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This month you can find:
• Gaisgich Bhatasgeir          • 40th Reunion      • 100 Year Old NZ Bible

Plus: As Na Bailtean, Back in Time, Old Photos, Back FC and much more!
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Welcome to the May issue of Loch a 
Tuath News! I hope you all enjoyed 
the Easter break.  It was a very busy 
couple of weeks with us here in Col 
Uarach!  We managed to fit in a wee 
mainland trip, some catching up with 
family and friends, a 40th reunion 
(not mine!!) and a few chocolate eggs 
thrown in here and there too!  We are 
now into the final (and busiest!) term of 
the school year as well, which is very 
hard to believe.

In this month’s issue you can read 
all about the fantastic 
40th Reunion, which 
by all accounts was 
a great success, 
Gaisgich Bhatasgeir, 
the fascinating story 
of a 100 year old Bible 
from New Zealand, 
and all your usual 
favourites such as As 
na Bailtean, Back in 
Time and Old Photos. 
Speaking of old pho-
tos, a group photo 
published in our last 
issue which had no 
caption, generated a lot 
of interest so you can find it again this 

month - with names! 

Keep your articles and pictures coming 
in, if you have an idea for an article, or 
fancy putting pen to paper yourself then 
please send your suggestions/contribu-
tions in to us – we’d love to hear from 
you.  

As I write this, there is a hail storm and 
a bitter wind blowing – hopefully by the 

time the maga-

zine comes out you 
will be able to read it in 
some more pleasant 
conditions!

Wishing you all a 
blessed May,

Melanie

Cover photo courtesy 
of Impact Imagz.

Failte small pics 
courtesy of Clip Art 

Fest & Genius Quotes.

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: latneditor2@outlook.com
By post: Taigh Gone, 27 Upper Coll, HS2 0LS

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Fàilte

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 
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nan Gaidheal that the Lewis and Harris 
FA had approved a merger between Back 
and Point Football Clubs! The newly 
formed team, to be called Sgioba Loch a 
Tuath, were to have a blue and red strip 
(and presumably would have been spon-
sored by LATN?). As the day went on 
some could still be heard muttering about 
the practicalities of this most unlikely of 
alliances until they were asked to consult 
their calendars - yes it was 1 April! Well 
done to all at Radio nan Gaidheal for 
providing a memorable April Fool.

Coll
Congratulations
We wish to congratulate Mark Macdonald, 
son of Calum Iain and Peigi Anna, 9 Coll, 
on his achievement of becoming a sea 
Captain. At the moment his employment 
is with Cal-Mac on the MV Loch Seaforth. 
Calum Iain and Peigi, you must be very 
proud of your son to have reached this 
rank.  May he enjoy many years at sea!

Welcome
Welcome to the Muir family who have 
moved into 29 Coll. Jean Stewart's niece 
Kate, (daughter of Domhnall Alasdair), 
moved in a few months ago with her 
husband Johnny and daughter Jess, who 
attends Back School.  We wish you many 
happy years in your new home!

Gress
Condolences
The community was saddened to learn 
of the sudden passing of Chirsty Anne 
Mackay, No. 28, aged eighty nine.  Born 
in Point, where her mother belonged, 
she came to 47 Back, as her father was 
‘Spàigean’. When she married ‘Seoras 
a Chèic’, they made their home in the 
Swedish houses, thereafter moving to 
28 Gress. She was a hard worker, good 
friend to many, and always ready to lend 
a helping hand. Chirsty Anne was also 
one of the eldest communicants in Back 
Free Church, where her place was never 
empty. She was well looked after by her 
family, and had moved next door with 
her daughter Murdina, Murdo and family. 
We are thinking of Chirsty Anne’s family, 
and her remaining brother Norman, and 

As NA 
BAilteAN

a' Choilean). It is thought-provoking to 
note that six war deaths were recorded 
in the small communities of Buaile an 
Ochd and Brevig between February and 
May of 1917.

90th Birthdays
Two former neighbours from the 
Poileagan have reached the milestone 
birthday of 90 years. Sheila Macleod 
(Sheila a' Phocaid) was born in December 
1926 and was brought up at 5 New 
Street, Back before moving to her marital 
home in Newton, Stornoway.  Murdina 
MacMillan (Murdag Ghurais) was born 
in March 1927; she was brought up at 
1 New Street, Back and resides at Kirk 
Care, Matheson Road, having recent-
ly moved there from Kennedy Terrace 
where she lived for many years. We send 
our belated congratulations to both ladies 
and wish them continued good health for 
the future.

Best wishes
Mrs Aline MacDonald, 20 Broadbay View 
recently retired from a long career in 
nursing. She worked at the Western Isles 
Hospital since it opened in 1992, latterly 
based in Medical Ward 2. Prior to this 
she worked in the old County Hospital. 
We wish Aline a well-earned and relaxing 
break from her duties. 

Home on Holiday
Friends and former neighbours were 
pleased to see Ray and Cathie Ann 
Smith and their daughter Isla back home 
on holiday. Prior to moving to Oban in 
the mid 1990s they lived at Cathie Ann's 
family home at 10 New Street, Back 
(Tigh a' Nullaig). We hope they enjoyed 
their time with us. 

Springwatch
We entered April hopeful that the mild 
and sunny conditions we enjoyed for 
much of winter and early Spring would 
prevail. Unfortunately a persistent cold 
north-west wind accompanied by heavy 
showers dampened the spirits of locals 
and visitors alike during the Easter holi-
days. At one time this season was the 
busiest of all but peat cutting and potato 
planting are a thing of the past for most 
households now. The equinoctial tides 
this year were rather disappointing for 
the handful of locals who scour the 
sands at Back in search of razorfish 
(mursaigean). Tides which did not go out 
far enough combined with a heavy swell 
were blamed for the lower than expected 
yield. We live in hope that the current 
poor weather may yet give way to a glori-
ous summer - we're certainly due one!

April Fools
Some local residents just about choked 
on their cornflakes one recent Saturday 
morning on hearing the news from Radio 

BACk/VAtisker
Bereavements
We regret to record two bereavements 
connected with the Back/Vatisker district 
which have occurred in recent weeks

John N MacDonald
Born in 1937 Iain Thormoid Neillan 
(Piseag) was named after his mother's 
cousin John Nicolson, 1 Coll, one of six 
men who drowned in Bathadh Chuil in 
1922. Upon leaving school he entered 
National Service where he was stationed 
in Aden and Northern Ireland and when 
he returned home to 25 Vatisker he 
worked as a fisherman and a weaver. 
John will perhaps be best remembered 
as one of the greatest footballers in the 
history of Back FC. During the 1950s and 
60s his prolific goalscoring talent helped 
to bring home the silverware in num-
erous cup competitions which includ-
ed seven Eilean an Fhraoich Cup suc-
cesses. Following an illness borne with 
patience and dignity he passed away 
in hospital on 24 March aged 79 years. 
We extend our sympathy to his brother 
Norman in Brevig, his sisters Murdina in 
Stornoway and Mary Joan in Dumbarton 
and to his nieces and nephews. 

Christina A Mackay
Ciorstaidh Ann Spagain, the eldest of 
seven in the family of John and Murdina 
Maciver was born in Bayble in 1927 and 
brought up at 47 Back. She and her 
late husband George Mackay (Seoras a' 
Cheic) settled in the newly built Swedish 
houses at Broadbay View and with her 
passing the last link with those original 
young couples who moved there in the 
early 1950's has gone. They later moved 
to George's family home at 28 Gress with 
their two daughters - a son Roderick had 
earlier died in infancy. A faithful Christian 
witness, Ciorstaidh Ann was a communi-
cant member in the Back congregation 
since 1955. She passed away peacefully 
at home on 31 March aged 89 years. We 
extend our condolences to her daughters 
Ciorstag Ann at 6 Coll, Murdina at 28 
Gress and their families and to her sur-
viving siblings: Katie Mary (Black Isle), 
Norman (65 Back), Eva (Australia) and 
Annie (27 Gress). 

