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This month you can find:
• Memories of Summers Spent on MacBrayne's Steamers

• On the Buses photos           
• TRA Senior Citizens' Christmas Lunch

• Back School Health Week
Plus: As Na Bailtean, Back in Time, From the Manse and 

much more!

Behold, my Love, how green the groves,
The primrose banks how fair;
The balmy gales awake the flowers,
And wave thy flaxen hair

Robert Burns
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Welcome to your February 2017 issue of 
Loch a Tuath News! A very Happy New 
Year to you all! I hope you’ve all enjoyed 
your December holidays. At Taigh Gone, 

Santa has been and gone, 
and we have had two 
birthday celebrations for 
little people! We’ve had 
a lovely break filled with 
family, friends and food! 
2017 then arrived, with the 
usual bitter sweetness of 
bidding farewell to anoth-
er year, and the excite-
ment of the one to come. 

January and February are 
strange months, so flat 
after the excitement and 
over-indulgence of the 
festive season, yet strangely welcome as 

we get back to routine after all Christmas 
extravagance! Perhaps you’ve made a 
New Year’s resolution? To eat better? 
Exercise more? Good luck with whatever 
it is – though my personal favourite is ‘Be 
patient. Be thankful. Be kind.’ I think that is 
a lovely way to approach the coming year!

In this month’s magazine we have all your 
usual favourites for you to catch up with, 
As na Bailtean, Memories of Summers 
Spent on Macbrayne’s Steamers, and 
some lovely pictures to round up our On 

the Buses series. We hear from Back 
and Tong schools, who were very busy 
coming up to the Christmas holidays, 
and see a very special visitor to Upper 
Coll and the Little Lambs toddler group 
children just before Christmas!

We warmly welcome Anne Ramsay 
as a village correspondent, so please 
get in touch with her with all your 
Back/Vatisker news! If you are inter-
ested in joining our Loch a Tuath 

News team, we would 
be delighted to have 
you on board! Please 
keep your articles and 
pictures coming in to us 
– we value them all and 
love receiving them! 
You can submit them 
to myself, or any of the 
committee members.

Wishing you all a bless-
ed February,

Melanie

Front cover photo-
graph courtesy of 

Magz Macleod, Impact Imagz.

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: latneditor2@outlook.com
By post: Taigh Gone, 27 Upper Coll, HS2 0LS

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Fàilte

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 
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Happy New Year!
We would like to wish all our readers 
from far and near a very happy and 
healthy New Year!

Gress
Ruby Wedding
Congratulations to John & Cathy Gunn, 
who celebrated their Ruby wedding 
back in November! John and Cathy 
were married in Back Free Church by 
the late Rev Alistair Montgomery, on 
the 12th November 1976. Best wishes 
to you both.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Erin Morrison, 
daughter of Pauline and Ian, No. 50, 
on her 18th birthday which was in 
November, and for just passing her 
driving test! Safe driving Erin!

The Funeral Fund Association
The membership fees for the Funeral 
Fund are now due for renewal.  The fee 
remains the same as last year, £1.50 
per person. If you have not already 
paid and wish to do so please drop into 
Ivor Ferguson, 11 Gress.  Thank you.

Bereavement
The sympathy of the village goes to 
the family, and the extended families 
of the late Catriona Macleod, 62 Coll, 
known in Gress as Catriona Dhòmnaill 
Sheogaidh, who was our neighbour 
when we were growing up. She was left 
to bring up six of a family when her hus-
band, George Macleod, died at a young 
age. When the children got older, she 
went back to nursing until she retired.  

She was ninety seven when she passed 
away on December 30th, and was well 
looked after by her family. We also 
think of her two remaining sisters Ishbel 
and Jessie Bell at this sad time.

Get Well Wishes
Our village correspondent Iain (Jock) 
Murray has gone through surgery in 
Edinburgh and was home and improv-
ing, but had to go back to Edinburgh. 
He hopes to be home very soon.  

As NA 
BAilteAN

after relatively short illnesses.

The two oldest individuals from Back 
village passed away on the morning 
of 3 January. Both Donald MacDonald 
and Annie Stewart were aged 95 years. 
Donald, originally from Shawbost, 
moved to 29 Back with his late wife 
Mary in the 1980s following his retire-
ment as Head Teacher of Stornoway 
Primary. Donald was a man of many 
interests which included local history; he 
was a regular contributor to Back in the 
Day and Fuaran. The tragic loss of his 
two teenage sons many years ago was 
a providence which he, Mary and their 
two daughters bore with fortitude.

Anna Ailigein Uisdein was brought up at 
66 Back prior to moving to 2 Back fol-
lowing her marriage to George Stewart 
(Seòras Sheoidhean). During the 
war she served with the Civil Nursing 
Reserve and then worked as a district 
nurse before raising her family of one 
son and two daughters. The faith which 
she placed in the Lord many years ago 
sustained her through periods of illness 
and loss, the most challenging of which 
was the tragic death of her younger 
daughter Mary Jane in 1998. Annie's 
death was the fourth to have affected 
the small community at Lighthill Road in 
the space of a month.

To all the aforementioned families who 
entered 2017 grieving for their loved 
ones, we offer our sincere sympathy on 
their sad loss.

Coll
Bereavement
The sympathy of the community goes to 
the family of the late Catriona Macleod 
(Banntrach Sheorais Alex John) 63 Coll, 
who passed away in the Western Isles 
Hospital at the age of 97 years.

To the family of the late Jessie Bell 
Mackay (Banntrach Aonghas Caoidh) 60 
Coll, who passed away in Dun Berisay 
Residential Home age 87 years, we also 
send our condolences.

Also in our thoughts is Muriel Maclennan, 
"Muraldon" Coll, on the death of her 
sister Katy Ann Maciver (Bean Tormod 
Spàigean), Lighthill.

New Career
Best wishes to Allan Mackay, 31 Coll, 
as he starts a new career as a driving 
instructor.  All the best for the future!

In Hospital
Best wishes to Ian Maclean (Sindy), 
43 Coll, for a speedy recovery after his 
operation in the Western Isles Hospital.

BACk/VAtisker
Cancer Research Collection
The Lewis Cancer Research Committee 
would like to thank those who did the 
house to house collections in Back and 
Tong.

Bereavements
The closing days of 2016 and the start 
of 2017 were for many in our community 
a time of sorrow and grief.

Sincere condolences to Violet Macleod 
of 22 Broadbay View, Back and her 
family, on the death of her brother 
David, aged 88, at his home near Leeds 
on 6th January 2017.

On 9 December Calum Iain Maciver 
passed away peacefully at his home in 
Tong after a long illness. He was the last 
surviving member of Uilleam Sheicean's 
family who were brought up at 42 
Vatisker. Calum Iain retired from the 
Stornoway Port Authority after his initial 
career in the Merchant Navy. Following 
his marriage to Rachel Macmillan, North 
Tolsta he moved to Morrison Terrrace, 
Tong where their family of two sons and 
one daughter were brought up.

Mrs Katie Ann Maciver passed away on 
18 December aged 82 years. A native 
of Flesherin, Point she and her husband 
Norman (Tormod Spàigean) initially lived 
at Morrison Terrace, Tong before moving 
to their home at 65 Back with their one 
daughter and three sons. The loving, 
selfless care she gave to her family was 
reciprocated by them, especially in her 
latter years during a protracted illness. 
A large number of mourners paid their 
respects at her funeral in spite of atro-
cious weather conditions on the day.

