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This month you can find:
• Gaisgich Chuil

• Meet Terri Davies

• Tong Caraidean Trip

Plus: Coinneach aig Baile, Back Football Club, As Na Bailtean and much more!
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Fàilte
Welcome to your
June issue of Loch
a Tuath News! We
have now entered
the busiest term
of the school year,
it is very hard to
believe that there
is just a matter
of weeks before
they break up for
the summer holidays! The next
few weeks are filled
with lots of days out
and activities – with
parents and families
juggling family and
work commitments
to make it to fun days,
prizegivings and the
all important sports
day! Extra curricular clubs also have
evening events to mark the end of the
school year, there just aren’t enough
hours in the day at this time of year.
Yet, how fortunate we are to have such
things to have a moan about. As I write
this, the awful events of an explosion in
Manchester Arena are unfolding, with

lives lost, many injured, and parents
and families searching for missing
children. What a way to put things into
perspective. Our thoughts and prayers
go to all involved.
In this month’s issue we have a new
feature for you to enjoy,
Coinneach aig Baile sees
memories of growing up
in Upper Coll through
Coinneach’s eyes. Our
Gaisgich
series
this
month concentrates on
Coll, and we find out a bit
more about Terri Davies
in her interview with Anna
Tucker, as well as all your
usual favourites.
Please note that
next month’s LATN
is a double issue
covering July and
August, so please
have your material
into us week beginning 19th June.
Please keep all
your articles and pictures coming in!
Have a blessed June,
Melanie
Cover photo: From inside Coll beach
caves (courtesy of Chris Murray)

How to submit an article or a photograph to the
Loch a Tuath News
By email: latneditor2@outlook.com
By post: Taigh Gone, 27 Upper Coll, HS2 0LS
Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. If you need to have an
article typed, please contact the secretary.

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News?
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean,
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage.

We need you...
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the
district, but they need your help.
See the contact details on this page.
Thanks

The Loch a Tuath News Team
Chairman
Willie MacLean, 42b Coll 01851 820503, w.maclean@sky.com
Vice Chair
Mary Ann Graham, 6 Ripley Place 01851 700383, mdavi74979@aol.com
Treasurer
Mairi Macleod, 11b Coll - 820497
Secretary
Margaret Macleod, Millview, 34 Gress
- 01851 820768
Editor
Melanie Mackay, Taigh Gone, 27
Upper Coll - 01851 820917, latneditor2@outlook.com
Typesetting
Helen Smith, angle.smith@live.co.uk
Distribution
Willie Maclean 820503
Subscription Organiser
Laura Graham 5 Catherine Hill, Coll, lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk, 820696
Advertising
Donald A. Stewart, 28 New Street,
Stornoway - 704877,
d.stewart11@btinternet.com
Editorial Committee
Rev Calum Iain Macleod, Free Church
Manse, Back - 820317
Chrissie Bell Urpeth, 6 New Street,
Back - 820459
Cathie Macleod, Glenesk, 34 Gress
- 820289
Angus Morrison, 14 New Street, Back
- 820354
Louise Reeves, 21 Upper Coll - 820713
Village Correspondents
Back/Vatisker - Anne Ramsay, 7 Back
- 820384 /
Iain Murray, 9 Back, 820 296
Coll - Ishbal MacLean, 42b Coll 820503 - w.maclean@sky.com
Gress - Donalda Murray, 21 Gress - 820
225 - jockmurray.t21@btinternet.com /
Ishbel Macdonald, 31 Gress - 820392
Tong - Joan Matheson, Still Water,
Aird, Tong - 702144 jmatheson1@btinternet.com
Upper Coll - Anna Tucker, 10c Upper
Coll - 820685 annatucker99@yahoo.co.uk
The views expressed in the Loch a
Tuath News by named individuals,
unless otherwise stated, are not
necessarily endorsed by the LATN
Editorial committee.

Back/Vatisker
The late Bella M Macleod

The community was saddened to learn
of the passing of Mrs Bella Maggie
Macleod on 3 May. Born in 1926 she
was the youngest of six in the family
of Mr and Mrs Norman MacGregor, 54
Back (Tormod Eachainn). Upon leaving
school she, like many other islanders,
worked in the hotels on the mainland and was later employed at the
Clansman Tweed Mill in Stornoway
until her retirement. Of a friendly and
cheerful disposition Bella Maggie was a
popular figure in the Geada Glas neighbourhood where she lived all her life.
She was predeceased by her husband
Kenneth (Kenny Aonghais Cheanaidh)
in 2011. During a protracted final illness
she was lovingly cared for at home
by her son Norman and her daughter
Mairi Isobel, to whom we offer our condolences on the loss of their mother.
We think also of her extended family
especially her nephew Calum (Gobs)
and his sister Etta (formerly of 28 Back)
and her niece Mrs Nellie Beaton in
Hamilton, Ontario; Nellie was raised in
Taigh Thormoid Eachainn following the
loss of her parents at a young age.
Condolences

We extend our sympathy to Mrs Dolly
Martin following the loss of her mother
Mary Gillies of Portree, just a few months
after her father Alistair's death. Dolly is
affectionately remembered by her many
friends in the district from the time she
worked as a WPC in Stornoway Police
Station and lived in the Poileagan. She
is now retired from the force and lives
in Muir of Ord with her husband John
Murdo (Pordy, formerly 58 Back).
In Hospital

Mrs Violet Macleod, 22 Broadbay View
is currently a patient in the Western Isles
Hospital having taken seriously ill at
home. Her family wish to thank friends
and neighbours for the many expressions of goodwill and kindness they
have received since she was admitted.
We wish Violet a return to good health
and trust she will benefit from the medical attention she is receiving.
Best wishes

After ten years of serving the Broadbay
ward Catriona Stewart, 38 Vatisker
has stepped down as a councillor
with Comhairle nan Eilean Siar. She
was previously a member of Back
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Community Council and of the Childrens
Panel, maintaining her family's link with
the welfare of young people. In her
first term as councillor she was Vice
Chair of the Education and Children's
Services committee and later became
its Chairperson. We wish Catriona a
well-earned rest from her duties and
thank her for the help she gave to her
constituents during her tenure in office.

Coll
Apologies

Apologies to Mark Macdonald, for any
misunderstanding in last month’s issue.
Congratulations

Congratulations to Annmarie Macdonald,
nighean Cally Mo & Mary Ann, on recently passing her driving test. Well done
and safe driving!

