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Summer Morning Mist

Loch A Tuath News Photography Competition Winner!

• A Conversation with Calum        • As Na Bailtean         • Football & Bowling

Plus: Final Growing Up in Brevig, Back FRC, From the Manse and much more!
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By all these lovely tokens, 
September days are here
With Summer’s best of weather
And Autumn’s best of cheer.
H.H Jackson

A warm welcome to 
September’s issue of Loch 
a Tuath News! It’s hard to 
believe that the summer 
break is over – I hope you 
all had a lovely time, how-
ever you spent it. We cer-
tainly had a lovely holiday, 
and now it’s back to routine 
and early mornings! 

I hope you enjoyed our July/
August double issue – it was certainly one 
of the more memorable ones I’ve edited! 
Due to one reason and another, our type-
setter Helen was making my amendments 
en route to the Channel Tunnel, and 
ended up emailing the draft to the printers 
from the Channel Tunnel terminal building 
on the way to Dordogne for her summer 
holidays!  You can’t say the Loch a Tuath 
News Team aren’t dedicated!!  

This month’s issue is another good read, 
we have our last chapter of Growing Up 

in Brevig, and a great interview of Calum 
Murray by Anna Tucker.  We also have 
updates from Back Community Council and 
of course the winner of our Photography 
Competition, along with our usual popular 
features such as Back in Time and Anns a’ 
Ghàrradh, and lots more!

Neil Murray has decided to hang up his 
hat as our Back/Vatisker news corre-
spondent. Neil has been an invaluable 
support and member of the Loch a Tuath 
News family from the early years, and I’m 

sure he will con-
tinue to be. The 
Committee would 
like to thank Neil 
for all his dedica-
tion and commit-
ment to date. If 
you would like 
to take over as 
our Back/Vatisker 
correspondent, 
please contact us 
and let us know. 

As usual, I’d like 
to finish off with 

a request for old photographs and any 
suggestions for articles for the magazine, 
we value them all.  

Thank you for your continued support.

Have a blessed September,

Melanie

Cover Photo: Mal Macleod's winning 
entry in the photography competi-
tion. See p29 for a gallery of other 
impressive contenders.

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: latneditor2@outlook.com
By post: Taigh Gone, 27 Upper Coll, HS2 0LS

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible.  If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Fàilte

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 
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As NA 
BAilteAN

31 Coll, on the birth of their baby girl Emma, 
who is a first grandchild for Murdo Allan and 
Erica.

Congratulations also to D.J and Carol 
Murray, 13 Coll, on the birth of their baby 
boy Murdo Angus - a wee brother for Katie 
Jane, and first grandson for Ina after 5 
granddaughters! We wish both families all 
the best with their new arrivals and not too 
many sleepless nights!

On Holiday 
Sheena, (nighean Ishbal and Willie), 42b Coll, 
and her husband Richard and son Cameron 
spent a week at home from Galashiels.  
Cameron celebrated his 8th birthday with 
a little party at Granny and Shen’s where 
they managed to round up the whole family 
together for the first time in quite a few years! 
It was a very enjoyable day, although the 
weather wasn't very good that week and it 
rained every day.

Back to School 
We wish all the children who are back at 
school, especially the wee ones who started 
for the first time, all the best as they start a 
new term. They certainly didn't get a hot dry 
summer holiday! 

To all those who spent time with their families 
we hope you all had a nice time.

Golden Wedding
Congratulations to Rev Alasdair Smith and 
his wife Chrissie, who celebrated 50 years of 
marriage. May you have many more happy 
years together.

In Hospital
At the time of writing Jane Macleod (Sine 
Dàraidh) is in Glasgow Royal Infirmary after 
a fall at home. She underwent surgery for a 
broken femur, and we hope it won't be too 
long until she is feeling much better and able 
to walk again.

Gress
Welcome to the Village
We extend a warm welcome to Mark Macleod 
and Emma Sinclair with their son Kai, who 
was born on 17th June weighing 8lbs 8ozs. 
They are living at no. 16b. Emma has two 
horses and many of us in the village are 
delighted with the horse manure.

Next door to them are Annette and Alastair 
Gordon with their children Campbell age 6, 
Stewart age 5 and Isla who is 14mths old. 
Alastair is from North Island, New Zealand. 
They have moved to Gress from Coll so 
know the area well. 

Condolences
We send our sympathy to Murdag (Sgaoisidh) 
Ferguson (15), on the death of her brother in 
law Johnnie Ross in July. He was married to 
Katag and they had been living in Tong. We 
remember all the family at this sad time.

Congratulations
Wedding Congratulations go to Andrew 

BAck/VAtisker
A Welcomed Canadian Visit 
Many friends and family, both in our own com-
munity and elsewhere, are delighted to wel-
come, to her mother's home at No. 2 Vatisker, 
Mrs Isabel Mairi Compton. Isabel Mairi is 
married to Rev. Kent Compton, who is the 
Free Church Minister in Prince Edward Island. 

Over a year ago Isabel Mairi suffered a life 
threatening illness.  In the Lord's favourable 
providence, modern surgery and intensive 
nursing care was miraculously so successful 
that she, accompanied by daughter Rachel 
and son Alistair, were able to fly all the way 
home to the Isle of Lewis.

It is hoped that several weeks of refreshing 
Hebridean air will add to her full recovery.  
Isabel Mairi's elder daughter Annie, was 
unable to join them on this occasion as she 
has started her nursing training.  We wish 
them a safe return back to PEI.  

Anniversaries 
Our warmest good wishes are sent to Rev. 
Alistair and Chrissie Smith, who celebrated, 
on the 5th of July, 50 years of married life.  
This year Rev Alistair also marked half a 
century in the Christian ministry.  Rev. Alistair 
and Chrissie served the Free Church faithful-
ly in Kilmuir (Skye), Scalpay and for a period 
in Detroit. Their daughter and two sons, 
along with their grandchildren joined them at 
this special and happy time. "For planted in 
God's house, they flourish still, and fresh and 
fruitful to old age go on."

Birthday
Mrs Kennina Graham (Kennag Choinnich 
Thormod) 51 Vatisker, also celebrated her 
90th birthday with family and friends in her 
home earlier this summer. We wish her 
continued favourable health,  "is coron gloire 
an ceann liath a gheibhear ann an slighe an 
ionracais." 

New Baby
Ali and Kathlene Morrison, 1 Church Street, 
Vatisker welcomed their first child Kai Angus 
Morrison on 30th May 2016 at 11.07am 
weighing 6lb 4.5oz.

Kai is the fifth grandchild for Anne and Angus 
Allan Macdonald, 13a Aird Tong and seventh 
grandchild for Tina and Alistair Morrison, 15 
Assaye Place, Stornoway. Kai is also the 
sixth great grandchild of William (Sandy) and 
Peigi Mairi Macdonald, 53 Vatisker.

We send our very best wishes to them!

coll
Bereavements
The sympathy of the community goes to 
Catherine Maciver (Rena Banntrach a 
Pheteran), and family on the death of her 
son Kenneth Angus (Invergordon). His wife 
and family are also in our thoughts at his sad 
and difficult time.

New Babies
Congratulations to Allan and Nikki Mackay, 

Maciver and Fiona Mackay who were mar-
ried in Back Free Church on 8th July. They 
have made their home here at no.36. We 
wish them many happy and healthy years 
together.

Congratulations also to Marie Macdonald 
(32) who celebrated a special birthday in July.

Piping in Glasgow
The Lewis Pipe band took part in the World 
Piping Competition in Glasgow of which 
Euan and Geraldine Cowan (37) are pipers. 
There were 24 bands taking part and unfortu-
nately they did not get through their heat. 
First place went to the USA and second to 
Ireland. We wish them better luck next time.

New School Pupils
Maisie Murray (6) Donald and Dana’s daugh-
ter, and Stewart Gordon,who has just moved 
into the village will be starting in Back School 
and we wish them well and hope they enjoy 
each day.

We also wish Luke Macleod and Calum 
Ferguson well as they start in the Nicolson 
Institute.

Leaving for University
Mairi Maclennan (14) will be leaving in 
September to go to the Conservatoire of 
Music in Glasgow. Well done Mairi, that is a 
fine achievement!

New Posts
Congratulations to Angus Maclennan, (14 
Gress) on being appointed as Head Teacher 
of E-Sgoil and to Jack Bain (42) on his 
appointment as a Depute Head Teacher at 
the Nicolson Institute.

Upper coll
New Challenges

Very best wishes go to Donna Mairi Maciver, 
11 Upper Coll, as she begins her probation-
ary year of teaching at Sgoil Lionacleit. 
Donna recently gained her PGDE from 
Strathclyde University and is now qualified 
to teach History through the medium of 
Gaelic. Donna graduated with an M.A. in 
Gaelic and History from the University of 
Glasgow in 2011. We wish her well as she 
embarks on her teaching career.

Sympathy
We are very sorry to report the passing of 
Fiona, daughter of Barbara of 41 Upper 
Coll and now residing in Blar Buidhe Care 
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Bailtean
◄ Kai James Macleod, 16b Gress

A,.s na

▲ Fantastic Broadbay representation in 

the Nicolson Institute U-15 Girls Team, who 

recently beat Mintlaw Academy 1-0 to win the 

North of Scotland Cup. Well done girls!