Arras Centenary
Commemorative events took place in 
France last month to mark the cen-
tenary of the Battle of Arras on the 
Western Front. So ferocious was the 
fighting in this offensive the average daily 
death toll exceeded that of the Somme 
or Passchendaele. Among the 18,000 
Scottish fatalities were two young men 
from Vatisker: twenty three year old John 
Ferguson, 32 Vatisker and twenty four 
year old Norman Macleod, 14 Vatisker. 
Both men were uncles of the Macleod 
family, formerly of 23 Vatisker (teaghlach 
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◄ Congratulation to 
Kevin and Kathryn Smith, 

Milkinghill Cottage, 
Tong on the arrival 

of their daughter 
Edith Mary 
Smith, born 18th 
January.  Edith is 
a granddaughter 
for Ian and Nana 
Lamont, 5 Tong.  
Best wishes to 
you all!

◄ Rachael J 
Macdonald, 
daughter of 
Jamie & Anne 
MacDonald, East 
Kilbride, grand-
daughter of Janet 
and the late 
James (Jimsy) 
Macdonald, 9 
Gress and the 
late Harry and 
Etta Cameron 
(formerly 
Westview Terr 
and Lewis Street, 
Stornoway), 
Graduated 
with a BA (with 
Distinction) in 
English & Film 
from Edinburgh 
Napier 
University.

Upper Coll  ►
News Dance 

Names

L-R: Lauren 
Lapsley, Aleah 

MacDonald, 
Kara Campbell 

(Upper 
Coll), Isla 

Ovenstone, 
Malina Asku, 

Hannah 
Stewart (Upper 
Coll) and Lynn 
Maclean, their 

teacher.

Hannah  Stewart 
(Upper Coll) ▼

Jamie and  ►
Lauren 

Maciver 
(Upper Coll)

◄ The late Mrs Alexina 
Cumming on her 90th 
birthday (Upper Coll)

BailteanPictures,.A,.s na
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on 7 April 2017 in Borve Free Church. 
A reception followed in the Cabarfeidh 
Hotel, Stornoway. We wish the newly-
wed couple many happy years of mar-
ried life.

New Baby
Catriona and Scott MacRury, South 
Galson, welcomed baby Archie Andrew, 
weighing in at 9lbs, on 13 April 2017.

Archie is a new grandson for Carolyn 
and Neil MacRury, Borve and for louise 
and Andrew Reeves, Upper Coll. We 
send our congratulations and very  best 
wishes to Catriona and Scott, and wish 
baby Archie well.

Highland Dancers
Two young Upper Coll girls, Kara 
Campbell, Miramar, 40 b Upper Coll, 
and Hannah Stewart, Kealasay, 19 
Upper Coll, had great success at the 
Harris Dancing Society Competition on 
Saturday 25 March. Kara, aged 5, got 
a third and a fourth place, and Hannah, 
aged 6, a first, a second and a third place. 
Both girls dance with the Lynn Maclean 
School of dance. Congratulations to you 
both, and we look forward to hearing of 
more dancing successes!

After her marriage to William Cumming, 
17 Upper Coll, the couple moved to 
Stornoway. Very sadly, Alexina was wid-
owed at 29 years of age and was left to 
bring up their three children, Murdina, 
Alex and Christine on her own. She 
worked hard, and diligently cared for her 
family. Loch a Tuath News readers will 
remember the ‘chat’ with D.A. Stewart 
and Alexina in the October 2014 issue of 
the magazine, when Alexina was 94. In 
that article Alexina said “Being widowed 
so soon, some of my relations were want-
ing to take one or two of the children, but 
I refused and I persevered to bring them 
up myself, and I am very fortunate to 
have them living close to me, and I can 
rely on them to help me, if I need any-
thing. I am a great granny, and I hope that 
some of my own family will be great gran-
nies and great grandfathers someday.”

Alexina was a warm, lovely lady and she 
will be greatly missed by all her family. 
She was the last surviving member of 
her school class in Back School, many of 
whom also reached their tenth decade.

Her funeral service took place from 
the Free Church Seminary, Stornoway, 
where a large crowd gathered to pay their 
last respects, testament to a much-loved 
member of their congregation.

We extend our sympathy 
to all the family at this 
sad time.

Home from Hospital
It is good to report that 
Catriona Stewart, 34 
Upper Coll is now back 
home after her pro-
longed stay in Ospadal 
nan Eilean. Very best 
wishes are sent to 
Catriona. We are sure 
she will be glad to be 
‘in the mix’ again!

Wedding 
Congratulations
Congratulations and 
best wishes are sent 
to Jamie and Lauren 
Maciver on the occa-
sion of their marriage. 
Jamie is the son of 
Norman and Kathleen, 
Upper Coll, and grand-
son of Calum Dan 
and Peggy, Upper 
Coll  and D.M. and 
the late Janet (Glen) 
Macritchie, Stornoway. 
Lauren is the daugh-
ter of Donald (Ba) and 
Isabelle Macdonald, 
Borve. Jamie and 
Lauren were married 
by Rev James Maciver 

sisters Katie Mary, Eva and Annie.

We extend our sympathy to Joan 
Anderson, No. 7, on the death of her 
sister in law Barbella Rankin, age 57, late 
of Stornoway. We also think of husband 
Donald, and the rest of the family

Visits from Overseas
Swanny and Morag had a cousin visit-
ing them from Alberta, Canada. She 
is a granddaughter of the late ‘Katie 
Ann Mhurchadh Raghnailt’, Back, who 
emigrated to Canada in the twenties.  
She visited all her relatives between 
Inverness, Lewis and Harris, and she 
enjoyed her holidays in spite of the 
weather not being very favourable.

Nan, Post Office, Gress, had happy 
Easter holidays when her son Calum, 
along with his wife Debbie and son 
Euan were home from Australia.  Though 
the weather wasn’t favourable, Euan 
enjoyed spending time with his Granny!

toNG
Village Condolences
We extend our sincere sympathy to 
Anne and Iain Mackenzie, 5 Milking 
Hill, following the death of Anne’s dad 
Willie (Logan) Murray. We also remem-
ber Willie’s grandchildren Ewan, Ivor and 
Iona, and the extended family at this very 
sad time for them all.

Get Well Wishes
We send our best wishes to some of 
our villagers who have been in hospital 
recently or are still unwell. They are Katie 
Bell MacIver (bean Sky), 17 Clachan 
Biorach, who recently got out of hospi-
tal; we also remember Rachel MacIver, 
8 Morrison Terrace, Calum Iain Murray 
(Kim),5 Tong, Iain Macleod (Mashie), 
Taradale, Nancy Maclean, 15 Tong, Willie 
(Isles) Macleod, 25 Aird Tong, Mary Ann 
Macleod, 6 Aird Tong and Mrs Dollag 
King, Ford Terrace.

We assure them all and their families that 
they are very much in the thoughts and 
prayers of the community,

Tong Caraidean
Following a light lunch on Saturday 15th 
April, the Caraidean committee wish to 
convey their sincere thanks to all who 
helped to make it such a huge success. 
The total sum raised in aid of their forth-
coming holiday was £648.00.

Upper Coll
Sympathy
It is with sadness that we record the 
passing of Mrs Alexina Cumming (Culac), 
formerly of 18 Upper Coll, on 4 April 2017 
at the age of 97.

Gaz
ette Clip 1929

LATN May 2017.indd   5 27/04/2017   23:07:56



6

On Thursday 13th April, I was able to return a Gaelic 
Bible which had belonged to George MacAskill, (Seoras 
a' Bhideanaich), Lighthill to his daughter Catriona in 
Stornoway.

I had received a call from a friend of mine, Donald 
Mackay, in Eoropie wanting to find out if I knew of the 
family of George, who was a P.O.W. in Germany in 1915, 
as his Bible had turned up in New Zealand and the pre-
sent owner wished it to be returned to the family. 