Tong
Congratulations

Congratulations to Andrew Macleod
B.A, Lth, son of Iain & Chrisell,
Muirneag,Tong, on completing 3 years
BA at Highland Theological College,
and 2 years Licentiate of Theology at
Edinburgh Theological Seminary.

Upper Coll
Retirement

Mrs Dolina Mackay, 51 Upper Coll has
recently retired, after working for thirty
eight years in local government. Most of
these years were spent with Social and
Community Services, where she was
principal administrative officer. Dolina
and her husband Iain celebrated her
retirement with a holiday to Australia,
visiting Dolina’s sister who was celebrating her 50th birthday. A total of eleven
family members travelled to Australia
for the birthday celebration. So a great
time was had by all, and no doubt Iain
was asked to sing a song or two! We
send Dolina our very best wishes for a
well-earned retirement and hope she
enjoys her new found freedom.
Get Well Wishes

Our get well wishes go to Liz Rogers,
11b Upper Coll. Liz was recently a
patient in Ospadal nan Eilean, where
she had surgery for a hip replacement.
It is good to report that Liz is now
home and we wish her well in a speedy
recovery and hope it won’t be long until
she is back to all her varied activities!

As Na
Bailtean
New Councillors

Congratulations are sent to Donald
Crichton, 42 Upper Coll and Calum
Maclean, 50 Upper Coll, who were
elected as councillors for Broadbay
Ward, with John A. Maciver. Donald
was re-elected and Calum has been
elected to the Comhairle for the first
time. We send them both our very best
wishes for their terms of office.
Hockey Success

Colin Tucker, 10c Upper Coll, was
recently selected to represent Scotland
playing hockey in the Celtic Cup in
Cork in Ireland. He played for the
over70s team and was delighted to
come home with a gold medal, defeating Wales 2-1. Alan Bremner, formerly
of 16 Gress, was also a member of the
victorious team. It goes to show that
you are never too old to keep active!
Making Music

Fourteen year old Rhys Macritchie, 12
Upper Coll, has been making a lot of
music over the last months! Rhys is
on third year at The Nicolson Institute.
Since he began playing the trumpet
in Back Primary school on Primary 5,
under the tutoring of Gavin Woods,
Rhys has now achieved Grade 6 in
trumpet, which is no mean success.
Rhys now plays with the Stornoway Big
Band and the Nicolson Institute Band.
At Remembrance Day commemorations he played the Last Post at the
War Memorial in Stornoway and also at
The Nicolson Institute.
Although the trumpet is Rhys’ first
instrument, he also plays the saxophone and has recently added piano
and flute to his instruments. Rhys was
awarded the Music Theory Prize on
second year and also the Citizenship
Prize which was awarded for his representing the school on many occasions.
Well done Rhys! We look forward to
hearing about what happens next with
your playing!
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A,.s na Bailtean Pictures,.
▼Andrew Macleod B.A, Lth (Tong)

▲Martin & Morag Macdonald, St Aula's View, on their
wedding day - Congratulations to them on their Silver
Wedding Anniversary! (Gress)

◄ Archie
Andrew Macrury,
born 13 April
2017. Archie is
a first baby for
Catriona & Scott
MacRury, South
Galson, and a
new grandson
for Carolyn and
Neil MacRury,
Borve and for
Louise and
Andrew Reeves,
Upper Coll.
Congratulations
& best wishes to
you all!

▲ Rhys Macritchie at An Lanntair. (Upper
Coll)

Rhys Macritchie at ►
the opening concert
of the Royal National
Mod in Stornoway

◄ Murdina

B irth d a
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As published in the last issue (May) of Loch a
Tuath News - two former neighbours from the
Poileagan, Sheila Macleod (Sheila a' Phòcaid),
formerly 5 New Street, Back, and Murdina
MacMillan (Murdag Ghurais), formerly 1 New
Street, Back recently celebrated their 90th
birthdays. Here are the ladies on their special
days! Belated congratulations to you both!

Back Cair dea s

On 26 April 2017, Càirdeas organisers and members were invited to lunch by our local councillors, Catriona Stewart,
Donald Crichton and John A. Maciver. Càirdeas members enjoyed a lovely meal in the Comhairle dining room and
they would like to thank Catriona, Donald and John A. for the wonderful hospitality extended. As this was towards
the end of Catriona’s ten years as councillor, this was a very welcome gesture on her part.
Catriona then took the ladies to E Sgoil on Francis Street where they were shown round by Angus Maclennan, Head
Teacher of the school. E Sgoil allows access to more curricular subjects for secondary pupils throughout the Western
Isles. The ladies were also privileged to see a lesson demonstrating the possibilities of technology used in distance
learning when they watched Rhys Macritchie, 12 Upper Coll, being given a trombone lesson when the music teacher
was with the Càirdeas ladies in E Sgoil and Rhys was in the music department of The Nicolson Institute.
The visit to E Sgoil was an eye-opener, and the group also enjoyed great ‘craic’ with their host Angus, who was trying to find a
bodach for Nan in Barra. Nan tells us this was not a success!
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Gaisgich Chuil 1939 - 1945
Murdo Morrison, 10 Coll
Murdo was the oldest of three
sons in the family of ten
of John and Catherine
Morrison; his father, Iain
'an Nis was one of the
nine local fatalities in
the Iolaire Disaster of 1
January 1919. Murdo,
known as Miogstan,
served with the Merchant
Navy in WW2. His two
brothers and a sister also
served; John (Eona) with
the RNR, Donald in the US
Army and Katie Bell with the
ATS - John was a survivor from
the sinking of HMS Carinthia in 1940. On 22 November
1940 the cargo vessel SS Kolchis, on which Murdo was
a crewman, sailed from Nova Scotia bound for Belfast
but sank in mysterious circumstances the following day
with the loss of all hands. For many years it was thought
that the ship had been torpedoed by a U-boat but further
research has concluded that she is more likely to have
foundered in a storm. Murdo's loss was the third tragedy
to hit the family in a year; his brothers-in-law Murdo and
Alexander Mackay, 53 Back (Balaich a' Bhuilgean) were
lost at sea in November 1939 and May 1940 respectively. Murdo, who was aged 35 years, was survived
by his young widow Mary Ann and their infant daughter
Catriona. They later moved to Glasgow where Mary Ann
passed away in 1980. Catriona married Neil Macleod,
Shawbost and moved back to the croft at 10 Coll.
Alexander Macleod, 16 Coll
Alasdair Uilleim Alaidh was the
younger son in the family of
four of William and Johanna
Macleod. During his short
life he was no stranger
to adversity. His mother died when he was a
child and his father was
one of the six men from
Coll who were drowned
on 22 March 1922 in
Bathadh Chuil - a tragedy which happened in
a snowstorm within site of
the shore at Brevig. Alasdair,
who was aged 28 years,
served with the RNR and was one
of two local men who were lost in the North Sea aboard
the minesweeper HMT Fifeshire on 20 February 1940
following an attack by German aircraft - Donald Mackay,
43 Gress was also lost in the sinking. Alasdair was survived by his brother William and sisters Annie and Peggy.
Annie married Murdo Mackenzie, 51 Coll (Prem) and
lived in Glasgow while Peggy moved to Australia. William
(Warrior) was widowed in 1941 after his young wife