Krysta Bray, Sian Ferguson, Shana MacPhail, 

Holly Martin and Eilidh Ferguson (Tong)

▼ Calum at his favourite pastime - building his peatstack! (Upper Coll)

Pictures,.

► Sgoil a’ Bhac bid a fond farewell 
to Mrs Netta Macleod, who retired in 
June 2016. Netta MacLeod joined the 
staff of Sgoil a’ Bhac in 1978. She 
was latterly working in the middle 
stages in the Gaelic classes. We 
would like to take this opportunity 
on behalf of pupils, parents and 
colleagues to thank Netta for her 
years of hard work and commitment 
and wish her all the very best in her 
retirement. (Back)

▲▲► Grace Anne Macleod, age 11, recently won 1st place at the Hebridean Celtic Festival Highland Choreography Competition, in the Solo 16 & Under category. Grace is a dancer from the Lynn Maclean School of Dancing, danced a routine to music by the Scottish Fiddle Orchestra. (Tong)

▼ Kai Angus Morrison (Vatisker)

▲ Emma Mackay (Coll)
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toNG
Village Condolences
Our sincere condolences are extended to 
Dollag Campbell, Eangno, 11B Aird Tong, 
whose mother passed away at Raigmore 
Hospital recently. We also remember Dollag’s 
daughters Kirsteen, Sarah and Iona, and the 
extended family at this sad and difficult time 
for them all.

Home from Hospital
We send our very best wishes to Calum Iain 
Murray, 6 Tong, who is home from hospital 
following surgery in Glasgow. We assure 
Calum Iain, Chrissie and the family that we 
are thinking about them all during the days 

Home, and the late George Macdonald. 
Fiona passed away in Muir of Ord, where 
she had her home, at the age of fifty seven.

The sympathy of the community goes to 
Fiona’s daughter and family, to her mother 
Barbara, to her sisters Maretta, Kay, Dorothy, 
Anna and Babs and to her brother George 
and all extended family members at this very 
sad time.

New Home
All good wishes are sent to Murdo 
(Chuimhnidh) and his wife, Mairi as they move 
into their newly built home at Bruinish.  We 
hope that they will be very happy in their new 
abode and have many happy years there.

and weeks ahead as he continues with his 
treatment. 

We also send our very best wishes for con-
tinued improvement to Peter John MacLeod, 
25 Aird Tong, who is now at home following 
treatment in Raigmore Hospital, Inverness. 
We are pleased that he is well enough to be 
out and about.

Retirement Congratulations
We send our best wishes to Netta Macleod, 
Avaal, Druim, Tong who has recently 
retired from teaching. Netta taught for 
many years at Back School. We wish her 
many years of good health and contented 
retirement.

Sale of Work and 
Afternoon Tea

On 16th July we gathered in The Hut for our sale 
of work.

The ladies excelled themselves with beautiful 
baking and homemade preserves.

We would like to thank 
all who supported us 
with their kind donations 
and all who came to buy 
what had been made 
and to enjoy a cup of 
tea, a little of the baking 
and a good blether.

The hamper was won by 
Agnes Stewart (Upper 
Coll) and there were 
another 11 prizes.

Our own 
Councillor Catriona Stewart 
won the 'Guess the Weight 
of the Duff'.

A great sum of £800 was 
raised and once again we 
wish to thank all who were 
there. Nan and Catriona with the prize hamper!

Back Cairdeas

Afternoon tea

Sports Prizes

Prize Awarded For Recipient

Junior Citizenship Award (P1-2) Back Secondary Pupils' Cup
Citizenship, helpfulness, cooperation and 

involvement

Cara Macritchie

Intermediate Citizenship Award (P3-5) New Community Schools Cup Daniel Macleod

Senior Citizenship Award (P6/7) Back Secondary Pupils' Cup Cara Graham

The Gress Cup - Donated by Paul and Sheila White Citizenship and Curricular Progress at P7 Isla Murray

Boys Leadership Shield (P7) Commitment to Leadership at P7 Tom Blunt

Girls Leadership Shield (P7) Commitment to Leadership at P7
Minnie Kingston-Miles

Cara Graham

Please see page 19 for the rest of Sgoil a' Bhac 2016 
Prizegiving tables and p16-17 fpr other Sgoil a' Bhac news.
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In the final chapter of Mal Macleod’s Growing up in Brevig, 
we hear about more friends and neighbours, the gift of a 
gramophone, and that, in the words of author Anna Sewell 
‘it is good people who make good places.’

Long before they moved to live at No 20, I knew teaghlach 
Choinneach Rhuaraidh. Although not related, there was a 
close bond between our families that went back a couple of 
generations, and it was continued by us. I remember mak-
ing my way, on my own, out to Cnoc Catriona where they 
had their taigh dubh, when I was very young – probably 
about the age of four. It surprises me when I think about 
it that I was allowed to do that at such a young age, but, 
with hindsight, I’m sure someone was keeping an eye on 
me at both ends of 
the journey: it was a 
different world then 
– no traffic on the 
roads, and everyone 
looked out for each 
other. Coinneach 
Rhuaraidh was born 
at No 24, but when 
he married was 
given land from the 
common grazing at 
Cnoc Catriona. At 
the time that I write 
about he was in his 
late seventies and 
had been married 
and widowed twice. 
A tall, formidable 
and intelligent man, 
he was a church 
elder with strong 
views about gov-
ernment and reli-
gion, and lived with 
his two daughters, Katie Ann and Mary. He also had a son, 
Kenneth, who emigrated to Vancouver in Canada and never 
returned or kept in touch, although local Merchant Navy 
seamen did come across him at various times. Katie Ann 
had been a ‘herring girl’ when she was younger but now 
worked the croft, Mary owned one of the local shops at the 
Cachalaidh of which I have previously written. Neither ever 
married.

They were considered ‘well to do’, and their black house 
was substantial and well furnished, with three rooms for 
the family’s use at one end and the traditional byre for the 
cattle at the other. There was also a barn attached to the 
back of the building which was used to house the sheep 
in winter and store animal feed and potatoes, with a small 
section at the other end to house the hens. Theirs was 
a very viable working croft with a couple of cows, sheep 
and poultry. There was also a large friendly Border collie 
named Douglas, whom I fondly remember! Cnoc Catriona 
was fertile ground, and they grew potatoes and oats and 
also had a large vegetable garden where I spent much 
time ‘helping out’. I have many memories from that time – 
too many to relate in the space available, but one or two 
are worth mentioning. Because they owned a shop there 
were always some treat or other available, and, although 
rationing was in force, somehow or other they managed to 

get a hold of sweets or biscuits. It was in their house that I 
saw and tasted my first banana and orange – what excite-
ment and anticipation: I can still recall trying to open up 
the banana and being shown how to peel the orange, and 
although I had no idea what I was looking forward to, I know 
it exceeded all expectations!

I was about seven years old when I was shown something 
that was eventually to mean a lot to me. The Gramophone! 
This was long before the advent of TV, and radios (or the 
wireless) were few and far between, and used only to listen to 
the news. Music was just not part of my life up until then, and I 
certainly did not have a singing voice, but what I did have was 
a good ear (although it took me a few years to understand 

what that meant), and I knew that what I was hear-
ing for the very first 
time was something 
special. Although 
they only had Gaelic 
records, sung main-
ly by Archie Grant 
and Alan Maclean, in 
their collection, the 
sound coming from 
this machine was, 
to me, a miracle. I 
couldn’t understand 
how it could repro-
duce the human 
voice, and I couldn’t 
get enough of it! 
Unfortunately for me, 
sessions with the 
gramophone were 
strictly rationed, given 
as a treat for special 
occasions, or some-
times as a bribe to 
make me undertake 

some task or other. However, on my twelfth birthday I was 
given the gramophone and the record collection as a present; 
I just couldn’t believe it – the best gift I had ever received! My 
interest in records and music of all types began with that old 
wind-up gramophone, and still continues to give me much 
pleasure. 

In the early fifties the family bought the house and croft 
at No 20. It was adjacent to Cnoc Catriona and had been 
empty for some time. The original owners had long gone, 
but there had been a succession of tenants in the house – 
none that I can recall with any clarity. The new house had 
many conveniences lacking in the taigh dubh, in particular 
electricity, and this made life easier. Coinneach Rhuaraidh 
died shortly after the move to the new house – he was in 
his nineties by then – but the uncle and aunt from No 24, 
Donald and Bella, who were also old and in poor health, 
came to live with them and stayed there until their own 
deaths. It was during the funeral of one of them (I cannot 
remember which) that I recall an experience that was very 
alarming at the time. As was common then, funerals were 
held in the house, and I recall that we (some of the Brevig 
children) were standing at the peatstack outside No 18, 
which was directly in the line of vision of the funeral, watch-
ing the proceedings. The coffin had been taken out and laid 
on the bier ready for lifting, the men were lining up to form 

Growing up in Brevig in the 1940s 

Brevig Harbour
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the procession, when suddenly there was a huge commo-
tion and someone rushed out from the house, wailing and 
screeching at the top of their voice, and threw themselves 
on top of the coffin. Then someone else followed suit and 
did the same. It took a while to restore calm and for the 
procession to leave. It was scary stuff for us that we couldn’t 
understand. I discovered later that this was known as keen-
ing, and at one time was common enough in the islands and 
in Ireland, but I don’t recall ever seeing or hearing it again.

