank 
you to those on the Fundraising Committee who are 
very supportive throughout the school year. The Fun 
Day was the best day of the year and we had lots of fun 
stalls and activities. The candyfloss was popular and the 
waffles ran out! The face paint and glitter tattoos were 
brilliant too. We are grateful to the Coastguard volun-
teers for giving of their time to show us some of their 
work. It was a day we will remember. 

School Trip
We have included some photographs from our school 
trip to Ness Park. As you can see we had a great day 
running, climbing and exploring.  We even squeezed in 
a few football matches!

Tong School

▲ Climbing high in Ness

◄ Relaxing 
on the swing

▲ Lunch on the pirate ship in Ness
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2015/2016 Prize Winners

Proxime Accessit Rhona Macleod Dux of Tong School Cailean Murray

Sports Champion

Girls Boys
P1 Layla Mackenzie P1 Sam Macdonald
P2 Johan Tynan P2 Jayden Maciver
P3 Joanna Bray P3 David Maciver
P4 Ruby Macmillan P4 Leon Ferguson
P5 Edith Ferguson P5 Keith Bray
P6 Grace Macleod P6 Ewan Murray

P7 MaryAnne Macphail P7
Harry Bray

Aaron Ferguson

Technologies 
Award RME Plaque Award Loch a' Tuath 

News Cuach
Harry Bray Aaron Ferguson Sarah Macpherson

Eco Champion Award Citizenship Award
Faith Macfarlane Kelci Smith

The Kennedy Cup for 
Leadership

The Macdonald Cup for 
Example

Faith Macfarlane Julie Matheson

Mathematics and Numeracy Award          
P1 Sam Macdonald

P2 Daniel France

P3 Sarah Maclean

P4 Liam Macdonald

P5 Gregor Fraser

P6 Ewan Murray

P7 Cailean Murray

      Helping Hands    

P1 Ashton Pidcock

P2
Amelia Mackay

Dylan Macdonald
P3 Charlotte Bayfield

P4 Lorne Macleod

P5
Shian Murray

Freya Murray

P6 Ewan Murray

P7 Faith Macfarlane

Language and Literacy Award          
P1 Layla Mackenzie

P2 Jayden Pidcock

P3 Calum Iain Macleod

P4 Ruby Macmillan

P5 Joel Ferguson

P6 Sarah Macpherson

P7 Rhona Macleod

Achiever of the Year          

P1 Josh Macdonald

P2 Leah Macritchie

P3 Arran Culley

P4 Katie Murray

P5 Edith Macfarlane

P6 Ellie Penman

P7 Julie Matheson

◄▲ Prize Winners proudly displaying 
their awards

◄ Nursery Leavers with P6 friends and 
P7 Leavers

▲ Down the slide at Eoropie!
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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A Letter Written at the Stephen Cottage 
Hospital, Dufftown, in October 1915

From John Maciver, 41 Coll, to William 
Gibson, Rector of The Nicolson Institute.

Loch a Tuath News is very grateful to Mrs 
Peggy Morrison (Peggy Uilleagan), who lives 
in Michigan, for sending us the following let-
ter written by her uncle, John Maciver, (Iain 
Mhurchaidh Anigol Mhòr) to William Gibson, the 
Rector of the Nicolson Institute. 

John, who survived the war, was a friend of Murdo 
Murray (Murchadh Ruairidh), from whose war 
time diary, Luach na Saorsa, we have already 
published extracts. He was also a friend of Murdo 
Maciver (Murdie Alasdair, 40 Coll), killed who 
sadly lost his life in Flander, 16 June 1916. John 
and Murdo are both mentioned in the verses 
below from the lament of many stanzas written by 
Murdie’s father, after his tragic death.

“Murchadh Ruaraidh, balach dòigheil,
Bha e sa Phlatoon ribh còmhla,
Tha e fhathast sàbhailt’ beò
Is dòchasach gun till e dhachaigh.
Ò, cò thogas dhìom an t-eallach?

Iain Mhurchaidh, balach càirdeil,
Cha b’ e idir bu chòir fhàgail,
Bha sibh ’g èirigh suas mar bhràithrean
Gus na rinn am bàs bhur sgaradh. 
Ò, cò thogas dhìom an t-eallach?”

These classmates all graduated from the University 
of Aberdeen together, before going off to war.

