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In this month’s issue 
you can find:

• As na Bailtean

• Village Centenarians

• Coinneach aig Baile

Plus: Back in Time, Old 
Photos, Back FRC and 

much more!

Season's Greetings!
Back's 

got 
Talent! 
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Despite the cold, we 
have had such lovely, 
bright weather recent-
ly – it looks like spring 
is well and truly round 
the corner! Here in 
Col Uarach, daffodils 
are starting to come 
through and the bare 
trees are starting to 
show some signs of 
life - what a lovely time 
of year.  Mother’s Day 
(11 March - don’t forget!) 
is also coming up, the 
perfect time to show your 
loved one how much you 
appreciate her!  

This month we have all 
your usual favourites, 
as well as lots of extras 
to keep you going. You 
can catch up on all the goings on 
at Sgoil a’ Bhac and Tong School, 
see the lovely afternoon Tong Senior 
Citizens had for their festive din-
ner, read all the latest local news 
in As na Bailtean and of course 
take a trip down memory lane with 

everyone’s favourite item – Old Photos!

We are always looking for new mate-
rial and new ideas so please contact 
us if you’d like to suggest anything, 
or even better, get involved - you’d 

be most welcome.
We have been busy 
behind the scenes, 
and our office is up 
and running! I have 
been working from 
there for quite a few 
mornings whilst my 
little people were at 
school and nursery, 
and I’m so pleased 
with it! The perfect 

location for us and 
a great wee space 
for Loch a Tuath 
News to grow and 
thrive in - we have 
been very fortu-
nate! Thank you, 
as usual, for your 
continued support.

Wishing you a 
blessed March,

Melanie

Cover photo: Eilidh Morrison - 
Student Designer of the Year at the 
Bridal Buyers Awards, sent in by Iain 
N Morrison

March pictures from Google Images

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: latneditor2@outlook.com
By post: Taigh Gone, 27 Upper Coll, HS2 0LS

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Fàilte

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 
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Back
Condolences
We send our sympathy to Mrs Chirsty Ann 
MacDonald and her family following the 
passing of her husband Norman at their 
home in Portnaguran on 11 January. Chirsty 
Ann is a daughter of the late Mr and Mrs 
Allan MacDonald, 7 Vatisker (Ailean Fudair)

On the Move
In last month's column we bid a fond 
farewell to Angus (Emag) and Sheila 
MacDonald who moved to Inverness. Their 
house at Springburn, New Street has been 
purchased by Back Free Church and is 
now home to the congregation's assistant 
minister Rev David MacDonald and his 
wife Jayne who formerly lived at 34 Back. 
Their neighbours in the Glodhar shall miss 
them but we trust that they will be equally 
happy in the Poileagan. We wish the young 
couple well in their new home. 

coll
New Babies!
Congratulations to Michelle and Robbie 
Maclennan, 15 Coll, on the birth of their 
baby boy Angus. Angus is a welcome wee 
brother for Marsaili, and another grandchild 
for Gordon and Effie Ann, and Calum and 
Lorraine Maclean. We hope there won't be 
too many sleepless nights!

Cameron Martin Hall was born on the 
13th of December to Robert and Fiona 
Hall (Hanover, 85a Coll). Cameron is a 
little brother to Sadie, Grandson of Donnie 
and Mary (Ian Nis) Macdonald and Great 
Grandson of the late John and Nellie 
Campbell, formerly of Shorehill, 85 Coll. 
We send our best wishes to both families!

Bereavements 
Our sympathy goes to the family of 
Chrissie Margaret Maciver, daughter of 
the late Ishbal Calum Mhic Cuddy and 
Sgiars. Chrissie Margaret passed away in 
Chester. To all her cousins in Coll we send 
our condolences. Chrissie was no stranger 
to Coll when she was young, as she spent 
many summer holidays with her grandpar-
ents Peggy and Calum at 87 Coll. 

The last surviving daughters of the late 
Alex John and Katie Macleod (formerly 
of 63 Coll) passed away recently, within 
weeks of each other. In December, Mary 
Ann Murray passed away after a short 
illness, aged 91. Dolly Campbell, aged 
89, had struggled with ill health for some 
time and passed away in January. Both 
had lived in Inverness for many years. We 
extend our sympathy to the families.

In Hospital
At the time of writing we are sorry to hear Iain 
Mackay 54 Coll (Iain Stoig) is in the Western 
Isles Hospital after a fall in his home we hope it 
won't be long until he is back in his own home.

Congratulations

Mark MacDonald, the son of Calum Iain 
and Peigi Anna, 9 Coll achieved his 
Master's Ticket a few months ago, the 
culmination of a lifelong interest in the sea. 
As a schoolboy in the Nicolson Institute he 
would undertake work placements aboard 
MV Isle of Lewis and last month he took 
charge of its replacement vessel MV Loch 
Seaforth for the first time. Mark is the 
latest in a long line of Bacachs who "sat 
at the Captain's Table" and we wish him 
our very best wishes in his chosen career.

Gress
Get Well Messages
We are pleased to know that Donald 
Murray, (No.13), is home from hospital and 
Pauline Morrison, (No.50), has finished 
her treatment. We hope you both continue 
to make good progress.

Congratulations
Well done to the four young ladies from the 
village who have won different awards! At 
the recent FilmG Awards, the Back district 
was very well represented, with Danielle 
Macleod’s film, Bho Clach gu Clach (From 
Stone to Stone) winning Best Heritage Film, 
and Danielle also winning Most Promising 
New Director. Mairi Maclennan starred in 
John Murdo Macaulay’s film Mar a Thachair 
Do Dh’Fhear a Sgur a Dhol Dhan Eaglais 
which won Best Drama, and Sophie Graham 
& Abigail Maciver's (Vatisker) Advanced 
Higher Gaelic class’ film Mèirleach nam 
Meeehs won the FilmG Prize for Gaelic 
(Fluent Speakers)! Sophie has also recently 
passed her driving test and is the Under 20s 
Lewis and Harris Cross Country Champion 
for this year – congratulations! We wish you 
many years of safe driving!

Student Designer of the Year!
Eilidh Morrison, (No.50), has won Student 
Designer of the Year at the Bridal Buyer 
Awards! (see cover pic) Eilidh has also been 
nominated for the Tailors Guild Award and is 
still waiting the final decision. Well done on 
this fantastic achievement! Turn to Page 29 
for pictures of all the award winners!

90th Birthday
His many friends in the village are pleased to 
wish Donald Stewart, (Dòmhnall Neil John), 
who was from 16 Gress, now in Inverness, 
best wishes and good health on reaching his 
90th birthday on the 17th February. His wife 
Ann and the family had a lovely get together.

New Babies 
Two first cousins from the village recently 
welcomed new baby daughters to their family.

Congratulations to Euan, (45 Gress), and 
Claire Morrison, Glasgow, on the birth of 
Aimee on 3 November 2017. Aimee is a 
third grandchild for Willie and Tina, and 
the first grandchild for Cal and Christine 
Mackay, Newmarket.

Congratulations also to Rev Mark (Glenesk, 
Gress) and Eilidh Macleod, Leverburgh, 
on the birth of Karis Ann on 21 January 
2018. Karis Ann is a third grandchild for 
Willie and Cathie, and for Angus and Katie 
Ann Mackenzie, Airidhbhruaich. A little 
sister for Seumas and Kate.