On 19 December the funerals took 
place to Gress cemetery of two indi-
viduals with Vatisker connections. Mr 
Eric Shaw was a much respected lec-
turer in the Engineering faculty of Lews 
Castle College prior to his retirement. 
He is remembered with affection by 
his former colleagues and students. A 
native of Yorkshire, he moved to the old 
Schoolhouse at Back in the late 1970s 
with his wife Dorothy and their two 
daughters.

Mrs Chrisann Wood, nee Murray 
(Chrisann Milo) spent her formative 
years at 65 Vatisker prior to moving to 
Stornoway, where she and her husband 
Brian brought up their twin daughters. 
She was a well-known individual having 
worked diligently as a supervisor at the 
old Woolworths store on Cromwell Street 
for many years. The communal sense of 
sympathy for her family was very evident 
at her funeral, coming as it did just six 
months after the death of her husband. 
Both Brian and Chrisann passed away 
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▲ Jane Matheson (10 Vatisker) & Coinneach Morrison 
(Tarbert) were married recently in Drumossie

▲ Congratulations to Chris and 
Alison Macleod, of 84 Moray Park 
Avenue, Inverness, on the birth of 
their first baby, a daughter.  Aoife 
Mairead Macleod was born on 
Wednesday the 4th of January. 
Chris is the son of Rev. Kenny and 
Mrs Maggie Macleod, Dowanvale, 
Glasgow.  Maggie is the daughter 
of Mrs Christina Smith, of 7 Aird, 
Tong. Alison is the daughter of John 
Norman (mac Tohan) and Maggie 
Macleod, Mill View, Gress.

BailteanPictures,.A,.s na

▼ Bonnie Walker on her first day in 
school. Daughter of Ant and Kylie 
Walker of Nerang, Brisbane. Bonnie 
is the grand-daughter of the late 
Donald (Rip) MacInnes, 

Broadbay 
View, 

Back.

John & Catherine 
Gunn (Gress) ►

Iona M Macdonald (Tong)
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Richard Fairbairn, has also had sur-
gery, in Glasgow, and was back home 
but is now in the Western Isles Hospital.

We send our very best wishes to both 
of them for a speedy recovery.

We are very sorry to hear Patience 
Barton (Kinny Davis’ sister), Gress 
Lodge, but married in Banchory, hasn’t 
been well lately. We send her our best 
wishes for a speedy recovery and 
hope to see her back in Gress soon.

Welcome home
Dr Neil Davis has recently returned from 
the Gambia, where he was working vol-
untarily. We are glad he is home safely.

Thank You
On behalf of Cancer Research, Ishbel 
wishes to thank the village for their 
generosity in giving £97, and also to 
the girls who helped.

toNG
Village Condolences
We extend our sincere condolences to 
the family of the late Jaclyn Heckles 
who passed away very suddenly 
towards the end of last year. We 
especially remember her children, her 
parents Cathie Ann (a Bhroggach) 
and David Heckles and all the family 
at this time.

We were also very sorry to hear 
that Cathie (Bruce) Campbell, 20 Aird 
Tong, passed away in Aberdeen. We 
remember her family, Christine, Erica 
and Iain and send them our sincere 
sympathy.

We send our sincere sympathy to Anne 
Macdonald at 2A Aird Tong, who lost her 
dad, known locally as Dixie, recently.

We also send our sincere condolences 
to Rachel MacIver and her family, 8 
Morrison Terrace, following the death 

of her husband Calum Iain recently 
after a long illness.

The community were very sorry to hear 
that Calum Murdo Morrison formally 5 
Aird Tong, affectionately known as 
Ted, had passed away. We remember 
his widow Jean, daughters Claire and 
Dina along with the grandchildren, and 
his only sister Kitty at this time.

Graduation
Congratulations to Iona M MacDonald, 
who recently graduated from the 
University of Stirling with BSc in 
Nursing. Iona is the daughter of Iain 
and Rhona, Inverness, and the grand-
daughter of Annie Mary and the late 
William Mackenzie, 17 Aird Tong, and 
the late Mary and Donald MacDonald, 
North Tolsta. Iona is employed as a 
Staff Nurse in Nairn Hospital.

Upper Coll
Sympathy
Several families in the community at 
large have been bereaved in the early 
weeks of 2017.

In Col Uarach, we send our condo-
lences to Joan and Calum Maclean, 
50 Upper Coll, and to their family, on 
the loss of Joan’s mother, Jessie Bell 
Mackay, 60 Coll. Latterly, Jessie Bell 
had resided in Dun Berisay Care Home.

We also send our sympathy to Ishbel 
and Kenny Maciver, 11 Upper Coll, and 
to their family, on the passing of Ishbel’s 
mother, Barbara Nicolson, Lemreway. 

We are also sorry to report, at the time 
of writing, the passing of Rev Barbara 
Morrison, 46 Upper Coll. Barbara had 
not been in good health for some 
years. She and her late husband 
Robert, moved to Upper Coll about 
thirty years ago. We send our sympa-
thy to Barbara’s family, Susan, Ruth, 

Peter and Martin.

We think of all these 
bereaved families in 
their time of sorrow.

In Hospital
Get well wishes are sent to Catriona 
Stewart, 34 Upper Coll, who was admit-
ted to Ospadal nan Eilean in December. 
It is good to report that Catriona is pro-
gressing well and we hope that it won’t 
be too long before she is home. 

Prize-winning Photograph
Those readers in possession of the 
2017 Caledonian Macbrayne calendar 
will have noticed that the January pic-
ture is of the MV Loch Seaforth moored 
at Stornoway at night time, and that the 
photographer is Innes Mackay. Each 
year, Cal Mac runs a photographic 
competition for submissions to their 
calendar and the winning entries are 
featured. Innes, of 27 Upper Coll, was 
delighted to have his photograph cho-
sen and to win some Calmac vouchers. 
Many have also admired the festive 
cover on the December/January cover 
of Loch a Tuath News, also taken by 
Innes. We look forward to seeing some 
more ‘Innes Mackay’ photographs.

Engagement
Marion Macaulay, daughter of Iain and 
Anne at 81 Upper Coll, and Iain Gray, 
son of Dr George and Cena Gray, 
recently announced their engagement. 
Both families are delighted and look for-
ward to the wedding on 23rd September 
this year, in Glasgow. Marion, who is 
teaching in Sgoil Ghàidhlig Ghlaschu, 
and Iain, who is a Procurator Fiscal 
in Kilmarnock, plan to set up home 
in Glasgow. Congratulations and very 
best wishes go to Marion and Iain.

New Residents
A warm welcome is sent to Marianne 
and Andrew Macaulay, who, together 
with baby Orla Rose,  have moved 
into their new home at 59 Upper Coll. 
They came home to Lewis in February 
last year when Andrew became the 
Lewis and Harris Social Work Team 
Leader, while Marianne is returning 
to her nursing profession after taking 
time out on the arrival of little Orla. We 
wish them all much happiness in their 
new home.