William Gibson was in correspondence with many of 
his former pupils as they fought in the First World War. 
This was documented in the poignant play, Sequamur, 
written by D. S. Murray, and premiered in An Lanntair 
in June 2014. The play achieved great critical acclaim 
both in the UK and in Belgium. Sean Macleod, for-
merly of Gearraidh Ghuirm, and a grandson of Ishbel 
(Bhorbair) and Iain (Mhic Dugaill), Upper Coll, played 
a prominent part in the play when it toured.

below from the lament of many stanzas written by 

These classmates all graduated from the University 

William Gibson was in correspondence with many of 
his former pupils as they fought in the First World War. 
This was documented in the poignant play, Sequamur, 
written by D. S. Murray, and premiered in An Lanntair 
in June 2014. The play achieved great critical acclaim 
both in the UK and in Belgium. Sean Macleod, for-
merly of Gearraidh Ghuirm, and a grandson of Ishbel 

), Upper Coll, played 

The Stephen Cottage Hospital,
Dufftown.

20th. Oct. 1915

Dear Mr. Gibson,

It is some time now since I had your letter, which letter was
 a 

pleasant surprise to me.

I have been lucky, indeed, not to have been in the last enga
ge-

ment my battalion has been in. 

There are few of them left now. However, I have been lucky 
all 

along. My complaint at present is shell-shock, so the doct
ors 

say. I used to feel very listless and tired, and thought that 
all 

I needed was a rest. I was very unwilling to go to hospital, 
but 

I had to obey orders.

I have not regretted it. I know I have had a few shakings t
his 

last summer. These shakings have had their effect, and, tho
ugh 

I don't feel nervous, my nerves are unsteady. I don't know 
how 

long I shall be here, - I don't suppose I shall be much longer
. I 

expect to get a few day's leave when I get out. If I do I sh
all 

visit the old island again.

We are very well off in this hospital. There are only ten b
eds 

for soldiers. The people round about do all in their power to m
ake 

our stay a pleasant one. We go fishing, golfing, motor-driv
ing 

etc. during the day, and in the evenings we usually have musi
cal 

parties in to entertain us. We have presents of all sorts s
ent 

us from all sorts of people.

By the way, one of our best friends is Mr MacKinver the schoolm
as-

ter. He told me he is an old friend of yours. Mr and Mrs McKin
ver 

have asked me to convey to you their kindest regards.

Murdo Murray has been rather lucky to get off so easily. Ca
lum 

has got off this time; at least I have not seen his name in 
the 

casualty lists.

A good many Lewismen have been "knocked - out" in this l
ast 

engagement. It has been the same all over Scotland. I don't 
see 

how force of arms is going to decide the issue. These succes
ses 

cost a good many lives, as a general rule. There's no escap
ing 

machine-guns.

I have been a machine-gunner since I went out. I have seen w
hat 

a machine-gun can do. I should not like to face one. The West
ern 

Front is simply packed with German machine-guns.

The poor lads who have been in the Dardanelles have had a 
hot 

time. Things are not so well organised there as in France, w
ith 

the result that the troops suffer more privations than we do 
in 

France. Still Flanders is as unhealthy a place as one could w
ish 

for.

I hope the old school is prospering in spite of the turmoil 
of 

nations. I think it has done its little bit for the country, 
in 

common with the rest of the island. l only wish the countrv wo
uld 

stop playing and "argifying", and begin to do things, or at le
ast 

allow those who are capable, to do the work.

Well, it is not my place to make any complaints, so I sh
all 

desist.

I sincerely hope you are keeping well. I am progressing v
ery 

favourably, and shall be quite fit soon.

I shall close now, in the hope that I shall see you soon.

With kindest regards.

Yours very sincerely, John Maciver.

World  War  One  Letter
◄ Back L-R: John 
Stewart, John 
Maciver, Neil 
Maciver. Front: 
Murdo Maciver 
(Murdie Alasdair), 
Donald Macleod, 
(All Coll)
▼John Maciver
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifie
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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Back in Time   July 1946
The Late Mr Angus Graham
We regret to record the death, at his home, of Mr 
Angus Graham, 31 Back. Mr Graham, who was 86 
years of age, was predeceased by his wife, Johanna 
Maciver, from Point four years ago. He is survived 
by two daughters, Mary and Peggy, and a son, John. 
Mr Graham, like so many of his generation, followed 
the fishing for the greater part of his life. Later when 
he became too old to take part in it, he would beguile 
the time with stories of his adventures at sea. His 
was a loveable nature – where others found wrong, 
Angus looked for the better side in people and in 
events. He had a good word for everyone, and his 
passing will be deeply regretted by all who knew 
him. There was a large attendance at the funeral, 
which took place to Gress cemetery. The sympathy 
of the community is extended to the family in their 
sad loss.  