TonG
Village Condolences
We extend our sincere sympathy to the 
family of the late Kitty MacLeod, Kitty 
Teachar, formally 5 Aird Tong, who passed 
away recently. We remember her two 
sons Donald John and Murdo, and the 
extended family including her two nieces, 
Claire and Dina at this very difficult time.

Unwell in the Village
There are various individuals from the village 
who are just recovering from surgery, still in 
hospital at home/on the mainland or who are 
awaiting results of tests - that we are unable 
to mention, but we assure both them and 
their families that they are in the thoughts 
and prayers of our community at this time.

Upper coll
New Baby
Odhran Andrew Maciver was born on 26 
January in Livingston. Odhran is a son 
to Andrew and Ailise, and a grandson to 
Kenny and Ishbel MacIver 11 Upper Coll. 
Our congratulations and very best wishes 
are sent to Andrew, Ailise and wee Odhran.

Retirement
Mrs Ishbel Maciver, 11 Upper Coll recently 
retired from  her post as staff nurse in the 
Surgical Ward of Ospadal nan Eilean. 
Ishbel began nursing 1977 in the Lewis 
Hospital. After a short spell in Aberdeen 
she returned as an enrolled nurse to the 
island. She then took a break when the 
family were young but later returned to 
nursing, qualified as a Registered Nurse 
and has spent over twenty years, first 
in Specials Ward and in recent times in 
Surgical Ward. Our very best wishes go to 
Ishbel for a long and health retirement. We 
are sure Ishbel will be looking forward to 
having the freedom to spend time with her 
grandchildren as well as enjoying leisure 
pursuits.

as na 
BailTean
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Baby 
Cameron 

Hall (Coll) 

Baby Karis Ann  
Macleod with big 

sister Kate and big 
brother Seumas 

(Gress)

BailteanA,.s na Pictures,.

Congratulations to William Angus  
Maciver and Rosie Morgan Cox, 1 Ionad 

Phoil, Back, on the safe arrival of their 
baby daughter Jessica Rose. Jessica 

is a granddaughter for Kenny (Fiadh) & 
Isobel, 72 Coll, and Bernard & Deborah 

Cox, Tolsta.

 Baby Aimee Morrison (Gress)

 Odhran Andrew Maciver (Upper Coll)

 
Congratulations 
to Isla 
Macdonald, won 
a gold medal 
in Breastroke 
at the Brodies 
Scottish Schools 
Championship 
Finals in East 
Kilbride recently, 
representing 
Stornoway 
Primary.

Isla is the 
daughter of 
Andy & Mandy 
Macdonald, 
Anderson 
Road and 
granddaughter 
of Murdo (Bloxy) 
& Joan Murray, 
Back.

Ishbel Maciver receiving flowers from her colleagues on her  
last day at work in Ospadal nan Eilean (Upper Coll)
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Born on 2 November 1930, Murdo Maciver Martin was the youngest of five in the family 
of Donald and Annie Martin, 63 Back (teaghlach Solid). Ishbel, the oldest in the family, 
married Donald Finlayson, 27 Aird Tong and settled in Detroit, USA; Katag married 
John Mackenzie, 26 Back and lived in Newmarket; Donald was a well-known bricklayer/
stonemason and he and his sister Lizzie shared the family home with their elderly parents. 

Murdo is remembered with affection by his contemporaries. He was a quiet, intelligent 
pupil in Back School and when he transferred to the Nicolson Institute he applied himself 
with conscientiousness and with diligence, attributes which would prove to be beneficial in 
his adulthood. For a time he worked as a digger driver with Tawse at the Back waterworks 
and dam. He also gained several years experience in the Merchant Navy and, after 
persuasion from his uncle John Maciver (Ullaigean), he accepted his suggestion to join 
him in the United States where he served for two seasons on one of the many ships which 
operated on the Great Lakes. He spent most of his working life in the US with a security 
firm replacing and fitting locks in hotels, residential blocks and government buildings.

Murdo settled in Livonia, Michigan with his wife Catherine Mackenzie (nighean Tormod 
Iain Thormoid, 26 Back agus Seonag Tidsear, 5 Aird Tong). There they brought up their 
sons Donald and Kenneth and their daughter Annie. From his earliest years in the States 
he was a regular attender at the means of grace and was a loyal supporter of the Free 
Church in Livonia. To the very end he earnestly desired a personal assurance of faith. All 
who knew Murdo recognised him as a person with Christian principles, one who was not 
given to harsh criticism or uncharitable judgments but who would encourage others and 
extol the best in his fellow man. 

He was regularly in contac with friends and relations in Back and his visits to the family 
home were a time of celebration and renewal of connections. He had a strong desire to 
see his native heath, the moorland, the seashore, the machair and the ruins of the old 

and Canada. Nancy also had relatives in 
New Zealand and it gave her and Donald 
great pleasure to visit them after her retire-
ment. She also visited relatives in Canada; 
and while there was invited to give a lec-
ture at the University of Alberta about her 
grandparents' life in Northern Alberta during 
the1880's.

Nancy was educated in Tong Primary School 
and the Nicolson Institute, Stornoway. After 
leaving school she spent two years as a 
nanny with a family in Dumfriesshire, before 
deciding to pursue a career in nursing. She 
spent the first two years of her nurse train-
ing in the old Lewis Hospital in Stornoway 
before moving to Glasgow Royal Infirmary to 
complete her training and qualify as a State 
Registered Nurse. While in Glasgow, Nancy 
attended Partick Gardener Street Church of 
Scotland which was popular with young peo-
ple from the islands living in Glasgow. It was 
there she met Donald who was, like herself, 
training for a career, in his  case as a marine 
engineer. They were both professing mem-
bers of Gardener Street Church and were 
married there in 1958. Their two children, 
Mairi and Catriona, were baptised there. 
When the girls reached primary school age 
Nancy returned to work in Glasgow Royal 
Infirmary on a part-time basis.

Early in the 1970s there was a crisis in 
Glasgow schools due to a shortage of teach-
ers, and those with suitable experience were 
invited to become teachers. Nancy was 
accepted for the Primary Education training 
course at Jordanhill College of Education, 

from which she graduated in 1975. On grad-
uating, she was offered a post as a primary 
teacher in Aird School, Point. The same 
year, Donald was appointed to teach engi-
neering at Lews Castle College. The family 
accordingly moved to Tong; and for the next 
18 years Nancy taught in Aird School, where 
her classroom was a loving and safe envi-
ronment for many children, who loved and 
respected her.

Nancy was happiest in her home at 15 Tong 
where she welcomed friends and relatives 
from every part of the world. The keynote 
was always the warmest hospitality with the 
best of fare, served up as only she could. 
She was a keen gardener who took great 
pleasure in the flowers and shrubs she 
planted. In her spare time she loved to go 
trout fishing with her friends, Peggy, Cathie 
Graham and Cathie Maggie, on one of the 
many moorland lochs in Lewis. Following 
the death of her father from cancer, she was 
inspired, with some friends, to set up the 
Lewis and Harris Cancer Research Group, 
and served on its committee for many years. 
She and Donald were faithful members of St 
Columba's Church of Scotland, Stornoway. 
She was devoted to her daughters Mairi and  
Catriona  and her grandson Finlay, and it 
gave her and Donald great pleasure to join 
them in a family gathering in Edinburgh last 
September. Donald and she had just spent a 
happy Christmas with the family in Inverness. 
We offer Donald, Mairi, Catriona and Finlay 
our sincere condolences on their loss.
A.M.

