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Summer is on the way – hopeful-
ly! A warm wel-
come to your July/
August double issue 
of Loch a Tuath 
News. I am writing 
this during the last 
week of school term 
- a week which I 
always feel can’t be 
over soon enough 
for parents and 
teachers as there 
is so much going 
on, but the children 
enjoy every minute! Though I imag-
ine that come the end of the week 
everyone will be looking forward to 
a rest!

Here’s hoping for a nice dry and 
sunny holiday for us all! In Col Uarach 
we are busy getting the garden sort-
ed and looking forward to a wee trip 
away at some point in July. A change 
of scenery will do us all the world of 
good!

This month we have all your usual 
favourites, and there certainly has 
been lots going on in our bailtean, 

so much so we have had to use two 
pages to fit in all the lovely photos 
you have sent in! A big well done to 
all our Mod competitors and school 
prize winners, they all put in such 
hard work and did fantastically!  

We hear from Coinneach in 
Coinneach aig Baile 
this month also, as 
well as the Manse, 
Community Council 
and Angus Maclennan 
from E-Sgoil.

Please note the Loch 
a Tuath AGM takes 
place on Tuesday 8 
August at 7.30pm in 
the crèche at Back 
Free Church. I know I 
say this in most issues, 

but I really do encourage as many 
as possible to come along and show 
your support. The Loch a Tuath 
News needs community support, so 
if you are free to come, you will be 
most welcome.  

Whatever you are up to over the holi-
days, take care and have a blessed 
summer,

Melanie

Front Cover Photographs: Sgoil a' 
Bhac and Tong School Choirs.

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: latneditor2@outlook.com
By post: Taigh Gone, 27 Upper Coll, HS2 0LS

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Fàilte

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 
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Back/Vatisker
The late Dolina King

It was with much sadness that we 
learned of the passing of Mrs Dolina 
King (nee Graham) at a hospice 
in Lancashire on 11 May aged 85 
years. Doileag Mairi Deeds, as she 
was known locally, was the widow 
of Jimmy King who she met while 
they were both employed in Gairloch. 
Following their marriage the young 
couple lived in Ireland and Glasgow 
before eventually returning home to 
the newly established community at 
Ford Terrace in Tong.

Doileag's friendly, sociable nature 
and strong work ethic endeared her 
to her neighbours and friends and 
also to the residents and staff of Dun 
Berisay where she worked for fifteen 
years prior to her retirement. During a 
short illness borne with patience she 
was lovingly cared for by her daugh-
ters Patricia in Birmingham, and Mary 
in Greater Manchester.

Doileag was, for many years, a 
communicant member in Back Free 
Church and it was from there that her 
funeral cortege departed, winding its 
way out Lighthill Road and up Sraid 
a' Bhac, eventually passing the small 
cottage at 8 Back where she was 
born and where she spent her forma-
tive years. We offer our condolences 
to her aforementioned daughters and 
to her sons John in Inverness, Jim in 
London and to the extended family in 
their sad loss.

New Baby

We are delighted to record the birth 
of Kara De Garis who was born at the 
Western Isles Hospital on 4 June. Her 
proud parents Richie and Alannah 
have, over the last few months, been 
busy preparing their new home at 4/5 
Back in readiness for her arrival.

We send them our warmest congratu-
lations and also to John and Kathleen 
Macneil, 5 Back who will be equally 
excited at having their first grandchild 
living just across the road from them. 

Silver Wedding

Congratulations to Kenny and Margo 
Macleod (nee Macneil), 3 Back, who 
recently celebrated their twenty fifth 
wedding anniversary. Kenny and 

Margo were married at Back Free 
Church on 15 May 1992 by Rev A. 
Montgomery. Their best man was 
Kenny's brother Iain, while the brides-
maids were Margo's sisters Sharon 
and Mairi, her cousin Shelley Marie 
Moffat and her neighbour and friend 
Katherine Murray, 9 Back.

The summer of ‘92 was a busy one 
for weddings at Ceann a' Deas a' 
Bhac; both Sharon and Katherine will 
also celebrate their silver wedding 
anniversaries later this year.

Home on Holiday
Relatives and friends were pleased to 
welcome back members of the Gray 
family recently. During a short visit 
they stayed at a holiday home not far 
from 52 Vatisker, where their moth-
er Margaret (Mairead Sheumais a' 
Ghobha) was brought up and where 
they spent many happy summer holi-
days when they came home from 
Glasgow.

The occasion for their return was an 
invitation to Andy, a former Rangers 
forward and Scotland international-
ist, to take part in a question and 
answer session at the Lewis Rangers 
Supporters Club in Stornoway where 
a most enjoyable night was had by all. 
Andy was accompanied by his wife 
Rachel, father-in-law Alan, brother 
Willie and sister-in-law Grace. We 
hope the fine Lewis weather they 
enjoyed will entice them back to our 
shores before long. 

Swimming Success

Isla Macdonald, daughter of Andy & 
Mandy, Anderson Road, was away 
last weekend swimming in Nairn IM 
Challenge and Dundee Stars of the 
Future Competition. She won both 
competitions and overall girl in the 
10 year old category. Isla is the 
granddaughter of Murdo Milo & Joan 
Murray, 47a Back. Well done!

coll
Congratulations

Married recently in Edinburgh were 
Donalda, daughter of the late Alex 
Murdo Macleod (Ullag) and Doileag, 
formerly of 40 Coll, and Donald Smith 
of Dell, Ness, son of the late Catriona 
(Poshan). We wish the happy couple 
many years of happiness together.

Gress
Congratulations

Well done to Luke Macleod in win-
ning the Literacy Prize at the Mod!

We wish to congratulate Ewan 
Cowan, no. 30, on his promotion to 
Police Sergeant in Stornoway.

Best wishes go to Annabel Maclennan 
on her first job in Glasgow as 
Presenter for Dè a- Nis at the BBC.

We congratulate Mark Macleod, 
son of Willie and Cathie Macleod, 
Glenesk,  on completing his 3 years 
of study at  Edinburgh Theological 
Seminary.  

Congratulations to Kieran Maclennan, 
son of Jamie and Isobel, 45 Gress, 
on being awarded a silver medal in 
the 9-13 yrs competition for solo sing-
ing (learners). Well done!

New Villagers

Welcome to Pearl and John Campbell 
who have moved in to no. 16 Gress. 
We hope they settle down here in 
their new home and enjoy being in 
the village.