Iseabail Aonghais Dhomhnaill, 47 Vatisker passed away
suddenly; he later married Margaret Mackay, Newmarket
and raised his family of two daughters and one son at 16
Coll where his younger daughter Joan lives today.
William Maciver, 36 Coll
Uilleam Chaluim Iseabail was
the only son in the family
of three of Malcolm and
Christina Maciver (nee
Morrison, 47 Coll). He
served with the RNR
and was called up at
the outbreak of hostilities. He contracted
an illness while serving abroad and died
in a hospital in Calcutta
on 3 December 1939
aged 35 years. It was at
No. 36 Coll that the village's
first fatalities were recorded in
both world wars; William's cousin Alexander Maciver was
lost in France in January 1915. It is also one of three
addresses in the village where a loss was incurred in both
conflicts. Just five months after William's death his sister
Annie, who was married in Wellington, New Zealand,
passed away aged 32 years. Their elder sister Agnes
married John Maciver, 41 Coll (Ullaigean) who emigrated
to Canada on SS Metagama in 1923. The young couple
settled in Detroit, USA where their daughter Mrs Peggy
Morrison lives today.
William Macleod, 42 Coll
John Macleod (Darraidh) and
his wife Isabella had two
sons who served King
and Country in WW2 tragically neither was
to return. William, the
younger son, endured
two serious operations
prior to the war and
following a short period of convalescence
enlisted with the RNR.
He served with the Patrol
Section of the Royal Navy
and came through the
ordeal of Dunkirk unscathed.
Ten months later he lost his life
aboard HMS Marmion II which was bombed in an air raid
off Harwich on 9 April 1941. He was aged 21 years and
was buried at Shotley Royal Naval Cemetery in Suffolk.
Murdo Macritchie, 2 Lighthill, Back - later the minister at
Stornoway Free Church - was a survivor from the sinking.
The following extract is taken from a tribute to William
which was published in the Stornoway Gazette in June
1941 - "William was endowed with a maturity of wisdom
which is seldom to be expected from one of his years.
His transparent integrity and inherent attractiveness of

The Fallen of Coll 1939 - 1945
character could not fail to impress one. Seldom has a
youth won the affection of his colleagues as much as he."

before moving back to Lewis, latterly residing at Old
School Road, Vatisker.

Angus Macleod, 42 Coll

Murdo Maciver, 49 Coll
Murchadh a' Chogaidh, the
third son of John and
Margaret Maciver, was
a naval reservist who
saw action in the North
African campaign, in
Sicily and later in
Italy. It was in Italy
that he became ill and
he was transferred
to a hospital in North
Africa before being discharged home to Lewis
three months before his
death on 22 October 1944
aged 26 years. He was one of
five local survivors from the sinking of HMS Salopian
south of Greenland in May 1941. One of those saved,
Alexander Macleod, 20 Back was later killed in an accident in Glasgow. The other survivors were Alexander's
brother Kenneth (Kenny Bhast), Murdo Graham, 5 Gress
(Pords Mhurchaidh Seonaid) and Malcolm Macleod, 43
Coll (Calum an Adhar). Murdo's brother Sandy served
with the Merchant Navy through WW2 and in the postwar years continued to live at 49 Coll with his brothers
John and Calum and sister Annabella. Another sister Nan
was married in Stornoway. Calum, the last of teaghlach a'
Chogaidh passed away in 2005.

Although the district's
death toll in WW2 was
considerably
less
than in WW1 there
were five local families who suffered
a double bereavement in the second
conflict, of which
teaghlach Darraidh
was one. Angus,
who was aged 23
years, served with
the Merchant Navy,
latterly aboard the cargo
ship Baron Vernon. He was
killed in an accident at a London
dock on 12 October 1941 just six months after the loss of
his younger brother and was buried in Gress cemetery. In
the post-war years the croft at 42 Coll was split between
Iain Darraidh and his sister Jane, who is the sole surviving
member of the family. Their brother Alex lived in Inverness
while their sister Catriona was married in Parkend to
Kenneth Morrison, 14 New Street, Back (Coinneach
Thuigs). The profound sense of sorrow at the loss of the
two young brothers was poignantly expressed in a Gaelic
poem entitled Oran do Uilleam is Aonghas Macleoid Cumha do na Gillean a Chailleadh aig Muir which was
composed by their neighbour Mrs Catherine Maciver, 57
Coll and formerly of 41 Coll (Bean Sheonaidh 'an Alasdair).
Angus Mackenzie, 44 Coll
Aonghas Choinnsidh was one
of two sons of Kenneth and
Annie Mackenzie who saw
action in WW2; both he
and his younger brother Alex served with the
RNR. While on foreign service, serving
aboard HMS Canton,
he contracted an illness which necessitated his admission
to a Glasgow hospital
where he passed away
on 11 March 1942 aged
28 years. His remains were
conveyed home for burial in
Gress cemetery. No. 44 Coll was
one of the village addresses where a loss was incurred
in both world wars; Angus's uncle Alexander Mackenzie
was killed in action in France in 1915. The other members
of teaghlach Choinnsidh were Annie who was married in
Glasgow, Calum who lived in the old family home and
James who, with his wife Mary, lived for a time in Glasgow

Malcolm Maciver, 72 Coll
Malcolm, known locally as Ruffian,
was the second son of Murdo
and Christina Maciver - his
father, Murchadh Russell,
was badly wounded in
WW1. He served on the
destroyer HMS Wivern
on which he sustained
serious injuries during enemy action while
evacuating Allied forces
from Holland. He died in
hospital on 16 May 1940
aged 20 years and is buried
in Shorncliffe Military Cemetery
in Kent. His older brother Angus
(Fiadh) served with the RNR and was involved in the capture of the German ship Borkum in November 1939, which
was afterwards intercepted by a U-boat when being taken
to a British port by a prize crew. The prize crew escaped in
two lifeboats, taking the German prisoners with them. Angus
later married Margaret Beaton, 12 Coll (Peigi Sheoraisgean).
Another brother Murdo (Sgiarsh), who served with the
Merchant Navy, married Ishbel MacDonald, 87 Coll (Iseabail
Chaluim Mhic Cudaidh) and moved to England. Their sister
Annie lived in the family home.
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Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams ● Spectacles ● Contact Lenses