Plans are underway for the next Lewis and Harris 
40th Reunion, due to take place on the weekend of 
14 April 2017. Various events are planned, including a 
formal meal, family fun afternoon, informal casual get-
together and a fellowship. It promises to be a weekend 
of catching up with great company, fantastic food and lots 
of entertainment. All those who started school in 1982 
are encouraged to come along if at all possible. In the 
meantime, you can join the ‘2017 Reunion’ Facebook 
group, keep an eye out for updates on the website 
at www.2017reunion.com or email the organising 
committee using 40threunion2017@gmail.com.

2017  40th  Reunion

Loch a Tuath Community Hut

AGM
Monday 13th February, 8pm

All Welcome
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Pictured are the senior citizens of 
Tong enjoying a lovely festive lunch 
put on by the TRA on Saturday 14 
January!
Cooks for the day were Catherine 
Bubbles (the best gravy maker on the 
island!), Donna (Grant), Eilidh Ganga,  
Cathy Moley, Solena Macleod, Lillian 
Crichton and Maureen Soda, while 
helpers Melissa MacLeod and Fiona

Bomber ensured that the hall was 
looking good and the tables were set 
to perfection! 

Waitresses Kelci, Eilidh (Tolsta), 
Jessica, Rhona, Mairi and waiter 
Lorne did a fantastic job and served 
the food with big smiles.

Dubbin, Robbie and Ganga ensured 
people were able to get into the hall 
by clearing all the thick ice from the 

car park and completing any other jobs that 
the ladies demanded!

Drochy supplied the potatoes and the 
Lynn Maclean School of Highland Dancing 
entertained us, along with Isobel Ann and 
Calum Martin.

Not to forget Chriselle for ensuring that the 
people who couldn’t make it still got their 
dinner - 14 people she delivered to!

A great afternoon had by all!

TRA Senior Citizens' Festive Lunch

car park and completing any other jobs that 

Bomber ensured that the hall was 

the ladies demanded!

Drochy supplied the potatoes and the 
Lynn Maclean School of Highland Dancing 
entertained us, along with Isobel Ann and 
Calum Martin.

Not to forget Chriselle for ensuring that the 
people who couldn’t make it still got their 
dinner - 14 people she delivered to!

A great afternoon had by all!

car park and completing any other jobs that 
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Back Community Council’s Senior Citizens 
Christmas Lunch was held at Eleven restau-
rant on 14 January.

A lovely meal was enjoyed by all, with musi-
cal entertainment provided by Catriona Bain 
(Gress), and singing from Alison Mackay 
(Point), Norman Smith (Gress), and Rev C I 
Macleod.

Back Community Council
Senior Citizens'Christmas Lunch

Macleod.

Calum Iain leads the way
Just like those heavy bowls that leave his huge 
hands there seems no stopping Calum Iain 

Macdonald as he maintains his lead at the top of the Back Bowls league this sea-
son. Early pace-setter Rob Macdonald hit a brick wall during December and relinquished what seemed to be an 

unassailable lead to Calum Iain with that perennial over-achiever Duncan Maclean sneaking up into second place.

Behind Duncan you could throw a blanket over a number of players (I wish you would) as they are all so closely 
packed. DA Stewart is looking the most likely as he has come into a good run of form. Chris Kelso is another one 
to watch as he tends to win more than he loses, unlike his golfing. The big surprise in the top half has to be Calum 
Maclean who still pretends he has no idea what he is doing. Right enough, I have no idea how he is 6th in the table.

A special mention has to go to Terry Condie and Norman Maciver who sit mid-table in their first season. Terry, in par-
ticular, has come on leaps and bounds and even found himself in the last four of the Boxing Day Brecon Cup. 

Speaking of the Boxing Day shenanigans, you will have to wait till next time for the report as no-one can remember 
who won! I don’t know whether it was the whiskey or the stench of guga and herring that has erased it from the memory 
but fear not dear reader as all will be revealed next time. Bet you can’t wait?

Boxing day brought some good news in the shape of Willie Macdonald, the undeserving but indisputably undefeated 
bowler of the year as he actually turned up for a game of bowls. I can’t believe his wife won’t give him £3 on a Thursday 
but here’s hoping he puts in more appearances than an Edinburgh Panda before the end of the season.

P O’Donnell

Back Community Council’s Senior Citizens 
Christmas Lunch was held at Eleven restau-
rant on 14 January.

A lovely meal was enjoyed by all, with musi-
cal entertainment provided by Catriona Bain 
(Gress), and singing from Alison Mackay 
(Point), Norman Smith (Gress), and Rev C I 

Macdonald as he maintains his lead at the top of the Back Bowls league this sea-

Bowls
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Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams   ●   Spectacles   ●   Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                                 700808
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From the Manse
A Note to the Queen
I was recently given the following account regarding Queen 
Victoria from a friend. I wish to share it for the encourage-
ment of our readers:

****
Can we be sure we’ll spend eternity in heaven? Many people 
say you can’t be sure.  Are they right? Does spending eternity 
in heaven or hell have to remain uncertain until it’s too late?

Queen Victoria wanted to be sure. After attending a service 
in St Paul’s Cathedral, she asked her Chaplain, ‘Can one be 
absolutely sure in this life of eternal safety?’ But he didn’t 
know any way to be certain.

The Court News published the remarks and John Townsend, 
an unassuming evangelist, saw them.  After reading Queen 
Victoria’s question and the answer she had received, 
Townsend sent the following note to the Queen:

John Townsend told others about his letter to the Queen.  
Many prayers from many hearts went up to God. In about two 
weeks he received a modest looking envelope containing the 
following letter:

The way of salvation is the same for a queen or an ordinary citi-
zen.  The verses quoted by 
John Townsend and many 
other passages in the Bible 
show us that anyone who, 
by faith, receives Jesus 
Christ as Saviour has eter-
nal life immediately.  

The Gospel of John was 
written ‘that you might 
believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God; 
and that believing you 
might have life through 
His name’ (John 20:31).
***
Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during February 2017 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 5 February
11am:  Mr Kenny J Mackenzie (Elder)  
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod      (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 12 February
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
11am:  Rev Donald A Macdonald     (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 19 February
11am:  Mr Martin Haworth
11am:  Rev Kenneth M Ferguson    (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 26 February
11am:  Rev Thomas Davis
11am:  Mr Iain A Mackinnon      (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Thomas Davis

Tong Mission House
Sunday 5 February
11am:  Mr Ian M Macleod (Stornoway) 

Sunday 12 February
6pm:    Mr Iain Mackinnon         (Gaelic)

Sunday 19 February
11am: Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 26 February
6pm: Mr Neil Murray  (Gaelic)

February Service Times 

John Townsend told others about his letter to the Queen.  

To her Gracious Majesty, our beloved Queen Victoria, 

From one of her most humble subjects:

With trembling hands, but heartfelt love and because I know 
that we can be absolutely sure now of our eternal life in the 
home that Jesus went to prepare, may I ask that your Most 
Gracious Majesty to read the following passages of Scripture: 
John 3:16 and Romans 10:9-10? These passages prove there is 
full assurance of salvation by faith in our Lord Jesus Christ for 
those who believe and accept His finished work.

