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Greetings!

Vol. 20 No.8

Season's
In this special festive double issue you can find:
• A History of Back Motor Company – Part 2
• Remembrance Sunday

• Journey to Malta

• Back School Health Week

Plus: As Na Bailtean, Back in Time, Anns a' Ghàrradh and much more!
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Fàilte
Merry Christmas and welcome to your
December/January double issue of Loch a
Tuath News! It’s hard to believe we are at
this time of year already! We have a very

excited house in Col Uarach, with
two little people excitedly talking
about Santa coming, as well as
looking forward to their two festive birthdays! Christmas is such
a special time of year for family
and friends, but especially as we
remember the real Reason for the Season
– ‘And they went with haste and found Mary
and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger’ (Luke 2:16).
In this month’s bumper issue we have more
from Jock Murray with Part 2 of On the
Buses, I wonder how many of you spotted
the error in last month’s instalment – which
I have corrected on Page 10 - we do like
to keep our readers on their toes!! There

are also updates on our Mod participants
– who all did fantastically, a summary of
the Tong Caraidean trip, a look at Health
Week at Back School, as well as all your
usual favourites. We have also marked
Remembrance Day with photos from the
service at Back War Memorial, and from
both schools. Lest we forget.
As usual, please keep all your photos
and articles coming – we really love seeing your items coming in! Also, if you,
or anyone you know would like to get
more involved with Loch a Tuath
News – please get in touch, we
would love to have you on board!
Speaking of the LATN committee,
Angus Macdonald has decided to
hang up his spade, after 10 years
of writing the wonderful Anns a’
Ghàrradh. We thank Angus for
all his support and dedication to
the magazine. I’m sure there are
plenty gardens looking beautiful,
thanks to all the advice to date
from the Poileagan!

Wherever you are, and however you will
be celebrating Christmas this year, I wish
you all the very best, and hope you have
plenty fun, food & festivities.
Happy New Year when it comes, have a
blessed festive season,
Melanie
Front cover photograph courtesy of
Innes Mackay Photography

How to submit an article or a photograph to the
Loch a Tuath News
By email: latneditor2@outlook.com
By post: Taigh Gone, 27 Upper Coll, HS2 0LS
Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. If
you need to have an article typed, please contact the secretary.

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News?
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean,
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage.

We need you...
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the
district, but they need your help.
See the contact details on this page.
Thanks
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COLL
Bereavement
To the family of the late Kitty Jack we
extend our sympathy. Her husband Ian,
sister Chrissie & Duncan Gordon and
family are in our thoughts at this sad and
difficult time.
Back Home
After spending 13 weeks in hospital,
Jane Macleod (Sine Dàraidh), is back
home and making steady progress. It
is also good to see Angus Maclennan
(Sally), out and about with his stick. We
wish you both a good recovery.

GrESS
Halloween
Once again the children of the village
dressed up and went from house to
house trick and treating. They wish to
thank the village for the large sum of
money they received, enabling them
to have a Halloween party which was
organised by Catriona Bain, Sophie
Graham, Erin Morrison and not forgetting the boys who were their escorts.
They would also like to thank Kathleen
Ferguson for hosting the party. The
children decided to share the left over
money between two charities – Cancer
Research and CRY. (Cardiac Risk in the
Young)
Congratulations
We send our very best wishes to Danny
Macleod (18a) who has completed the
first part of his training at the Army Training
Centre in Pirbright, Surrey. He passed out
on 11th November and is home on leave.
He will be returning to complete the
second phase of his training.
Congratulations
Seumas Iain and Mairi Macdonald (32)
are grandparents for the first time. Their
son David and his wife Karen had a
baby girl on 3rd November, Kate Maria.
Kate is also a granddaughter for Dodo
and Winne Macleod, 7 Eoropie. Best
wishes to you all!
Get Well
We send our best wishes to Richard
Fairbairn who is still in hospital in
Glasgow after his surgery. We are thinking of all the family at this time and wish
him a speedy recovery.
Mod Results
Once again congratulations go to our
Mod prize winners:
Catriona Bain won the Iain Morrison
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Memorial Trophy for traditional singing
girls 16-18. This was the first time this
trophy was awarded. She also won
the prescribed singing competition for
girls 16 - 18 and was second in psalm
precenting.
Luke Macleod won 2nd prize in the
Accordion Under 13 competition.
Calum Maclennan won 2nd prize in the
Melodeon Under 19 competition.

aS Na
BaILtEaN

Condolences
We were sorry to hear of the sad death
of Ann Murray, late of 30 Gress who
passed away on 21st October age 53
years. Our thoughts are with her brothers Neil and David and her sister Marie.
We also remember the extended family
and her many friends.

50 Years Ministry

Our thoughts are also with the family
of Alec Murdo Graham, (Smeddo, 5
Gress) who died suddenly in Borve
aged 74 years. We remember his wife
and his son Murdo, daughter Alison
and his aunty Murdina who lives in the
Isle of Arran.

President Elect

Congratulations
Best Wishes go to Coinneach Smith
on his appointment with Gaelic radio,
where he is assisting behind the scenes
on the Coinneach Mòr programme. He
started his years contact in September.

tONG
Village Condolences
We extend our sincere condolences to
the family of Peter John MacLeod who
passed away recently. We especially
remember his brother Willie, 25 Aird
Tong, and his sister Annie and her husband Sonnie, Vatisker. We also remember all the nieces and nephews who
lost their uncle at this very sad time.
We also send our sincere sympathy
to Peggy Mairi Macleod, following the
recent death of her beloved husband
Gordon. We remember their sons
Stewart, Gordon and Andrew, and their
families at this time. Although Peggy
and Gordon lived in Bishopbriggs,
Peggy was brought up at 9 Tong. She
is the daughter of the late Dollag and
Neil Stewart.
New Baby
We wish to congratulate Iain and
Anne Mackenzie following the birth of
their new grandson Ruairidh Murdo
Morrison. A new great grandson for
Willie ‘Logan’. We send our sincere
best wishes to all the family.

We congratulate Rev Angus Alex and
Helen MacDonald who are celebrating 50 years of ministry with the Free
Church, having spent most of their
ministry in South Africa.

We really have to mention that the new
President Elect of The United States
of America, Donald Trump, has very
strong links with our village. His mother
Mary Ann Macleod was brought up at
5 Tong. We congratulate him on this
amazing achievement.

UPPEr COLL
Diamond Wedding
Many congratulations go to Alick Angus
and Anne Graham, 19 Upper Coll, on
the occasion of their Diamond Wedding
Anniversary. Alick and Anne were married on 25 October 1956 in St Jude’s
Free Presbyterian Church, Glasgow,
by Rev Matheson. Their sixty years
of marriage were celebrated at home
when they were joined by all their
family, from home and the mainland,
and their daughter Margaret was able
to come all the way from Brisbane,
Australia to be with her mum and dad
for this very special anniversary. We
send our very best wishes to Alick and
Anne.
It is indeed amazing to be reporting on
two Diamond Wedding Anniversaries in
the same village, two months running!
In Hospital
As we write, Mrs Christine Morrison,
4 Upper Coll is recovering from surgery in Ospadal nan Eilean. We wish
Christine well and hope she will soon
be home.
Alan Cumming, Edinburgh and 18
Upper Coll, is at present in hospital in
Edinburgh. Very best wishes are sent
to Alan, and to his parents, Alex and
Evelyn.
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As na Bailtean Pictures
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► Kate Maria
Macdonald
(Gress)

▲ Finlay Montgomery, Lilia MacDonald and Campbell Gordon,
GP2 Sgoil a' Bhac, took part in 5-6 Learners' recitation.

Leah Macleod, daughter of Donnie
& Kenna Macleod, 31A Vatisker,
grand daughter of John Neil & Etta
A MacDonald, 76 Coll and Cathie &
the late Ronnie Macleod, 35 Kennedy
Terrace, Stornoway,recently graduated
with a BSc in Adult Nursing with the
University of Stirling. Leah is currently
working at Bethesda Care Home &
Hospice.

Catriona
Bain (Gress)

▲ Upper Coll Guisers! + ► Gress Guisers!

◄ + ◄▼
Alick and
Anne
► Alick
& Anne's
Wedding
Party
▼ Alick
and Anne
with the
family
(Upper
Coll)
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Moldova Support Group
The Moldova Support Group was constituted on 31st May 2016 in
Stornoway with the prayerful aim of building on its member’s partnerships with Biserica "Sfânta Treime" (Holy Trinity Church) in Nisporeni,
Republic of Moldova. These relationships began
around 2001 through
Blythswood, continuing
through the work of Lewis
Blythswood Moldova and
with Charlie Nicolson of
Stornoway.
Over the past couple of
years other individuals
and groups from Lewis
and Glasgow have also
undertaken fundraising
to support the people of
Nisporeni. It was therefore
agreed that we consolidate
these activities, as well as
develop new ones, under a formal Board of management with charitable
registration and new financial systems.
While this is all going on in the background we thank the Lord for
another hugely successful summer of youth ministries in Nisporeni,
supported by teams from Scotland. Together with other projects, and
the ongoing funding of a stipend towards the Pastor’s ministry, the gracious generosity of friends in Scotland has been a powerful witness of
God’s blessing on us all.
Many of the young people who were supported from the earliest days
of mission are now grown up and demonstrating their own committed

Christian lives as they share the Gospel message of eternal salvation. The focus of our work has
therefore adapted to this blessed development, allowing
us to empower, encourage and enable His people in
Nisporeni be ambassadors for Christ in their town.
As the world becomes smaller through social media and
our hearts for mission face many demands from other
worthy causes we pray that helping us to support God’s
work in the small town of Nisporeni in Moldova will be laid
on many more hearts across the world.
“How, then, can they call on the one they have not
believed in? And how can they believe in the one of
whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can anyone
preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” Romans
10:14-15

Kitty Jack Tribute

Kitty worked with many illustrious producers, directors and
presenters. She was meticulous,
focused and utterly professional
in her approach to her work,
but most importantly, she loved
it all and was so proud of the
many great Gaelic programmes
to which she made such a valuable contribution.

