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Goodbye Transocean Winner!

This month you can find:
• A History of Back Motor Company           • Memories of Summers Spent 

Working on Macbrayne's Steamers - Part 2 •         Visit to Thiepval

Plus: As Na Bailtean, Anns a' Ghàrradh, Back in Time and much more!
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Welcome to your November issue of Loch 
a Tuath News! I hope you have 
been enjoying some of the 
glorious autumn sunshine we 
have been fortunate enough to 
experience recently. The wind 
is colder and the nights longer, 
and soon the smell of bonfire 
smoke will fill the air - it is one 
of my favourite times of the 
year! It's hard to believe that 
the October holidays are now 
over and the next break will 
be the Christmas holidays! We 
have also bid goodbye to the 

Transocean Winner oil rig, which will no 
longer be lighting up Broadbay at night. Our 
cover picture shows it on board the Hawk, 
as it began its journey to Malta. Such hard 
work went into getting it to that stage, all 
who were involved are to be commended. 
Strangely, we will miss it!

This month's issue is packed with all your 

usual favourites like As na Bailtean, Anns 
a' Ghàrradh and the latest from both Back 
and Tong schools. We also have a new 
feature, from Jock Murray, a fantastic 
article about the Back Motor Transport, 
which I'm sure you'll enjoy, along with Part 
2 of Colin Tuckers Memories of Working 
on MacBrayne's Steamers, and Neil 
Macleod’s poignant Visit to Thiepval. 

We are still without a Back correspondent, 

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: latneditor2@outlook.com
By post: Taigh Gone, 27 Upper Coll, HS2 0LS

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Fàilte

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 

so please get in touch if you feel 
you would like to join the Loch 
a Tuath family and get involved! 
As usual, keep your articles and 
photos coming in to us. Please 
bear in mind that if you would like 
anything published next month, it 

is a double issue covering December and 
January, so the deadline is 14 November 
for material to be submitted. 

Wishing you all a blessed November,

Melanie
Cover Photo photo of Transocean Winner 
and Hawk used with kind permission from 
the Stornoway Coastguard Rescue Team

'It was November - the month of crimson 

sunsets, parting birds, deep, sad hymns of the sea, 

passionate wind-songs in the pines.' 

L.M Montgomery
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allowed the few remaining crofters 
who lift potatoes to undertake this task 
during days of unbroken sunshine. 
The quality of the crop across the dis-
trict was variable however, probably 
due to the earlier deluge. At the time 
of writing it looks like our Indian sum-
mer will return for the latter stages of 
the National Mod in Stornoway. Our 
aforementioned proverb also refers 
to "geamhradh reòdhta" - a cold hard 
winter. Let's hope this part of the 
prophesy does not materialise!

Summer Visitor Departs

We awoke on Saturday 15 October 
to find that the Transocean Winner oil 
rig which had taken up residence in 
Loch a Tuath for the last seven weeks 
had sailed off through the night. It was 
grounded at Dalmore on 8 August on 
what was probably the stormiest sum-
mer's day anyone could remember and 
then towed to Broad Bay at the end of 
August for repairs prior to resuming its 
journey to Malta. The rig provided a 
focal point for villagers who, from their 
windows, followed with interest the 
various attempts made to transfer it to 
the transport ship the Hawk.

The bay looks very empty now, par-
ticularly at night, as the lights from the 
various vessels involved in the salvage 
operation resembled a scene from a 
fairground. Though many in the district 
will miss its presence we hope that the 
circumstances which brought it to our 
shores will not recur and we trust that 
its voyage to the Mediterranean will be 
incident-free.

Coll

Anniversaries

Congratulations to two couples who cel-
ebrated special anniversaries recently, 
Cathie and Donnie ‘Gazette’ Macinnes 
celebrated their Ruby wedding, and 
Kennag and Angus ‘Caoiteag’ Mackay 

As NA 
BAilteAN

To Mrs Chrissie Macleod, 59 North 
Tolsta following the death of her 
husband Roddy John (Ruaraidh 
Bhiogaim). He was, for a number 
of years, a technical teacher at the 
Nicolson Institute and then at Back 
School from where he retired in the 
early 1990's. Ruaraidh Iain was a 
true Christian gentleman and will be 
remembered with affection and with 
respect by his former colleagues and 
pupils in both schools. 

Retirement

On Friday 19 August the congregation 
of Gairloch Free Church gathered to 
pay tribute to their departing minis-
ter Rev Alasdair Macleod. Alasdair, 
formally of 17 Back, was a popu-
lar and compassionate pastor and 
preached with much acceptance in 
the Wester Ross parish since moving 
there in 2011. His first charge was at 
Crossbost where he was inducted in 
September 2003 following the comple-
tion of his studies at the Free Church 
College. We wish Alasdair and his wife 
Rosemary a long and happy retire-
ment as they move back to Dundee 
where they had their home prior to his 
life in the ministry.

Get Well Wishes

We are pleased to report that Murdo 
Murray (Mo), 9 Back, is making good 
progress at home following surgery in 
Raigmore Hospital. Mo is very appre-
ciative of the many expressions of 
goodwill and kindness received during 
his illness and recovery. He wishes 
to thank all who remembered him in 
prayer, visited, sent messages and 
cards and those who have helped him 
out in so many practical ways at this 
time.

Autumn Watch
"Samhradh breac riamhach 's foghar 
geal grianach". This well-known Gaelic 
proverb which many of us learned at 
school very much sums up our weath-
er pattern over the last few months. 
July brought us a record for Lewis 
which we hope will not be replicated 
- thirty out of thirty one days with 
rainfall! However almost as soon as 
the bell rang for the first day of school 
in August the sun appeared and, it 
has to be said, has largely stayed 
with us. The equinoctial gales duly 
arrived for about three days at the end 
of September but the first fortnight 
of October was completely dry and 

BACk/VAtisker
Bereavements

The funeral took place to Gress cem-
etery on 8 September of Annette 
Macleod, late of Kenneth Street, 
Stornoway and Aberdeen. Annette was 
the daughter of Mr and Mrs Norman 
Macleod (Tormod a' Bhiod) who older 
readers will remember as the proprie-
tors of a confectionery shop on Church 
Street where Annette also worked for 
a time. Her mother, known locally 
as Catriona Anna, was born at 49 
Back and was the niece of Mrs Kirsty 
Macleod (Bean Dhòmhnaill Bilidh). 
Annette was predeceased by her sis-
ter Ina just a matter of months previ-
ously. Her late brother John-Norman 
is survived by his wife Alice (nee 
Matheson), formerly of Schoolhouse, 
Back. Another brother Donnie, known 
to millions of TV viewers as Donnie B 
Macleod was a well-known and popu-
lar national figure in the 1970s and 
80s as the presenter of the BBC lunch-
time programme Pebble Mill at One. 
He passed away in 1984 aged 52. 
Annette was a Sunday School teacher 
in Stornoway before she moved to 
Aberdeen where she was a member of 
Bon Accord Free Church. Her congre-
gation arranged an 80th birthday party 
for her in June. She had been unwell 
in the last few years but bore her ill-
ness with fortitude and with patience. 
To her extended family we offer our 
sympathy in their sad loss.

We also extend our condolences to the 
following individuals whose lives and 
those of their families have recently 
been touched by sorrow:

To Mrs Mary Maciver, 44 North 
Tolsta, whose husband John Angus 
(Iain Aonghais) died on 1 September. 
Mary, better known to us as Mairi Iain 
Ruairidh, was brought up at 18 Back. 
Her daughters Joan (Canada), Kathryn 
(Aberdeen) and Anna (34 Back) are 
also in our thoughts at this sad time.

To Mrs Katie Anne Maciver, 65 Back 
and Mrs Muriel Maclennan, 4 Coll 
following the death of their sister Mrs 
Margaret Macaskill in Flesherin, Point.

To Mrs Catherine Maciver, 31 Back 
whose sister-in-law Elizabeth Murray 
(Bean John Murdo an t-Suainnaich) 
passed away in Glenrothes. Elizabeth's 
funeral to North Tolsta cemetery took 
place on 12 October.
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Bailtean

▲ Daniel & Helen Stewart (Upper Coll)

▲ 
Allison 

Mackay 
(Coll)

Pictures,.A,.s na

► Joel 
Campbell 

(Upper Coll)

◄ Iain Angie 
Murray, John Neil 
Macdonald & 
Murdo Macdonald 

► Margaret 
Stewart 

(Upper Coll)

▼ Ishbal enjoying 
afternoon tea with well 

known TV star Alexis Daly 
(Morag from Machair) 

when she called to visit 
her in Coll

◄ Talia & Nathan (Upper 
Coll)
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celebrated 30 years of marriage. We 
all wish you many more happy and 
healthy years together.

New Driver

Congratulations to Lewis Mackay, 
son of Angus and Catherine, (nighean 
Ishbal and Willie) who passed his 
driving test recently. It makes you 
feel old when your grandchildren are 
now drivers! Safe driving Lewis! To 
his sister Allison, congratulations on 
coming second in the 13-15 tradi-
tional singing competition at the Mod. 
Special thanks to Annie Macleod, 
(Anna Dholly), Tong, who tutors 
Allison. 

New Baby 
Congratulations to Lorraine and Derek 
Campbell on the birth of their baby boy 
Charlie. Charlie is a wee brother for 
Finlay and Kate, and another grand-
child for Joan and Murdo Walker, and 
Janet and Kenny Maciver.

Best Wishes 
Best wishes to Angus Maclennan 
‘Sally’, 38 Coll, who has recently been 
in hospital after surgery for a new hip. 
We hope you are progressing well.

toNg
Get Well Wishes
We send our best wishes to Karen, 
daughter of Cathie Ann (a’ Bhroggach) 
and David Heckles, who is recuperat-
ing in her own home having been in 
hospital on the mainland for some 
time. 

We also send our best wishes to Mary 
Bayfield, 2 Tong, who had surgery in 
the Western Isles hospital. We hope 
that Mary will be home soon and that 
her surgery was a complete success.

Cancer Research
The Lewis branch of Cancer Research 
UK would like to thank all those who 
donated to the recent door to door 
collection in the Aird Tong, Springside 
and Milking Hill area. The collector 
would also like to thank all those who 
so generously donated. A total of 
£206.12 was collected.

Engagement Congratulations
We send our heartiest congratula-
tions to David, son of Margaret Ann 
and Iain Nicholson, 6B Aird Tong, who 

has got engaged to Lorna, daugh-
ter of Heather and George Macleod, 
Plasterfield, Stornoway.