I sign myself, your servant for Jesus’ sake,

John Townsend

To John Townsend

Your letter of recent date I received and in reply would state 
that I have carefully and prayerfully read the portions of 
Scripture referred to.  I believe in the finished work of Christ 
for me, and I trust by God’s grace to meet you in that home of 
which He said, ‘I go to prepare a place for you.’

(Signed) Victoria Guelph
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Our fourth and final instalment of Colin Tucker’s tales from 
MacBraynes!

I always enjoyed a bit of bad weather, even if a lot of the 
passengers hated it. The Loch Seaforth was an excellent 
sea boat and it was exciting to watch her ploughing into 
a heavy sea or to wonder how far she was going to roll 
before straightening back up. One September there was 
a whole week of gales and we ended up running so late 
we were arriving in Stornoway almost at departure time; it 
was very disorientating, especially as it was impossible to 
get a decent night’s sleep.       

I nearly forgot to mention the wages; this was the job that 
was going to require a week’s training. Instead I did it 
through learning by my mistakes and a lot of cursing and 
swearing. The weekly wage sheet had to be sent off by 
Kyle on a Monday. I could start it on Sunday, filling in by 
hand a sheet about A2 size with all the names, basic pay, 
tax codes, cargo handling payments. But I didn’t get the 
overtime sheets until Monday morning, from which time it 
was all systems go to complete the thing. I found out how 
to use marine tax tables and work out all the other deduc-
tions. The whole thing then had to be totalled across the 
way, vertically and a summary completed on the back. 
All three totals had to agree. If they did I was laughing; 
if they were out by a round number such as £5 that was 
relatively easy to find. But when there was a difference of, 
say, £2.17.4d it was a nightmare to work out. Then there 
would be holiday pay to calculate, with different days per 
annum for sailors and officers. And there might be some-
one who had so many weeks’ service as 3rd engineer 
then a couple of days as 2nd; all this had to be found out 
from his discharge book and I would get waylaid looking 
at the stamps of all the ships he had served on before 
reminding myself I only had a little time to complete the 
job. But it was always done and on Fridays the results of 
my efforts would be waiting a Kyle in the form of a parcel 
containing the checked, and usually corrected with sar-
castic comments added, wages sheet and a pile of notes 
and coins. I then had to write out the individual payslips 
and count the money into envelopes. As soon as we left 
Kyle one of the sailors would be at my door asking ‘Is the 
money ready yet?’ – as if he could spend it between there 
and Stornoway anyway. It was always a relief when there 
was no money left over at the end.

If I eventually got the hang of the wages I learnt even 
more quickly about dealing with the passengers ques-
tions. These tended to fall into three categories: straight-
forward, obscure and hilarious. The following is only a 
small selection. I don’t know how many times I was asked 
if I knew Mr MacLeod in Lewis – there must have been 
about seven in the crew let alone the other few thousand 
on the island. Once I was asked if I could tell a passenger 
when we were half way across the Minch. I mentioned 
something about ‘a bit beyond the end of Skye’ and so 
that’s were his brother’s ashes were scattered. Then there 
were the Americans who wanted to know if there were any 
houses on Lewis! I quickly learnt that if I kept a smile on 

my face and tried to solve any problem then passengers 
went away happy. For example an irate passenger came 
to vent his spleen at me as he had been told in Kyle he 
could have a cabin on the return trip only to discover they 
were fully booked that night. I calmed him down by sell-
ing him the idea of travelling back through Skye and was 
able to ascertain he could get a cabin on the Hebrides 
that night. Learning to deal with the public was, in fact, 
something that has stood me in good stead throughout 
the rest of my life.

All these tasks and a few other bits of administration 
added up to about three or four hours each day but as it 
was spread throughout the 24 hours I felt my existence 
was justified. It had to be the best summer job anywhere! 
Adding to all this was the fact that almost without excep-
tion the crew were a great bunch of people; many are still 
good friends today. It might well be that living and working 
with about forty people day-in –day-out on an enclosed 
space about 220 x 35 feet would lead to friction but there 
were only two people I did not get along with. The first of 
these was an Irish sparks; there was nothing bad about 
him, rather he just talked non-stop making annoying com-
ments. It reached the stage that I used to ask the steward 
if he had finished his tea so that I could avoid him. He also 
had the irritating habit of always cleaning his spectacles 
on the Daily Record! The second character announced 
his arrival at Mallaig when he dropped his bag just where 
the gangway was stowed. On explaining this to him he 
shouted back at me ‘I’m the ******* 5th engineer on this 
******* ship and I’ll put my ******* bag where I like’ He was 
a nasty individual, rude to everyone and extremely scary. 
This was just when the Bible John murders were happen-
ing and it quickly spread through the ship that this was him! 
He lasted only three days before being sacked after throw-
ing the second engineer down the engine room stairway. 

The rest of the crew, mostly from the islands, but some 
from Glasgow and elsewhere, were all easy to get on 
with. Most had been on the Loch Seaforth for years, as 
a job there meant you could get home at night and at the 
weekend. There were too many to mention them all, but 
some stood out more as characters than others. Among 
the officers there was Dougie MacLean, a Skyeman who 
had been skipper of the Loch Arkaig for years. He never 
had a watch but knew the temperatures everywhere in 
the world; ‘it’s 19 degrees in New York, have you got the 
time?’ Also from the Isle of Skye was Angus Mackinnon, a 
lovely gentleman in his sixties; unlike the other sailors he 
was never setting me up for practical jokes. Another of the 
sailors came to me one day saying ‘You’ve got the edu-
cation, will you write me a letter?’ It turned out he had a 
huge tax demand and he was eternally grateful when after 
a series letters to the tax office he actually got a rebate. 
When we were short-handed they would send for Andy 
Weir as third mate; he was about 70 and would arrive with 
his uniform, a black polo-neck and precious little else. But 
what a wealth of stories he told. Jackie Wilson, the second 
steward, was full of mischief and we got up to plenty of 
pranks. One time we used the collection of clothes left by 

Memories of Summers Spent Working 
By Colin Tucker
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passengers and dressed me up as an old man. The chief 
steward was mad when he finally realised the old man 
causing chaos in the dining saloon was none other than 
myself. We had great fun!

After six summers I had become a ‘regular’ on the 
Stornoway run but there were a couple of times when I 
served on other ships. At the start of 1969 I went to the 
Clansman for a few weeks. This was when she started the 
Friday night sailing to Lochboisdale so a second purser 
was required.  I don’t remember much about shuttling 
back and forth between Mallaig and Armadale but I do 
recall three particular things. One was going for a walk 
at Armadale with Alasdair Matheson, the captain, and the 
second mate. Alasdair was a great one for his walks. We 
set off south from the pier and after about half-an-hour 
Alasdair pointed ahead and said ‘We’ll reach that house 
there’. The second mate replied ‘You do realise that it’s 
sailing time!’ ‘Ah well,’ Alasdair replied, ‘they can’t go with-
out me.’ He was very laid back.

It was Alasdair who suggested I go for a trip on the Loch 
Arkaig to see the Small Isles. So one Tuesday morning I 
was up at six and we were heading out towards Canna. 
On the bridge Murdo Kennedy, the skipper, sent the steer-
er down for his breakfast and gave me the wheel. I must 
have been doing all right for the next thing I knew he told 
me to head for the ‘far corner of Rhum’ and he too disap-
peared below. If the passengers (and the Board of Trade) 
had known! My third memory is of standing on the pier at 
Lochboisdale round about midnight. I only did this a few 
times but on each occasion there was an ethereal feeling 
standing in the dark with just a handful of people there.

