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Welcome to your October issue of the 
Loch a Tuath News! The nights are draw-
ing in and the weather is getting colder 
– the perfect time of year 
to curl up in front of the fire 
with your local magazine. At 
Taigh Gone we have been 
looking forward to October 
for two family weddings we 
are attending, and also we 
have two little people excit-
edly discussing fancy dress 
costumes for Halloween, 
there has even been talk of 
the “C” word………………….
Christmas!!  

In this month’s issue we have all your usual 
favourite features such as As na Bailtean, 
Old Pictures and Anns a’ Ghàrradh. We 
also have Colin Tucker's memories of 
summers spent working for Macbrayne's, 
an interview with Back's very own Carnival 

Queen Carol Maclean, and some pictures 
of the latest talking point in this neck of 
the woods – Transocean Winner!

We are still looking for a Back/Vatisker 
correspondent to join our Loch a Tuath 
team, so if you are interested please con-
tact one of the committee members – we 
would love to hear from you! We had two 
new faces at our last committee meet-
ing - Eilidh Macleod (Back) and Chirsty 
Graham (Coll) - who are both sixth year

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: latneditor2@outlook.com
By post: Taigh Gone, 27 Upper Coll, HS2 0LS

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible.  If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Fàilte

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 

Tong C
araidea
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students from the Nicolson 
Institute. We are very 
much looking forward 
to working with the next 
generation of Loch a 
Tuath News contributors!
Thank you once again for 

your continued support, and keep all 
your articles and pictures coming in!

Wishing you all a blessed October,

Melanie

Cover Photo: Courtesy of Impact Imagz

Bittersweet October.

The mellow, messy, leaf-kicking, perfect pause between

the opposing miseries of summer and winter.

Carol Bishop Hipps
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As NA 
BAilteAN

in the Gress Lodge and will be here for 
a year.

Leaving home
We say a fond farewell to Joe Macleod, 
middle son of Kenneth and Sandra 
(Dondy) Macleod who is going away to 
the Army College in Harrogate to join the 
Junior Paras. We hope all goes well for 
him and he enjoys his new career.

New Baby
Congratulations to Matthew and Linda 
Fairbairn, Crossbost, on the birth of their 
son Harry Mackenzie who was born on 
26th August 2016. A grandson for Richard 
and Catriona (Ghlen) and for Iain and 
Chrisann (Stornoway).

Get Well wishes
Our thoughts are with Murdag Sgaoisidh 
after her short spell in hospital and we 
hope it won’t be long till she is feeling well 
again.

toNg
Village Condolences
We extend our sincere condolences to 
Chris Bell Hamilton and her daughter Ruth 
following the recent loss of Chris's beloved 
husband Fred, at their home in Ullapool 
following a long illness. Chris Bell, formal-
ly from 7 Aird Tong, and Fred spent their 
early married life in Aird Tong. We also 
remember the immediate family including 
Fred’s mother and the extended family at 
this time.

Newcomers to the Village
We welcome Helen, Donald John 
MacMillan and their family to their newly 
refurbished home at 12 Aird Tong. We 
welcome Scott Finlayson and his family to 
their new home at 4 Milkinghill, also Emily 
and Steven Venus and their family to 21a 
Aird Tong. We trust that they are all enjoy-
ing Tong and that their children are settling 
well at Tong Primary School and nursery.

We welcome Erica and Derek Murray and 
their family to their new house at 4 Tong, 
although they aren’t newcomers to the 
village having spent a few months renting 
locally until they found their own house.

New Shop
Stitch in the Ditch recently opened its 
doors in the village. Apart 

BAck/VAtisker
Holiday Surprise
On September 1st, whilst on holiday with 
her daughter Cath in Inverness, Violet 
Macleod of Broadbay View was treated 
to a real surprise when her brother David 
walked in.  They had not seen one another 
for nine years - David, who is Violet's 
younger brother by five years, lives near 
Leeds and was brought up to Inverness 
by his daughter Susan and granddaughter 
Rebecca with husband Craig, who very 
kindly drove them there. This visit was 
kept a closely guarded secret and neither 
of them knew anything about it until the 
meeting. They had a wonderful weekend 
catching up and going out for a meal with 
other members of the family who live in 
Inverness.

coll
New Neighbours
We would like to welcome Simon & Liz 
Mackenzie,and family, to their new home 
at 53b Coll. We do hope they will be very 
happy there. It's the end of an era, it will 
no longer be called Tigh Iain a' Lally agus 
Katie.

In Hospital
We wish Jane Macleod, 42b Coll, (Sine 
Dàraidh), a good recovery after her oper-
ation. At the time of writing, Sine is still 
in the Western Isles Hospital but making 
good progress. We also wish Ian Angie 
Murray, 57 Coll, a good recovery after his 
fall in which he broke his shoulder. At the 
moment he is being lovingly cared for by 
his daughter Catherine Margaret and Sally 
at their home.

gress
Congratulations
Our best wishes are sent to Hector Murray 
on his engagement to Sarah Kirkman on 
3rd September. Sarah is from Kirriemuir 
and Hector is the youngest son of Donald 
and Catherine Rose Murray (13).

Welcome
We extend a warm welcome to Doctor 
Graham Fraser who is from Aberdeen 
and in his 3rd post graduate year in the 
Western Isles hospital where he is cover-
ing the out of hours shift in A&E. Graham 
is staying in the Keeper’s cottage 

from everything one would need for sew-
ing and crafts, they also serve coffee 
and home baking in their little cafe. We 
wish Mrs Helen Macmillan and her team, 
including her mum Mary, every success in 
this unique venture in our village. 

In Hospital
We were all very sorry to hear that Jim 
Hodgard had to be flown away to Glasgow 
following an accident. We wish to assure 
Jim that we wish him a complete recovery.

Special Birthday
We send our heartiest congratulates 
to Ann Macdonald, 13 Aird Tong who 
celebrated her 60th birthday on 9th of 
September. 

Upper coll
Diamond Wedding
George (Seòras a Pheel) and Peggy 
Maciver, formerly  of 15  Upper Coll   
and now living on Matheson Road in 
Stornoway, recently celebrated sixty years 
of marriage. They were married on 29 
August, 1956, in Back Free Church. Rev 
Murdo Macaulay officiated at the marriage 
ceremony. Seòras and Peggy celebrated 
this very special anniversary with family 
and friends at the home of their son, Iain 
and his wife Joan, in Stornoway.

We send the Diamond Couple our hearti-
est congratulations on reaching this amaz-
ing milestone, one which is not reached 
by many, and we wish them many more 
happy years together. (See the happy 
couple with some of their wed-
ding guests in Old 
Photos, p23)

Caraidean Fund Raising

Tong Caraidean wish to thank all 
those who contributed so generous-
ly towards their fund raising event 
on 20th August - all who donated 
hearty soups, delicious deserts and 
those who served and gave their 
time in the hall. Special thanks to 
Mrs Margaret Maciver for her most 
generous contribution.

Tong C
araidea

n
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Bailtean
► Ciorstaidh Mary 

Sheoidhean, 17 
Back, with daughter 
Christine (Dunnett), 

grand-daughter 
Gemma (Duncanson) 

and great grand-
daughter Sophia 

Iseabail Duncanson 
born 18 May 2016. 

(Back)

▲ 
David 
& Violet 

(Back)

Pictures,.

▼ The “Thomson” 
cousins when Flora {top 

left - pictured with Dolina, 
Mary Jessie, Marina, Mary 

and Nan) was home from 
Canada on holiday recently at 18 

Aird Tong, her family home.

A,.s na

◄ Happy 60th 
birthday to Anne 
Macdonald, Anne 
Uilleam Shandy, 
we send our best 
wishes to you

▼ Anne with a 
pal!

▲ George & Peggy 
Maciver 29 August 1956 

► Diamond Wedding 
Peggy & George Maciver

▼ George and Peggy Maciver with their 
family at their Diamond Wedding Celebration

Diamond
  W

edding

◄ Harry 
Mackenzie 

Fairbairn 
(Gress)
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Tong Caraidean held a tea party 
to celebrate Rev. Angus Alex 
and Helen's Golden Wedding 
Anniversary.