Upper Coll
Ceumnachadh

Cheumnaich Maighread Stiùbhart, 
19 Col Uarach, (nighean Agnes 
Dhòmhnaill Piugh), le for-cheum 
Maighstir Saidheans Barraichte 
(MSc le àrd-urram) ann an Cultar 
Dùthchasach & Eachdraidh na 
Gàidhealtachd, aig Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig, fo stiùreadh an Àrd Ollamh 
Uisdean Cheape agus an Dr Dòmhnall 
Uilleam Stiùbhart. Chuir Maighread 
seachad trì bliadhna a’ rannsachadh 
iomadach cuspair co-cheangailte ri 
cultar dùthchasach na Gàidhealtachd 
eadar obair fearainn, innealan, croit-
earachd, Strì an Fhearainn, ainmean 
àite, eilthireachd, cleachdaidhean cul-
tarail, bàird baile 's an cuid òrain, 
eachdraidh bhailtean, iasgach, slàinte 
agus gniomhachas. Ann a' 2013 agus 
2015 chaidh duais Clann 'ic Mhuirich 
a bhuileachadh oirre airson a cuid 
obair rannsachaidh. Meal do naid-
heachd, a Mhaighread.

Congratulations and very best wishes 
go to Margaret Stewart, Nairn and 19 
Upper Coll, on her recent graduation 
from Sabhal Mòr Ostaig, where she 
was awarded an MSc with Distinction 
in Material Culture & Gàidhealtachd 
History.

Wedding

Daniel Graham Stewart and Helen 
Jean McElnea were married at First 
Monaghan Presbyterian Church, 
Ireland, on 3 October 2016. Daniel 
is the son of the late Donald Stewart 
and of Tina, and he is the grandson 
of the late Kenny (Gionn) and Agnes 
Stewart, 19 Upper Coll. A large con-
tingent of relatives and friends were 
able to make the journey from Coll, 
Upper Coll and other parts of the 
island to Cavan, County Monaghan, 
to be with Daniel and Helen on their 
special day. A Lewis touch was added 
to the wedding ceremony by the sing-
ing of the 23rd Psalm in Gaelic by 
Daniel’s Auntie Margaret. A recep-
tion followed at Cabra Castle. Daniel 
and Helen have made their home 
in Edinburgh and we send them our 
congratulations and very best wishes 
for their future happiness.

New Baby 

We welcome the newest arrival to 
the village, Joel Campbell. Joel was 
born on 31 August 2016 and he is the 
son of Murdo (Cuimhnidh) and Mairi 
Campbell, 1b Upper Coll. His grand-
parents are Mairi and the late Donald 
Campbell, and Donald and Christeen 
Macleod. Everyone is just delighted 
with Joel, who timed it well for his 
mum and dad moving into their new 
home; they had three weeks to settle 
in before he arrived!

We send our heartiest congratula-
tions to Murdo and Mairi, and wish 
the new family well in their new 
home. 

Retirement 
We extend our best wishes to Rev 
Iain T Campbell and his wife Maretta 
as they move to Edinburgh following 
Iain's retirement from the ministry. 
Maretta is better known to us as 
Maretta Seòras Fhionnlaigh, formerly 
of 41 Upper Coll. Iain was the minis-
ter of Gravir Free Church since his 
induction there ten years ago. We 
wish them both a long and happy 
retirement. 

Get Well Wishes

Mrs Peggy Maciver (Peigi Chaluim 
Dan), 15 Upper Coll, was recently air-
lifted to Raigmore Hospital where she 
spent some days. We are pleased to 
report that she is now home and we 
send her all our good wishes.

Mòd na Cloinne Prizes

Congratulations to young Talia 
Graham, Taigh Nis, 13b Upper Coll 
on her success at Mòd na Cloinne. 
Talia won the gold Badge in the 
Mrs Roderick B. Munro Trophy for 
prescribed singing in the 9-10 age 
group, singing Tighinn a-mach à 
Steòrnabhagh. It was a delight to 
hear Talia’s beautiful assured sing-
ing on the evening television broad-
cast.

Congratulations also to Nathan 
Rogers, 11b Upper Coll, who won the 
silver badge for learners aged 11-12, 
singing Màilli Dhonn. ‘S math a rinn 
sibh!

Good wishes go to all from the village 
who took part in the Mòd and worked 
hard at preparing songs, music, bàr-
dachd and dance. 
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This article was first published in Clyde Steamers, the jour-
nal of the Clyde River and Steamer Club and it is printed 
with the permission of the club.

The answer to that question 
came the following spring when 
I received a letter asking me 
to return to the Hebrides the 
next summer. Of course I was 
delighted to accept, only to 
have my hopes dashed about a 
week later when I got a phone 
call to say that to save money 
no assistant pursers were 
being employed that year. A 
couple of weeks after that I got 
a second phone call, this time 
asking if I would be interested 
in a job as purser on the Loch 
Seaforth. The decision was not 
a hard one! I was given a start-
ing date and told I would have 
a week in the head office to 
learn about doing wages. In 
early June there was a third 
phone call: could I get up to the 
Loch Seaforth as soon as pos-
sible. This posed no problem 
as university exams were just 
over. ‘But what about the wages training?’ I asked. ‘Oh 
you can work it out up there’ was the response. It turned 
out the reason for the urgency was that Harold Jordan had 
insisted that he be transferred to his beloved King George, 
threatening to leave if that did not happen.

Almost everything about the Loch Seaforth and the 
Stornoway run was in complete contrast to the Heb. 
Instead of three round trips a day there was just one, and 
that covered the best part of a day. We weren’t just in and 
out of piers, instead there were several hours at Stornoway 
and Mallaig. The ship herself was totally different, being a 
traditional steamer about twenty years old rather than the 
latest in design. Her whole profile was of a steamer rather 
than a ferry; there was a cargo hold loaded by derrick 
instead of the car deck, hoist and ramps. The passenger 
accommodation, even though it had just been refurbished 
– the result of changing from two to one class travel – 
and huge chintz covered armchairs had been replaced 
by ‘modern’ designs, was still more redolent of the forties 
rather than the sixties. There was no officers’ mess and 
we took our meals in the traditional way in the passengers 
dining room, still with its white table linen, silver cutlery and 
table service. I soon realised the engines were quite differ-
ent too; instead of the high revving diesels of the ferry the 
old Sulzers of the Loch Seaforth rumbled along, altogether 
a much more relaxing sound. Perhaps what I appreciated 
most of all was that everything wasn’t ‘inside’. With the 
Hebrides having been built as a floating nuclear shelter 
the purser’s office had no outside view and most of the 
alleyways were inside; on the Loch Seaforth I could watch 

the ever-changing views (and work out where we were) 
from the little sliding ticket window. Mind you, on a cold day 

it could be draughty and the heavy metal 
hinged plates with their portholes proved 
their worth on many occasions.

There was a definite routine to the job, 
although as on the Hebrides you never 
knew just what each day would bring; 
there was always something different, 
be it challenging or humorous. I suppose 
my day really started, believe it or not, 
with lunch. This was about 11.30, or as 
soon as the cook had it ready. This meant 
I was ready to watch for the start of the 
passengers coming down the pier from 
the station at Mallaig. I knew that the train 
was in and that I had about ten minutes 
to go up to the office to collect the cargo 
manifests and any mail. Then it was 
back on board to grab the tannoy and 
announce that ‘this is NOT the steamer 
for Armadale’ – even though the sailors 
at the gangway tried to ensure the Skye 
travellers waited at the end of the pier 
for the Clansman to come in there were 
always a few who thought they knew bet-
ter and came aboard the Seaforth.

We were usually away from Mallaig on time at 1215, unless 
the train was late. If we were delayed then the Clansman 
would come in and berth at the end of the pier, making our 
turn in the harbour just that little bit more difficult. There was 
always a swell outside the harbour, no matter how calm 
the weather was, and our dipping and rolling would cause 
consternation amongst the passengers just settling for their 
lunch. By this time I was busy selling tickets and dealing 
with passengers’ enquires. this could be for ten minutes or 
half an hour depending on the traffic. Many of the questions 
were straightforward but there were plenty of ‘daft’ ones – 
they were much more interesting. Like the gentleman who 
in a panic asked ‘which side was Skye and which was the 
mainland?’ I reassured him that Skye was on was left. He 
then produced a camera, saying ‘Oh good, now I can get a 
photo of the island’. An American stopped me one time to 
proudly announce they had been across to Skye: ‘we only 
went as far as the castle, we didn’t visit the city’.

There was little else to do until we reached Kyle so I would 
often pass the time chatting to the sailors who were forever 
painting. They were all locals and of course Gaelic was 
their first language. I had heard that if Gaels don’t take 
to you then they will continue speaking Gaelic so I took it 
as a compliment and that I had been accepted when they 
changed to English for me. They did start to teach me 
Gaelic and I was soon able to greet them with ‘Ciamar a 
tha thu’ (how are you) while ‘Tha e fluch an diugh’ (it is wet 
today) came in very useful!

The journey from Mallaig to Kyle was timetable as 1¾ 
hours but it could vary up to 40 minutes longer if we were 

Memories of Summers

Colin Tucker

Part 2 The Loch Seaforth
By Colin Tucker
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going against the tide. Some days we would majestically 
sweep through the Glenelg narrows, watching the little 
ferry struggling to cross in a crab-like sideways fashion. 
Other days you could feel the engines having to work that 
bit harder to push us along, and the hills seem to pass 
by much more slowly. If it was a Tuesday or a Thursday 
we would have long passed the little Loch Arkaig on her 
run from Mallaig to Portree; I can picture her just making 
headway through the swirling water. Then it was round the 
corner into Loch Alsh, with just a glimpse of Eilean Donan 
Castle, past the white houses of Balmacara and then we 
would be at Kyle. Even with the office window closed it was 
easy to know of our impending arrival for I would hear the 
slap of the engine room telegraph cables signalling ‘stand 
by’, followed by the cabin door next to mine opening and 
closing as the chief engineer went below to supervise. As 
we manoeuvred into the side berth at Kyle, stern first to 
have the cargo hold beside the steam crane on the pier, I 
would let the passengers know where they were, when the 
intended departure time was and that ‘Tour 19 passengers 
should disembark here and cross by the little ferries to 
Kyleakin where they would get a bus’. Tour 19 was a very 
popular day trip, involving train from Fort William to Mallaig, 
the Loch Seaforth to Kyle and then return by bus through 
Skye, the Clansman to Mallaig and back to Fort William by 
train again.  Many of the tourists seemed to have little idea 
of where they were going so it was essential to point them 
in the right direction – I am proud to say that only once did 
a couple come to me half way across the Minch to say ‘I 
think we should have got off at the last stop’. Fortunately 
there were spare cabins that night and they told me the 
next morning they had really enjoyed their trip to Lewis. Of 
course we did not dream of charging them extra.

Coming into Kyle, if I had time, I used to enjoy standing 
at the stern having a chat with the sailors. I never got to 
throw the heaving line but I was trusted to answer the rope 
telegraph.