Obituary
The death of Mr Angus Macdonald, 6 Coll, took 
place on the 23rd of June. Mr Macdonald had been 
in failing health for the past two years, and, seven 
months ago, took a turn for the worse. Since then he 
was confined to bed.  In spite of this he maintained a 
lively interest in all that went on around him, show-
ing the understanding sympathy which throughout 
his life won for him many friends, who will mourn 
his passing. He was not to be put out by petty trou-
bles, and, true neighbour as he was, his first thought 
was for others. He leaves a widow and a family of 
three sons and two daughters. Much sympathy is felt 
for them in their sore bereavement.

Mobile Cinema
A mobile cinema has been coming to Back for 
several weeks. Mr Alex Elliott, who is in charge 
of this, for Lewis, novel project, tours the island 

with his van, and Monday night 
is Back night. 

The 

shows are greatly appreciated and well attended.

A Grand Game
Back had their first defeat of the season when they 
met Point at Upper Coll on Wednesday, 26th June. 
The game was fast and clean throughout, with every 
player doing his best to uphold his teams reputation. 
Back opened the scoring with a free kick by Norman 
Murray from 30 yards out. It hit the cross-bar on its 
way in, giving the Point goalie little chance. Things 
looked good for Back here, as they did most of the 
pressing, But the Point's forwards looked danger-
ous, and had the ball in the back goal mouth sev-
eral times. The Back defence were sound in their 
tackling, with David Murray, at centre-half, a tower 
of strength. The forward line, however, was not up 
to its usual standard, and appeared rather weak in 
the centre. They were unable to make use of the 
frequent golden opportunities they were fed with.  
Half-time came with the score 1-0 for Back.After 
half-time, play was more even, with the ball swing-
ing from one end of the field to the other although 
it was more frequently in the Point half of the field. 
There were an exciting few minutes when Back, at 
Point's goalmouth, seemed to have the game all their 
own way, but failed to score. About fifteen minutes 
had gone when Mackay, the Point centre-forward, 
broke through the Back defence and scored. The 
teams were now level, and both went all out for 
the winner.  It came about five minutes from time 
up, when Mackay, Point, in a beautifully executed 
breakthrough, scored with a strong, low shot which 
the goalie caught, but was unable to hold. Full-time 
came with the score Back, 1; Point, 2.

Tong

Commendation to Young Officer
His many friends in the Nicolson Institute and else-
where in the island will be pleased that Sub-Lieut.  
Donald Maclennan, who was a pupil in the school at 
the beginning of the war, and who is now attached 
to the staff of the Commander-in-Chief, East Indies 
Command, has been commended for this good 

services in Combined Operations. The citation, 
signed by Sir Arthur Francis Eric Palliser, KCB, 
DSO, and worded as follows:- "It has been 
reported to me that you have shown great zeal and 
devotion to duty in Combined Operations. I com-
mend you accordingly," has just been received by 
his parents. We congratulate this young officer on 
this well-merited recognition, and trust that it is 
but a forerunner of honours to come. He's a son of 
Mr and Mrs Kenneth Maclennan, 17 Tong. 

Tuesday 9 August 2016

7.00pm

Back Free Church Crèche

All Very Welcome!

Please come along and support your community 
newspaper. We would be delighted to see you there!

Loch a Tuath News AGM
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Do you need help with your tax return?
Murray Mackay is the only Chartered Tax Advisor in 
practice in the Western Isles - the highest level tax 
qualification in the UK.

Murray is therefore best placed to prepare your tax 
return to ensure all possible tax reliefs and deduc-
tions are claimed - thereby keeping your tax liability 
to an absolute minimum.

Murray is also able to meet your other business 
needs - whether it be accounts, book-keeping, VAT 
returns or corporation tax.

Specialist tax services also provided.

For more information contact Murray Mackay
Tax Solutions Scotland Limited (Chartered Tax Advisers)

www.taxsolutionsscotland.co.uk / 07793 535 227
murray@taxsolutionsscotland.co.uk

MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING
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The month of June was a topsy turvy 
one for the football team - winning 
against Ardersier to go through to the 
next round of the HAC, but then losing 
to our Broadbay rivals in the league 
game at Garrabost, getting a draw 
against the West Side in the first leg of 
the Eilean an Fhraoich Cup, but then 
we slipped up again against Lochs, 
losing 3-0.

Things got a lot better in the second leg 
of the Eilean an Fhraoich Cup, winning 

2-0 to go through to the next round. A 
marvellous result, with the MacDonald 
brothers scoring. Stuart got the first, 
and Lewis got the second - a humdinger 
of a goal - and a defensive performance 
that bamboozled the West Side play-
ers. I have to single out Michael's per-
formance again, just as he did in the 
game against Ardersier. As I write this, 
I am informed that we will be playing 
Lochdar Saints in the next round, (Sat 
27th June), fingers crossed that we will 
get a favourable result in this game too.

