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This month you can find:
• LATN 20th Anniversary!          • Gaisgich a' Bhac      • Fishing the Gress River

Plus: From the Manse, Back FRC, Old Photos and much more!

LATN April 2017.indd   1 30/03/2017   17:12:46



2

The Loch a Tuath News Team
Chairman
Willie MacLean, 42b Coll -
01851 820503, w.maclean@sky.com
Vice Chair
Mary Ann Graham, 6 Ripley Place - 
01851 700383, mdavi74979@aol.com
Treasurer
Mairi Macleod, 11b Coll - 820497
Secretary
Margaret Macleod, Millview, 34 Gress 
- 01851 820768
Editor
Melanie Mackay, Taigh Gone, 27 
Upper Coll - 01851 820917, latnedi-
tor2@outlook.com
Typesetting
Helen Smith, angle.smith@live.co.uk
Distribution
Willie Maclean 820503
Subscription Organiser
Laura Graham 5 Catherine Hill, Coll, lau-
ragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk, 820696
Advertising
Donald A. Stewart, 28 New Street, 
Stornoway - 704877,  
d.stewart11@btinternet.com

Editorial Committee
Rev Calum Iain Macleod, Free Church 
Manse, Back - 820317
Chrissie Bell Urpeth, 6 New Street, 
Back - 820459
Angus Macdonald, Springburn, New 
Street, Back - 820490
Cathie Macleod, Glenesk, 34 Gress 
- 820289
Angus Morrison, 14 New Street, Back 
- 820354
Louise Reeves, 21 Upper Coll - 820713

Village Correspondents
Back/Vatisker - Anne Ramsay, 7 Back 
- 820384
Coll - Ishbal MacLean, 42b Coll - 
820503 - w.maclean@sky.com
Gress - Donalda Murray, 21 Gress -
820225 -
jockmurray.t21@btinternet.com / 
Ishbel Macdonald, 31 Gress - 820392 
Tong - Joan Matheson, Still Water, 
Aird, Tong - 702144 -  
jmatheson1@btinternet.com
Upper Coll - Anna Tucker, 10c Upper 
Coll - 820685 - 
annatucker99@yahoo.co.uk

The views expressed in the Loch a 
Tuath News by named individuals, 
unless otherwise stated, are not 
necessarily endorsed by the LATN 
Editorial committee.

Spring is here! It’s that lovely time of the 
year where days are longer, daf-
fodils are sprouting and new lambs 
are appearing! What’s not to like? 
Here’s hoping for more sunshine 
- which is always a bonus at this 
time of year - especially for moti-
vation to do a big spring clean! 
It’s been another busy month at 
Loch a Tuath News, collecting lots 
of interesting articles and all the 
local news, it’s hard to believe we 
are in April already.

Our big news this month is of course 
our big anniversary! Happy Birthday 
Loch a Tuath News - your community 
magazine is 20 years old! In April 1997 
the first magazine hit the shelves - it has 
come a long way since then! This month 

you can see some archive material 
from that very first issue, which was 16 
pages long and a great success! The 
rest, as they say, is history! We still 
have a dedicated committee working 
hard behind the scenes now, as we did 
then, and we thank you for your support 
to date, we hope to see it continued for 
the next twenty years!

In this month’s issue you can find the 
next instalment of our Gaisgich series, 
this time focusing on the Back area. We 
also have a piece on Fishing at Gress 
River, and an update on the latest 
goings on from Back and Tong School, 
Back Football Club, the Community 
Council and much more!

I hope you all enjoy the Easter break, 
some lovely weather and lots of choco-
late eggs would be fantastic! There are 
certainly two little people here in Col 
Uarach looking forward to the latter!

Have a blessed April,
Melanie

Cover Picture from Google Images

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: latneditor2@outlook.com
By post: Taigh Gone, 27 Upper Coll, HS2 0LS

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Fàilte

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 
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in December to her son Sean and his 
wife Louise. Best wishes go to them, 
and great granny Mairead in Tong.

Upper Coll
International Women’s Day
Congratulations to Terri Davies and 
Back Football and Recreation Club 
at Upper Coll for a week of a fantas-
tic variety of free activities for and 
celebrating women, centred round 
International Women’s Day. Details of 
the week can be found elsewhere in 
the magazine, but a big thank you 
must be given to Terri and her team for 
all their hard work and innovative and 
inclusive ideas and activities.

No News is Good News
As the adage goes, ‘no news is good 
news’ and that certainly seems to be 
the case in this column over the last 
couple of months. However, no news 
does not make very interesting read-
ing, so please send your news in to 
the Upper Coll correspondent, or to the 
editor, whose details can be found on 
page 2. There must be something hap-

pening out there that you would like 
to share! I look forward 

to hearing from 
you!

As NA 
BAilteAN

Ann passed away on the 9th of March 
in the Cameron House Care Home, 
Inverness, where she was lovingly 
looked after for a number of years. The 
funeral took place on the 16th of March 
to Kilvean Cemetery, Inverness. Mhairi 
and Doris, her two nieces, who cared 
for Ann, and all other relatives, friends 
and neighbours are in our thoughts at 
this sad time.

It was with great sadness we heard that 
Mary Macaulay, (Mairi Uist), 19 Coll, 
had passed away in the Western Isles 
Hospital. To her husband John Murdo, 
son Ian, her relatives from North Uist, and 
all other friends and neighbours, we send 
our deepest sympathy for their sad loss.

Gress
In hospital
Best wishes go to Iain Jock Murray 
(No.21), in hospital in Edinburgh, after 
his operation.  Also to his neighbour, 
Donald Macleod (No. 31), in Ospadal 
nan Eilean Siar after his fall.  We hope 
they’ll both be back home soon.

Bereavement
We think of Mairi, Murdina, Catriona 
and Seumas Ghlen on the death of 
their uncle Angus Morrison, from South 
Dell, Ness, but spent his married life in 
Inverness.  We also think of his family 
and relatives.

Congratulations
We send belated congratulations to 
Cathie Finlayson, (No. 6a), on being a 

granny for the first time. Baby 
Evie was born 

BACk/VAtisker
Sympathy
The funeral of George Morrison, late of 
Keith Street, Stornoway, took place to 
Gress Cemetery on 18 March. George, 
known as Butchy, was the son of the late 
Roderick and Jessie Morrison (Ruaraidh 
Thuigs and Jessie a' Phlangaich) who 
were brought up at 14 New Street, Back 
and 4 Vatisker respectively and who 
moved to Plasterfield following their 
marriage. This is the second bereave-
ment to have affected the extended 
family this year; Donald Morrison, the 
son of Domhnall Thuigs and Doileag a' 
Phlangaich passed away in January. To 
George's family we extend our condol-
ences in their sad loss. 

Best wishes
Our good wishes go to Robert France, 
9 Vatisker who retired from the Works 
Department at the Western Isles 
Hospital after 27 years of service.

We are delighted to hear that Annie 
Campbell, 2 Vatisker (Anna Shandaidh) 
is making good progress after a serious 
fall which required her to be admitted to 
hospital at the beginning of March. We 
hope it will not be long before she is able 
to resume her daily routine at home.

Coll
Bereavement
Our sympathy goes to Sine Dàraidh, 
Coll on the death of her sister in law 
Ann Macleod (Banntrach Alex Dàraidh). 

The start of 2017 has been a busy time for Back 
Community Council.

Early in January the Old Folks dinner was held in 11 as reported 
in an earlier Loch a’Tuath News. Later in the month Lucky2bHere 
trainers visited the Coll centre and more than 30 people took 
the chance to gain skills in First Aid and the use of the defibrilla-
tors which have now been placed at the Centre, the Community 
Hut and at the roadside in Gress. The Community council are 
very grateful for the help received from Angus Morrison and his 
team both on the evening and in providing this valuable service. 
Thanks are also due to the Community Service team who helped 
install the equipment and of course to our Councillors who pro-
vided some of the funding and to all those who helped in other 
ways with the fundraising efforts. A cheque for £4500 was pre-
sented to Lucky2bHere on the night towards the cost of the units. 
Anyone who was unable to attend that evening but would like 
training should contact Carolyn at the pharmacy or backcom-
muntycouncil@hotmail.com

The Community Council AGM was also held in January and 
despite a very poor turnout from members of the community the 
following were elected as office bearers:

Chairperson: Cathy Macinnes
Secretary: Laura Graham
Treasurer: Carolyn Hudson.