Get Well Wishes

We are pleased that Catriona 
Maclennan, no. 22, has completed 
her treatment and is now at home. 
Her father, Iain, is also home and 
improving. We hope they both con-
tinue to make good progress.

tonG
Highland Dancing 

Caitlin Macdonald and Grace Anne 
Macleod qualified this May to 
represent the Western Isles at the 
Scottish Area Finals in Oban. The 

as na 
Bailtean
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▲ Andy and Willie Gray pictured 
with their cousins from 1 Vatisker 
Eilidh, Isla and Seumas Murray

▼ Isla Macdonald
with her swimming medals! (Back)

◄ Kara de Garis, 
born 4th June 
to Richie and 
Alannah (Back)

BailteanPictures,.A,.s na

▲ Talia Graham with An 
Cupa Phatagonia (Upper 
Coll)

◄ Molly Macdonald with 
An duais a BhBC mar 
chuimhneachan air Diane 
Mhoireasdan (Upper Coll)

▼ Alison Graham, 
Catherine Hill, won the 
Dr Alasdair Barden Memorial 
Trophy for Psalm Precenting

Turn to page 29 for 
more As Na Bailtean 

photographs
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girls, who are first cousins and granddaughters of Annie 
Mary and Murdo Macdonald, 15b Aird Tong, attend 
the Lynn Maclean School of dancing and qualified 
along with three girls from Uist. They took part in a 
huge competition, dancing against some of the elite 
Highland Dancers from throughout Scotland. A very 
nerve wracking experience but great to be a part of it.  
Well done girls! 

Village Condolences

We extend our sincere condolences to the family of 
the late Dollag King, Ford Terrace, Tong. We especially 
remember her children John, Mary, Patricia and Jim and 
their families at this time.

We also send our sympathy to Chrissie Murray, Clachan 
Biorrach, Tong who lost her husband recently.

Memories of Days Gone by

On their return to America, after the first holiday to the 
family home at 2 Tong in 1947, the Macleod sisters - 
Chirsty Ann and Jane - sent this poem to their best 
friend Mrs Ishbel Murray at Beach House, Stornoway.  
As many will know from across the island, Beach 
House was noted for hospitality and a warm welcome 
from her daughter Anna Mhaiser - it was always open 
house. 

Her family would like to share the poem with readers of 
LATN as it brings back memories of days gone by:

“Thoughts of you recall to us
a bright and cheery fire,
A kettle just at boiling point,
the teapot by its side.
Both of them were always full,
the table always set,
it wasn’t any bother to take out another plate.

We hope to see it all again before so many years,
to sit with you and talk and laugh
and drink the cup that cheers.
Until we meet, accept this wish
that’s sent from Jane and me:

“May your purse be always full of cash,
and your teapot full of tea.”

Upper coll
Mòd Ionadail Leòdhais 

Many children from Upper Coll took part in the recent 
local Mod and it is fantastic to see so many competing 
in drama, recitation and choral and solo singing in dif-
ferent age groups. 

Coinneach Stewart, Bethany Macritchie, Christian 
Morrison, Molly Macdonald, Hannah Stewart, Cara 
Macritchie, Kara Campbell and Lilia Macdonald all took 
part in recitation competitions. 

In solo singing, Lilia Macdonald, Hannah Stewart, Talia 
Graham, Nathan Rogers  and Molly Macdonald com-
peted. 

In the prize lists were Nathan Rogers who was placed 
2nd in Boys Solo Age 9-12 Learners, Hannah Stewart 
who was 3rd in Girls and Boys  Solo Singing Age 7-8 
Learners, Lilia Macdonald was 2nd in Recitation Age 
5-6 Learners and Molly Macdonald was 3rd in Recitation 
Age 11-12 Fluent. Molly also won the Girls Solo Singing 
Age 11-12.

Duais a BhBC mar Chuimhneachean air Diane 
Mhoireasdan, with her singing of Tha Smeòrach sa 
Mhadainn Chiùin. Talia  won the Girls Solo Singing Age 
11-12, gaining An Cupa Phatagonia with her rendition 
of Eilean Uaine fo Cheò; she also shared the trophy 
for highest marks in music across all competitions, with  
three other competitors. Congratulations to you all, and 
we look forward to many more successes from Col 
Uarach youngsters in the future.

18th Birthday

Birthday greetings are sent to Jack Macritchie, 12 
Upper Coll. Jack celebrated his 18th birthday on 15 
June 2017. At present Jack is in the midst of his modern 
apprenticeship in Care, currently working towards his 
SVQ 2 in Dun Berisay. We send Jack our congratula-
tions and very best wishes for this special milestone 
birthday.

Another Birthday!

Alick Angus Graham, 19 Upper Coll celebrates his 86th 
birthday in July. Alick is our most senior gentleman in 
the village who was born here! Happy birthday, and may 
you have many more walks along Coll beach!

Retirement

Joan Maclean, 50 Upper Coll, recently retired from 
the Finance and Corporate Resources Department at 
Comhairle nan Eilean Siar. We send our best wishes 
to Joan and wish her a long and healthy retirement. All 
her grandchildren will be delighted to see more of their 
granny!

Primary 7 Leavers

Talia Graham, 13b Upper Coll, Molly Macdonald, 20 
Upper Coll and Nathan Rogers 11 b Upper Coll, are 
due to leave primary school. We wish them all well as 
they move on to the next stage of their education in The 
Nicolson Institute.

Athletics

Coinneach Stewart, 19 Upper Coll, took part in the  
Western Isles Track and Field Championships on 3rd 
June 2017. Nine year old Coinneach gained a bronze 
medal in the Shot Putt and a bronze medal in the Long 
Jump in the 8-9 years category.’ S math a rinn thu!
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We are grateful to Catriona Wilson, New Street, 
Back for the following article from The Stornoway 
Gazette, February 1968. In 1968, the island was part 
of Ross and Cromarty, and Mr James Maclennan 
(Jimmy Bullar, originally from Tong), was our district 
council representative on Ross and Cromarty County 
Council.

“Crofters in New Street, Back, face being bogged 
down every time they drive to Stornoway, for the half 
mile stretch of road outside their homes turns into 
a sea of mud with every rain shower. Even in dry 

weather the dirt road is almost impassable because 
of potholes and sharp stones. Now some of the croft-
ers have complained to their representative on the 
District Council, Mr James Maclennan, who visited 
New Street last week.

During his visit, Mr Maclennan’s car sank up to its 
axles in mud as he drove along the road. When he 
stepped from his car he said: “This is really shocking”.

Earlier, Mr Maclennan had heard Mr Donald 
Ferguson of new Street say that mobile shops had 
refused to use the road in wet weather. The reason 
for this was that they might very easily get bogged 
down.

Said Mr Ferguson: “We really are fed up complain-
ing. There is no bus service here so we have no 

alternative but to use our cars. This is not really 
an alternative since we face getting bogged down 
every time we drive along New Street. We pay our 
road taxes the same as everybody else. Up to now 
nobody has been interested in doing anything about 
this road.

“I have had to turn away tourists because of the bad 
state of the road. Most of the tourists have cars and 
you can’t expect them t drive on this sorted road. 
A few years ago we withheld payment of our rates 
because we felt that the authorities would do some-

thing under these circumstances. In 
the end, however, we had to pay our 
rates and nothing was done about the 
road.