The purser’s duties did not take up anything like the hour 
timetabled so after a quick visit to MacBraynes’ office on 
the station platform I was free to go for a walk, visit the 
station refreshment room (it served more than just cups 
of tea!) or just enjoy a bit of peace in my cabin. About a 
quarter of an hour before 
sailing time I would 
wander back round to 
the office to collect the 
cargo manifests. Most of 
the cargo was loaded 
at Kyle but as it was 
containerised in those 
red boxes I was spared 
the chore of checking 
it on board, unlike on 
runs such as the Inner 
Isles where it had to 
be checked for each 
pier. However much of 
it came off the train and 
the MacBraynes clerk 
had to wait for the rail 
manifests before he 

could start writing out the ones for the Loch Seaforth. All 
this was done by hand and might consist of eight or nine 
pages of A3 size paper, all done in triplicate. While I was 
waiting for this the last of this cargo was being loaded. On 
good days the manifests were ready and I was able to 
watch the last few containers being slung on board, fol-
lowed by a huge lorry load of wool bales for the then thriv-
ing Harris tweed industry in Stornoway. This was followed 
almost every day by the livestock – a flock of sheep behav-
ing like sheep do anywhere, in other words not moving until 
Lachie the bosun would grab one and literally fling it down 
the ramp and of course the rest would follow. Cattle were 
moody beasts and had to be carefully transferred from cat-
tle float to their pen on board. I recall one occasion when a 
lively beast broke free and ran off along the pier, chased by 
a string of sailors and dockers. It was eventually retrieved 
somewhere in the middle of Kyle. Finally cars were loaded 
– no smooth drive on to the ramp but instead a hair-raising 
(well, for the drivers anyway) load on by crane or derrick. A 
couple of wire nets were put beneath the wheels, wedged 
in with sacking to protect the paintwork and then the vehi-
cle was swung up and on to the deck. It was fun to watch 
the strained look of the drivers as their beloved machines 
were put on board by the nonchalant sailors who had car-
ried out the operation so often they could probably have 
done it in their sleep. We would sometimes take lorries as 
well – I remember on particularly heavy post office vehicle 
which was such a weight that the Loch Seaforth canted 
over at an alarming angle until the lorry was on board.

It was only some days that I could watch this entertainment 
for more often than not I was still in the pier office await-
ing those manifests. I don’t know how many times I would 
make a little sprint round to see that the gangway was still 
there before returning to chivvy up the clerk. I will never 
forget the one time I looked up and realised the masts and 
funnel, all I could see of the ship from the office, seemed 
to be moving. ‘Oh I do believe they are’ calmly replied one 
of the staff. A bit less calmly I rushed from the office round 
the corner of the pier and yelled up to the bridge ‘Skipper, 
I‘m still ashore!’ After his initial laugh he quickly rang the 
telegraphs and skilfully brought the Loch Seaforth’s stern 
in against the pier. Meantime the manifests had been 
shoved under my arm, and then with a combination of me 

jumping and a couple 
of sailors grabbing me 
I was unceremoniously 
hauled on board. If you 
think about the shape 
of the Loch Seaforth’s 
stern you will realise 
there was quite a gap. 
And all that was done 
in front of the passen-
gers lining the rail. After 
that I always told the 
‘chippy’ at the gangway 
‘I’m going ashore now, 
DON’T go without me!’. 

Join us for Part 3 in 
the next issue of Loch a 
Tuath News!Loch Seaforth

Spent Working on MacBrayne’s Steamers
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Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams   ●   Spectacles   ●   Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                                 700808
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From the Manse
Be sure your sin will find you out (Numbers 32:23)

The words of the book of Numbers 32:23 remind us all 
that there is a certainty to our sins finding us out. 

History has it that in 1799 an American vessel, the 
Nancy, was carrying an illegal cargo to the West Indies.  
Afraid he might be caught out, the captain threw over-
board any papers that might possibly incriminate him.

Thinking he had protected himself by his actions he 
made for the shelter of the harbour. However, he quick-
ly came under suspicion and was committed for trial in 
the courthouse at Kingston. 

Producing a set of false documents prepared in the 
event of the ship being stopped at sea, he had almost 
succeeded in clearing himself, when Lieutenant Hutton 
of HMS Ferret appeared in court. 

While cruising off Port Royal, the crew of the Ferret 
had caught a shark and found in it a bundle of papers 
belonging to some ship. The papers belonged to the 
Nancy. Produced at the crucial moment, the papers 
brought consternation to the defence and satisfaction 
to the prosecution. The Nancy was condemned and the 
captain fined and imprisoned.

For some time the head of the shark was on show 
at Port Royal and was then displayed at the United 
Service Museum in London.

The bible teaches that ‘sin is folly and those who 
indulge in it are fools. Sin promises pleasure and brings 
pain. It promises rejoicing and produces regrets. It 
offers delights and yields disappointments.’ 

Be careful what you sow:

The weeds you plant will grow;

The scattered seed from thoughtless hand

Must gathered be by God’s command

The bible encourages us not to conceal sin, but to 
confess it. When we do 
so God, who is faithful 
and just to forgive us 
our sins, will cleanse 
us from all unrighteous-
ness. The blood of 
Jesus, his Son, cleans-
es us from all sin (1 
John 1:7-9). 

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during November 2016 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 6 November
11am:  Rev Donald A Macdonald
11am:  Rev Kenneth M Ferguson          (Gaelic)     
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 13 November
12pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod (Remembrance Service)
     (Preceded by Service at Back War Memorial 11am)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 20 November
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
11am:  Mr Joe Macphee         (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 27 November
11am:  Rev Donald A Macdonald
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod        (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 6 November
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 13 November
6pm:    Mr Iain Mackinnon         (Gaelic)

Sunday 20 November
11am: Rev Kenneth M Ferguson 

Sunday 27 November
6pm: Mr Neil Murray  (Gaelic)

November Service Times 
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One day, whilst waiting at Gordon’s for the papers to 
arrive I thought, “This corner of the village has been the 
centre of activity ever since I remember”. 

One has to go back seventy years to the original 
company that set up office there. I well remember the 
garage of Back Motor Transport, as my father had been 
working there dismantling 
the hangar (garage) after 
the company was sold. I 
then wondered if anyone 
had pictures of the origi-
nal building with the origi-
nal hand operated petrol 
pumps.

A couple of weeks later on a 
Sunday morning I bumped 
into the cast of Last of the 
Summer Wine, Donnie 
Giant, John Murdo (Curly) 
and the youngest of the 
three of them, Murdo Allan; 
I mentioned my thoughts 
to them of “Busaichean a’ 
Chompanaidh” and Murdo 
Allan piped up and said, 
“I have a photograph of 
myself, my mother and 
Neillie Dubh in front of one 
of the buses.” I thought, 
and actually said to him, “Isd, rubbish, you are 
far too young!”  Never to be doubted, our bold 
Murdo Allan arrived the following evening at my 
home with the photo and a history of Back Motor 
Transport. This is how my research into Busaichean 
a’ Chompanaidh started.

Due to the passage of time it has been difficult to 
trace individuals who actually worked for Back-
Stornoway Motor Transport. We are grateful to 
those who have contributed to this article and 
given us pictures. I also found it difficult to get 
pictures of the Back buses and although there are many 
books showing photographs of other bus operators and 
their buses in Lewis, there are none ( that I could find) 
of Back-Stornoway Motor Transport vehicles. Up to the 
time of writing these notes, I have failed to get a picture 
of the actual garage (hangar) in situ at Back. 

Malcolm MacDonald, chairman of Stornoway Historical 
Society was able to dig out from their archives the only 
photograph they have of the hangar when it was at 
Cuddy Point. This photograph is enlarged from an aerial 
picture of Stornoway taken from an American Forces 
plane in 1947. 

Back Motor Transport Beginnings
In July 1947 three local bus operators set up a 

co-operative venture, trading as Back Motor Transport. 
This co-operation eliminated competition between them. 
The three bus owners were John Maciver, (the Peel), 
John Murray his brother Angus Murray (Milo) and 
George Stewart, Back. Their original office was based 
at 24 Lewis Street. The office was moved to Back four 

months later, prior to the formation in May 
1948, of a limited company which traded as 
Back- Stornoway Transport Ltd.  In June 1951, 
the company was sold to John Mitchell who 
eventually became the sole operator on the 
Stornoway to Tolsta run.

Looking Back
George Maciver (Seòras a Pheel), whose father 
was a founder director of Back-Stornoway 
Transport, kindly contributed the following:

“I happened to be doing my National Service 
at the time the company was formed and 

because of this, my 
memory can be quite 
vague on some points.

Before the compa-
ny came into exist-
ence around 1947 
there were several 
“bus operators” in the 
Back district. Three of 
these, namely, John 
and Angus Murray 
(Milo) Lighthill, George 
Stewart (Back) and 
John MacIver (Peel) 
Upper Coll, agreed to 
form a company. The 
other operators agreed 
to discontinue their ser-
vice. There were a lot of 
new rules brought in by 
the traffic commission-

ers, such as time tables and strict rules regarding the 
condition of the buses, and this required organisation. 
The company started off by using their existing vehicles.

John and Angus Murray contributed a 32 seat Bedford 
bus, a 21 seat Austin bus and a 3 ton Bedford lorry. 
They also had an old 20 seat Commer bus which had 
seen better days but appeared only in emergencies.

George Stewart provided a new 5 ton Morris Commercial 
tipper, later exchanged for a 5 ton Bedford tipper.

My father, John MacIver provided a 32 seat bus and a 5 
ton GMC tipper later exchanged for a 5 ton Bedford tipper.

Two more 32 seat Bedford buses were acquired to 

On The Buses – A History of Back Motor Transport
Jock Murray

▼ George Stewart 
(Seòras Shoyan) who 
took over from his father

▲ Murdina Dhomhnaill 
Chailean, Bill Davis, 

Catherine Maciver and her 
son Murdo Allan

LATN November 2016.indd   10 28/10/2016   21:00:20



11

complete the fleet.

A site was decided on for a business centre and a huge 
hangar was erected. The hangar had been used dur-
ing the war as a seaplane base at Cuddy Point, and a 
very sad story is attached to it. The gentleman who was 
employed to dismantle and re-erect it at Back made a 
very good job of it. On his last day there he decided to 
make his way to Point to one of the war- time pylon tow-
ers situated in Bayble and jumped from the top. He was 
not a local man and I cannot remember where he came 
from but Fleetwood rings a bell.

Once there was an incident involving the only Austin 
bus mentioned above. The bus was on its way back 
from a wedding in Uig when it left the road and rolled 
over twice to land upright on its wheels in the peat. It 
was very badly damaged but brought back to a reason-
able shape and used and classified from then on as, 
“Bus na Goods” and always driven by Cando. The staff 
included Caimbeul, Samson, Geordie, Neilly and Nellie 
and Catriona Alex Ruaridh, to name but a few of a like-
able bunch. 