6 North Beach, Stornoway

700808
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From the Manse
Spurgeon and Prayer
Charles Haddon Spurgeon considered prayer to be pivotal
to all aspects of the Christian life. He shares three winsome
anecdotes on prayer in his little book - Feathers for Arrows.
The first relates to the May dew:
‘On the first of May in the olden times, according to annual
custom, many inhabitants of London went into the fields to
bathe their faces with the early dew upon the grass under
the idea that it would render them beautiful. Some writers call
the custom superstitious. It may have been so, but this we
know, that to bathe one’s face every morning in the dew of
heaven by prayer and communion, is the sure way to obtain
true beauty of life and character.’
The second revolves around a London church bell:
‘Prayer pulls the rope below and the great bell rings above
in the ears of God. Some scarcely stir the bell, for they pray
so lazily. Others give an occasional pluck at the rope. But he
who wins with heaven is the man who grasps the rope boldly
and pulls continuously, with all his might.’
The third centres on overcoming Satan:
‘There is a huge rock upon the Swiss side of St Gothard
Road about which an old legend is told by the natives of the
neighbouring village. The devil was whisking this enormous
stone along very merrily at early dawn of day, when he was
met by a devout old woman, who being somewhat alarmed,
uttered a prayer at the sight of the unexpected traveller.
Such was the power of her prayer that the demon dropped
his burden at once, and there it lies, an indisputable proof
that the devil is no match for old ladies who know how to
invoke the aid of heaven. Mother Church has sanctioned
many a worse legend than this, for a truthful moral lies upon
the surface. Let interceding believers make the fiend tremble
always, by praying without ceasing. The weakest saint upon
his knees is victorious over all the powers of hell.’
The Bible gives us every encouragement to pray.
Prayer matters. I waited long upon the LORD;
He heard my cry and turned to me.
He raised me from the slimy pit.
And from the mire he pulled me free.
(Psalm 40:1-2)
Calum I Macleod

June Service Times

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the community to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in
Back and Tong during June 2017 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 4 June
11am:		
11am:		
6pm:		

Mr Iain R Morrison
Rev Kenneth M Ferguson			
Rev Calum I Macleod

(Gaelic)

Sunday 11 June
11am:		 Rev Donald A Macdonald
11am:		Mr Joe Macphee						(Gaelic)
6pm:		 Rev Robert Sinclair
Sunday 18 June
11am:		 Mr Innes Macsween
11am:		Mr Donald A Macdonald 				(Gaelic)
6pm:		 Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 25 June
11am:		
11am:		
6pm:		

Rev Calum I Macleod (C4 Tong Community Centre)
Mr Iain A Mackinnon					(Gaelic)
Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 4 June
11am:

Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 11 June
6pm: 		Mr Iain A Mackinnon					(Gaelic)
Sunday 18 June
11am: No Service
Sunday 25 June
11am: Rev Calum I Macleod (C4 Tong
Community Centre)
6pm: Mr Neil Murray			

(Gaelic)
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Meet.... Terri Davies
Loch a Tuath News is delighted to ‘meet’ Terri Davies who
has been the Sport and Community Project Co-ordinator
at Back Football and Recreation Club since 2015.
Thank you, Terri for agreeing to chat with Loch a
Tuath News. We will start at the beginning. Where
were you born and brought up?
I was born in Crawley and grew up in Horley a small town
close to Gatwick airport where I lived with my parents
and my younger brother Mark until I was eighteen.
Did you enjoy your schooldays?
Yes, I had good friends and we had fun. I wasn’t terribly
academic and definitely not sporty, which is funny when
I tell people who I work for now, but I did ok at school and
enjoyed it.
What did you do after you left school?
I moved to Wales where I studied to become a primary school teacher. I moved to Lewis when I finished
University in 1995. I lived in Uig and worked as a childminder before getting a job at Little Teddies Nursery and
moving to Stornoway.
Most recently I worked for the Volunteer Centre.
You have been in your post as Sport and Community
Project Co-ordinator at Back Football and Recreation
Club for twenty months now. In that time, as we have
seen on the pages of this magazine, you have instigated many innovations, can you tell us about some
of them and what has proved popular?
Bike club is probably the most successful, it’s really a very
simple idea and we were so lucky to get the funding from
Cycle Scotland to do it. I’m told there were a few balance
bikes from Santa last year as a result, which is great.
The big community events are also popular; coffee mornings, quiz nights and fun days - a bouncy castle is always
a big hit! And it’s been great that so many people have
volunteered to help make them happen.
I guess the biggest event so far was this year’s International
Women’s Day celebrations. Again the volunteers and the
funding from the Big Lottery were key to its success and the
contributions to the art exhibition were amazing. I’m really
looking forward to doing something similar again next year.
On a personal level I really enjoy the book club. It’s a
small group and the books we’ve read have been very
varied. I’ve read some I would never have dreamed of
picking up otherwise, and while there were a few I didn’t
like, it makes the discussions over a cup of tea and cake
all the more fun if we don’t all agree.
Have you plans for the coming months?
Well, the gym has been taking up my time most recently
and we’re at the final stages of getting that operational,