I sent a letter to Mr Maclennan and he 
has been very helpful in his dealings 
with this matter. There are 13 houses 
on this part of the road and the people 
deserve consideration.

Conditions are bad enough in dry 
weather but when it is wet it’s impos-
sible to use the road. The cars just get 
stuck in the mud.”

Mr George Morrison, who lives near-
by, added: “I work in Stornoway and 
every day I risk taking my car along 
the road outside my house. Getting 
into town is bad enough but coming 

back in the dark can be very troublesome. You can’t 
see the holes in the road let alone the mud and the 
drainage ditches.

The recent spell of bad weather made the road a ter-
rible mess. I have written to Mr Maclennan, but I have 
also been complaining for years about the conditions. 
The road has to be seen to be believed.”

Councillor Maclennan said, before he left New Street, 
There is a limit to the patience and forbearance of 
even the most tolerant community. I have the utmost 
sympathy for these people and their plight.

It took some time for the road to get like this. It did not 
get into this condition overnight. Something should 
certainly be done.”

A few years ago the crofters took seven loads of sand 
and gravel to New Street and tried to resurface the 

New Street, 1968

Road is a “Sea of Mud” Every Time it Rains
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road. For a time the road was 
in reasonable condition but a 
rainstorm washed away their 
good work.

Added Mr Maclennan: “I don’t 
think the County Council can 
possibly afford to ignore this 
problem any longer. Such con-
ditions would not be tolerated in 
any other part of Britain.

It’s quite ridiculous to suggest 
that these particular roads are 
not the responsibility of the high-
ways authority – so far as these 
people are concerned, these 
mud tracks are their highways. 
They pay very dearly in rates 
and taxes, and get very little in 
return.

In fact, as you can see, three 
of the residents who work in 
Stornoway had to leave their 
cars at home due to the condi-
tion of the road.

These roads should be brought 
up to standard by the County Council, classified, and 
maintained, as was done in another part of the county 
five or six years ago. The longer the matter is delayed 

the higher will be the cost of 
the reconstruction.

This particular road serves 
13 houses and I understand 
that 18 people leave the 
New Street are daily, 8 of 
whom are schoolchildren. 
These youngsters cannot 
avoid getting their feet wet, 
which of course is very detri-
mental to their health.

Although forewarned, I was 
foolhardy enough to take 
my car on he to the road. 
Within 100 yards I ended up 
stuck in the mud and, actu-
ally burst the silencer getting 
the car out.

These roads have been in 
a shocking condition for a 
very long time but there had 
been a very marked deterio-
ration as a result of the frosty 
conditions which we experi-
enced this winter.

I can assure you that I shall continue to make the 
strongest possible representations at every opportu-
nity until this anomaly is removed.”

Mobile Shops Refuse to Use New Street Back

At their last meeting Back Community Council were pleased to welcome Mr Calum Maclean , recently elected 
Councillor, to their meeting. Donald Crichton and John A. Maciver were also in attendance and were congratu-
lated on retaining their places on the Comhairle.

The Community Council expressed their thanks to Catriona Stewart who retired from her role as a Councillor 
and offered the thanks of all present for the work she had done over her years in the Council. We hope 
Catriona will continue to attend our meetings and events in the future. 

The work of the community council continues on several fronts and anyone interested in that work is welcome 
to attend Community Council Meetings. We are currently looking to erect signage on the main roads for the 
AED’s placed at the Centre, The Community Hut and by the roadside in Gress and are looking at grant appli-
cations to aid the upgrading of the kitchen in the Hut among other things.

 As is customary there is likely to be  break from meetings during the summer holidays so the next meeting is 
planned for Tuesday 29th August at 7pm in the Community Hut.

All local residents are warmly welcomed to attend.

Back Community Council
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Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams   ●   Spectacles   ●   Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                                 700808
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From the Manse
MAF – Reaching the Forgotten
I’ve just been speaking to Kenny John Mackenzie in 
Uganda via Skype. He was telling me of how he managed 
to get some emergency motorcycle parts to the Congo for 
Pastor Upoki’s bike. The parts were taken from Uganda 
to Upoki by MAF (Mission Aviation Fellowship). Without 
MAF’s help and support, it would have been extremely dif-
ficult for Kenny John to respond to Upoki’s SOS.

As many of our readers appreciate, MAF is a Christian 
organisation serving 26 developing countries to reach the 
world’s forgotten people – those living out of sight, out of 
mind and out of hope.  With land access denied by inac-
cessible terrain – due to natural disaster, war or economic 
crises – thousands of communities, like Upoki’s home vil-
lage in the Congo, are completely isolated.

Operating around 135 light aircraft, MAF’s pilots fly into 
some 1,400 remote destinations. Whether landing in 
deserts or jungles, on lakes, rivers, tracks or roads, MAF 
planes transport essential medical care, food, water, 
resources, relief teams and church workers to those in 
desperate need.  

Each MAF flight carries practical help, spiritual hope and 
physical healing to thousands of men, women and children 
for whom flying is not a luxury but a lifeline. By comparison, 
all of this puts our so called ‘lifeline services’ here in the 
relatively well-off Outer Hebrides into perspective.

When renewed fighting erupted in Juba (crises points 
which rarely make the headlines on our mainstream news 
channels), MAF lifelines in South Sudan, Kenya and 
Uganda worked to co-ordinate the large number of emer-
gency evacuations in the country MAF has served since 
1950. The arrival of a new Cessna 182 SMA aircraft in East 
Africa could not have been better timed.

A MAF pilot’s ability to land a 135 light aircraft on rugged 
mountains, unforgiving deserts, dirt roads, lakes and rivers 
saves entire communities from days struggling through 
dense undergrowth, traversing treacherous roads or cross-
ing rivers to receive urgently needed assistance.

MAF recently conveyed thanks for the thousands of gen-
erous supporters and volunteers, such as our own Alex 
Chalmers, Upper Coll, who enable their planes to keep 
bringing Christ to the World – ‘in many cases, making a dif-
ference for eternity,’ says MAF UK’s 
Chief Executive Ruth Whitaker.

Please continue to pray 
for MAF. Should any 
of our readers wish to 
donate to the work of 
MAF then they can do 
so by visiting www.maf-
uk.org.

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during July 2017 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 2 July
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod     (Baptism)
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 9 July
11am:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod
11am:  Rev Kenneth M Ferguson    (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 16 July
11am:  Rev Donald A Macdonald
11am:  Mr Iain A Mackinnon      (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 23 July
11am:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod
11am:  Rev Kenneth M Ferguson     (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 30 July
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
11am:  Rev Donald A Macdonald     (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 2 July
11am:  No Service

Sunday 9 July
6pm:   Mr Iain A Mackinnon   (Gaelic)

Sunday 16 July
11am: Rev Alasdair I Macleod 

Sunday 23 July
11am: Mr Neil Murray      (Gaelic)

Please visit www.backfreechurch.co.uk 
for August’s preaching programme.