A brief report of the game against 
Arderseir - down 2-0 inside ten minutes, 
it looked very glum for the Blues, but in 
the second half they were a different 
team, and deservedly got a draw to take 

the game to extra time. Coming towards 
the end of the game 4-2 up, it looked 
done and dusted, but Ardersier man-
aged to score two goals in two minutes 
to take the game to penalties. The final 
result was 4-2 for the Blues in the pen-
alty shoot-out. Our goalkeeper Michael 
took the first one and scored, easing 
everyone's nerves, especially when he 
saved two of the penalties, and in eve-
ryone's opinion was deservedly voted 
man of the match. Keep it going Blues, 
you are a revelation this year!

A reminder that most of our games can 
be seen on YouTube or Island Footie, 
so you can keep up to date with your 
football team!

D A Stewart

The school holidays are here! Keep fit and our youth football 
development club are on holidays too, so we have a few 
new items on this month to help keep everyone entertained.

We have badminton available all day on Tuesdays. The 
courts are all set up, racquets and shuttlecocks at the 
ready. So come on down for a family game. £6 a court for 
up to 4 people and all the equipment you need.

Badminton not your thing? Luckily we have just received 
a range of new sports equipment thanks to the Postcode 
Community Trust, Community Sports Programme. So why 
not book the hall and choose your own game. You can 
book the whole hall for £30 an hour or 
just half the hall for £15 and we have 
equipment for football, basketball, 
netball, unihock, badminton, vol-
leyball or tennis.

On Friday 22nd July we will be 
trying out our first family fun ses-
sions. From 10am until 4pm fam-
ilies are invited to come down 
and use the facilities together. 
You could have a game of pool, 
try out your basketball skills or 
play a game of darts. Different 
sports equipment will be avail-
able and more details will be on 
our website and Facebook pages 
nearer the time. 

We will also be holding anoth-
er group sewing session on 
Wednesday 20th July 3pm- 8pm 
as part of the new Loch a Tuath 
Bunting Project. Drop in and make your flag or if you’ve 
made one at home bring it along and help us sew them all 
together. Anyone who has ever visited Loch a Tuath (Tong 
to Tolsta) is invited to make their own flag to go on the 
bunting, to create a community resource for local commu-
nity groups to use as decoration at their events.  You can 
see pictures of all the flags so far on our website.

Line dancing on a Tuesday night at 7pm will be continu-
ing over the holidays on a week by week basis provided 
enough people want to come, details will be on our website 
and Facebook.

Finally why not try your hand at basket making. Dawn 
from Hebridean Baskets will be running a workshop on 
Saturday 23rd July.

Dates for your diary: full details can be found on our web-
site or sign up for our new what’s on email and get details 
delivered to your inbox each month. Visit www.backfrc.
org.uk for more information or to sign up. 

Basket Making Workshop - 
Saturday 23rd July 10am-4pm, 
£48/34 Concessions, Contact 
07900996851 for more infor-
mation or to book.

Family Fun Session - Fri 22nd 
July,10am-4pm. Entry children 
50p each, adults free. All chil-
dren must be accompanied by 
an adult.  

Bunting Sewing Session - 
Wednesday 20th July from 
3-8pm drop in session.

Book Club - Wednesday 27th 
July, 7pm, £2.50.

Badminton - Tuesdays 10am-
7pm, £6 per court.

Line dancing - Tuesdays 
7-8.30pm, £2.50 (please check our website in case of 
cancellation www.backfrc.org.uk)

Football Matches - Back FC are through to the semi-finals 
of the Eilean Fhraoich Cup, come along and support them 
at Coll on the 25th July. Other games will be advertised at 
Back Shop once dates have been confirmed.

Back Football and Recreation Club - What’s on in July

Football     

      Notes

Bunting done by Back Brownies for Bunting Project
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As intimated in last month’s magazine, Loch a Tuath News were very kindly invited to attend the official 
opening of the Sports Arena at Back Football & Recreation Club on 20th May, and as promised, here 
are some snapshots of the day. The local community gathered to support and view the very impressive 
arena which was officially opened by Calum Iain Graham.

Back Primary Development Club were on hand with a 
demonstration for all to see, clearly delighted with their new 
facility. It was so encouraging to see so many children in the 
Development Club.  Also, not forgetting their coaches, who 
deserve a mention for giving up their own time to train and 
mentor the kids.