Calum Iain Graham, Andrew Morrison and our local 
Councillors complete membership of the Community Council. 
It was agreed that meetings will continue to be held on the last 
Tuesday of each month at 7pm in the Community Hut and all are 
very welcome to attend these meetings.

The February meeting saw Margaret-Ann Maciver co-opted on to 
the Community Council and we look forward  to her input to the 
Community Council. It was agreed at this meeting to have a com-
munity Skip at the Hut on Saturday 1st April and on the same day 
to hold a Soup & Pudding Lunch from 12noon-2pm. This will raise 
funds for the Community Council. Work is ongoing to improve the 
steps and lighting outside the hut and we are as always grateful to 
the Councillors for their assistance with this funding.

At the beginning of March we attended a joint meeting with Tong 
& Tolsta Community Councils to hear from Rebecca Smith of 
Lewis Castle/UHI about the Community Empowerment Act and 
this gave us some food for thought.

The Community Council would like to hear from you if you feel 
there are any improvements that we could help with in the area 
and would especially welcome all members of the community to 
our monthly meetings and the Soup & Pudding lunch on 1st April. 

Back community council
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Rodney MacKenzie was 
born in Culkein, near 
Lochinver, the youngest 
of 5 children. His mother 
died when he was only 10 
months old so he and 2 
of his brothers spent the 
war years in an orphan-
age in Inverness. His 
father subsequently remar-
ried and the family were 
reunited, moving to the 
Lairg area, eventually set-
tling in Lochinver where 
another 3 children were 
born. Though he started 
school in Inverness, it was 
“Rossie”, the headmaster 
in Lochinver who had a 
huge influence on his life 
teaching the children Gaelic songs and taking them to 
Mods. On leaving school Rod went to Pitt Street College 
of Commerce in Glasgow, hoping to study journalism, but 
emerged as a Business Studies Teacher. While in Glasgow, 
he sang with Glasgow Islay Gaelic Choir, taking part in one of 
the first Gaelic tv shows entitled “Songs all the way”.

The next huge influence in Rod’s life also took place in 
Glasgow when he met Alison Miller from Dundee. They 
married in 1965 and moved to Brora where Sheila was born 
(1966); then on to Golspie where Eilidh was born (1967); 
Buckie where Gillie was born (1970) and finally Stornoway 
where Fiona was born in 1974. As his brother Kenny com-
mented at his memorial service, “each time they moved home 
coincided with a new child in the family so they thought it best 
to stay put till the danger had passed!” And stay put they did, 
for almost 30 years, moving to Gress in 1976 until they left 
the island for Avoch in 2002. 

Having sung with Glasgow Islay, it was no surprise that both 
Rod and Alison sang with Lochs Gaelic Choir following their 
arrival in Lewis, taking the baton for a while as well. Having 
moved to Gress, the musical genes in the MacKenzie girls 
was becoming apparent, so with a wealth of musical talent in 
the local area, and a school which didn’t have a Gaelic Choir, 
he formed Còisir Òg a Bhac in 1978. They soon became a 
force to be reckoned with at local and National Mods and 
the natural progression was to a choir at Secondary School 
age – Còisir Loch a Tuath, who again were successful under 
his stewardship. Having kindled the fire in the youngsters 
of the district, it was time to waken those more mature 
residents of the district, so Còisir Sgìre a Bhac was created 
in 1989, taking part at the National Mod in Stornoway that 
year. His genius as a conductor soon worked its magic, and 
paired with Alexina Graham’s capacity as Gaelic advisor, the 
choir swept the boards in the Rural Choirs competitions 3 
years later. The following year brought them success at the 
Pan-Celtic Festival in Galway, Ireland. He worked tirelessly 

for the choir, bringing them 
success after success, try-
ing little tweaks here and 
there in their performances 
which made the difference 
between being placed or 
not. He gave his 100% and 
expected the same from 
the choir. Those who were 
in the Stornoway Primary 
School Assembly Hall in 
2001 for the Lorne Shield 
Competition will never for-
get their performance of 
“Cur Cùlaibh ri Assainte”. 
Having sung the pre-
scribed piece, he inched 
the choir closer towards 
him, drawing their concen-
tration to his eyes and his 

fingertips. When the last note had ended, the hall erupted, the 
choir themselves visibly moved by what they had been part of. 

During performances, be it practise or competition, his con-
centration was absolute, the mere hint of a mistake would be 
noted and corrected. Afterwards, his eyes would twinkle once 
more and the banter would return. He was one of life’s true 
gentlemen, those of us fortunate to have known him consider 
ourselves the better for it. Though a private man, he was a 
good friend and neighbour who stood up for what he believed 
in. He leaves behind a legacy, not only through his family but 
in the lives of those he influenced during his time in Lewis and 
the Loch a Tuath area in particular.

Since his diagnosis at the beginning of autumn last year, he 
shared his MacKenzie musical memories on social media up 
until his last days. His Memorial service in Inverness on 1st 
March was attended by a very large number from all walks of 
life, with a moving eulogy read by his brother Kenny. Calum 
Alec MacMillan sang Eilean Fraoich, and the committal 
ended with Rod’s own voice - singing his own composition 
“Lochinver” written as a homesick 18 year old in Glasgow 
when he first left home. 

It is quite fitting that the two girls representing the Nicolson 
Institute, Koren Pickering and Catriona Bain, are both from 
the Loch a Tuath area. 

Those attending were invited to join the family afterwards 
at the Loch Ness Country House Hotel, where many fond 
memories were shared. 

Our thoughts are with his widow Alison, daughters Sheila, 
Eilidh, Gillie, Fiona and their families, the thirteen grandchil-
dren who were brought up through Gaelic-medium education, 
with many of them following his musical footsteps. 

Mar sin leat, a’ charaid chòir.
N. Smith

Rod MacKenzie 19th January 1941 – 20th February 2017
The following excerpt from Norman McCaig’s “Assynt and Edinburgh” was chosen by Rod to be read out at his memorial 
service. It is a fitting epitaph, quite appropriate as a final thought for those in attendance. It was read by his grandson Calum 
Barker on behalf of the grandchildren.

I walk amongst the mountains and lochs of that corner that looks across the Minch to the Hebrides.

Two places I belong to as though I was born in both of them.

They make every day a birthday, giving me gifts wrapped in ribbons of memory.
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Twenty years ago this month, the 
very first issue of Loch a Tuath News 
was published!

We have some excerpts from that 
very issue for you to look back at, 
including the first front cover and As 
na Bailtean.

Above is the committee list and 
Failte, along with photographs of 
a very busy committee putting the 
issue together!

A look back at the very first issue……..A look back at the very first issue……..
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◄ First ever Loch a Tuath 
News cover page

First ever As Na 
Bailtean ▼
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Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams   ●   Spectacles   ●   Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                                 700808
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From the Manse
The Five Solas of Uganda
One abiding memory from our recent short-term mission trip 
to Uganda is the fortnight Dina and I spent on the campus of 
African Bible University with Kenny John Mackenzie.

Kenny John co-ordinated the building and development of 
the entire campus over several years.  No small feat.  

One building stands out in particular - the campus chapel and 
home to the growing congregation of New City Church, led 
by Pastor Rodgers Atwebembeire.  This attractive sanctuary 
has a special attachment to our Island as some of its original 
fixtures and fittings were assembled and installed by Lewis 
tradesmen led by Norman (Snosh) Macdonald from Point.

I had the privilege of preaching in New City Church on our 
first Sunday in Uganda followed by seven preaching engage-
ments beginning on the following Monday through Friday.  
Meeting and having fellowship with some of the divinity stu-
dents was also a great privilege.  

It was most encouraging to see how, on the 500th anniversary 
of the Reformation (1517-2017), the doctrinal position of New 
City Church is clearly defined by the Westminster Confession 
of Faith along with the Larger and Shorter Catechism.  The 
essentials of their Statement of Faith are summarised by the 
‘Five Solas’ or ‘Five Alones’ of the 16th Century Reformation:

• Scripture Alone (Sola Scriptura): The Bible is inerrant 
and the absolute authority for faith and life.