Kitty Jack, Katie Bell a Mhòchain, passed away peacefully on 5th October, following a short illness. Hundreds
of friends and former colleagues from the field of broadcasting and the voluntary sector joined Kitty's beloved
husband Ian and close family at a funeral service on 13th
October at Clydebank Crematorium led by Rev William
B. Ferguson. The following eulogy, composed by a close
family member, was read at the service and is a fitting
tribute to a much loved lady.
Kitty was born on 26th July 1935 into a family of two
sons, Alex Murdo and Donnie, and two daughters, Katie
Bell (Kitty) and Chrissie, the children of Murdo (Mòchan)
and Murdina Maclean, 7 Coll. After her education was
completed at the Nicolson Institute, Kitty went to Skerry's
College in Glasgow where she distinguished herself with
her shorthand speed and general secretarial excellence.
Her first job was secretary to a Stornoway lawyer and
from there she moved to Kenneth MacKenzie’s Tweed Mill to be
secretary to one of the directors, Donald Stewart, subsequent
Provost of Stornoway and M.P. for the Western Isles.
In due course Kitty and some friends from the mill decided to
seek their fortune on the mainland and like many island girls at
the time they chose to enter the hotel business, securing jobs
in what was then one of the most prestigious hotels in the East
of Scotland, the Open Arms in Dirleton, East Lothian. Suffice
to say that the Lewis lassies so impressed the owner that, at
the end of the busy summer season, he sent them on an allexpenses-paid holiday to a first class hotel in Switzerland where
they could further enhance their expertise in the hotel trade.
Kitty, having enjoyed her period in the hotels returned to secretarial
work, securing a post at Ferranti’s in Edinburgh. Her brother Alex,
who worked with the BBC, cajoled her to apply for a job in the
Corporation. She did so and was successful embarking on a career
which spanned 30 years at the cutting edge of Gaelic broadcasting.
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On retiring, she became a dedicated volunteer working at the
tea bar at Gartnavel Hospital
and at the Prince and Princess
of Wales Hospice shop in
Partick for twenty years.
Kitty’s devotion to family and
friends was no less stinting.
She had forty happy years of
married life with Ian and the
strength of their love was manifested in the tender and selfless
way he cared for her in the last months of her life. Kitty took
great pride in the relationship she and Ian enjoyed with all their
nephews and nieces on both sides of the family. Kitty found
remarkable composure and faced her illness with true courage and dignity, insisting to friends and family that they accept
that she had lived a full and happy life and that she was to be
remembered with joy and not with sadness. Her wish was to
spend her last days in her own home and, thanks to the devoted
nursing care of Ian’s two sisters and the district and Marie Curie
nurses, supported by her sister and sisters in law alongside
Ian’s constant presence by her side, her wish was fulfilled.
The sympathy of the community is extended to Ian Jack, to
Kitty's sister Chrissie, husband Duncan and their family, and to
sisters in law Lynn and Malina and their families as well as to
Ian’s sisters and their families.
M M Murray
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Memories of Summers Spent Working

By Colin Tucker

This article was first published in Clyde Steamers, the journal of the Clyde River and Steamer Club and it is printed
with the permission of the club.
If the timetable stated a departure time of 1500 it was not
very often that we adhered to it. Usually it would be no
more than quarter or twenty past three when we untied
ropes and headed for the Minch, delayed loading cargo (or
waiting for the manifests!), but if the train was late then we
had no option but to wait. The phrase ‘customer relations’
was not mentioned in those days but common sense dictated that I always went on the tannoy to apologise to passengers; sometimes it was possible to give an approximate
departure time, but on many days it was just a case of ‘as
soon as we’ve loaded the cargo’.
Once away from Kyle we headed out past the lighthouse
– there was no bridge to pass under in those days. It was
always a lovely sail up the Inner Sound, with Raasay and
Rona to port and the mainland hills to starboard. I don’t
know why but we sometimes passed Crowlin Island on
one side and sometimes the other. We no longer called at
Applecross – it now had its own daily service from Kyle,
with the Applecross, Loch Toscaig and Lochnell all serving on the run while I was there. The ferry door on the
starboard side of the LochSeaforth had been welded shut.
For some reason I still handled the Applecross manifests,
minute in comparison with the Stornoway traffic. They were
carefully filed away and at the end of the month I had to
remember to complete the tonnage sheet and send it all
off to Glasgow.
With the rest of the tickets sold it was time for tea. The Loch
Seaforth was always a ‘great feeder’. There were only two
different cooks in the six years I was there and both were
keen to cook more than just the basics. The officers had
three tables set aside in the saloon; there was no official
seating order but for some reason the purser was expected
to sit with the skipper, mate, chief engineer and radio officer. It was always a proper high tea, with a choice of the traditional ‘breakfast’ as the fry-up of sausage, bacon and egg
was known, salad, or fried fish. This last was always really
fresh, for very often the cook would get a bucket of fish
from one of the trawlers at Mallaig. The cook would also
make a delicious curry, so good that I was known to have
as many as five platefuls of it. There were often ‘tabnabs’,
as we called the iced cakes delivered by the baker in Kyle.
And of course it was all washed down with potfuls of tarry
Macbraynes tea.
On pleasant summer evenings Sandy Murray, the chief
engineer, and I would go up on deck after tea and lean on
the rail to sort the world’s problems, or discuss the latest
gripe about the doings of Robertson Street. We would be
joined by some of the others and as we steamed northwards the discussion would often turn to which of the
distinctively shaped hills sticking up on the mainland was
which. Nobody really knew and we never went to the trouble
of actually finding out so the topic would keep us going for
days. Then it was back to the office for a last call for tickets
and then I would close up and balance the day’s takings.
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After that my time was my own until Stornoway. Some
afternoons I would go up to the bridge where I became
quite adept at steering. Other days it might be time for a
snooze, particularly if I had had a late night the previous
day, or it might be time to do some housekeeping. This
consisted solely of doing some clothes washing, or dhobi
time as the sailors called it. All the other chores, making my
bunk and hoovering, were done by the cabin steward who
did this every morning. It was better than being at home!
White uniform shirts were washed by the simple process
of soaking them in a bucket of soapy water then repeating the process in clean water. I don’t remember anything
about ironing them. After the first year I discovered a couple
of fellow students working at Balmacara and for the price
of a free trip to Stornoway they agreed to do my laundry.
Once a week I left a parcel in MacBraynes office in Kyle,
from where someone must have put it on Macbraynes bus
with instructions to the driver to drop it off at the hotel and
hey presto! a couple of days later the same parcel would
be there at Kyle but inside were freshly washed and ironed
pristine shirts. That left more time on hands so I took to
reading – I think I devoured War and Peace in about 4
days. I was often busy producing black and white drawings
of the Loch Seaforth for members of the crew. I’m proud to
say some still adorn the walls of houses in Lewis.
About an hour before we reached Stornoway the dining
saloon closed and those of us who were not on watch
began to drift down there. I always found this a really nice
time – if during the day there were officers and ratings
then all this disappeared as we sat together and yarned
over more of that strong tea. We knew where we were
from the various landmarks. First was ‘half-hour island’ – it
doesn’t need explaining and to this day I don’t know its
real name; then we would see Bonnie Prince Charlie’s
cairn, which was the signal for the sailors to go on deck
and prepare for docking, and finally we would round Arnish
light and its attendant beacon into the magnificent harbour
at Stornoway.
Once we were tied up I had to try and be first down the
gangway to hand over manifests and mail; this could prove
quite difficult on busy nights when all the passengers were
desperate to get ashore. Then peace would descend, the
boat empty of passengers and most of the crew away home
for a few hours. There was till the low rumble of the engines
for they were only silent on Sundays. Some evenings I
would just enjoy the quiet on board but more often than
not a shout from one of the crew would tempt me ashore
for a pint (or two). In true sailor fashion this was usually to
the ‘Caley’, the first pub ashore; indeed it was a walk of
less than 100 yards. There were also plenty of dances, on
Fridays, Saturdays and most Wednesdays. It was at one of
these that I met my wife. After we started going out together
nights ashore definitely changed. I always had to have one
eye on the clock though for the days’ work was not yet finished. I did not have to sell tickets for the return trip as this
was done ashore, but I did have to be back to collect the
manifests, have a blether with the office staff and of course
make sure I was back on board before sailing time.
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on MacBrayne’s Steamers - Part 3
The departure from Stornoway at 2345 (0015 on Monday
mornings) was always exciting. There was always an
atmospheric crowd on the quay to bid farewell to friends
and relations. Quite often there would be a ‘pierhead
jumper’, a last minute passenger who would make a bold
leap, not always successful, on to the foredeck after the
gangway had been removed. No chance of that today!
Then with three blasts on the hooter to signify ’going
astern’ we would slide out from the pier and turn slowly
in the harbour. With one engine full astern and the other
going ahead the old ship would shudder and judder as she
slowly crept round; then it was ‘full ahead both’ and the
vibration would cease as we swept out past the beam of
Arnish light. Usually this was time for bed but sometimes
there would be a party or on one memorable occasion we
were treated to a ceilidh by Calum Kennedy who had been
appearing at a concert in Stornoway that evening. I think
that was probably the one time I was still up to see dawn
as we reached Kyle at about half-past-four.

7

during the night and on waking up I discovered we had only
reached Kyle. One of the engines had a problem and we
had limped most of the way across the Minch on the other
one. It was a strange day sitting alongside at Kyle, with the
only sounds being loud hammerings from the engine room
which echoed through the ship as the engineers toiled to
replace a cracked cylinder ling. All credit to them they had
the repair completed that day and we were only a couple of
hours late in leaving. Incidentally there was a running problem with those cylinder liners that summer and Sundays
became a day of work for all the engineers while the rest
of us enjoyed our day off.
Join us for Part 4 of ‘Memories of Summers
Spent Working on Macbrayne’s
Steamers’ in the February
issue of Loch a
Tuath News.

January

Service Times

I have said that tickets were sold ashore at Stornoway
but perhaps on two nights out of three someone slipped
past the gangway night watchman. Then the sailors
would knock on my cabin window just before Kyle to
wake me to sell the tickets. This was when having my
cabin adjoining the office was a big advantage. I could
just clamber out of my bunk, slip on the uniform jacket
and open the office window. Standing close to the desk
no-one could see what I had on (or rather not on) below
the waist. Business completed it was straight back to bed
before the same process might be repeated when we
arrived at Mallaig just before seven in the morning. This
leaves about 4 1/2 hours of the 24 to account for – more
sleep, breakfast if I was up in time, and a coffee on the
Clansman when she came in at half-past-nine.

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the community to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in
Back and Tong during January 2016 are as follows:

Those were the normal days, but it was never the
same two days running. To add to the fun and enjoyment events occurred now and again, sometimes
with little warning. There was the fun of Glasgow Fair
Saturday when the ship would be loaded to capacity
with Glasgow Highlanders going home. There was not
a space to be had and sometimes I could not get out
of the office for luggage piled up against the door. The
bar would do a phenomenal trade, there would be singing and the occasional fall-out before Stornoway was
reached. And the pier would be thick with locals down to
greet their returning relatives. The coming of the ferries
has spoilt this aspect of travel.