Murchadh Fleed from Tolsta, who worked for Jimmy 
Bullar and Willie Bucach, whose company was respon-
sible for repairing the body work of the buses, worked a 
lot there, on bus repairs. He might be able to help you 
with your story.”  

And he did!

Murdo Morrison (Murchadh Fleed) North Tolsta. 

I remember in my younger days, Murdo, hear-
ing you were the best joiner in the area. In 
particular, I remember passengers arriving at 
the bus stop, which was directly outside the 
Mac’s Bar, and pointing to a newly erected sign 
above the door. The sign read “Mac’s Imperial 
Bar” in big letters and hearing them say “Willie 
Bucach and Murchadh Fleed made that sign”. 
What can you tell me about that Murdo?
I was serving my time with Jimmy Bullar. Jimmy 
and Willie Bucach were partners and another 
apprentice was Angus Alex from Tong. This was around 

1949-50. The sign was about 18 to 20 feet wide and too 
long to fit into a normal vehicle. Our workshop was only 
a small shed on Scotland Street and not big enough to 
carry out the work. The material used was taken down 
to the Back Company’s garage for the sign to be made. 
When the sign was completed it was taken back to 
Stornoway in the Company’s longest bus. The wood that 
was used to make some of the broken letters was made 
by me, with teak salvaged from the wreck of the Iolaire, 
the yacht that sank at Holm with first world service men. 
The wood had been stored in the cellar of the pub.   

Did you do any other work for the garage?

We did a lot of work on the buses, such as replacing 
body panels and repairing any damaged wood work. 
We also repaired buses belonging to other operators in 
the Back Garage. Some like J.M. Morrison Gravir, bala-
ich Mhurchaidh Aonghas Allan from Ranish, Macmillan 
from Lemreway and others. We had nothing to do with 
the Hebridean Transport, they were the ones who ran 
to and from Point. We rebuilt J.M. Morrison’s bus and 
I remember Milo did the painting, red and cream. This 
bus had been left in a shed during the war and when 
John Murdo returned from the war, we repaired it from 
scratch for him. 

Who was in charge of organising the day to day run-
ning of the business?

John Murray and 
John MacIver (Peel) were the senior directors and I 
would say the bosses. Milo was in charge of the garage 
and repairs and George Stewart was mostly in the 
office. Angus Graham (Aonghas Dhòmhnaill Sgurd) 
was the mechanic. He is still alive and living in America. 
I am sure he would have a few stories. I remember the 
policeman who was stationed at Back then was a P.C. 
Mackenzie. Old 'Domhnall  Bruce' who owned the fish-
ing boat Comrade came into the bay at Bayble and blew 
the boat’s whistle during the wedding celebrations, a 
nice welcome to the bride and groom. 

When the first A40 cars came on the market John 
Murray, Milo and the Peel bought one each. Two of 
them were light blue and the other one was grey. They 
were parked in the garage, absolutely beautiful cars and Mac's Imperial Bar Sign. PC Bill Urquhart in foreground

John Maciver (Peel) and John Murray, both original directors
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admired by everyone. I can still smell the leather from 
the seats.

William John Macleod (Willie Bucach)

Willie, I am trying to put together a story for the Back 
Motor Transport and I am finding it 
difficult to get anyone 
who is still around that 
worked there.

I am sure it’s difficult, 
Lemon, you will have to 
dig them up!!

Well said Willie, I 
believe you’re right, 
they are far and few 
between nowadays. 
I understand you did 
some work repairing 
their buses.

Yes I did.  When I came 
back from working in 
London in 1949 I did a 
lot of repairs on the Back buses. 
I had been working in London 
for Duple Coachworks and was well acquainted with 
building bodies for buses. At that time traffic commis-
sioners started to inspect buses. They came every six 
months and examined the buses. They made a list of 
any defects and this had to be repaired otherwise they 
were put off the road. I remember repairing Milo’s bus 
at his garage in Lighthill by his house. The wheel arches 
were badly in need of repair and had to be cut out by 
hand and replaced by oak. This was a very heavy job on 
your own. Another thing we had to do to the body of the 
buses was cut the back end at an angle, because if they 
were left as they were in the original build, the rear end 
used to catch on the road when going over a big bump.

Jimmy Bullar and I were in partnership at that time and 
amongst some of our apprentices were Murchadh Fleed 
and Angus Alex from Tong who eventually became a 
minister.

Did he become a minister as a result of listening to 
you?! 

No, but I gave him a start you could say! I remember 
young Murdo Alex, who was the Back minister’s son, 
used to come and watch us working in the garage. 
Years later, when I bought the Crown Hotel in Inverness 
with my brother we went to church one Sunday and 
Murdo Alex, who had become a minister himself, was 
preaching. After the service he came up to me and 
tapped me on the shoulder and asked if I could remem-
ber him from away back in the days of the garage. I was 
quite amazed and chuffed by this. 

I understand you had a PSV licence yourself.
Yes and I still have that piece of paper. I sometimes 
used to drive the bus if they were short of drivers, 

especially on May Holidays to Harris with a keg in the 
bus. It was a great day out. 

Chirsty Mary Macleod (nee Stewart/Shoyan)

Good afternoon Chirsty, I am trying to do a little 
story for the Loch a Tuath News about the Back 

Bus Company. I under-
stand your father was a 
partner.

Yes, my father was a part-
ner but my brother George 
did all the work.

I also understand that 
you were one of their top 
conductresses.

I don’t know who told you 
that, I hated it! I only did it 
for three weeks!

Why three weeks?

One day my brother 
George came in and told 
me they were short of 
a conductress. He asked 

me to fill in for them. I didn’t want to do it, but in the end 
he convinced me and that is how I ended up doing it.

Why did you not stay there?
It was a cold, horrible job and I was not an outdoor sort 
of girl.

What year would that be?
I think about 1949, but the company had started earlier, 
in 1947 I think.

What sort of bus did your father own?
He had a Dodge and it was cleaned every Wednesday.  
I cleaned the inside, not a very nice job, especially after 
some of the men had been sick. No rubber gloves in 
those days. My mother used to sit at the steering wheel 
whilst my father was underneath doing the greasing. 
My father didn’t really have much to do with the com-
pany; he left this to my brother George. After the com-
pany folded George continued with a tractor and doing 
cement blocks.

Can you remember any of the staff who were 
employed there at that time?
I remember quite a few, beginning with Caimbeul, 
Cuilian, Neillie Dubh, George Sears (he was an airman), 
Alfred Kelly, Bill Davidson, Ishbal Geddie. There are 
very few, if any, of them left.

Thank you Chirsty I am sure you have many stories 
you want to keep to yourself.
How did you know that?!! 

Part 2 of On the Buses – A History of Back Motor 
Transport will be published in the next issue of Loch 
a Tuath News!

The hangar at Cuddy Point
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On Friday 16th September, Western Isles Community Care 
Forum (WICCF) launched a new website which was created 
for their new Personal Assistant Directory. This project was 
created in response to the difficulty carers and service users 
were having in finding people to employ to provide personal 
care and/or support. The service is going to cover the whole of 
the Western Isles and although it is a signposting service, the 
new website also contains lots of useful information for people 
wishing to hire a personal assistant.

Anybody who has a current PVG number and is willing to work 
in the care sector can join our Directory. Application forms are 
available on-line or from the office in Tarbert. The Personal 
Assistant can choose the days and hours they work along with 
the tasks they perform, so it would also suit somebody who 
has just retired or somebody wanting to earn a little extra in 
the evenings or weekends. As it has just been launched, the 
Directory is still quite small but we hope that many more will 
join once they view it online.

The project won the 2015 Take Action Highlands and Islands 
Community Competition and also received funding from 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise. WICCF was established in 
1992 as a forum for Voluntary Care organisations which rep-
resent the interests of carers and users of services throughout 
the Western Isles. It is also a vehicle of communication for 
statutory bodies to disseminate information to the voluntary 
and independent care sector. 

We are the voice of the voluntary care providers at planning 
and consultation levels and represent them on various statuto-
ry groups eg. Integrated Joint Board, Adult & Child Protection, 
Carers Information Strategy etc. One of our roles is to maintain 
a Register of Family Carers and if you wish to join our reg-
ister, you can download an application form on our website or 
contact our office.  All carers registered with us will receive a 
copy of the Directory of Care Services and newsletters.

There’s lots of information on the web site including the ser-
vices we provide, like our Carers Trainers Project which 
supports informal carers through a home visit. This project 
has been very successful and is much appreciated by carers. 
Here’s what a couple of them have said:

“More confident after the training. Bar for the bed has helped a 
lot. The pointers and instruction in moving and handling have 
benefited me physically. I don’t have any back pain now. She 
was very helpful in other ways too. Don’t know what would 
have happened to my back if I hadn’t had the instruction in 
moving & handling. She understood me. Never had anybody 
to support me before and now I can pick up the phone and call 
her anytime. The three of us got on with her which was good. 
I really appreciate this. M&H training was good although  my 
Father is still quite mobile. A wonderful service.”

WICCF are indebted to Alex Tearse of Reefnet who has been 
most helpful in constructing this website.

For further information please contact:

Western Isles Community Care Forum
Room 14, Council Offices, Tarbert, Isle of Harris HS3 3BG

Tel: 01859 502588   Email: info@wiccf.co.uk   Web: 
www.wiccf.co.uk

WICCF
Personal
Assistant Directory

Let Mrs Macs Books take the strain 

Fully Qualified, Insured & Regulated 

 We can help remove the burden of managing 
your accounts without it costing the earth. 
We offer a professional service to small and 
medium sized businesses, individuals, sole 
traders, partnerships, Limited Companies 
and CIS, at affordable prices to suit your 
budget. 
 
 Our broad range of services include 

Bookkeeping to Trial Balance using  
Computerised  Accountancy Systems with a  
Wide Range of Reports 

Final Accounts prepared and Tax Returns  
filed online  

Draft Final Accounts prepared for Limited  
Companies 

Independent Examiner for Clubs,  
Charities and Not-for-Profit Organisations  

Payroll, employee records, pensions and full 
submission of year end forms 

Invoicing and emailing your customers  
Preparation and filing of business VAT 
returns 
Preparation and filing of individual VAT 

claims for new builds 
 
Contact:  Solena MacLeod MICB CB Dip PM Dip 

T/A    Mrs Macs Books 
Kearnaval, 10 Tong, HS2 0HS 

Telephone: 01851 700193 
Mobile: 07791124520 

Email: mrsmacsbooks@aol.com 
Web: www.mrsmacsbooks.com 

Registered Practice 

               2999 

STRESSED OUT 
 by your TAX Return? 

 VAT man giving you problems 
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Uni-hoc
The school entered 
teams into this 
year’s unihoc com-
petition which took 
place in the Sports 
Centre. They played 
well and one team 
qualified for the 
final, finishing in 
third place.