After it arrived, I spoke to Mr Ian Cameron from 
Devon, (the Sender), and he told me that his great, 
great Grandfather had emigrated to South Island 
in 1886, and owned a sheep farm called Braemar, 
near Morrinsville. He had grown up a Gaelic speaker 
- going to school without being able to speak English 

- much the same as many in Lewis at that time. His 
grandfather and son (Ian’s father) had their own farm in 
Kiwitahi, Morrinsville. It is not known how the Bible ended up there.

Other names in it are Donald Macinnes, 20 Kirkibost and Jessie Mackenzie, 1 Aird Uig. 

We have already been in touch with the family at Kirkibost, but if anyone can help with any more information, please 
contact us at Loch a Tuath News. 

W. Maclean

IOO Year Old Bible Returns Home

▲ Catriona, daughter of Seòras a' Bhideanaich, with the bible

Seoras a' Bhideanaich was one of four 
locals taken prisoner 1914-18 and served 4 
years as P.O.W. in Germany while serving 
with R.N.D. where they suffered a lot with 
lack of food. One of them wrote home and 
mentioned that "Mr Acras" was there and 
when Kelson, 33 Coll, who had a shop 
heard about the letter he sent them a  huge 
box of food which they got, ate and were 
so thankful for.

L-R: Geadaidh, 48 Back, Iain Beag Mhic 
Murdo, 9 Upper Coll, Dòmhnall 'an Bhaìn, 
Gearraidh Ghuirm, Seòras a' Bhideanaich, 
Lighthill.
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Presentation to Rev A Montgomery on the occasion of his retirement as minister of Back Free Church, 1994.

L-R: Angus Macdonald, elder (Aonghas Bhragair), Ishbel Maciver (banntrach Choinneagan), Rev A Montgomery, Mrs C Montgomery, 
Rev M Macaulay, Katie Ann Macleod (Katie Ann Pheter), George Morrison, elder (Seòras Thiugs)

A Back School Advanced Division II Class circa 1934-35

Back Row (L-R): William Murray (mac Phòshan), D.W. Macrae (King Dhòmhnaill and Mhurchaidh), Norman Macleod (Bol Pheter). 
Alasdair Macleod (mac Bhast), John Murdo Maciver (mac Dhòmhnaill an Bhàin), Donald Nicolson (Dòmhnall Choddy)

Front Row (L-R): John Macdonald (mac Choinnich Tomaisean), Sandy Murray (Sandy Alex Ruaraidh), Margaret M Maciver (Maggie 
Mhurchaidh Ailein), Mary J Murray (Lididh), Margaret Murray (Màiread Sheumais), Donald Munro (mac Tuiliban), Murdo Macleod 
(Murchadh Aonghais Dhòmhnaill), Ina Smith - Teacher

From
 the A

rchives...
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Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams   ●   Spectacles   ●   Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                                 700808
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From the Manse
Delighting in the Bible
One of the highlights of our time in Uganda was when a little 
girl from God is Good Nursery and School recited all thirty-
nine books of the Old Testament perfectly.  It was a special 
moment.  This seven-year-old child loved and treasured her 
Bible.  She engaged with the Scriptures every day.  

She reminded me of an anecdote Charles H Spurgeon once 
shared concerning a little girl who delighted in her Bible.  It is 
told in Spurgeon’s timeless classic Feathers for Arrows:

‘When Mr Hone, who wrote the ‘Every-day Book,’ and was of 
sceptical views, was travelling through Wales, he stopped at 
a cottage to ask for a drink of water, and a little girl answered 
him, ‘Oh, yes sir, I have no doubt mother will give you some 
milk.  Come in.’  

He went in and sat down.  The little girl was reading her Bible.  
Mr Hone said, ‘Well, my little girl, you are getting your task?’  
‘No sir, I am not,’ she replied, ‘I am reading the Bible.’  

‘Yes,’ said he, ‘you are getting your task out of the Bible?’  
Oh no,’ she replied, ‘it is no task to read the Bible.  I love the 
Bible.’  

‘And why do you love the Bible?’ said Mr Hone.  

Her simple, childlike answer was. ‘I thought everybody loved 
the Bible.’

Her own love for the precious volume had made her inno-
cently believe that everybody else was equally delighted to 
read God’s Word.

Mr Hone was so touched with the sincerity of that expression, 
that he felt persuaded to read the Bible himself, and instead 
of being an opponent to the things of God, came to be a 
friends of divine truth.’

Many people were once opponents of God’s Word before 
becoming friends of divine truth.  When a person comes to 
know Christ as their Saviour they warm to the Word of God 
and develop an appetite for its pages.  As we read, so we 
discover more and more of Jesus Christ.

Do you know this Jesus?  Would you like to know Him?  
An open Bible is the best way to pursue Jesus.  Follow the 
example of the two little girls and come to Christ through His 
Word.  

‘Truly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the Kingdom of 
God like a child shall not enter it’ (Mark 10:15).

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during May 2017 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 7 May
11am:  Rev Donald A Macdonald
11am:  Rev Kenneth M Ferguson   (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 14 May
11am:  Rev Kenneth M Ferguson
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod     (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod 

Sunday 21 May
11am:  Mr David Macdonald 
6pm:  Mr David Macdonald 

Sunday 28 May
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
11am:  Rev Donald A Macdonald    (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 7 May
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 14 May
6pm:   Mr Iain A Mackinnon     (Gaelic)

Sunday 21 May
11am:  No Service 

Sunday 28 May
6:30pm:  Mr Neil Murray (Gaelic)

May Service Times 

LATN May 2017.indd   9 27/04/2017   23:08:00



10

Murdo Campbell, 6 Vatisker
Murchadh 'an Durl was the eld-

est son of John and Christina 
Campbell. While serving 

with the Merchant Navy 
he contracted an illness 
and was invalided home. 
He died six months later 
on 9 April 1944 aged 
27 years. His brother 
Norman, who served 
with the RNR, was 
engaged in the rescue 
operations at Dunkirk 
in 1940; his sister Katie 

Mary was a nurse dur-
ing the war years. Post-

war both Norman and Katie 
Mary settled in Inverness - the 

former was married to Doileag 
Ailig John, 63 Coll. Their sister Ciorstag married Murdo 
Morrison, Ness (Murchadh 'an Poderan) and lived at the 
old family home where they raised their daughter Murdina 
and their three sons: John Murdo (Vidue, 82 Coll), John 
Norman (Aberdeen) and John (Stornoway) of whom only 
John Norman survives. No. 6 Vatisker is the only address 
in the village where a loss was incurred in both world 
wars; Murdo's cousin Murdo Macleod (Murchadh Broon) 
was invalided out in WW1 and died in 1917. 

Alexander Martin, 17 Vatisker
Sandy an Tagalaidh was 
lost on 25 December 1943 
aged 29 years aboard 
HMT Kingston Beryl 
which sank north west 
of Islay after hitting two 
British-laid mines which 
had broken free. All 27 
crew who included one 
other Lewisman were 
lost. In an obituary in 
the Stornoway Gazette a 
correspondent from Point 
wrote of his friend: "Sandy 
was a rare jewel. He had a 
charming character and a quiet 
and lovable nature. He shared in all 
his friends' activities, maintained always a balanced and 
steady outlook on life and was an example of temperance 
and good nature." Sandy was the son of Alexander Martin 
(Alasdair a' Chobie, 59 Back) and Dolina (nee Macrae, 38 
Vatisker). They had three sons and four daughters - William 
and Donald went to America; Bella lived in England; 
Hannah married John Mackenzie, 26 Back (Iain Beag 
Iain Thormoid) and lived at Reay Cottage; Agnes married 
Donald Mackenzie (Domhnall Choinnich Thormoid) and 
lived at Well Cottage, Lighthill while the youngest daugh-
ter Dolina lived at the old family home with her husband 
Norman Macleod (Tormod Shiaboist). Agnes served with 
the WRNS during the war years. Dolina was the last of 
teaghlach an Tagalaidh and passed away in 2012.