11am: Rev Kenneth M Ferguson
11am: Mr Angus Macdonald
6pm: Rev Calum I Macleod

We did not always sit in Mallaig all morning. There was a
spell when the pier was being rebuilt and there was only
space for one vessel. This meant we had to stand off to
let the Clansman in; sometimes we would take a trip into
Loch Nevis while I remember another day we decided
to do some fishing – there were always hand lines on
board – and ended up in a shoal of mackerel – I think
everyone had fish for tea that day. There was also a short
spell when we made a couple of crossings to Armadale
as the Clansman had to go south for repairs. I had to
work out all the new fares while the crew responded to
the challenge of stowing as many cars as possible on
the cargo deck. One morning we never reached Mallaig
at all. I had felt the rhythms of the boat had been different
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Back
Sunday 1 January
11am: Rev Calum I Macleod
(Thanksgiving Service)
6pm: Rev Hugh Ferrier (High Free Church – Pulpit Swap)
Sunday 8 January
11am: Mr Andrew Macleod
11am: Rev Calum I Macleod
6pm: Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 15 January

(Gaelic)

(Gaelic)

Sunday 22 January
11am: Iain R Morrison
11am: Rev Donald A Macdonald
6pm: Iain R Morrison

(Gaelic)

Sunday 29 January
11am: Rev Calum I Macleod
11am: Mr Iain R Morrison
6pm: Rev Calum I Macleod

(Gaelic)

Tong Mission House
Sunday 1 January
11am: New Year’s Day Service at Back
Sunday 8 January
6pm:

Mr Iain Mackinnon

(Gaelic)

Sunday 15 January
11am: Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 22 January
6pm:

Mr Neil Murray

(Gaelic)
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Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams ● Spectacles ● Contact Lenses

6 North Beach, Stornoway
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From the Manse
Life’s Jigsaw Puzzle
It’s been said that life is not unlike a jigsaw puzzle. How
has the jigsaw puzzle of your own life unfolded this year?
What picture is emerging? Perhaps it is still a work in
progress as we conclude one year and prepare to enter
another.
A father, reading his newspaper and wishing not to be
disturbed, by his little girl, cut up a map of the world, gave
it to her, and told her to piece it together. He thought this
would keep her quiet from a while. After a short time she
returned with it and every piece was in its correct place.
Very much surprised, the father said: ‘Why, how did you
get on with it? You don’t know anything about geography.
How did you manage to put it all together?
His little girl replied, ‘There was a picture of Jesus on the
other side, and I knew when I had Jesus in the right place,
the whole world would be all right.’
What a wonderful perspective to adopt as this year ends
and another begins. When Jesus is in the right place in
our lives we can face this world and all its uncertainties
with the assurance that we have a Saviour and friend who
will walk with us in it and go before us through it.
In reality our world is in turmoil and in chaos. Watching
the evening news doesn’t really fill us with much hope or
festive cheer.
So, what’s the solution? How can our broken world be
fixed? Through the vision of a new President? By a Prime
Minister or a Frist Minister? Over the years they have all
tried and failed. The world is still broken and some would
say – beyond repair.
The solution is simple. It is Jesus. He alone can right the
wrongs of our world. This is the little girl’s point. Jesus
restores and repairs like no-one else can. He alone can
piece together our disjointed and fragmented world. Only
he can repair, restore and renew. And he can do this the
world over.
Let’s resolve to follow Jesus now and into a new year.
His hand is outstretched. Allow him to shepherd you into
the unknown in the sure knowledge that, as he takes your
hand, you can sing:
‘He’s got (my world
and…) the whole world
in his hand.’

December Service Times
A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the community to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services
in Back and Tong during December 2016 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 4 December (Guest Services)
11am:
6pm:

Rev David Meredith
Rev David Meredith

(Mission Director)

Sunday 11 December
12pm:
6pm:

(Baptism)

Rev Calum I Macleod
Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 18 December
11am:
11am:
6pm:

Rev Donald A Macdonald
Rev Calum I Macleod
Rev Calum I Macleod

(Gaelic)

Sunday 25 December
11am:
6pm:

Rev Calum I Macleod with Mr Andrew Macleod
(Family Service)
Mr Iain R Morrison

Tong Mission House
Sunday 4 December
11am:

No Service (Guest Service @ Back)

Sunday 11 December
6pm:

Mr Iain Mackinnon

(Gaelic)

Sunday 18 December
11am: Mr Andrew Macleod
Sunday 25 December
6pm: Mr Neil Murray (Gaelic)

Wishing you all a blessed Christmas and a
Happy New Year
Calum I Macleod

For January service
times please see p7
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On The Buses – A History of Back Motor Transport
Jock Murray
Any eagle eyed reader may have noticed that in On
the Buses – Part 1, featured in last month’s issue of
Loch a Tuath News, there was some text missing
from one of the paragraphs, (2nd last paragraph on
Page 11), which has caused much confusion! Our
apologies for this error, below is how the paragraph
should have been printed.
Who was in charge of organising the day to day
running of the business?
John Murray and John MacIver (Peel) were the senior

directors and I would say the bosses. Milo was in
charge of the garage and repairs and George Stewart
was mostly in the office. Angus Graham (Aonghas
Dhòmhnaill Sgurd) was the mechanic. He is still alive
and living in America. I am sure he would have a few
stories. I remember the policeman who was stationed
at Back then was a P.C. Mackenzie. He came from the
Black Isle and was a joiner to trade. He used to come
and watch us working, I think wishing he could join
us.
I remember they bought one brand new bus, the rest
were second hand. The Tolsta boys hired it to go
Andrew MacIver’s wedding (Andrew Beag) in Point,
I think this was around 1949/50. Old Dòmhnall Bruce
who owned the fishing boat Comrade came into the
bay at Bayble and blew the boat’s whistle during the
wedding celebrations, a nice welcome to the bride
and groom.

--------------------------------------------------------------------

Part 2
We pick up from last month’s issue, continuing with
more interviews.
Murdina Dhòmhnaill Cailean (Conductress)

“I started work on the Back buses at
the age of 16, straight from school in
1947. I was one of quite a few local
girls, amongst them was Morag Allan
Phudair, Catriona Alex Ruaridh, Neil
Alex’s sister and Ishbal Burnside. The
drivers were Bill Davis, Neilly Dubh,
Cuilian, Tom Moley and Caimbeul.
My favourites were Caimbeul and
Cuilian. We would call in at my mother’s house during a break in the run
to Stornoway in the morning, and at
3 o’clock we would have a wee break
with Bean Uisdean. The buses were
always full with standing room only.
There were many characters after the
war years and plenty of punch ups.
On the workers bus the fare was 2/and the fare for other members of the
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public was 2/6. After the Back buses finished I then transferred to Mitchells where I stayed until I got married.”
Murdo Graham (Murchadh Dhòmhnaill Sgurd)
“I was employed mostly as a lorry driver and as a mechanic
with Back Motor Transport. I started work there with my brother Angus, who was the mechanic in the garage. I stayed there
until I left to do my National Service between 1952 and 1955.
I went back to the garage when I finished National Service
and I was driving their lorries.
The buses had gone by that time, they were sold to Mitchell.
We loaded anything that needed to be moved for the villages,
taking goods from town, feeding stuff for the animals, building
materials, peats, hay and even manure. We took a load of
shingle from the Gress beach every morning and afternoon,
all loaded by hand by Samson who was another driver, Seòras
Shoyan and myself.
We used to have a great laugh when taking home the peats.
I remember Dolina Iain Uisdean from Gress, she was great
fun. She used to say “We are having a cockerel for dinner
today Murdo,” and Iain a’ Bhroca would whisper in my ear “Do
you think she is telling the truth Murdo?” We were also making concrete blocks at this time. Curla was on the mixer and
the block making machine. He did 200 blocks a day which
was one lorry load, what a worker he was. I left the company
in 1958. My brother Angus is in America and at the age of 90
is still driving.”
Norman Stewart
(Sonny)

“I well remember the
Back Company. On
one particular occasion we were going to
Ness with the football

▲ Murdina and Geordie

team. We hired the new bus the
company had just bought. Geordie
(Neillie Dubh’s brother) was driving. He was going flat out over the
Barvas moor and the back end was
hitting the road. I remember Dolly
Ruadh had to get up and have a
word with him to slow down. It was
a nice comfortable bus.
▲ Murdina and Morag

I remember the garage and the
buses myself. There was a small
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wooden shed that was used
as their office and usually
staffed by Seòras Shoyan,
as Chirsty Mary said. It was
situated roughly where the
Gordon’s shop is at present, perhaps slightly closer
to the road. After the Back
Company folded it was my
father, Shake, who took the
garage down and erected
it again for John Mitchell at
his garage in Bayhead. The
small wooden office was left
on site and was then used by
a local man, Aligan Dàraidh
from Coll, as his workshop
where he repaired shoes. He
did a roaring trade especially
with “tackety” boots worn by
all school boys in these days.

▲ Catherine Maciver

Tales of the buses as told by the late
George Stewart (Seòras Shoyan)

In the days of Back Motor Transport there
were many small shops in the Back district, (as recently detailed by Mal MacLeod
in his excellent articles in Loch a Tuath
News, Growing up in Brevig.)
One of the Back buses was modified, if one
could call it that, by removing the seats and it was
used to take stores down to these local shops. A lot of
the stores were in sacks, so from time to time there
would be some spillage. One day George noticed a
spillage on the bus floor and asked the driver to sweep
it up. The driver was not too keen and muttered, “that’s
not my job,” or words to that effect. George grabbed a
brush and proceeded to brush the floor himself. When
the driver wasn’t looking he took coins out of his pocket
and pretended to have found them amongst the sweepings. He shouted, “Look at what I found!” and showed
the driver the money before putting it back in his pocket.
From then on the driver decided it was his job to clean
the bus every day.
In those days some buses were purchased with just the
body but were not kitted out with electrics etc. just the
basics. One such bus arrived with no wiring. There was
a discussion as to the best way to do the wiring on the
bus as this had never been done at the garage before.
Angus Dhòmhnaill Sgurd the mechanic just said, “Leave
it to me, I will do it tomorrow”. The following morning
he came in with a roll of wall paper under his arm and
unrolled it onto the floor beside the bus. He had drawn
a complete wiring diagram including all the switches etc.
After the wiring was fitted as per diagram, and connected
to the battery, everything worked as it should, brilliant!
Another story goes about the garage floor. It was not as
clean as garage floors are today. One day whilst one of
them was welding, a spark set the floor on fire. After a
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John Stewart (Caimbeul) and his PSV badge

wee panic someone shouted,
“Leave it, let it burn!” When the
fire had burnt itself out and the
floor was swept and they had
the cleanest garage floor on the
island. We are not sure if this is
the recommended procedure for
dealing with a garage fire, don’t try
this at home.
The Continuing Story of the Site of Back Motor Transport

Gordon Maclennan (proprietor of Gordon Diesel’s),
brings the story of the site of Back Motor Company up
to date.
“I bought the site from George Stewart in 1981. I was
trading as Gordon Diesel Services Ltd. The site at that
time extended up to the Vatisker Park Road to where
the Care Unit now sits. That piece of land was later
sold to the Council. There were two buildings on site
when I took over from George, one was a shed where
Sandy Aligan Uisdean used to make concrete blocks,
and the other was nearer the road where the entrance
to Macrae’s Garage is. Sandy used to sell paraffin from
this shed. He also operated the petrol pump that was on
the site.The tank and pump were later bought by Donald
Campbell Motors in Upper Coll, who started selling petrol from his premises.
I remember when we were clearing the paraffin shed
we found some headed paper from the Back/Stornoway
Transport Ltd and I thought it amusing that the company
telephone number on it was Back 1. They must have
had the first private telephone in the area. The inspection pit for the buses is still there under the floor of the
White House. We used to store lemonade there when
we operated the filling station from that building.”
Gordon has kindly drawn a picture of the site as it is now.
He has included a footprint of the hangar and where it
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was when erected. Gordon tells me that it was so big all
the buildings currently on site would fit into the garage.

years at Back. The police station in those days was where
Uilleam Alex Shandy now lives.

Just as I was finishing this article Murdo (Bloxy) Murray,
whose father and uncle were original directors of the
company arrived on my doorstep with a picture of the
garage, the only one I have uncovered despite extensive
enquiries. The photo gives the reader an idea of the
size of the garage. Angus
Alex from Tong, mentioned
by Willie Bucach as his
young apprentice, briefly
mentioned to us how cold
the garage was as it did
not have a door. This is
confirmed in the photo.