'Welly Walk'
As part of their cur-
rent topic, EP1/2 went for a ‘welly walk’ to 
look at the moorland up from the school. The 
pupils dressed up in their wellies and had 
great fun. The topic is based around the Katie 
Morag books.

Sgoil a’ Bhac

◄ Uni-hoc participants

▼ EP1-2 Welly Walk!

It has been a 
very busy first term at Sgoil a’ Bhac. We partic-

ipated in the MacMillan Coffee Morning. Our Pupil Council 
took on the main responsibility of planning and organising 
the event.  Families and friends in the community were 
invited to the coffee morning where they were treated to a 
lovely selection of home baking and refreshments.

Our pupils were dressed in green and also took part in 
various competitions such as “Guess Miss MacDonald’s 
favourite cake’ and “Guess the weight of the duff.” The 
school and community raised £750.42. Thank you every-
one who supported this event and helped towards raising 
this wonderful sum of money.

MacMillan

    Coffee

        Morning

Guests at our MacMillan Coffee Morning

Pupils tucking in at the coffee morning
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The Opening of the New School in 
Back, 1966-67
The original Back School had been opened 
in November 1878. By the 1960s, however, 
the children of Back were in dire need of 
a better facility and in 1965 work began on 
building a new school. The architects 
were Gratton and Maclean of Glasgow 
and Stornoway Builders Ltd. were the 
contractors. The school cost £200,000 
to build. It took twenty months to com-
plete and it eventually opened on Friday 
21 October 1966.

On the day of the opening children and 
staff assembled in the playground of the 
old school and they formed a procession, 
led by a piper, Alex Graham (Prem), up the 
hill to their plush new school. (The tune he 
played while leaving the old school was 
‘Tha mi a’ falbh is cha till mi tuilleadh’.) 205 
pupils were enrolled in Back School at the 
time. One senior pupil said of the move to 
the new school that “it was a strange feel-
ing, for we were all sorry and glad at the 
same time.”

Incidentally, this was the day that a dis-
aster occurred in Wales when a waste tip 
slid down a mountainside into the mining 
village of Aberfan in South Wales. The 
slide engulfed the local school and 116 
children (about half the children in the 
school) and five teachers died. Many 
of the parents in Back lined the way 
as the children walked up to the new 
school and some of the children at the 
time recall mothers being quite emo-
tional as they saw their children move 
proudly into their new school and as 
they thought of the tragedy that had 
occurred elsewhere that very morning.

The Stornoway Gazette of the time 
records that Provost Mrs A Urquhart 
of Stornoway remarked that “the sit-
ing was extremely good, with a clear 
view all round, to the sea and the 
village.” The Back news in ‘From the 
Butt to Rodel’ in the Gazette extended 
wishes for a happy retirement to the 

janitor James Murray (Seumas a’ Ghobha) 
who was retiring after thirty years’ service. 
Angus (Priogaisean), the son of the retir-
ing janitor, was subsequently the janitor of 
Back School for many years.

The school was officially opened some 
months later on 
Tuesday 31 January 
1967. More than 
350 parents and 
guests were present 
for the opening cer-
emony. Rev. Murdo 
J. Nicolson, the 
Ross and Cromarty 
County Convener, 
performed the cer-
emony and the chair-
man was Rev. Roderick 
Macdonald, Stornoway, the 
chairman of the Lewis Education District 
Sub-Committee. The platform party also 
included Councillor Allan Cameron, North 
Tolsta; Rev. Donald Gillies, Free Church 
Minister in Crossbost and Rev. Angus 

MacCuish of Stornoway High 
Church. Rev. Murdo Macaulay, 
the minister of Back at the time, 
was unfortunately unable to 
attend due to ill health. The school 
choir, under the instruction of 
Mr Duncan Morison, performed 
some Gaelic songs. Mr James 
Maclennnan presented two silver 
cups to the school, which were to 
be awarded each year to a boy 
and girl for Leadership. Roderick 
Mackenzie, the Headmaster of 
the school, ended the ceremony 
with a vote of thanks.

At that time Donald Macleod 
(Dàl) of 25 Vatisker was 94 years of age. 
He is believed to be the only pupil alive in 
1967 who had started school on the day 
the old school opened in November 1878.  

The new school included eight classrooms, 
which could accommodate between 30 
and 40 pupils, a gymnasium, a library, and 
technical and homecraft rooms. There was 
no dedicated nautical room, although the 
senior boys were learning about naviga-

tion. The Gazette recorded that “for the 
girls there is an excellent homecrafts room 
which included gadgets from every wom-
an’s dream house. There are five electric 
cookers and one gas cooker, on which 
the girls of Back can learn the art of cook-
ing. One section of the room has been 
partitioned off and there is a bedroom and 
lounge where the girls are taught other les-
sons on keeping a house. Future mothers 
are not forgotten either and instructions 
are even given on how to look after baby 
– including his daily bath. A doll is provided 
for this purpose.” 

The school was staffed by ten teachers. 
The infant mistress was Miss Catherine 
A. Macleod and other teachers included 
Mrs Catherine Maclennan, Miss Christina 
A. Macleod and Miss Annie Mackenzie.  In 
charge of Primary 7 - the ‘quali’ class - was 
Miss Catherine Macdonald. The teachers 
in the secondary department were Mr John 
Maclennan, Mr Angus Macleod (Head 

English teacher) and Miss Margaret 
Macgregor. Mr Murdo Macleod taught 
technical subjects and Miss Donna 
Smith was in charge of home crafts.

Visiting teachers also visited the 
school. For music there was Mr 
Duncan Morison, for physical training 
Miss Catherine Campbell, for arts and 
crafts Miss Christine Macmillan, for 
navigation Mr Murdo Macleod, and for 
sewing Mrs Margaret Bain. 

In 1967, at the end of that first ses-
sion in Back School, the Dux prize 
was awarded to Mairi A Maciver and 
the Leadership prizes went to Mairi A 
Maciver and Gordon Maclennan

The Opening of the New School in Back
On the fiftieth anniversary of the new school opening at Back, we also remember the Aberfan disaster which occurred on 
the same day. Here we look back at an article Angus Morrison wrote for Loch a Tuath News in April 2007.

Construction of the new Sgoil a' Bhac c. 1965 with the 
old school buildings visible in the top left of the picture. 

The new school opened on Friday 21 October 1966

The assembled gathering at the official 
opening of the school, 1967
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Roving Reporters
Our reporters have been diligently record-
ing all the latest news from our busy 
school. The reporters give up their 
own time during breaks and their 
willing help is much appreciat-
ed. Katie, Samya, Leon, Joel, 
Keith, Ewan, Gregor and 
Naomi have all contributed 
to this issue. 

Nursery News
The children in the Sgoil Àraich have 
been learning outdoors in the lovely 
October weather. The boys and girls used 
recycled plastic bottles and filled them with 
materials found in the school playground and garden, 
water and sparkling glitter. They created special shak-
ers which look like police lights and sirens to link in 
with the People Who Help Us project. Can you spot the 
shakers in the photograph?

The children in both nurseries have enjoyed education-
al visits from a fire fighter, policeman and paramedics. 
All the visits brought ‘The People Who help Us’ topic to 
life and the children had fun learning about jobs in the 
local community.

Tong School’s Macmillan Coffee Morning
On 30th September Tong School held their annual 
Macmillan coffee morning. The boys and girls from 
Nursery up to Primary Seven did a fantastic job of mak-
ing delicious treats for everyone to enjoy.  The boys 
and girls in the  nursery and Sgoil Àraich made play 
dough and crispy cakes. Primary 1/2 made marshmal-
low treats and invented fun names for their snacks. 
Primary 3/4 made truffles and chocolates. Primary 4/5 
made Willy Wonka’s marshmallow delights. Primary 6/7 
made chocolate and vanilla cup cakes with sprinkles on 
top. At the coffee morning there was home baking, a 
raffle and teas and coffees. Thank you to everyone who 
played their part to make the Macmillan coffee morning 
a success: the women who made delicious cups of tea 

and coffee, the children 
who were manning 
the stalls, the peo-

ple handing out raffle 
tickets, allthose who gen-

erously donated towards 
the raffles and everyone who 

attended the event. Mrs Agnes 
Macleod (from MacMillan Cancer 

Support and also Mrs Mackenzie’s mum) 
came in and received the cheque for an incredible £970 
at the Harvest assembly.

Harvest Assembly 
Reverend CI Macleod led our third Harvest assembly 
on 12th October. Parents and friends kindly donated 
a variety of foods which were collected by Mr and Mrs 
Elliott from the Salvation Army. This was a chance for 
us to realise how fortunate we are because we have 
so much food. The donated food will be used by the 
Salvation Army at their breakfast club and also given to 
families in need. It was lovely to have family and friends 
joining us at the assembly. Children from each class 
shared some of the work they had produced when 
learning about Harvest Thanksgiving.  

Tong’s Blythswood Shoebox Appeal
On 6th October, Mrs Kennedy, our former Head 
Teacher, came and gave us a talk about the Blythswood 
Shoebox Appeal 2016. We were astonished to discover 
that when we are thinking about Christmas, there were 
some children who just want a warm and safe home. 
Tong School has been helping this worthwhile char-
ity for many years now. We would like to thank Mrs 

Tong School

Happy smiles at our MacMillan Coffee Morning

Mrs Kennedy delivering the Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal Talk
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Kennedy for giving up some of her time to talk about 
what Blythswood have done and what they continue to 
do. We would also like to thank the people who make 
sure that our shoeboxes are delivered safely and on 
time. We loved hearing that the people who receive 
shoeboxes keep their empty shoeboxes as they are 
precious gifts. 

Friendship Focus
P1-4 have been exploring friendship as part of their 
learning in Health and Wellbeing. P3/4 have written 
recipes about creating a friendship potion. Here is 
Dylan’s recipe:

Drop thousands of joy into a boiling hot tub of love.
Pour sprinkles of trust into a pot.

Add kindness into the class.
Mix support in with sharing.
Stir friendship with loyalty and playing.
Put a piece of generosity into a cup.
 Mix all your ingredients together.

Push and Pull for Primary One and Two
Primary One and Two have been thinking about Push 
and Pull Forces as part of their topic about ‘The Blue 
Balloon.’  One afternoon Lewis’ mum and his little 
brother, Fraser brought a Science toy in to share with 
the class.  The boys and girls showed they are super 
strong as they used a pulling force to get the toy to 
move. The boys and girls would like to thank Mrs 
Condy and Fraser for taking the time to come and 

share the fun toy with us. 

Lewis and Fraser are ready to use a pulling force

share the fun toy with us. 
Tong Stars 
and Tong Bananas played matches 
at the second stage of the Sports 
Festival unihoc competition. After 
three challenging matches, 
Tong Stars made it through to 
the final game. We played 
Shawbost and we lost 2-0. 
However, we were happy 
to be awarded 2nd place 
in the competition. Well 
done to all who partici-
pated, especially those 
who took part in their 
first Sports Festival 
event. 