Katie Ann and Mary continued to live at No 20 until Mary’s 
death, following which, Katie Ann moved into a Stornoway 
care home where she stayed until her own death. The prop-
erty was then sold to Iain Mackay – mac a Chaic - whose 
family lived on Cnoc Catriona at one time before relocating 
to Gress. He rebuilt and modernised the house, and it is 
now occupied by his son Derek and his family.

Taigh Chalum an Bhard at No 35, is the first house in Brevig 
when approached from the main road. It is situated opposite 
No 20, and they are both separated from the other houses 
in the village by Allt Loch na Mial which flows from the loch 
on the Coll moor to the sea at Mol Mor Bhatisgeir. Long 
before the days of the hygiene and health and safety laws 
that are so much part of our way of life now, this was the 
stream where my mother and others would clean out the 
sheep stomachs before making the ‘marags’ that were a 
staple part of our diets. We suffered no ill effects! This was 
also where they washed blankets in the spring, before the 
advent of running water and washing machines. There was 
always a profusion of marsh marigolds and red and yellow 
monkey flowers growing by the side of the water and on the 
surrounding banks – they were so alien to the locality that it 
always puzzled me where they had originated from.

My first memories of Taigh Chalum an Bhard are of broth-
ers Donald and Iain, sister Annie and niece Ishbel living 
there. Although their grandmother, Isabella, was born at 
35, she had married John Macmillan from 22 Back and 
settled there. Their father, Calum an Bhard, also came to 
Brevig for his wife - she was the daughter of Ali from 29 
– but also lived at 22 Back and brought up his own family 
there too. Like many others at the time, Calum emigrated to 
Canada with the intention of sending for the family once he 
had obtained work and a place to stay, but, unexpectedly, 
died there before he was able to fulfil his plan. His widow 
returned to Brevig with her family of three sons and three 
daughters, firstly to stay with her parents at 29, and then, 
when they were able to replace the original taigh dubh on 
their grandmother’s croft at 35 with a newly built home, they 
settled there. Along with Donald, Iain and Annie, the other 
siblings were James, Margaret and Isabella. 

The sons were all Merchant Navy men, the three daugh-
ters were in service in Glasgow. Margaret married locally, 
Kenneth Graham from 22, whilst James’s wife came from 
Gress. Donald, Iain and Annie were unmarried. Like his 
brothers, James served in the Merchant Navy during the 
war, and was awarded the British Empire Medal for taking 
charge of a lifeboat of survivors when their ship was torpe-
doed, ensuring it’s safe return to harbour after many days at 
sea. He made his home in Kirkcaldy with his family.

Although I was in and out of their house all the time, and, as 
she still often reminds me, their niece Ishbel was my regular 

minder after I was born, I had no understanding for a long 
time of the tragedy that had befallen the family, and why 
she lived with her uncles and aunt in Brevig, whilst her twin 
brother Angus stayed with his father and paternal aunt Kate 
in their family home in Back. Their mother, Isabella, mar-
ried John Mackenzie, ‘am Borbair’, from Back, in February 
1933. He had been allocated one of the newly formed crofts 
in Gearraidh Ghuirm and had built a house there ready 
for occupation after the expected arrival of their first child. 
In the meantime they lived at 35, where, on the second 
last day of the year, twins were born. Sadly, their mother, 
Isabella, died less than two days later, on the first day of the 
New Year. It was often said by neighbours that there had 
been a marriage, a birth and a death in the house within 
a year – a rare occurrence indeed. Plans to go and live in 
the new house in Gearraidh Ghuirm were abandoned, and 
the twins were looked after alternately by the aunts in Back 
and Brevig, spending time in both homes. However, during 
the war, when her aunt Annie was often on her own at 35, 
Ishbel came to stay with her and lived there until she was 
old enough to leave school. The family were then able to 
persuade John to finally go and live in the house that he 
had built in Gearraidh Ghuirm and they moved there per-
manently in 1949 along with his sister Kate.  

Whilst Iain stayed in the Merchant Navy until he retired, 
Donald stayed at home. My first memories of him are of see-
ing him with his horse and cart when undertaking croft work 
for himself and for neighbours. This was before the days of 
the tractor and he was permanently busy. He also wove for 
a while, but the croft work and the sheep took precedence. 
In the meantime Annie decided to return to her own career, 
and she was employed as a cook in a mainland hotel. After 
a year or so in that job, she returned to Glasgow where she 
had been pre- war, became housekeeper to a family, and 
stayed there until her own retirement. She then returned to 
Brevig to live in the family home along with her brothers. I 
worked in Glasgow for part of the time that she was there, 
and had occasion to be very grateful to her many times. Her 
nephew Calum, Mairead’s son, was also in Glasgow then, 
and she looked after us both like a second mother, making 
sure that we didn’t starve. She knew that buying food was 
the least of our priorities at that time! 

After the deaths of Donald, Iain and Annie their nephew 
Angus lived in the house until he also died. It is now empty, 
but every time I pass by, it is always a reminder of the very 
many happy times that I spent there.

When I was asked to write about growing up in Brevig, I 
had no idea of how much it was going to entail. Old age has 
dulled the memory, recall is sometimes difficult, and there 
are probably many more things that I could, and should, 
have written about. However, I hope that I have not made 
too many mistakes, and that what I have said will be of 
interest to some. Any discrepancy is mine alone! Now, when 
I look out of the window of the sitting room of our home in 
Gearraidh Ghuirm,  although I can still see and identify all 
the unchanging, familiar landmarks (the only variation being 
the long awaited, spoken about and successful Brevig har-
bour), the locality that I see  before me is not really the place 
that I grew up in. Most of the folk that I knew then are gone; 
this has made me realise that, irrespective of location, it is 
the people and not places, that matter. 

and 50s – Part 5
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Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams   ●   Spectacles   ●   Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                                 700808
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From the Manse
No-one is Beyond God’s Reach

I subscribe to Gideon News, published by Gideons 
International. It’s always a good read. The summer 2016 
issue is no exception. One testimony stood out for me and 
I’d like to share it with our readers.  It’s all about Gareth. This 
is his story:

‘I was in prison playing poker with a group of lads. I was 
serving a two-and-a-half-year sentence for conspiracy to 
commit burglary. A man approached us and offered us all a 
little red book. I felt an overwhelming desire to accept it; all 
the others refused and objected to being disturbed from the 
poker game.

I took the Gideon Testament to my cell and put it on the 
window ledge. Every time I entered the cell, the first thing 
I saw was that little red book. One Saturday evening, after 
lock up, I was lying in bed in the darkness unable to sleep. I 
was thinking about how my life was in ruins.

I jumped out of bed, turned on the light, grabbed that little 
red book and opened it up. I began reading from Psalms 
and then from Matthew. After reading for some time, I turned 
the light off and fell on my knees by my bed and cried out to 
God, ‘God if you are real can you please help me.’

Immediately it was like the light was still on but this was a 
spiritual light and for the very first time I felt free. I did not fully 
understand what had happened but I thank God that through 
the Gideon Testament my life has been transformed. I now 
serve my Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and want to share my 
faith with others. There is no life beyond God’s reach.’ Gareth. 

Gareth’s testimony highlights how a life can be transformed 
by God’s Word. Have you experienced the joy of God speak-
ing to you through His Word? Maybe you have a Gideons 
Bible from your school days. Why not read it and engage 
with the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. There 
you will meet Jesus and have the opportunity to walk with 
Him in his life, death and resurrection from the dead.

As you read the Psalms Gareth read for himself, then you 
too can discover the leading and guidance of God, just as 
the writer of Psalm 119 knew – 

‘Your word’s a lamp that shines before my feet;

It is a light that guides me on my way.’ 

(Psalm 119:105)

Open your bible today. Tap 
into it and discover Jesus 
on the pages of the New 
Testament. You too can be 
changed. Remember, as 
Gareth says, ‘there is no 
life beyond God’s reach.’

The above testimony has 
been shared with per-
mission from Gideons 
International.

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during September 2016 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 4 September
11am:   Mr Iain R Morrison
11am:   Mr Angus Macdonald    (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 11 September
11am:   Mr Roddy Cunningham
11am:   Rev Donald A Macdonald   (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Donald A Macdonald

Sunday 18 September
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod
11am:   Mr Joe Macphee     (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 25 September
11am:   Rev Donald A Macdonald
11am:   Rev Calum I Macleod    (Gaelic)
6pm:   Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House

Sunday 4 September

11am: Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 11 September
6pm:   Mr Iain Mackinnon  
(Gaelic)

Sunday 18 September
11am: Rev Kenneth M 
Ferguson

Sunday 25 September
6pm:  Mr Neil Murray (Gaelic)

September Service Times 
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In my time as editor of Loch a Tuath News it was 
always a pleasure to receive communications 
from Calum Murray, formerly of 21 Gress, and 
now living in Colchester. Calum’s formative years 
were spent in Gress and many readers will 
remember his account of his early days working 
in Stornoway Post Office (the Poy Oy), amongst 
other contributions he has made to our magazine. 
We are delighted that he has agreed to an online 
chat, which I am sure you will enjoy.

Early memories of 21 Gress

Calum, what are your earliest memories of 
home life?

I suppose my earliest memory goes back to pre-
electric days, with the tilly lamps and the big, 
long, galvanised metal bath into which you were 
plunged on Saturdays whether you needed to or 
not! I also remember the pastime of toimhsea-
chain (riddles) which were a far cry from today’s 
electronic gadgets for 
entertainment.