In Conclusion

The nearest I could get
to illustrating the Mac’s
Imperial sign mentioned
by Murchadh Fleed is
shown in the attached
photo. This was sent to
me by Ken Galloway and
Malcolm Macdonald, of the
Stornoway Historical Society. This sign is painted on
the wall of the pub and is NOT the sign mentioned. This
fantastic photo was taken in 1937 and the PC is none
other than our very own village constable, Bill Urquhart.
We remember the family with affection; Bill, his wife and
two boys Norman and Billy, were stationed for a couple of

The site that originated as Back-Stornoway Motor
Transport is still the hub of the community. We owe a
big thank you to Gordon MacLennan, his family and
friendly staff for keeping it that way. Gordon especially has to be thanked
for his fight against a
major national company,
Scottish Fuels, to supply
his customers with the
cheapest petrol on the
island. The original directors of Back-Stornoway
Company would be
delighted if they were
alive to see that what
they started from humble beginnings is now
a “shopping mall” consisting of a post office,
supermarket, petrol station, Macrae’s Garage,
a fabulous gift shop, The White House, and our own
very popular salon, Serenity Hair & Beauty.
Watch this space for my opening of a nightclub to add to
the variety of businesses on the site! I have booked the
Glen Tolsta Can Can
girls for the opening!

John Stewart
known▼
Allan Phudair, un
Tom Laddie, Morag
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Ciorstag Uilleam Barrant & John Stewart
beside the only photo available of the new
A40 saloons bought by the directors.
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▲ Effie & Gordon Maclennan

Shop Plan Back with Hangar ►
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Sgoil a’ Bhac
Remembrance Service
The school gathered together
on Friday 11th November for a
Remembrance Service. The
morning was led by E5/6/7.
They delivered a presentation
which informed the audience
about WW1 and conflicts
since then. They also told
us about the significance of
the poppy. Poems were read
out aloud. Rev C.I Macleod,
Parents, grandparents, local
councillors and friends within
the community joined with us
for this event where we also
▲ + ▼ Remembrance Service
held a 2 minute silence.

Health 4 Back
The school held a very successful
Health focussed week from 10th –
13th October. Each day we focussed
on different aspects of Health and
wellbeing. Throughout the week the pupils had opportunities to
learn about nutritional values of food and cooked some healthy
food choices. They made healthy pizzas, wraps, fruit kebabs
and made up dips to have with vegetables. We had a visit from
a dietician who explained to us what the Eatwell plate and
Eatwell guide is.
Different people came to speak to us about issues that could
affect us. We had a talk about use and misuse of different drugs
and alcohol. Also we discussed our feelings and how we cope
with loss. We also had a presentation about our oral health. Mrs
Campbell came in with her children and she spoke about the different stages her children are at and how their needs are all different. Mrs Muir spoke to us about her work with premature babies.

Blythswood Shoeboxes
Mrs Dorothy Kennedy visited
the school to speak to us about
the annual Blythswood Shoebox
appeal. The talk made us realise
how fortunate we are and how
thankful the people who receive
the shoeboxes are. We have supported this worthwhile cause for
a while now and this year we
managed to make up a total of
78 boxes.

One of the days we went to the Coll Centre and Tolsta School
pupils joined us. We took part in physical activites, organised by Active Schools, which
developed our fitness. Some
of us had an opportunity to
take part in yoga sessions with
Carly Yoga. We also had visits
from the emergency services Coastguard, Police, fire service
and ambulance service.
We would like to thank everyone who came along to help us
have a successful week.
For pictures, see Page 33.
▲ Nursery with their shoeboxes!
◄ Pupils with shoeboxes

Health Week 2016

From Monday 10th October to
Thursday 13th October pupils in
our school took part in a health week. Most of our activities were
in Back School. All pupils from P1 to P7 took part in the health
week to learn about being healthy.
On Monday we went to the gym hall and did some exercise,
with Mrs. Macrae. After that we got sorted into groups. Then
we made fruit kebabs, wraps and dips and we learned about
healthy eating. I thought the food we made was amazing. We
also learned about looking after a baby and got to meet Mrs.
Campbell’s baby, Charlie.
The next day, Tuesday, was quite interesting. We had lots of
visitors and learnt about emotions and hygiene. We had a
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and the coast guard. The ambulance were showing us to handle fainting and broken bones. The fire brigade showed us how to handle fire
and the police showed us how to handle a robbery. The police also let
Kieran and Emily try on police outfits.
Overall, I think it was an amazing week. My favourite part was Coll Centre
and we are very grateful to all the visitors that came to our school.
David Finlayson EP4
Some views from around the school about Health week.
I enjoyed listening to the police.
I enjoyed looking around the ambulance. I enjoyed making dips.
I enjoyed eating the kebabs. Yum Yum.
Lessons on the Eatwell guide

I enjoyed making weetabuddies with
fruit. The coastguard presentation
was good.

drugs and alcohol talk. We learnt about hand
washing and relaxation. We also could dress
up as a fruit or vegetable. That was very fun.
The following day, Wednesday, was the most
fun day. We had a bleep test in the morning
and after that we did some yoga, the yoga
teacher’s name was Carly. In the afternoon
we went to Coll Centre and played games
like tag and a game where we turned cones
over and counted all the cones up.
On Thursday, the last day, we had a lot of visitors. We got talks from the ambulance crew, the
dietician, the fire brigade, the
police

Royal
National Mod

The coastguard were funny and we
learnt a lot about mountain safety.
I enjoyed healthy week very much. I
was thrilled mixing with other classes
and working as a team. My favourite
part was the exercise every morning.

Making wraps

Bha e a’ cordadh rium a’ dèanamh
Zumba còmhla ri Marina.
I really enjoyed the Health week. My
favourite part was going to Coll centre.

I enjoyed the workout because it keeps me fit.
I thought it was fun and good because I like activity.
I really liked it because every station we did things I
hadn’t done before.

Kitty
Anne Maciver
a’chiad àite - aithris bardachd aois
11-12 fileanta
Daniel Macleod a’ chiad duais
ann an comhradh aois 9-10
fileanta

Pupils who participated at the National Mod.

Mòd Nàiseanta Rioghail nan Eilean
Siar

Bha cuid dhan sgoilearan
againn a’gabhail pàirt aig Mòd
Nàiseanta nan Eilean Siar anns
an Dàmhair. ‘S math a rinn iad
agus meal an naidheachd dhan
a h-uile duine a fhuair duais.
Coinneach MacKenzie darna
àite - aithris bardachd aois 5-6
fileanta
Talia Graham a’ chiad duais seinn aon-neach aois 9-10 luchd
ionnsachaidh
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Tong School
Roving Reporters
Naomi, Sarah, Charlotte, Kai, Neve, Shian,
Grace and Rosena have all contributed
to this edition of Loch a’ Tuath News.
Well done, reporters!
Remembrance
Reverend Macleod led a
Remembrance Assembly on
11th November and we were
encouraged to remember those
who fought so valiantly for our freedom. We also remained silent for two
minutes on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month. Two of our P7
pupils, Grace and Cailean, represented the school
at the Back War Memorial Service on Sunday, 13th
November.
Nursery News
The children in both nurseries enjoyed a visit from Mrs
Lynne Rough who is an optician. Lynne is Abigil and
Hannah’s mum and she came to talk about the importance of good eyesight. Lynne brought lots of exciting
things to explore about eye health and it was a fantastic
visit.
The National Mòd
Stornoway was the hosting town for the National Mòd
this year. Layla, Naomi and Grace entered competitions and worked very hard to prepare for each event.
Layla took part in the 5-6 singing and poetry recitation
competitions. Naomi participated in the singing competition for those aged 11 years and under and she
was also a member of the Còisir Eilean an Fhraoich
choir which took second and third place in two competitions. Grace took part in a Highland Dancing event
which included multiple competitions and she was
Blythswood Care Shoe Box Appeal

◄ Grace and Cailean
pictured at the
Remembrance Service

awarded lots of medals to
add to her large collection.
Grace was placed first in two
competitions, second in four competitions and third in one event. Grace is
pictured holding the beautiful shield she received. We
would like to say congratulations to the three girls as
it takes dedication and effort to prepare for competitions.
Autumn Story
Primary One and Two are learning about Autumn and
Winter so we have included a lovely Autumnal story for
readers to enjoy.
I am in a wood. It is Autumn. I can see conkers. I can
spot pumpkins. The leaves are as yellow as gold. The
leaves are as orange as fire. The leaves are parachuting down. The leaves are flying. The leaves are jumping off the trees. The leaves are gliding. The leaves
are floating down. The leaves are slowly falling down.
The leaves are flinging down.The leaves are falling
fast.
By Ashton, P2
Eco Schools Report
The Eco Schools team meet regularly to discuss
ideas for the weeks ahead. Mrs Cheesman organises
the meetings alongside Cailean Macdonald, our new
chairperson. The first item on the agenda is to remind
everyone of the successful litter pick since our last
meeting as we try to keep the playground tidy. Mrs
Cheesman always reminds us about the Tong School
action plan .We are currently preparing for “Switch
Off” fortnight where we try to save energy in the
school by switching off lights wherever possible. The
Eco Schools team try to make sure Tong School has
a healthy environment.
Shoe Box Appeal 2016
Tong School took part in the 2016 Blythswood Care
Shoe Box Appeal and 42 boxes have been filled with
gifts to bring some Christmas cheer to people in Eastern
Europe. We would like to thank those who supported
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ng lunch together
Big Bad Wolf and Spiderman havi

Grace with her Highland Dancing

trophy

it is raining outside. Our songs have
been “Lollipop”, “Pete’s Dragon”, “Cold
Water” and the “Gummy Bear song”
and there are lots more to come! Every
week we choose two dancers of the
week and they get two house points for
being the best dancers they could be.
Every one in dance club is getting better each week.This year P1/2 have let
us help them with their dance routine for
their Christmas song. Look out for some
“rockin’ robins!”

the appeal as it makes a difference in the lives of those who
receive the boxes.
Fairy Tale Day
In the canteen Anna, Fiona and
Rosie organised a Fairy Tale
themed lunch for the whole
school. All the staff and pupils
where dressed up as fairy tale
characters and you could spot
Cinderella, Alice in Wonderland,
Rapunzel, Little Red Riding
Hood and lots of other characters around the school. There
was Cinderella soup, Mr Potato
Head and Captain Hook’s

Finn knows how to sit
in school!

Our canteen ladies
look a bit different!

Furry Finn Makes New Friends
Miss Flett took her fluffy leonberger
puppy into school to make some new
friends. Eight week old Finn was very
friendly and playful and he loved all
the attention from staff and pupils. We
look forward to hearing about him as he
grows…and grows!
Now That’s What Tong Calls
Christmas
We are currently rehearsing for our
Christmas performance entitled “Now
That’s What Tong Calls Christmas”. We
will share news and photographs with
readers in the next issue.

Jamie welcomes Finn to Tong School

Catch of the Day on the lunch menu. We also had
yummy puddings which we all enjoyed very much.
Dance Club
Dance club is a club organised by some of the P6
girls. Dance club is a club to make sure the little
ones have a fun time and have something to do if
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BACK
PHARMACY
VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION
AND DELIVERY SERVICE
TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE
Access Roads, Site Clearances,
Foundations, Drainage,
Landscaping Etc…
22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis
Tel: 01851820687
Mob: 07733067524
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Journey to Malta

It was on a cold October's
day that I, daughters Yvonne
and Leanne, and Granddaughter Emilia, flew from Gatwick
to Malta International Airport, and to 30 degrees. I had
always wanted to visit Malta, not just to see the island, but
to visit my uncle's grave.