Tong School participat-
ed in a sporting event 
called the Junior Soccer 
Sevens. One of our teams 
got through to the next 
stage which will be played in 
Harris. Best of luck!

We also took part in the Touch 
Rugby competition. We had six strong 

p l a y -
ers in our team (Joel, 

Keith, Gregor, Freya, Cailean 
and Ewan). We won our 

first five matches and won 
4-1 against Shawbost in 
the final game. We were 
awarded a trophy which 
visitors to the school will 
see in our display cabi-
net. This is our fourth 
year in a row of winning 
this competition and we 
really enjoy the sport.

Some of our pupils 
recently competed in a 
triathlon event. This is 

a challenging event as 
you have to swim, cycle 

and run.  We would like 
to add a message of con-

gratulations to Keith Bray (P6) 
who was placed first for his age 

group at the triathlon. Well done to 
all who completed the tough course.

Sporting

News

Outdoor Learning with the Gaelic Nursery
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Cairdeas Trip to Inverness

On Monday 12th September a group of the 
ladies braved the weather and sailed to 
Inverness on the Loch Seaforth. The wind had 
been so bad that there was doubt of it sailing 
that morning but the crossing was very good 
and nobody was unwell. We had three nights 
in the Royal Highland hotel and the staff there 
were very good to us and we were well looked 
after. Calum (Gobs) and his wife called to see 
us on the Tuesday evening so there was a lot 
of catching up to do. On the Wednesday we 
went for lunch to the Snow Goose and Jean 
Ann (Jake) came with us and she enjoyed 
meeting old friends. All too soon the shopping trips had 
to stop and with suitcases a lot heavier than when we 
left the island we headed back to the bus station and 
home. The age of chivalry is still alive and we would like 
to thank all the gallant gentlemen who gave us a hand 
with the luggage onto the bus and ferry. We would have 

been lost without them. Thank you once again to Catriona 
Macleod and Nan Stewart who organised the trip and 
organises our two weekly meetings which start again on 
26th October. We would love you to come and join us if 
you are free, have a cup of tea and listen to a speaker 
and catch up with friends.

Cairdeas

▲ The four Macleod brothers from 34 Gress (Balaich Tohan) at the recent wedding of their niece, Gillian Angus to Jonathan 
Flett. L-R: Murdo Macleod (34 Gress) Iain Macleod (Whanganui, 

New Zealand), John Norman Macleod (Mill View, Gress) and Willie 
Macleod (Glenesk, Gress).

▼ A Macleod family gathering

Back: Murdo, John Norman, Iain and 
Willie Macleod. 

Front: Mrs Didi Welsh and Mrs Christine Angus (Mother of the Bride)

Macleod Family Gathering▼ A Macleod family gathering

Back: Murdo, John Norman, Iain and 

MMMMaaaaMaMMaM cccclllllleeeeeeoooeoeeoeeoeeoeeoe ddddd FFFFaaaaammmmmiiiiillllliliili yyyylyl GGGaaaaattttttttataata hhhhhhhhhheeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrrrrriiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnniniini gggggggggggg

Tracey and Lynne are now back at work in Serenity Hair and Beauty 
following their maternity leave. The salon is open on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays with Lynne working from 9am - 4pm, and Tracey working 
from 4.30 - 9pm.

Call the salon for appointments on 820 020 and any messages will be 
replied to on these days.

Pictured Lynne with baby Louis, and Tracey 
with baby Jessica.
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifie
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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October saw our first quiz night, which was well attended 
and great fun. Congratulations to the winning team - the 
Shaws. We hope to have another quiz night in December 
so watch this space.

October was also a month for celebrating for some of 
our younger volunteers; Sandy Morrison, has been vol-
unteering at the football development club and helped to 
organise the quiz night for which he received his Saltire 
10 hour, 25 hour and Challenge Awards. Eilidh Murray, 
Eilidh Sine Macdonald, Clare 
Macdonald and Sian Mackay 
also received Saltire awards 
for volunteering to help with 
the half time teas at match-
es and keeping the refresh-
ments coming at the official 
opening of the Sports Arena 
earlier this year. 

We are always looking for 
new volunteers; coaches, 
committee members, peo-
ple to help at events like 
our recent quiz night or 
bake cakes for events like 
our recent Macmillan coffee 
morning. Anyone interested 
in volunteering should get in 
touch with Terri.

November sees another chance to learn to play Tchoukball. 
Friday 18th November, after you’ve worn the kids out at the 
fun session and put them to bed, why not come back out 
for some adult sporty fun. The Swiss game using rebound 
nets that look similar to kids trampolines is played in teams. 
You’ve heard the kids talking about it, now it’s the adults 
turn to have a go. The session is free and you don’t need 
to have played before, just book your place through our 
website or Terri.

Sharon return for more keep fit classes and Linedancing 
starts back for a 7 week block. We also have three bad-
minton courts available on Tuesday nights 6.30-8.30 make 
sure you book in advance to avoid disappointment. Most of 
our activities can be booked on our website www.backfrc.
org.uk or by calling Terri on 820745.

We also have another chance to brush up your photogra-
phy skills coming soon. The six week course, will run on 
a Thursday night from 6-8pm starting on 3rd November. 
The course will cover camera fundamentals, exposure 
and light, creative use of camera controls, compositional 
techniques and basic photo editing. For full course details 
and requirements, visit www.58northphotography.com/
workshops or contact Rachel on 07732 737007.

Dates for your diary: full details can be found on our website 
or sign up for our new what’s on 

email and get details deliv-
ered to your inbox each 
month. Visit www.backfrc.
org.uk for more information 
or to sign up.

Family Fun Session - 
Friday 18th November, 
3:30 - 5:30pm

Book Club - Wednesday 
30th November, £2.50

Bowling for Beginners - 
Thursday 3rd November, 
6.30 - 7.30pm, FREE

Tchoukball for Beginners 
- Friday 18th November, 7 - 
8:30pm (over 16s only)

Rainy Day Bike Club - Thursdays, 1-3pm 

Photography Classes - 6 week course starts Thursday 
3rd November, 6-8pm

Keep Fit - Mondays, 7pm, £4

Line Dancing - Tuesdays 1st Nov to 13th Dec, 7 - 
8.30pm, £15 for the block

Badminton - Tuesdays, 6:30 - 8:30pm, £6 a court includ-
ing equipment for up to 4 people

Island Archers - Wednesdays, 7-9pm, £5 adult, £2 
junior (www.islandarchers.org)

Youth Darts Academy - Thursdays, 6.30 - 7.30pm

Lunchtime Walk Club - Friday 4th, 11th and 18th, 
Midday walk - free, soup - £1.50

Back Football and Recreation Club - What’s on in November

Sandy Morrison receiving his Saltire 10 hour, 25 hour and Challenge Awards from Christopher Graham

22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service

 Business & Personal

 Excellent Service
A D V I C E
YOU CAN
T R U S T
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Do you need help with your tax return?
Murray Mackay is the only Chartered Tax Advisor in 
practice in the Western Isles - the highest level tax 
qualification in the UK.

Murray is therefore best placed to prepare your tax 
return to ensure all possible tax reliefs and deduc-
tions are claimed - thereby keeping your tax liability 
to an absolute minimum.

Murray is also able to meet your other business 
needs - whether it be accounts, book-keeping, VAT 
returns or corporation tax.

Specialist tax services also provided.

For more information contact Murray Mackay
Tax Solutions Scotland Limited (Chartered Tax Advisers)

www.taxsolutionsscotland.co.uk / 07793 535 227
murray@taxsolutionsscotland.co.uk

MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING
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Crann-ola Daile Mòire
Le Dòmhnall E Meek

An cuala sibh mar thachair sa mhadainn san Dail Mhòir
Nuair thog na bodaich ‘s cailleachan sealladh air a’ chòrs’,
‘S a chunnaic iad le iognadh an t-annas a bu mhò
A chunnaic iad sa bhaile sin fhads a bha iad beò?

Na shuidhe air na creagan bha crann-ola gasda còir,
Le ceithir chasan bha cho neartmhor ri Goliat is a sheòrs’,
Is fiamh a ghàir air aghaidh agus pìob a sheinneadh ceòl,
Is làn a chuirp de dh’ola cho prìseil ris an òr.

‘Fhuair sibh an-diugh Winner’, thuirt an crann ri Coinneach Mòr,
‘Is thagh mi Eilean Leòdhais gus an toirinn dhuibh mo stòr;
Tha sibhse fìor airidh air mo leithid bhith tadhail oirbh,
Is cumaidh mise dol sibh le connadh mar as còir.

‘Ma dhioglas sibh mo chasan, bheir mise dhuibh nas leòr
Airson gach taigh a lasadh fad mìle bliadhn’ is còrr;
Cha bhi crùisgean anns a’ bhaile nach fhaic sibh a’ tigh’nn beò,
‘S a deàlradh mar na reultan ged laigheadh oirbh an ceò.

‘Ma sheinneas Mairead òran dhomh gu snasail san t-seann nòs,
Togaidh sin mo chìrean is bidh mi air mo dhòigh,
Is saoilidh mi gu bheil mi a’ frithealadh a’ Mhòid,
‘S g’ eil sibh uil’ gam iarraidh san taobh shiar de Eilean Leòdh’s.’

Sheinn Mairead òran gasda dha, is dhiogail Coinneach Mòr
Gach cas a bh’air a’ bhalach ud, is shruth a-mach an t-òr,
Na h-abhainn àlainn mhaisich den ola a bu bhòidhich’,
Is thàinig solas eireachdail do gach dachaigh san Dail Mhòir.

Tha sinn’ a-nis le crann-ola
anns an Loch a Tuath

Agus ‘s e e fhèin tha dòigheil
bho thàinig e thar chuan.

‘S na solais aig’ a’ deàlradh
cho breagha feadh na h-oidhch’

‘S gun saoil sibh gur e ’n Nollaig
a th’air a thighinn mun cuairt.

“Mo chasan ‘s iad cho spàgach
an-deidh na thachair dhòmhsa

Bho thàinig mi gu Eilean Leòdhais
leis a’ ghèile mhòr.

Tha iad air a bhith cho bàigheil rium
le sia bàtaichean mòra mun cuairt

A’ cumail sùil gheur orm
mas tèid mi fodha sìos.

Le sia acraichean mòra
gam mo chumail-sa gu stòid’

Gus an tig an t-àm
‘s an tog iad mi air a’ Hawk.

Ach – O!  Mo chreach-sa thàinig
nuair a sguabas iad mi air falbh 

‘S a ruigeas iad an Tuirc leam
‘s a thèid mo bhriseadh suas.