The other posting was to the King George (nobody ever 
mentioned the V). This was at the start of the season and 
I arrived at Oban to find an almost deserted boat and an 
office devoid of any resources. Things quickly improved 
and I enjoyed a great few weeks aboard. What a superb 
ship she was; long, sleek lines which sliced through the 
water, driven by the almost silent, vibration-free turbines. 
The skipper was John Gray a big, gentle man from 
Eriskay, but who could also easily put the fear of death in 
you. John McCallum was the mate – I knew him from the 
Loch Seaforth. He was a droll character, always winding 
up the passengers. At the gangway in Oban he would 
stop passengers with dogs and ask ‘Has he done his 
woopsie? Can’t come on board until he has.’ The passen-
gers would turn back and reappear a few minutes later, 
believing he was serious. He told me, too, about the time 
he did the commentary for the Six Lochs cruise on a foggy 
day in the wrong order believing the ship to have gone 
clockwise when in fact it sailed the other way. ‘They were 
none the wiser,’ he quipped, ‘they couldn’t see anything 
anyway!’ The engineers were Glaswegians, full of patter, 
the sailors mostly quiet islanders and I remember one of 
the greasers who had apparently been with the ship since 
she was launched. He certainly looked ancient. It was an 
extremely happy ship.

My cabin was down a steep stairway and had a porthole 
right at water level. There was no running water – you 
simply took a bucket and filled it from a huge tank at the 

forepeak. Back in the cabin you poured the water into the 
sink from where it drained to another bucket below. You 
had to keep in with the steward to make sure he emptied it!

Five times a week we sailed out to Tobermory and Iona. 
Once the anchor was dropped at Iona the passengers 
would disembark on the little red ferries. I think the 
Applecross was there, also the Iona and the Ulva. I had to 
stand on the jetty and tell the passengers when to return, 
each boatload being given a slightly later time. This meant 
I had to be on the first boat ashore and I could be seen 
running across the engine room to see which side was 
loaded first. Rounding up the passengers after their visit 
to the Abbey involved making sure our passengers did not 
board the Fionnphort ferry and vice versa. I was also sup-
posed to make sure we left no-one behind but even with 
loud shouts of ‘Any more for the King George’ there were 
usually a few who were left. (They were able to get back 
to Oban across Mull, so we weren’t that heartless). There 
were days too when I had to heed John Gray’s stern ‘I 
want to be back in Oban sharp tonight’ and time ashore 
was definitely shortened.

Mondays was the Six Lochs cruise. This was an easy day 
for me, for with the tickets sold that was my day’s work 
done. This meant I could always be on the bridge when we 
went through Corrivrechan, watching the swirls and eddies 
of the currents. I was always interested in the respect 
these experienced sailors gave to that stretch of water.

On Wednesdays we sailed to Iona from Fort William. This 
meant a pleasant evening sail up Loch Linnhe. One night 
as we were tying up I was at the rail with some of the 
stewards, eying up the talent, as was the custom. I point-
ed to one girl and said ‘I bet you I can get her on board 
in two minutes’. The looks on their faces were wonderful 
when she followed me up the gangway. They thought my 
chatting-up must be fantastic. I never enlightened them 
that she was my girl friend who had arranged to come for 
a sail. There was never a dull moment!

That was one of the many things about my purser’s job 
that made it so enjoyable and such fun – it was never 
dull.  And I hope that I matched up to the praise given to 
pursers by Iain F Anderson in his book ‘Across Hebridean 
Seas’ where he wrote ‘the pursers sailing the Hebrides 
are a wonderful body of men. For tact they have few 
equals, for on them much of the social life of the ship 
depends. On certain Hebridean ships the pursers during 
the summer months are not to be envied. Their duties of 
keeping tally of the cargo at ports, of imparting information 
morning, noon and night, of receiving and dealing with 
imaginary complaints and a hundred other things, with 
very often broken hours of sleep, make me admire their 
even temperament and unfailing good humour’.

But all good things have to come to an end and after seven 
wonderful summers I reluctantly closed the ticket window 
for the last time to start a permanent career elsewhere. 
But I have a wonderful collection of memories, I made so 
many lasting friendships and I also learnt so much about 
life that I would not have missed it for anything.

on MacBrayne’s Steamers - Part 4
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Our wee soldier Kyle spent a quarter of 2016 in the Royal 
Hospital for Sick Children in Glasgow.

So as a thank you to the wonderful NHS team and the amaz-
ing equipment that this hopital has, I decided to set up ‘TEAM 
KYLE’ and do various fundraising events with all proceeds 
getting split between the three wards where Kyle was a 
patient,Critical Care Unit, Diaylsis Unit and the Neurosurgery 
Unit. This is a charity very close to our hearts and all monies 
raised will help many chilldren that have to enter their doors.

Kyle is recovering well but we still attend RHFSC every eight 
weeks.

Thank you to everyone who bought Hot Chocolate Rudolphs 
or Magic Reindeer Dust over the festive period (pictures 
below). I started off making 100 - just for a wee bit extra for 
Team Kyle’s fundraising and ended up making 1000. This 
was fantastic.

We also held a Kids' Xmas Party in Tong Hall, where 120 tickets 
were sold. Despite the weather on the day, the party was a great 
success.

Our next event is Dinner Dance in the Cabarfeidh Hotel on the 
11th March, tickets are available from myself on 07780915049. 
See poster at the top of the page.

Mòran Taing

Karen xx

Team Kyle

Far Right: Our 
wee soldier Kyle

Bottom Right: 
Kyle and Santa!
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► Calum Kelson & his wife, 
Alfred Kelly,Neil Murray 

and sitting is Calum Alex  
MacLeod

Our On the Buses series draws to a 
close with some more photographs!

Many thanks to Jock Murray for all 
his research and effort in compiling 
it for us.  Also a big thank you to all 
who contributed, by submitting pho-
tos or passing on their knowledge 
and memories – I’m sure all will 
agree it’s been a very nostalgic and 
interesting read.

▼► John Murray's wife & baby 
Hector, Ruaraidh Murray (home 

from America), John 
Murray, Kate 

Murray

On The Buses – A History of Back Motor Transport
Jock Murray

▲ Milo 
(another 

Murray 
brother)

▲ Dolan Macleod (Samson), John Maciver 

(Peteran),George Stewart, George Freer & 

Murdo Graham

▲ Murdina and Morag
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they were pleased to have him visit their classrooms. 

Nursery
Seo an Sgoil Àraich a’ deanamh deiseil airson am 

pàrtaidh aca. Nach iad a tha coimhead àlainn! 

Masterclass
In the run up to Christmas 
the school held a Christmas 
themed masterclass. Pupils 
were involved in different 
activities such as Christmas 
themed cooking, designing and 
painting retro Christmas trees, 
transforming a social area into 
a nativity scene, designing and 
making Christmas decorations 
and Christmas cards.

Christmas Parties
Christmas parties were held 
in the school and pupils and 
staff had an enjoyable time, 
dancing, playing games and eating together. As part of our school 
PE programme the children are taught Scottish Country dancing and 
it was a delight to see the children enthusiastically participating in 
dances at all the parties.