Also in the photo are Kenneth 
MacLennan and Nora MacDonald, 
who are two of the longest serving 

Plans have now been made for the first event in our cam-
paign for defibrillators for the area. The first event will be a 
Soup & Pudding Lunch in the Community Hut on Saturday 
8th October from 12md to 2pm. 

Initially we would hope to provide a defibrillator to be situ-
ated outside the Community hut where it can be accessed 
easily should it be needed at any time of day or night. The 
machines are provided by Lucky2Bhere who also provide 
training and the community will require to raise about £2000 
for each machine. These machines have already saved 
many lives and with the training available should be a 
real asset to our area.

This was one of the ideas which came for the sug-
gestion boxes in local businesses earlier in the 
summer and the Community Council are hopeful 
that with the support of the community this idea 
can be completed very soon. Anyone wishing to 
help should contact Carolyn at the pharmacy or 
use the Community Council email address back-
communitycouncil@hotmail.com.

A skip will be available  at the Community Hut on 
the same day , Saturday 8th October, from 10am

- 4pm. This is a good opportunity to clear the shed or 
garage before winter sets in and while there is no charge 
for this, a box will be available for donations which will go 
towards the Defibrillator fund.

Why not work up an appetite clearing out the garden then 
call in for Soup & Pudding before heading home and raise 
some money for a defibrillator for the area at 
the same time?

Back Community Council

Saturday 8th October – Community Hut, Back

Community Skip, 10am - 4pm
Donations welcomed  

Soup & Pudding Lunch, 12md – 2pm
To raise funds for a defibrillator for the community
£4.00  includes Tea/Coffee and cake

Any help much appreciated. Contact: Backcommunitycouncil@
hotmail.com

Community Skip and Soup & Pudding Lunch

Back Community Council

members of the Caraidean.

We extend belated congratulations to Rev. Angus 
Alex and Helen, who celebrated the event with their 
family during the summer.

Tong Caraidean - Golden Wedding

◄ Angus Alex and Helen's beautiful Golden Anniversary cake

▲ A lovely afternoon had by all
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In July, Carol Maclean, 12 Coll, had the honour of being 
crowned this year’s Carnival Queen, sharing duties 
with Carnival King, Charlie Nicolson. She now tells us 
how it all happened.

You had the honour of being Carnival Queen on 
Carnival Day in August 2016, Carol. How did this 
come about?

In April 2016 I decided to run the Stornoway Half 
Marathon to try and raise money 
for one of my dear friends, Mhairi 
Maciver, who is totally disabled 
after having had a stroke at the 
young age of thirty seven. 

Mhairi is the mum of three chil-
dren, two sons and a daughter, 
who are now aged thirteen, six-
teen and seventeen. She is now 
resident in Bethesda Care home 
where she needs 24 hour care, 
but her family and I would love 
nothing more than to see her 
back in her own home with her 
family and being able to see 
them last thing at night and first 
thing in the morning. This is why 
I ran the half marathon in May 
in order to get Mhairi that little 
bit closer to her dream, in raising funds to adapt her 
home for her needs. 

In July I was invited to attend the Carnival Ball, as I 
had been nominated to be in the running for Carnival 
Queen, along with two other lovely ladies and three 
gents who were nominated to be Carnival King. At 
the Ball we each had to tell the audience why we 
had been nominated, and after having to do a very 

nervous talk about my fundraising, myself and Charlie 
Nicolson where crowned as Carnival King and Queen, 
after a secret ballot at each table.

Can you describe how you felt?

I was totally overwhelmed, as the other contenders 
truly deserved the honour too.

Of course I was then straight on to the phone to my 
better half, Donald, who came straight up to see me, 
so I was quite bubbly and overcome when he came to 
see me! 

Then followed lots of pictures in the local papers and 
we also had a two page spread in the New magazine, 
a national publication which is a sister to the magazine 
Closer. It really was a busy and exciting time, further 
raising awareness of our fundraising for Mhairi. 

What was your Carnival Day experience like?

Well, that was such a wet day, and me in a frock and 
crown on a fliuch float! It was all such a giggle! After the 
very rainy parade and the judges had made their deci-
sions on the winning floats and fancy dress, I then had 
to present cheques to all the fantastic prize winners. 
It was a great day despite the horrendous weather 

conditions!

Have you had any other public duties to 
fulfil?

The next public event was in September, 
when I had the honour of being asked to 
open a musical event, Stramash, in the 
Castle Grounds. Stramash was celebrating 
its fifth year, and was marking the anniversa-
ry with a new marquee, which was why I was 
invited to perform the opening ceremony. 

Carol Maclean -

Mairi and her family, Kyle, Conner and Chloe with Carol and her 
son Lee, celebrating the Half Marathon success.

Queen Carol

Carol approaching the 
finishing line of the SY 

Marathon, bouquet in 
hand, for Mhairi



7

Stramash ran over a Friday and a Saturday and hosted lots of local 
bands and also well- known bands from the mainland!

Now, who knows what else they'll have me doing ! 

How much money have you managed to raise so far?

To date we have raised just over £14,000, with the help of other 
people doing some fundraising too. We can't thank them enough 
for their help but we still have a long way to go and we're hop-
ing that we can organise 
other events to raise more 
money. People have been 
so generous.

That is a fantastic 
achievement. How can 
people contribute to 
your fundraising, Carol?

If anyone wishes to donate 
I have a tin in The White 
Rooms hair salon where I 
work, on Bayhead Street! 
Every little helps to get 
Mhairi’s home adapted for 
her to be with her family in 
a family environment. 

Thank you, Carol, for shar-
ing all that with Loch a Tuath 
News readers, we wish you 
well in further fundraising 
and achieving your goal of 
getting Mhairi home.

Coll’s Carnival Queen

Donald congratulates his tearful 
Queen Carol, tired and emotional 

after been crowned!

Queen Carol and King Charlie

Sincere 
thanks to everyone who has 

generously supported the GIGA fourfold climb fundraiser. Well over 
£4,000 has been raised through local sponsorship and donations 
(£1,010 via JustGiving). The final total raised will be given once all 
donations have been 
counted and Gift Aid 
added.

Please continue to 
remember the mis-
sion work of God 
Is Good Africa - 
especially Kenny 
John and Ishbel in 

Uganda.

GIGA

The Annual General Meeting of the Back War Memorial 
committee will take place on Monday 24th October at 
8pm, in the Church Creche.

Officer bearers will be elected and arrangements will be 
made for the Remembrance Service on 13th November. 

New members welcome.

War Memorial 
2016
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Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams   ●   Spectacles   ●   Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                                 700808
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From the Manse

Life Explored

Perhaps some of our readers are familiar with Christianity 
Explored. Our congregation has run this engaging course 
over the past five years, allowing participants to think about 
the big questions of life, and to explore the life of the person 
at the heart of the Christian faith - Jesus Christ.

We are now going to begin a new course called Life 
Explored. This course helps people uncover what they’re 
really living for, and shows how, in Christ, God meets our 
deepest desire for happiness. 

Over seven sessions, Life Explored (not unlike Christianity 
Explored) enables us all to look for the answers to life’s big 
questions. We all want to be happy. Over the seven sessions 
we explore some of the ways we try to find that happiness, 
and ask the question, ‘Are we looking in the right place?’

The seven weeks are structured as follows:

Week 1: The Good God

Week 2: The Trustworthy God

Week 3: The Generous God

Week 4: The Liberating God

Week 5: The Fulfilling God

Week 6: The Life-Giving God

Week 7: The Joyful God

Each week we will - watch a short film; discuss a starter 
question; watch a second short film and explore a Bible pas-
sage together. In summary, Life Explored is an exposé of the 
little gods that promise us so much happiness, yet deliver so 
little. As it explores the Bible story (creation, fall, redemption, 
new creation), Life Explored shows how our deepest desires 
for happiness can only be satisfied in one person, Jesus 
Christ. The best gift God can give us is himself.