What an achievement for Back Football & Recreation Club, to 
have seen this project through, from an idea, through to com-
pletion. Loch a Tuath News were honoured to be invited, and 
here’s to many happy years of sports to come on the Upper 
Coll machair.

*All photographs featured, were 
very kindly taken by Magz Macleod 
at Impact Imagz*

Sports Arena Opening

Back Primary Development Club

► Calum Iain 
Graham unveiling 

the plaque
▼ Tom Maciver and Committee
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▼ James 'Bomie' Macarthur

▼ Tom Maciver as MC

The local community

▲ Training Display

Lots of young talent on show
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Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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▲ Left to Right:

Kennag Nelson,

Katy Anne a' Bhilich

Bellag Anndraidh, 26 Coll

▲► Left to Right:

 Margaret Stewart, 19 
Upper Coll 

 Anna Macleod, Stornoway 
(nighean Mec, with golf 

club). Sadly the golf 
careers came to nothing!

► Left to Right:

Bellanne Gionn (Stewart 
5 Upper Coll)

Jamesina Mhurchaidh 
Ailean (Maciver, Coll)

Ciorstag Choinnich 
Sheumais, 37 Coll

◄ Aggie Joan Campbell (née Macleod), who lives in Glasgow, 
is wondering if anyone can help with a couple of the names of the bridal 
party at her parents’ wedding.

The bride and groom are Calum an Thuanaich (of Coll, whose family home 
was what is now Taigh Spread) and (nighean Aonghais Dhòmhnaill). 
The bridesmaid on the right is the bride’s sister Ishbel, (later Bean Warrior).

However, Aggie Joan does not know who the best man and the younger 
bridesmaid are and would be delighted if anyone could help.

Can You Help?

► Angus Graham 
(Aonghas a' 
Bhilich) and

Margaret Maciver 
(Mairead Chulbain) 

11 Upper Coll

LATN JulyAugust 2016.indd   27 01/07/2016   18:21:28



28

LATN JulyAugust 2016.indd   28 01/07/2016   18:21:30



29

We are now in the month which is called the height 
of Summer and, hopefully, the time when our labour 
regarding planting is rewarded and when we can 
relax and enjoy both the growth and the colour. It 
was a good Spring, especially for shrubs and peren-
nials and, I must say, I have never seen such robust 
growth as with the rhubarb this year, with such 
healthy leaves and stalks, as also the honeysuckle. 
For some unknown reason, two shrubs which seem 
to be struggling are the buddleia and the fuchsia. 
In the corner of the garden there is an acer. Having 
previously been shifted a few times, it now thrives 
well in a sheltered spot.

Whilst July is a month when we can enjoy much 
colour and growth, it is also a month when the predators 
are at their busiest, which can prove to be quite destructive. 
Thankfully I am not plagued with rabbits, which no doubt is the 
worst menace to invade any garden. To deter the rabbits from 
eating the young bedding plants, it might be good to spray 

the plant with a fly 
killer. That should 
destroy their taste 
buds. There are of 
course other pests 
which cause havoc 
in the garden. The 
organic gardener, 
who does not wish 
to use chemicals, 
tries to outwit the 
predator by vari-
ous means. One 
common method 

is called 'companion planting', which some believe can prove 
effective. It is when certain plants are grown together and 
common pests are repelled by the scent of the 'companion' or 
conversely, a predator is attracted by the other 'companion' to 
feed on the other's pests. One example is French marigolds 

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Unwelcome Garden Visitors

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £32.40 to Laura Graham, 5 Catherine Hill, Coll, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £32.40
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

and onions, which 
both have a strong 
smell, being grown 
amongst the bras-
sica and carrots. 
Another destruc-
tive visitor to our 
garden is the white 
cabbage butterfly, 
for once it lays its 
eggs on the under-
side of the leaf 
(never on top), it 
is only a matter of 

days before these eggs move as caterpillars and they will 
soon devour the whole plant. Prevention is better than cure. 
Another destructive pest is the leatherjacket, which is the 
larva of the cranefly, or daddy-long-legs. Living just under 
the surface of the soil, it chews away at the stem of the 
plant. Losing a plant because of the leatherjacket can eas-
ily be verified by scratching the soil around the plant, where 
you will find the larva. If you see in your garden a white, 
frothy-like slime on your plants, you may wonder what 
it is. Within this frothy substance is concealed the 
larvae of what is called a frog-hopper.  It is 
a sap-sucking larva and it produces this 
protective spittle as it eats away at 
the plant. If you gently remove 
the surface of the froth, it will 
expose a very small green-
ish grub which you can 
then destroy.
From the 
Poileagan

White cabbage butterfly

Leatherjacket larva

Please 
note 

a year's 
subscription 

will now be 10 
issues, due to July and  

December double issues.
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Gress Whalers
A big thank you to Jock Murray for sending us these pic-
tures - please turn to Page 33 for some more, in colour.