• Christ Alone (Solus Christus): Jesus Christ alone is able 
to give sinners salvation from their sins.

• Grace Alone (Sola Gratia): Only by the Father's sovereign 
electing grace and the Son's redemptive work, and the Spirit's 
enabling power may we have the righteousness God requires.

• Faith Alone (Sola Fida): Only by placing our faith (trust) 
in Jesus Christ alone do we receive salvation from the guilt 
and power of sin. This faith is God's free gift to all his elect.

• Glory to God Alone (Soli Deo Gloria): Because the Triune 
God achieves our salvation by himself alone, we sinners are 
totally indebted to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The Father 
chooses and calls; the Son justifies; and the Holy Spirit 
sanctifies us until the Lord takes us to eternal glory.  From 
beginning to end, salvation is of the Lord!  To God alone be 
the glory.

The above statement of faith also reflects our own doctrinal 
position here at Back Free Church.  We subscribe to the Five 
Solas as many churches do the world over.  It’s our common 
denominator.

It’s always a great encourage-
ment to discover where our 
fellowship overlaps with other 
and where we find and enjoy 
common ground in the Gospel.

Our time in Uganda highlights 
that, although a great distance 
separates us, the Gospel unites 
us.  We are one in Christ Jesus.

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during April 2017 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 2 April
11am:  Rev Donald A Macdonald
11am:  Mr Iain A Mackinnon     (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 9 April
11am:  Rev Robert Sinclair
11am:  Rev Kenneth M Ferguson   (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Robert Sinclair
Sunday 16 April
11am:  Rev Robert Sinclair
11am:  TBC          (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Donald A Macdonald
Sunday 23 April
11am:  Rev Kenneth M Ferguson
11am:  Rev Donald A Macdonald    (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Kenneth M Ferguson
Sunday 30 April
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
11am:  TBC          (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 2 April
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 9 April
6pm:   Mr Iain A Mackinnon     (Gaelic)

Sunday 16  April
11am: Rev Donald A 
Macdonald
Sunday 23 April
6:30pm: Mr Neil Murray  
      (Gaelic)

April Service Times 
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Roderick Murray, 9 Back
Ruaraidh Ailig Ruairidh - known 

locally as Gaothan - was the 
second oldest in the fam-

ily of five sons and two 
daughters of Alexander 
and Kate Murray. He 
emigrated to New 
Zealand in the 1930s 
and served with his 
adopted country's 
Merchant Navy when 
they joined with Britain 

in declaring war on 
Germany in 1939. The 

situation in the Pacific esca-
lated following the Japanese 

bombing of Pearl Harbor on 7 
December 1941 and Ruaraidh's ship MV Matua was 
used as a troopship transporting Allied Service personnel 
and cargoes of war supplies to the South Sea Islands. It 
was on such a journey to Fiji on 3 January 1942 that he 
was thrown overboard in heavy seas while lashing cargo 
on deck - he was aged 30 years. News of his loss was 
received by his family on Lewis ten days later in a telegram 
from his older brother Angus who also served with the New 
Zealand Navy. Two other brothers also served - Alexander 
with the Royal Navy and John (Eagan) with the Merchant 
Navy. The latter was a veteran of the Arctic convoys and 
was also a survivor from the sinking of SS Marietta E in 
the Indian Ocean in 1943. Ruaraidh's sisters Eirig Anna 
and Catriona worked with the NAAFI during the war years. 
Neil, the sole surviving member of teaghlach Ailig Ruairidh 
lives at 9 Back today.

Alexander Murray, 9 Back
On the evening of Saturday 7 

February 1942 a telegram 
was received at Back Post 

Office bearing the news 
that Alexander Murray 
(Sandy Ailig Ruairidh) 
was missing presumed 
dead. Just three and 
a half weeks had 
elapsed since a simi-
lar message had been 
received about his 

older brother Ruaraidh. 
Upon receiving the tel-

egram Jamesina Maciver 
(nighean Mhurchaidh Ailein) 

made her way to 52 Vatisker, 
the home of the boys' uncle James 

Murray (Seumas a' Ghobha); it was decided that he 
would break the devastating news to his still-grieving fam-
ily. Sandy enlisted with the Royal Navy before the war 
started and had only been home on leave on one occa-
sion during the period in which he saw active service. He 
latterly served aboard the destroyer HMS Belmont which 
conducted escorting duties for the Atlantic convoys. On 31 
January 1942 she was struck by a single torpedo south of 
Newfoundland and sank with the loss of all 138 hands. Six 
days later the U-boat which sank the Belmont was itself 

sunk while returning from patrol with the loss of all its crew. 
Sandy, who was aged 20 years, was a quiet, studious and 
popular young man and his and Ruaraidh's deaths cast a 
long shadow across their family for many years later. 

Alexander Macleod, 20 Back
Alasdair Bhast, known to 
his contemporaries as 
Dempsey, was one of 
six boys in William 
and Kirsty Macleod's 
large family of nine. 
He served with the 
RNR as did his 
older brother Kenny; 
they were survivors 
from the sinking of 
HMS Salopian south 
of Greenland in May 
1941. A fortnight after fin-
ishing a period of leave on 
his home island he was killed 
in an accident in port in Glasgow 
on 13 September 1941, aged 20 years. An obituary in the 
Stornoway Gazette described Alasdair as a quiet, cheerful 
and popular lad whose skills as a left back with Back FC 
were much admired. The attendance at his funeral was so 
large that there were only two lifts in the procession from his 
home to Gress cemetery. His aforementioned brother Kenny 
was later Mentioned in Despatches for his services as a gun-
ner with the Coastal Forces in the English Channel. Another 
brother William, later of 17 Back, was captured at St Valery 
in June 1940 and held as a prisoner of war in Germany for 
the rest of the conflict. In the years which followed Alasdair's 
loss, Taigh Bhast was occupied by his elderly parents, his 
brothers Alex, George, Kenny and Ruaraidh and by his sis-
ter Annie. The last member of the family, Margaret Mackay 
passed away in Fort William in 2012. 

Malcolm Maciver, 47 Back
The youngest of five sons in the 

family of nine of John and Kirsty 
Maciver, Calum Anagoil, as 

he was known locally, was 
employed in the tweed 
industry prior to enlistment. 
After a period of training he 
was drafted for two years 
to Iceland before see-
ing action in the English 
Channel during the 
Normandy landings. He 
died on active service on 1 

July 1944 aged 37 years and 
was buried in Portland Royal 

Naval Cemetery in Dorset. His 
brother Donald who served with 

the Merchant Navy left home to 
attend the funeral but interment had 

already taken place before he arrived. His sister Kirsty Mary 
and brothers George (Dodaidh) and John (Spagain) contin-
ued to live at 47 Back in the following years while his sisters 
Mary Macleod (Bean Aonghais Cheanaidh), Mary Ann 
Gunn (Bean Ghurais) and Peggy Macritchie (Bean Chaluim 

Gaisgich a' Bhac - The Fallen of Back 1939 - 1945
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Chaluim Dhonnachaidh) were married at 12 Gress, 1 New 
Street, Back and 56 Back respectively. His aforementioned 
brother Donald married Iseabail a' Bhounce, 65 Coll and 
lived in Stornoway. Mary, the eldest in the family was the last 
of teaghlach Anagoil and died in 1984.

Angus Beaton, 51 Back
Angus joined the RNR 
shortly after the outbreak 
of hostilities and before 
he had attained the 
age of 18 years. While 
serving in the North 
Sea he contracted an 
illness from which he 
did not recover and 
he died on 4 May 
1942 aged 20 years. 
His remains were con-
veyed home to Lewis 
for burial in Gress cem-
etery. Aonghas Pheedin 
was the youngest of four 
sons in the family of seven of 
John and Catherine Beaton. His brothers John and Kenneth 
served with the Merchant Navy and the RNR respectively 
while his sister Oighrig worked in the NAAFI during the war 
years. Iain Pheedin married Mary Murray, 27 North Tolsta 
and inherited the family croft at 51 Back; Kenneth was 
married in Glasgow while Oighrig died in 1951 aged just 
27 years. The other members of the family were Alexander 
who died young, Oighrig Anna who was married in Glasgow 
to John Murdo Campbell of North Tolsta and Mary who was 
married in Stornoway to Alexander Maclean (Suggan). 