July Service Times 
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John Maciver, 6 Upper Coll

Iain Choinnich Bhig (An Geb) 
who was born at 38 Coll 

was one of five sons in 
the family of seven of 
Kenneth and Annie 
Maciver. He served 
with the RNR dur-
ing WW1; his older 
brothers Murdo and 
Roderick served with 
the RNR and the 

Scottish Rifles respec-
tively. The eldest broth-

er Angus was one of 
seven villagers who were 

drowned in Bathadh Chuil in 
January 1894. Following the partition of Coll Farm in 
1921 John was allocated no. 6 Upper Coll where he 
and his wife Margaret (nee Stewart, 47 Coll) raised 
their large family of four daughters and three sons.

It is interesting to note that all the males in this 
household saw action in the Second World War 
- John (Merchant Navy) his sons John (Royal 
Navy), Calum (Royal Navy) and Kenneth (RAF). 
His daughter Angusina served with the NAAFI. 
John took seriously ill in 1940 while at sea and was 
taken ashore to a war hospital in Southern England 
where he underwent an operation but he died on 
27 February 1941 aged 58. Interment took place 
in Gress Cemetery the following week. Angusina 
(Bean Iomhair a' Bhounce) is the last of teaghlach a' 
Gheb and lives at 6 Upper Coll today. 

William Murray, 7 Upper Coll

Uilleam Phoisean (Gaoidh) 
was one of four sons of 
Kenneth and Christina 
Murray who saw action 
in WW2. The cargo 
vessel SS Empire 
Ridge on which he 
served was torpedoed 
on 19 May 1941 west of 
Ireland with the loss of all 
but two of its crew of thirty 
three. In an obituary in the 

Stornoway Gazette it was written of William that he 
was "..quiet, gentle and unassuming by nature and 
possessed a keen sense of humour and ready wit. 
He was a very popular lad, well liked and respected 
by all who came in contact with him." 

The other sons in teaghlach Phoisean were: John 
Alex (RNR) who married Peggy Macleod, 14 Upper 
Coll and lived in Tong; David (RAF) who settled in 
Inverness with his wife Mary Ann Macleod, 63 Coll 
and Donald (RNR) who married Peggy Birnie, 16 
Upper Coll and moved to 35 Upper Coll. William's 
sisters Margaret and Catherine were married to 
brothers Donald and Angus Smith respectively of 
Ness - Norman, the son of Catherine lives in Gress.

John Murdo Macleod, 8 Upper Coll

John Murdo Ailig an t-Siara-
ich, known locally as Gip, 

was one of four sons 
in the family of elev-
en of Alexander and 
Christina Macleod. 
He served with the 
Merchant Navy and 
was twice home 
on survivors leave 
prior to his demise 
- one of those occa-

sions followed the 
sinking of SS City of 

Simla in 1940. He was 
lost on 5 June 1942 aged 

26 years when SS Elysia, on which he was a 
passenger en route to joining another ship, was 
torpedoed by two Japanese raiders in the Indian 
Ocean. Donald Macleod, 47 Vatisker (Dolangie 
Aonghais Dhomhnaill) was another passenger and 
was the last man on board to abandon the ship. 
John Murdo's brother George (RNR) was a survi-
vor from SS Laurentic which was sunk in 1940; he 
later moved to 4 Tong Park following his marriage to 
Catherine Thomson (Catriona Stumpy).

Another brother Murdo served with the Australian 
Army; he, with his wife Peggy MacDonald, 24 
Upper Coll, became the tenants of 8 Upper Coll. 
The early war years were particularly difficult for the 
Macleod family. Having lost two girls, Alexina and 

Gaisgich Chuil Uaraich 1939 - 1945
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Peggy, some years earlier, another sister Kenina 
passed away in 1940 aged just 18 years. Other 
members of teaghlach Ailig an t-Siaraich included 
Peggy who was a private with the ATS during the 
war and Margaret Ann (Bean Angie Og) who lived 
in Newmarket. Peggy, who lived in Welwyn Garden 
City, England, was the last of the family and died 
in 2015. Their mother Christina (nee Macmillan, 26 
Back) was aged 103 years when she passed away 
in 1990.

Malcolm Maciver, 10 Upper Coll

Calum Dharais, known to 
his contemporaries as 
Gillis, was the sec-
ond son of John and 
Jane Maciver. He 
was with the RNR 
from the outset of 
war and served 
for a year in West 
Africa as well as 
in the Channel - he 
temporarily lost the 
sight of an eye as the 
result of bombing at 
Dover. In May 1942 he 
became ill and was given 
leave to return home with a view to returning 
to active service. However his condition gradu-
ally deteriorated and he passed away in the Lewis 
Sanitorium on 12 September 1943 aged 32 years. 
His brother Kenneth (Tomas) also served with the 
RNR; he moved to Grimsby following his marriage 
to Angusina Macleod, 30 Coll who was an orphan of 
the Iolaire Disaster.

The closest relations today are the family of his 
brother Donald (Sonny) and sister Jessie (Seonaid). 
Donald lived in Tong with his wife Marion Maciver, 
27 Vatisker. Jessie lived in the old family home with 
her husband Alex John Macleod, 16 Upper Coll.

Norman Morrison, 30 Upper Coll

The family of seven of John and Mary Morrison 
were brought up at 15 Vatisker prior to their reloca-
tion to 30 Upper Coll. All three sons in teaghlach 
'an Tony answered the call; Calum served with the 

Royal Navy and Alexander served with the Royal 
Engineers. Norman, who was aged 23 years, was 
one of two men from the district who were lost 
aboard HMT Charles Boyes when she struck a 
mine in the North Sea on 25 May 1940; Alexander 
Mackay, 53 Back was also killed. 

His father had a distinguished war record, having 
served through the Boer War and the Great War with 
the Seaforths and Navy respectively and then with 
the Merchant Navy in WW2. Sadly John died sud-
denly in October 1940 while home on leave, just five 
months after his son's demise.

Norman's late sister Katie Ann was married to 
Murdo Macleod of Ness who died from a war-related 
illness in 1947. She later moved to Broadbay View 
where she brought up her two young sons Iain and 
John Murdo (Brainy), both of whom passed away in 
recent years. 