1. Calum Maciver, 36 Gress

2. Angus Maciver, 36 Gress

3. Norman MacInnes 'Stoggy', 4 Gress

4. Murdo MacLeod 'Murchadh Roddy',10 
Gress at the top left and Kenny Murdo,15 
Gress in the middle

5. Alex Graham 'Al', 9 Gress

6. Alex MacMillan 'Alex Eachainn', 6 
Gress

7. John 'Lemon' Murray, 21 Gress

8. Murdo Poshan, 36 Gress

9. John MacDonald 'Swannie', No 40 & 
John George MacLeod, 12 Gress

10. John 'Shonno' and Murdo 'Mardo' 
MacLennan, 23 Gress

1 2

3

4

5

6

7

8
9

10
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Western Isles Community Care Forum is launching an online Personal Assistant Directory for the Western 
Isles in early May 2016.

This is a signposting service where people wishing to hire somebody to help with care can find potential 
employees with ease.

Are you looking for work, either full or part time in the carer sector? We could help you gain employment.

We wish to recruit Personal Assistants for our Directory before the service goes live and if you have a current 
PVG number (a requirement) and wish to join, please contact our office for further details and an application 
form. 

Western Isles Community Care Forum
Room 14, Council Offices, Tarbert, Isle of Harris HS3 3BG

Tel: 01859 502588
Email: westernislesccf@virginmedia.com

Registered Charity Number SC023918

Western Isles Community Care Forum

Recruitment  of  Personal Assistants

Samaritans here 24/7 if you need to talk.
Free phone from landline or mobile 116123

Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams     ●    Spectacles     ●     Contact Lenses

6 North Beach, Stornoway                       700808

22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service

 Business & Personal

 Excellent Service
A D V I C E
YOU CAN
T R U S T
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◄ Gress Whalers' 
Commemmoration 
Plaque at 21 Gress

▲ Calum MacIver, 
15 Gress

► William 
'Bobshie' 
MacLeod, 31 Gress

▼ Donald Maciver, 
36 Gress

▼◄ Donald 
Macdonald, 'Gida', 
32 Gress

Gress Whalers
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Here is Mal Macleod’s penultimate instalment of ‘Growing 
up in Brevig in the 1940s and 50s’, where we find out about 
some more neighbours and friends. Look out for the final 
chapter in the next issue of Loch a Tuath News!

Probably the house that I did least in and out of at that time 
was Taigh Alasdair Nèil at No 18. It wasn’t that Banntrach 
Alasdair Nèil didn’t welcome us – she did; but because she was 
an older lady living on her own, there was not the same incen-
tive to run in and out. She was also very independent. 
I do remember Alasdair Nèil, but he died when I was 
young. He was a member of teaghlach Iomhair from 
Gress, married Cairistiona an Uilliam from 25 Vatisker 
– a sister of Da-al – and bought the house and croft at 
18 Vatisker. From all accounts, Alasdair had a beautiful 
voice, and was for many years the precentor in Back 
church. Consequently, he was also well known and 
respected throughout the island. They had three of a 
family, all of whom had left Brevig before I was born. 
The sons, Murdo and Iain, had emigrated, like so many 
others, to Detroit, and worked in the motor industry. 
Annie married Alex Macleod (Alex Phàdraig) from Tong 
and made her home there. I believe Murdo and Iain 
made a few visits to see their parents in the interven-
ing years, but the only trip that I recall is the one when 
Iain took his family home for a month or two one summer, and 
the children went to school with us. Great excitement to meet 
the Americans – I think that we expected them to be on familiar 
terms with all the famous film and singing stars of the day, and 
tell us all about them! However, we were soon brought down to 
earth and realised that they were just like us, albeit with a differ-
ent accent.  We had some good times though, and enjoyed hav-
ing them around. Jody was the eldest daughter and I didn’t see 
so much of her, but Margaret was my age and John Alexander 
a bit younger, and they soon became part of the Brevig crowd. 