Santa's Workshop Enterprise
EP3/4/5 participated in an enterprise last term.  They produced 
lots of lovely Christmas crafts and decorations. They sold them 
and raised £190. 

Pantomime Performance
Talia Graham in EP7 performed in this year’s panto Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarves - she played Dippy the dwarf!  The school 
went to An Lanntair to watch the performance and thoroughly 
enjoyed it. Talia is pictured on p23.

Nativity

Our Social area was transformed into a nativity scene for the Christmas 
period.  Pupils enjoyed 
exploring and learning 
about the birth of Jesus 
through story telling 
sessions with teachers.

Santa Visit

Santa visited the school, 
to the delight of all the 
pupils from the Sgoil 
Àraich through to P7. 
Each pupil received a 
present from Santa and 

Sgoil a’ Bhac

        

Christmas 
Themed Cooking Masterclass

▲ Nativity 
scene

◄ + ► 
Santa visit 
to G3,4,5 
and P1&2

▲► Sgoil 
Àraich
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This year the pupils put on an excellent perfor-
mance of jack and the Beanstalk. The audience 
were entertained with singing and enthusiastic act-
ing throughout the evening. All pupils and staff were 
involved in making this a very successful evening. 
The concert raised £485.19 at the door and the 
cake raffle raised £165.00 for Bethesda Hospice. 
The school hampers took in a total of £241.00. All 
proceeds from the hampers will go to school funds.

Main Cast
Dame (Mrs Trott) - Rebekah Mackenzie
Jack - Talia Graham
Jill - Kitty Maciver
Squire - Aimee Maciver
Grabbit - Ellen McMurdo
Scarper - Molly MacDonald

Sally - Robyn MacDonald
Buttercup - Calum Macrae & Seumas Murray
Bridget Blunderbore - Caitlin MacLeod
Voice Over - Daniel MacLeod
Giant’s Voice - Leo Risdale

Crofters 
Alison Graham, Glenn Martin, Amy Wilson, 
Daniel MacLeod, Louise Maciver, Laura Tearse, 
Finlay Macdonald.

        

P7 
Social

P7 pupils 
looking 

lovely 
in their 

Christmas 
party outfits

Christmas Display
Well done Ellen! Ellen’s design won this year’s 
Christmas display competition. It was her design 
that was transferred onto one of the large wooden 
boards. shown above. You may have seen the 
board on display in Stornoway over the Christmas 
period.

Continued on p23...
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Roving Reporters
Sarah, Edith, Gregor and Naomi have been 
very busy recording all our festive events 
at Tong School. Their willing help and 
enthusiasm is much appreciated 
and lovely to see. Keep up the 
great work in 2017!

Tong School Christmas 
Lights Switch-On 
The third Tong School Christmas 
Lights Switch-on was a successful 
event. Abbie and Taylor, P1, accom-
panied Ewan and Rebecca, P7, to switch 
on the Christmas lights.They were selected 
because Abbie and Taylor’s guess was the closest 
name in the Tesco reindeer naming challenge: they 
chose Rudy. Ewan and Rebecca were chosen to help 
as P7 buddies. The festive songs were fun and the 
choir sang beautifully. We would like to thank all our 
families and friends who baked delicious treats for us 
to enjoy on the evening. The donations of baking were 
delightful and the monetary donations were very gen-
erous. Thank you to all the Parent Council for serving 
teas, coffees, mince pies and scrumptious cupcakes. It 
was a welcome treat on a chilly evening. We hope the 
lights brightened up the village during the dark nights. 

Nursery News
The children in the Nursery and Sgoil Àraich took to 
the stage to perform three songs at our Christmas con-
cert.  The boys and girls sang songs in English, Gaelic 
and French. We were all so impressed by all the tricky 
words they had learnt! It is not easy to stand on stage, 
but the youngest class in the school sang out and 
entertained the audience. Glè mhath. 

A great time was had by all at the Christmas party. We 

were delighted that Santa 
Claus found his way to Tong 

to deliver gifts to the excited 
boys and girls.  Despite the stormy 

weather, he also managed to visit the 
P1-3 and P4-7 parties. 

Naidheachdan Roinn na Gàidhlig
December was an especially busy but enjoyable 
month. We thoroughly enjoyed taking part in the 
Christmas concert and when Santa came to visit us 
at our Christmas parties. On Monday, December 5th, 
GM 1 enjoyed a trip to the pantomime in the town 
hall, where they got to see Hansel agus Gretel agus 
Fèill Mhòr na Fuine  (Hansel and Gretel and the Great 
Baking Festival). The pantomime was brilliant and the 
pupils very much enjoyed their outing. We look forward 
to the Spring term as we learn about ‘The Farm’.

Christmas Lunch
On Wednesday, 7th December, we had our school 
Christmas lunch prepared by the canteen ladies.  
Everybody had an early lunch and ate together in 
the canteen/hall area. It was fun pulling crackers and 
enjoying our yummy meal with friends. We would like to 
thank the canteen ladies for taking the time to prepare 
a delicious Christmas meal for all the pupils and staff.

Christmas Concert
On Wednesday, 14th, and Thursday, 15th December, 
we performed our Christmas concert called “Now that’s 
what Tong calls Christmas”. We set the scene by sing-
ing “I’m dreaming of a White Christmas” to begin the 
show.

As Primary Six and Seven had been learning about World 
War Two, the Christmas truce from the First World War 
was included in our programme. The Christmas truce 
is a moment of peace in a violent war. The exhausted 
soldiers, who were fighting in the trenches in northern 
France, paused to play football together and share 
treasured possessions. The hesitation at first, and the 
final comradeship was poignantly acted by P6/7. The 
haunting scene concluded with the singing of “Silent 

Tong School

◄ Mull of Kintyre 
with instruments to 

accompany the song

▼ Nursery children singing at our Christmas concert

LATN Feb 2017_Take 2.indd   16 31/01/2017   20:42:32



17

Night” in both English and French. The audience sat in 
complete silence as the drama unfolded and many visi-
tors commented on the touching scene.

Each class, from Nursery to P7, performed popular 
Christmas songs from the 1940s onwards. The concert 
concluded with everyone singing a gentle Gaelic song 
named “Tàladh Chrìosda” and a rousing edition of 
“Don’t Stop Believing”. We think the audience enjoyed 
each performance as they were singing along and tap-
ping their toes! On Wednesday afternoon one hundred 
people came to view the concert and one hundred 
and sixty visitors filled the hall on Thursday evening.  
It was especially lovely to have some members of 
the Tong Caraidean 
group joining us on 
Wednesday after-
noon. We wish to 
thank the helpers 
who served tea, cof-
fee and sweet treats. 
We are also grate-
ful to Mr Maciver, Mr 
Murray, Mrs Fish, Mr 
Woods, Ms Murray 

and Louis Macleod for helping us with our Music. 

Christmas Assembly
After our busy week we enjoyed meeting together 
for a Christmas assembly with Reverend Macleod on 
Monday, 19th December. Some parents and friends 
were able to be with us for Assembly and joined in with 
the singing. Reverend Macleod visits the school regu-
larly and we would like to thank him for his kindness 

and support throughout 
the year.