Life Explored is run by Christianity Explored Ministries. 
It was established in 2014 to help people love, live and 
tell the good news about 
Jesus Christ. CEM books 
and courses are used in 
over 100 countries, hav-
ing been translated into 
dozens of languages. See 
www.thegoodbook.co.uk.

Life Explored begins on 
Monday 31st October at 
8pm in the church hall.  
Everyone is welcome.

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during October 2016 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 2 October
11am:  Rev Alasdair Macaulay - Tain & Fearn
                                                        (Communion)       
6:30pm: Rev Alasdair Macaulay

Sunday 9 October
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
11am:  Rev Kenneth M Ferguson       (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 16 October
11am:  Rev Donald A Macdonald
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod     (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 23 October
11am:  Mr Iain R Morrison
11am:  Rev Donald A Macdonald    (Gaelic)
6pm:  Mr Iain R Morrison

Sunday 30 October
11am:  Rev Kenneth M Ferguson
11am:  Mr Iain A Mackinnon     (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Kenneth M Ferguson

Tong Mission House
Sunday 2 October
6:30pm:  Rev Donald A Macdonald

Sunday 9 October
6pm:    Mr Iain Mackinnon   
       (Gaelic)

Sunday 16 October
11am:  Mr Andrew Macleod

Sunday 23 October
6pm:   Mr Neil Murray
       (Gaelic)

October Service Times 
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This article was first published in Clyde Steamers, the 
journal of the Clyde River and Steamer Club and it is 
printed with the permission of 
the club.

‘There’s the Lochfyne – no, 
there’s no accommodation on 
her for you – or the Clansman 
or the Hebrides’  So ended 
my very brief interview at 44 
Robertson Street in Glasgow for 
a job as assistant purser with 
David MacBrayne. It was 1966, 
the third season of the car fer-
ries. I had to make a quick deci-
sion and mentally weighed up 
the pros and cons of the relative 
isolation of the Heb or shuttling 
back and forth between Mallaig 
and Skye. I opted for the former 
and so began over 1000 trips 
across the Minch.

Thus it was that I found myself on the train from Queen 
Street bound for Mallaig; it was a journey I got to know well 
over the next few years. Then it was on to the Clansman 
where comments were passed like ‘You’re surely not 
going to the Heb – oh well you might just survive!’ As I 
sat on the two-and-a-half hour bus journey through Skye 
I began to wonder what I had let myself in for. At last 
the bus breasted the hill at Uig and I could see the ferry 
lying at the end of the long narrow pier. I don’t remember 
anything about the first crossing, other than we ended 
up in Tarbert, where I was taken ashore to meet Monty, 
the harbourmaster. ‘We’d better have a dram to welcome 
you!’ I’d never drunk whisky before but I learned pretty 
quickly for there was only one glass, and as the visitor, I 
was presented with it, full to the brim of amber liquid, first. 
Clearly it had to be downed fast and the fiery spirit had me 
gasping. Welcome to MacBraynes and the Western Isles! 

I was soon into the routine of the ferry. Back and forth 
across the Minch, three round trips a day; Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays were Lochmaddy nights, with 
Tarbert on the alternate evenings, while the pattern was 
broken on Tuesdays and Thursdays when we did the 
direct Uist-Harris legs. The first sailing of the day left at 
0645 in those days; for some reason Alasdair the purser 
always did those runs, leaving me  time for a leisurely 
breakfast. After that we tended to alternate runs before 
finishing up together to cash up on the last crossing of the 
day. Otherwise it was only when traffic was really heavy 
that we were both in the office. In those days tickets were 
not sold ashore so we could be selling up to 50 or so car 
tickets and a few hundred passenger ones each cross-
ing. On quiet days it might be just a half dozen cars and a 
handful of passengers so it was really relaxing with plenty 
spare time.

The days were quite long though, for the final sailing was 

scheduled to arrive at 2200 and more often than not it 
was after that, and sometimes long after that, before we 

tied up. This was usually 
due to a combination of 
low tides, which meant 
more time spent raising 
and lowering the hoist, 
and being timetabled too 
short a turnaround; this 
was as little as 30 min-
utes  before the last run 
and if there were a lot of 
cars it could take over 
twice that time to unload 
and load. On other occa-
sions we were kept wait-
ing for the connecting 
bus, which in turn might 
have been delayed by a 
late train at Kyle. Eyes 
would be peeled to catch 
sight of the bus speed-
ing down the hill and all 

was ready to drop the gangway and cast off ropes as soon 
as the passengers had been hurried on board. 

There were times, too, when a phone call was enough 
to hold the ferry back. Two examples come to mind. The 
first was on a Saturday when we waited in Tarbert for an 
Allan’s lorry (regular travellers). The driver phoned from 
Stornoway to say he was just leaving there; would we 
hold for half an hour? The thought of driving the 37 miles 
of winding, single track, hilly road to Tarbert in anything 
less than an hour was to our minds impossible in a car let 
alone a lorry. But wait we did and some 40 minutes later 
we heard his brakes squealing as he shot on to the hoist. 
Had he not made the ferry he would have had to stay on 
the island until the following Monday so he was extremely 
grateful to get home that night. The second time word 
came through to us that Fergie Macdonald had phoned 
from Portree to say that he and his band were running 
late and would we hold the ferry for them. As they were 
playing at the dance in Lochmaddy that night we could not 
go without them and it followed that of course we did not 
have to pay to get into the dance! The band was so good 
that a couple of nights later when they were playing in 
Ness at the north end of Lewis someone decided that we 
should go and hear them there. This to me was the most 
harebrained scheme yet (and there were a few of them 
on board). It first involved finding a car to hire in Tarbert 
at half-past-ten at night; this accomplished we then drove 
something like 60 miles to Ness for the dance, ended up 
in a bothan (an illegal drinking den)  and were lucky to be 
back before sailing time in the morning. There were a few 
sore heads on board that day.

There were other occasions when we did not keep our 
schedule. One morning I was wakened by Alasdair 
shouting to me ‘Get up and come and see this!’ Curiosity 
aroused I was quickly up on to the bridge trying to work 

Memories of Summers

Looking back across the Minch

Part 1 The Hebrides 1966
By Colin Tucker
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out where we were; it was certainly not halfway across the 
Minch which is where we should have been. I found out we 
had diverted to the Sound of Harris to answer a distress 
call. Ahead of us, and soundly stuck stern first on rocks, 
was the Stassa, a Scandinavian timber carrier. The skipper 
edged the ship ever nearer and we were soon discussing 
how much salvage money we would get when we pulled 
her off! Alas no riches were forthcoming and we ended up 
just taking her sorry crew aboard, leaving the poor ship too 
languish on the rocks. We later found out there were new 
sheds and henhouses going up all over the island – more 
of a ‘Timber Galore’ than the whisky one. Later in the year 
we were really delayed, being stormbound at Uig for over 
24 hours. It was not actually peaceful, for Uig is not the 
most sheltered of piers and the Hebrides was tugging at 
her moorings as wind and waves lashed us. Some of the 
crew went off to Portree, in another Allan’s lorry which was 
waiting to cross, while those of us staying on board whiled 
away the time quite happily. Most of the passengers did 
the same but I do remember having to appease Lord ----
-- who virtually insisted that the skipper should sail just to 
get him across for his shooting and fishing. He was soon 
put in his place.

There were also peaceful days and on many a balmy sum-
mer evening Alasdair and I would repair with a radio to the 
little gangway opening and listen to the Scottish dance 
music. To this day when I hear certain tunes it still reminds 
of those times. At about quarter to seven the programme 
was always interrupted by the daily call from the Loch 
Seaforth; it was always a similar message, about how late 
she was, and how many cars and livestock she was car-
rying. As it was VHF we could only hear one side of the 
conversation so we never got to hear our reply.   