Murdo Mackay, 53 Back
In the autumn of 1938, while the 

storm clouds of war were 
gathering across Europe, 

the wedding took place 
at the bride's home of 
Mary Ann Mackay, 
53 Back (Mary Ann 
a' Bhuilgean) and 
Murdo Morrison, 
10 Coll (Miogstan). 
Within two years 
of this happy event 

three members of the 
Mackay/Morrison fam-

ily would lose their lives 
as the gathering storm 

became a devastating real-
ity. Murdo Mackay, the brother 

of Mary Ann and the oldest son of Kenneth and Effie (nee 
Ferguson) was lost at sea north of the Faroe Islands aboard 
HMS Rawalpindi on 23 November 1939 aged 33 years. 
The heroic fight which the vessel's crew put up against two 
of the most powerful German battleships, Scharnhorst and 
Gneisenau, evoked admiration across the world and inspired 
many tributes led by Prime Minister Chamberlain in the 
House of Commons. The ship's captain Edward Kennedy - 
the father of broadcaster and author Ludovic Kennedy - was 
posthumously Mentioned in Despatches. Murdo's father 
learned of the ship's fate while listening to the BBC news at 
the home of his neighbour John Angus Murray. The family 
endured several agonising months before it was confirmed 

that Murdo had lost his life. Of the 286 men on board only 48 
survived - eight of the fatalities were Lewismen. One of the 
survivors was Norman Macinnes, Glen Tolsta (Tormod Tais) 
who was interned in Germany for the rest of the war and who 
later married Peggy Ferguson, 2 Gress (Peigi Ghoididh) who 
was Murdo's first cousin.

Alexander Mackay, 53 Back
By the summer of 1940 Back 
village had experienced two 
fatalities in the war and 
both came from the same 
family. On 25 May of 
that year HMT Charles 
Boyes was sunk by 
an enemy mine in the 
North Sea and among 
the fifteen losses were 
two from the Loch a 
Tuath district: Norman 
Morrison, 30 Upper Coll 
(Tormod 'an Tony) and 31 
year old Alexander Mackay, 
53 Back (Ailig a' Bhuilgean). 
Alexander's brothers Neil and Donald also served their 
country - with the Camerons and with the RNR respectively. 
Donald was a survivor of HMS Dunvegan Castle which was 
torpedoed in the Atlantic in August 1940 while Neil was 
invalided out. Mrs Mary Macmillan, the youngest and last 
family member passed away in 2007. Sadly the Mackay 
family's misfortune did not end with Alexander's loss. On 22 
November 1940 the cargo ship SS Kolchis left Nova Scotia 
bound for Belfast and among the crew of twenty three was 
Murdo Morrison, 10 Coll (Miogstan). This ship sank with the 
loss of all hands the following day - exactly one year after 
the death of Murchadh a' Bhuilgean who was Miogstan's 
brother-in-law and the best man at his wedding just two 
years previously. 

Alexander Macleod, 60 Back
Alasdair 'an Sola, the son of 
John and Annie Macleod, 
was an experienced sea-
man who had passed 
through various grades of 
service before attaining 
the rank of chief engi-
neer. On the night of 15 
September 1941 his ship 
SS Empire Eland which 
formed part of an Atlantic 
convoy was torpedoed by 
a U-boat with the loss of all 
thirty seven crew. Alasdair, 
known as Talow, was aged 
41 years and was married to 
Isabella Mackenzie of Stornoway; 
their home was in Glasgow. An obituary in the Stornoway 
Gazette paid him the following tribute - "Of a very happy and 
friendly disposition, and keenly interested in public affairs, Mr 
Macleod was well known and highly esteemed in his native 
district. He was possessed of a manly independence of judg-
ment and a natural, unobtrusive self-assurance which made 
him cool, collected and courteous on every occasion". His 
brother Murdo was headmaster at Tolsta and then at Back 
School from 1931 - 1943; his youngest sister Ciorstag, the 
last of the family, passed away in 2007.
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International Women’s Day Celebrations at Back FC 
and Recreation Club

Women of all ages and backgrounds came togeth-
er with their families and friends this week to 
celebrate International Women’s Day at Back 
FC and Rec. Club.

Kicking off the week’s activities, families 
were invited to a disco divas party. Inflatable 
microphones and guitars, disco lights and a 
buffet were all on hand to encourage some 
dancing to a sound track of female singers 
and musicians. All ages took to the dance floor 
for an evening of family fun.

The hall was then transformed by a team of volunteers 
into an art exhibition and conference venue ready to 
host a fantastic collection of artwork from more than 
30 different local female artists. The 
exhibition titled “Celebrating 
our Women” was officially 
opened by Cllr Catriona 
Stewart at a launch 
event attended by over 
50 people on Thursday. 

“We were really pleased 
with the level of  inter-
est the exhibition attracted”  
said Terri Davies, Sport and 
Community Project Co-ordinator 
“It was really inspiring to see the qual-
ity and diversity of artwork produced locally by 
women.”

Performance arts took over on Thursday night 
with poetry, singing and musical performanc-
es all taking centre stage at the open mic night 
organised by Cabraich art group. 

The art exhibition remained open to the public 
on Friday and Saturday attracting a steady stream 
of visitors some of which attended the Friday morning 
coffee morning which along with Saturdays collection 
raised £240 for Western Isles Women’s Aid.

Around a 150 women came to the conference on 

Saturday, workshops were diverse, with something 
for everyone from gardening to sew your 

own knickers or car maintenance. There 
were drop in sessions for beauty 

treatments and try your hand at 
crafts and many people said it 
was a great way to try some-
thing for the first time.

“There was a lovely atmos-
phere” said Terri “It was just 
great to see so many women in 

one place, engaged in interest-
ing and challenging activities and 

discussions. At one point we had a 
group in the hall doing line dancing, 

others visiting the exhibition, getting a mas-
sage or learning to crochet all  while classes in yoga, 
quilting and golf were happening elsewhere. Even the 
indoor football pitch was used for keep fit and thai chi”

Attendees were also able to hear from guest 
speakers; Lindsey Millen from Close the Gap 
gave a presentation about gender equality and 
the gender pay gap and Joni Buchanan talked 
about the local history of women.

“There was a lot of volunteer effort that went into the 
week’s events” commented Terri “and we wouldn’t 

have been able to do anything like this without 
the £5000 funding we received from the 

Big Lottery Celebrate Fund and food 
donations from Tesco, but given 

the feedback we’ll definitely be 
looking into doing something 
similar again next year.”

If you’d like to get find out 
more about activities hap-

pening at Back FC and Rec. 
Club please contact Terri on 

01851 820745 or visit our web-
site  www.backfrc.org.uk

For more information about the Celebrate programme 
please visit: www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/
celebrate

Back Football and Recreation Club - What’s on in April?
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Kenneth 'Titan' Macdonald Trophy

The Kenneth Titan MacDonald trophy took place on Saturday 25th February, and as always players from 
other bowling cubs were invited to take part.  On paper thirty six players had said they would take part, but 
by the start of the competition, this was unfortunately reduced to thirty two.  This meant that instead of twelve 
triples we had to make do with eight triples and four pairs, making the competition lop-sided, but with the draw 
having already being made it was decided to play as drawn.

The competition is played in two sections, with the two top teams going through to the final stages.  First on 
the mat were the teams from section A team 1 v 2, 3 v 4 and 5 v 6.  These games were reasonably even, apart 

from the game between teams 1 and 
2, with team 2 having a convincing 
win against them.

On the mat for their encounter were 
the teams from section B, team 7 v 8, 
9 v 10 and 11 v 12.  All these games 
were very close with none of the 
teams being outright leaders. It was 
early days for both sections, but after 
the teams in both sections had played 
all their qualifying games, it tran-
spired that the teams going through 
to the semi-finals. From section A 
were team 4, skipped by Malky, along 
with W Barber, and team 6 skipped 
by I Linklater along with W Macleod.  
From section B, were teams 10, 
skipped by T Condie, along with J 
Ramsay, and team 11 skipped by D A 

Stewart along with L MacDonald and C MacLean.  In the semis, the winners of section A played the runner-
up in section B and vice-versa for the other semi, which meant that team 4 played 11 and the other semi was 
team 10 played 6.  Both semis were close, but after the final end was played it was team 4 playing 6.