It was in 1936, as a 30 year old merchant seaman, that my
father Allan (Hector) Macdonald, 35 Gress, took his 18 year
old younger brother William on his first trip to sea. Whilst
in Africa, William caught malaria, and in those days there
were no anti malaria drugs or jags, or if there were, the
seamen certainly didn't
get them. He became
so ill on board the ship,
that he sadly passed
away.
The ship was a long
way from a port, and
when the Captain suggested to my father
that they bury him at
sea, he told him that
if they did, he'd be out after him. It was then the Captain
decided to head for the nearest port, the Grand Harbour,
and the town of Floriana, in Malta, where he was buried in
Ta' Braxia Cemetery, Floriana on 4th June 1936.
I had done a lot of research on the Internet before we left,
and the day we visited, we found it quite difficult to locate
the area he was buried in, as it was an unmarked grave.
Back in the 30s, it was almost impossible for relatives to
arrange to have a headstone erected, far less visit.

so once we found the
1930s graves, we knew
this was the spot. The
cemetery itself looked
a bit neglected with
a lot of broken headstones.
One cannot imagine
how my father must
have felt, coming back
home to his parents,
sisters and brother,
without William. I had
never heard him talk about it,
and it was from my Mother I had heard the story.
With the cemetery visit behind us, and with a sense of
satisfaction on seeing where our Uncle was laid to rest, we
continued to tour the island. Our base was in Qawra, St
Paul's Bay, and from there, we visited Valletta, with its many
Cruise ships, and famous glass, Sliema with its "British"
shops, Marsaxlokk with its brightly coloured fishing boats,
rows of fish restaurants, and lace markets, and many other
places of interest. We also enjoyed a day trip on the ferry to
the nearby island of Gozo, and visited the beautiful capital,
Victoria.
We thoroughly enjoyed our visit, and my only regret is that
my parents didn't live to hear all about it, and see the many
photos we took of the place, and especially of the cemetery
where Uncle William is buried.
Cathy Gunn (Gress)

However, the burial places appeared to be in decades,
dating from the 1800s, to the present day,

In October my son Alex
and I did a tour of the battlefields and cemeteries of
the Western Front, making
a kind of pilgrimage to the
grave of a relative.
I'm submitting the photo of
the grave of a WW1 soldier from Tong which was
sent to me by our guide.
While leading another tour
last week, he had found
the grave of Private J
MacDonald, 6 Aird Tong, of
the Seaforth Highlanders in
the small military cemetery
in the town of Wimereux,
which is on the Channel
coast - there were several
military hospitals there in
Grave of Private John
WW1. As you can see from
Macdonald, 6 Aird Tong
the card, which was weighted down by rather muddy stones, Private MacDonald
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Tong Soldier
died of wounds. I'm submitting the picture in the
hope that someone may know of members of his
family who might be interested to see it.
The card with its photo of the two young Lewis
men intrigued me. I couldn't resist Googling the
school. Apparently some pupils made a trip to
Boulogne as part of their French studies and visited the cemetery in Wimereux in July this year
because a soldier from Brigg is buried there.
I imagine they would have
done research on other soldiers too as part of their
history studies - hence the
card. In this cemetery the
gravestones are laid flat
on the ground because the
soil is so sandy. Also buried
here is Lt Col J Macrae who
wrote the poem "In Flanders
Fields" (the poppies grow).
Lilian Maclennan
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Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire
available now
Rotovator and Scarifie
Mowers and Strimmers
Cement mixer
Pressure Washer
Hedge Trimmer etc etc
Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:
07899 011 559

Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements
Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets
A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles
Credit and Debit Cards Accepted
Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI AND COURIERS
24 Hour Service Guaranteed
70 4444
Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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Back in Time
Leave
At present on leave are Donald Macleod,
Army, 31 Gress; Donald Macaulay, Navy,
7 Gress.
Whist Drive
An enjoyable whist drive was organised in
Back School, on Fri, December 20th, by
members of the Village Hall Committee.
Although the attendance was not so good
as was hoped for, because of the inclemency of the weather, the evening went
with a swing from the time Mr Angus
Murray, the genial and competent MC,
announced the first game. Greatly adding
to the enjoyment of the evening was the
delightful tea served at the interval by
girls of the Back Ranger Company. The
prizes were presented as follows:- Ladies:
1, Mrs Angus Murray, Lighthill, Back; 2,
Miss Agnes Martin, Vatisker; consolation,
Miss Catherine Murray, Back.
Gents: 1, Mr Malcolm Macleod; 2, Mr
Roderick Macleod, Back; consolation, Mr
M Macritchie, Vatisker. There was hearty
and unanimous support for Mr Murray’s
suggestion, at the end of the evening, that
whist drives should be held more often in
the district. Moving a vote of thanks to Mr
Murray and to the Ranger members, Mr
John Stewart said he was not sure when
the next function would be held, but he
knew they were all anxious that it should
be soon.
Congratulations
We congratulate Miss Mary Jean Stewart,
17 Back, on her appointment as District
Nurse to the village of North Tolsta. She
has been for some time acting as holiday
relief nurse in various parts of the island.
Backbone of Lewis Industry
The 7am, 8.20am and

WANTED

December 1946
6.10pm buses are invariably packed with
those working in town who live in the
Back District and the number of workers
is increasing steadily. Probably more are
employed in Stornoway from the district
of Back (for its size) than any other district in the island. Is this merely coincidence, or is it that Stornoway employers
know a good thing when they see it?
From the above paragraph it might be
concluded by the unkind that our news
reserve stocks are rather low. They
mightn’t be far out at that.
Demobbed
Demobbed are writer Annie Macleod,
WRNS, 44 Back; Murdo Macleod, RN,
14 Vatisker, Back; Alex Dan Stewart, RN,
School St, Back; Malcolm Maciver, RN,
31 Coll; Alexander Graham, RN, 27 Back
and John Angus Mackay, 65 Coll.

TONG NEWS
A Tribute
“At 4 Tong, on Tues, 29th October, Donald
Macdonald…….”. Many Tong boys faring far from their native village, will have
read, with real regret, the notice in last
week’s “Gazette” of the passing of their
boyhood friend. They will pause in the
task on hand, and, like the writer, recall
many pranks and boyish scrapes of their
young days, which brought on their heads
many strictures and much condemnation
from others, but never from him. A word
of warning, not too seriously given, perhaps, or kindly advice, but behind these
were the sympathy and tolerance of a big
heart and a real friend. Donald Macdonald
loved all boys, and nothing pleased him
better than seeing them happy and living their carefree boyish lives in their
own way. The First World War, where so
many of the village boys made the
supreme

Land for grazing in Tong/
Upper Coll area
Would consider rent/lease or
just informal use

Contact: 07495 414 102

sacrifice, in the mud of France and Flanders,
on the arid deserts of Mesopotamia, and
on the inhospitable beaches of Gallipoli,
was a rending of his sympathetic soul;
while the last war, where his own boys, as
well as others from the village, paid the
full price in blood, sweat and tears, was
a harrowing of his gentle heart. Donald
Macdonald was a lover of nature in it’s
wider sphere. The Lewis moor, whose
every knoll and glen, were familiar to
him, was a delight to him to walk over.
He knew where the grouse and the teal
and the plover nested, where the white
heather and the berries and the water lilies grew, and happy indeed was the boy
who was privileged to be with him when
these were visited. He was the last in
Tong of the real “shepherds,” who knew
every sheep in the village by it’s face and
could remember every set of earmarks in
the parish and beyond; and he was never
happier than when recovering some stray
lamb and restoring it to it’s rightful pasture or owner. But he was at his best in his
own hospitable home, where the wayfarer
as well as the returned native was assured
of a hearty welcome from him. A born
story-teller, it was a delight to hear him
in racy Gaelic, recall the events of the village past, and his home was never empty
of an evening, of friends, young and old.
And, in truth, no one ever left that pleasant hearth without a feeling of an evening
well and worthily spent in his company.
Donald Macdonald made no outward
parade of his religion. His faith was simple - “to do justly, to love mercy, and to
walk humbly with his God.” And is it not
such who receive the highest commendation of the Master.“
Well done, good and faithful servant. Thou
hast been faithful over a few things. I will
make thee a ruler over many things. Enter
thou into the Joy of thy Lord.”

Nollaig Chridheil agus Bliadhna Mhath Ùr
from the
Loch a Tuath Councillors
Catriona, John A and Donald

Samaritans here 24/7 if you need to talk.
Free phone from landline or mobile 116123
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY
TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242
QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER
OF QUALITY

Do you need help with your tax return?
Murray Mackay is the only Chartered Tax Advisor in
practice in the Western Isles - the highest level tax
qualification in the UK.
Murray is therefore best placed to prepare your tax
return to ensure all possible tax reliefs and deductions are claimed - thereby keeping your tax liability
to an absolute minimum.
Murray is also able to meet your other business
needs - whether it be accounts, book-keeping, VAT
returns or corporation tax.
Specialist tax services also provided.

For more information contact Murray Mackay
Tax Solutions Scotland Limited (Chartered Tax Advisers)
www.taxsolutionsscotland.co.uk / 07793 535 227