The stove in the kitchen 
before the Raeburn is still 
fresh in my mind as are 
the coatings of black lead 
that were needed to keep 
it spick and span. Funny 
the little things that come 
to mind when you look 
back; I still think of the 
cosiness of the bedrooms, 
peat fires in the grate on 
winter nights, a million 
miles better than a radiator 
hanging on the wall, but 
of course a million miles 
more hard work to get the 
peat to that stage. Then 
the sloping roof in the bed-
room, like a security blan-
ket with the gales rattling 
the slates and windows. 
It was during these winter 
nights that we played toimhseachain, waiting for sleep to 
overtake us.

Food wise, I remember copious quantities of bainne gort 
(sour milk) after coming in from play, so sour it had to be 
sliced from the bowl. The sour milk was mostly used to 
make crowdie, delicious on mother’s scones with a dollop 
of cream and homemade rhubarb jam. I remember bowls 
of brose for breakfast, probably the most basic and nutri-
tious breakfast you could have. Spealldags, summer her-
ring left a few days in salt with new potatoes is probably 
my favourite meal of all time.

My impression is that we had to help out with croft work 
from a very early age. With my father working at the 
“Hydro”, my mother needed all the help she could get 
running the home and the croft. I think that breeds a work 
ethic that stays with you throughout life.

I have no memory of my Gress grandparents, but we were 

close to my two spin-
ster aunts who lived 
next door. They were 
both very kind to us. 
The older of the two, 
Annie, was very bright 
and given better formal 
education and opportu-
nities she would have 
gone a long way.

Very much embedded in 
my memory is Sundays; 
twice to church, each 
service being over two 
hours long and Sunday 
school in the afternoon, 
not a bad apprentice-
ship. I have fond mem-
ories of the Sunday 
school teachers, espe-
cially Eilip, a really kind 
and gentle man.

That all sounds quite idyllic. 
Were there occasions in 
these early days which 

you may remember for other reasons?

I have quite vivid memories of two incidents 
which frightened the living daylights out of me.

The first concerns one Hallowe’en when I’m 
pretty sure it was Dondy who came in with a 
face mask. I screamed my head off. How did 
I know it was Dondy? I haven’t a clue. Maybe 
he took the mask off to stop this little brat 
screaming or maybe someone tried to calm me 
by saying “it’s only Dondy”. Who knows, that’s 
my recollection, but memory might be play-
ing tricks on me. If you read this Dondy, don’t 
worry, I survived the trauma!

The other incident was the first time I saw a 
man with brown skin. I think what really fright-

ened me was the turban and long beard. I was halfway 
between our house and my grandparents’ house when I 
saw him coming up the road carrying a heavy suitcase in 
which he had drapery that he was selling door-to-door. I 
jumped the ditch and stood like a statue against a fence 
post hoping that I would be invisible

Still on the fear issue, I believe Mac an t-Srònaich was 
used as a bogeyman from time to time. As I recall, he 
was supposed to be some ogre living on the moors and I 
believe mention of him usually brought us kids to heel. I 
think I’m right in saying that research has suggested there 
was some truth to the myth, some guy, a fugitive from 
mainland justice.

We were given the same story in Stornoway, and for many 
years I was afraid to go past ‘his’ cave near the mouth of 
the River Creed!

What was your position in the family?

I was the youngest of five, two years younger than my 

A Conversation with Calum Murray

Calum with big 
brothers Iain and 
Alasdair

Three generations
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nearest sibling Anna Margaret and twelve years younger 
than my oldest sibling Jean Ann. My two brothers Iain and 
Alasdair came between the girls.

We know your brother Iain from the pages of this 
magazine, were he and your other siblings good at 
looking out for you?

My oldest sister Jean Ann frequently reminds me that she 
was in charge of me, pushing me in the pram with Ishbel 
(Bobshy) as co-pilot. Apparently the pram was the first in 
Gress and was previously owned by the Maclean family, 
who had come to live in the Keeper’s Cottage at Gress 
Lodge. Whether it was bought or borrowed from them I don’t 
know; I’ll have to ask Jean Ann! So that’s my claim to fame, 
being the first baby in Gress to have his/her own pram! 

I suppose I was a bit of a skivvy for my two older broth-
ers, getting the odd threepenny bit or sixpence from time 
to time for jobs done. 

One of these jobs literally left its mark. One Sunday even-
ing when Mum and the girls were in church, I was tasked 
by Alasdair to take his tackety boots from the living room 
to the back porch. In my stockinged feet I set off on the 
polished lino floor, slipped and hit my chin on the round 
table in the living room. Result, a deep cut in the chin and 
Dr Murray, Mac Lidy from Back, had to be called. Without 
anaesthetic he inserted three stitches and the scar is still 
visible to this day, slightly hidden by spreading jowls!

Schooldays/Pals/Japes

It is said that one’s schooldays are the happiest of your 
life. Was this true for you in Back school?

In my mind’s eye I can see my mother taking me to school 
on my first day. The only detail I recollect is that my moth-
er got a lift back to Gress with the Co-op mobile shop.

I started school aged four and a half and the first few 
months were anything but enjoyable. Many of your read-
ers experienced Ceiteag Mhurchaidh as the infants’ 
teacher and I suspect the majority verdict would be that 
she taught by fear. I have a clear recollection of the cop-
per plate writing of the alphabet tacked to the walls on 
lined black paper and the single thong strap.

On the fear question, it was absolutely taboo to put your 
hand up and ask for a toilet break between play times. 
Ceiteag’s reaction to such a request 
was pretty volatile, which of course 
added to the problem and on one or 
two occasions a three mile walk home 
was necessary.....aged four and a half!

If my memory serves me right, I recall 
the first lines of our reading book as 
“mooly cow come home to me o’er the 
daisy dappled lea”. Since you asked 
me to take part in this series, I can’t 
get these lines out of my brain. The 
mooly cow follows me everywhere!!

It seems strange to have a choir 
for such young ones, but I have a 
faint memory of being turfed out of 
it by Ceiteag Mhurchaidh with the 
word rocais (crow) ringing in my ears. 

Motivational teaching it was not.

The contrast between Ceiteag Mhurchaidh and Bean A’ 
Phòcaid, who taught what I believe was Class 1, could not 
have been greater. I recall the latter as being kind, gentle 
and with a sense of humour.

After the turmoil of the ABC class, the rest of my time 
at Back school was very enjoyable. I made lots of close 
friends, some of whom sadly are no longer with us.  

No recollection of school days can be complete without 
mention of Seumas a’ Ghobha, the janitor. He was a 
gentleman and a gentle man, with a sense of humour that 
appealed to kids.

Can you give us a flavour of these days?

The main activity that comes to mind is playing football 
on the machair. I’ve never been sporty, but I made up the 
numbers! At half time there was a rush to have a drink 
from the stream at the bottom of Dr Greig’s garden. As we 
lay on our tummies scooping up water from the stream, 
we ignored the fact that Dr Greig’s ducks were swimming 
100 yards upstream of us. It all helped to build up resist-
ance to bugs and avoid antibiotics in later life!

I remember building bonfires for Guy Fawkes and New 
Years Eve. I believe we built some at the top of Beinn 
Iomhair and some on Cnoc na Slaoid, easier to carry the 
rubbish to! Cnoc na Slaoid also came into its own when 
the snows came and we went sledging.

Playing around the old mill was always an attraction. Then 
in mid-teens it was danns an rathaid at the mill on balmy 
evenings and cosy sessions in the bothag amongst the 
ruins in winter.

As I was growing up, Calum Mhurch’ Chalum’s boat was 
the only one fishing out of Gress. We often went to bun 
na fence to look out for the boat returning after a fishing 
trip and helped drag it up above the high water mark. I 
remember Gioda no. 32 being especially kind giving us a 
gad from the catch.

For me, any mention of growing up has to include the 
numerous hours I spent riding in Willie’s (Pòshan) van 
selling fish around the villages and more hours still sitting 
outside the Star Inn waiting for Willie to slake his thirst. 
The quid pro quo was that in exchange for these rides we 

cleaned the fish boxes and did chores around the 
house for Willie. 

Local characters

Do you remember 
any other village 
characters from that 
time, apart from those 
aforementioned?

New Year jinks usu-
ally brought out the 
characters, but none 
come to mind at the 
moment.

I suppose my Aunt 
Meireag was a charac-
ter. Any movement in 

Berry Bros and Rudd's (owners of Cutty Sark) shop
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the village was caught by her, day or night. She often put 
her own interpretation on events, two and two often made 
five, but nothing would change her mind when events 
proved her wrong. She worked the loom and despite little 
education she could strip it and put it back together like 
a professional engineer. One of the neighbours heard her 
taking out her frustration in rather fruity language during 
some repair job! Before my 
time there were three looms 
in the shed and it was quite a 
social centre.

The Nicolson Institute
You then went on to The 
Nicolson Institute. How did you 
enjoy that change in your life?

The Nicolson was not a particu-
larly happy period for me. I left 
the close knit Back school and 
all my friends to go to a school 
that was many times bigger, 
and where I knew nobody. 
Many of my class mates came 
from rural villages and stayed 
in hostels in town. This meant 
that they were bonding outside school and I found that dif-
ficult. Co-incidentally, a few of the friends I did make in The 
Nicolson happened to be following careers in London in 
the late sixties and we became even firmer friends during 
what was a really enjoyable period.