The final was a tense affair with both teams bowling well converting shots, but the team that prevailed in the 
end was Malky's team. They were the leaders all through the competition and were worthy winners in the end.  
Well done to everyone who took part and thanks to those who provided the soups, sandwiches and prizes 
for the raffle. Thank you also to Duncan who had organised the competition - a great day’s entertainment 
befitting the occasion.

Bowls

Graeme Macdonald, great nephew of Kenneth 'Titan' Macdonald, presenting 
the trophy to Malky and Willie Barber

Dates for your diary: full details can be found 
on our website or sign up for our new what’s on 
email and get details delivered to your inbox each 
month. Visit www.backfrc.org.uk for more infor-
mation or to sign up. 

Keep Fit starts 17th April - Mondays, 7pm

Island Archers - Wednesdays, 7-9pm, £7 adult, 
£3 junior (www.islandarchers.org)

Rainy Day Bike Club - back on Thursday 20th 
April, 11am 3pm

Youth Darts Academy - Thursdays, 6.30-7.30pm, 
£2, ages 9-18

Family Fun - Thursday 13th April, 11am - 3pm

Quiz Night - Friday 28th April, 7pm (Mighty quiz for 
Alzheimer research UK)

Book Club - Wednesday 19th April, 7pm

Walking Club - Starts Friday 21st April mid-
day (weather permitting) a stroll on the 
beach followed by soup
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design and build a lantern in the 
shape of a house, which could be a dream house, a house 
in the future or a house from the past. Using willow and a 
special type of paper they created 3D lanterns to be used 
in a Lantern Parade on Saturday 25th March in Stornoway.

Swimarathon
We participated in the Rotary club of Stornoway’s 
Swimarathon because we wanted to raise money to help 
get rid of polio and to help people who have polio. We 

Scholastic Bookfair
We are delighted to report that the 
Business School was a huge suc-
cess! The pupils were professional 
and responsible, running the Book 
Fair smoothly and selling a large 
number of books over the week. 

We would like to thank all parents 
who took the time to encourage 
pupils through the Business School, 
and also those who supported 
the Book Fair itself. Thanks to the 
efforts of the Business School team 
and the parents who bought through 
the Book Fair, we will be able to buy 
£205 of new books and resources 
for the school.

Most importantly, well done to G6/7 for their hard work! 
We received lots of compliments about the smooth 
running of the bookfair and the fun events which they 
organised throughout the week and were particularly 
impressed by the maturity of all the pupils in working 
together to create a successful business team.

Bookfair Competition
One of the competitions held throughout the Bookfair 
week was to design an underwater sea creature. The 
winners each received a £5.00 voucher to spend at the 
Bookfair.

Cross Country
The school was well represented again this year at the 
Lewis and Harris Cross Country races.  Congratulations 
goes to Jess Muir, EP4, on coming overall 2nd in the Girls 
U9 category and Kyla McMurdo, EP5, on coming overall 
3rd in the Girls U11 category. 

Lantern Making Workshop
Pupils in Miss Macdonald and Mrs Murray’s class were 
involved in a lantern-making workshop. The pupils had to 

Sgoil a’ Bhac

Paper L
antern Workshops

◄ Winners of the Bookfair competition
▼ Sports World kindly donated four football calendars to the school and here are the lucky winners who received them
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were in a team and we were swimming lengths of the 
pool for approximately three hours. We were able to have 
a rest as long as another member of the team was in the 
pool. There were lots of adults and children involved. We 
managed to raise £105 for the End Polio Now Campaign.

Litter Art
I had to create a picture using litter. The worst place for 
litter, I feel, are the beaches. Along with my cousins and 
my mum and Dad I went to a beach in Tolsta. I gathered 
lots of litter and I made a sad face with it. I then gathered 
objects which should be on the beach such as stones, 
seaweed and flowers and made a happy face. This 
showed a message of what should be on the beach. I 
entered my photograph into a competition and I won a 
£50.00 voucher to spend in the Co-op. My photograph 
was in the newspaper and at the Women’s Day Art 
Exhibition in Coll Centre.Hopefully, my photograph will 
put across a message not to drop litter. 
Jess Muir

World Book Day
The whole school participated in the 
World Book Day which was held on 
Thursday 2nd March. The Head Teacher 
led an assembly which involved a fun 
activity where pupils had to guess which 
book shelf belonged to staff members. 
Each class participated in a range of reading 
activities throughout the day.

G6/7 
We made origami bookworms 
and we listened to famous 
authors talk about some of 
the books they had written 
and to them reading out parts 
of their book. Our teacher ran 
a Where’s Wally competition. 
She hid a cardboard Wally 
and we had to try and find 
him. The winner then had to 
hide him for the class.

E5/6/7
We completed book reviews and created comic strips.

G3/4/5
We brought in our favourite books or the books which we 

a r e 

we are currently reading at the moment 
and discussed aspects of the book.

E3/4/5
We focussed on David 
Walliams’ Gangsta Granny 
and made comic strips. 
We looked at 11th Worst 
Child characters.

G1/2
We read a variety of stories and made a comic 

strip for “Na Caraidean” which we are looking at this term.

E1/2
We were reading lots of stories and also made some 
bookmarks.

▲ Well done to Alexander MacLeod, Oscar Sobul and Warren 
Gillies for participating in the Rotary Club Swimarathon

Origami bookworms

Where's 
Wally?

Paper Lantern Workshops
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Roving Reporters
Our Spring News has been recorded by: 
Rosena, Naomi, Sarah, Shian, Joel, Neve 
and Samya. We have been very busy and 
can’t believe Term Three is almost over. 

World Book Day Sale 
We celebrated World Book Day 
on Thursday, 2nd March, by 
holding a book sale where pupils 
of all ages brought in books they no 
longer wanted. We had a great variety 
of books from Nursery right up to Primary 
Seven. Thank you to all the pupils who man-
aged to bring in so many books. Each class went 
through to the school hall to see the books on offer. 
Each book cost 10p. We successfully managed to raise a 
terrific total of £85.20. We were not only raising money for 
the school, we were also helping to recycle some pre- loved 
books. Some pupils chose to dress up on the day and we 
had Harry Potter, the Sugar Plum Fairy, Willie Wonka and 
lots more characters.  

Nursery News
The children had fun learning about freezing by mak-
ing chocolate and vanilla ice cream. There was enough 
ice cream for Primary One and Two to sample and they 
thought it was scrumptious! 

As part of their shared learning together, the Nursery and 
Primary One and Two have been thinking about the story 
of Goldilocks. The Nursery Children also made bear cup-
cakes which were grrrreat! 

Naidheachdan Roinn na Gàidhlig
The children in the Sgoil Àraich have been working with the 
GM class on the theme of “Goldilocks agus na trì Mathain” 
(Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears). They have been 
learning lots of new words 
as they re-enact the story. 

An Croit
As part of our crofting 
topic, GM 1 went to a 
local croft to see various 
animals. Jamie-Lynne has 
written about her enjoya-
ble experience in Gàidhlig. 
She enjoyed feeding the 
hens very much.

Chunnaic mi taigh na cear-
can agus thug mi biadh 
dha na cearcan nuair a 
bha sinn aig an croit. ‘S 
e latha brèagha a bh’ann 
agus chòrd e rium gu mòr.

Le Jamie-Lynne, GM 1

Pancake Day Treats 
On Friday, 2nd February, 

we held a pancake day where 
we could have pancakes and 

crepes as our morning snack. It was 
really fun eating them because they were 

so tasty and yummy. There were lots of pancake toppings 
to choose from: butter, jam, whipped cream, chocolate 
chips, chocolate sauce and strawberry sauce.

Our Parent Council organised the event to raise money 
for the school and a great total of £ 95 was raised. We are 
grateful to the big team of parents who came to make and 
sell pancakes and also those who came to set up the day 
before. Thank you to all. 