Neil Graham, 40 Upper Coll
The elder son of Donald 
and Jessie Graham, Neil, 
who was aged 21 years, 
was the only casualty 
from the district in 
either of the world 
wars to have served 
with the RAF. He 
had completed his 
course as Sergeant 
Air Gunner and 
had been home on 
leave just a few weeks 
before he lost his life on 
28 September 1944 while 
on active service duties. His remains were 
conveyed home to Lewis for burial in Gress 
cemetery. His younger brother Willie John also 
served with the RAF - he later married Mary Ann 
Macleod, 40 Coll (Mary Ann Ullag) and lived in the 
family home where he died in 1982. 

Their only sister Jessie Mary lives in Inverness. 
Their father Domhnall 'an na Banntraich was born 
at 5 Coll while their mother Seonaid Neill Bharrant 
came from 2 Coll; Domhnall was one of eight local 
men who were interned under the Conditions of War 
at Groningen, Holland during WW1.

The Fallen of Upper Coll 1939 - 1945



12

Angus (Govig) Maclennan, Gress,was recently appointed as 
Head Teacher of e-Sgoil. Loch a Tuath News is delighted 
that Angus agreed to tell our readers what  e-Sgoil is setting 
out to do.

Angus, many congratulations on your appointment as 
Head Teacher of e-Sgoil. e-Sgoil is a concept that many 
of us find hard to ‘get our heads round’. How did the 
concept of e-Sgoil come about?
e-Sgoil was the ‘brain-child’ of Bernard Chisholm, the 
Director of Education and Children’s Services, in response to 
a critical shortage of teachers in subjects such as Maths and 
Gaelic in some of our smaller secondary schools. 

Two years ago, Castlebay School where unable to appoint 
a Maths teacher despite four national and international 
adverts. The only solution, born out of necessity, was to start 
teaching pupils on-line and this proved to be very successful. 

As well as supplying teachers where there are none to be had, 
we are trying to extend the range of subjects on offer to pupils 
throughout the Outer Hebrides. Currently, pupils in Barra or 
Harris only have access to about half of the Highers and 
Advanced Highers that a large school such as The Nicolson 
Institute can offer. We are also trying to increase the num-
ber of Gaelic Medium subject options that are offered in the 
secondary schools. This is a Scotland wide remit and quite a 
challenge as Gaelic Medium teachers are in very short supply.

The Comhairle’s Education Department submitted a funding 
bid to the Scottish Government and Bòrd na Gàidhlig, receiv-
ing grants totalling £750,000 to establish the e-Sgoil hub, 
buy equipment and employ staff. I took up post last August 
and worked, alongside my colleague Allan Smithyman who 
is the Programme Manager, out of a small office in the CNES 
building until January of this year when we started teaching 
from the new premises. 

Did you have a special interest in ICT before taking on 
this post?
No I didn’t. To me, ICT is a means to an end. I was as tradi-
tional as they come as a teacher but times change and you 
have to change with them. No matter how one may hanker 
after the age of ‘talk and chalk’, you are educating pupils for 
the digital future. 

Adopting new approaches doesn’t mean that you have to 
lose sight of the past or what was valued in the old system.  
You can utilise technology to make essentials such as History 
and grammar lessons more engaging and relevant to pupils 
who have been brought up in the digital age. I’ve taught sev-
eral lessons to pupils in Aberdeen and Bishopbriggs to try 
out the system and, guess what, they were about irregular 
verbs. Old content – new methodology! 

e-Sgoil teaching is not like the Open University system 
where people are left to work through lots of exercises on 
their own. Our teachers use a browser based system called 
Vscene to interact with pupils during all lessons. It’s just like 
watching someone on a big telly in the room except that you 
can talk to the person on the screen in real time.

Where is e-Sgoil based?
The hub is the old Museum na Eilean building at the top end 

e-Sgoil of Francis St. It has been refurbished to a very high standard 
and visitors are very welcome to come in and see what we do. 

The e-Sgoil hub however has satellites in several places. 
We have employed teachers in Perth, Dumbarton, Barra, 
Stornoway and Shawbost over the past year and set up the 
technology for them in local venues so that they can teach 
to anywhere in the country or indeed the world if the con-
nectivity is reliable and the demand is there. We are currently 
dealing with enquiries from Edinburgh, Oban, Tiree and Islay 
as well as local demand.

How many people are employed in e-Sgoil?
There are six of us based in the hub on Francis Street but we 
have a number of teaching staff working on flexible contracts 
both here in the Outer Hebrides and on the mainland. 

As well as delivering the school curriculum, we are heavily 
involved in the training element of the Modern Apprenticeship 
scheme. There are currently 17 apprentices employed by 
CNES and by September there will be another 43 in place 
across the islands. e-Sgoil is as much about creating addi-
tional training and employment opportunities for people as it 
is about delivering a school curriculum.

Far from reducing the number of teaching posts available on 
the islands, as some people feared e-Sgoil would do, were are 
actively involved in attracting staff back from the mainland, train-
ing new teachers and encouraging others to improve their ability 
in Gàidhlig in order to meet the real demand in that sector.

Is there another e-School anywhere in the country?
No there isn’t and that is what makes it so challenging as 
we have no blueprints to go on. A number of local authorities 
have tried to establish something similar but they have been 
unsuccessful. Our relative success is due to the vision of our 
Director, the support of the former Education Committee and 
the foresight and skill of our Schools’ IT Department. 

Under the stewardship of Kenny Matheson, Brue, all schools 
have been kitted out to a very high IT spec and kept on the 
same digital platform. This has proved to be a crucial factor 
in ensuring that anything we have attempted to do so far has 
worked as staff are able to communicate between schools 
very easily.

There have been a few minor technical glitches and instanc-
es of human error. That’s inevitable with any new system but 
we learn much from our mistakes!    

Were there difficulties getting what was latterly a museum, 
and before that a school dating from the 1890s ready for this 
very innovative method of delivering education?

Getting the project from the drawing board to the official 
opening stage in 18 months was no mean feat on the part of 
the Education and Technical Services Departments and local 
contractors O’Mac. This is a listed building and you can’t 
change a light bulb, let alone undertake major renovations 
without going through an awful lot of red tape. 

Despite the decrepit state of the building when we took it 
over, it has turned out well and is a very pleasant working 
environment with old-fashioned, large rooms, high ceilings 
and big windows whilst, at the same time, housing the latest 
in terms of modern technology. It certainly lives up to the 
saying, ‘having the best of both worlds’.

What school subjects are delivered by e-Sgoil?
So far, it has been a very eclectic mix! We started with S1 to 
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S5 Gàidhlig to Aberdeen and Bishopbriggs. Without e-Sgoil 
input these pupils would have had to drop Gaelic completely. 
Thankfully, both schools have now managed to get teachers.

We have delivered a Higher Religious and Moral Studies to 
Sir E Scott (SES) from Stornoway, Chemistry classes to SES 
to cover short term absence from Dumbarton and Barra, 
Physics and Maths Easter Study Support classes to all four 
island Secondary schools from 
Barra and Stornoway, as well 
as piloting fiddle, brass and 
melodeon classes in Primary 
schools in Bernera, Uig and 
Sgoil an Taobh Siar.