Norman Maciver, 37 Vatisker
Tormod Mairi Thobain was the son 

of Mary Maciver whose hus-
band Hugh Maciver (Uisdean 

Alasdair Chailein) of Assynt 
had family ties with 19 
Coll. Hugh died when the 
family of four sons and 
one daughter were very 
young. Norman served 
with the Merchant Navy, 
latterly aboard the ill-
fated Empire Light. This 
ship was torpedoed 

north of the Seychelles in 
April 1941 by the German 

raider Pinguin whose crew 
rescued the survivors. On 8 

May 1941 this prison ship was 
in turn sunk by the British destroyer 

HMS Cornwall and among the fatalities were Norman who 
was aged 30 years and Murdo MacDonald, 32 Gress. A 
year before his demise he married Mary Ann MacGregor 
of Shader, Point and the young couple made their home in 
Glasgow. Mary Ann was the daughter of James MacGregor, 
formerly 59 Back (Seumas Eachainn) and the sister of the 
late Mary MacDonald, 35 Gress (Bean Ailein Hector). 
Norman's brothers Colin and Hugh (Hoogary) served with 
the RNR; their uncle Murdo Macleod who also resided at 
37 Vatisker served with the Merchant Navy. Colin was a 
survivor from HMS Carinthia which was sunk by a U-boat 
in 1940. Norman's closest local relations are the descend-
ants of Mrs Isabella Macleod, 47 Vatisker (Bean Aonghais 
Dhomhnaill) who was Mairi Thobain's sister; their brother 
Donald (Pichidh) was married at 27 Coll.

John Macleod, Lighthill
Iain Uilleim Dhomhnaill, the son 
of William Macleod, served in 
the Merchant Navy in peace 
time and also during the 
war years. His mother 
Mary (nee Maciver, 34 
Back) was William's sec-
ond wife but she passed 
away in 1911 when their 
family was very young. 
John contracted an ill-
ness while on service in 
the Indian Ocean and died 
aged 37 years in a hospital 
in Karachi in November 1942. 
News of his death was sent by 
letter to his sister Catherine at the 
family home by Alfred Holt and Co., Shipowners, Liverpool. 
Three of his brothers also served, all of them with the 
Merchant Navy: Murdo (Murdigan Uilleim), 52 Coll, Donald, 
42 Gress and Alexander (Bobshie), 31 Gress. John's death 
was the third loss the family experienced during a short 
period; his brother Calum Iain died at sea in March 1939 and 
his sister Mrs Isabella Murray passed away in April 1940. 
Their sister Mary (Bean Shandaidh Tuilidh) lived at 1 Church 

Gaisgich Bhatasgeir 1939 - 1945
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Street, Vatisker - she was the last member of teaghlach 
Uilleim Dhomhnaill and died in 1987.

Samuel Graham, Lighthill
The district's first fatality of WW2 was Samuel Graham (mac 
Aonghais Mhurchaidh Ghreum). His father Angus was born 
at 16 Back and married Effie Macleod, 43 Vatisker. Their 
family of two sons and two daughters were raised in a 
blackhouse at Lighthill which was situated between Taigh 
Jack and Taigh Milo. Samuel, who served with the RNR, 
was one of 833 men who lost their lives in one of the first 
major disasters of the war: the sinking of HMS Royal Oak 
on 14 October 1939. In a remarkable act of seamanship 
and daring, the commander of U-47 managed to breach 
the defences at the seemingly impregnable haven of 
Scapa Flow in Orkney to deliver a shattering blow to British 

morale just six weeks after 
the conflict had started. 
Samuel was survived by 
his wife Wilhelmina of 
South Shields, County 
Durham. Two first cous-
ins of Samuel's, Donald 
MacDonald and his 
brother Samuel, both 
of 8 Aird Tong were 
among the district's fall-
en of WW1. His closest 
relations in Back were the 
family of another first cousin 
Donald Macleod, 2 New Street 
(Doo) - four of his sons served King and Country in WW2.

The Fallen of Vatisker 1939 - 1945

This first appeared in The Village of Vatisker Croft History 
1700-1992 by Comann Eachdraidh Sgìr’ a’ Bhac.

The name Vatisker is of Norse origin and there is some 
evidence of Norse occupation in the distant past, espe-
cially in the place names. The part of the village called 
Breibhig is certainly Norse, and the part now called Buaile 
'n Ochd was previously known as Corcabhaig This name 
is definitely Norse.  The shore area of this place is called 
Mol Mòr Chorcabhaig.

The name Buaile 'n Ochd came into being, according to 
folklore, because the proprietor wanted to settle eight fami-
lies there, so that there would be eight men there to man 
a fishing boat.

There are eight crofts in the area at present but before it 
was crofted it was named in an old map as Breastfield.

Before the road from Vatisker to Breibhig was made the 
area was solid moorland and there was a small loch there 
called Loch Broan. The old name for this area was Blàr na 
Gèadh and according to an old Ordnance Survey map the 
Breibhig road was known as Geesefield Road.

About 30 yards east of where the Breibhig road descends to 
the shore there used to be a spring from which the people 
used to get their water. It was known as Fuaran Bhreibhig. 
Beside it there is a cutting called the 'Taigh Staille', where 
at one time whisky was distilled.

The land above this was once tilled for potatoes and it was 
called 'Talamh an Argaid' because of the coins which were 
dug up, some from the time of George III.

There is another area called 'Buaile a' Bhac’ which was 
probably named because it was on the Back boundary. 
There was an old grain kiln there in front of where the 
house of 4 Vatisker is today.

There was another kiln opposite 5 Vatisker and another at 
Breibhig on the common grazings opposite 25 Vatisker.

At the place where the Vatisker burn 'Allt Chuilerigridh' 
flows into the sea at 'Tràigh Reabac’ and toward the 
'Mol Mor', there is evidence of old houses having been 
there. This area was referred to as 'An t-Elar' or 'Baile na 
Ghanamheach' and it is very fertile for potatoes.

The first time Vatisker appears in official records as a farm 
or tack was in 1718.  The tacksman was a man called 
Fraser.  In the ensuing there were different tacksmen.  In 
1740 the name in records is John Mackenzie, and also 
mentioned is a widow Macaulay. In 1760 the name is 
Donald Maciver, in 1776, William Maciver, in 1777 the 
name is again, Donald Maciver.  In 1786 it appears as 
William Maciver junior, who could be a son of William 
Maciver senior, who was then tacksman at Upper Coll. In 
1787 the tacksman was Kenneth Morrison, and in 1789 he 
appears in official records in Register House, Edinburgh, 
as suing his neighbours for letting their beasts stray onto 
his land.  Some were from the south end of Back and some 
from Vatisker, who were probably sub-tenants of his.  The 
next tacksman was Colin Maciver, who also had the tack 
at Upper Coll, and lived there.  He had the tack until 1828 
and he is on record as paying rent of £155.25 per annum. 
It is not clear if this sum included both farms.

In 1829 the Vatisker Farm was lotted into 29 crofts and 
the first rental roll appears in 1830.   In 1831 the number 
of crofts was increased to 46.  More were added in 1858 
and 1871 and 1876, making a total of 51 crofts, as they 
are today.

In the early 1800s a schoolhouse was built by the Church at 
a place they used to call 'A Slugaid'.   This is the site where 
William Macdonald, the bus operator, built his house.  This 
schoolhouse, as far as we know, was first occupied by 
Angus Maciver, a teacher from Uig. He was succeeded 
by Angus Macleod, a Catechist, from the Isle of Skye. 
After his death, his daughter Kate lived there.  Following 
her death, the house was demolished.  It is interesting to 
note that this year (1992) a visitor from Argentina, Andrew 
Stewart, visited the site. He is a great, great grandson of 
Angus Macleod.

The Township of Vatisker
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agam uab-
hasach math. Bha i a’ leughadh tòrr mu dheidhinn.

Beachd agamsa air Sgwiggles: Tha mi a’ smaoineachadh 
gu bheil Sgwiggles math agus thug mi tòrr uine air.

Air a Sgriobhadh le Bella Wilson.

Primary Seven Transition Day
Our P7 pupils enjoyed an action-packed morning up 
in the Castle Grounds. They met up with P7 children 
from other schools and participated in orienteering tasks 
together.  