so now I’m looking to plans for the summer holidays and
the autumn classes.
I’m pleased to say we already have yoga classes confirmed for September and a kids’ art club for the summer
holidays, but there’s plenty more in the pipeline.
I’m most excited about the fact that we’re finally going to
try opening a cafe in July. Back when I first started I did a
survey to see what sort of things people wanted to see at
the centre and a cafe was one of the most popular. We’re
combining it with some special “drop in” opening hours
in July and a few special events like a table top sale and
bingo. I’m looking forward to it.
That all sounds brilliant. A café sounds like a great
idea. What are you own hobbies and leisure time
activities, if you have time for any!
My family, surfing and I’m a bit of a crazy chicken lady.
I live in Tong with my partner and eighteen year old
son. I have two dogs and about twenty hens all different
shapes, sizes and breeds and they all have names and
different characters. They make my garden much more
colourful and make me smile every day with their antics.
I guess one of the attractions for me of living on an island
is the sea. Lewis has so many beautiful beaches and
amazing waves here I can’t imagine not being able to put
on a wetsuit and go bodyboarding on my day off.
I am really enjoying working with everyone at Back
Football and Recreation Club and a massive thanks to
everyone who has helped in anyway so far!
I’m always looking for suggestions, people with a talent
or a keen interest or hobby to run classes or start a new
group, and volunteers to do baking or help with events so
please introduce yourself if you have any ideas or would
like to help out.
Thank you, Terri, you are doing a brilliant job and
readers, if you have something to offer, please get in
touch with Terri.
A.T.
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Back Football and Recreation Club - What’s on in June?
Back Football and Recreation Club News
After a relatively quiet month of May and lots of
sunshine we are excitedly planning for the summer
at Back FRC.
June sees an exciting new development as the
Live Music at Bayhead Sessions comes to Back
for one week only. The group meet every Friday
at the Retirement Centre in Stornoway and is very
popular.
We’re delighted the group are able to visit us while
their usual premises are out of action and we’re hoping lots of new people will come along to listen or join
in. If you enjoy listening to or playing Country, Irish,
or Scottish music, you should come along on the
16th June 6.30-9pm.
July sees some more exciting developments with
a café, kids clubs and special new drop-in opening
hours. During drop-in opening hours (Wed-Sat 9am2pm) you don’t need to book in advance; just turn
up, pay and play. Terri will be on hand to sort you
out with equipment and you can choose from a wide
range of activities in the hall, games room, driving
range, gym and new soft play room.
The café will be open on Fridays and Saturdays
11-2pm serving light lunches, hot drinks, snacks
and ice-creams and we will be running a few different events and clubs over the holidays to keep you
all entertained. All of which can be booked from our
website; www.backfrc.org.uk
Don’t forget our gym development project has been
chosen as one of Coop Local causes, meaning
every time you swipe your membership card and buy
Co op branded products and services, 1% of your
spend goes to a local cause. You can find out more
about our project and how to support us at https://
membership.coop.co.uk/causes/7245/
Dates for your diary:
Rainy Day Bike Club (pre-school): Thursdays 11am
- 3pm, 8th and 15th June only.
Island Archers: Wednesdays 7 -9 pm, £7 adult £3
junior

Youth Darts Academy: Thursdays 6.30 - 7.30pm
(term time only), ages 9-18.
Book Club: 7th June 7pm, £2.50, copies of the book
are available to borrow - contact Terri.
Traditional Music Night: 16th June 6.30 - 9pm
Family Bingo: Thursday 13th July, 11am
Table Top Sale: Saturday 8th July, 10am - 1pm, £5
a table.
Summer Kids Clubs: Art Club Wednesday mornings
in July, book online. Sports Clubs TBC
Gym Inductions: various dates in June
Café: Fridays and Saturdays, 11am - 2pm in July
only
July Drop in: Pay and play activities Wed - Sat, 9am
- 2pm in July only. Drop in and choose from:
Games Room: Pool, darts, table football, table tennis,
air hockey. (Darts will only be given out to over 18s).
Indoor Hall: Badminton, football, basketball, unihoc
and netball.
Soft Play: New soft play equipment has been added
to our small collection and our meeting room has
been temporarily turned into a soft play area for the
summer, with seating for mum or dad to watch in
comfort.
Golf Driving Range: Mon - Sat 9am - 10pm (golf
clubs and tokens available from the office)
Gym: You must be 16+ and have completed an
induction to use the gym.
(Please note the games room, hall and soft play are
not supervised during drop-in hours, and the centre
remains open for pre-booked hires as normal from
9am - 10pm, Mon - Sat.)
For more information or to make a booking contact
Terri on 820745 or visit www.backfrc.org.uk
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Football Notes
The football season has now begun, and so far the team has not gelled as was expected.
The results have been not too good, but we hope that there will be an improvement as the season
progresses, as well as a little bit of luck! The last three league games were lost in extra time.
The football club are grateful to the family of the late John Graham, for donating another shield to the
club, to replace the one he presented himself when he was on holiday from down under in the 80s. He
stipulated that the shield would be presented to the best under 21 player. Who can forget that occasion,
when out of the blue the weather changed from being reasonable, to severe wintry conditions - so much
so that we had to pull out all the stops to ensure that the party arranged in the hall would still go ahead!
We were determined that he would meet his team mates before he left to go back home, and that we
succeeded to do.
D.A. Stewart
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◄ April player of the month is Campbell
Macdonald pictured here receiving
trophy from William MacLean
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Winners of the Cuach na ►
Cloinne - Lewis & Harris.
Christian Morrison, Sandy
Macdonald, Calum Macrae, Euan
Macleod, Seumas Murray
The boys will play in the regional
finals at Inverness Caledonian
Thistle ground on 30th May
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Oisean a' Chòcaire
Lemon Cheesecake
Serves 8-10
Ingredients
For the Biscuit Base
♦ 10 digestive biscuits
♦ 75g/3oz butter, melted
♦ 1 tbsp clear honey
For the filling
♦ 700g/1½lb mascarpone cheese
♦ 2 lemon, juice and zest
♦ 200g/7oz caster sugar,
plus more to taste
♦ 4 tbsp icing sugar
♦ mint, to garnish

Lemon Cheescake

For the sauce
♦ 450g frozen summer fruits, defrosted
♦ icing sugar, to taste
Method
1. Brush the bottom of a 23cm/9in springform cake tin with some of the melted butter and place a round of
greaseproof paper in the base.
2. Crush the biscuits and tip them into a bowl, add the melted butter and honey and stir until well combined.
3. Tip the mixture into the bottom of the cake tin. Using the back of a spoon, gently push the crumbs from
the centre outward, until smooth and level. This will form the base of the cheesecake. Chill in the fridge while
making the filling.
4. For the filling, mix the mascarpone cheese, lemon juice and zest and caster sugar together in a bowl until
well combined. Do not mix the mixture too much as this will cause it to split. Taste the mixture and add more
sugar, to taste.
5. Spoon the mixture into the tin on top of the chilled biscuit mixture and chill in the fridge for at least 2 hours.
6. When ready to serve, either run a hot cloth or blowtorch round the outside of the tin and ease out the
cheesecake.
7. For the sauce, blend most of the fruits with some icing sugar (to taste) in a food processor until smooth.
Pass the sauce through a sieve.
8. Place the cheesecake onto a plate, decorate the top with the sprigs of fresh mint and spoon the sauce
around the side. Decorate with the remaining berries.
James Martin @ BBC Food
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Sgoil a’ Bhac
Sgoil Araich
Tha sinne air a’bhith uabhasach trang
ag obair air pròiseact ‘Peppa Pig’
le Mrs Campbell.
Air Diciadain 3mh den
Chèitean chaidh sinn air
cuairt dhan A’ Gheàrradh
Chruaidh airson airgead
a’chruinneachadh airson
an carthannas Save the
Children. ‘S e latha àlainn
a bh’ann. Dh’ith sinn snack,
chluich sinn agus rinn sinn
tòrr coiseach. Dh’fheumadh sinn
leumadaich as na lòin dìreach mar
a bhios Peppa a’dèanamh ach cha do
lorg sinn aon lòn airson bha an aimsir air a bhith
cho tioram. Thàinig cuid de na mamaidhean còmhla rinn
cuideachd.
Tha tuilleadh againn ri dhèanamh airson ar pròiseact
a’chrìochnachadh. Feuch gun cùm sibh suil air de na
rudan eile a bhios sinn a’deanamh.
We’ve been busy working on ‘Peppa Pig’s Muddy Puddle