Over and above that, we 
work with the likes of Police 
Scotland and Child Protection 
Officers to deliver courses 
such as e-Safety and special-
ist inputs to schools simulta-
neously. The largest number 
of classrooms which we have 
linked for this kind of activity 
is 21, from the Butt to Barra. 

This approach reduces the cost of travel 
and subsistence for CNES and partner organisations enor-
mously. It also ensures that all pupils have access to such 
events, something that was not always the case in the past.

Can the teacher correct work immediately?
As most of our classes are small and pupils do their work 
using laptops, the teacher can give them feedback instantly. 
By using two screens, he / she can watch the whole class 
on one, bring individual pupil’s work up on the other and 
insert coloured speech bubbles with comments about how 
the pupil can improve on what they are writing. I have seen 
this approach being used very effectively to encourage boys 
who are reluctant writers.

We provide training in the use of technology for all teachers 
who are going to work through e-Sgoil and there are always 
technicians on hand to sort out potential problems.

How do the pupils react to these new ways of learning?
Pupils seem to have very few problems with e-learning as 
they have been brought up in a digital world and use tech-
nology in every aspect of their lives, on a daily basis. The 
vast majority of 14 year olds own at least 3 devices that 
connect to the internet. In many ways, they are way ahead 
of teachers of my generation. Whether we like it or not, this 
is the way that the world is going and we, as teachers, have 
to adapt.

This isn’t going to replace good, old fashioned, face-to-face 
teaching but it can be used where that luxury isn’t available 
and it can help to improve what is already on offer. Teaching 
has always been about using a variety of techniques and this 
is just another tool in the box. 

Do pupils have a teacher with them at all times?
The only time when there isn’t a teacher in the classroom 
is when staff in the receiving schools feel confident that 
S5 or S6 pupils are mature enough to be left alone and 
take responsibility for their learning. We are working with 
very small classes and, to date, we have had no issues 
with lack of engagement or indiscipline. I don’t anticipate 

a time when younger pupils will be left without a member 
of staff being physically present in the room.

Are the e-Sgoil facilities benefitting other agencies apart 
from education?
We are working with a wide range of agencies. I’ve already 
mentioned Police Scotland and Child Protection but we also 

facilitate training for Social 
Work, Sport Scotland and the 
Accredited Training and Skills 
Department. Vscene is being 
used increasingly by various 
agencies to enable staff to log 
in to mainland meetings, con-
ferences and training events 
rather than having to spend 
time and money on travel and 
accommodation. 

We have also arranged technol-
ogy for the Royal Conservatoire 
of Scotland to deliver music les-
sons to high achieving pupils 
in the Outer Hebrides and we 
are looking to do likewise with 
the College of Piping. This has 

been a struggle as the islands were disadvantaged by the way 
funding was awarded through the Scottish Index of Multiple 
Deprivation. Thankfully, this has now been overcome and we 
will be looking to extend the provision.

Have you had any particular e-Sgoil ‘happening’ which 
is memorable?
I think that the e-Cèilidh we ran in late May was the big-
gest risk we have taken to date. As part of ‘National Digital 
Learning Week’, we broadcast a live 50 minute ceilidh which 
included performances by a pipe band, soloists, a choir 
and fiddlers from Castlebay, Lionacleit, Sir E Scott and 
The Nicolson. The Cèilidh was viewed at 120 different sites 
throughout the islands. 

Thankfully, it all went without a hitch and the sound and pic-
ture quality was very good. I have to admit that we were very 
nervous as this could have been a PR disaster. 

Having the Back Càirdeas crowd in for a visit was, of course, 
one of the best laughs we have had in e-Sgoil so far. I’ d love to 
see more “Silver Surfers” dropping in to reminisce about their 
school days in Francis St. and see what e-Sgoil is all about.

My biggest frustration is that although we managed to find 
‘a bodach’ for Cathella when we linked Sgoil a’ Bhac to the 
International Space Station in 2004, I failed to find anyone 
who would take Nan a’ Bheedie on the on-line dating app 
during the Càirdeas visit to e-Sgoil! I’ll keep trying though 
and if I  manage to find a suitable bodach, the Loch a Tuath 
News can have it as a front page exclusive!

We will look forward to that ‘exclusive’! Watch this 
space, readers!

Thank you, Angus, for opening our eyes as what e-Sgoil 
is about, and for giving up your precious time to do so. 
As a ‘silver surfer’ who has taken the opportunity to 
drop in to Francis Street, and who spent my second year 
of education in The Nicolson Institute in that building, I 
can thoroughly recommend the experience.

Anna Tucker
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New Café, Gym and summer open-
ing hours at Back FC & Rec Club

It has taken a lot of volunteer effort and 
quite a bit of time but we are pleased 
to announce the new gym facility at the 
club is finally open. The club was for-
tunate to receive a donation of equip-
ment from the Lews Sports Centre 
back in the New Year and since then 
we have been busy clearing out the 
old and renovating a room to house it 
at the centre. 

We still have a little way to go, with 
new changing rooms and entry system 
planned for the end of the year thanks 
to funding from the Coop community 
fund, but the gym is now operational 
and we invite anyone interested to 
sign up to one of our scheduled induc-
tion sessions through our website. 
Thanks to everyone who helped us to 
get the facility up and running.

July also sees some other exciting 
developments with a new community 
café opening its doors for the first time 
on Saturday 1st July. The café will 
be open on Fridays and Saturdays 
11-2pm in July serving light lunches, 
hot drinks, snacks and ice-creams. 
Fingers crossed we get the sunshine 
for a day at the beach with ice-creams 
but if not we’ll have soup and baked 
potatoes to warm you up instead. 

And if you’re looking for something 
to do whatever the weather we will 
be open 9am-2pm Wednesday to 
Saturday so just drop in for soft play, 
golf and a variety of sports.

July is truly a month of firsts, with us 
trying out bingo for the first time, a 
table top sale on 8th July and kids art 
club. We are also offering kids pay 
and play football sessions over the 
holidays, all of which can be booked 
though our website www.backfrc.org.
uk or by calling Terri on 01851 820745. 

Finally, the Back Football Development 
Club will resume for the autumn term 
on Monday 28th August. The club runs 
on a Monday night during term time 
and sessions cost £2.00 per child.

Pupils just starting P2 are now invited 
to enrol in the club. If your child has not 
attended before, please escort them 
into the main hall at 5.45pm on the 
28th, where you will be asked to com-
plete a player registration form before 
the club starts. If your child is older 
than P2 and wishes to join, please 
contact Terri on 820745 beforehand.