Her many friends and relatives in Tong, 
throughout the islands and much further 
afield were greatly saddened  to learn of 
Nancy's death in the Western Isles Hospital, 
Stornoway on 8 January, after a short illness. 
Nancy was born and grew up at 15 Tong, and 
she and her husband Donald lived there for 
the past 42 years. She was a much loved, 
highly respected member of the community. 
Her parents were Catherine and Norman 
Macleod. Catherine was the youngest daugh-
ter of the late Councillor and Mrs James 
Thomson, and one of many Thomsons who 
lived in Tong. Norman belonged to Scalpay, 
Harris, where Nancy also had close rela-
tives on her mother's side. She was fond of 
Scalpay, and a regular visitor to the island.

Nancy's husband Donald's family roots are in 
Swainbost, Ness. Like many Lewis families, 
they each had ties with the United States 

Murdo Martin 1930 - 2018

Mrs Nancy Maclean, 15 Tong

homes he once knew so well. Old age and 
infirmity prevented a final trip home but he, 
like many emigrants before, saw the good 
land from afar and, in his dreams, beheld 
the Hebrides.

Murdo passed away on 9 February aged 87 
years. To Catherine, his life partner for fifty 
three years and to their family we offer our 
condolences in their bereavement.

By a Friend
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In the 
D e c e m b e r 
2017 edition of Loch a 
Tuath News we profiled Katie Ann 
Maciver, 44 Back who was one of our district's 
centenarians. We hereby give a short account 
of all the known local individuals who attained 
this milestone age. The story of our centenar-
ians' lives is a record of our history for they 
witnessed events which are ingrained in our 
psyche but which are nevertheless difficult to 
envisage for the writer's generation: two World 
Wars, the Iolaire Disaster, mass emigration, the 
TB epidemic, high infant mortality, local fishing 
disasters and arduous living and working condi-
tions.The accounts will be in two parts - the first 
nine individuals are profiled in this edition of the 
magazine with a further eight names to follow 
next month.

Isabella Macleod, 13 Vatisker
The first centenarian in the Loch a Tuath dis-
trict is also, to date, the oldest. In fact, at the 
time of her death, she was reputed to be the 
oldest person in Britain whose life span could 
be officially verified. Born at 1 North Tolsta in 
1837, the first year of Queen Victoria's reign, 
Isabella MacDonald came to live at 13 Vatisker 
following her marriage to Angus Macleod. She 
was known to a later generation as Cailleach 
an t-Siaraich; her son-in-law Kenneth Maciver 
(an t-Siarach) was a native of Barvas and he 
became the tenant of the croft. Isabella was 
a great favourite in the village and was the 
recipient of many visitors. Even at the age of 
100 she was up early each morning and, being 
an independent woman, she washed and 
dressed herself daily until she lost her sight 
aged 105. She passed away on 16 May 1945 
aged 107 years. Her closest relations in the 
district today are the family of the late Peggy 
Murray (Bean John Ailig Phoisean) who was 
Isabella's granddaughter.

Mary Murray, 33 Vatisker
Mary (Bean Choinnich Bhig) was born at 22 
Coll in December 1863 and was a sister of John 
Graham (Iain Aonghais Ruaidh) whose fam-
ily remained at this address. She moved to 33 

Vatisker follow-
ing her marriage to 
Kenneth Murray where she raised 
their family of three sons and one 
daughter - Angus died as a young 
man, Kenneth moved to Inverness 
and Allan and Ciorstag shared the 
family home. On her one hundredth 
birthday Mary gave an interview in 
Gaelic to the Stornoway Gazette, 
an extract of which appears below:

"An robh sibh a riamh anns an 
sgoil?" - "Bha greiseag bheag. 
Dh'fheumadh mo sheorsa bhi ri bua-
chailleachd." "De na leabhraichean 
a bha agaibh?" -"Bha an Leabhar 
Cheist, an Tiomnadh Nuadh agus 
an 'Guide'." "De seorsa biadh a bha 
agaibh 'nar h-oige?" -"Lite agus 
bainne moch agus anmoch agus 
gu leor eisg aig na trathan eile. Cha 
robh an fheoil cho pailt."

It is interesting to note that both Mary and her husband lived to a great age 
which was unusual for a couple in that era. Kenneth was aged 89 when he 
died in 1950 and Mary passed away on 23 March 1964 aged 100 years.

Murdo Morrison, 36 Aird Tong
Born in 1872, Murchadh Chaluim Mhurchaidh Neill received his early educa-
tion in the thatched school which stood at the bottom of croft no. 15 Tong. 
He later went to Aberdeen Grammar School and then to Aberdeen University 
where he gained honours in Latin and Greek. Murdo was a brilliant scholar, 
well known and much esteemed and respected throughout the Highlands 
and Islands. After teaching in Uist and The Nicolson Institute, he was 
appointed Inspector of Schools and later became the Director of Education 
for Inverness-shire. He came from retirement in Troon to perform the opening 
ceremony of the new Tong School in 1964. He died in 1975 aged 102 years. 
Murdo Morrison's name is commemorated on the street of houses at Morrison 
Terrace and Morrison Square beside the school.

(The above information was taken from the publication 'Tong - The Story of a 
Lewis Village' which was published by the Tong Historical Society in 1984.)

Isabella Finlayson, 19 Aird Tong
Iseabail Tome, born on 25 November 1882, was the daughter of Angus 
Finlayson (Aonghas Mhurchaidh) and of Catherine (nee Maciver, 36 Vatisker) 
who was a sister of Bean Tomaisean. Isabella worked for several seasons at 
the herring fishing on the East Coast before the outbreak of WW1, a conflict 
which claimed the life of her brother Donald. She was widowed at a relatively 
young age - her husband William Finlayson died in the 1920s, leaving her to 
bring up her daughters Katie Bell and Dolina by herself. In her old age Isabella 

enjoyed good health, had a 
retentive memory and was an 
obliging host to her many visi-
tors. The occasion of her one 
hundredth birthday was a cel-
ebrated event in the village 
- a special two-day historical 
exhibition in her honour was 
held at the Tong Community 
Centre. Isabella passed away 
on 14 December 1983 aged 
101 years.

The  District's
Centenarians

Murdo Morrison 36 Aird Tong 

 Isabella Macleod, 13 Vatisker

 Isabella Finlayson, 19 Aird Tong
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Christina Macleod, 8 Upper Coll
Cairstiona Mhurchaidh 'an Bhaird, the daughter 
of Murdo and Kirsty Macmillan, was born at 26 
Back on 22 March 1887. Her father, who was 
a miller at Gress Farm, was killed in a fatal 
accident at the mill in 1895 and Christina, 
who was then just eight years of age, 
became her mother's main help in bring-
ing up the younger siblings. She married 
Alexander Macleod (Ailig an t-Siaraich) of 
Outend Coll and later moved to 8 Upper 
Coll. Throughout her long life she was no 
stranger to sorrow. Two of her young daugh-
ters, Margaret and Alexina, passed away 
in the same week in 1917, another daughter 
Kennag died aged 18 and a son John Murdo 
was lost at sea during WW2. In her latter years 
Christina was cared for by her daughter Alexina at 
her home in Crossbost. She outlived seven of her fam-
ily of ten and passed away on 18 June 1990 aged 103 years.  