Grounds for Learning
Mr Stephen Moizer, Grounds for Learning representative,
visited the school on Tuesday 16th May 2017. We would
like to thank Mrs Annette Gordon for her enthusiasm and
energy in helping to put this visit together and Mr Tim
Pickering for his support. Mr Moizer gave advice on the
kinds of things which we can do within our school grounds
in order to improve the environment for outdoor play and
education. All staff, parents and pupils participated in focus
groups throughout the day. This will be a tremendous help
to us as we seek to see how we can make a real difference to the school grounds here at Sgoil a’ Bhac. Further
information can be found at:
https://www.ltl.org.uk/scotland/
Visiting Speakers
Derek Maxwell and John Birnie, representatives of the
Slavic Gospel Association spoke to the pupils about the

◄ Sgoil Araich on Peppa Pig's
Muddy
Puddle Walk in the sunshine! ▼+
▼

Walk’ with Mrs Campbell. We went to the Castle Grounds
on Wednesday 3rd May to complete our walk and raise
some money for Save the Children but there wasn’t a
muddy puddle in sight! Instead we ate snack, played and
had a lovely long walk in the sunshine.
We’re not quite finished our project yet. Check back in the
next issue to see what else we got up to.

work of the organisation at one of our recent assemblies.
Primary seven pupils took part in health and well-being
workshops delivered by health visitors on Thursday 5th May.
Easter Hamper

As part of an enterprise project GP3-5 raffled off a
Chocolate Easter hampers on Friday the 5th of May. All
the proceeds from the enterprise will go towards Bethesda.
P7 Rotary Quiz
Many congratulations must also go to our P7 Rotary Quiz
team who won the local quiz, held in Stornoway on Thursday
27th May 2017. As a result of this, they also qualified for the
Area Heat which was held in Balintore on Saturday 6th May
2017. The team, consisting of Molly Macdonald, Sandy
Macdonald, Louise Maciver, Braidie Shaw and Amy Wilson
travelled to Balintore on Saturday with the Head Teacher
and local Rotarian and Music Instructor Mr Gavin Woods.
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Some parent supporters were also in
attendance. The Area Quiz was closely fought by five teams from around
the Highlands and Islands and the top
two teams would go through to the
Regional Final in Aberdeen on June
10th. The Sgoil a’ Bhac team were in
contention all the way and although
Madiarmid Primary in Portree were
the outright winners. There was a real
challenge for that second place spot.
In the end, Mulbuie and Dornoch
Primary Schools pipped Sgoil a’ Bhac
to the post with 92 points to Sgoil
a’ Bhac’s 91 points. The quiz then
went into a tie break round which
neither team won and this was followed by ‘Sudden Death’ questions.
The atmosphere in the hall was very
tense and it was eventually Mulbuie
Primary who won through to the next
round. Though the Sgoil a’ Bhac team finally came in 4th place
the competition was so close all the way through and ultimately
what separated these three teams was one question. Park
Primary came in 5th place. We wish Mulbuie and Macdiarmid
Primary Schools all the very best as they travel through to
Aberdeen for the regional Final and we very much look forward
to next year’s Rotary Quiz to see if we can better ourselves.
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Cuach na Cloinne
We’d like to say a big well done to our Gaelic Medium
Football Team who qualified for the next round of the
‘Cuach Na Cloinne’ Gaelic football competition. This
will be taking place in Inverness on Tuesday 30th May
2017.

P7 School Trip Fund-Raising
Primary seven pupils are once again preparing for their annual outdoor mainland residential trip. They leave on the
17th June for Alltnacriche Outdoor Centre. They have been busy fundraising this term. Firstly they ran a very successful Ice-cream day, where they sold ice-cream cones of different flavourings and toppings. It is hoped that another
couple of ice-cream days will be held as it proved to be very popular with the children. Also the pupils organised a
cinema afternoon on Friday 12th May. On their return the pupils, hopefully, will share with us the highlights of the trip.

P 7 Ic e - C r e a m D a y !
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Tong School
Roving Reporters
Naomi, Ruby, Katie, Ellie and Rosena worked
together to write all the latest news for Tong
School. Well done to the reporters for
their continued hard work to record all
school events.
◄ Exploring planets in
the Nursery

Nursery News
The children from the Nursery
and Sgoil Àraich had a Science
morning on Tuesday, 16th May. Kirsty
Macleod from Explore Science Scotland
ran a workshop where the children discovered more about the world through Science
experiments. The experiments included: looking
through rainbow glasses, creating volcanoes and finding
out about the sizes of different planets. There was a lot of
super learning in just one morning. The staff and pupils
wish to thank Kirsty for such a fun learning experience.

All those who have entered the local Mòd
festival are busy learning words and tunes to be ready
for their competitions. We will have more news to share
about the Mòd in next month’s issue.

Badminton Success

Road Safety

Eight pupils volunteered to participate in a badminton
competition which was held at the Sports Centre. Keith.
Grace, Alasdair and Edith were in one team and Katie,
Freya, Ewan and Cailean were in the other team. Keith,
Grace, Alasdair and Edith made it through to the final
where they won their match and were awarded first
place. We are proud of all those who took part in the
competition.
Naidheachdan Roinn na Gàidhlig
The Sgoil Àraich and GM 1 have been busy planting flowers as part of our Outdoor Learning project. We have also
been learning about the area around the school. We were
▼ Fun at the play park

very lucky to visit the
play park last week after
all our hard work. We have
included lots of photographs of
a fun playtime at the park.