Dates for your diary:
PlayTalkRead Bus: Tuesday 4th July, 
2-4pm
Family Bingo: Thursday 13th July, 
11am (kids prizes, 20p a game)
Table Top Sale: Saturday 8th July, 
10am-1pm, £5 a table.
Summer Kids Art Club: Wednesday 
mornings in July
Pay and Play Football: Fridays 14th, 
21st, 28th July and 4th Aug, 10:15-
11:15am
Café: Fridays and Saturdays, 11am-
2pm in July only

Gym Inductions: Thurs 6th July 
12.30pm, Wed 26th 7.30pm, Wed 2nd 
Aug, 7.30pm

July Drop in: Pay and play activi-
ties Wed-Sat 9am-2pm in July only. 
Admission £2 per person, drop in and 
choose from:  

Games Room: Pool, darts, table foot-
ball, table tennis, air hockey. (Darts 
will only be given out to over 18s).

Indoor Hall: Badminton, football, 
basketball, unihoc and netball.

Soft Play: New soft play equipment 
has been added to our small collec-
tion and our meeting room has been 
temporarily turned into a soft play 
area for the summer, with seating 
for mum or dad to watch in comfort.

Golf Driving Range: Mon-Sat,  
9am-10pm (golf clubs and tokens 
available from the office)

Gym: You must be 16+ and have com-
pleted an induction to use the gym.

(Please note the games room, hall 
and soft play are not supervised dur-
ing drop-in hours, and the centre 
remains open for pre-booked hires as 
normal from 9am-10pm Mon-Sat.)

Football Development Club: New 
term starts Monday 28th August, 
times TBC 

For more information or to make a 
booking contact Terri on 820745 or 
visit www.backfrc.org.
uk

Back Football and Recreation Club - What’s on in July?
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Football

▲ Connor Mackay player of the month, pictured with Laura 
Graham of LATN

Janet Macdonald, 9 Gress, sister of John Graham, 
donating a shield to DA Stewart of Back FC, pictured with 

her son Iain and grandson Andrew ▼
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Ness Park

Our annual school trip took place on Thursday, 
21st June. Ness Park was our destination and 
a great time was had by all. We climbed, slid 
and explored this wide, open space and the 
weather was kind to us too. 

Nursery News

The children from both the Nursery and 
Sgoil Àraich enjoyed a visit to Tesco in 
Stornoway to find out where food comes 
from. The children and staff wish to thank 
all at Tesco for being so kind and wel-
coming.

Archie’s dad, Colin, came to 
speak to the children about 
his work for Scottish Hydro. 
It was interesting to discov-
er what Colin does when 
there is a power cut and 
the lights go out. Colin 
also gave the children 
a chance to explore his 
work vehicle.

The children were busy 
caring for little caterpillars 
and they watched them turn 
into beautiful butterflies, which 
were released into the school gar-
den. Lots of discussions about nature and minibeasts arose 
from this project. 

Outdoor Learning

All classes have been exploring the outdoor area this term. 
The Nursery children went on a minibeast hunt around the 
school garden with Tim Pickering, Outdoor Education  Officer. 
This was a good link with their project on caterpillars and but-
terflies. P1-4 had an exciting morning on Tong Beach as they 
used magnifying glasses and to examine shells, seaweed and 
little sea creatures. The morning at the beach was also led 
by Tim. P4/5 had a very interesting session as Tim showed 
how to light a fire outside and this was followed with cooking 
bannocks and fruit kebabs. An earlier session with a local 
fireman emphasised the importance of fire safety. P6/7 used 
the outdoor area to collect minibeasts and display the data in 
various formats.

Mindfulness 

Lucy Harness came to teach P6/7 all about Mindfulness. 
She taught us many techniques on how to control your emo-
tions with breathing exercises. She also taught us about  
how the brain works and how it processes emotions. We 
learnt about all these different names of the brain such as 
the prefrontal cortex , the amygdala  and  the hippocampus. 
We learnt a lot from Lucy and look forward to trying out all 
the new techniques when we feel tense or worried.

Tong School

Twenty is Plenty
Have all drivers seen the colour-

ful road safety messages painted 
on the side of the school wall? The 

bright design reminds drivers to watch 
their speed as they pass the school. The Eco 

Schools Committee, along with Mrs Cheesman, helped 
make the plans come to life. The design was based on 
winning entries from a Road Safety competition. 

Tong Sports Day
On Friday, 9th June, two buses filled with very excit-
ed children left Tong School to go to the Nicolson 
running track for Sports Day. We participated in a 
variety of races such as running races, the sack 

race, partner race and the egg and spoon race. 
Everyone supported each other and all the pupils tried 

their very best. Many parents, friends and relatives came 
to spectate and give support and encouragement. 

Surprise Success
Congratulations to our team of determined players who were 
victorious in the Charlie Nicolson football competition. The team  
made it through to the final against Laxdale School,  and after a 
nail-biting match the score was 1-0 to Tong. This is the first time 
Tong school has won this prestigious cup and we are all delight-
ed. Congratulations to Cailean, Ewan, Joel, Alasdair, Daniel 
James, Keith and Edith. This was a special surprise during the 
last week of the school year. Well done to all who participated.

◄ All aboard the Ness Park 
train!

◄▼ Three happy 
explorers at Ness Park

▲ Releasing butterflies into the school garden
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Family Fun Day

On Friday, 26th May, we held a fun day for all pupils, fam-
ily and friends. There were many activities to participate in: 
slip ‘n’ slide, water activities with Pursuit Hebrides, a magic 
show for Nurserychildren and P1/2, a gladiator game, stalls 
to purchase toys and a bouncy castle. There was a choco-
late fountain, yummy waffles and sweet candy floss to enjoy. 
We also held a raffle and the winners were announced at 
the end of the day. Everybody really enjoyed the day. We 
are very grateful and appreciative to all the volunteers who 
helped on the day. Thank you also to everybody who partici-
pated in the activities as you helped us raise a lot of money 
for the school. We wish to add a special thank you to our 
Fundraising Committee as we know a lot of hard work goes 
on behind the scenes to ensure the day runs smoothly. 

Mod 2017
Well done to all pupils who entered competitions and worked 

diligently to prepare for this year’s local Mòd festival. Gaelic 
skills are strengthened along with performance skills and we 
are proud of all who took to the stage. The Pre-Mòd concert 
which was held on Wednesday, 24th May, was good for show-
ing everyone what it was like to perform in front of an audience 
and we would like to thank all those who came along to show 
their support. We were delighted to hear the results from the 
age 5-6 Solo Singing competition as Jamie-Lynne (GM1) was 
awarded first place and Emma and Martin (both P2) took sec-
ond and third place. All that extra singing really paid off! Ruby 

and Samya were placed 
joint second in the solo 
singing age 9-10 com-
petition. Congratulations 
also to Lylya (GM1) who 
was awarded third place 
for her poetry recitation 
and Layla (P2) who took 
second place for recit-
ing a poem. The ceilidh 
band received a lot of 
positive feedback from 
the adjudicators and 
came third in their com-
petition. We wish to say 
a big thank you to Mr 
Maciver, our Gaelic sing-
ing instructor, Mrs Fish, 
our keyboard tutor and 
Louis Macleod for help-
ing us with guitar les-
sons. We look forward to 
participating again next 
year.