Transocean
Winner

Crann-ola Loch a Tuath 
le Mairead (Tonkan) NicDhomhnaill, Col

Pictures courtesy of Stornoway Coastguard Rescue Team
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In November 2015, following a newspaper article regard-
ing the National Commemorative Event to mark the 
Centenary of the Battle of the Somme, we applied for 
tickets in the National Ballot in the vain hope that we 
might be lucky. Almost at the same time we also applied 
for tickets in the Wimbledon ballot (fat chance we 
thought). What happened? We were allocated tickets for 
both events!! 2 tickets for Wimbledon Court 2 for Tuesday 
28th June and 2 tickets for the event at Thiepval for 
Friday 1st July. 

Reasons for wanting to go to the Centenary of the Battle 
of the Somme:- my father, Neil MacLeod (Ulag) 40 Coll, 
served with the Cameron Highlanders and at the age of 
18 marched, with his colleagues, the length of the river 
Somme to Ypres in Belgium.

So then the planning began, travel to London, accommo-
dation in London, travel to France etc. Travel was easy, 
train from Edinburgh to London, Monday 27th June, 
Accommodation in Chiswick for 3 nights – so we could go 
to Wimbledon. Eurostar London to Paris Nord Thursday, 
30th June. Then train from Paris to Amiens – same day. 
Accommodation in Amiens – not so simple. Endless 
enquiries, emails etc. (all conducted in Anna’s school 
French). Until we were eventually told that accommoda-
tion in the Somme area had been booked up for 3 years, 
ever since the Commemorative event was announced.

However, all was not lost, accommodation was eventu-
ally found at Longeau, 20 minutes by car from Amiens 
for the night of the 30th, then accommodation for Friday 
Saturday & Sunday in the city of Amiens. This meant 
of course that we had to vacate our B&B Hotel at 7am 
on the 1st, get a taxi to take us to the railway station at 
Amiens for the train to Albert, where shuttle buses await-
ed to take everyone to the Thiepval Memorial. 

We breathed a sigh of relief when the taxi rolled up 

exactly on time and so onward to Amiens Train Station. 
Trains in France seem to be very efficient, arriving and 
departing on time, so we arrived in the small town of 
Albert where we had to go through rigorous security, 
then boarded the shuttle bus to the Thiepval Memorial 
to the Missing. 10,000 people were allocated tickets 
for the event, but the organisation was superb. “Goody 
bags” were given to all, containing bottled water, the 
programme for the event and a plastic poncho. We were 
taken to the most enormous marquee where tea, coffee 
and French pastries were provided, also bottled water. 
Still only 9.30am and we had to make our way to the 
memorial to be seated before 10.45am to wait the arrival 
of the VIP guests, Royalty, Heads of State etc. 

While we waited, a film, “Battle of the Somme” was shown 
on large screens, then we were enter-
tained by military bands. Royalty and 
Heads of State also representatives 
of nations that fought in The Battle of 
the Somme arrived.

The Ceremony began at 12.00 and 
finished at 1pm, and it started rain-
ing – fortunately we had the plastic 
poncho! 

During the ceremony there were sev-
eral readings, excerpts from letters 
from soldiers written before the battle 
and music. The Morriston Orpheus 
choir sang ‘Keep the Home Fires 
Burning’, accompanied by the Band 
of the Welsh Guards, The French 
Army Choir sang. Julie Fowlis sang 
‘An Eala Bhan’, which was composed 
in the trenches by Domhnuill Ruadh 
Choruna, lump in the throat time. The 
BBC Symphony Orchestra played 
‘The Banks of Green Willow’. A piper 

from the 1st Battalion Irish Guards played the lament 
‘The Battle of the Somme’.

The congregation of 10,000 sang ‘Abide with Me’, really 
emotional. The Ceremony ended with a prayer from the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 

We were given brown paper bags containing our lunch, 
which comprised ham sandwiches, egg salad sandwich-
es, currant bun, Quiche Lorraine, fresh fruit, juice, bag of 
crisps and a chocolate brownie. Multiply that by 10,000 
– what a lot of work.

While having lunch, we met a friend from Linlithgow with 
his father and brother from Northern Ireland. Sammy is a 
volunteer colleague of Anna with Victim Support in West 
Lothian.

Before we left home we had visited Lady Haig’s Poppy 
factory in Edinburgh where we had ordered small 
wooden crosses. One with the badge of the Cameron 
Highlanders, and one with the Canadian flag. When the 

Visit to Thiepval Memorial 1st July 2016
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staff in the factory heard where we were going they gave 
us a long stemmed poppy. So after lunch, we laid the 
crosses on the memorial and placed the poppy on the 
grave of an unknown soldier from the 
Seaforth Highlanders. Flowers were 
laid on all the graves by children from 
schools in the UK and France. By 
then the sun had come out.

Surreal moment Number 1 – in a taxi 
(driven by an Algerian), on the way 
from Chiswick to London St Pancras 
for the Eurostar train, Anna’s phone 
rang, Radio nan Gaidheal wishing 
to speak to me after the Ceremony. 
Unfortunately, that did not happen as 
Anna’s phone did not work while we 
were in France. My phone worked but 
they did not have my number.

Surreal moment Number 2. - On 
the day following the Ceremony 
we walked into Amiens city centre. 
Amiens Cathedral is beautiful and 
contains a relic reputed to be the 
skull of St John the Baptist. Suddenly, 
we heard the sound of the pipes. We 
followed the sound and discovered the ‘United Pipers for 
Peace’. 22 Pipe bands from France and Germany, only 
one from Scotland. The bands marched through the city 
centre entertaining the crowds. In a sunlit square while 
we were having lunch we watched as a young Highland 
dancer performed the Sword Dance and the Highland 
Fling.

By the way, we did go to Wimbledon, beautiful morn-
ing, saw Radek Stepanek v Nick Kyrgios and Fernando 
Verdasco v Bernard Tomic - then it rained!

Footnote: On the first day of the Battle of the Somme 
Adams more than 19,240 British 

soldiers were killed and nearly twice that number wounded. The 
total of 57,470 casualties was and remains the highest suffered 
by the British Army in a single day.

The Battle of the Somme 
began at 7.30am on 1st July 1916 and lasted until 18th 
November 1916 – 141 days.

Thiepval Memorial to the Missing was designed by Sir 
Edward Lutyens and unveiled in 1932. It is the largest 
Commonwealth Memorial in the world. This was the most 
special, emotional, unmissable occasion and we were privi-
leged to have been able to attend.

Neil MacLeod
(Neilie Ulag)

► Baby Adam 
with Dad 
Alasdair and 
Mum Annmarie 

◄ ▼ A very 
smart Adam with 
Mum Annmarie, 
and Rev C I 
Macleod

Adam's Baptism
Some pictures of Adam Macdonald Morrison's 
baptism held in Back Free Church Hall recently.
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Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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How pleasantly surprising it was to see the summer 
flowers revive during the welcome warm, 
sunny spell we had during October. Now in 
November the autumn gradually gives way 
to winter, though there is still some colour 
around, though most of it the changing col-
our of leaves and shrubs.

November can be an ideal month for dig-
ging, getting rid of weeds, opening up 
the soil and leaving tidy beds over winter.  
Recycling fallen leaves into leaf mould 
will provide the most excellent compost 
and this can be best doneby filling plas-
tic bags and leaving the leaves to rot - a 
process which normally takes one 
year. Investing in a small shred-
der would enable hedge cut-
tings and branches to be 
shredded and recycled. 
Everything in the gar-
den can be returned 
to the ground to 
benefit the garden.  
November is also 
the month to lift 
tubers and corms, to 
be dried and stored 
in a damp free envi-
ronment. I have semi-
hardy fuschias which 
are planted out every 
year and they will be dug up, 
pruned and re-buried in a shel-
tered place out of reach of frost. This 
is an excellent way to winter semi-hardy roots. I had two 
buddleias which I took from cuttings and planted in the 
garden in order to attract the coloured butterflies. The 

  Anns a’ 
 ghàrradh...Preparing for Winter

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
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buddleia is a sun-loving plant but, unfortunately, due 
to the cold, wet summer, their flowers shriv-

elled without giving a 
lovely display of col-
our. I only saw two 
butterflies this year, 
so they have been 
dug up and removed.

November is also a 
month for collecting 
seed, especially the 
nasturtiums. Some 
honeysuckle branch-
es have been chan-
nelled into the soil 
and kept down with 
a stone in order to 

let them shoot out new 
roots, which will then be 
cut and transferred into 
pots to over-winter in the 

greenhouse. This is what is called lay-
ering. The rhubarb plot will be cov-
ered with rotted grass cuttings. 
Finally, I always secure the 
greenhouse by rein-
forcing the roof with 

cross-timbers.

From the 
Poileagan

▲ Fuchsia

◄ Buddleia and butterfly

Please 
note 

a year's 
subscription 

will now be 10 
issues, due to July and  

December double issues.
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Leave
On leave recently were Donald Macaulay, 
7 Gress, Navy; Donald Macleod, 31 Gress, 
Army; Donald Stewart, 16 Gress, Army, 
and John Macdonald, 27 Gress, RAF.

Off to Varsity
George Macleod, 66 Coll, left recently to 
take up studies at Aberdeen University. 
He had just begun his University course 
when he was called up. He was demobbed 
from the Navy a few months ago. 

Demobbed
Demobbed recently was:- John Macleod, 
RN, 63 Coll. 

Accidently Killed
The whole village was shocked when 
it became known on Nov 1, 1946, that 
Donald Mackenzie, second son of the late 
Mr and Mrs Mackenzie, 46 Back, had died 
in Victoria Infirmary, Glasgow, following 
an accident which occurred while he 
was working at Princes’ Docks, Glasgow. 
“Dollan Oscar,” as he was familliarly 
known, settled in Glasgow early this year 
shortly after his marriage to Christina 
Macdonald, 32 Gress, and he had been 
employed at the docks since then. He 
spent the greater part of his life sailing, 
and many a Lewis lad in foreign parts 
wrote home to tell of enjoyable meetings 
with him. No matter where they met he 
always managed to instil the atmosphere 
of Lewis. He had a cheerful and affable 
disposition, and was always ready to help 
his fellows. A keen sense of humour, cou-
pled with what was at times a devastating 
wit, made him popular with young and 
old, especially in the “Ceann a muigh”, 
where his passing caused genuine sorrow. 
He was 52 years of age. The remains came 
by boat on Saturday, November 2, and the 
funeral took place on Monday following, 
and was largely attended. He is survived 
by his wife and two brothers Alex and 
John who travelled to Kyle of Lochalsh 
to take the remains home, and by two sis-
ters, Effie and Joan. The sympathy of the 
community goes out to them in this, their 
second bereavement during recent years. 