Christina Mary Norman, 7 Back
Cairstiona Stand, who was born on 22 October 1887, was the eldest in the 
family of six of Kenneth and Margaret Murray. Her sister Margaret was mar-
ried to Angus Beaton, 15 Vatisker and her brother Donald was a respected 
elder in Back Free Church. In the early 1900s she emigrated to Ontario, 
Canada where she married Bernard Norman and raised a family. She later 
moved to Biggar, Saskatchewan. Shortly after her death on 25 June 1991 
her relatives in Back received an order of service from her funeral stating 
that she was aged 98. However her niece Margaret Ann Maciver knew that 
this was incorrect and was able to source Christina's birth certificate which 
proved that she was actually 103 when she died.

Katie Ann Maciver, 44 Back
Born at 44 Back in 1892, Katie Ann Dhomhnaill Duinn was the second 
oldest in the family of six of Donald and Annie Macleod. She emigrated to the United 
States in 1924 and settled in Detroit with her husband Angus Maciver, Breasclete. 
The boarding house she owned there, known for its generosity and for the warmth 
of its welcome, provided accommodation for a considerable number of Lewis emi-
grants, many of whom were enticed to Detroit by the prospect of employment in the 
Ford Motor Company. Katie Ann later returned to Lewis and lived in her husband's 
home village. In her old age she was a patient at the County Hospital for many years 
and she passed away on 22 January 1993 aged 100 years. 

Kate Macleod, Catherine Hill
Katag Mhurchaidh Alasdair Bharrant, born on 26 December 1892, was the daugh-
ter of Murdo and Annie Macleod. When she was an infant her grandfather Donald 
Ferguson, 10 Back and his son Donald were both drowned in Bathadh Mor a' 
Bhac. Katag's brother Donald served with the Canadians in WW1 and died in 1917 
of injuries sustained during service. Several other family members emigrated but 
her brothers Alex (Iasdaidh) and Neillan remained on the island - Neillan was a 
POW in Germany for most of WW2, having been captured at St Valery in 1940. 
As a young woman Katag would take creels of fish from Brevig and carry them 
all the way to Stornoway where there was a considerable demand for produce 

from Loch a' Tuath. She also 
worked as a fisher girl on the 
East coast. Latterly she resided 
at 22 Broadbay View with her 

son Donald (Samson), his wife Violet 
and their family. She passed away on 31 
March 1993 aged 100 years. 

Annie Macaskill, 68 Lighthill, Vatisker
Anna Bhraoididh, a daughter of Murdo 
and Annie Macaskill, was one of five 
members of the family who survived to 
adulthood. Her two brothers served their 
country in WW1 but tragically neither 
was to return; Alexander was killed on 
the Western Front in 1915 and John 
was drowned in the Iolaire Disaster. 
Annie, whose conversion to the Christian 
faith dated from her teenage years, was 
widely known across the island  for her 
attendance on the means of grace. She 
was reputed to have on occasion walked 
bare foot across moorland to attend 
Communion services. In common with 
many of our centenarians, she worked  
for several seasons at the fishing at the 
mainland ports. Having cared for her 

invalid sister Catherine 
at home for many years 
Annie latterly resided 
with her younger sis-
ter Jane at Blar Buidhe 
Nursing Home where 
she passed away on 
17 July 1996 aged 100 
years.

Iain Murray

Christina 
 Norman, 

7 Back (front 
right)

Christina Macleod, 8 
Upper Coll (far right)

 Kate Macleod, 
Catherine Hill

 Annie Macaskill, 68 
Lighthill (front centre)

Katie Ann 
Maciver, 44 

 Back
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Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams   ●   Spectacles   ●   Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                                 700808

Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656
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Allegiance to the King

When Robert Bruce fled with his life from the English he 
came to a poor old Highland woman’s house and asked for 
a night’s lodging.

‘Who are you?’ she asked.

‘I am a stranger and a traveller,’ said the king.

‘All strangers and travellers are welcome here,’ she said, 
‘for the sake of one.’

‘And who is that one?’ asked the king.

‘Our good King Robert the Bruce,’ said she, ‘whom, though 
he is hunted by hounds and horns, I acknowledge to be the 
rightful King of Scotland.’

She could not enthrone him except in her heart, but she 
would if she could; and in his rejection she acknowledged 
him as her rightful king.

The poet, J. S. Borland, wrote, from a gospel perspective, 
about another King:

He had no place to lay His head,
He who was born a king;
Yet foxes had their reseing-place
And birds their sheltering.

He had no place to lay His head;
While others calmly slept,
He on the darksome mountainside
A lonely vigil kept.

He had no place to lay His Head
Except upon a tree
Erected by unwitting hands
On shameful Calvary.

But I’ve a place to lay my head,
Thanks to the Cross He bore;
And to the platted painful crown
Of thorns He quietly bore.

I lay my head upon His breast,
And hear Him sweetly say – 
‘Thy many sins are all forgiven;
Peace shall be yours always.’ 

As Easter fast approaches Christians everywhere will acknowledge 
the risen Jesus as their triumphant King who has conquered death, 
crowned with resurrection glory and honour.

Does the King of kings occupy the throne of your heart? Have you 
acknowledged Him as your rightful King?

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during March 2017 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 4 March
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
11am:  Rev Donald A Macdonald  (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev David F Macdonald

Sunday 11 March
11am:  Rev David F Macdonald
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod  (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 18 March
11am:  Rev Kenneth M Ferguson
11am:  Rev Donald A Macdonald  (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 25 March
11am: Prof John A Macleod (Communion)
6:30pm: Prof John A Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 4 March
11am:  Rev David F Macdonald

Sunday 11 March
6pm:   TBC        (Gaelic)

Sunday 18 March
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 25 March
6:30pm: Rev Kenneth M Ferguson  (Gaelic)

From the Manse

March Service Times 
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Back Choir Burns Night

Back Gaelic Choir hosted a very successful 
Burns Supper this January. We are grateful to the 
Community who came out on a cold Winter night 
to support the choir. By all accounts everyone 
enjoyed the evening. We were entertained by 
a variety of well known Burns songs and a few 
Gaelic ones too. Special thanks to Colin Tucker 
for a sterling Address to the Haggis, all done by 
memory. The top table speakers Avril, Dorothy, 
and John A, provided most entertaining speeches 
and Caitlin, Jonathon,and Katie sang for us. Avril 
and David provided musical accompaniment. The 
chefs were able to utilise the new kitchen facilities in the com-
munity Hut. The choir are grateful for the support they received at 

this fund raising event.

19 Vatisker
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This Page (Clockwise from top left):

Caitlin Mackenzie & David Maclennan entertain the guests
Behind the scenes - Carol, Marie Ishbal, Lillian and Annabel

The end of a great day!
 Opposite Page (Clockwise from top left):
Alice Currie & Carol Macdonald with the Haggis
Alice piping the haggis in
Avril Allen entertains with the Immortal Memory
Dorothy Maciver waiting to Reply from the Lassies
John A Maciver's Toast to the Lassies

Mal Macleod’s grandmother Christina Morrison, who died in 1936, her son John, (who was drowned in New York harbour 
in 1930), and daughter Bell Ann, who died in 1937. All from 19 Vatisker - very interesting how the family resemblance has 
been kept right up to the present generations!

19 Vatisker
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International Women’s Day Celebrations are back!
Building on last year’s successful art exhibition and 
conference the women are taking over the football club 
this March with another selection of delights to mark 
International Women’s Day.