Easter Assembly

The Easter Assembly was 
held in Back Free Church 
at the end of term. The 
children were addressed 
by the minister on the 
theme was “Empty is 
Good.” We would like to 
thank the congregation of 
Back for inviting us to the 
church and for the Easter 
gifts received by all the 
pupils. 

Funky socks Day
We took part in the 2017 
Lots of Socks Day. Pupils were dressed in all different 
types of socks to raise awareness of Down’s syndrome. 
By supporting this we allow people living with Down’s 
syndrome across Scotland to realise their full potential 
and improve their lives. As a school we raised a total of 
£76.00.

SSPCA
Mr Calum Watt visited the school at the end of term 
three. He spoke to us about the important work which 
the SSPCA carry out. Through participating in interactive 
workshops they learned about animal welfare and about 
the diverse range of wildlife we have living in Scotland.

Taigh Tasgaidh Nan Dìneasairean
Rinn an clas agamsa taigh tasgaidh leis na dìneasairean 
againn. Bha sinn a’ dèanamh seo air 23.03.17. Thàinig 
a’ h-uile clas anns an sgoil gu an taigh tasgaidh againn. 
Dh’fheumadh iad a pàigheadh airson ticead. An uair sin 
fhuair iad a-steach. Anns an dealbh seo tha mi a’ seall-
tainn an dìneasair agam Sgwiggles agus am fosail agam 
gu Evee ann an clas 2.

Anns an dealbh seo tha Mrs Smith a’ faighneachd cei-
stean mu dheidhinn Sgwiggles. Thuirt i bha an dìneasair 

Sgoil a’ Bhac

Dineasairean

◄ Easter service
▼ Mr Calum Watt with G6-7
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“I think it is a very good idea because you will know the 
people that you met at the transition day when going up to 
the Nicolson. My favourite part was the orienteering task 
where we had to follow clues and my map-reading skills 
were put to the test.”

Rebekah GP7

Iapan
Tha sinn ann an Gaidhlig 6/7 air a bhi ag ionnsachadh 
mu dheidhinn an dùthaich Iapan. Dh’ionnsaich sinn mun 
na diofar feartan-tìre. Fhuair sinn a-mach gu bheil cuid 
de Iapan lann beanntan agus pìosan eile a tha le còmh-
nardan rèidh ìosal. Rinn sinn tòrr obair mu thimcheall 

bholcànothan ann an Iapan agus gu h-araid fiosrachadh 
mu dheidhinn Beinn Fuji, a bheinn as àirde ann an iapan.

Rinn sinn rannsachadh air an aodach traidiseanta a bhith-
eas orra agus am biadh a bhitheas iad ag ith.

Memorial Service
On Tuesday 21st March we held a memorial service for 
Mr Brian Gillen, our school cook, who passed away sud-
denly at the beginning of term. Together, we remembered 
Brian in different ways. GP1/2 sang a song which Brian 
often listened to them practising. EP1/2 described their 
favourite foods. EP3/4/5 read a poem they had created 
called “Recipe for a school cook”. GP3/4/5 presented a 

poem they wrote about Brian. G6/7 retold 
some of their own favourite, personal mem-
ories of Brian. E5/6/7 read a poem called 
“The Dash”.

The school chaplain, Rev C.I MacLeod and 
Louise Laing, catering manager, were in 
attendance and spoke warmly of Brian’s 
contribution to the school.

Netball Club – Net Wars Party – 29th 
March 2017
Tha sinne air a bhidh a’ cluich ball-lìn airson 
dà bhliadhna agus tha sinn air a bhidh aig 
aon farpais, far a’ bhuannaich sinn. Dh’ 
ionnsaich sinn tòrr sgilean agus doighean-
obrach ùr. Tha na coidsaichean againn air 

1.+ 4. Making tasty chicken stir-fry;  2. Enjoying our meal;  3. Not too sure of the Tofu

1.

2.

3.
4.

February Achievers
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a bhi cho mìorbhaileach agus bha iad an còmhnaidh ri ar 
taobh tro na bliadhnaichean. Tha sinn uile an dòchas gum 
faigh sinn a-steach gu sgioba ball-lìn an àird-Sgoil!

Comic Relief
On Friday the 24th of March we held a fundraiser for 
Comic Relief. We raised an amazing total of £473.It was 
a very successful day with all the stalls and other events. 
Without all the pupils and their contributions we would 
never have raised as much as we did. Pupil Council would 
like to thank everybody who donated to this worthy cause.  
Written By: Kitty Maciver and Louise Maciver 

Farewell
The school 
said farewell 

to Catherine Nicolson, school cleaner, at the end of Term 3. 
As a staff we held a tea party and presented Catherine with 
gifts to show our appreciation for her hard work and dedica-
tion to her work in her time with us at Sgoil a’ Bhac. We bid 
a fond farewell to her and wish her all the best for the future.

Eco-School Update
One of the issues concerning the committee was the 
amount of litter around the school playground. A rota has 
been put in place where all classes have a responsibil-
ity to be on litter-picking duty for a week at a time. The 
pupils have taken this on board and over the weeks a 
vast improvement has been noted. Also the committee 
are encouraging pupils to collect plastic bottle lids. Please 
continue to support this.

Comic Relief

Our FundraisersPin the nose winner!

Nose and spoon race!

Raffling the last 2 noses Splat!

Pupil Council
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Well I’ll be bowled!
They say all good things must 
come to an end but try telling that 
to Calum Iain Macdonald or John 
Norman Macleod as they came 
so close but left so far from the 
silverware on offer on the final 
two nights of the Back bowling 
season.

Let’s start with the league. Calum 
Iain went into the final night at 
the top of the tree with Duncan 
Maclean a couple of branches 
below him. Calum Iain’s first 
match saw him in a triple team 
against a pair which can be a 
disadvantage although the poor 
form of his team-mates Peter 
O’Donnell and Kenny Macleod 
probably contributed more, sorry 
Calum.

Duncan came through his match 
unscathed and Calum Iain’s hopes were now as thin as 
the hair on Duncan’s head. Thirty minutes later it was 
all over and Duncan had retained his championship tro-
phy which everyone agreed was thoroughly deserved, 
the jammy so and so!

The following week matters turned to the eagerly 
awaited singles tournament. The surprise packet of the 
night was John Norman Macleod who proved his close 
win over Peter O’Donnell was no fluke as he claimed 
the scalp of last year’s runner-up Duncan Maclean in 
the semi-final.

On the other side of the draw last year’s winner 
James Macleod powered his way to the final with 
a fine win over Cab Stewart who was 

determined to rekindle his win-
ning streak of 2014 but found 
James just too hot to handle.

The final was an epic encounter 
with the match swaying one 
way then another as the whole 
Bowling club stayed behind to 
cheer on their favourite. The 
crowd were with John Norman 
as he had never won the sin-
gles in his illustrious career but 
James was not in a sympa-
thetic mood and never let John 
Norman get too far ahead of him. 

As befitting a classic encounter it 
went to the wire, then to the last 
bowl and then we had a winner. 
James had the last bowl and as it 
crept agonisingly close to the jack 
it somehow found few more turns 

to leave it lying shot and he had won for the second 
year running. John Norman didn’t deserve to lose but 
neither did James. What a final and well done to both 
of them.

Bowls

P. O'Donnell
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Roving Reporters
Naomi, Sarah, Neve, Ruby, Katie, Samya, 
Rosena, Ellie, Liam, Joel and Owen have 
been keeping readers up to date with all 
the news from Tong School.  

Nursery News  
The Nursery children and P1/2 
shared their learning about the 
‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’ 
story at a recent assembly. The 
whole school sat very patiently as the 
children re-told the classic tale with fun 
actions and great expression. The short pres-
entation ended with the ‘Goldilocks’ song which 
many in the audience remembered from their own 
Nursery days!  