Academically, I flew through the first three years, but on 
class four it was important to knuckle down and study 
and I didn’t. I think our second son Mark has the same 
intolerance to study! Much against my parents’ wishes 
and despite a valiant attempt by a great science teacher 
(Sanky from Bragar) to make me stay, I left with nothing 
to show for four years secondary education

Some readers have read of your time employed in the 
Poy Oy, the Post Office in Stornoway. Did you have any 
other employment on the island?

I suppose my first paid job was helping Kate Liddle gather 
the hay on a couple of occasions. Kate lived in the old 
farmhouse, now a ruin. She had quite a herd of cattle 
which she looked after on her own, so needed help with 
the hay. Without putting too fine a point on it, hygiene 
didn’t appear to be a priority for Kate, so the copious 
quantity of milk she took out to us as refreshment was 
untouched, by me anyway.

The Poy Oy was my only genuine employment on the 
island, and boy, was it welcome when it arrived. After 
leaving school against everyone’s advice, six months 
without a job was a bit scary, and in fact I still occasionally 
dream about failing my exams and not getting a job! 

Did you have to do National Service?

I was fortunate not to do National Service, but I think life 
in a bachelor flat in London was an equally good chal-
lenge! Having left home where Mum did everything for us, 
learning to cook and iron was a steep learning curve. We 
enjoyed the thickest Scotch broth you ever saw, re-heated 
much more often than whoever is in charge of national 
guidelines would advise.

A friend from Ness who frequented the Clachan received a 
guga from home. He was practically slavering at the thought 
of getting stuck into it, but there was one problem...his 
wife wouldn’t let him cook it in the house!! Being the good 
Samaritan that I am, I offered our humble flat for the event.

Sure enough, one Saturday afternoon he arrived at the flat 
with the guga and two pans to 
boil the guga and the potatoes. 
Anyone who has tasted guga 
knows the terrific thirst it brings 
on, so afterwards we headed 
by tube with the two pans to 
the Clachan for a pint or five of 
McEwans Export. We had the 
carriage to ourselves; despite 
being scrubbed, the pans still 
had a healthy aroma of guga 
and no-one would sit any-
where near us!

After copious scoops of ale, 
the Niseach set off home by 
tube happy with the world; so 
happy he fell asleep and didn’t 
wake up until the end of the 

line. By the time he got home a cold front had descended 
on the relationship!

To keep the wolf from the door part time work was essen-
tial, mostly bar work but also furniture removing and a 
relatively easy spell as a GPO telephonist.

A kindly bar maid in one of the pubs, married to a police-
man, took a motherly interest in my attempts at house-
keeping. She gave me a few tips one of which has stuck 
in my mind. It was to do with ironing and I offer it to all 
single men free of charge. When you iron the collar of the 
shirt, start at the ends and work to the centre. That way 
any crease stays hidden behind your neck. I may not be 
very well up in the fashion stakes, but you’ll never see a 
lurc (crease) at the ends of my shirt collars!!

What motivated you to move to the mainland? Where did 
you go then?

I think my main motivation was to get out of the Post 
Office, as I saw progression there as a matter of time 
served, rather than on merit. I applied for a transfer to 
London and ended up in Notting Hill Gate. The area had 
some serious racial tensions in the sixties, but I was never 
aware of it when I got there.

I had an amusing conversation with a colleague shortly 
after arriving in London. He was newly arrived from the 
Caribbean and in the canteen one day he said totally 
without irony, “You have a strange accent. Where do you 
come from?” I explained where I came from and he said, 
“My, you’re a long way from home”!!

What other career changes did you make?

The Clachan Bar, already mentioned, just off Fleet St was 
the Friday/Saturday night haunt for Islanders/Highlanders. 
One evening I got talking to a lad from Ness, when out of 
the blue he said, “How would you like to work for Johnnie 
Walker?” My first thought was that he had taken too much 
of the product, but he was deadly serious and of course 

Directors' Dining Room, Cutty Sark
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I jumped at the chance. He arranged an interview, and 
lo and behold, the guy who interviewed me had served 
part of his RAF time ....at Stornoway Airport. I think the 
Stornoway connections got me through, rather than any 
skills or aptitude I had. I spent fifteen very happy years 
there, the last ten in Kilmarnock. My last position there 
was shipping manager.

In 1979 I was contacted by United States Lines, the sec-
ond largest container line in the world at that time, to be 
their Scottish manager. Two years later I moved to London 
to be General Manager UK and Ireland. Unfortunately the 
company overstretched themselves, building twelve of 
the largest container ships at the time and they went into 
liquidation in 1986.

The worst day of my career was telling staff that the 
company was bust with no money for redundancy, the 
American HQ in New Jersey having frozen all bank 
accounts overnight. The look of fear in the faces of 
the staff wondering where the next mortgage payment 
was coming from and with Christmas a month away 
was very upsetting. I did get one over the Americans; 
we were operating a bank account they didn’t know 
about and there was enough in it to pay the sales-
men’s out of pocket expenses. On a very dark day, 
that pleased me.

I formed my own company, got the agency for a major 
Dutch shipping company and was able to take on twenty 
two ex colleagues. They made the transition without los-
ing a day’s pay, but I could do very little for the remaining 
two hundred odd people apart from giving them job refer-
ences etc.

I sold the business to the Dutch and became their 
Commercial Director for the UK and Ireland.

One day I was sitting at my desk when a call came 
through from a Mr Easter. With a name like that I thought 
it was a hoax call, but it was genuine. He wanted to talk 
to me about joining Cutty Sark as Operations Director 
which I did.

Cutty Sark was owned by a family 
trading from the same address since 
1696, pretty unique. The Chairman 
was a charming and kind fellow, but 
was a stickler for scrutinising any 
communication to him for correct 
grammar, the commas in the right 
place, no split infinitives etc. This 
led to an amusing incident with 
a colleague based in the States. 
He was launching a new market-
ing programme in America based 
on the origins of cutty sark (short 
shirt) from the Burns poem Tam 
O’ Shanter. Ciaran spent a whole 
day going through the paperwork, 
checking for spelling mistakes, 
grammar etc. Finally satisfied, he 
faxed the papers to the Chairman. 
He got a fax by return with “shirt” circled and a pencilled 
comment “oh dear oh dear oh dear”. Ciaran had missed 
out the “R” in shirt!

The travel and commuting was very gruelling, a four hour 

round trip at best to get from home/office/home and often 
much more. At the end of 2000 I came to an amicable 
agreement with the company and left to do some consult-
ing work from home. The greatest luxury of this new life 
was waking at five in the morning and turning over for 
another few hours sleep instead of getting up to start a 
two hour commute! 

Marriage/Family

You are married to Mary. Where did you meet?

Mary comes from Co Mayo in the west of Ireland. We met 
in the Gresham dance hall in North London. I didn’t real-
ise for some time after we met that she could speak Irish 
Gaelic, quite similar to ours and she caught me out a few 
times before the penny dropped! 

What family do you have?

We have three children, Andrew and Mark and Julie came 
along nine years later. Andrew and Leila have a little boy 
of two and a half, Mackenzie Alexander known as Mac. 
He is perpetual motion and expects me to keep up, so I 
don’t need to go on a diet.

Our daughter Julie would love to be able to sing, but I’m 
afraid lacks tone. She blames yours truly for it and, to take 
you back to the beginning, I blame the rocais incident with 
Ceiteag Mhurchaidh!

Leisure pursuits

Now that you are retired what leisure pursuits do you 
enjoy?

One of my main regrets is that I didn’t take advantage 
of the many resources such as fishing while growing up; 
too much riding in Willie’s van I guess. Unfortunately my 
career didn’t allow much time for taking up hobbies, week-
ends being kept strictly for family time. I do a lot of walk-
ing and the garden takes up some time. I’m the brawn for 
that, Mary is the brain! We visit Portugal regularly and I 

enjoy walks along the beautiful Algarve coastline 
as well as my fair share 
of the local vino!

It has been an honour 
to be asked to take 
part in this series. I 
only hope that I have 
not lowered the stand-
ard after some inter-
esting and enjoyable 
stories from past inter-
viewees.

Thank you so much 
Calum, for that insight 
into what has been a very 
interesting, varied and 
successful life, and also 
for painting us a picture 
of life as it was in Gress.

We wish you and your family well, with wee Mac keeping 
you fit!

Anna Tucker

The Murray Family together at No 21, Jean Ann, Iain, Anna Margaret & Calum
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Welcome to School
We give a warm welcome to all our new entrants. 
There are twelve children in Miss Ferguson’s 
Primary One class and two children have joined 
Miss Munro in the Gaelic class. The children 
have settled quickly and are enjoying playing 
and learning together. 

We are also pleased to have Ben (P3) 
and his sister, Rachel (P4) with us in the 
P3/4 classroom. The family have moved 
from the north of England and we hope 
they enjoy island life. 

New Teacher
Miss Munro is our first Gaelic 
Medium Education teacher in 
Tong School. We wish Miss 
Munro well as she develops 
this exciting new stage in 
the life of the school. 

Tong School

► Aaron 
Finlayson

◄ Rachel 
and Ben

 Miss Munro

Our  New  Pupils
!