In Tong School we held a road safety competition where
the pupils were invited to design posters to highlight the
20mph speed limit outside the school. The competition
was set up because the road is extremely busy and
some drivers do not follow the speed limit. Our solution
to this dangerous problem was to ask pupils to design
road safety posters which could be turned into a mural
on the school wall. It is hoped that a bright and colourful
mural will make drivers more aware of their speed. Ruby
Macmillan (P5) was awarded first place, David Maciver
(P4) was awarded second place and in joint third place
were Leah Macritchie (P3) and Lylya Maciver (GM1). We
hope to begin painting the wall soon.
We think Leah’s rhyme sums up our plea very well:

When in Tong and having fun,
Stick to 20, that is plenty!

afety Competition Winners
S
d
a
Ro
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▲ Kieran was pleased to meet Cheeky the lamb

Listening carefully to Kirsty ▲

Fun Fours Football

Primary Seven Sporting News
Two of our Primary Seven pupils participated in a
Track and Field Running Event organised by
the Stornoway Running Club. Ewan Murray
came 4th in both the 100 metres and 200
metres races and Simeon Fletcher came
3rd in the 1500 metres race. Simeon
was named as the best runner in
his age group and Ewan got a new
PB (Personal Best) in his races. “I
really enjoyed the race and hope
to run more in the future” commented Simeon. Keep it up, boys!

All the pupils in Primary Two and Three enjoyed
participating in the annual Fun Fours Football
Tournament on Thursday, 11th May. The event
was held at the Nicolson football pitch and
it was fun to play matches against teams
from other schools.
Garden Stall

an

The Gardening group have been kept
busy selling plants which have been
grown from seeds and nurtured in
the school polytunnels. We have
offered a wide variety of plants:
We think Grace Macleod in P7 must
cornflowers, poppies, azaleas, sweet
need new shelves in her house for
W
peas, petunias and French marigolds.
all the new silverware she has added
Ew
ell
d
The
plants are strong and healthy and
to her collection! Grace was awarded
done
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we hope they brighten up the gardens in
lots of prizes at a recent Highland dancwhich they are planted. Our strawberries are
ing competition. She was also named as
the dancer from the Lynn Maclean School of Dancing
almost ready to sell too. The profits from the sale of
with the highest number of points. Great work, Grace!
plants will be added to the school fund.
Slavic Gospel Association
John and Derek, two missionaries from the Slavic
Gospel Association, spoke at our assembly on Friday,
5th May. The group work with countries in Eastern
Europe and Central Asia. It was very interesting to hear
about the work of this organisation.
A Lamb Came to School
Mrs Walker, our school cleaner, took her lamb to school
one afternoon. Cheeky is a Hebridean lamb and he
is very well-behaved and not at all cheeky. Everyone
enjoyed stroking his soft face and he drank his bottle of
milk very quickly in P1/2. Thank you for bringing your pet
to school, Mrs Walker.
Plants for sale ►
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BACK
PHARMACY
VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION
AND DELIVERY SERVICE
TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE
Access Roads, Site Clearances,
Foundations, Drainage,
Landscaping Etc…
22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis
Tel: 01851820687
Mob: 07733067524
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Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire
available now
Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers
Cement mixer
Pressure Washer
Hedge Trimmer etc etc
Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:
07899 011 559

Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements
Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets
A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles
Credit and Debit Cards Accepted
Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI AND COURIERS
24 Hour Service Guaranteed
70 4444
Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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Calum Maclean
I would like to thank the residents of the Loch a Tuath district for their support in electing me as
Councillor for the Loch a Tuath Ward.
I will endeavour to do my best to support all within the Ward and ask any who have concerns or
otherwise to feel free to contact me at the following:
Mobile 07796262113 or email calum.maclean@cnes-siar.gov.uk
Calum Maclean
50 Upper Coll
HS2 0LT

Donald
Crichton

I was overwhelmed and humbled by the support I received in
the recent election for the Loch a Tuath Ward. I want to place on record
my sincere thanks for the support I received and I will redouble my efforts for all the
people of the community. I will continue to serve to the best
of my ability, listening to and helping with your concerns and
cases.
I will be organising surgeries over the next few months but in
the mantime if you have an enquiry you can get in touch at
the usual contact details: donald.crichton@cne-siar.gov.uk;
mob: 07795020110 or Tel: 820842. I can also be contacted on
my Facebook page at Councillor Donald Crichton.
Moran taing,
Donald Crichton

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE
LOCH A TUATH NEWS

AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash
for £32.40 to Laura Graham, 5 Catherine Hill, Coll,
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.
Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk
A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £32.40
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY
TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242
QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER
OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL
STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING
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From the Archives...
June 2007
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2

1. Katie Ann Ruadh, Sine Bhridy, Willie Ann

2. Hotel Girls: Catriona Sheorais a’ Bhide
anaich &
a friend, Katie Bell Chaluim ‘an Duncan,
Katie Bell
Sheonaidh ‘an Alasdair, Murdag Sheonaidh
‘an Alasdair

1

4

3
Gress BBQ 2004

5

3. Donna & Sarah Tohan
4. Village children & friends
5. Swanny, Jackie, Jonathan & Domhnall Bhobshie
6. Dòmhnall Alasdair, Jack, Swanny, Jacky, Jonathan
(Sutton), Domhnall Bhobshie
7. Village ladies watching the sports

6

7

25

Coinneach aig Baile
Kenny looks back on some of the activities and people
seen through the eyes of a boy growing up in Upper
Coll in the 1950s.
At this time of year we were very busy.
There were tweeds to weave. There were peats to
be dried and prepared for
taking home. The potatoes had to be kept clean.
The clover was growing. The corn was slowly
appearing. The cow was
to be milked morning and
evening. The sheep with
their fast growing lambs
took advantage of the
early summer growth in
the crofts, the machair
and the moor. The water
was to be taken in from
the well. The road was still
untarred.
That was life in the Col
Uarach in which I grew up
in the 1950s.
School was more pleasant
than in winter. We had to walk to the end of the road to
catch the bus driven by Murdigan, Left or the Cuilian
and the conductress took our fares, at first a halfpenny
each. At this time of year we might get wet at times but
we didn't have the winter hailstones hitting our shorttrousered legs.
A lifetime ago, another century, another world.
No such thing as television. Radios in some houses.
No house with a car.
Monday, Lipton's van; Tuesday, Aonghas a'Bhilich;
Wednesday, Dougie; Thursday, Angie Og with Van
Bular; Friday, the Co-op van. Saturday, the Creagan.
No need to go to town. No need for a shop. Everything
brought to the door.
The characters as we grew up. Gionn, the respected
elder at No. 5, Coinneach Tomishan, Aonghas Piuth,
Pòshan, Ailig an t- Shiaraich, Banntrach Iain Bhig,
Daras, Bruce, am Peel, Cumming, Banntrach Rancain,
Dòmhnull Piuth, an Stal, Bruce Shothaid, Banntrach
an Taillear, Calum Bhochain. There were others of the
next generation, but there were still so many around