Alasdair, or Aldie as he was known, was very easy to get 
on with, as were all the crew. I didn’t see all that much 
of the skipper, Jimmy Hodgson, who was a long-serving 
MacBraynes man. He kept himself to the bridge for the 
most part but I do remember he was a great football man. 
When the world cup was on there was no TV reception in 
Uig Bay so we would miss half the games when tied up 
there. To try and improve matters he appeared one day 
marching down from his house in Tarbert with the aerial off 
his house; that evening when 
tied up at Uig he was seen up 
above the wheelhouse fixing 
up the aerial, but it made no 
difference to the picture so 
we always seemed to get 
away sharp if there was a 
game on. I don’t remember 
many of the others but there 
was Johnny Hamilton, the 
3rd engineer, who became a 
good friend, Kenny Chippy (I 
forget his real name but he 
was always called that) and 
Donny Kemp the second 
steward. Donny had a slight 
speech impediment and we 
used to chant along with 
his tannoy announcement, 
always the exact same, of 

‘the cafeteria ith now open for the thale of teath, coffeeth, 
light thnackth, et-thetera’.

It was also good to watch the expert handling of the ship. 
There were no bow thrusts in those days but even on a 
windy day Jimmy Hodgson seemed to have no trouble 
sliding his ship alongside the exposed pier at Uig, while he 
was able to judge beautifully just when to put the engines 
ahead when turning in the narrow space of water at low 
tide at Tarbert – you felt you could almost lean over and 
touch the rocky shore from the stern so good was his 
judgement. Watching the sailors loading the hoist was also 
fascinating – they knew just where to place cars on the 
turntables, just how much effort to put into turning them, 
while long lorries would be carefully positioned to get their 
full length across the hoist. Below decks cars were waved 
into position to allow maximum capacity – often there was 
little room for the occupants to squeeze out. Apparently on 
her first season they managed to pack in 54 cars, actually 
lifting some into corners of the car deck that some drivers 
had to spend the entire voyage in their cars. That may be 
one of the many apocryphal tales but certainly there were 
few occasions when anyone was left behind.

The late finishes meant that we did not get much time 
ashore in the evenings. Friday nights were usually dance 
nights, but they didn’t start until about eleven and went 
on until three or four in the morning, meaning that on 
Saturdays the younger members of the crew were often 
looking a bit the worse for wear. The only real time off was 
on Sundays when we lay alongside at Tarbert. There was 
little to do as all the shops were shut so very often the day 
passed with a long lie, sometimes almost until lunch, and 
then if the weather was good we would go for a walk. If we 
went towards West Loch Tarbert then we might call in for 
high tea at the Harris Hotel for a change of menu, and of 
course the bar would be open for us. If the weather was 
bad, and some Sundays the rain poured down over the 
barren, rocky, hillside above Tarbert, we would just sit in 
the mess and watch TV. ‘It’s a knockout’ had just started 
and we used to enjoy the slapstick antics of the competi-
tors. The daftest thing we did was to hire a car and go to 
Stornoway for a game of golf – we had no clubs, which 
didn’t matter as the course is shut on a Sunday.

And so the summer 
passed. By September 
traffic was lighter and 
other than the length of 
the working day there 
was little need for two 
pursers. Eventually my 
bag was packed and rath-
er reluctantly farewells 
were made. I wondered if 
it would be the end of my 
seafaring career. 

Join us for Part 2 of 
‘Memories of Summers 
Spent Working on 
Macbrayne’s Steamers’ 
in the November issue of 
Loch a Tuath News.Hebrides at Uig 1966

Spent Working on MacBrayne’s Steamers
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Some pictures taken of 
the latest local talking 
point – Transocean Winner 
– currently anchored at 
Broadbay!

◄ Transocean Winner at 
Broadbay, picture taken by 
Jonathan Maclean

▼ Picture by Magz Macleod 
at Impact Imagz

T r an socea
n 

Winner!

▲ Congratulations to Andrew & Fiona Maciver, 36  Gress

Congratulations!
The Macleod family 
of 34 Gress recently 
had the pleasure of 
attending the wed-
ding of Christine's 
daughter Gillian 
(granddaughter of 
the late Norman and 
Catriona Macleod) 
to Mr Jonathan Flett 
from Aberdeen. The 
wedding took place 
on August 27th at 
Achnagairn House 
outside Inverness. 

The new Mr and Mrs Jonathan Flett with the bride's extended family (34 Gress)

▼ Gillian and Jonathan Flett

Wedding
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It is time for the annual Shoe Box Appeal.  This is a worthwhile and 
very much appreciated cause. We have so much and receive so 
many gifts at Christmas but to many of those who receive Shoe 
Boxes this is the only gift that they will receive all year.  Even the 
wrapped box when emptied is treasured and used in the home. 

Please donate a Shoe Box this year.  If you are unable to fill a Shoe 
Box but wish to contribute there will be a box in the Back Church Hall 
where you can deposit items which can be added to Shoe Boxes. 
Please note no Talcum Powder this year.

Back Pharmacy have a wide selection of toiletries, hats and gloves 
suitable for Shoe Boxes and have prewrapped boxes available for 
a small donation, this donation is then used to provide a Christmas 
dinner for the homeless. 

Leaflets will be available at Gordon Diesels, Back Pharmacy, Back 
Free Church and will be distributed through the schools.  

Sgoil a’ Bhac, Tong School, and Back Pharmacy have agreed to 
act as collection points for the Shoe Boxes.  Shoe Boxes should 
be at the collection points by Tuesday 1st November 2016. If you 
have prepared a Shoe Box but are unable to deliver to a collection 
point please contact Isabelle on 07786845916 and The Moldova 
Support Group will arrange collection of your Shoe Box.

22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service
A D V I C E
YOU CAN
T R U S T

Blythswood Shoebox Appeal

STRESSED OUT
by your TAX Return?

VAT man giving you problems?

We can help remove the burden of managing 
your account without it costing the earth. We 
offer a professional service to individuals, sole 
traders, CIS, partnerships, small and medium 
sized businesses and Limited Companies at 
affordable prices to suit your budget.

Our broad range of services include

● Bookkeeping to Trial Balance using computerised 
Accountancy Systems with a Wide Range of Reports

● Final Accounts prepared and Tax Returns filed 
online for Individuals, Sole Traders and Partnerships

● Draft Final Accounts prepared for Limited 
Companies

● Independent Examiner for Clubs, Charities and 
Not-For-Profit Organisations

● Payroll, employee records, pensions and full sub-
mission of year end forms

● Invoicing and emailing your customers

● Preparation and filing of business VAT returns
● Preparation of individual VAT claims for new 
builds

Contact Solena MacLeod MICB CB Dip PM Dip

T/A Mrs Macs Books

Kearnaval, 10 Tong, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0HS

Telephone: 01851 700193

Mobile: 07791 124520

Email: mrsmacsbooks@aol.com

Web: www.mrsmacbooks.com

Congratulations!
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First Minister’s Reading 
Challenge

We are participating in the First 
Minister’s Reading Challenge 
this session. This project aims 
to make reading fun for chil-
dren. We hope that through our 
participation in this challenge 
that we will create and embed 
a reading culture in the school 
and celebrate pupils’ individual 
reading journeys. Each child will 
keep track of their reading jour-
ney in their own personal read-
ing passports.

September Achievers

Congratulations to our September Achievers. These certifi-
cates are award-
ed for a range 
of achievements 
throughout the 
year.

Sgoil a’ Bhac

▲ Launching the First 
Minister's Reading 

Challenge

September Achievers

  Nursery 
Children

Pupils from 
EP3-5 have been busy learn-

ing about the history of the Olympic Games 
and Ancient Greece.

The children enjoyed 
taking part in a variety of 
art and craft activities as 
part of their learning.

They also delivered some 
very impressive indi-
vidual class talks about 
Olympic Host countries.

Olympic Gam

es
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Pupil Council

Sgoil a’ Bhac staff and pupils are busy organising a 
Health and Wellbeing Week that will run from Monday 
10th October to Thursday 13th October 2016. Learning 
will be planned to enable our children to develop and 
maintain healthy bodies and minds.  