Kicking things off on Saturday 10th we have our 
Women’s Glow Day; a selection of health and wellbe-
ing related classes, stalls, demonstrations and freebies. 

There is no need to book in advance, just choose on 
the day which classes or activities you’d like to join. 
There will be yoga, salsa, bellydancing, flamenco, jew-
ellery making, relaxation/mediation, beauty treatments, 
massage, golf tuition and a 
wide range of stalls selling 
crafts, beauty products etc.

Back Football and Recreation Club - What’s on in March?

Lunches are being provided 
by Back Community Council, 
so make sure you leave 
room for some top quality 
home baking. The Glow Day 
runs from 12-4pm and costs 
just £1 entry, we hope as 
many women as possible 
will take this opportunity to 
treat themselves and maybe 
try something new.

Also on Saturday 10th we 
will be launching our sec-
ond Celebrating Our Women Art Exhibition. The 
exhibition builds on last year’s display of very 
talented amateur and professional female artists, 

all from the islands. The 
exhibition will be open 
to the public during the 
week, when you will 
also be able to relax 
with cake and coffee 
while you view the work 
on display. We will be 
open 2-5pm Tuesday to 
Friday and 11am-2pm 
on Saturday 17th March.

This month we’ve been 
working had on developing 
the gym facilities and are 

pleased to announce the arrival of some new equipment and our 
new access system. Anyone interested in joining the gym should 
contact Terri or book an induction through our website.

Finally, just in case the kids are feeling a little left out; the whole 
family is invited to our family fun day on the 2nd April. There will be 
all the usuals; bouncy castle, treasure hunt, face paints, games, 
lunches, and some special Easter treats. 

Hope to see you all soon.

Beginners Bowls Fridays, 1pm (no club 9th or 16th)
Archery Wednesdays, 7-9pm

Bike Club Thursdays, 12-3pm (no club 8th 
or 15th)

Book Club Last Weds of the month, 7pm
International Women's 

Day
Saturday 10th March, 12-4pm

Art Exhibition and Café Tues 13th - Fri 16th, 2-5pm
and Sat 17th, 11am-2pm

Family Fun Day Monday 2nd April, 11am-3pm

Dates for your diary:

For more information or to make a booking contact Terri 
on 820745 or visit www.backfrc.org.uk 
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22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service
A D V I C E
YOU CAN
T R U S T

Most organisations celebrate 'Burns Day' with the customary haggis and a dram to commemorate his birth-
day, but Back Bowling club have a competition on the Saturday nearest to the date. 

This year this competition took place on Saturday the 27th of January, an invitation is sent to bowlers of 
other clubs to take part, but this year we did not have as many as was expected. With the result we had to 
contend to playing pairs, in two sections of six pairs, a sort of a round robin in each section, and the pairs 
at the top of each section playing in the final.

When everyone had settled down play commenced with three pairs from section one playing first, and then 
three from section two. When the first three rounds were completed, there were no teams with too much of 
an advantage, except for one team who had very high scores - would the break for lunch change that what 
remained to be seen?

The lunch prepared by Duncan and Malky, of Haggis, Neeps and Potatoes was sumptuous and enjoyed 
by everyone - compliments to the cooks for the food! The haggis was supplied by MacLeod and MacLeod 
butchers, a special recipe for a special occasion was provided by the proprietor Kenny, and the dram was 
with the compliments of the bowling club.

When play commenced after lunch there were ups and downs for some pairs, losing by one shot, other 
pairs losing on the last end, and some pairs with equal points, but the shots against that swayed them from 
qualifying for the final stages which made it a nail biting finish. When the sections were tallied up at the end 
of play, it was the pair of Sheena MacDonald and Terry Condie, and Peter O’Donnell and Mary Brown who 
qualified.   

Then final was edging to a conclusion with Sheena's team picking up shots on the first four ends leading 
5-1 coming to the last end, but peter's team managed to score five.  After taking the jack to his own bowls 
to level the match, an extra end was called for and surprise surprise it was Peter's team that had the advan-
tage! With a two shot lie with Sheena to play her final bowl, she sussed what to do to save the match, but 
it was a stroke of good fortune that her last bowl wiggled down the mat bouncing off two bowls to nestle on 
the jack. The disappointment showed on the opposing team's faces but Sheena conceded that it was pure 
luck that gave them the game. What a wonderful day to celebrate the bard's birthday!

The day ended as usual with Duncan thanking everyone who took part and those who donated to the raffle, 
and a special thanks to Malky for preparing the food and also ensuring that the hall was warm and comfort-
able. Duncan also reminded everyone of the next competition - the Titan Trophy - which will be held on 
Saturday 24th February.

D A Stewart

Bowls
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Sgoil a’ Bhac
Bha Clas 3-7 Gaighlig 
trang a togail balla le 

taidhrichean airson 
seorsa de feansa a 

dheanamh timcheall 
na daffodils a chuir 

G3-4 

 English 1-2 class have been learning about the weather and 
seasons. Here they are recording temperatures outside in the snow

 P7 Social P6 at their Christmas Social 

Santa with English & Gaelic P1&2 
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Massive congratulations to all 
our pupils who took part in the 
third race of the SRAC Cross 
Country Winter Series which 
took place on Saturday 17th 
February 2018. All of our pupils 
did extremely well but we were 
absolutely delighted to discover 
that Sgoil a’ Bhac had won 
the Under 9 Boys trophy from 
across the series.  We would 
like to take this opportunity to 
thank parents for their support 
in enabling us to take part in this 
event.

In January of 2017, I was talking to Bethesda Hospice regarding funding for the coming year - as this was the 
25th anniversary of the hospice, an extra effort would be made to find more needed funds. To this end I suggested 
looking into the possibility of staging a football match between the local association select and a mainland team. 
As I had contacts at Ross County, I wrote to them to ask if a game could be arranged, and to my delight and 
surprise an email came back offering a team!  As the first team was caught up with so many games, an under 21 
squad was offered. I took this on andstarted looking for a possible sponsor.  Again, I had a previous contact from 
my years in local football and when I explained what I was planning, he was only too happy to help. He offered a 
substantialfour figure sum, which was beyond my dreams! The game was possible and the finances in place, so 
I roped in a few friends that were glad to help - Alex John (Moley) MacLeod, Billy Flower, Derek (Pluto) Murray 
andJA Smith (Archie). We got on and organised the game, and a Question & Answer session with a buffet in the 
Caladh hotel after the game.

The game was a great success with an estimated crowd of 500 plus watching. At the Auction later, six Back lads 
bid for a hospitality package at a Ross County home game - this contributed £500 towards the total sum of £9,330 
raised for the hospice. The day out at Ross County was enjoyed by the following, DA Stewart, Kenny (Fiadh) 
Maciver, A J (Moley) Macleod, Kenneth Maciver (Upper Coll), Duncan Maclean and Iain MacLennan.

K Maciver

To be continued……next month will cover the day out at Ross County!

Ross  County X1 v Lewis  & Harris  Select - How it Came About

January Achiever Certificates
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We were very 
interested and 
touched by Calum 
Iain’s inspiring mes-
sage: You may think 
you’re not a step ahead, but 
when you tell your teacher you are 
a step ahead of the bullies. But like a ninja your teacher 
will sort them out!

Primary 5 and 6 ended their presentation with a new 
motto which we will use in school: 

Be a buddy, not a bully!