Naidheachdan Roinn na Gàidhlig
The whole school, from Nursery to Primary Seven, par-
ticipated in two Gaelic Drama workshops organised by 
Comunn na Gàidhlig. Rachel Kennedy led the sessions 
and it was an enjoyable way to combine Drama with 
learning new vocabulary.  We were delighted to hear 
of Rachel’s new position as Gaelic Arts and Creative 
Industries Development Officer at An Lanntair, and send 
best wishes from all at Tong School. 

Easter Assembly
‘Empty is good’ was the Easter 
message delivered by Reverend 
Macleod at our Easter Assembly 
on 29th March. Some children read 
poems and Bible verses and we 
were joined by family and friends. 
We were delighted to receive hol-
low chocolate eggs (to emphasise 
the empty tomb) and juice as a gift 
from Tong Mission House. Mr Calum 

Tong School

Martin, an elder from 
Tong Mission House and 

Back Free Church, present-
ed a very generous donation 

from the church to Mrs Mackay. 
The monetary donation will go towards 

purchasing new books for the school and we 
thank the church most sincerely for their kind gift. 

Easter Egg Craft 
Both nursery groups and the whole school enjoyed deco-
rating eggs as a fun activity organised by Rachel from the 
local Tesco store. All the eggs, pens and craft materials 
were provided by Tesco and there were some very creative 
eggs on display. We were also given an opportunity to find 
out about hot cross buns and see (and smell) all the spices 
used to make the buns. Thank you to Rachel for taking the 

time to organise all the 
activities. 

Gardening Corner 
This term is a busy 
time of year for garden-
ers. We have been so 
pleased with the help 
pupils have given us 
this year. We would like 
to give a special thank 
you to Mrs Murray (a 
grandparent) for a 
most welcome dona-
tion of a large variety 
of seed packets. We 
are  carefully tending 
to our seedlings which 
shall be put on sale at 
the school when they 
have bloomed. We 

have also prepared a bug hotel which is ready for business 
and all minibeasts are welcome! The strawberries have been 
covered in straw so that when they grow into nice strong 
strawberries they won’t have to be lying on the dirty soil, but 
can sit comfortably on the warm straw. 

Dancing daffodils brighten 
up the playground

▲ Strawberry plants covered with 
straw 

◄ Growing plants need lots of water
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Emotions Focus
Primary Six and Seven have been discussing feelings and 
emotions as part of their class topic. This has produced lots 
of thought-provoking work. Sarah, P7, has shared her poem 
about fear:

I Fear

My heart pounding in my chest,
Arms trembling non - stop.
Every little sound is heard.
Frequently looking around.

Tears streaming down my face,
Soaking my trousers below.
I’m overthinking everything,
Even things so meaningless and small.

My heartbeat keeps rising,
I’m screaming in my head.
I try to tell myself
‘Everything’s okay’, but it’s no use

I am trying to overcome
The fears that are in my brain.
My hands are salty from crying.
Why can’t I think straight?

Loch a’ Tuath News from Twenty Years Ago
We enjoyed looking through the anniversary edition of Loch 
a’Tuath News. One article really caught our attention: the 
Tong News section covered the possible closure of Tong 
School twenty years ago! We were shocked, disappointed 
and dismayed by this news, but very proud that the commu-
nity of Tong stood together and fought to prevent this from 
happening. Some pupils from Primary 4-7 have shared their 
reaction to this piece of Historical news:

If Tong School was closed I wouldn’t have all the friends I 
have right now. The village would be very empty without the 
school.
By Neve

I can’t imagine the village without the school. I wonder what 
would have been here instead? 
By Katie

It wouldn’t be good without a school in Tong because the 
village would very empty. 
By Samya

If Tong School was closed I would have to go to a different 
school and I might not have the friends I have now.  By Liam  

If the school was shut down I wouldn’t have the friends I 
have now and I’m thankful for the people who fought for our 
school.
By Ruby

I am happy that people fought for the school because I have 
had a good education.
By Owen

The Parent Council and the Tong community fought very 
hard to keep the school open and I’m happy they kept the 
school open.
By Joel

Tong School stands at the centre of a strong and supportive 
community and our school roll is very healthy. We are thank-
ful for those who stood firm and showed their support when 
the school was under threat. 

Good expression at our Goldilocks assembly

The bug hotel is open for visitors

Look at Johan's Easter egg
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifie
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £32.40 to Laura Graham, 5 Catherine Hill, Coll, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £32.40
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Ingredients

♦ leg of lamb weighing 2½ kg/5lb 8oz
♦ 1 garlic bulb
♦ 1 bunch rosemary 
♦ 1 tbsp vegetable oil
♦ 2 carrots, cut into large chunks
♦ 1 onion, cut into quarters
♦ 1 glass red wine (about 150ml)
♦ 1.2l beef or lamb stock

Method

1. The first job is to stud the lamb with 
garlic and rosemary. Use a sharp pointed 
knife, make at least 30 small incisions all 
over the meat. Peel 4 garlic cloves, thinly 
slice them and prod a slice into each inci-
sion. Next, pull off small sprigs of rose-
mary and push into the incisions, too. 

If done in advance, cover the lamb well and refrigerate. Remove from the fridge 1 hourr before roasting.

2. Heat oven to 190°C/170°C fan/gas 5. Heat a large frying pan, add a little oil and brown the lamb all over. Scatter 
the carrot, onion, remaining garlic and rosemary in a large roasting tin, pour in the wine and stock, then place the 
browned lamb in the tin.

3. Roast for about 1 hour 45 mins. Turn the lamb halfway through so by the time it’s cooked, each side has been 
in the stock. When cooked, remove the lamb and allow to rest in a warm place covered in foil for about 30 mins.

4. While the lamb is resting, make the gravy. Pour all the stock from the tin through a sieve into a saucepan to 
remove all the vegetables and herbs. This stock should be rich, slightly thick and have a great lamb flavour. Reduce 
it a little on the hob if you feel you want to concentrate the flavour, skimming off any fat that comes to the surface.

Serve the lamb with the gravy, potatoes, leeks and butternut squash.

Recipe from BBC Good Food

R
o

a
st

 L
a

m
b

 S
t

u
d ded with Rosemary & Garlic

Oisean a' Chòcaire
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

LATN May 2017.indd   22 27/04/2017   23:08:28



23

Back Football and Recreation Club News

April saw the return of the ever popular Rainy Day 
Bike Club, whilst we hope the weather will be a little 
less rainy as summer approaches, the club will con-
tinue on Thursdays 11-3pm until 15th June.  

The Easter holidays also saw more than 100 chil-
dren and their families join us for a fun day at the 
Coll Centre. It may have been raining outside but 
indoors it didn’t matter, families were busy decorat-
ing eggs, burning off energy on the bouncy castle, 
playing air hockey and our treasure hunt was as 
popular as ever. On behalf of everyone who came, 
including the little boy on the bouncy castle who 
exclaimed “this is the best day ever!” I’d like to say 
thank you to all the volunteers who helped out on the 
day, we hope you enjoyed it too.

Youth Teams Bike Challenge

As part of our funding from the Cycle Scotland Cycle 
Friendly and Sustainable Communities Fund, we are 
looking at ways to encourage people to cycle to the 
centre instead of using the car. Our new bike shelter 
is now up and running and we are encouraging the 
youth teams to sign up for our competition to see 
who can do the most cycle journeys over the football 
season.

Prizes include a signed Ross County Shirt and a 
selection of gift vouchers. We have bikes and hel-
mets available to borrow and each competitor gets 
a cycle pack. Prizes will be awarded for the most 
journeys, the longest individual journey and the most 
miles cycled. You can sign up on our website www.
backfrc.org.uk or pick up a form from the centre.

The competition is only open to the young footballers 
but you don’t need to be one of the youth teams to 
ditch the car and cycle, anyone can use the new bike 
shelter and the sunny weather is on its way!

Gym Facilities Update

Great News! Our Gym Development Project has 
been chosen for the next round of the Co-op Local 
Community Fund. 1% of everything Co-op members 
spend on Co-op branded products and services is 
donated to a local cause and our gym will be one 
of the causes members can choose from between 9 
April to 7 October 2017.