World War Two Models
As part of our Art work in 
P6/7, we designed and 
made World War Two 
blitz models. We started 
by using clay to mould 
into a human shape, 
next we took some old 
plaster to cover the 
models. After that we 
painted them with ink 
and left them to dry. 
After the models had 
dried we painted them 

with metallic paint. We had already made a 
background with black paint and oil pastels. The 
models looked really effective and many visitors 
to the class have admired them and commented 
on how realistic they are. The blitz was when 
London was getting bombed by German bomb-
ers. When people thought that the Germans 
were approaching they would start the blackout, 
which was when every single light was turned off 
and the all the blackout curtains had to be closed. 
People usually sheltered in an Anderson shelter 
or a Morrison shelter. 

► Ready to begin our 
Christmas lunch

▼ World War Two models

► The 
Christmas 

Truce 
begins 

▼ The whole school assembled on stage
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Ingredients

♦ 200g/7oz sugar, plus extra for dusting

♦ 3 blood oranges, juice and zest 

♦ 1 tsp orange blossom water

♦ 2 free-range eggs, plus 6 yolks

♦ 200g/7oz butter, cubed

♦ 25cm/10in sweetened shortcrust pastry tart shell, blind 
baked (you can use ready-made)

♦ 3 blood oranges, peeled, sliced into rounds

♦ 1 tbsp demerara sugar

♦ double cream or custard, to serve

Method

1. Preheat the oven to 180C/350F/Gas 4.

2. Whisk the sugar, orange juice and zest, orange blossom water, 
eggs and egg yolks together in a bowl until well combined.

3. Add the butter and set over a pan over simmering water. (Do 
not let the base of the bowl touch the water.)

4. Cook for 15-20 minutes, stirring regularly, until the butter has 
melted and the mixture has thickened.

5. Pour the mixture into the cooked pastry case, cover with cling 
film (to prevent a skin forming) and set aside to cool.

6. Arrange the orange slices on the cooled tart and sprinkle over 
the demerara sugar.

7. Using a cooks' blowtorch, heat the sugar until caramelised.

8. To serve, slice the tart and serve with double cream or custard.

Recipe from BBC Good Food

isea a' hòcair

lood rang ar 
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifie
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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Thank you to 

Margaret 'Tonkan' 
Macdonald, 

87 Coll, for 
submitting 

these 
family 

photos

The Clan ▲ 
Macdonald circa 

January 1920
Dena, Mary, 

Peggy, Murdina 
holding Norman, 

Annabelle, 
Don & Norman 

(Macuddy)

◄ The Clan 
Macdonald taken 
in 1939, at Fort 
William, Ontario, 
Canada
Back: Norman, 
Annabelle, Don, 
Dena, Angus
Front:Murdo, 
Murdina, Ruth, 
Norman, Mary

M
acdonald Family

Miss Kirsteen Maclean has taken on the role of Head Teacher at Sgoil a’ Bhac. 
Prior to this appointment she was headteacher of Uig School and Benera School.  

We would like to congratulate her on her new position and we warmly welcome 
her to Sgoil a’ Bhac. Pupils, staff, parents and indeed the community wish her well 
in her new post.

New Head Teacher for Sgoil a' Bhac
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING
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The poem below was submitted 
by M 'Tonkan' Macdonald

Sgoil a' 
Bhac 
photos 
continued from p14-15

Winner's 
Farewell to Lewis

Soon I'll be leaving your dear island shore,
And crying my eyes out for 'Lewis No More';
But as I sail onwards, with Malta in store,
I'll always remember the rocks of Dalmore.

When the weather was stormy, I broke my old chain,
And I, with bad swellings, was feeling the pain,
But as I drifted along on the ocean's great roar,
I saw my salvation on lovely Dalmore.

I made for those rocks and they welcomed me home,
With love and affection, and surges of foam;
Folk examined my structure, for never before,
Had they seen a big oil-rig on lonely Dalmore.

Then those kind people rigged up a tow,
And heaved me round Lewis as part of the show;
In safety I anchored in calmest Broad Bay,
And switched on my lighting, and night became day.

They came to take photos and showed them with pride
On Facebook each morning, with me at their side;
They gave me black pudding and guga for tea,
And they made me feel wanted like best royalty.

I feel like a Winner as I now leave their shore,
And I'm crying my eyes out for 'Lewis No More';
Thought I'll always remember those waves and their roar,
I'll bless the good folk of Broad Bay and Dalmore!

Panto - Emily, Kyla and Abby participating on stage

Talia with Ivan the Terrible!

Panto - Snow White & the Seven 
Dwarves - Talia is second from 

the left!

Donald E Meek

EP3.4.5 pupils

 Jellybeans
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1. An Gille, Cairistiona, 55 Back & Sine Bhridy

2. Norman Macdonald (Tormod Macuddy, Coll) 17th 
September 1885 to 4th October 1967 - Wedding  4th 
January 1912

3. Jessie Bell Laddy, Angus Shandy, Catriona 
Sheorais a' Bhideanaich, 1952

4. Uisdean Alex an Uisdean, Catriona Sheorais a' 
Bhideanaich, Murdag Ghourish, Murchadh Solid

5. Murdina (Morrison) Macdonald, Borve 20th March 
1889 to 5th December 1973 - Wedding 4th January 
1912 - married Tormod Macuddy, Coll, picture above

1

2

3

5 4
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22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service

 Business & Personal

 Excellent Service
A D V I C E
YOU CAN
T R U S T

Thanks to Colin 
Tucker for sending us 
this from the archives 

of the Stornoway 
Gazette.  It seems the 

district nurse in Back 
fell victim to a coal 

thief!

Obituaries

The Grim Reaper has again left houses of mourning in our 
district, and within a few weeks of each other, three well-
respected members of the community have passed away, 
one from each of the villages of Gress, Back and Coll.  Mr 
Allan Murray, 22 Gress, followed the fishing all his life 
(apart from the years he spent in the First World War) until 
old age and ill health prevented him from carrying on.  By 
hard experience and worthy example, he was regarded as 
an authority on all matters connected with the fishing, and 
many of his younger colleagues had reason to be thankful 
for his sound advice and helping hand.  During the First 
World War he and his eldest son, Alastair, both served, and 
it is believed that they were the first father and son from 
the island to be serving in the Forces simultaneously.  They 
both saw much hard fighting, being stationed in some of 
the worst theatres of war, among them Salonika, but while 
the father came through safely, the son was killed a week 
before the Armistice, probably the last islesman to lose his 
life in the actual fighting.  Just a few months ago, Mr and 
Mrs Murray attained their golden wedding, surrounded by 
their family of three sons, who are married in Gress, and 
their two daughters at home, and by the good wishes of 
their three remaining daughters in Canada.  Although he 
suffered from a stroke in 1938, Mr Murray triumphed 
over his illness, in so far as he was able to be up and 
about every day.  He died peacefully by the fireside.  
Mr Murray was 73 years of age.

The death of Mr Kenneth Murray, 7 Back, has 
removed from the Free Church congrega-
tion, one of it’s staunchest and oldest 
members.  Mr Murray came to Back 
from North Tolsta many years 
ago and followed the fish-
ing.  He made pub-
lic profession 
of his 

faith while still a comparatively young man and he was 
known throughout the district for his Christianity and 
zealous service in the cause of the Church.  He was prede-
ceased by his wife and is survived by two daughters and a 
son at home, and two daughters in Canada. 