Primary 6 and 7 also shared their thought - provoking 
posters. Samuel encouraged us “to be a bro, not a foe”.  
His wise words of advice reminded us that you don’t 
have to be friends with everyone, but try to respect one 
another. Samuel also emphasised the importance of 
treating people the way you wish to be treated and tell-
ing an adult if you experience any form of bullying. 

Lots of the class work based on anti – bullying has been 
arranged into a wall display as a reminder of key mes-
sages about friendship. Please stop and see our work 

the next time you visit 
the school.

Wreaths of 
Kindness
The pupils in GM 1 
and 2 had a busy 
enterprise project 
at Christmas time. 
There was a produc-
tion line in the class-
room as the pupils 

Roving Reporters
Our eager reporters are to be commended for their 
helpful and positive approach to recording a 
wide variety of school news. Naomi, Rosena, 
Freya, Sarah, Joel, Joanna, Neve, Rhia and 
Charlotte have been involved in producing 
this month’s edition.

New Nursery Staff
We are all very excited to welcome two new 
members of staff to the English nursery. This is 
the first time we have had an afternoon session 
and we give a warm welcome to Marie and Alayne. 
We wish both ladies many fun days filled with happy 
memories in Tong Nursery.   

Anti – Bullying Focus
The whole school joined together for an assembly based 
on anti – bullying on Friday, 2nd February. Each class 
shared their learning on this very important subject.

 Primary One and Two have been thinking about being 
bucket fillers! Everyone in the world has an imaginary 
bucket and when you give or receive kindness, this fills 
your bucket. Aaron in P2 is going to fill his bucket with 
love, goodness, joy, hugs, jokes and fun. 

GM 1 and 2 wrote friendship recipes and made a friend-
ship potion.  Read on to discover the special ingredients 
needed for friendship.

Reasabaidh airson Càirdeas (Friendship Recipe)

1 cupa toileachas  ( 1 cup of happiness)

2 chupan gàire  ( 2 cups of laughter)

3 chupan gaol  ( 3 cups of love)

2 chupan tuigse  ( 2 cups of understanding)

2 chupan dìlseachd  ( 2 cups of loyalty)

1 cupa de roinn  ( 1 cup of sharing)

P2/3/4 delivered a very powerful 
message to encourage everyone 
to THINK before speaking or act-
ing. Ask yourself:

T… Is it true?

H… Is it helpful? 

I… Is it inspiring? 

N… Is it necessary?

K… Is it kind?

Primary 5 and 6 designed bright 
and colourful posters with strong 
messages.

Tong School

New Nursery teachers. 
Welcome to

◄ Alayne and
  Marie

◄ Cancer
Research Cheque
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were making and selling Harris Tweed 
Christmas wreaths. The class sent letters to 
local Harris Tweed Mills and received kind 
donations of tweed. Lily, Connor, Calum, 
Lylya, Jamie-Lynne and Mia were very 
happy to present a cheque for £304 to rep-
resentatives from the local Cancer Research 
branch. Well done to all involved. Thank you 
to everyone who bought a wreath.

Safer Internet Day
Each class explored and discussed the 
importance of safety when using technol-
ogy on Tuesday, 7th February.  Everyone 
is aware you should not talk to strangers 
and this also applies to strangers who want 
to chat to you online. Parents will have an 
opportunity to learn more about internet 
safety on Tuesday, 20th March. 

Joanna’s Hair-Raising Experience!
Joanna, P5, appeared in class with a 
new look recently. She had intended 
to trim her long hair so that it would 
rest on her shoulders. However, 
after hearing about the Little 
Princess Trust charity which 
provides real hair wigs for 
children suffering from 
hair loss, Joanna brave-
ly cut her hair to chin 
length. Last year the 
charity gave away 
over 1,200 free real 
hair wigs to children. 
Joanna was nervous 
about showing her 
new look, but every-
one loved her new hair-
style and commented on 
her kindness to others.

◄ Joanna with 
her certificate 

from the Little 
Princess 

Trust 
charity

Anti-Bullying
Assembly
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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The annual Tong Caraidean Christmas dinner was 
held in the hall on the 13th of January 2018. There 
was a good turnout for the day and dinners also went 
out via the "meals on wheels" service. The food, 
kindly prepared by local volunteers and the TRA, was 
absolutely delicious and everyone really enjoyed it. 
Entertainment was provided by Calum Martin and his 

daughter Isobel Ann MacDonald which really was a treat!

We also enjoyed some beautiful highland dancing from Sarah 
MacLean and Eva MacKay. A great day out was had by all. Many 
thanks to all who helped make the day such a success.

Tong Senior Citizens
 Christmas Dinner
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Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559
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A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off 
slip and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or 
cash for £32.40 (or £20 for email) to Laura Burns, 
5 Catherine Hill, Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
Email address (for PDF copies)
____________________________________________
I enclose £32.40  or £20 for PDF 
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

For all those young men and women born in 1968 (some in 1967 and others in 1969) our much anticipated 
50th reunion event is upon us shortly. The class of ’86 leaving the Nicolson Institute, Sir E Scott and Lews 
Castle School (between 1984-1986) are invited to attend a social weekend at Stornoway Golf Club. The event 
is being held during the weekend on Friday 04th May and Saturday 05th May with a  Sunday brunch provided 
to conclude the weekend.

Registration is now open and if you wish to register then please simply email: 50threunion2018@gmail.com 
and add your name, address, primary school, telephone numbers and whether you will attend one night or 
two and whether will you be coming to the coffee, bacon rolls brunch on the Sunday.

The programme for this event includes:

Friday 04th May – Stornoway Golf Club, from 5pm – Drinks reception, photographs, Reunion dinner and 80s 
live band ‘The Top Guns’ 

Saturday 05th May – Stornoway Golf Club Charity Football Match (1-3pm) families and partners welcome, 
Hog roast and all the trimmings (5-7pm), Charity Raffle, 80s Quiz and 80s disco with David Morrison

Sunday 06th May – Stornoway Golf Club – Coffee and Bacon Rolls (12-3pm) 

As well as celebrating 50 years young, we are also seeking this weekend to raise money for the following charities:

Action for Children, Alzheimers, Bethesda, Crossroads, RNLI

Any donations for the charity raffle are gratefully accepted and please email Robbie Ross: robertross@
btinternet.com with any donations you can pledge 
for the charity raffle. 

Please keep checking the Stornoway 50th Reunion 
2018 Facebook site at: https://www.facebook.com/
group s/1305740506203383/ for further details of the 
event. 

If you wish to contact the committee please email: 
50threunion2018@gmail.com 

The organising committee are really looking forward 
to welcoming you all along on Friday 04th May.

50th Reunion Rocks

First Registration of a Croft
Mrs Carolyn Anne Hudson has registered her croft 
53A Coll, Isle of Lewis on the Crofting Register held 
by the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish Land Court by 5 September 
2018.

Details of the registration can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.The croft registration 
number is R3841.
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Independent Financial 
Advisers

Donald Martin

Succession Group Ltd, 
based within CIB,

63 Kenneth Street, Stornoway. 
HS1 2DS.

(t) 01851 701212

(e) donald.martin@succes-
siongroup.co.uk
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First Registration of a Croft
Mr Murdo Martin has registered his croft 63 Back, 
Isle of Lewis on the Crofting Register held by the 
Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish Land Court by 29 August 
2018.