Do you have skills and knowledge that you could share 
with our pupils? Are you available between 10th and 13th 
October? We would love to hear from you. Tel: 820 230

Here is the new pupil council 
Back Row: Bella Wilson GP5, Kitty Maciver GP7, Louise 
Maciver EP7, Amy Wilson EP7.

Second Row: Aaron Davis EP3, Daniel MacLeod GP6, 
Warren Gillies GP5.

Front: Oscar Sobul EP5

On the 13th of September EP5/6/7 celebrated Roald 
Dahl’s 100th Birthday. We celebrated by having an open 
evening for our parents. 

In preparation for our evening, we had four differ-
ent Roald Dahl reading groups, we all focused 
on four different books; Danny the Champion 
of the World, Esio Trot, The Magic Finger and 
Charlie and the Great Glass Elevator. 

Each group had a scrap book to design and 
write about their book.  Every week everyone 
had a job.  They were, Artful Artist, Passage 
Picker, Word Wizard, Summariser, Connector 
and the Discussion Director. 

Every group got to make a Revolting Recipe for 
our parents.  We made Frobscottle, Oompa Loompa 
Kebabs, Mr Twit’s Beard Cakes and Snozzcumber 
Sandwiches.

Some pupils had prepared a Roald Dahl presentation 

and we showed what we had learnt 
about the author.  When it was 

finished, Kyla and Jocelyn 
were ready to announce 

the questions for the quiz. 
After the quiz, it was 
time for tea and coffee 
and for our parents to 
try our food that we 
made during the day.

When the evening 
1came to an end, we 

were all glad to say 
that it was a very suc-

cessful night for EP5/6/7 
and Mrs Murray. We 

enjoyed learning about Roald 
Dahl and studying his books.

By Talia Graham and Ellen McMurdo

Roald Dahl
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Roving Reporters
The Roving Reporters are pupils from P4-P7 who have 
volunteered to record all the news from Tong School. 
The latest news has been brought to readers by: 
Sarah, Naomi, Ajay, Christopher, Gregor, Edith, 
Freya and Grace. 

Nursery News
Both nurseries have been “bitten” by the 
book bug recently! Jessie delivered a book 
bug session in the English nursery and 
younger brothers and sisters were invited 
along to hear a story.  Mairi and Iona visited 
the Sgoil Àraich to read a story in Gaelic. 
Keep reading!

Both nurseries have been finding out about 
people who help us.  We have included a 
picture of a fantastic fire engine from the Sgoil 
Àraich. 

The Nursery children have P6/7 buddies to help them 
on a weekly basis.  A large number of pupils from Miss 
Flett’s class have volunteered to help their younger friends 
by reading stories and developing ICT skills on laptop 
computers.  The older children always receive a warm 
welcome and both groups of children view this as a high-
light of their week.  It is particularly commendable as P6/7 
go along to the Nursery during their morning break. 

Gardening Update
This year the gardening team are determined to have 
another successful year. We have harvested a healthy 
crop of potatoes, carrots, beetroot and grapes.  Now we 
are busy weeding to prepare the garden for Autumn and 
Winter. We have also been busy trying to finish weed-
ing both poly tunnels so they are in top condition for the 
winter months. Mrs Cheesman kindly holds gardening 
clubs during lunch break on Wednesdays and after 
school on Thursdays. We would like to say a big thank 
you to Mrs Cheesman who continually puts in a great 
effort towards keeping the garden and the outside of 
the school as tidy as can be. We always enjoy our time 
outside and are looking forward to a busy gardening 
year ahead.

Rally Car Surprise Visit 
On Friday 19th August, Tong 
school pupils got a surprise 
visit from Donald Riddell and 
Chris Mackenzie.  Donald is 
a rally car driver and Chris is 
a steward at Rally Hebrides. 
Donald had taken his rally 
car to the school and there 

was great excitement as 
the car zoomed into the play-

ground.  Rally Hebrides was to 
be held the following day so we 

got an early preview of one of the cars.  
All the classes got to go into the car and see 

what is like to be a rally car driver. Everybody got a rally 
car poster. The rally car had lots of advertisements on the 
side of the vehicle. When you go inside there is a roll cage 
to stop it from squashing when it rolls. The bonnet and fin 
are made of carbon fibre which makes it look really cool. 
The back of the car was completely full with metal bars so 
no one could go inside. Donald Riddell is a former pupil of 
Tong school and he took a tour around the school to see 
how it has changed over the years. We would like to thank 
Donald and Chris for a fantastic Friday surprise.

Pupil Council for 2016/17
 The Pupil Council is a chance for pupils to get their 
voices heard by suggesting things to bring up at 
meetings. We have voted for this year’s pupil coun-
cil members from each class. The Gaelic Medium 
class representatives are Lylya Maciver and Jamie 
Lynne McCulloch (P1).  The P1/2 representatives are 
Ayla Macleod (P1) and Josh Macdonald (P2).  The 
P3/4 members are Jayden Pidcock (P3) and David 
Finlayson (P4). In P4/5 they have Ruby Macmillan 

Tong School

Welcome to Rosie.  
Photograph taken by 

Martin, P4

▼ Carrots and beetroot grown in the school garden
Donald Riddell shows his rally car to P6+7
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(P5) and Leon Ferguson (P5). In P6/7 it is Daniel James 
Macdonald (P6) and Cailean Macdonald (P7). Everybody 
who wanted to be considered for the position filled out 
a manifesto explaining what they would do if they were 
elected. 

Cailean described his main skills and qualities:

1. I show kindness to all
2. I am trustworthy and honest
3. I am helpful to younger pupils
4. I will always lead by example

Welcome to Rosie
We give a warm welcome 
to Miss Rosie Cox, our new 
dining room supervisor. We 
hope Rosie enjoys her time 
at Tong School. 

Bag Packing Success
On the 3rd September we 
held a bag packing fundrais-
er for the school. We would 
love to give our thanks to 
all the parents who gave up 

their time to pack shopping for customers; 
your help was really appreciated! A great total of £890 was 
raised for the school funds and at the start of a school year 
this is a great boost. Thank you to all

After School Clubs
The children have enjoyed Art, Sports, Drama and 
Gardening clubs recently.  We have included some 
photographs from the P1-3 Art club. 

Unihoc Competition
Three teams entered a recent unihoc competition and all 
played very well.Two teams got through to the finals in the 

Sports Festival competition:  Tong Stars 
and Tong Legends. We wish 
them well for the next round.

Stitch in the Ditch Shop
Staff and pupils wish Mary 
and Helen every success 
with their new venture. Mary 
was a cook in Tong school for 
many years and her delicious 
baking can be sampled in the 
shop. The shop is situated 
across from the school. 

Fabulous fish at our excellent 
Art Club!

▼ + ► Fire engine to the 
rescue! ▼ Nursery and P6+7 buddies
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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called “YouVersion” which will let you read the 
bible (and the Psalms) even when not con-
nected to the internet. (I’ve been using my own 
Android tablet in church successfully for a few 
weeks now, so I know it works.)

In the future the SBS plan to release a stan-
dalone Gaelic app for Android and Apple 
devices (as they’ve already done for Welsh) 
and I hope that a Kindle/eBook version will 
appear soon too.

Whys and wherefores

Having the Gaelic Bible as a digital text offers 
many benefits:

• it’s out-of-print so other than buying an 
increasingly rare and expensive second-hand 
edition, this is the only way to get a new copy
• the text size can be increased, making read-
ing easier for those who are beginning to find 
small print something of a challenge
• text can be easily copied and pasted (useful 
for orders of service and projectors/big screen 
displays of psalms)
• you can search the text for a specific word 
or term and easily find all the places it occurs 

There is one other huge benefit. Many people 
who can speak and read “everyday” Gaelic 
struggle with the vocabulary of the Gaelic 
bible, both because it is more than 200 years 
old and also because it uses “technical” terms 
(like “justification” and “providence”) that don’t 
form part of our usual conversational Gaelic 
anymore. But with the YouVersion app (and the 
online website) it is possible to flick backwards 
and forwards between the same chapter in 
English and Gaelic. The website even allows 
you to view two translations in parallel, like the 
old-style Gaelic-English New Testwament (but 
for the entire Bible). 