Golden Wedding
Congratulations to Mr and Mrs Allan 
Murray, 22 Gress, who celebrated the 
50th anniversary of their marriage on 
the first Tuesday of October. They were 
married by the Rev Allan Mackenzie, 
on the 4th October, 1896. It was the 
first marriage conducted in North Tolsta 
by a minister of the Free Presbyterian 
Church. A family of five daughters and 
three sons survive. One son was lost 
in the First World War. There are three 
daughters married in Canada, and three 

sons married in Gress. There are fifteen 
grandchildren.

Pupils Past and Present
Following the recent car accidents in the 
island, the merest incidents are liable to 
be exaggerated, and when on Monday 
morning the Back School bus, as a result 
of a burst tyre, slid gracefully off the 
road onto a grassy plain, no doubt fearful 
tales of casualties were bruited abroad, 
we are pleased to be able to state that 
the only casualty was a former pupil of 
the Nicolson. Remembering how in his 
own school days, morning delays were 
warmly welcomed and even hoped for, he 
received something of a shock when he 
saw the 1946 pupils, en masse, without 
a backward glance, set off at the double 
for school. He commented on this to his 
neighbour, and was told, “Oh, they have 
the exams just now, that’s why they are in 
such a hurry.” He came round at the count 
of eight.

Obituary
The death took place at New Street, Back, 
the home of her sister, of Miss Mina 
Macgregor, Lighthill, Back. She was 61 
years of age. It would be hard to find 
a more hard-working and conscientious 
employee than “Minag,” as she was affec-
tionately known. She could never bear to 
be idle, craving as she did the companion-
ship and satisfaction that work gave her, 
and even towards the end, when her health 
began to fail, she preferred to go on work-
ing than to take things easy. For the last 
five years she was employed in Messrs 
Newalls’ mill, where she was popular and 
respected by her fellow employees and 
employers alike. A daughter of the late 
Mr and Mrs Hector Macgregor who came 
to Back from Aultbea, she was for many 
years a member of Back Free Church 
where she would be much missed. She 
was one of a family of nine, of whom 
only three remain, two brothers and a 
sister, Mrs Peggy Maciver, New St, Back, 
to whose home she was taken when she 
became worse a fortnight before she died. 
The funeral took place from there to Gress 
cemetery on October 31, and was largely 
attended. Sincere sympathy is extended to 
the relatives and friends in their sad loss. 

Wedding Bells
The winter wedding, (and it looks as if 
there might be quite a few) started off 
with a swing on October 31, when Isobel, 
elder daughter of Mr and Mrs Alexander 
Macdonald, School St, Back, was mar-
ried to Murdo, eldest son of Mr and Mrs 
John Macleod, 60 Coll. The marriage 
ceremony which was held at 4pm in 
Back Church, was conducted by Rev Mr 

Campbell, Garrabost, assisted by Rev Mr 
Macdonald, Ullapool. The bride, who 
was given away by her father, was piped 
to and from the church by her cousin, 
Pipe Major WIlliam Macleod, Seaforth 
Highlanders. It was Pipe Major Macleod’s 
last day in Lewis for some time, as he was 
leaving that night on his way to the Far 
East. Becomingly dressed in white crepe, 
with long flowing veil held in place by a 
coronet of orange blossom and veiling, 
and wearing white sandals, the radiant 
bride carried a bouquet of white chry-
santhemums, set in maidenhair fern. Her 
three charming bridesmaids, Jessie Bell, 
sister of the groom, Annie, her own sister, 
and Annie Macleod, 27 Newton, her cous-
in were dressed alike in lilac crepe, with 
becoming headresses of pink and lilac, 
and silver sandals. They carried bouquets 
of pink chrysanthemums. Mr WiIliam 
Macdonald, brother of the bride, was best 
man. A very large crown gathered at the 
bride’s home where a real Lewis wedding 
was kept going merrily until morning. 
Of the 86 telegrams received, one came 
from the bride’s uncle in Australia and the 
great number of presents, and large sum 
of money, showed the esteem in which the 
young couple are held. The bridegroom 
served in the Navy during the war years, 
and the bride was a manageress in the 
Naafi. For going away the bride wore a 
tan coat with brown accessories. We take 
this opportunity of congratulating them 
and wishing them every happiness for the 
future.

Tong news

A Tribute
It was with the profound regret that only 
a child’s death can cause, that the com-
munity learnt of the tragic death of baby 
Donald Macleod, youngest son of Mr 
and Mrs Calum Maclean, of 3 Tong Park, 
Stornoway, on the 10th inst., at the tender 
age of 9 months. It is hard to realise that 
no more in this world will we see wee 
Donald’s cherubic countenance, which 
was seldom seen without an angelic smile, 
one of the reasons why he was idolised by 
all. Indeed, his sweetness did not belong 
to this world of cruel happenings. Only a 
few hours before his death he was a happy 
healthy child, more like a child of 2 years 
than 9 months. The large number who 
attended the funeral testified to the heart-
felt sympathy of the whole community 
and of all relatives and friends throughout 
the island. May the Great Comforter be 
with his heartbroken mother, father and 
two brothers and may they find consola-
tion in the knowledge that “of such is the 
kingdom of God.”

Back in Time  November 1946
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Brevig Activities 
In recent months Brevig Harbour has been the scene of 
major activity in and around the operation to transport the 
Transocean Winner to Turkey. The operations transfixed us 
all and a light has gone out in our lives with the passage of 
the oil rig to distant shores! 

The installation of CCTV at the harbour has reduced the inci-
dents of fly tipping. This has been a deterrent and contributed 
to improving tidiness and safety in and around the harbour. As 
a result of our initiative, the Comhairle has decided to follow 
this example and install CCTV at all their harbours and piers 
across the Western Isles. 

Of course, the nature of fly tipping is just that; it's fly, and 
it moves on to other areas. There have been incidents of 
this happening at Vatisker. Anyone caught fly tipping will be 
prosecuted and could face a fine of up to £400 or six months 
imprisonment. There is an excellent facility at Creedpark that 
will take care of most materials that you would want to dis-
pose of, and it should be utilised.  

BT Superfast Broadband
The roll out of Superfast Broadband in the community hasn't 
exactly been seamless. Many households have had prob-
lems getting connectivity and there are still small pockets 
in some villages that just can't get connected. As well as 
being in touch with BT Openreach on a regular basis trying 
to get some of those cases resolved, we recently had the 
opportunity to question the BT Programme Director Robert 
Thorburn and Donnie Morrison from HIE, at the Comhairle's 
Sustainable Development Committee.

We had a comprehensive presentation on the latest develop-
ments and progress being made in relation to the roll-out of 
superfast broadband in the Islands. 

Despite progress being made there are clearly challenges 
in the rollout of this project. We heard about some of these 
challenges and some of the potential solutions. It will be 
essential over the next period that HIE and BT redouble their 
efforts to mitigate the identified problems and to ensure that 
all homes and businesses in our communities are provided 
with a superfast service. 

We cannot allow a situation of service inequality to develop in 
our community and it is essential that issues are comprehen-
sively addressed. If there is any shortfall in terms of finance 
this requires to be addressed as a matter of urgency by the 
Scottish Government. 

In the meantime, 
we will 

continue to deal with the cases brought to our attention. 

Roads Maintenance 
In recent times we have seen some improvements in roads 
maintenance across the Ward. This is welcome as the con-
dition of some village roads had deteriorated to an unac-
ceptable state. Of course there will still be some areas that 
need attention and we will do our best to address them as 
resources allow. 

Earlier this year the Comhairle agreed that some of the 
underspend in the Capital Programme should be put to roads 
maintenance across the islands. As a result we were able to 
get the main road from Back to Gress re-surfaced. It too, had 
been in poor condition. 

With a new road surface there is the temptation to increase 
our speed and I know there are concerns from residents 
about road safety. Through the Community Council and local 
councillors, Police Scotland have been alerted to those con-
cerns and there should be an increased Police presence to 
monitor activity and to deter excessive speeding on the road.    

Resilience and Emergency Planning
The three community councils in the Ward have been dis-
cussing resilience and emergency planning, so that in the 
event of any major incident, for example long term power out-
ages as a result of a storm, resources will be place to respond 
to any eventuality. One of the challenges will be to identify 
resources and volunteers with specific skills and access to 
equipment or machinery. If you have an interest in this kind 
of volunteering please get in touch with your local Community 
Council contact or with one of your local councillors for more 
information.  

The collaboration between the community councils is ongoing 
and at an early stage. There will be a joint meeting to further 
discuss these issues later this month. 

Surgeries
I hope to hold surgeries on the following dates:

Tong Community Centre, Monday 21 November, 7-8pm
Loch a Tuath Community Hut, Tuesday 22 November, 7-8pm
No appointment is necessary. You can contact Catriona, John 
A, or myself at any time through our usual 
contact details.

Samaritans here 24/7 if you need to talk.
Free phone from landline or mobile 116123

Comhairle Column Councillor Donald Crichton

The recent Soup & Pudding lunch 
raised the  grand sum of £520.00 and the 

Community Council thank all those who helped in anyway 
at this event and with the Community skip on the same day.

This goes a long way to helping raise the funds for defibrillators 
for the village and along with financial help from our councillors 
and from the Community Council it is hoped to have defibril-
lators at the Sports Centre and at the Hut before too long. As 
many people as possible are encouraged to take up the offer of 
training to use the defibrillators and this will be provided locally 
by Lucky2BHere. Dates & times have to be confirmed but a 
good response from the community is essential.

It seems that summer is barely over we are looking to 
Christmas and the date for the Senior Citizens dinner has 
now been set for 14th January 2017 at the Caladh Inn. These 
events have been very much enjoyed in the past and any 
Senior Citizen wishing to attend should contact Carolyn at 
the Pharmacy or email to the address below, to ensure we 
book for sufficient numbers. More information will be avail-
able nearer the time.

Finally a reminder that our monthly meetings are open to the 
Public and next meeting will be on Tuesday 29th November 
in the Hut at 7pm.

The email address is: backcommunitycouncil@hotmail.com

Back community council
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Material for publication in the DECEMBER/JANUARY issue of 
Loch a Tuath News must be in before MONDAY 14th NOVEMBER 2016

► The Back 
Brownies recently 
won the Brownie 
Quiz hosted by 
the Stornoway 
Brownies on 
October 6th. They 
were up against 
Brownies from 
Point, Harris 
and Stornoway 
but won by a 
narrow margin 
to take the cup. 

In the photo are 
Jess Muir, Katie 
Murray, Ruby Macmillan, Emmalee Robertson and Charlotte Bayfield

Fantastic team work - well done girls!

▲  Left to 
right:

Unknown, 
Allina Kerr, 

Ann Macleod, 
Alexina Graham, 

Katie Bella 
Macleod, 
Margaret 

Macaskill, 
Peggy Maclean, 

Christina 
Macaskill, Mary 

Macaskill
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