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL
STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING
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Back in Time
Demobbed and On Leave
Recently demobbed from the army was
Sapper Alick J Maclennan, New St, Back;
William Maciver, RN, 36 Gress; and home
on leave after a long spell of service abroad
is Norman Macleod, RN, New St, Back;
Donald Macaskill, Lighthill, RAF; Angus
Maclennan, New St, Back, RAF. Also
home on Christmas holiday from work
in the south were:- Isabella Maclennan,
Gress; Catherine Maciver, Gress; Murdina
Macleod, 1 Gress; Murdina Graham, 5
Gress; Angusina Ferguson, Gress; Peggy
Ferguson, Gress and Johanna Macleod,
New St, Back.
Home on Holiday
Home for Christmas and New Year
from Aberdeen University were Norman
Murray, School St, Back; Donald Murray,
21 Back; Alex J Macaskill, Lighthill, Back;
George Macleod, 62 Coll, and Murdo
Macleod, Gress. Murdo was dux of the
Nicolson Institute last year.
The Lewis Rally
Seldom have the schoolrooms of Back
School witnessed such hilarity as on
Monday, 13th January, when the Lewis
Football Association held one of their series
of concerts in aid of the Lewis Select’s trip
to Dingwall. Thinking better of their decision to have concerts only in areas a good
distance from the town (to ensure that
the attractions of the big city would not
keep the audience away) the Association
must have been gratified to find it such
a financial (as well as a social) success.
The audience was also gratified to find
that the members of the Association were
themselves such social successes! From the
gentleman in the doorway who mimicked
the tragedy and comedy of every song
sung, to the gentleman who, on a table, led
everyone in a very spirited rendering of
the “Lewis Rally” song, composed on the
night of victory at Dingwall by a member
of the team. The organisers entered wholeheartedly into making the evening one that
will be remembered in the district for some
time. The audience, having got over their
initial surprise, responded magnificently,
and the concert ended on a very happy note
- the roar of “seven” in fact. In addition to
the unrehearsed comedy, there was singing, very much appreciated, from Mr Allan
Macritchie, and Misses Nora Morrison and
Peggy Macgregor, as well as our own Peigi
Mairi Matheson and Alexander Graham.
Mr Norman Maclean was also warmly
applauded for his violin playing. We look
forward to our own local concert party and
this “taking the boards” next Friday with a
number of new artistes and a new, and we
hear, exceptionally strong programme.
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January 1947
Wedding in Gress
Friends from far and near gathered at the
bride’s home in Gress when Miss Agnes
Ferguson, 2 Gress, was married to Mr
Donald Macleod, 37 Back. The ceremony
was performed in Back Free Church by
the Rev Mr Campbell, Garrabost, and
the bride was given away by her father.
Agnes’s own natural beauty (she was
chosen as the Gress representative for
the Back district at the hospital Carnival
Queen competition in 1939) was enhanced
by the lovely gown of white satin she
wore, and the long tulle veil, held in place
by a coronet of orange blossoms, which
was sent by her sister Mary, who is married in South Africa. It was one of the
lovliest seen in the village for a long time,
and it could hardly have graced a lovelier
bride. She carried a bouquet of red and
white carnations, set in maidenhair fern.
Her bridesmaids, Annabella Macleod, 37
Back, the groom’s cousin and Peggy, the
bride’s twin sister, who travelled from
Birmingham to attend the wedding, looked
charming in turquoise blue satin dresses,
with pleated skirts. Their headdresses
were of blue leaves entwined in veiling,
and they wore shoulder veils to match.
Little Catherine Morrison, 10 Coll, cousin
of the bride, was the sweet train-bearer,
dressed in pink satin with a pink headdress. The bridesmaids’ bouquets were of
pink and white carnations, and the trainbearer carried a posy of mixed flowers.
The bestman was Mr Donald Ferguson,
the bride’s brother. The night was spent
in traditional fashion - the dancing and
merry-making going on until morning.
The bride’s cake was a beautifully iced
three-tiered very non-austerity one, and
even the most romantically minded could
not save it for under their pillows! There
was an abundance of food and drink, of
fun and of laughter. The bride was one of
three sisters to serve in the WAAF during
the war. Another sister, Mary, who was in
the NAAFI travelled from Glasgow for the
wedding. The ‘groom was a CPO in the
Navy. Another just as enjoyable evening,
this time “a banais tigh” was held in Back
on the following night, when the older
well-wishers of the young couple enjoyed
themselves immensely. For going away,
the bride chose a blue two-piece suit under
a fur fabric top-coat. Her hat was brown,
swathed in blue veiling, and her accessories were brown. We take this opportunity
of wishing them the best that life can give,
knowing that they both deserve it.

TONG NEWS
The Late Mrs James Thomson
On Saturday, 3rd January, there passed

away in her 94th year, Mrs James
Thomson, 15 Tong, the oldest inhabitant in
the village, and one of the oldest inhabitants of the island. Mrs Thomson was an
exceptional woman, for up to the very last
day of her life, she retained all her faculties unimpaired, and even on the day she
passed away, was up and attending to her
usual duties in the home. As a young girl
of 21, Mrs Thomson left her native island
to join her husband in Fort Chipewyan on
Lake Athabasca, 1500 miles north-west
of Winnipeg, where Mr Thompson had
an appointment under the Hudson Bay
Company, and , for a young girl who
had never left the island, that journey in
those days must have been a severe test
of courage and endurance but her native
grit saw her through, the readers of “The
Gazette” may remember the account of her
journey and experiences which appeared
in the paper some years ago. After a few
years in that isolated region of Canada,
she and her husband returned to Lewis,
where Mr Thomson, carried on successfully a general merchant’s business and
reared a large family, now scattered widely
over the world. The only son of the family is a headmaster in Glasgow, two of the
daughters are settled in Canada, one is in
the United States, one in Edinburgh, one in
Harris, one in Inverness, and two at home
in Tong. Mrs Thomson was remarkable in
many ways, but the way in which, without
any training, she helped her husband in his
business, while attending to the work of
the house and croft, was the admiration of
all who knew her. She retained to the end
her interest in the everyday affairs of the
village, and one of her chief regrets was
that at the last general election she was not
able to go out and record her vote for the
Liberal candidate as she had always done
previously. Mrs Thompson was a woman
of deep piety. Her religion was a practical
one - “to love the Lord her God with all
her heart and soul, and her neighbour as
herself.” This she carried out to the end,
and, when at last the call came, she was
ready, and went out to meet her Maker with
gladness. Truly it can be said that with her
passing a shining light went out in Israel.
Children’s Party
On Christmas Eve, about 50 children of
Back Infant School were entertained at
a party by members of the Back Ranger
Company. The programme included games
and dancing, and to add to the children’s
enjoyment there was also a real live Santa,
complete down to the last blob of cottonwool. Just how real and live, he (or rather
she) was, was shown by the fact that every
time Santa spoke to a child at the beginning
of the evening, the bewildered infant burst
into tears!
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Tong Caraidean Strathpeffer 2016
Our visit to the mainland started early when on Monday
3rd October the bus driven by Iain collected us and out
luggage and for our convenience drove on to the car deck
of the Loch Seaforth. Courtesy of Calmac of course! The
crew doubled up on their duties to get us safely to our
seats. As on other occasions the passage to Ullapool was
a pleasant experience, the early morning sunrise was spectacular, the sea
was calm and the time passed quickly.

Lieutenant Governer’s quarters and is over three floors
each of which is easily accessible. Each regiment has a
space devoted to its history over the years. The range of
exhibits serves to illustrate the way these regiments served
King and Queen and Country from 1778 onwards. There
are large paintings of battles fought, displays of the various

Our coach was waiting for us with
our luggage already loaded, making
life easy and we met our driver who
introduced herself to us as Julie. She
was to look after us for the duration of
the visit and as things turned out she
was perfect for the job. We could not
have asked for better. We set off from
Ullapool along the A835 towards our first
destination which was Culloden Visitor
Centre, stopping briefly at Morrison’s
carpark so that Murray could join his
sister for a holiday with her.
The Centre is situated adjacent to the battlefield. On exiting the carpark we walked
on the path leading to the entrance
alongside a high wall which had a most
unusual construction consisting of rows of stones set in the
manner of a dry stone dyke. This them is carried on inside
into the entrance but with smaller stones being used. There
is much to see and much to learn from the time spent walking around the displays. On the ceiling of the restaurant are
printed lists of names of many people and organisations
who contributed to making the Centre a reality. For a modest donation to NTS a name can be added to the list. Apart
from a brief walk to the nearest stone with the clan name
engraved on it, the rest of the battlefield will have to wait
till a future visit. We left Culloden and proceeded over the
Kessock Bridge on to a quiet road that led to Strathpeffer
and booked into the Ben Wyvis Hotel, our home for the next
few days. After dinner there was a surprise for the birthday
boy as a cake was produced for him. He wishes to thank
everyone for this and for the card and the kind expressions
of goodwill written inside.
Day 2
We set out early to head over the Kessock Bridge heading to Ardeseir and then to Fort George, the present
home of the Black Watch, 3rd Battalion Royal Regiment
of Scotland. Sadly this is no longer to be the case and it
will be mothballed to be used for whatever purpose. The
Fort has been home for many serving highland soldiers
over the years, Donald John being one of them. The
Highlanders Museum tells the story of Highland Regiments
from just after the Battle of Culloden to the present day.
The Museum is located in the main building in the former
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Leaving Culloden Visitor Centre

uniforms worn and the armaments used in battle. On the
top floor there is a room where a limited number of medals
were on display. Despite the closure of the garrison, the
volunteers who man the museum have ambitions to have
room to display the whole collection of medals and citations. We know that there are medals awarded to soldiers
from our own village among them.
After our visit, we travelled along the road to Forres where
we had lunch in Brodies Countryfare, an establishment
having a well organised restaurant and a shop having a
wide variety of goods for sale. Our last stop of the day was
to Mackenzie and Cruikshank to purchase some much
needed utensils.
Day 3
Wednesday morning was time for our cruise on Loch Ness.
The cruise was arranged to start from Fort Augustus. Julie
decided that we should travel along the north side of the
loch and then returen on the south side. This proved to
be a great success as we could see the variety of terrain
on each side. We arrived at the bridge in Fort Augustus in
good time and were able to board the Legend of Loch Ness,
a modern, well-appointed vessel very fit for the purpose.
Setting off on our trip our guide drew our attention to the
various aspects of the loch, giving us an interesting lecture
on its geology, its length and depth and how it was formed
in the first place. The sonar was in operation at all times so
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Day 4

Waiting for the Legend of Loch Ness Centre

that we could see into the water underneath the boat. Our
hopes of seeing Nessie resting on the seabed did not materialise. However, the guide demonstrated how we could
use our cameras to take a picture of Nessie floating on the
surface. This was a very enjoyable experience for all.
We returned to Inverness where we enjoyed afternoon
tea at Simpsons before going back to Strathpeffer. A
short walk along the main street and one can see the
influence that the Victorian spa has had on the community throughout the years. The town owes its growth and
popularity to the discovery of sulphurous springs there in
the 1700s. Although the baths complex was demolished
post-WW1, the Upper Pump Room next to the Pavilion,
still remains in its original condition. It houses a range of
interpretive displays showing the history of the spa and
the community around it. The Pavilion is an outstanding building which was requisitioned during the war to
be used as a hospital
for the Armed Forces.
After extensive renovation it is now used
for community events.
After
dinner
in
the hotel we were
entertained by Kerr
Macdonald,
Anna
Mairi’s
grandson,
who demonstrated
his musical talents
as he played through
his repertoire of pipe
tunes. This is a young
man following the
family musical tradition and his playing
was excellent and
much appreciated.
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Today we set off along the Cromarty Firth
to Invergordon to visit the Naval Museum
and Heritage Centre. We were welcomed
by volunteers who are part of a group
responsible for running the centre for the
community. There are many interesting
displays in the museum such as a section
depicting the maritime history of the port
from a time prior to WW1 to the present
day, a section on the offshore industry
and a section on the community life of
many years ago. Because of the deep
water of the firth it was an ideal anchorage for naval vessels and when the oil
industry was at its height many rigs were
repaired and recommissioned there. The
fact that large cruise liners are able to
berth is of great benefit to the town. We
left Invergordon and made our way to
Evanton to have lunch at the Storehouse.
We then made our way by the quiet
country roads of Easter Ross to the small fishing town of
Portmahomack. After another good day we returned to
the hotel for the final night of our holiday.
Home Again
After four days of lovely weather, Friday arrived and it
was time to get ourselves organised for our return home.
Our stay at the Ben Wyvis Hotel was very pleasant and
the accommodation very good so that we were able
to have restful nights. A short drive over the Kessock
Bridge and we parked in Morrisons carpark to allow a
final visit to the shops. Murray rejoined us after his holiday with his sister.
A big thank you goes to Iain for taking us to the ferry and returning us safely home. Thanks to Ian Don at the Calmac office
in Stornoway, to their staff in Ullapool for making life easy by
looking after our luggage and thanks to the crew of the Loch
Seaforth for going
the extra mile and
being courteous and
helpful. All of us wish
to thank Graham, a
young member of the
Caraidean, for being
so thoughtful, so caring and so ready to
help even before we
asked for it.
Finally, thanks to our
own Nora, Ishbel
and the team for
organising the trip so
efficiently that everything went without a
hitch.