Details of the registration can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.The croft registration 
number is R3618.

The Annual Senior Citizen’s 
Dinner was attended by 
almost 50 members of the 
Community on Saturday13th 
January and a good time 
was had by all. 

The Community Council are 
grateful as always to The 
Management and Staff of 
Eleven for the excellent meal 
and relaxed atmosphere 
provided. Back Choir enter-
tained those present and  a 
big thank you to them and 
to soloists Katy Graham 
and Katy Finlayson. Local 
Councillor John A Maciver 
also gave a moving rendition 
of one of his own composi-
tions.  Thanks also to Rev 
Calum Iain and Mrs Macleod 
for coming along and leading 
us in a psalm. Thanks should 
also go to Carolyn and her 
staff in the Pharmacy who 
encouraged folk to come 
along and helped arrange 
lifts where needed.

Following from this, it was 
disappointing that no mem-
bers of the community came 
along to the advertised 
AGM of the Community 
Council on 30th January. 
All our local Councillors and 
all elected members of the 
Community Council were 
present, but it was decided 
to delay the AGM till our 
next meeting in order that 
some community members 
might be able to attend. 
Please if you are interest-
ed in working together to 
improve the local area do 
come along to this meeting. 

The BCC have been meet-
ing on the last Tuesday of 
the month but have decided 
to change this to the sec-
ond Tuesday - this will allow 
a report of the meeting to 
appear in Loch a Tuath  News 
at the end of the month rath-
er than a whole month after 
the meeting. Hopefully also 
people will have the date 
fresh in their minds having 
seen the report only a week 
or so before.

Since our last report, Back 
Community Council were 
involved in the successful 
Christmas Fayre at the Coll 
Centre and would like to 
thank all those who came 
along and supported this 
event in any way. Special 
thanks to Terri Davies for 
all the work she put in to 
ensure the success of this 
event and all the other var-
ied activities which take 
place there.

Back Community Council 
will again work with Back 
Football and Recreation 
Club in the International 
Women’s Day planned for 
10th March. BCC will be 
providing light lunches, teas 
and coffees and hope to see 
many of you there support-
ing this worthwhile event.

The next meeting of the 
Community Council will 
be the re-arranged AGM 
and will take place in the 
Community Hut on Tuesday 
13th March at 7.00 pm. 
A very warm welcome is 
extended to all.

Community Council Update
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This Page: 1957 at Taigh Scotch and in 
these photos are George a' Choillear, 

Tormod Scotch and Tormod's cousins 
from Carloway, Dolly Ann Macarthur and 

Margaret Ann Paterson, with Scotch's 
new puppy!

Opposite Page (numbered): 

1. The neighbours at 9 and 10 Back situ-
ated outside no. 10. From left to right they 

are Sandy Ailig Ruairidh, Neillan Neill (with 
Roy the dog), Ruaraidh Ailig Ruairidh, 

Catriona Ailig Ruairidh and Iomhar Neill 
(Bearley). It was taken in 1932 by Seonag 
Neill who was a keen photographer - the 

camera was given to her by her older 
brother Donald (Upsan) on his return from 

a sea voyage. Seonag died of TB in 1936 
aged 21 years.

2. Back L-R: Caristiona (Bean Mhurdigan), 
52 Coll, Katie (Bean Iain a’ Lally), 53b Coll, 
Barbara (Bean Iain Khelson), 59 Coll , Sìne 

Dàraidh, 42b Coll, Kenny Fiadh, 72 Coll,  
Willie Maclean, 42b Coll, Murdag (Bean Iain 

Stìog), 54 Coll, Chirsty (Bean Seonaidh 
Shreachan), 43 Coll

Front L-R: Joey Ghoireaban with Calum 
Iain, Ropehill , Seumas Choisidh, BroadBay 

View, Ann (Bean Alex Dàraidh), with Joan 
Evelyn (nighean Catriona Dàraidh), and 

lying at front, Iain Ruadh, 82 Coll.

3. Back L-R: Cloudy, Gress, Kendo, Upper 
Coll, Tom Shaw, Vatisker

Front L-R: Stello, Tong, Alisdair Little, 
Back, Dodo Shoyan, Back, Rodney 

Mackenzie, Gress - Choir Conductor 

Taken at Mod in Govan 1990

4. Murdo and Annie, 40 Gress, after finish-
ing the peats

5. Domhnall Uilleam Macleod, 42 Gress, 
outside the barn at Gress Lodge
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5.
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Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office
20 Kenneth Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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On Leave
Home on leave at present are Alexander Maclennan, 
New Street, Back and William Macdonald, Church St, 
Back, both from the army. Also on leave are Murdo 
Maciver, Army, 48 Back; Alexander Macleod, Army, 
66 Back and John Morrison, 34 Gress who is in the 
Merchant service.

Obituary
The death took place in Back recently of Miss Catherine 
Macleod, eldest daughter of the late Malcolm and 
Margaret Macleod. She passed away peacefully at her 
home 16 Coll, Back, and the funeral took place to Gress 
Cemetery.

Wedding in Back Hall
If all the brides who have their reception in the Back 
Hall are as pretty as the first whose wedding was held 
there, the hall will have been well worth building for 
that purpose alone. In fact, no greater compliment could 
be paid to the hall than that it did full justice to the first 
bride who graced it, Miss Katie Mary Maciver who was 
married recently to Mr John Macdonald, elder son of 
Mr and Mrs Angus Allan Macdonald, Lighthill, Back. 
She made a beautiful picture, radiant in a gown of white 
crepe with sweeping train. Her long flowing veil was 
held by a headdress of apple blossoms and her bouquet 
of white carnations and maidenhair fern was tied with 
a silver horseshoe. She wore toeless slingback white 
shoes. For going away, she chose a mustard woollen 
dress, topped by a fur coat with bronze hat trimmed 
with mustard and brown shoes and gloves. The bride 
was given in marriage by her father, Mr John Maciver, 
15 Upper Coll, and the marriage ceremony performed 
by Rev A Macleod in Back Church, was attended by 
a large number of relatives and friends. After the cer-
emony the wedding party was piped from the church to 
the hall by Mr Neil A Macleod, the groom’s brother in 
law, and in welcome spring sunshine, with the colours 
of the bridesmaids dresses bringing a colour to the 
scene, it was sure to make the old cailleachs reminisce 
on the days when everyone used to walk from as far 
away as Tong to be married, and to make the youngsters 
hope that it would be a custom soon to be resuscitated. 
The charming trio of bridesmaids, Mary Jane and Katie 
Mary, the groom’s sisters, and Christy Bell, the bride’s 
sister were all dressed in blue with matching gardenia 
and veiling headdresses. Their bouquets were of white 
and pink carnations. The trainbearer, little Georgina 
Maciver, completed the bevy of fair attendants, and was 
dressed in blue. She carried a posy of mixed flowers. 
George, the bride’s brother, was the efficient bestman. 
The hall provided ample accommodation for the very 
large number of guests, gathered from far and near to 
enjoy “Iain a Lally’s” wedding. Ample indeed was the 
word to describe everything pertaining to the event - the 

food, the refreshments, the accomodation, the music, 
and also the girth in the morning of the young lady who 
could not be coaxed away from the box of chicken in 
the kitchen! One hundred and eighteen telegrams were 
received by the young couple, as well as numerous pre-
sents, testifiying to their popularity among young and 
old in the district, a popularity which ensures for them 
the good wishes of the whole community, not only for 
their wedding day but for the years to come.