This funding will be used to install a key card entry 
system and cctv allowing members to access the gym 
without pre-booking, develop two unisex changing/

shower cubicles for gym users, purchase additional 
gym equipment and improve heating, blinds, decora-
tion, sound/entertainment system and storage.

Unfortunately it will be October before we receive the 
funding and this means the gym will not be fully oper-
ational until January 2018. However, we know some 
of you are itching to start using the equipment already 
in place, so we’ll be offering a temporary discounted 
membership scheme just as soon as we finish getting 
the last few bits and pieces done.

You will need to be aged 16+ and complete an 
induction before you can use the gym, which can be 
booked through our website www.backfrc.org.uk or 
by calling Terri on 820745. 

Until we get the new equipment and key swipe entry 
system set up we will be offering 8 months member-
ship (May-Dec17) at the discounted rate of £16.50 
(payable at induction), this will include a free induc-
tion and a voucher for an hour’s games room hire. 
Please note that until the key swipe entry system is 
operational (Jan 18) access will be limited and in most 
cases will need to be booked in advance.

From Jan 2018 an annual gym membership will cost 
£50 per person, this will include swipe key access for 
convenience, a free induction and a voucher for an 
hour’s games room hire.

Dates for your diary: full details can be found on our 
website or sign up for our new what’s on email and 
get details delivered to your inbox each month. Visit 
www.backfrc.org.uk for more information or to sign 
up. 

Keep Fit starts 17th April - Mondays, 7pm

Book Club - Wednesday 31st May, £2.50

Lunchtime Walk Club - Fridays, Midday, walk - free, 
lunch - £1.50

Rainy Day Bike Club -  Thursdays, 11am - 3pm

Archery - Weds, 7-9pm, £7 adult, £3 junior

Youth Darts Academy - Thursdays, 6.30-7.30pm, £2, 
ages 9-18

Badminton - Fridays and Saturdays, 10am - 3pm 
(pre-booking only)

Games Room - free play pool, darts, fooz-
ball and table tennis, £10 an hour

Back Football and Recreation Club - What’s on in May?
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▲◄ U15’s Duncan 
Mackay Cup 8th April

◄ 2017 U18s Squad, 
with Murdo Campbell 
from Donald Campbell 
Motors, sponsor of this 
seasons new strip.

2017 Senior Squad, 
with Willie Angy 

Morrison and Iain 
Macleod from Carpet 

World, sponsors of this 
season’s new strip. ▼

Back
Football
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▲ Back U9s football festival 19th March

Back

Football

The football season has just began, and the club would 
like to thank the sponsors, who are always willing to be 
part of the football set-up.  This year, we are especially 
grateful to Carpet World for providing the senior foot-
ball team with a full set of strips, Furniture World with 
twenty training tops, and RMK Finance providing six 
footballs.  Each home game is also sponsored by local 
individuals, which is of great help to the club.

A new idea is to have a Player of the Month chosen by 
the management team and others, which we are grate-
ful to Loch a Tuath News for sponsoring.

The first game of the season was the first round of the 
Acres Boys Cup, and this was against Carloway on a 
driech evening, not suitable for playing good football, 
nevertheless the spectators were not disapointed with 
the display by both teams. Although the game lacked 
goals, it was exciting, and either team could have won 
the game in ninety minutes. That was not the case 
and Back struck first, with Chris MacKay scoring the 
first goal of the new football season. Carloway pulled 
one back to make it level, and it remained like that for 
the whole game plus extra time, and so to the penalty 
shoot out which Carloway won - Back missing three of 
their penalties, and the opposition hitting the net four 
times, thus Back were out of the cup.  A bit of a sore 
point to Back was the injury to their talisman, Chris 
Moley, hopefully it is not too serious, and that he will be 
playing again soon. 

The next game on the fixture list was cancelled, as Aths 
had to play their game which was postponed, so as to 
complete the first round of the Acres Boys Cup.

Back were drawn against Eriskay in the first round of 
the Highland Amateur Cup and this game took place 
on Saturday 22nd. A trip that the team were not look-
ing forward to this early in the season, and there was 

some uncertainty as to how the game would finish. 
Even the local pundits were not giving the Blues much 
of a chance, predicting that it could go to penalties, but 
as things worked out the Blues had a convincing win, 
beating the hosts six goals to nil.

The game was very one sided and the Blues could, and 
should, have been one up in thirty seconds missing a 
good opportunity to score, but it did not take them too 
long to do so and the first goal was scored by Stewart 
MacDonald and then Chris MacKay made it two noth-
ing. They were in full command of the game, and 
before half time they were four nothing up, with Jason 
MacLeod scoring in quick succession, the manage-
ment were over the moon at half time. 

The second half was of the same pattern - the Blues 
pummelling the opposition goals corner after corner, 
but it was the magic boot of David MacIver that made it 
five, from a freekick, 

floating the ball into the net at the near post, deceiving 
the goalie all ends up. Jason then almost completed his 
hat trick, but the goal keeper produced a magnificent 
save from a net bound header.

I could say that our goal keeper was not bothered by 
any of their attempts to score, and to put the icing on 
the cake James Murray made it six.  A very good result 
for the Blues.  The next round in the HAC is against the 
Aths, and hope that we will have a win then too.

The management of the team James 'Bommy' 
MacArthur Donald 'Dano' MacDonald and Alisdair 'Red' 
MacKenzie express their appreciation to those who 
have agreed to sponsor the home games.

D.A. Stewart

Football Notes
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Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk

Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office
20 Kenneth Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767
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A reminder to start turfing peats! Domhnall Doonie, No. 33 ▲ 
and Swanny, No. 40, Gress. 

◄ Donald Maciver, formerly 27 Aird Tong, and Willie Macleod, 25 Aird Tong heading home after work, early 1960s

1

This photo appeared in the April Loch a’ Tuath News and caused a lot of interest as readers tried to work out what the occasion 
was and who was pictured. We are now happy to print the photo again with names. It was taken in the home of George Macaskill 
(Seòras a’ Bhideanaich), Lighthill, Vatisker when his daughter Margaret Anne was home on holiday from Canada where she was 
teaching. Friends and neighbours called round to visit and catch up with her news. Luckily the occasion was recorded.

Back Row L-R: Mairead Anna Sheòrais a’ Bhideanaich (home on holiday from Canada), Cuibhlear, MacDugaill, Dòmhnall Alasdair

Next row L-R: Bean Sheoidhean, Angusina a’Lally, Ciorstag Sheoidhean, Catriona Sheòrais a’ Bhideanaich, Seòras a’ Bhideanaich, 
Dòmhnall a’ Charagain

Third Row L-R: Seoidhean, Mairi a’ Charagain, Bean Mhurchaidh Ailein, Bean MhicDhugaill, Bean Dhòmhnaill a’ Charagain

Front Row L-R: Jessie Anne Dhòmhnaill Ruaidh, Bean Sheòrais a’ Bhideanaich, Dollag Dhòmhnaill Ruaidh

LATN May 2017.indd   27 27/04/2017   23:09:03



28

40th Reunion
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Many former pupils from the Back area, of the class of 1977, recently attended a reunion celebrating their fortieth year. 
Carol Maclean, Coll, one of the organisers of the celebrations, told us that a hundred and fifty people were able to attend 
at least some part of the festivities held over the weekend of 14 April 2017.

The events began with a dinner and dance at the Cabarfeidh Hotel on the Friday evening. Formal group photos were 
taken and Iain Macrae, Point, welcomed everyone. Dancing to the music of Willie Campbell and his band, Our Small 
Capital, followed the meal and the whole evening was a fantastic opportunity to catch up with old friends.   

On Saturday afternoon, Back Football and Recreation Club was the venue for a fun-filled afternoon for all the family, 
including a bouncy castle and face-painting. However the highlight of the afternoon was a Maws v Townies football 
match which caused a lot of hilarity. The Maws won, 5-4, thanks to an own goal by the Townies! On Saturday even-
ing, partners were invited to join the 40 year olds for a buffet and 80s/90s disco, with Keith Morrison, Coll, as the DJ.  
Informal photo opportunities were available in a photo booth. Fun and comradeship were enjoyed by all and the mag-
nificent total of £2000 was raised from a raffle. The proceeds of the raffle were shared between RNLI and Bethesda.