who had come to Upper Coll when it was established
in the 1920s. And now we regret they didn't say much
about these times, nor did we have the sense to ask.
And soon it was too late.
I can think of at least thirteen looms in the village
at the time. Now there are none. We all learned to
weave after years of filling the iteachans. Todds
and Newalls were the
main suppliers of the
warps and the bobbans
from which we filled the
smaller iteachans which
were placed in the shuttles which flew the weft
across the warp to form
the tweed. We helped
beam the warp onto the
loom. We learned to tie
in the beginning of one
tweed to the end of the
previous ones. Learned it
but never liked it. Aonghas
Dhòmhnaill 'ic Eastar was
a master at it. 35-40 minutes and over 600 threads
were tied and the next
tweed was ready to go.
We also wove tweeds for Pat Macfarlane and later
Eddie Gray. We wove for Alec Macaulay but not for
pay. We had a tab in the shop which at times was in
credit, at times not so. We got nearly all our clothes,
shoes, etc there as we didn't have to pay. It went
against the money due for tweeds.
The Angus River on one side, the Coll River with the
Gleann and the Gil. Every one of us with our bamboo
rod, bought of Iain Mhurchaidh Uisdean in the Post
Office. A length of cord, a length of cat gut, a cork from
a medicine bottle and a haddock hook got off Bruce, a
few worms from the croft and we were away for hours,
sometimes catching a trout, sometimes not.
The Port, Port Cuil, where we used to wait for Eathar
a'Pheel to come in. Bruce and Aonghas a'Bhìlich
amongst the crew. They would occasionally give us a
cnòdan (gurnet) or two. Fascinating to watch the setting of the bait and the hooks in the sgùil, sometimes
mussels from Uig or diagonal slices of mackerel. The
privilege of being allowed to rèiteach the net, unravel
it after a fishing trip, and get it ready for the baiting for
the next trip.
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Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office
20 Kenneth Street
Stornoway
Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DR
Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Continued from p23.....
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June 2007
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Tong
Caraidean
Trip
Here are some pictures of the recent
Tong Caraidean trip to Pitlochry. Looks
like the sun was shining and a great
time was had by all
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Back in Time
Home From USA
We are glad to welcome on a visit to their native
isle Messrs John and James Liddle, sons of the late
Mr Peter Liddle and Mrs Liddle of Gress farm,
who have been engaged in farming on an extensive scale in the State of Idaho, USA for many
years. Their many friends are glad to see them
back again and we wish them a pleasant holiday.
Back Beat Lochs
There were few outstanding incidents in the match
between Lochs and Back at Upper Coll last week,
except perhaps the fact that Lochs scored the first
goal of the game and for some time the score stood
at 1-0 for them.
The game refereed by Mr AJ Maciver, Stornoway,
started off uneventfully, and in spite of a great
deal of foot-slogging, or perhaps because of it,
threatened to lapse into dullness. But then out of
the blue somewhere, or rather out from a group of
blues, came Nicolson, the Lochs outside right, and
slammed the first goal of the game home. This
gave the crowd the titbit they were waiting for,
and interest livened up considerably.
It was some time, before Back evened up the
score, when Graham, who scored all his team’s
three goals, got through on his own, had a quick
look at the goal and sent the ball past Macleod,
Lochs never tiring goalie. Back settled down now
after their initial shakiness, and played combined
football.
The Back defenders were seldom called upon
to stop anything, although one or two stray
Lochs raids, usually under the supervision of
Montgomery the centre-forward, or Nicolson,
might have been dangerous had they got far
enough.
At half-time the score was still 1-1 and looked like
remaining so for a while in the second half. But
again Graham went charging through with another
hot-shot, which the goalie could not hold.
It is an indication of the play throughout that
Macleod the Lochs goalkeeper was the busiest
man on the field, diving, leaping and, above all,

June 1947
saving, in a specacular manner. On several occasions Back looked very like scoring and the ball
hit the cross-bar a few times, and once Murdo
Macleod came racing up the left wing, and sent
across a rasper which rattled the whole framework
of the posts. It was Graham again, however, who
brought the score to 3 for Back, the score at which
the final whistle blew.
Back were on top throughout most of the game, and
gave some neat displays, but were not up to their
usual standard. Lochs on the other hand seemed
to be well above it, and were said to have played
their best game this season. For them Macleod
in goal was outstanding, with Montgomery and
Nicolson the eye-catchers in the forward line.
Coming And Going
We are pleased to welcome home on holiday from
New York, Miss Joan Macleod, Brevig, Vatisker.
This is her first visit home in many years. Also at
home from the United States are the Misses Katie
and Annie Newall, Back and returned to her
home in California, USA, is Mrs John Wells, with
her daughter Sheila and Randagael. In a cutting
from a local newspaper, there is an article on Mrs
Wells’ return, in which she tells of her surprise at
finding that there were ample stocks of the staple
foods in Scotland, although the fancier goods
were hard to get. “You can get as many stockings
as you want,” she says, “if you have the coupons.
Handkerchiefs are rationed too. You can’t buy
two coats or two good suits at one time, but the
clothing is of better quality than here and lasts
longer and looks better. All the women there
appear well dressed.”
Mrs Wells was paying a visit to her father and
family at Upper Coll. While the incoming traffic
of visitors in the village is still pretty slight, the
outgoing one has been heavy, especially during
the last week, when something like a large scale
exodus took place from the ranks of the young
girls. Going to work in the south were Misses
Katie Ann and Isabel Maciver, 48 Back: Miss
Murdina Gunn, New Street, Back; Miss Mary A
Mackay, 51 Back; Miss Annie Macleod, 44 Back;
Miss Chirsty M Stewart, 17 Back; Miss Catherine
Macaskill, Lighthill, Back; Miss KA Macleod, 66
Back and Miss Murdina Macleod, 1 Gress.
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Pupils from Tong at their sixth year dinner dance, December 2016
Jessica Macphail, Gregor Macleod, Kristy Lindsay, Mark Maclean, Jodie Mackay, Kenneth Macleod

Sunset Flare over the Land
Raiders' Monument, Gress.
Picture courtesy of Impact
Imagz

Material for publication in the JULY/AUGUST issue of Loch a
Tuath News must be in before MONDAY 19th JUNE 2017