Goldilocks in Tong School
Primary One and Two did some imaginative writing about 
Goldilocks for World Book Day. The boys and girls had to 
pretend that Goldilocks came to Tong School instead of 
eating the bears’ porridge. Ayla (P1) wrote a fun story:

Goldilocks
One sunny day Goldilocks came to school. She slid down a 
rainbow. First she made a mess. Next she took Honey the 
dog. After that she took the bus back to Fairy Land. She 

said sorry to the teachers. 

The P/2 class also wrote apology letters from 
Goldilocks to the Three Bears. Read on to find out 
what Goldilocks said in Cailean’s letter…….

Dear Bears
I am sorry for devouring your scrumptious por-
ridge. I am sorry for damaging Little Baby Bear’s 
chair.  I am sorry for sleeping in your woolly bed. 
I promise not to do it again.  Can I come to play 
please?

With love from,

Goldilocks

Three Cheers for Cheerleading
We would like to say a big “well done” to Samya 
and Neve for participating at a mainland cheerlead-
ing and hip-hop competition. The competition was 

Tong School

A very happy customer 
at the Book Sale

▼ Arran receiving his prize
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in Glasgow and was the largest competition in Scotland.

Samya and Neve came 2nd in cheerleading and Samya 
came 4th in hip-hop. There were different sections in the 
competition: Tiny, Mini, Youth, Junior, Senior and University. 
Samya and Neve competed in the Youth and Junior events. 
This is great news. Keep on Cheerleading!

Tag Rugby
Two teams from Tong School entered a tag rugby competi-
tion. One team was called “All Blues” (Joel, Keith, Ewan, 
Leon and Gregor) and the other team was called “The 
Tong Titans” (Edith, Mairi, Ruby, Rebecca and Shian). It 
was held on the all-weather pitch at Smith Avenue. It can 
also be called touch rugby because you have to touch 
another player who must then pass the ball. Touch 
rugby is a non-contact sport.

Both of our teams played with strength 
and determination and the “All Blues” 
made it through to the final and won 
the competition. This was the third 
year in a row where the trophy came 
back to Tong.  

Feelings Assembly
On 17th March, some P6/7 pupils 
spoke to the rest of the school about the 
feelings booklets produced as part of the 
class topic ‘Myself’. The booklets have been 
created to help younger children 
deal with different emotions 
they may experience at play-
times. If a child feels lone-
ly, upset or anxious they 
can ask their buddy in 
P6/7 to find the page 
in the booklet which 
offers advice.

Well done to Cailean, 
Naomi, Daniel James, 
Keith, Rianna, Joel, 
Sarah and Grace who 
clearly explained the pur-
pose of the booklets.

The older buddies 
show great care 
and concern for their 
younger friends, so 

this is a lovely addi-
tion to the buddying 

scheme. 

Success for Arran
Congratulations to Arran, P4, who was 
awarded first place in a “Malcolm the 

Weaver” colouring competition organ-
ised by the Harris Tweed Authority. 

There were entries from as far afield 
as Africa, so we were delighted to 
hear of Arran’s success. He was 
presented with bright and colourful 
books about Harris Tweed by Jane 
Hepburn, a representative from the 

Harris Tweed Authority.

◄ Here Come the Tong Titans!

▼ Our winning Tag Rugby Team

▲ P6+7 speaking about the Feelings 
Booklets at Assembly

◄ Samya and Neve proudly 
display their dancing 

medals

Skipping in the Spring sunshine
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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On Friday 16th September, Western Isles Community Care 
Forum (WICCF) launched a new website which was created 
for their new Personal Assistant Directory. This project was 
created in response to the difficulty carers and service users 
were having in finding people to employ to provide personal 
care and/or support. The service is going to cover the whole of 
the Western Isles and although it is a signposting service, the 
new website also contains lots of useful information for people 
wishing to hire a personal assistant.

Anybody who has a current PVG number and is willing to work 
in the care sector can join our Directory. Application forms are 
available on-line or from the office in Tarbert. The Personal 
Assistant can choose the days and hours they work along with 
the tasks they perform, so it would also suit somebody who 
has just retired or somebody wanting to earn a little extra in 
the evenings or weekends. As it has just been launched, the 
Directory is still quite small but we hope that many more will 
join once they view it online.

The project won the 2015 Take Action Highlands and Islands 
Community Competition and also received funding from 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise. WICCF was established in 
1992 as a forum for Voluntary Care organisations which rep-
resent the interests of carers and users of services throughout 
the Western Isles. It is also a vehicle of communication for 
statutory bodies to disseminate information to the voluntary 
and independent care sector. 

We are the voice of the voluntary care providers at planning 
and consultation levels and represent them on various statuto-
ry groups eg. Integrated Joint Board, Adult & Child Protection, 
Carers Information Strategy etc. One of our roles is to maintain 
a Register of Family Carers and if you wish to join our reg-
ister, you can download an application form on our website or 
contact our office.  All carers registered with us will receive a 
copy of the Directory of Care Services and newsletters.

There’s lots of information on the web site including the ser-
vices we provide, like our Carers Trainers Project which 
supports informal carers through a home visit. This project 
has been very successful and is much appreciated by carers. 
Here’s what a couple of them have said:

“More confident after the training. Bar for the bed has helped a 
lot. The pointers and instruction in moving and handling have 
benefited me physically. I don’t have any back pain now. She 
was very helpful in other ways too. Don’t know what would 
have happened to my back if I hadn’t had the instruction in 
moving & handling. She understood me. Never had anybody 
to support me before and now I can pick up the phone and call 
her anytime. The three of us got on with her which was good. 
I really appreciate this. M&H training was good although  my 
Father is still quite mobile. A wonderful service.”

WICCF are indebted to Alex Tearse of Reefnet who has been 
most helpful in constructing this website.

For further information please contact:

Western Isles Community Care Forum
Room 14, Council Offices, Tarbert, Isle of Harris HS3 3BG

Tel: 01859 502588   Email: info@wiccf.co.uk   Web: 
www.wiccf.co.uk

WICCF
Personal
Assistant Directory
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifie
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £32.40 to Laura Graham, 5 Catherine Hill, Coll, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £32.40
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Ingredients
♦ 350g (12oz) unsalted butter, at room temperature
♦ 350g (12oz) golden caster sugar 
♦ 6 large free-range eggs, beaten
♦ 400g (14oz) self-raising flour, sifted
♦ 100g (4oz) ground almonds
♦ juice and grated zest 2 oranges

For the chocolate fudge filling
♦ 250g (9oz) plain dark chocolate
♦ 100g (4oz) butter
♦ juice 1 orange
♦ 3 free-range egg yolks
♦ 250g (9oz) icing sugar

For the topping
♦ 300ml (½pt) double cream
♦ 3tbsp caster sugar
♦ 200g (7oz) dark chocolate, finely chopped
♦ chocolate eggs, to decorate

You Will Need:
♦ 2 x 23cm (9in) round cake tins, lightly oiled and bottom-lined with baking parchment

Method
1. Heat the oven to 170 C, 150 C fan, 325 F, gas 3. Cream the butter and sugar together, until pale; mix in the eggs, then 
fold in the flour, almonds, orange zest and juice.

2, Spoon the mixture into the cake tins and bake for 45 minutes, until risen and firm. Remove from tins and cool on a wire rack. 

3. Meanwhile, make the fudge filling. Melt the chocolate and butter, and mix with the orange juice. Cool for 5 minutes, then 
whisk in the egg yolks and icing sugar in batches.

4. For the topping, heat the cream and sugar in a pan until steaming. Pour over the chopped chocolate in a bowl, and stir to 
combine. Cool for 10 to 15 minutes.

5. When the cakes are cool, cut both in half horizontally. Spread one cake layer with a third of the filling, top with another 
layer of cake and spread with a second third of the mixture. Add a third layer, spread with the rest of the filling, and top with 
the final layer.

6. When the topping is cool, apply it to the cake with a palette knife. Pile the chocolate eggs in the middle and serve. The 
cake will keep for up to 3 days in the fridge.