▲ Abbie Macleod ◄ Ayla Macleod

▼ Erin France
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▲ Kieran 
Ferguson

▼ Jaxson 
Campbell

◄ Erin Maciver

▲ Jamie-Lynne  
McCulloch (GM 

class)

▼ James Bayfield▼ Jackson Cawley

▼ Lewis Condy

▼ Luke Fraser

▼ Lylya Maciver 
(GM class)

► Taylor Macfarlane
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Congratulations
We would like to take this 
opportunity to congratu-
late Mr Donald Macleod, 
who has been permanent-
ly appointed as Senior 
Education Officer with the 
Department of Education 

and Children's Services. We wish him well 
in his new role.

Welcome

Welcome back to all our pupils and staff. We are 
pleased that nine new P1 
pupils have joined Sgoil a’ 
Bhac this session. We also 
have a further two new 
pupils, Amy Wilson (P7) 
and Chloe Dempsey (P3).

Rally Car Visit

There was great excite-
ment in the playground on 
Friday morning when we 
were treated to a visit from 
Rally Hebrides! Thanks to 
the Lewis Car Club for organ-
ising the visit.

Sgoil a’ Bhac

Rally Hebrides Visit

EP3/4 pupils recently visited 'Cairdeas' 
in Back to interview the group about 
what life was like in the past. Pupils 
also provided some light entertain-
ment for the group.  

We went to the Cairdeas group to 
interview the older people. We wanted 
to find out what life was like in the past.

Food
The woman I interviewed said that 
she ate fish, potatoes and other basic 
foods. She grew vegetables and pota-
toes. She got food from the sea and 
had to bake some of her food. It is 
very different to what I eat.  I like to eat 
burgers and hot dogs.

Toys
In the olden days she only had one toy 
and it was a doll. This is different to 
nowadays as we have lots of gadgets 
and toys, I like lego.

Clothes
In the past they did not have as much 
clothes as us. They wore a school 
uniform and a gym slip.This is different 
to nowadays as lots of girls now wear 
trousers and jeans.

I really enjoyed writing about the olden 
days. My favourite thing was learning 
about the food they ate. I would have 
liked to live in the olden days because 
I would have been in the war.

Luc P3

Cairdeas  Visit

Interviewing Chrissie Smith at CairdeasInterviewing Donalda Murray at Cairdeas

Entertaining the Cairdeas group
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Roots of Empathy
EP3/4 pupils took part in the 'Roots of Empathy' 
programme where they learned about how to 
deal with their emotions, and the development 
of a baby from 3 months old to 1 year old. The 
children loved being visited by Baby Ross and 
receiving their certificates at the end of the 
course.

       ▲ Masie Smith, Sophia Maclachlan, Kristian Macleod, James 
Macleod, Connor Frame

▲ Maisie Murray, Samuel Morrison, Stewart Gordon, 

Rebecca Morrison

EP3/4 with Baby Ross

EP3/4 with their Roots of Empathy Certificates

Gaelic P1

English P1

▲ Dux 2016 - Tom Blunt

◄ All prizewinners

Prizewinners!

New Pupils!
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Prizegiving 2016

House Trophy Suilivan

Sports Prizes

Prize Awarded For Recipient

Junior Boys Sports Champion (P1-3) Back Secondary Pupils' Cup Highest Points in Sport at P1-3 Robbie McMurdo

Junior Girls Sports Champion (P1-3) Back Secondary Pupils' Cup Highest Points in Sport at P1-3 Jessica Muir

Intermediate Boys Sports Champion (P4-6)Lewis Carpet Centre Cup Highest Points in Sport at P4-6

Dylan Howard

Calum Macrae

Sandy Macdonald

Intermediate Girls Sports Champion (P4-6)Lewis Carpet Centre Cup Highest Points in Sport at P4-6
Ellen McMurdo

Kyla McMurdo

Senior Boys Sports Champion (P7) - The Skye Cup donated by 
Kenneth Macdonald Highest Points in Sport at P7 David Anderson

Senior Girls Sports Champion (P7) - The Skye Cup donated by 
Kenneth Macdonald  Highest Points in Sport at P7 Hannah Mackenzie

DJ Macleod Memorial Cup for Football Commitment to Football David Anderson

Academic Prizes

Prize Awarded For Recipient

Loch a Tuath News Literacy Prize Excellence in Creative Writing Luke Macleod

Cuach CCG airson Cànan Gàidhlig Attainment in Gaelic Language (GM) Luke Macleod

The Stornoway Gazette Cup Attainment in English Language & Literacy Tom Blunt

Lurosgoil Cup Attainment in Learner Gaelic James Morrison

Vanessa Will Salver for G1-3 Use of Gaelic outwith the classroom Angus Macleod

Vanessa Will Salver for G4-7 Use of Gaelic outwith the classroom Luke Macleod

CIB Services cup for Mathematics Attainment in Mathematics & Numeracy, P7 Tom Blunt

‘Comrade Cup’ for Social Studies,
Donated by the Murray Family, Coll

Attainment in Social Studies, P7 Tom Blunt

The Book Committee Trophy Project on Local Studies Maddy Kingston-Miles

The Minki Cup Environmental Studies/Awareness, P6 Louise Maciver

The Rev & Mrs ID Campbell Shield for Music Excellence in Music, P7 Maddy Kingston-Miles

The Alice Murray Memorial Prize for Art Progress in Art, P7
Alana Macdonald

Minnie Kingston-Miles

The Donald & Mary Stewart ‘Coilear’ Cup Bible Knowledge, P7 Luke Macleod

The Martin Cup for ICT & Technologies Attainment in ICT & Technology, P7 Tom Blunt

Dux of the School Excellence across learning and the life of the school Tom Blunt

The Parent Coundil Achiever Prize

Awarded For Awarded To Awarded For Awarded To

EP1 Robert McMurdo GP4 Gillian Maciver

GP1 Finlay Montgomery EP5 Jocelyn Mackenzie

EP2 Gwen Macdonald GP5 Seumas Murray

GP2 Jack Anderson EP6 Aimee Maciver

EP3 David Finlayson GP6 Kitty Maciver

GP3 Ava Mackenzie EP7 Robbie Skelly

EP4 Anya Rogers GP7 Alana Macdonald
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifie
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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Ecologisers wish to 
thank Julie Roxburgh for the competition poster design.

Ecologisers, run by Ann Palmer, organiser of the 2015 competi-
tion, are pleased to announce the launch of a repeat competition 
for this year, closing date 1st December. 

The competition is open to children of school age resident in the 
Western Isles and Skye.

Ann is looking for a humorously captioned picture of the entrant 
with a piece of litter found on a litter-pick. Or, if they prefer, they 
can have in the photograph an animal or a pet with a piece of 
litter they’ve found.  The caption can be in English or Gaelic. 

There is no limit on the number of entries per person, and entry 
is free. 

Photos should be sent in JPEG format  as an attachment in an e-mail 
to: gaiadance@btinternet.com. In the heading put ‘Photographic 
Competition’ and in the body of the e-mail the entrants name, 
contact phone number or e-mail address, whether they are of pri-
mary or secondary school age, and the humorous caption for the 
photograph. Also their choice of prizes (in order of first, second or 
third preference) in the event of being chosen as a winning entry.
Judges will be announced shortly. Further details can be 
accessed at the children’s photographic competition page at
gaiadancebooks.com                                                                      

WI Childrens' Humorous Photographic Competition
Anti-Litter Theme   

Back Brownies will be starting up again this month after their 
summer break.

Kate Muir is taking over from Katherine Stewart as the new Guider. Brownies meet for an hour and a half each week 
and there are still spaces available for girls aged 7-10 in the Back area.

Girls get to enjoy lots of activities including crafts, singing, games, baking, parties, being outdoors, doing Challenge 
badges and taking part in events with other Girlguiding members on the island.

There are also opportunities for new adult volunteers to help out in lots of different ways, be it weekly or as you are able.

Contact Kate on 820929 for futher details.

Back Brownies

Back Pharmacy is now a 'Carer Friendly Pharmacy', after 
taking part in training with Carers Trust Scotland. A carer is 
someone who, without payment, provides help and support 
to a partner, child, relative, friend or neighbour, who could not 
manage without their help. This could be due to age, physical 
or mental illness, addiction or disability.

The Carer Friendly Pharmacy project is a Scottish 
Government and Community Pharmacy Scotland supported 
initiative. Carers Trust Scotland is providing free training and 
resources to community pharmacy staff to assist them in 
identifying carers, engaging with carers' needs and referring 
carers to local support services. Many carers are not aware 
of the support that is available to them, or do not think of 
themselves as 'carers' who might be entitled to support.

Back Pharmacy staff learnt about carers' situations and the 
support available to them, about how pharmacies can identify 
and engage with carers, and what pharmacy services can do 
to best meet carers' needs. They said:

"We found the traininng 
very useful as it raised 
awareness of the needs of 
the carers as they provide 
such a valuable contribu-
tion to the community. We 
are now confident that we 
are able to advise and 
direct them to the support available."

Back Pharmacy will be identifying carers amongst their cus-
tomers, referring them to local support services, and working 
with carers to develop effective carer support plans within the 
pharmacy. This includes informing carers about potentially 
useful pharmacy services like Chronic Medication Service, 
and keeping signed patient consent records which will ena-
ble carers and pharmacies to have fuller conversations about 
a cared for patient's medicines.