Who is this for?

From a purely secular perspective, the 
Gaelic Bible is a touchstone of huge cultural 

In a country like Scotland 
we are used to the easy availability of bibles in a dizzy variety of 
translations, but it may be a surprise to you to know that the Gaelic 
Bible (Am Bìoball Gàidhlig) has been effectively out-of-print since 
1992. The laws of supply and demand were one reason for this, but 
a more serious obstacle was that no usable digital text of the entire 
bible existed anywhere.

Book to bytes

A group of about a dozen volunteers decided to do something about 
this in August 2014 - including three from Sgìre a’ Bhac: Rev KM 
Ferguson (mac Dhòmhnaill Ghoidy, Fairfield, 22 Back), Mr Angus 
Morrison (mac Sheòrais Thuigs, 14 New Street) and myself.

A copy of a 1992 Gaelic Bible was scanned professionally (a pro-
cess known as OCR). This gave us a text file of all 1,503 pages of 
the original text.

If you scan an English text you will get on average one error in every 
1,000 words. In a Gaelic text this error percentage is much higher 
(accents make things trickier for one thing, and an OCR scanner 
used to English texts is not familiar with Gaelic spelling).

To approach this mammoth proofing task we set up a website ena-
bling the scanned text to be compared to a photograph of the same 
page from the printed bible. 

Each page was proofed by two volunteers before being marked as 
“complete”.

This process began in December 2014 and was completed a year 
later. The entire text was then “glued” together and sent off to the 
Scottish Bible Society (SBS) who own the copyright to it. They have 
sophisticated software specifically designed to work with bible trans-
lations, and we ran our text through this, correcting more errors and 
typos. 

Finally, by July 2016, the Gaelic Bible e-text was available online, 
taking its place amongst the hundreds of other translations the 
United Bible Societies maintain.

Where can I find it?
The Gaelic Bible is online at www.bible.com and if you have an 
Android tablet, an iPhone or an iPad you can download a free app 

Gaelic Bible Goes Digital



20

Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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significance, full of powerful and richly expres-
sive language. Gaelic learners and native 
speakers alike can enrich their language by 
diving into it, and I hope this project will make 
that easier.

For those who have grown up reading Am 
Bìoball, who have heard many sermons 
preached from it, who have found incalculable 
blessings in it, I hope this e-text will offer a new 
way to enjoy its timeless message.

We’re lucky enough in Back to be one of the 
last places in the country to have a weekly 
Sunday morning Gaelic service. I could be 
quite wrong, but it seems at least possible that 
if you believe in a God who is infinite, one of 

the blessings He might have brought out of the curse of Babel is that 
each language and culture might bring something subtly new - not 
better or worse, but merely a different facet - to His worship. If that’s 
so, then I hope this e-text might do its small part towards preserving 
our part of that heritage a wee while longer.

An dèidh seo dh'amhairc mi, agus, feuch, sluagh mòr nach robh 
neach sam bith comasach air àireamh, de na h‑uile chinnich, 
agus threubhan, agus shlòigh, agus theangaidhean, nan seasamh an 
làthair na rìgh‑chathrach, agus an làthair an Uain, air an sgead‑
achadh le trusganan fada geala, agus pailm aca nan làmhan, After 
this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, 
stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, and palms in their hands;

Donald I Macdonald
(mac Christine Dhòmhnaill Ghoidy, Aileanta, 28 Back)

the garlic does not start to burn. 

In a separate frying pan, heat some more 
oil and butter.  

Tip the diced venison into a plastic freezer 
bag along with the seasoned flour and 
shake the bag to evenly coat the meat.  

Fry the venison in batches over a high 
heat, stirring occasionally until it is all well 
browned. As each batch is cooked, spoon 
the meat into the casserole with the veg-
etables. Continue this until all the meat is 
browned. Stir the vegetables and diced 
venison until evenly distributed in the cas-
serole. Tuck in a couple of bayleaves and a 
cinnamon stick.

Add the redcurrant jelly to the frying pan 
used to brown the meat along with a cup of 
cider. Bring to the boil, scraping up all the 
bits that may have stuck to the bottom of 
the pan. Pour in the remaining stock along 
with the balsamic vinegar and thyme. Bring 
to the boil and allow to bubble for a minute 
or two until it starts to thicken slightly.

Tuck a couple of bayleaves in with the veg-
etables and venison.

Pour the sauce into the casserole, give the 
whole dish a stir and then top it with a sheet 
of greaseproof paper before putting the lid 
on the dish.

Place in the centre of the preheated oven 
and cook for 3 – 4 hours or until the venison 
is meltingly tender.  

Now comes the clever bit. Strain the stock 
off the casserole into a pan and bring to a 
gentle simmer.

Add the blueberries and chestnuts and 
cook for 4 or 5 minutes until you have a 
rich, aromatic sauce. Check the seasoning.  
Add the remaining cider bit by bit to thin the 
sauce if it is a bit too thick. When you’re 
happy with your sauce, pour it back into the 
casserole and stir well.

Serve with creamy mashed potato and a 
braised red cabbage.

Bon appetit!

Autumn is upon us, with the nights 
drawing in and temperatures becom-
ing decidedly chilly. It is the time of 
year for warm and comforting food. 
With the hedgerows full of berry fruits 
and venison in season, what bet-
ter way to cook it than this slow 
braised casserole, served with creamy 
mashed potato and braised red cab-
bage.

2lbs shoulder of venison, diced
Olive oil and butter, for browning
Plain, seasoned flour for dusting.  
2 carrots, diced
1 parsnip, diced
1 large sweet potato, diced
2 onions, roughly chopped
1 sticks of celery, roughly chopped
2 cloves garlic, peeled and finely 
chopped
2 tbsp redcurrant jelly 
1 small can of mixed fruit cider
A dash of balsamic vinegar 
1 pint rich beef stock
2 sprigs thyme
1 bay leaf
1 cinnamon stick
I punnet of blueberries
1 cup of roasted peeled chestnuts 
(available vacuum packed in most 
supermarkets and delis)

Heat oven to Gas Mark 2 or equivalent.

Melt the butter and oil in a large, heavy 
based casserole dish.

Add the onions and sauté for 4 – 5 min-
utes until they turn translucent.  

Add the remaining vegetables and 
sauté for 3 minutes. Tip in the garlic 
and stir for a further minute. Watch that 

Oisean a' Chòcaire
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Do you need help with your tax return?
Murray Mackay is the only Chartered Tax Advisor in 
practice in the Western Isles - the highest level tax 
qualification in the UK.

Murray is therefore best placed to prepare your tax 
return to ensure all possible tax reliefs and deduc-
tions are claimed - thereby keeping your tax liability 
to an absolute minimum.

Murray is also able to meet your other business 
needs - whether it be accounts, book-keeping, VAT 
returns or corporation tax.

Specialist tax services also provided.

For more information contact Murray Mackay
Tax Solutions Scotland Limited (Chartered Tax Advisers)

www.taxsolutionsscotland.co.uk / 07793 535 227
murray@taxsolutionsscotland.co.uk

MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING
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1. Bridal Party - George (Seoras a' Pheel) and Maggie 
Mary Maciver with friends and family at their wedding 
on 29 August 1956.

2. Catriona Darraidh, Kennag Choinnich Thormoid, 
Bunty.

3. Georgina Gunn, Margaret Ann Macaskill, Dollag 
Stewart, Katie Mary Macleod, Katie Mary Maciver.

4. Taken in PoW camp in Germany - Geddy, 48 
Back, John Campbell, Upper Coll, Domnhallan Bhain, 
Gearraidh Ghuirm, George MacAskill, Lighthill

5. Back Row: Milo, Katie Mary a Lally
Front row: Angusina a Lally, Mairead Anna, Sheoras a 
Bhideanaich and Angusina's friend from Stornoway.