In the meantime Annie’s family from Tong, Anna Bheag, William 
and Peter John, were regular visitors, and eventually, when 
Anna Bheag got married to Norman (Sonny) Stewart from Back, 
they made their home in Brevig and looked after Cairistiona until 
her death.  Anna and Sonny have four of a family: Alasdair, who, 
with his family, now lives at No 29, and Norman, Chrisanna and 
Eric, all of whom now have their homes on the mainland. If my 
visits to 18 were few and far between when I was younger, once 
Anna and Sonny moved in they became much more frequent. 
For part of that time I was a weaver working at home, and young 
Addy and Nor were in and out of my weaving shed all the time 
– they helped relieve the monotony for me, and I still recall their 
visits with pleasure.   Sonny and I share a huge interest in foot-
ball and were involved with Back Football Club then. Sonny was 
the manager of the team and I was a committee member. Along 
with the rest of the committee we decided to try and raise funds 
to improve the playing surface, and to build a sports centre 
with changing rooms and other facilities. The end result of our 
endeavours is still in use and is testament to the hard work of 
all those involved – many of whom are no longer with us. They 
were good times!

Between Taigh a’ Choilean at 23 and our house at 19, on 
the croft at No 21, stood what we would nowadays probably 
call a holiday home. I don’t recall ever being inside it. It was 
a wooden chalet type of building with a concrete chimney 
stack in the middle. It belonged to Christina Summers who 
was a sister of Tarmod Alasdair of No 22. She was a ‘herring 

girl’ and married to a cooper from Fraserburgh called Alex 
Summers. I do remember them spending time there, but think 
they only used it whilst working during the herring season 
in Stornoway, and for infrequent visits during holiday times. 
They had no family, and on their deaths the croft and house 
reverted back to Tarmod Alasdair’s family. All that remains now 
of the building is the concrete chimney stack and foundation.

Taigh Roddy at 19 – our house - was built in the middle of the

 

1930’s. By the time that my parents married in Glasgow in 1938 
the house was empty: there had been a family of six sons and 
a daughter but the surviving sons had made their homes else-
where (one son who was in the Merchant Navy had drowned 
in New York harbour).  My grandfather had died in 1924, my 
grandmother, my aunt Bellann and her infant daughter had 
died in 1936 and 1937 respectively, and as no one else in the 
family wanted the house my parents decided to return to Brevig 
and make their home there. My father was part of the prolific 
Macleod clan that originated at 47 Vatisker – na Cuilleamaich. 
There were (and are) numerous relations scattered through-
out the district and beyond - a relative told me recently that 
she counted over 100 second cousins, most of whom are still 
around. My father was a twin but his sibling died at birth, and 
his own father was a triplet. Two of those children survived: my 
grandfather, and the man who was grandfather to Kiwi, Mary 
Ann Ulag, the late ND Macleod, and others. Multiple births still 
take place in the extended family to this day. My mother came 
from the other side of Broadbay - from Shader, Point - but was 
in service in Glasgow where she became great friends with the 
Macmillan sisters from No 35 Vatisker. She met my father, who 
worked for the Clyde Trust at that time, but who had also been 
in the Merchant Navy, through them. I was born in 1940, my sis-
ters, Bell Ann and Chrissie Mary in 1942 and 1945 respectively.

After his demob from war service my father returned home 
and began driving the buses, firstly for John Murray (Milo), and 
continuing with the newly formed bus company. After a few 
years with them, he got the job of delivery driver with James 
Macdonald Harris Tweeds (Tod’s Mill) where he travelled 
throughout the island delivering warps and wefts to weavers, 
and collecting the finished tweeds for return to the mill. I spent a 
good part of the summer holidays whilst still in school going with 
him to help deliver the tweeds, and I got to know every village in 

Growing up in Brevig in the 1940s and 

Standing  L-R  Seonag a Choilean (23), Roddy (19), Coirstag Choinneach Bhig (33), Bell Ann (19), Bean Choinneach Vatisker (50 Back), Ishbel Dholigan (29), Raonaild (an Geada Glas).
Sitting:  Barbara (32)  and Banntrach Domhnuil (19).
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the island and many of the weavers very well. It stood 
me in good stead later though I had no inkling then 
that I was going to spend a good part of my own work-
ing life in the Harris Tweed industry, and would meet 
some of the same weavers in my own role there! 
Once the family were old enough my mother also got 
a job in the school canteen. This was ideal for her as 
she could keep an eye on us whilst putting some her 
domestic skills to use. She enjoyed her time there, 
working alongside Bean Iain Oscar, Bean a’ Lowan, 
Peigi a’ Bhrùnaich and others, and she stayed until 
she had to leave because of ill health. 