For more information about the project, you can contact Amy 
Watson awatson@carers.org or 0141 285 7939.
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Do you need help with your tax return?
Murray Mackay is the only Chartered Tax Advisor in 
practice in the Western Isles - the highest level tax 
qualification in the UK.

Murray is therefore best placed to prepare your tax 
return to ensure all possible tax reliefs and deduc-
tions are claimed - thereby keeping your tax liability 
to an absolute minimum.

Murray is also able to meet your other business 
needs - whether it be accounts, book-keeping, VAT 
returns or corporation tax.

Specialist tax services also provided.

For more information contact Murray Mackay
Tax Solutions Scotland Limited (Chartered Tax Advisers)

www.taxsolutionsscotland.co.uk / 07793 535 227
murray@taxsolutionsscotland.co.uk

MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING
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Football

A summary of the football for the 
month of July and it was not a successful 
outcome at all, although in some of the 
games the team seemed to do alright at 
the start, but defensive errors and not tak-
ing our chances meant that we had very 
few wins.

In the Eilean an Fhraoich Cup we had 
already got the better of the West Side, 
but against Lochs we were a bit unlucky 
not taking an advantage to the second 
game, with the result that Lochs got 

through with the aggregate score of 4-3, 
a bit of a disappointment. The same hap-
pened against Point, again losing the 
game because of missed chances, but in 
that game we held the lead till the 83rd 
minute, but then Point scored three times 
to win by a margin not reflective of the 
game.

The same sort of scenario occurred 
against Aths, winning til the last 10 min-
utes of the game and again losing the tie 
by the odd goal, so if the team could cut 
out these errors in the remainder of the 
season it would probably enhance their 
position in the league and boost their con-
fidence. Here's hoping!

Bowls

The indoor bowling will be starting soon 
and as yet no date has been set for the 

AGM. As always, we are appealing for 
more members to join, how about all you 
people from Tong to Tolsta come along 
and join in the fun?

The annual outdoor competition for the 
Ivor Ferguson trophy will be taking place 
on Saturday August 27th, weather permit-
ting.  This competition is a Back,  Bernera, 
and Breasclete side against the might 
of Stornoway. It will take place at the 
Storoway bowling green commencing at 
1pm.

A report of the outcome and pictures will 
appear in the next issue of Loch a Tuath 
News.

Lastly, congratulations to Carloway FC on 
winning the Eilean an Fhraoich Cup for 
the first time. They will be hoping to do 
what the West Side did and retain it.

Over the holidays we held our 
first family fun session. Families 
were invited to come along 
together and make the most of 
the wide range of sports and 
games equipment we have on 
offer at the centre. The treas-
ure hunt proved popular with 
the little ones and there was 
some great games of unihoc 
and pool being played. We 
have 2 more sessions planned 
for September and hope to 
develop the range of equip-
ment available and have a fea-
ture activity at each one. Check 
out our website or facebook 
page for more details nearer 
the time.

Our youth football development 
club is back after a short break 
for the summer holidays and 
pupils just starting P2 are invited 
to enroll in the club but the club is 
open to all pupils; P2 to P7, boys 
and girls regardless of ability. The 
aim of the club is to encourage 

as many children as possible 
in the Broadbay area to learn 
football skills and life lessons 
through sport whilst improving 
their fitness and general health. 
So if you haven’t joined already 
please come along. 

Thanks to the Postcode 
Community Trust we have 
received a selection of new 
equipment and are set to start 
our first new club. Murdo and 
Martin have volunteered to start 
a Darts youth academy and we 
will be holding our first session 
on the 15th September. This is 
an exciting opportunity for our 
young people, which we hope 
will lead to us taking juniors 
away on competitions against 
some of the best youth players 
in the country.

While the youth academy is 
intended for ages 9 -18, any-
one interested in darts is invit-
ed to come along on Thursday 
15th September at 6.30pm. 

This is your chance to find out more and help shape our plans for 
the academy and possible adult clubs. No experience necessary, 
just come and have a go!  

Finally we have a new lunchtime walk club; a social group, open 
to anyone who would like to get a bit more gentle exercise. We 
meet at the centre and go for a gentle stroll on the beach fol-
lowed by a warming soup back at the community centre. 

Dates for your diary: full details can be found on our website 
or sign up for our new what’s on email and get details delivered 
to your inbox each month. Visit www.backfrc.org.uk for more 
information or to sign up. 

Keep Fit - Mondays, 7pm, £4.

Badminton, Darts, Pool and Table Tennis - (over 16s only) 
Tuesdays, 4.30- 8.30pm, £2.

Line Dancing - Tuesdays, 7-8.30pm, £2.50.

Island Archers - Wednesdays, 7-9pm, £5 adult, £2 junior 
(www.islandarchers.org)

Darts Academy - Thursday 15th September, 6.30pm.

Book Club - Wednesday 28th September, £2.50.

Family Fun - Fri 9th + 23rd Sept, 3-6pm, kids 50p, adults free.

Lunchtime Walk Club - Fridays, Midday walk - free, soup - £1.50

Back Primary Football Development Club - Mondays, 5.45-
6.45pm (for P2, 3 + 4), Mondays 6.45-8pm (for P5, 6 + 7) £2.

Back Football and Recreation Club - What’s on in September

Football     

      Notes

22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service

 Business & Personal

 Excellent Service
A D V I C E
YOU CAN
T R U S T
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Kenny John left for Uganda on 9th August 
for a ten-month period. Ishbel hopes to 
join Kenny John in October for part of 
this mission. He plans to return home in 
January 2017 and return to Uganda for a 
further five months.

This mission work has now secured chari-
table status and will now be officially called 
GIGA - God Is Good Africa.

God is Good Africa
The very talented Donald 
Macleod, Lighthill, recent-
ly produced a striking 
hanging/rug for Kenny 
John and Ishbel. It’s a 
masterpiece in itself and 
is now hanging on the 
front wall of the church 
hall. 

In the picture - Donald, his daughter Louise and grandson Conner 
along with Donald’s cousin, Rhoda Maciver.

Our work will focus on Reformed church planting, building schools and 
drilling borehole-wells, as well as assisting Pastors who have gradu-
ated from ABU.

This we pray will be done through much prayer and sacrifice, so we 
covet your prayerful and practical help in any way you can support 
our work.

Would like to take this opportunity to thank the congregation for your 
on-going kind support. Our Uganda Support Account No. Sort code 
83-27-12. Account No.00102848. Blessings to you all.  

Kenny John and Ishbel (Romans 8v 28).

Back Community Council was delighted with 
the responses received from the community 
in the suggestion boxes placed in local shops and ven-
ues during June. Thanks to the Pharmacy, Gordon’s 
shop and the football Centre for taking the boxes and 
encouraging responses and special thanks to all who 
took time to give us their ideas. 

 We are still looking at how best to meet the ideas put 
forward - some of these we are already working on while 
others will take a bit longer to achieve. Several people 
commented on the problem of dog fouling in the area 
and our local Councillors have agreed to provide extra 
bins and signage near the beaches and in other popular 
dog walking areas.

The provision of Defibrillators in the local area and 
training to use them was also 

raised and the 

Community Council have been in contact with the 
Heart Start Team with a view to raising funds to pur-
chase equipment and arrange the appropriate training. 
Fundraising plans will be publicised later and all help in 
these efforts would be much appreciated.

Many Communities throughout the Islands are, with help 
from Scottish & Southern Electricity, looking at develop-
ing an Emergency Plan for their area. Back community 
Council would also like to develop such a plan to cover 
things like road closures, power cuts or major communi-
cations failures or of course severe weather but cannot 
do it alone.

Once a plan has been prepared it may be possible to 
obtain help from SSE with any costs associated with this 
type of planning but the first step must be to have a plan 
and your help would be much appreciated. 

There will be an open meeting for all members of the 
community on Tuesday 20th September 2016 at 7.30pm 
in the Community Hut to discuss the needs of our com-
munity and we would ask as many people as possible 
to attend.

One further date for your Diary - a community skip will 
be placed in the grounds in front of the Community 
Hut on Saturday 8th October for any unwanted items. 
If you require transport for your items please use the 
Community Council email address or contact Carolyn 
at the Pharmacy.

Back Community Council

TABLE TOP SALE
Back Community Hut
Saturday 10th September, 1 - 4pm

Tables also for hire - £7.50
bric-a-brac / crafts / baking
contact 820646 / 820552
Facebook / Loch a Tuath Community Hut
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Gress Bride and Kent Groom
All Saints Church, Snodland, Kent 
was the scene of a pretty wedding on 
Aug 3rd, when Jessie, eldest daugh-
ter of Mr and Mrs Murdo Graham, 
5 Gress, was married to Les Martin, 
son of the late Mr Martin and of Mrs 
Martin, Snodland. Rev Mr Grainger 
performed the ceremony. The bride 
was given away by the groom’s 
brother, Mr Frederick G Martin, and 
was attended by her sister, Murdina, 
and by Mrs Edie Martin, the groom’s 
sister in law.  Mr Cecil Goad, a close 
friend of the groom was bestman. 
The bride looked lovely in a white 
satin frock, with white shoes and 
gloves, and a lovers’ knots veil, 
held with orange blossoms. Her bou-
quet was of pink carnations and 
trailing maidenhair fern. Murdina 
was dressed in green, with a green 
feather head-dress, silver shoes and 
white gloves, and Mrs Martin wore 
a dress of old gold, with gold head-
dress, gloves and shoes. They car-
ried bouquets of white asters and 
fern. Joan the little train-bearer was 
dressed in a champagne frock, and 
carried a posy of mixed flowers. As 
the bride stepped out of the church, 
she was handed three lovely horse-
shoe emblems by her sister Murdina, 
the groom’s wee cousin, Renee, and 
the train-bearer. At the enjoyable 
reception held afterwards in the 
Monkshead Hotel, Snodland, a large 
number of telegrams, mostly from 
the bride’s home village were read. 
During  the war when serving in the 
Navy, the groom was stationed in 
Stornoway for a considerable period. 
We wish the young couple every 
happiness, and hope to see them in 
Gress soon.