Finally, on Sunday a Testimony evening was held in the M. A. Macleod Memorial Hall. There, a very moving recorded 
testimony from Murdo Alex Macritchie, was listened to. Murdo Alex was unable to attend because of ill health, but he 
hopes to make a visit home from London next month.

So ended a memorable weekend, with all wishing it could have been longer!

40th Reunion

Back, Tong and Tolsta 40th Reunion 2017

Back row: Graham Morrison (Tolsta), Iain Murdo Morrison (Coll), Angus B Macleod (Coll), Christopher Graham (Upper Coll), Murray Macleod (Coll)

Second row: Alasdair Macleod (Coll), Iain Mackinnon (Gress), Alasdair Maclean (Poileagan), Angus Morrison (Poileagan)

Third row: Una Maclennan (Coll), Karen France (Vatisker), Jayne Macleod (Broadbay View), Margaret Joan Murray (Upper Coll), Doreen 
Macinnes (Tong)

Front row: Annabel Macleod (Tolsta), Karen Macritchie (Tolsta), Morag Macdonald (Tolsta), Iain Lawrie (Tong), Verity Dougan Watt (Vatisker), 
Carol Mackinnon (School Road)

Courtesy of  Malcolm Macleod Photography
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Passed away
When word went round the village that Mrs Christina 
Stewart, of Lighthill, Back, had passed away, memories 
were at once stirred up of the days, when at 17 Back, she 
nursed the well known and well beloved catechist, the late 
Murdo Stewart, her father in law, in his last illness. Mrs 
Stewart herself was one who cherished memories of this 
kind, and often when with the coming of old age, more 
leisure also came, she would recount anecdotes and stories 
of the happenings of those days. The widow of George 
Stewart, who predeceased her 59 years ago, she was 83 
years of age and was a member of the Back Church for 56 
years. All her life she was hale and hearty and it was not 
until a short time before the end that her health began to fail. 
She is survived by her son George Stewart, a bus owner in 
the village, and by her daughter Kate, the wife of Norman 
Macritchie, Lighthill, Back, and by her grandchildren. Very 
easy to get on with, and the best of company in times of 
trouble and of joy, Mrs Stewart will be much missed in the 
village. There was a very large attendance at the funeral, 
which took place to Gress Cemetery. The sympathy of the 
community is extended to her relatives in their sad loss.

Coll Bride - Lochs ‘Groom
“Lochlanich” and “Backaich” had a great time of it together 
at the wedding of Katie Ann, eldest daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Alex John Macleod, 63 Coll, to Donald, eldest son 
of Mr and Mrs Malcolm Macleod, 4 Kershader, Lochs. 
The marriage ceremony was performed by Rev. Murdo 
Macrae, Kinloch, in Back Free Church. The bride’s father 
giving her away. Dressed in a becoming gown of white 
figured satin with heart-shaped headdress of orange blos-
som held in place by a long tulle veil, Katie Ann made a 
lovely bride. She carried a bouquet of white carnations, in 
maidenhair fern, and entwined with coloured streamers. 
Her bridesmaids, Jessie, the bridegroom’s sister and Mary 
Ann and Dolina her sisters, made a pretty picture, dressed 
alike in gowns of blue taffeta, with matching blue head-
dresses. For her bouquet Jessie chose red roses, while Mary 
Ann and Dolina chose red and pink carnations. George, 
the bride’s brother, at home on holiday from Aberdeen 
University, was the efficient bestman. The reception, held 
at the bride’s home, was on a very generous scale, and the 
guests were entertained all night long. Of the 95 telegrams 
of congratulations received, two came from America and 
the large number of useful presents was another indication 
of the couple’s popularity. For going away the bride wore a 
brown coat and hat with mustard dress and accessories. The 
good wishes of the community are extended to the couple.

First Game 
Back had their first game of the season on Wednesday of 
last week, when they entertained Carloway at Upper Coll. 
The game, as was to be expected, was a bit scrappy, but was 
by no means a dull one. Each player did his best to make 
the first game a first win for his town team, and although a 
lot of hard work came often to no end, a fast pace was kept 
up throughout. From the beginning Back did the pressing, 
and only the strong defence in the Carloway team, and over 
hasty shooting by the home forwards prevented them from 

scoring. The Carloway forwards, encouraged by the towers 
of strength behind them, tried hard to get a goal, but their 
shooting was weak and they seldom looked like scoring. 
In the 25th minute of the first half, M. Graham, the Back 
centre forward got possession of the ball, tore through the 
Carloway defence, and scored with a low left foot drive 
which gave the goalkeeper no chance. This got things 
going, and play was constantly moving up and down the 
field. Half time came with the score Back, 1: Carloway 0. 

After the changeover Carloway came more into the picture, 
but again the Back defence got the better of their forwards, 
and several stray raids came to nothing. Of the players, 
D. Macaskill at right half for Back, and J. Macdonald at 
left half were outstanding, while “Eno” at centre half and 
“Tiger” at left back in the Carloway team gave the Back 
forwards a good run for their money. Towards the end of 
the game there was more congestion in the Carloway goal 
area, and, on a few occasions, it looked as if a goal was 
inevitable, but fine work by “Eno” and his henchmen, and 
a sturdy display by the goalkeeper, kept the score down 
to 1-0 at fulltime. Mr M. Murray, Schoolhouse, Tong, was 
a competent referee, and there were few mishaps, apart 
from the “lovely black eye” being sported by one of the 
Back players. Unfortunately there is not enough steak to 
be got to effect a speedy cure. The Back team was:-- J 
Graham (Gress), Maciver (North Tolsta), and Kelly (Back); 
Macaskill (Lighthill), Murray (Vatisker), J Macdonald 
(Upper Coll); Maclennan (Back), J Macdonald (Lighthill), 
M Graham (Gress), M Macdonald (Upper Coll) and M 
Macleod (Back).

“This is Football” - was the ecstatic comment of a spec-
tator - a Rudhach too - when Back scored one of their 
picture goals against the Rovers on Wednesday night. 
The Rovers played a plucky game, and had the last goal, 
but they were completely overwhelmed by the powerful, 
fast-moving opportunist Backachs. Mr Torquil Macleod 
was referee. The teams were:-- Rovers: Smith; Macdonald 
and J M Maciver; Campbell, D Maciver and Mackay; J M 
Macmillan, I Martin, Allan Macmillan, M Gillies and K 
Maciver. Back -- J Graham; Maciver and Kelly; Murray, A 
D Macleod and J Macdonald; J Maclennan, M Macdonald, 
M Graham, J Macdonald and M Macleod.

The West Side team met with the biggest catastrophe in the 
history of their club, when they were beaten by Back by 
9 goals to 1 at Upper Coll last week. In spite of the ever-
mounting score, however, the visitors stuck it gamely to the 
end, and like the Rovers the week before, they got the last 
goal of the game, after some very neat work. All the Back 
team played good football, and it would be invidious to 
mention any individual: the Westside forwards also played 
good football, with sparks of really constructive stuff, but 
their defence was weak, they gave one of the most sport-
ing and good humoured displays it has been our fortune to 
watch for some time, and the general feeling throughout 
Back was put into a nutshell by one old cailleach who com-
mented on hearing the score. “Nach truagh nach e balaich a 
Rudha a bh’ann.” The game was efficiently refereed by Mr 
J M Maciver, Stornoway.

Back in Time  May 1947
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Material for publication in the JUNE issue of Loch a Tuath News 
must be in before MONDAY 15th MAY 2017
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Competition o
n Anti-Litter Theme

40th Reunion - Maws v Townies Football ▲
  players!

Maws v. Townies!

Guess the year of the ▲
nose winners!

◄ The stalls were busy

◄ Our Funny Fashion walkers

Sgoil a' Bhac
Comic Relief
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