My father continued to work in the mill after my moth-
er died in 1965, but then decided to change career 
completely and became a missionary with the Free 
Church. By that time we had become independent – I 
had married and left home, and my sisters were soon 
to follow – and he had no desire to stay in Brevig 
on his own. His first posting was to Grimsay, North 
Uist, and then to Staffin in the Isle of Skye where he 
worked until his own death in 1975. He also remar-
ried during this time, to Dolina Matheson from Borve. 
She was a caring stepmother and grandmother to us 
and to our own growing families. Away from Brevig 
history for a minute, there is an interesting footnote 
to my father’s stay in Grimsay. My son Colin, who 
was nine when his grandfather died and had never visited 
Grimsay, also became a minister, and after a short period 
assisting in Dundee was called to North Uist Free Church. He 
accepted the call and ended up living in the house where his 
grandfather had stayed nearly forty years before. Quite a coin-
cidence we always thought.

My sister Chrissie Mary 
and her husband Uilleam 
Hannah now stay in the 
family home, and although 
their family, like all our 
children, have their own 
homes now, it is still very 
much the hub for them 
and extended relatives. 
They visit as often as they 
can. Interestingly, Chrissie 
is one of only five of those 
born in Brevig who still live 
there. The others are Iain 
Tharmod Neilan (Piseag) 
at 25, Alasdair Sonny at 29, 
Neil John at 26 and Nomie 
who stays in his grandfa-
ther’s house on the Brevig/
Cnoc Catriona boundary. 

My first memory of Taigh 
Banntrach Choinneach 
at No 26 is of the taigh 
dubh. What was unusual 
about their house was that 
it was semi-detached: it 
shared a communal wall 
with our taigh dubh which 
was still standing, although 

unoccupied by then and 
used as a barn. I think it was 
the only one of its kind in the 
village. However, that was 
indicative of the close friend-
ship between the families. I 
barely remember Banntrach 
Choinneach, although she 
was still living when they 
moved into their new house, 
but her daughter Annie was 
kind hearted and generous, 
and a good neighbour to us 
in so many ways. The other 
daughter, Kennag, was the 
mother of the Buchanan fam-
ily from Melbost who own the 
Stornoway Glass Company. 

Annie was married to 
Kenneth Stewart (Coinneach 
Dhomhnuill Ruaidh) who came 
from 50 Vatisker – from An 
t-Sithean as they called that 
area of the village. He had 
served in the RNR during the 
First World War but was a fish-
erman on the drifters out of 
Stornoway when I knew him, 
and, as was usual then, was at 
sea during the week and only 

home at the weekends. They had three of a family, Kenneth, 
Kenina and Neil John. Probably my first recollection of them 
is when their new house was being built. This was in the late 
forties, just after the Second World War, and I recall Kenneth 
Junior being home on leave from National Service and taking 
me in to see how the work was progressing. The family were 

all older than us so we did not spend much time with 
them during our school days, but as we grew up we 
had mutual interests and saw much more of them. 
When Kenneth completed his National Service he 
worked for BP Oils in Stornoway, married Christina 
Maclennan from Gress, and they lived with their 
family in Tong. Then, like my own father had done 
previously, he decided to change careers and train 
as a Free Church minister which he successfully 
achieved. He ministered firstly on the mainland 
then, at Knock in Point and Leverburgh in Harris 
before dying at far too young an age. In the mean-
time he had bought the Ferguson’s house at No 
32 in anticipation of his retirement. However, this 
was not to be, and the house is now used as a 
holiday home by his family. After leaving school 
Kenina was employed in the Stornoway shop of 
DD Morrison, but after a year or two, left to go 
and work in the mainland hotels. There she met 
and married a local policeman called Alex Forbes, 
and they now live in Perthshire. When Neil John 
left the Nicolson Institute, he went off to do his 
national service in the RAF. After completion he 
returned home, began a career managing vari-
ous fish processing operations in Stornoway, got 
married to Morag Macaulay from Harris, and set-
tled in the family home where they still live. They 
have two of a family, Kenneth and Alice Ann: both 
are married with families, Kenneth living in Back 
and Alice Ann in Switzerland.

50s – Part 4

Seamus and Anna Chalum

Sitting, Neil Macdonald (Neilan), Buail 'an Ochd 

with his son Tormod Neilan, Brevig
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Back Sunday School Trip was to Ness play park on Saturday 4th June.

The fiercely competitive tug-of-war was won for the second year running by 
the gents! The winner’s trophy was expertly crafted by our talented bus driver.

Material for publication in the SEPTEMBER issue of Loch a 
Tuath News must be in before MONDAY 15th AUGUST 2016

▲ A great time had 
by all at the Tong 

Sunday School trip 
to Horgabost on 

Saturday 11 June!

▲ Back Sunday School trip

Sunday School Trips
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