1

2

3

5 4
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Football

The football season has just 
finished and again the Blues ended 
in the wrong end of the league. An 
improvement on last year though 
nevertheless, as some of the games 
were pretty even, but alas a lack 
of concentration and other factors 
played a part in the final outcome.
Over a season refereeing decisions 
play a part in the result of games, 
but in general you gain on the swings 
and lose on the roundabout - and that 
goes for all the clubs. 

One aspect of the Blues is that they 
try to play players from their own 
areas, and will continue to do so in 
the future.

I went to see the talented U15s team 
play, and was very impressed with 
the skill and know-how that they 
demonstrated in showing how the 
game of football should be played, 

and that augurs well for the future of 
the football club.

Thanks must be extended to the 
coaches for their efforts over the 
years, but one individual who 
deserves a lot of credit is Chris 
Martin, who has been 
involved in coaching the 
youngsters for many 
years now. I remember 
Willie Macdonald, a for-
mer development club 
coach, saying that he 
had the best squad of 
players he had ever wit-
nessed. Those are the 
players that have domi-
nated the younger age 
groups over the last 
number of years, and 
hope that they could 
be the foundation for a 
winning generation.

Bowls

The Ivor Ferguson bowling competi-
tion was held on Saturday the 27th of 
August, this competition saw a Back, 
Bernera & Breasclete triples squad 
against Stornoway's triples contingent. 

The outcome of the competition was 
Stornoway winning by a 32 shot mar-
gin, but that was to be expected as 
they are familiar with the outdoor 
green. One consolation for the 3Bs 
was that one of the triples teams beat 
their Stornoway compatriots.

It was a most enjoyable Saturday 
afternoon for all especially as Ivor 
was able to be there to present the 
cup. We will get our revenge on the 
indoor carpets in Upper Coll when the 
new indoor bowling season starts!

Football     

      Notes

The winning triple from the 3Bs - John Macaskill, 
Campbell Mackenzie and Ian Macleod

U15s win the league to take the treble.
Pictured are the Back FC U15s following the presentation of the League Cup. 25th August saw Back U-15 
league win over United brought the season to a close , and so too, a run which saw the boys remain 
unbeaten in 2 years.

The team are pictured with the league trophy, Kemnay Cup and the U15 Cup.

U15s Take the Treble
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September saw the first meet-
ing of our new Darts Youth 
Academy. The club meets on 
Thursdays from 6.30-7.30 and 
is open to young people aged 
9-18. So far we have 10 young 
people signed up, but new 
members are always welcome 
so don’t worry if you’ve missed 
it until now. We have 4 new 
dart boards and some sea-
soned players keen to share 
their skills and encourage a 
future generation of players.

We have two family events 
planned for October, on Friday 
7th we will be hosting our first 
family quiz night. There will be 
questions aimed at all ages so 
bring the whole family. It costs 
just £10 a team for up to 4 
adults and as many children as 
you like. There will be prizes, 
refreshments and a raffle in aid 
of Bethesda.

And on Friday 14th October 
we will be hosting a Macmillan 
Coffee Morning as part of one 
of our Family Fun Sessions. 
The centre will be open from 
10.30-2 for all the usual activi-
ties including a treasure hunt 
and a bouncy castle. All pro-
ceeds from the coffee morning 
will go to Macmillan Cancer 
Support, so why not pop in for 
a cuppa on your way to town. 
Anyone wishing to donate bak-
ing for the coffee morning or 
volunteer to help serve the teas 

should contact Terri on 820745.

Linedancing will be on holiday 
during October but will be run-
ning a special offer of 7 weeks 
for £15 from 1st Nov – 13th 
December. The class runs from 
7-8.30pm and costs just £15 
for the 7 week block. The first 
week will be a catch up session 
to enable anyone new to the 
group to learn the basics and 
as a refresher for any who've 
missed a few classes or just 
struggle to remember like me.

Thanks to Cycle Scotland 
Cycle Friendly and Sustainable 
Communities Fund we will 
shortly be taking delivery of a 
set of new balance bikes for 
our new Rainy Day Bike Club 
which will start on Thurs 27th 
October 1-3pm. 

The new parent and toddler 
group for pre-schoolers, is 
designed to let the little ones 
burn off some energy and prac-
tice their bike skills away from 
the winter weather. 

Balance bikes suitable for ages 
18mth – 5yrs will be available 
along with refreshments for 
mum or dad.

Looking for a new indoor hobby 
for over the winter? Why not 
try indoor bowls at one of our 
Beginners Indoor Bowls ses-
sions. To start off with we are 
offer 2 FREE sessions for 

people to come and have a go. Members of the local club will be 
on hand to give tips and advice, you do not need any equipment 
or experience. Thursday 27th October and 3rd November 6.30-
7.30pm

Finally we have another chance to brush up your photography 
skills coming soon. Sadly we were unable to get quite enough peo-
ple to run our photography course in June and we are hoping that 
an autumn class might be more appealing. The six week course, 
will run on a Thursday night from 6-8pm starting on 3rd November.  
The course will cover camera fundamentals, exposure and light, 
creative use of camera controls, compositional techniques and 
basic photo editing.  For full course details and requirements, visit 
www.58northphotography.com/workshops or contact Rachel 
on 07732 737007.

Dates for your diary: full details can be found on our website or 
sign up for our new what’s on email and get details delivered to 
your inbox each month. Visit www.backfrc.org.uk for more infor-
mation or to sign up. 

Family Quiz Night - Friday 7th Oct, 7pm, £10 a team 

Family Fun and Macmillan Coffee Morning - Friday 14th 
October, 10.30am - 2pm

Book Club - Wednesday 26th October, £2.50

Bowling for Beginners - Thursday 27th October and 3rd 
November, 6.30 - 7.30pm, FREE

Rainy Day Bike Club - Starts Thurs 27th October, 1-3pm 

Photography Classes - 6 week course starts Thursday 3rd 
November, 6-8pm

Keep Fit  - Mondays, 7pm, £4 (please check dates on our web-
site or call Terri)

Line Dancing - Tuesdays 1st Nov to 13th Dec, 7 - 8.30pm, £15 
for the block

Island Archers - Wednesdays, 7-9pm, £5 adult, £2 junior 
(www.islandarchers.org)

Youth Darts Academy - Thursdays, 6.30 - 7.30pm

Lunchtime Walk Club - Fridays Midday walk - free, soup - £1.50

Back Football and Recreation Club - What’s on in October

Congratulations to all the lads and their coaches.

Saturday 17th September saw the Back FC U13s achieve the title of Manor Dairies Champions 2016. 
Congratulations to all the lads and the coaches on a fantastic effort but also to Player of the Tournament - 
Andrew Macleod, Back FC. Well played Andrew, well done lads.
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Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk



27

There is more that goes on in a garden than just 
plants and grass cutting. There is ver-
micomposting - which is making use of 
worms in the breaking down of organic 
waste which these worms eat and pass 
through them, resulting in worm manure.  
Vermicast is something many are famil-
iar with but find it most annoying when 
small mounds of curly soil are found on 
the grass. This is the earthworm pass-
ing the soil through its body. Not every 
worm is suitable for composting, but 
only those which are able to eat and 
digest organic matter, something the 
earthworm is unable to do.

The worms I have in my composting 
bin are known as the 
red wrigglers, which 
are surface worms 
which I found by 
searching for them, 
or came across them 
when the ground was 
wet. Now, what began 
some 26 years ago 
with 10 worms has 
now reached literally 
tens of thousands in 
my bell-shaped bin. 
These small worms, 
not as large as the 
earthworms, are rec-
ommended by the experts as the best, having a won-
derful appetite and breeding very rapidly.

Composting needs only a bin and a regular supply of 

   Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Compost Matters

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £32.40 to Laura Graham, 5 Catherine Hill, Coll, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £32.40
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

organic waste - paper, eggshells, fruit and vegetable 
peelings. I don't put fresh grass cuttings into 

the bin, as this gener-
ates heat and produc-
es strong liquid matter 
which would kill off the 
worms. Whilst earth-
worms burrow deep 
into the soil, these red 
wrigglers are surface 
eaters - hence none 
escape from the bot-
tomless composting 
bin, but always rise to 
the top to feed on the 
organic waste.