Tragic death of Mr John Macleod
Seldom has there been a death in the district which 
took place in such tragic circumstances as that of John 
Macleod, New Street, Back, which occurred on 28 
February, 1948, in the Lewis Hospital, following an 
accident. John was working on the late shift at Messrs 
S A Newall & Co’s mill and set off from home as usual 
about 2.15 on the Friday afternoon, hail and hearty, his 
little daughter following him, as was her wont, to the 
end of the road. His body was brought back on Sunday 
afternoon from the Lewis Hospital where he had died 
on Saturday afternoon. He was operating a machine 
on Tuesday night when his hand caught in it and was 
severely torn. He suffered acute pain, and that combined 
with the loss of much blood and severe shock under-
mined his strength so much that on Saturday, despite 
blood transfusions and skilled care, he passed away. 
When it became known on Friday night that John had 
had his hand severely injured, great sympathy was felt 
for him, but it was not suspected that his life was in 
danger so that news of his death came as an even greater 
shock. John was a genial, most likeable person, easy to 
make friends with, and reliable in times of stress and 
trouble. The eldest son of Mr and Mrs Donald Macleod, 
New Street, Back, he married Annie Macdonald some 
years ago also from New Street, when he was in the 
Navy and she in the WRNS. His death is all the more 
tragic when one considers that he had come through the 
war unscathed, and was carrying out plans for the future 
when his life was brought to such a sudden and sad 
end. It is hard to believe that we shall go in and out the 
Poligan Rd and never more hear his cheerful greeting or 
quick word or raillery. The profound manner in which 
everyone in the district was moved by the tragic sud-
deness of his death was evidenced by the exceptionally 
large attendance at his funeral, which was one of the 
largest, if not the largest ever seen in the village. Two 
bus-loads of his fellow-workers and employers travelled 
from Stornoway to attend, the mill being closed as a 
token of respect and sympathy, and his friends who were 
legion came from all parts to pay their last respects. He 
was buried on the first day of March in Gress Cemetery. 
The deep and heartfelt sympathy of the community is 
extended to his young widow, and small daughter, to 
his father and mother, and his brothers and sister. May 
the Lord comfort them and give them strength in their 
tragic bereavement.

Back in Time  March 1948
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 Student Designer of the Year 
Award!

Eilidh Morrison (50 Gress)  
our cover photo and winner of 

Student Designer of the Year 
at the Bridal Buyer Awards! 

 Danielle Macleod with Dad Martin at FilmG awards

The Nicolson Institute's Advanced Higher Gaidhlig  
Class with their award

Mar a Thachair Do Dh'fhear a Sgur a Dhol Dhan  
Eaglais was the film to pick up Best Drama

FilmG Awards

Bridal
Awards

50th Birthday!

Happy 50th Birthday to Murdo Maciver, Corrodale,
Back!
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts, Tours
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The world is a small place. 
We know it isn’t really. It is 
the same size as it was. It 
is a matter of perspective. 

As I set off on a trip to the 
other side of the world, I 
can only contemplate how 
far we have come in my 
own lifetime, and how rel-
atively small the world has 
become.

When I think of the Upper 
Coll boys who made 
lives for themselves in 
Wellington, New Zealand 
I think of the weeks it took 
their ships to get over 
there and how for many it 
remained their homes for 
the rest of their lives. 

I remember Dòmhnall Beag Dhòmhnaill ‘ic Eastar 
leaving about 1956 with his wife Lily, and to my 
knowledge he was only ‘home’ once after that. He 
had sailed, like most of the other boys had, and seen 
a place he felt would give him the life he desired. 

Many didn’t bother with the formalities of legal immi-
gration. They jumped ship. They had worked on the 
way over, but when it came time for the ship to return 
there was no sign of them. 

They were able to get work through networks of 
islanders already there. 

I know of one Bacach who jumped ship and worked 
on a farm, the job having been secured by a police-
man, who should have been jailing him. The police-
man was of course another Bacach.

I also remembering as a curious wee boy coming 
home and telling my mother that the new baby a 
couple of doors away had come on a boat from New 
Zealand. That is what the new mother told me. 

There were many there from the Loch a Tuath area 
over the years. Unfortunately most are now no 
longer with us, but there are still a few, in places like 
Auckland , Wellington and Christchurch.

LATN readers will be familiar with Angus Finlayson, 
Angan Iomhair ‘Uck from Tong, he is now in his 80s 
and only retired as a local councillor in Lower Hutt, 

near Wellington, last year, 
having also worked suc-
cessfully in the building 
trade for many years.

I remember Kenny Mary 
Ann who also used to 
send reports to LATN. 
I think of ones like 
Eachainn a Stal, who 
stayed and sailed there 
for many years. 

I have some idea of what 
to expect courtesy of Mr 
Google. How far away 
and mysterious it must 
have seemed to these 
intrepid young men?

No word of Skype, 
WhatsApp, Snapchat, 

FaceTime, and slow technology like e mails 
and texts. No word of telephones. They didn’t have 
them here. It cost a fortune to phone a mainland town, 
never mind trying to make a call to New Zealand or 
receive one in the red box at Tigh Phòshan, when 
that came in the 1950s.

They relied on the occasional blue airmail letter, 
folded over on itself with the gummed edges, and 
licked closed. Not even two full A5 pages. Very occa-
sionally a letter with a photo. That was it. Many years 
between visits. Many people no longer here when 
they did come to visit. 

It must have been hard.

And before then in the days of sail it must have been 
even harder. I am not sure if I will have the time, but 
I would like to visit Waipu, an hour north of Auckland. 
That is where Rav Norman Macleod settled with his 
followers in the 1800s after having taken them, first 
to Cape Breton in Canada, then Australia and even-
tually to New Zealand. 

Now I can leave Auckland at 9 o’clock one evening, 
be in Glasgow at 11 o’clock the next day and be in 
Upper Coll that night. Of course we have to take the 
13 hour time difference into consideration.

Changed times, but I look forward to seeing a place 
I have heard about all my life.

I look forward to seeing their world.

Coinneach aig Baile
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Material for publication in the APRIL issue of Loch a Tuath News 
must be in before MONDAY 19th MARCH 2018

Football Memories

Back School Macleod Cup Football Team, 1996
Back row: Donald 'Dano' Macdonald, Duncan Fox (Back), Angus Allan Maciver (Tolsta), Kenneth Maclean 
(Tolsta), Andrew Macleod (Broadbay View), John Robert Clark (Upper Coll), Peter Maclean (Coll), David 
Macdonald (Gress), John Mitchell (Tong), Ewan Campbell (Tong), Ian Hird (Am Poileagan)

Front row: Jenna Stewart (Coll), Alasdair Mackenzie (Vatisker), Murdo Campbell (Upper Coll), Derek Beaton 
(Vatisker), David Maclean (Upper Coll), Gary Macleod (Broadbay View), Derick Macleod (Broadbay View)

Back School 1992 Football Team
Back row: Donald Eadie, Jonathan Macneill, Brian Moody, Donnie Murray, Stephen Moody, Garry Murray, Donald Macleod, Martin Macleod, 
Alasdair Maciver (Janitor)
Front row: Derek Houston, Jason Morrison, Derek Campbell, Alan Maclean, Robert Maclennan, Graham Martin