Woman & Home

Ingredients

Oisean a' Chòcaire

E aster Celebration Cak e
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING
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Effects of the Budget
No, Back has not suddenly become a village of gum-
chewin Yanks - this is merely one of the minor effects 
of Dalton’s budget. Chewing gum has, we have it on 
authority, been given first priority as defence against 
the craving for a cigarette, with cloves remaining a 
close second.  From all we have heard there are to be no 
more stub ends, no more stained fingers, and no more 
cigarette smoke to be seen anywhere in the vicinity of 
the village. This is the time for recalling the good old 
days when tobacco was, say the younger blades, 1/- per 
ounce, “Tcha,” says the old bodach contemptuously, “I 
can remember when it was 3d, mind you, 3d an ounce.”  
After a few wistful sighs, his hands steal towards the old 
tobacco pouch, but he remembers in time, gives himself 
a lecture and sternly abstains. But some day (and soon) 
the lecture is not going to be strong enough.  One young 
lady after a quick calculation, announced that after all,  
cigarettes were only 2d each, whereas a bar of chocolate 
was 3d. “Yes, “  replied a young man dolefully, “but you 
don’t eat 25 bars of chocolate in a day.”

Obituary
It is with regret that we record the death of several 
respected members of the community. There passed 
away in Gress recently Mrs Christina Macleod, 30 
Gress. She lived a full span of life - she was 80 years of 
age - and had her share of this world’s troubles, but she 
faced each new day with hope and faith. Her husband 
predeceased her over forty years ago, and she also lost 
two daughters. Quiet and unassuming in her ways, she 
was one who never brought worry to others, and easy 
to get on with, she was a popular figure in Gress.  until 
her health began to fail some time ago, she made the 
journey to Back Church regularly every Sunday. She is 
survived by her daughter Peggy at home, who nursed 
her tenderly during her illness, and by a son in Australia.

Nineteen years to the day after her husband passed away, 
Mrs Mary Morrison died at ther home in Lighthill, Back. 
“Banntrach Mhurchaidh Sheorais” as she was known, 
was 82 years of age, and had been in poor health for 
some time. Her husband, the late Murdo Morrison, was 
an elder in the Back Free Church, and she herself was 
a member for many years. Mrs Morrison had that rare 
quality of making and keeping friends among the young 
and old; the young she would, by kindly and friendly 
advice, try to set on the right path of life, and the old she 
would comfort and help by her trust and hope in the life 
to come.  Two daughters and a son predeceased her, and 
she is survived by her daughter Flora and son Murdo.  

After many years of illness, borne with Christian forti-
tude, Mrs Isabella Macgregor passed away at her home. 
She suffered much during her illness, but her chief 
thought was to ease the burden of those attending her.  
She had a good word for everyone and her bright outlook 

of life, coupled with a keen interest in all that went on 
around her, gave her a strength of mind which far outdid 
any weakness in body. Her great delight was to have a 
few of her friends around her bedside, and her welcome 
to all was genuine and friendly. “Ishbal Chalum Ruadh” 
as she was known in her younger days, came to 54 Back 
after her marriage to Norman Macgregor, and spent her 
life there. During the recent cold spell she caught a chill, 
which weakened her considerably and she passed away 
soon after. Two sons and a daughter pre-deceased her and 
she is survived by her sorrowing husband Norman, by her 
daughter Effie, who nursed her so loyally and tenderly 
throughout the years, and by her daughters Bella Maggie 
and Nellie, who also did much to alleviate her suffering, 
and brighten her life by her devoted attention.

Donald Maciver, 24 Vatisker, Back, passed away recently 
at the age of 86.  Devoting his whole life and energy to 
the sea and work closely allied to it, he first set out on 
his adventures at the age of 19. He sailed aboard a sail-
ing ship, the “River Laggan” and his adventures began 
soon after, when the ship was wrecked on Staden Island, 
in South America.  At one end of the island they found 
no-one who could speak English; at the other they found 
a few who could, but this was far from solving their prob-
lems. They did not manage to get to the mainland for 2 
years, and during that time Malcolm could not get word 
home that he was safe, but the company got word to his 
relatives that he was alive, and finally he arrived in person. 
He spent the next few years sailing and then came home 
for a number of years before joining the Clyde Trust, 
where he spent 28 years.  Because of ill health he retired 
some years ago and came home for good. Malcolm was 
seldom without an audience of young and not-so-young 
wide-eyed listeners, and as well as having the material 
for the stories at firsthand he had a flair for telling them 
so graphically that one could almost imagine the scenes 
described. His home was never empty and his popularity 
with all and sundry was evidenced by the deep and genu-
ine regret at the passing of “Domhnull Ruairaidh”.  He is 
survived by two brothers and one sister.  

The funerals took place to Gress Cemetery and were 
largely attended. The sympathy of the community is 
extended to the relatives in their loss.

On Leave
Home on leave at present are Angus Maclennan, RAF, 
and Alexander Maclennan, Army, both of New Street , 
Back.

Church News

There were good attendances at all services held during 
the half-yearly communion held at Back last week. The 
visiting ministers were Rev M Maciver, Crossbost, and 
Rev W Campbell, Garrabost. On Men’s Day the ques-
tion was 2nd Timothy, chap.1, verse 9.

Back in Time  April 1947
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Iain Moireach/John Murray shares an angling tale. John 
teaches at Edinburgh College of Art, University of Edinburgh, 
where he is Director of Landscape Architecture. He stays in 
Kelso in the Scottish Borders. A first work of non-fiction, 
Reading the Gaelic Landscape was published by Whittles 
in 2014. Some readers may remember him presenting that 
book at Faclan book festival at An Lanntair in that year. 
From time to time he has published a poem or two, and with 
about the same frequency, landed a good fish. Literature of 
the Gaelic Landscape, a second work of non fiction, will be 
published later this summer.

Seatrout fishing is said to be one of the hardest of piscato-
rial pursuits. Certainly, my track record substantiates that 
claim. Out of habit, expectations were set low enough 
to pre-empt any self-critical, post cast analysis. It was 
a September morning, overcast and warm, with a slight 
westerly breeze: perfect – no excuse in other words. I put 
up my rod by the graveyard (a single handed 10ft is all that 
you need on this small river), which surrounds the ancient 
kirk of Teampull Amhlaidh. Then I walked down the brae to 
Drochaid Ghriais, enjoying the unexpected clemency of the 
weather, as I whistled a fishy tune. 

Where I used to fish in the Borders, seatrout are usually 
only possible to catch during the hours of darkness. As 
you approach the sea they sometimes consent to give 
themselves up during the gloaming. This is the case where 
I now fish, on the River Till. It is about the same size as 

the Griais, so it is very easy to spook, or as they say in the 
Borders ‘gie the fish a gliff’. It’s also true for this Lewis river, 
but here, fish fresh from the sea will take during the day. 
Keeping a low profile however, is not just a figure of speech 
but a physical necessity, and you must never wade. There 
is no need for green rubber Andy Pandy suits, though a 
hat is useful against those rare insects, which I believe are 
called midges.

The Griais rises in the now, empty midst of northern Lewis. 
Its source is a loch of the same name. The hinterland was 
not always empty. Many sheiling settlements can be traced. 
One, 3 miles upstream of the mouth of our river is called 
Sìthean Àirigh Mhurachaidh – Fairy Hill of Murdo’s Sheiling. 
Was Murdo tormented by his diminutive underground neigh-
bours? Was he disturbed by faint, tinny music coming from 
the fairy mound during the small hours? Further upstream 
we see names which are evidence of the mixed cultural past 
of the island. Many of these are lochs, often ending in the 
suffix …bhat, are from the Norse Watn or water. Whoever 
coined these names was unaware of, or did not worry too 
much about the tautology inherent in Lochs Ullabhat and 
Langabhat. Not far away, near Abhainn Chùil, we also find 
Gil an t-Sagairt, which incorporates a Norse loan word into 
correct Gaelic. Perhaps some people in some places were 
bilingual, druing the period when Gaelic influence gradually 
prevailed over Norse ways. We find gil, meaning ravine, in 
Yorkshire spelled as ghyll or gill, and famously at the great 
cave of Gaping Ghyll. These renderings would not work in 

Fishing the Gress River – Iain Moireach

Sun setting over Gress River - Impact Imagz
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Gaelic orthography. Gil an t-Sagairt, Ravine of the Priest, 
must be a name dating from before the reformation and is 
perhaps connected to life long ago at Teampull Amhlaidh.