Sitting in the sun by the Cromarty Firth

Donald Maclean
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Angus B MacNeil MP
Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome
Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street
Stornoway
Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272
E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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& Crumble Mince P i e s

Oisean a' Chòcaire

Cust a r

Ingredients
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

125g unsalted butter, cold from the fridge
185g plain flour, plus extra for dusting
3 tbsp golden caster sugar
1 large egg
180g mincemeat
120g pot custard

Method
1. Heat oven to 200°C/180°C fan/gas 6. Put a baking sheet in the
oven on the middle shelf.
2. Cut the butter into small cubes. Sift the flour into a large mixing
bowl and add a pinch of salt.
3. Tip the butter into the flour and use your fingers to rub the two
together until it resembles breadcrumbs.
4. Stir in 2 tbsp of the sugar. Scoop a heaped half cup (85g) of the
crumbs into a smaller bowl and set aside.
5. Have two small bowls ready. Crack the egg on the side of one
bowl, then carefully pull the shell apart in two halves, letting the
yolk nestle into one side. Let the white drain away from the yolk
into one bowl and put the yolk into the other bowl.
6. Beat the egg yolk with a fork, then add it to the bigger bowl of butter and flour mix. Use a cutlery knife to stir the yolk into the crumbs.
7. Put your hand in the bowl and squeeze the crumbs together to
make a ball. Knead the pastry a few times until smooth.
8. Sprinkle some flour over your work surface. Sprinkle a little
more over the pastry and roll it out to the thickness of two £1 coins.
9. Stamp the pastry with an 8cm cutter, re-rolling the trimmings to
make 12 rounds.
10. Gently push the rounds of pastry into the bun tin. Spoon 1
heaped tsp of the custard into each pastry case, followed by the
mincemeat on top.
11. Add the final 1 tbsp sugar to the smaller bowl of crumb mix.
Pinch it together to make bigger clumps and mound it on top of
the mincemeat.
12. Slide the bun tin on top of the baking sheet and bake for 15 mins
until golden brown and the custard and mincemeat are starting to bubble.
13. Cool in the tin for 15 mins, then carefully lift the pies onto a
rack and leave to cool. Will keep for 2 days in an airtight tin.
Recipe from BBC Good Food
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Anns a’
ghàrradh...

Winter gardening
We may think that there is not much to do in the garden during the winter months, but we are experiencing
milder winters which makes it possible for
us to prepare now for the Spring, provided
the ground is not too wet. The most important aspect of the garden is the soil, which
makes it necessary for us to understand the
needs of the soil. If growth is stunted and
there is various discolouring in the leaf, the
obvious fault lies not with the plant but there
must be a deficiency in the soil. How then
can I improve my soil? This can be done in
many ways, especially by digging in organic
material such as farmyard manure,
especially if it has a good
mixture of straw in it as
this helps to break up
the soil. Well-rotted
poultry manure in
small quantities is
ideal for brassica
and leeks, along
with seaweed.
For healthy liquid feeding once
the plants are
established, fill a
container with water,
cut the tops of newly
grown nettles before they
go to seed, put them in the
water and weigh them down with a stone to make sure
they are well under, leave for a month and you will
have high quality organic liquid feed, high in nitrogen
and also ideal for leaf feeding. This solution may need
diluting on application. Don't use it on Brussels sprouts

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE
LOCH A TUATH NEWS

AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash
for £32.40 to Laura Graham, 5 Catherine Hill, Coll,
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.
Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk
A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

as this will make them turn into small cabbages. A
sprinkling of artificial fertiliser (such as Growmore)
during the growing
season, will supply
what the soil may
lack, such as potash and trace elements etc.
As we bring this
regular article to a
close, I thought this
year that I would
fulfil one of my
ambitions which
has been on my
mind for the past
11 years. So after
a gentle prod from my wife who told me, "Now that
you have reached fourscore years, it's time you
built that summerhouse," preparations began.
First an old shed had to be dismantled and then
with the help and encouragement of two of
my neighbours, Ruaridh and David, the
project got under way.

Please
note
a year's
From the
subscription
Poileagan
will now be 10
issues, due to July and
December double issues.
So now the garden can boast of
a new addition, overlooking
the Gress River and Loch
a Tuath.

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £32.40
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

International rates on application
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Back Football and Recreation Club - What’s on in December
November saw the start of our winter bike club for pre-schoolers.
Funded by the Cycle Scotland “Cycle Friendly and Sustainable
Communities Fund” this new parent and toddler group, is
designed to let the little ones burn off some energy and practice
their bike skills away from the winter weather.
Balance bikes suitable
for ages 18mth-5yrs
are available along with
refreshments for mum or
dad. The club operates
on a drop in basis and
has proved very popular
so far, so much so, that
we have extended the
clubs hours to accommodate more people. You
can find out more about
the club and our other
activities on our website
www.backfrc.org.uk.

Badminton is back (courts can be booked in advance online
through our website or by calling Terri) but did you know we also
have table tennis, pool and darts available to book most evenings.
Finally, thanks to everyone who voiced their support on facebook
for our gym equipment application. We have our
fingers crossed and will let you know how we get
on as soon as we hear.
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Dates for your diary: full details can be found
on our website or sign up for our new what’s
on email and get details delivered to your inbox
each month. Visit www.backfrc.org.uk for more
information or to sign up.
Festive Family Fun Session - Friday 23rd
Dec, 11am-2:30pm
Family Fun Session - Friday 20th January,
3:30 - 6pm
Family Quiz December, 7pm

Following on from our fundraising last month which saw us raise £280 for Macmillan
Cancer Support at a coffee morning and £70 for Bethesda
at our quiz night, November saw us host a Pudsey disco
for Children in Need at our after school family fun session.
Thank you to everyone who donated their baking, time or
money for these great causes.
Christmas is just around the corner and we have a special Festive Family Fun Session planned for the school
holidays and a family quiz night to keep you entertained
over the festive period. The hall and arena will be available as
usual for private bookings and Lewis and Harris Youth Football
Association are hoping to run a Box Soccer Camp so watch out
for information on our website and Facebook nearer the time.
Sharon’s keep fit sessions continue on Monday nights but we
have a new option for those parents who find it tricky to find time
to exercise around their parenting duties. CarlyYoga is offering a
new class where both the parent and child can attend together.
The adult can workout, and the child can either join in, watch from
the side, bring their ipad or sit in a buggy if young or asleep. The
class aims to target all levels of fitness, and runs on Friday mornings 10am-11am. Contact Terri for more information.

at Upper Coll
Bowls are Back
The 2016/17 season is well under-

way down in the Community hall as bowling aficionados turn out
in their numbers to experience the unenviable atmosphere, not to
mention the craic, that only Back Bowls Club can provide.
So far 28 bowlers have crept through the door to have a go on the
famous three carpets. From the experienced ‘Pros’ of Stornoway
to those who just fancy having a go, the numbers have
brought a smile to those counting the pennies each week.
With six weeks gone the
league has now begun to take
shape with Rob Macdonald
leading the way alongside
Calum Iain Macdonald with 16
points each. Peter O’Donnell
is hanging on to their coattails just a point behind whilst
perennial favourite Duncan
Maclean is lurking not so far
behind on 12 points.
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Friday

30th

Family Fitness (circuits)
with CarlyYoga - Fridays,
10-11am, £25 for 4 weeks
starting 25th Nov
Book Club - 14th December
and 28th January, 7pm,
£2.50
Rainy Day Bike Club Thursdays, 11am-3pm, (Note
there will be no club on 22nd
and 29th Dec and 5th Jan. The
club will resume in the New Year on
12th January)
Keep Fit - Mondays, 7pm, £4
Badminton - Tuesdays, 6:30 - 8:30pm, £6 a court inc equipment
for up to 4 people, (Courts must be booked online in advance)
Island Archers - Wednesdays, 7-9pm, £5 adult, £2 junior
(www.islandarchers.org)
Youth Darts Academy - Thursdays, 6.30-7.30pm, £2, ages 9-18