Malcolm Maciver (Ally), 49 Coll, was also a fisherman in 
his younger days, but unselfishness and a complete disre-
gard for his personal comfort in carrying out his duties, led 
to a break-down in his health, and he was incapacitated by 
rheumatism, comparatively early in life.  He bore all suf-
ferings with Christian fortitude, and was never known to 
complain, being happy and contented with his lot.  He was 
nursed with unfailing attention and devotion by his sister 
Christina, who along with his brothers, John and Kenneth, 
survives him.  He was 78 years of age.

The sympathy of the community is extend-
ed to those bereaved 
by these recent 
deaths.

Back in Time  

Coal Thief!

February 1947
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Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £32.40 to Laura Graham, 5 Catherine Hill, Coll, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £32.40
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

As a tribute to Angus’ time as our 
Anns a’ Ghàrradh correspondent, here 

are some pictures we have printed over 
the years of his beautiful garden at Am 

Poileagan.

◄◄ Sparrows resting in the tranquillity of 
the garden - December 2013

◄ Visiting sparrowhawk

▲ Looking east from garden

▲+▲► 
Poileagan 
back garden

Anns a' Ghàrradh

LATN Feb 2017_Take 2.indd   27 31/01/2017   20:43:42



28

Santa Visits Upper Coll!
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Little Lambs had their Christmas Celebration on Wednesday 21st December 2016 and once again this year there 
was a super turnout of toddlers, babies, mum, dads, grans etc. The children enjoyed a puppet show and some 
singing before a visit from Santa Claus. Each child received a handmade decoration with a bible verse and some 
chocolate coins.

Little Lambs moves back to a weekly slot for 2017 and will meet every Wednesday (during term time) at 1pm in the 
church hall in Back. www.backfreechurch.co.uk

Little Lambs

◄ Little Lambs Christmas Gift

Super turnout for Little Lambs Christmas celebration ▲

The children 
of Upper 
Coll had  a 
special visitor 
at Christmas!

Santa Visits Upper Coll!
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Week of events set for 4-11 March
Back Football and Recreation 
Club (BFRC) in partnership with 
An Lanntair will be celebrating 

International Women’s Day through a weeklong series of 
events in March.

After successfully applying to the Big Lottery Fund’s 
Celebrate programme BFRC has been awarded £5,000 
which will be used to host a Disco Divas party for all the 
family on the 4th March, a “Celebrating our Women” art 
exhibition from 9th-11th March and Women’s Conference 
on Saturday 11th March. 

The conference will include inspirational female guest 
speakers, a wide selection of scheduled workshop/talks 
on a variety of topics, a host of drop in activities and treats 
and a crèche for the little ones. 

While the conference is intended as a treat for our hard-
working women, all corners of the community are invited 
to come together to celebrate “Our women” through the art 
exhibition and the family disco. 

In addition, An Lanntair will be running a week-long series 
of events featuring the work of female arts practitioners.

The week will include film screenings, workshops, a 
specially themed ‘Party at the Pictures’ on Saturday 
11th, and a performance by Edinburgh based band The 

Bevvy Sisters on Friday 10th 
March. Stornoway born vocal-
ist Heather Macleod said:

“Safe to say it’ll be a fem-
centric night, songs performed by women, about women, 
some written by women, some written by men about 
women, some written by women about men. We’re look-
ing at all angles!”

If you’d like to get involved with the Women’s Day 
Celebrations please contact Terri. More details will be 
published on our website as workshops and speakers are 
confirmed. www.backfrc.org.uk

For more information about the Celebrate programme 
please visit: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/celebrate

ARTISTS WANTED!

BFRC are currently inviting local female artists to take part 
in a “Celebrating Our Women” art exhibition.  The exhibi-
tion will run from Thursday 9th – Saturday 11th March 
2017 at Back Football and Recreation Club, Upper Coll.  

Submissions must be delivered to the centre by Monday 
6th March. There is no charge for exhibiting, but spaces 
must be booked in advance. If you would like more infor-
mation or to reserve a space in the exhibition please con-
tact Terri on 01851 820745 or backfrc@gmail.com

BFRC to Celebrate International Women's Day
with Big Lottery Funding

Sadly storm Barbara put an end to our plans for a Festive 
Family Fun Session in December, but undeterred some of 
us managed to get out between storms for the quiz night. 
Congratulations to the Shaws +1 who held on to their title as 
reigning champions. Scores were very close though and just 
1 point behind in second place came the Quizmas Crackers 
followed closely by Morrison2.

Prizes also went to the following teams for getting a full 
house in one or more of the rounds. Well done to: Team 
Macritchie, McMurdos, Shaws +1, Morrison1, Morrison2 and 
Tolsta Titans.

Our next family quiz night will be on Friday 17th February 
at 7pm and we hope to have another family fun day in the 
Easter holidays.

This week saw the arrival of the gym equipment which was 
kindly donated to the club by the Comhairle. Mention should 
go to the guys who managed to unload the equipment in yet 
more strong winds on Wednesday, it was quite a feat and 
thanks again to everyone who voiced their support on face-
book for our application.

I’m really pleased to announce that we received a treadmill, 
a cross trainer and a selection of 7 different weight training 
machines. This is a really good start and we’re very grate-
ful to the council for considering us. We’re now working on 
getting enough sockets in the room so everything will work 
and looking for additional funding to pay for an entry system, 

window blinds, a designated changing room and purchase 
a few more machines. Things should start developing soon 
so watch this space. 

Dates for your diary: full details can be found on our web-
site or sign up for our new what’s on email and get details 
delivered to your inbox each month. Visit www.backfrc.
org.uk for more information or to sign up.

Keep Fit - Mondays, 7pm, £4, starts 27th February
Island Archers - Wednesdays, 7-9pm, £5 adult, £2 jun-
ior (www.islandarchers.org)
Rainy Day Bike Club - Thursdays, 11am-3pm
Youth Darts Academy - Thursdays, 6.30-7.30pm, £2,  
ages 9-18
Indoor Bowls - Thursdays, 7:30-9:30pm
Family Quiz Night - Friday 17th February, 7pm
Book Club - 22nd February, 7pm, £2.50
International Women’s Day
Celebrating our Women Family Party – Saturday 4th 
March
Art Exhibition Launch – Thursday 9th March
Conference and Workshops – Friday 10th and Saturday 
11th March
Art exhibition open to public – Thursday 9th to 
Saturday 11th

Back Football and Recreation Club - What’s on in February?
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Material for publication in the MARCH issue of Loch a Tuath News 
must be in before MONDAY 20th FEBRUARY 2017

Here  
are the babies 

who were baptised 
by Rev C I Macleod at Back 

Free Church on Sunday 11th 
December 2016!

► Joel Campbell (Murdo and Mairi) – Upper Coll
▼ Louis Norman Maciver (Donnie and Lynne) – 
Stornoway and Back

▲ James Matthew White (Nick and Karen) – Upper Coll

▼ Murdo Angus Murray (Donald John and Carol) – Coll

December Baptisms!

▲ Jessica Anne Maclean (Alasdair and Tracey) 
– Tong
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