In order to maintain a 
healthy bin, it is impor-

tant never to add anything other than organic waste 
such as cooked food, raw meat. The end product 
is wonderful to see - rich, pure black com-
post which before was vegetable waste 
etc. - but this is the work of tens of 
thousands of worms working and 
eating tirelessly to produce 
worm manure.

From the 
Poileagan

▲ Red wriggler worms

Please 
note 

a year's 
subscription 

will now be 10 
issues, due to July and  

December double issues.
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Many have admired the ‘GIGA’ wall hanging in the church hall. Eilidh 
Macleod met with its designer and maker David Macleod, to find out 
about how it came to be, using the wonderful craft of latching.

David Macleod’s lifestyle changed when he began a new life in a some-
what secluded location at 61 Lighthill, Vatisker last year. A contrasting 
move from his previous, busy city life in Grimsby. He took up the craft 
of latching during this time, and 
many of us will recognise his 
large hanging which is currently 
in the church hall as a personal 
acknowledgment of Kenny John’s 
ongoing work in Uganda. 

The large hanging, which even 
from a distance clearly reads, 
“God Is Good Africa” was made 
using a craft called latching. 
Latching, David explained, is a 
technique which involves a small, 
inexpensive latch hook tool, a 
large rug canvas and a lot of wool; 
each strand cut in 2cm pieces. 
The strong canvas, made from a 
rope-type of material, is made up of 
small squares (this particular can-
vas being 4 holes per inch). Each 
yarn of wool is attached individu-
ally to the squares with a technique 
allowed by the delicate latch hook 
tool. This is repeated for each square covering the canvas, including some 
complex colours and shapes involved. The method (which initially appeared 
highly complex) was completed easily by David; he even said that he could do 
it with his eyes closed. He is also working on a couple of projects presently; 
one for the Stornoway Volunteer Centre, and one for Lanfield Football Club.

It’s important to appreciate the patience required for the process of latch-
ing, for to achieve such a striking piece as the GIGA hanging required an 
immense amount of concentration and time.

David knows the craft well, and is very content with the amount of time and con-
centration involved, 
he explained that he 
finds it very thera-
peutic and discov-
ers that hours can 
pass without notice 
for him when he is 
working on piec-
es into the even-
ing. He said that 
when Kenny John 
requested the hang-
ing, he developed 
an idea of what the 
final piece would 
look like (as he does 
with every hanging). 
In his mind, he con-
cluded that Africa 

The Art of Latching

had a rustic-look, which inspired 
the wooden cross. The project 
continuously involved consulta-
tion with Kenny John throughout 
the process, and both David and 
Kenny John were pleased with the 
outcome. The powerful final piece 
took 3 months in total to complete, 
working on it five days a week, as 
well as six very large balls of wool. 
David also pointed out that the 
entire hanging includes Ugandan 
colours, except for the bright blue 
of the Scottish flag.

David admitted that he would love 
for his addictive hobby to be intro-
duced to Africa, claiming it would 

be an excellent craft for 
children to learn. He hum-
bly acknowledged that he 
is proud of his work, and 
that making Kenny John 
proud gave David a sense 
of true pride also.

The hanging stands 
majestically in the church 
hall as a symbol of the 
connection between Back 
Free Church and Uganda, 
functioning as a drive for 
prayer for Kenny John 
and Ishbel, and reminding 
us of the continuing work 
of GIGA. 

▲ The GIGA wall hanging

◄ David with Rev Calum I Macleod

The art of latching
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Demobbed
Catherine Maciver, 36 Gress, has been 
demobbed from the ATS.

Church Services
The half-yearly Communion was held in 
Back last week, when the usual services 
were held from Thursday to Monday. 
Rev Mr Macleod, Govan, and Rev Mr 
Campbell, Garrabost, conducted services 
in Back and Tong, and preached with 
much acceptance to large congregations.

Wedding Bells
On 17th September, Mary Ann, elder 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Murdo Maciver, 
36 Gress, was married to Alexander, 
eldest son of Mr and Mrs Angus 
Graham, 421 Gress. Rev Mr Cameron, 
Inverness, performed the ceremony, 
which took place in the Free North 
Church, Inverness. The attractive bride 
looked charming in a wine dress, hat 
and gloves, and a navy coat. Catherine, 
her sister, who was bridesmaid, wore a 
becoming blue dress with navy coat and 
accessories, and they both had sprays of 
pink carnations. The best man was Mr 
Malcolm Maciver, brother of the bride, 

and Sergt Smith, Shawbost, a 

friend of the family, gave her away.  
The bridegroom’s sister, who was to 
have been bridesmaid, was unable to 
be present, so Catherine, who was on 
demob leave from the ATS, stepped into 
the breach. After the ceremony a recep-
tion was held in Macdougall’s Hotel, 
Inverness, where a large number of the 
young couple’s friends made it an enjoy-
able all-Lewis night.  Another reception, 
and just as enjoyable a one, was held 
in the bride’s home a few days later, 
after the party had travelled home from 
Inverness. The good wishes of friends 
which had been expressed in the many 
telegrams which were received at the 
wedding were here further expressed by 
many substantial presents and a large 
sum of money. Dancing was kept up 
all night, and the Tolsta folk present, of 
whom there were a considerable number, 
voted it the best function they had ever 
been at in the Back district, which verdict 
was heartily supported by the Backachs 
themselves. The bride’s five brothers and 
her sister served in the Forces during the 
war, while she herself was for four years 
in the WAAF. The bridegroom served in 
the Navy. All the bride’s brothers were 
present at the reception held in Gress, 

except William, who is in the Navy. 

The young couple are at present staying 
in Gress, and we take this opportunity of 
wishing them many happy days in their 
new life.

On Leave
Recently on leave were Donald Macaskill, 
RAF, Lighthill, Back and Angus 
Maclennan, RAF, New Street, Back.

Church News
There was an exceptionally large attend-
ance in Back Church on Sunday the 29th, 
when both services were conducted by 
Mr Murdo Macritchie, Lighthill, Back.

Making Stooks While The Sun Shines
There was an unusual stir in the villages 
on Monday morning. At eight o’clock, 
which is the earliest we can vouch for, 
most of the fields in the village were 
scenes of great activity. Sleepy-eyed 
damsels, and tousled-headed youngsters, 
just out of bed were being briefed by 
their parents for the all important job of 
getting the “core” in while it was still dry 
after a fine Sunday. The cats and dogs, on 
the hunt for mice, were also in the midst 
of the bustle. We left one young lady, 
who had tripped herself up with a “Bad”, 
muttering fiercely about weather, cows, 
crops and slave-drivers.

Back in Time   October 1946

The Box
Our readers might be inter-
ested in a fascinating dis-
covery at 47 Vatisker. 
Kenny Angus Macrae 
(Mac Angie Scotch) 
unearthed a wooden 
box of Fry’s filled - not 
with chocolate - but with 
some very old photos, let-
ters and telegrams.

The box contains correspondence sent 
to his late auntie, Joan Macleod, 47 

Vatisker. The letters are of a per-
sonal nature and include messag-
es of sympathy on the occasion of 
Joan’s sister’s passing.

This rare box containing beautifully 
hand-written letters highlight how a 

previous generation communicated 
with one another 
and suggests how 
our generation have 
largely lost the art 
of personal letter-
writing. Our text-
speak and to-the-
point emails have 
become the norm 
and letters sent 
through the post 
are now the excep-
tion to the rule. 

This precious archive brings 
back memories of a bygone era all but forgotten.

More than a box of chocolates
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Material for publication in the NOVEMBER issue of Loch a 
Tuath News must be in before MONDAY 17th OCTOBER 2016

▲ Photograph by Mal Macleod

Aurora at Gress taken by Magz Macleod at Impact Imagz