Demobbed
Hannah Ferguson, 2 Gress, the third  
member of the family to serve in the 
WAAF, has recently been demobbed.   

On Leave
Home on leave recently were John 

Angus Mackay, 

65 Coll (home from Italy|); Donald 
Macaskill, Lighthill, Back, RAF;  
Murdo Macleod, 14 Vatisker, RN. 

Back Rejoice
We congratulate the Back football 
team on their decisive victory in the 
league competition. Confounding the 
prophets of doom by their consist-
ently high standard of play through-
out the season, the Bacachs romped 
home with a 5-0 win over Point in 
the last match. It was for this side 
of Broadbay at any rate, a grand fin-
ish to a grand season, and we thank 
our team for many hours of good 
clean entertainment. Last year the 
Back Post Office window sported 
the Junior Cup - this year for the 
first time, it will show the Senior 
Cup.  May the window never lack for 
adornment in the shape of football 
trophies for many seasons to come!

Wedding Bells
A wedding of much local interest 
took place recently when Mary Jean, 
third daughter of Mr Angus and the 
late Mrs Murray, 21 Back, was mar-
ried to Angus, third son of Mr and 
Mrs Murdo Macleod, 32 Back. Rev 
Murdo Murray, Broadford, home on 
holiday in his native Tolsta, per-
formed the ceremony in Back Free 
Church. The bride was gowned in 
white figured taffeta with long veil 
held in place by a headdress of white 
feathers, and she made a charm-
ing picture as she stepped out into 
the August sunshine, to where a 
large crowd of well-wishers were 
waiting. She carried a bouquet of 
red roses and maidenhair fern. She 
was given away by her father, and 
Mrs Christina Ferguson, sister of 
the groom, was matron of honour. 
Dressed in pale green satin with a 
green feather headdress and shoulder 
veil, and carrying a bouquet of red 
and white carnations, she was assist-
ed by Bell Ann Murray, sister of the 
bride, as bridesmaid. Bell Ann chose 
a pretty lupin blue satin frock, with 
a headdress of flowers, and shoulder 

veil, and carried a bouquet of red 
roses. Donald R Murray, brother of 
the bride, was bestman. This was the 
first wedding in the district since the 
B.U.’s came into force but from the 
appearance of the well-laden tables, 
it looked as if it was the first wed-
ding held since the return of plenty! 
Many presents including a large sum 
of money as well as over eighty tel-
egrams were received by the young 
couple. We wish them every happi-
ness for the future. For going away, 
the bride wore a mustard coat with 
wine accessories.  

Another August bride was Miss 
Effie MacGregor, 54 Back, who was 
married to Mr Murdo Macleod, 16 
Laxay, Lochs, on the 2nd August, in 
the Church of Scotland, Stornoway.  
Rev Roderick Morrison performed 
the ceremony. The bride, who was 
given away by her father, was beau-
tifully dressed in white crepe, and 
her veil was gathered to her hair 
by a coronet of white feathers. She 
carried a bouquet of pink and white 
carnations with maidenhair fern. Her 
charming bridesmaids were her sis-
ter Bella, and her niece Nelly. Bella 
wore white taffeta  relieved by large 
red roses, with white headdress, and 
Nelly was dressed in pink satin, with 
a feather headdress to match. They 
carried bouquets of red and white 
carnations. For going away, the bride 
was dressed in a grey coat and bur-
gundy accessories. An enjoyable 
reception was held in Mac’s Imperial 
Restaurant at which over 60 guests 
were present. Many telegrams, most-
ly from the Back and Lochs districts 
were read, and a well attended dance 
followed in the Drill Hall. The best-
man was Mr Ian Maclean, cousin of 
the bridegroom. The bridegroom, for 
many years in the employ of Messrs 
Charles Morrison and now driving 
for Pool Petrol, is by reason of his 
work, a well-kent and popular figure 
throughout the island. The young 
couple are at the present staying in 
Back and we extend our heartiest 
congratulations to them both.Samaritans here 24/7 if you need to talk.

Free phone from landline or mobile 116123

Back in Time   September/
August 1946
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Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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This year, being much more cautious as to 
which summer bedding plants to choose, I 
opted for the hardy pansy. I purchased 160 
plugs, transferred them into pots and brought 
them on in the greenhouse, watching them 
as they came to into flower. Once they were 
planted out in the garden they were at the 
mercy of the elements and I was denied the 
beautiful display of multi-coloured heads I had 
envisaged.

Our Summers now seem to be following a 
distinctive pattern of heavy rain and cold 
winds. Regardless of the lack of sunshine and 
low temperatures 
this year, hedges 
and shrubs really 
thrived, produc-
ing excellent foli-
age. Most surpris-
ingly, this year also 
proved excellent 
for early potatoes. 
Having tried unsuc-
cessfully to train an 
ivy up a pergola, 
with the intention of 
creating a green blanket of foliage, I eventually gave 
up and opted for the faithful honeysuckle which, once 
established, seems unstoppable.

I planted a Victoria Plum tree two years ago, but so far 
there is no fruit. I understood when I bought it that it did 
not require another variety of plum as a pollinator.

Some time ago I purchased a packet of mixed bird 

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Summer Trials and Tribulations

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £32.40 to Laura Graham, 5 Catherine Hill, Coll, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £32.40
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

seed. I noticed one 
particular seed had 
begun to germinate, 
so I thought I would 
experiment by raking 
some into the ground. 
At the time of writing 
they are about a foot 
tall and hopefully, by 
next month's article I 
shall be able to report 
on whether or not they 
have flowered.

I noticed recently that 
there were two types 
of pests suddenly 

appearing in the garden that I had never 
seen before. The first is the Garden Snail, 
which has a shell and the other is the Black 
Striped Slug which can grow up to 5 
inches in length when fully extend-
ed. No doubt the wet climate 
enables these creatures 
to travel unhindered. I 
understand that the 

shell covered snail provides 
a favourite meal for the 
thrush.

From the 
Poileagan

Blue and Yellow Pansy

Garden Snail Please 
note 

a year's 
subscription 

will now be 10 
issues, due to July and  

December double issues.
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Pho
tography Competition Gallery
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Many thanks to all who 
entered our Photography 
Competition! We asked for 
a photograph that best 
represented the season of 

Summer and 

were 
delighted with 
all your entries! Our photos 
were sent to Innes Mackay 
Photography for judging, 
and he was very impressed 
at the quality of all submis-
sions.  

The winner of the competi-
tion is MAL MACLEOD, whose 
winning photograph you can 

see on the cover of this 
month’s Loch a Tuath News! 
Congratulations to Mal, who 
is the lucky winner of a £50 
restaurant voucher!  

Here is our gallery of some 
other entries we received, 
which are all fantastic! Well 
done, and thank you all for 
supporting Loch a Tuath News.

Ph
ot

ogr
aphy Competition GalleryPho

tography Competition Gallery

► By Iain 
Stewart

▲ By Carolyn Hudson

▼ By Paul Hudson

▲ By Kevin Murray
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1.'Bridy'
2. Taken in Rosemarkie 1948   
Back row: Katie Ann Geddy, Catriona Sheorais a’ 
Bhideanaich, Bella Maggie Thormod Eachain
Front row: Ishbel Geddy, Oighrig Anna Pheadean, Katie 
Alex an Uisdean, Jean Miller (local Girl) 

3

3. 'Diggle' and Ishbel Uilleam Dhomhnuill (Lighthill)
4. Back row: Neil Angus Uilleam Barrant, Uisdean Alex 
An Uisdean
Front row: Aonghas Sheumais a’ Gho, Angus Murdo 
Mackay, Mac Peigi a’ Bhideanaich (Glasgow)

1

2

4
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Material for publication in the OCTOBER issue of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in before MONDAY 19th SEPTEMBER 2016

◄

Back Row: Donald 
Macleod, Donald 
Murray, Donald Graham, 
Donald Macleod, Donald 
Macdonald

Front Row: Maureen 
Campbell, Sheila White, 
Kennag Mackay, Margaret 
Mary Cuthbert, Lilian 
Morrison

▲ It was Muhammed Ali who famously said “it’s not bragging if you can back it up”.
One would be forgiven then for accusing the Bacachs of rubbing it in a little when it comes to documenting the progress of their 
U-15 team. On Sat 13th August, the boys left Garrabost with the U-15 Lewis cup, having defeated their closest rivals Point, 7-3.  
Add to this, the Kemnay Cup, retained in July following a 3-0 victory over Aths, and a league run which sees them top the table 
having not lost a league fixture in 2 years. Theirs is a remarkable story and one in which we can all feel very proud.

Back U-15 Team

    50th 

Reunion
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