Indoor Bowls - Thursdays, 7:30-9:30pm

Behind the leaders lies a group of players all capable of mounting
a surge to the top, none more so than the tricky trio of Bob Walker,
Malky Macleod and Ali Maclean.
The midfield is packed with talent including Lawrence Macdonald
and Mark Macdonald, sons of Rob and Calum Iain. The last
time I saw Macdonald Brothers this good was when those two
Glaswegians from the X
Factor were singing in
the Back Hall in 2007.
Down at the bottom wee
Willie Macdonald is still
hoping to go the season
undefeated although it
would be nice if he played
more than two games!
Propping up the lot of us
is James Macleod and
the ‘best keeper in the
island’ will have to pull
out all the shots if he is to
save his season.
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Scottish Traditional Music Hall of Fame
- R o d M ac k e n z ie
Rod Mackenzie, who has just been inducted into the Scottish Traditional Music Hall
of Fame, lived at 44 Gress for 28 years,
until 2002, when he and his wife Alison
moved to the Black Isle. His induction will
be celebrated at the annual STM Hall of
Fame Dinner in November 2017. The article is taken from the Hands Up for Trad
website and was written by Jim Gilchrist.
Scottish Traditional Music Hall of
Fame - Celebrating traditional music's
heroes
Rod Mackenzie:community Gaelic
choir leader and teacher
Rod Mackenzie was the inspirational
founder, leader and teacher of no less
than three Gaelic choirs from the district of Back, in Lewis,
which frequently enjoyed success at the National Mòd and
other competitions. A deputy head and business studies
teacher by profession, with no formal training in music education, he nevertheless, through his enthusiasm and commitment, forged tightly cohesive choirs that not only won
medals in themselves but provided a springboard for several
solo Mòd gold medallists and other performers.
His musicality has also passed down through his four children, with three of his daughters making their names as
the Gaelic singing trio Mackenzie as well as in their own
individual careers, while several of his 13 grandchildren are
also making their way on the music scene, not least guitarist
Innes White.
The man who had such an impact on the music of a community in Lewis, actually hailed from the mainland. Rodney
Mackenzie, widely known as Rod, was born to a Gaelicspeaking family in Culkein, Stoer, in Sutherland, in1941, the
youngest of five children. His early years had more than their
fair share of uncertainty: his mother died when he was just
10 months old, and as his father was posted in Orkney during the Second World War, the family were split up, with Rod
and two of his brothers sent to an orphanage in Inverness
where they remained until his father remarried in 1945 and
re-settled, firstly in Lairg then in Lochinver, where Rod lived
until he left home at the age of 17 to study in Glasgow.
While a pupil of Lochinver Primary School, his interest in
Gaelic song and choral singing was whetted by its headmaster, Angus M Ross (a post that would later be taken by Rod’s
brother, Kenny). An enthusiastic supporter of Gaelic language
and culture, “Rossie”, as he was known, introduced the young
Mackenzie to the rudiments of music. A former major in the
Seaforth Highlanders, Ross was a disciplinarian but, Rod
would recall, “in a positive way. “He used to drill us in sol-fah
reading by using the ‘modulator’ sheet and a wooden pointer
and it worked. To this day I can sight-read sol-fah music, all
thanks to Rossie.”
Rod also gained experience through the Lochinver School
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Choir which Ross led, competing in local
and national Mòds. It wasn’t just through
formal education that his musical experience developed, however. During his
teens and early adult years, he sang with
his brother, Kenny, Kenny’s wife, Marlene,
her sister Joan and others including
Rossie’s son, Willie, and Hughie Ross (no
relation), who had formerly played with
the Strathpeffer Dance Band, and as a
concert party, they sometimes appeared
with the Lochinver Dance Band. Rod,
Kenny, Marlene and Joan continued to
sing together in close harmony in both
Gaelic and English throughout a large part
of their adult lives.
Rod trained as a business studies teacher
in Glasgow, where he met his wife, Alison, with whom he
would have four daughters – Sheila, Eilidh, Gillian and Fiona.
In 1972 his work took the family to Lewis, where he taught in
the Nicolson Institute in Stornoway, initially living there before
moving to his beloved village of Gress, in the district of Back,
which he would later describe as his favourite place on earth,
along with Assynt. He taught at the Nicolson until his retirement, then in 2002 he and Alison moved to Ross-shire to be
nearer family.
He has described their time on Lewis as the best years
of their lives: “Living on a beautiful island among the most
wonderful, caring and kind people on earth, and where our
girls were able to soak in all the wonderful language, music
and culture of Gaeldom which has become such a central
part of our family life. We are so delighted that all our 13
grandchildren have been through Gaelic medium education
in Dingwall, Inverness and Edinburgh and are now fluent
speakers – a wonderful gift for life!”
It was in 1978 that, concerned that there was no local school
or community choir and mindful that the 1979 National Mòd
was planned for Stornoway, the first time the national event
had been held in the Western Isles, he was inspired to start
a children’s choir, initially called Back Junior Gaelic Choir but
a few years later changing its name to Còisir Òg a Bhac. He
then formed Còisir Loch a Tuath for 13-18-year-olds, then
some time later, in what he termed “a sort of natural evolution”, the adult Còisir Sgìr’ a Bhac came into being.
He regards working with all of them as amongst the most
enjoyable and rewarding years of his life. “To see these
folk from our local community develop into such a musically
satisfying and socially cohesive ‘family’ was so personally
fulfilling and satisfying.”
All of which took time and patience, and could not have
been achieved without the emotional and practical support
of Alison, who also sang in a choir with him in their early
days in Lewis.
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He found young choir members’ parents supportive and
also reckons he tapped into a lot of “raw talent” within the
community but, considering his lack of formal training in
music teaching, it was his passion and commitment that
had a lot to do with these choirs’ successes.
As one long-standing choir member, Diane Macleod, puts
it: “Rod – or Ruaraidh, as I know he likes to be called –
could bring out of us what we didn’t think we could do!”
Even after his retirement, Rod could be found singing with
Còisir Sgìr’ a Bhac – the last time was at the National Mòd
in Thurso in 2010 – the same year that both the Traditional
Gold Medal winners, Margaret MacLeman and Eoghainn
Macleod, came from the choir. More than just bringing
silverware to the Back district, however, the choirs brought
the community together to perform for local charities and
care homes as well as at other local events.

Another member, Murdo “Cloudy” Macleod, says that his
26-year involvement with Còisir Sgìr’ a Bhac was “down to
Rodney’s encouragement and tutoring at the beginning. He
has single-handedly brought our district of Back to the forefront of Gaelic music – all without looking for recognition or
acclaim for himself, but simply for his love of Gaelic singing.”
And the acclaimed singer, piper and actress Anna Murray,
a former member of Còisir Loch a Tuath, credits Rod
for launching her on her musical journey, describing him
as “an inspirational music educator. Rodney’s door was
always open to anyone and everyone who wanted to sing,
and especially those who feared they couldn’t. He taught
us to really listen and to never forget the listener.
“His selfless dedication and encouragement to our community and singers is an inspiration and something for
which we will be forever grateful.”

Sg oi l a' Bh ac He al th Wee k
CW from TL:
Dressing up in
fruit and veg
costumes
Oh dear what
has Mrs
Macrae been
up to?!
Enjoying
physical
activities at
Coll Centre
Yoga classes
Enjoying fruit
kebabs
Paramedic
demonstration
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The aircraft enthusiasts of Loch a’ Tuath had an unexpected bonus on 16 November thanks to Stornoway’s
atrocious weather. If they were
watching between about ten
o’clock and twelve they would
have seen a huge jet aircraft
dropping down across Upper
Coll, Tong and Broad Bay as if
it was about to touch down at
Stornoway Airport. But then,
with wheels almost touching
the tarmac, it rose steeply. If
they had kept watching they
would have spied only a few
minutes later the same plane
repeating the exercise . . .
and again . . . .again . . . . and
again . . . . In fact it made no
fewer than twenty circuits before heading off for calmer
weather.
What was this ‘mystery plane’ and why was it looping
round Loch a Tuath?
The aircraft was an Airbus A350 941, registration
F-WXWB, described as one of an ‘ all-new family of
widebody aircraft that is shaping the future of medium- to long-haul airline operations – overcoming the







challenges of volatile fuel prices, matching rising passenger expectations and addressing increasing environmental concerns.’ These
planes are designed and built
at Toulouse in France, which
is where this flight originated
and finished.
Airbus needed to fly the
plane in bad and turbulent
conditions. They looked all
round Europe for sufficiently
bad conditions, and luckily
they found Stornoway! The
visit was featured on local TV
News, which reported inaccurately that the flight was for
crew training. It was not for
that purpose but for testing of some new procedures and
software where they wanted +40knot cross wind gusts
with severe turbulence to enable them to check check
near impossible landing conditions. They need to check
what happens even if the crew deliberately do something
that a novice pilot might try! Apparently the flight was a
success.
Perhaps Loganair should make enquiries if the Airbus
can cope with these conditions!

50 Years in the Christi
an Min
istr
y
C Tucker

A special service marking Rev Angus Alex
Macdonald’s 50th year in the Christian Ministry
was held on Wednesday
16th November in the
church hall.
Following a time of
worship led by Rev
Calum I MacLeod, an
overview was given on
Angus Alex and Helen’s
25 years of dedicated
mission work in South
Africa (from 1968-1997)
with videos, messages and greetings
from numerous wellwishers conveyed
on the night.
Angus Alex and
Helen were presented with various gifts
including a special
anniversary cake.
Joanna Moore from
Tong presented a
bouquet of flowers
to Helen.
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Angus Alex and Helen
expressed their sincere appreciation
for such a special the evening and spoke
of how they had found it all rather emotional
looking back at their time in South Africa.
C I Macleod

▲◄ Special anniversary service
◄ Joanna presenting Helen with a bouquet
▲ Angus Alex & Helen cutting the cake
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Lewis Wind Power Praised for Investment in Island Education
The partnership between Lewis Wind Power and Lews
Castle College UHI in providing graduates with vital engineering experience is now into its third year and going from
strength to strength.
Each year Lewis Wind
Power takes on graduates
from the college and gives
them experience of working at a variety of wind farm
sites across the UK.

35

months, of my placement, Lewis Wind-Power partners-EDF-Energy
Renewables included me in numerous community meetings, team
meetings and tasks which provided me with valuable life skills for my
future studies. I was amazed by
the extensive work done by the
EDF-Energy Renewables team
to ensure an all-round positive
outcome for all parties involved
in wind farm developments.“

Engineering Graduate Calum
Macdonald added “As a
mature student I was surprised
to be given the opportunity
of a Summer Internship with
EDF Energy Renewables.
It provided me with a great
opportunity to visit windfarms
across the country, and gain
invaluable experience and
insights into the Renewables
industry to support me with
graduates Calum
Pictured are Lews Castle College UHI
my Engineering degree studLewis
of
ing
n Cumm
Macdonald and Martin Zweifel with Darre
ies at Lews Castle College
son,
Fergu
y
Rodd
and
Wind Power [and EDF Energy Renewables]
UHI. The staff from EDF
UHI.
Head of Technology - Lews Castle College
Energy Renewables were
“The graduate placements in
very supportive during my
particular, have provided valuable industrial experience for our
Internship and my continuing work with Lewis Wind Power”.
graduates giving them real world experience with an internationMr Macdonald is currently employed on a Part-time basis
al energy company“ said Roddy Ferguson, Head of Technology,
by Lewis Wind-Power - while he completes his Engineering
Lews Castle College UHI.
degree at Lews Castle College UHI.
“EDF Energy Renewables
and Lewis Wind Power have
supported the college and our
graduates with graduate placements and have contributed
towards development of the
Engineering Degree curriculum,
delivered in partnership with
the University of the Highlands.
Specialists within the organisation have also delivered a
number of guest lectures and
have helped with technology
research in recent years".

The graduate placements taken on by Lewis Wind Power,
this year, were Calum Macdonald and Martin Zweifel. Both
of the graduates worked on placements, fully funded by EDF
Energy Renewables, at sites throughout the country and
were also provided with part- time work after returning to
Lews Castle College UHI to complete the final year of their
Engineering and Business degrees.
Business Graduate Martin Zweifel said “learned a lot about the
procedures involved in a windfarm development, Government
regulations and the day to day activities of a large multinational
Energy company. Over the two

Don Mackay, of Lewis Powers EDF Energy Renewables,
said “We at Lewis Wind Power were delighted with the performance of the Lews Castle graduates who have worked
with us this year and over the last three years.
“They are a credit to the community and Lewis Wind Power is committed to continuing to develop our links with Lews Castle College
UHI and the University of the Highlands and Islands on further
opportunities for the island community with further placements.
“Lewis Wind Power has also had preliminary discussions with
Lews Castle to discuss the Innovation Centre - which they are
planning in Stornoway and we would hope to support its development in the future."

Abby Jo Morrison

Congratulations go to Abby Jo Morrison, Ocean View,
36 Upper Coll, who achieved an impressive score of
87.6% in her first test at the Scottish
Dressage Championships
in October. Abby Jo
had been introduced to
Fernando, her 17.2hh
horse, only 2 days beforehand and was delighted to
receive a second place! She
then carried on to secure
another second place out
of three tests in which she
took part over the weekend.
A fantastic achievement out
of a very strong group that
attended the Championships.
Well done!
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Remembra
nce
Sun
day
There was a good attendance at the Annual
Remembrance Service at the Back War Memorial on
Sunday 13th November. The service was led by Rev
Calum Iain Macleod. Kenneth Macdonald, Upper Coll,
led the singing.
Wreaths were placed at the memorial cairn by several local organisations after the customary two minute
silence. Tea was served in the church hall after the service. A collection at the church services on behalf of the
War Memorial Committee raised £900. The committee
wishes to thank Back Free Church and the community
for it's continued support.

▲Representatives of
local organisations who laid
wreaths at the War Memorial
with the Rev Calum I. Macleod.

◄ Local community
representatives at the
Remembrance Sunday
service.

▼ Mal Macleod and Kenny Maciver

▲ Rev C I Macleod leading the
service

Material for publication in the FEBRUARY issue of Loch a Tuath
News must be in before MONDAY 16th JANUARY 2017
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