Which bank of the river should I fish? I am right handed so 
it is always easier to fish the right bank (the one on your 
right as you look upstream). I walked upriver to the Bac 
Saltings, but the flow here was too sluggish for the fly and I 
did not have a spinning rod with me. I walked further to the 
footbridge which marks the tidal limit. Here the river was too 
low to fish. I was wasting time. I returned to Drochaid Ghrais 
and fished the long broad pool upstream of 
the bridge. There were fish moving on the 
incoming tide, but my fly was moving too fast 
across the current, and as there was nowhere 
to hide from which you could cast, I was very 
conspicuous. No amount of mending the line 
to make an upstream loop, would put an end 
to the problem. The flies skited across the 
water, resembling nothing a seatrout would 
recognise as food. I crossed the bridge and 
walked ahead of the tide up the left bank, 
to where the river narrowed and slowed and 
was bounded by grassy banks rather than the 
shingle lower down by the bridge. Here my fly 
would hang easily ‘on the dangle’, a position 
we are told by experts, is irresistible, even to 
the most discerning of fish. I knelt out of sight 
and plopped the lure just downstream of a 
small grassy headland. I felt a small pluck and 
then another and I thought that I must have 
caught some underwater hanks of grass on 
the small treble hook. I reflected on how well 
Will Maclean’s monument to the Griais land 
raiders looked from this spot against the morning sky: much 
better than it does from the road. And, as so often happens 
to me, a fish takes when I am distracted, usually pleasantly 
distracted. Whatever the case, I was not paying attention. 

Fortunately, the seatrout had taken my 1.5 inch blue cone-
head tube (tied by Sutherland’s tackle shop in Helmsdale) 
with some gusto and remained well hooked throughout its 
aquatic and aerial acrobatics. After about 10 minutes, I put 
a pebble in my landing net to submerge the mesh (a tip from 
Hugh Falcus), and a 2lb and immaculately fresh fish lay on 
the bank. I should have finished then and there and enjoyed 
my catch for lunch, but I thought it would be nice to try for 
a pair to share with others. As the sun climbed and moved 
around to shine into fishy eyes, and make a silhouette of 
me, I cast and cast again down the snakelike rapids below 
the bridge and over the sands, chasing the retreating tide. 
All was to no avail and my precious catch had lost some its 
lustrous sheen, tarnished by petty greed.

There are a few observations to be made. The seatrout I 
caught on the Griais was not swimming upriver to spawn. 
It had no milt or eggs in its belly. It was coming in with the 
tide to feed. The tide would have concentrated seaborne 
prey progressively as the river narrowed: making easy pick-
ings. Once the surge of briny water was spent, there’s no 
point in fish remaining longer. For here, they too are more 
vulnerable to predators in the shallow waters of the narrow 
stream; not just me, but otters and heron as well. That is 
partly why I think I had no takes during my afternoon’s chas-
ing of tide to sea. The sun of course did not help. In energy 

terms, it also makes sense for the fish to go with the inward 
flow and not resist the outward suck too much.

The local angling association has worked hard to restore 
and restock both the Griais and the Grioda to rivers that 
once again are worth fishing for a very reasonable price. 
They do not enjoy the status of the Grimersta, but they do 
offer a quiet and usually solitary experience in pleasant and 
interesting surroundings.

Let us hope fish farm proposals never succeed in Loch a 
Tuath. Whatever the international aquaculture lobby pleads, 
it is surely no coincidence that on the north and east coasts 
of Scotland, where there no fish farms, salmon and sea-
trout still thrive, whereas from Am Parbh to Girvan, almost 
without exception, every river is bereft of migratory fish. The 
Griais for the moment, remains an exception.

22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service

 Business & Personal
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A D V I C E
YOU CAN
T R U S T

Gress River - Angus Macdonald
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Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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1. Catriona Aonghais Dhomhnuill and 
Sine Bhridy, Lighthill

2. Chrissie (Gigs) Maclean, 39 Upper 
Coll 1988

3. Mary Anne Ullag, Upper Coll 1988

3

2

1

Tong 
Village Clean Up

  Saturday 29th April

Collecting from 
9.30am onwards
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their choice of Amarillo had every-
one clapping away while the visual 
impact amazed the audience!  

Thankfully the rain stopped briefly 
in between shows to allow eve-
ryone to make their way to the 
Caladh Inn for a well-earned tea 
- the chicken nuggets and chips 
went down very well! This refu-
elled the girls for the next perfor-
mance at 6pm.

The Back Rainbows and Brownies 
taking part loved the whole busy 
day, and their performances were 

brilliant. All the parents should be very proud of them for their hard work, dedi-
cation and impeccable behaviour throughout the whole day - well done girls!  

The Rainbows taking part were, Maisie Smith, Maisie Murray, Hannah 
Rough, Sophia MacLachlan, Layla MacKenzie, Erin MacIver and Jamie 
Catherine Macaskill. 

The Brownies taking part were Eva Graham, Bella Wilson, Ruby 
Macmillan, Ava Mackenzie, Charlotte Bayfield, Katie Murray, Jess 
Muir, Bethany Macritchie, Victoria Sobul, Amelia Mackay, Maree 
Martin and Cara Macritchie.

On the 4th March the Western Isles Girl Guide Association 
held their biennial Gang Show at An Lanntair with 
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and Seniors from Harris, 
Point, Stornoway and Back taking part in two fun sell out 
performances. Nineteen girls from Back Rainbows and 
Brownies took part in the Show in what was to be a very 
long day for the girls, with rehearsals starting before 11am 
and the final performance finishing at 7.30pm. 

The Back Rainbows were first on and looked fantastic in 
their tutus! They did a great wee dance routine that they 
choreographed themselves and a big shout out goes to the 
two remaining girls (Maisie Smith and Sophia Maclachlan) 
who stayed on to dance in the evening performance as 
well! It was a great start to the Show. 

The Gangshow show-
cased a continuing talent 
within the Western Isles 
with the other Rainbows, 
Brownie and Guide Units 
doing great performances 
in dancing, singing, acting 
and fiddle playing. Last on 
were Back Brownies who 
did an amazing Glowstick 
dance routine, this was an 
excellent finish to a highly 
entertaining show, and 

Back Brownies and Rainbows

▲ Back Brownies performers

Back Brownies glowstick ► 
performance

Top two images: Back Rainbows 
performance
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A big thank you goes out to everybody that vol-
unteers with the Girl Guiding Association, without 
them we wouldn't be able to have active Rainbows, 
Brownie and Guide Units within the Western Isles. 
Thank you to all the Leaders and those that helped 
out make the Gangshow such a success.  

If anyone has any girls from 5yrs-10yrs who are 
interested in joining the Back Rainbows or Brownies 
then please go online and register your interest at 
www.girlguiding.org.uk and your enquiry will 
come directly to us in Back. We are also always 
looking for adult helpers as well, so if you think 
you can spare an hour a week to help out with this 
very rewarding role then please don't hesitate to 
also register at www.girlguiding.org.uk, there is 
no age restriction, just an ability to have fun and 
make a difference!

In this article from Stornoway 
Gazette, 8 August 1958, the chil-
dren of Back were very taken with 
a strange animal that appeared in 
the village one day! 

Old
Gazette 
Clip

▲ All Gangshow participants

▲ Back Rainbows performance
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Material for publication in the MAY issue of Loch a Tuath News 
must be in before MONDAY 17th APRIL 2017
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Competition o
n Anti-Litter Theme

◄ Spring lamb, picture taken 
by Jonathan Maclean

▲ Pupils from Back at their 
sixth year dinner dance in 
December 2016. They are due 
to leave school at the end of 
this session.

Back Row (l to r) Kate 
Hartley-Oliver, Esther Martin, 
Joanna Maclean, Louie 
Macdonald, Clare Macdonald, 
Andrew Smith, Christina 
Macdonald, Michael Clark, 
Koren Pickering, Jonathan 
Anderson, Katie Carmichael, 
Luke Macphail, Lauren 
Howard, Jed Mackenzie, Beth 
Mackenzie

Front Row (l to r) Sam 
Macdonald, Erin Morrison, 
Eilidh Macleod, Eilidh 
Macdonald, Eilidh Murray, 
Chirsty Graham, Catriona 
Bain, Joe Blunt.
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