▲ Very best wishes to our P7 leavers

  Winners of the Charlie Nicolson cup pictured with Mr Nicolson ►

Well done to 
all Mod participants
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Nursery + Sgoil Àraich 
Awards

Achiever of the Year Helping Hands Award

Joshua Campbell P1GM Jamie-Lynne 
McCulloch

P1GM Lylya Maciver

Robyn MacDiarmid P2 Kieran Ferguson & 
Erin FranceCalum Murray P1 Erin Maciver

Sports Champion
Chloe Maclennan P2 Martin MacDonald P2 Hannah Rough & 

Lachie MurrayLily Heckles P3 Daniel France P1 Ayla Macleod

Amelia Flaherty P4 Arran Culley P3 Joe Murray P1 Abbie Macleod

Isla Maciver P5 Kai Murray P4 David Finlayson P1 Aaron Finlayson

Aimee Weatherston P6 Liam Murray P5 Katie Murray P2 Sam MacDonald

Eilidh Culley P7 Cailean MacDonald P6 Neve MacDonald P2 Hannah Brough

Archie Mackay P7 Ellie Penman P3 Jayden Maciver

Campbell Macleod P3 Amelia Mackay

Kaden Murray P3 Leah Macritchie

Connor MacDonald P4 Joanna Bray

School Captain 
Certificates

P7 Leaving Gifts presented 
by Parent Council

Mathematics + 
Numeracy Award

P4 David MacIver
P5 Leon Ferguson

Grace Macleod Simeon Fletcher
Ewan Murray

P5 Ruby Macmillan

Rianna McKelvie Cailean MacDonald P6 Joel Ferguson

Naomi Graham Rebecca Maciver Language + Literacy 
Award

P6 Daniel James MacDonald

Shian Murray Grace Macleod P6 Marie Macleod

Sarah Macpherson Sarah Macpherson
Sarah Macpherson

P7 Rianna McKelvie

Edith Macfarlane Rianna McKelvie P7 Ewan Murray

Ewan Murray Ewan Murray

Cailean MacDonald Ellie-May Penman

Technologies Award Eco Champion Award Citizenship Award M.E. Plaque Award

Ewan Murray Cailean Macdonald Rianna McKelvie Rebecca Maciver

Loch a Tuath Cuach The Macdonald Cup for 
Example Proxime Accessit Dux of Tong School

Sarah Mapherson Ewan Murray Simeon Fletcher Sarah Macpherson

Tong School

Prize 
Winners 2016/2017

Well done to all our pupils and prize winners.

We are very proud of you all.
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £32.40 to Laura Graham, 5 Catherine Hill, Coll, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £32.40
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Loch a Tuath News
Please come along to our

AGM
Tuesday 8 August 

7.30pm

Back Free Church crèche

ALL WELCOME

Gress Cemetery Annual Maintenance Fee

Letters and standing order forms have, in the past month, been 
sent to contributors to renew payment instructions.

The annual dues have been increased to 
£20 as from 2017.

If you have not received a letter or wish 
to make an application to begin pay-
ment of the annual maintenance fee at 
Gress cemetery please contact either 
Rona Macdonald (secretary) on 01851 
820 751 or Neil M Graham (treasurer) 
on 01851 820 643.

Gress Cemetery Fees

Saturday 2nd September 2017

11:00 – 15:00

Leave any items to be uplifted 
at the roadside beside your 
house.

All donations are going towards 
a new kitchen for the Hut

Community Clean-Up
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING
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(Seen through the eyes of a young boy 
growing up in the Upper Coll of the 1950s)

We looked forward to the summer holi-
days. All seven weeks. The relief at the 
age of six of getting away from Ceiteag 
Mhurchaidh and '' Clas an ABC'' into 
Class 2 and the gentler hands of Mrs 
Stewart (Banntrach na Pòcaid). I still 
remember the day I went on the bus to 
the school for the first time. My mother 
took me. All of a sudden she wasn't 
there. And like a choir the tears began 
to roll as we suddenly realised we were 
on our own. And stopped just as quickly; 
the stràic was waiting for us, we were 
told, if we didn't stop. No croileagan, no 
pre-school. No welcome. Be quiet or you will 
get the stràic. A rule of fear. No enjoyment, for me any-
way. Or for Dòmhnall Beag Chuimhnidh, Murchadh Beag 
Iomhair a'Bhounce and Angaidh John Ailig Phòshan who 
went to school from Col Uarach that year.

And then the holidays. The peats. Already cut and taken 
to the road from which where Làiridh a' Pheel took them 
home. Murchadh Dhomhnaill Sgùrd, Calum Dan a'Pheel, 
''Jock'' Maclennan amongst the drivers. We didn't do 
much but had some of the cakes and more cakes with 
the smoked tea, after the adults had theirs. A time of work 
and yarns between the loads.

Later we didn't barrow them to the road any more. The 
tractor took them from the bank. Some of the tractor 
drivers were expert and managed to keep them from 
getting bogged down. I remember ''Noffan'' Ailig Chalum 
Dholaidh was really good at handling the trailer. 

Of course over the years we all learned to turf, cut, throw 
and do all that needed to be done to get a year's supply 
of peat into the cruach at home. I am happy to hear that 
people enjoy cutting some peats but I have to confess 
that as an adult I was quite happy to stop. It was one of 
these tasks, more pleasant in the memory than in the 
doing at the time.

By this time of year we would be eating the early pota-
toes. We would, as neighbours, have got together and 
followed the plough as we helped each other plant them. 
No horses in my time. By then it was the grey Fergie. 
Petrol/paraffin if my memory serves me well. Like the 
peats, not a few but many. I remember one year lifting 
100 bags. 

We had a 'sloc' where the potatoes where stored outside 
over the winter. Look up Dwelly for description of a 'sloc'. 

The summer was for playing at the 'Allt' running behind 

no.14. We could see and 
try and catch little fish. It 
was for going to the shore 
and maybe paddling. None 
of us knew how to swim. 
John Angie Bhruce would 
take me with him. I thought 
he was amazing. He could 
swim and also dive. Every 
time he demonstrated 
....''siuthad, a rithist''. ''Go 
on, again''. Poor man would 
be exhausted. 

He would be home from the 
whalers, one of many who 
earned their living sailing to 
far- away lands.  We thought 

it was a life of adventure and worldwide travel. Now we 
know it was a time of separation from loved ones, and 
worry for those left behind, but a necessity, as there were 
few employment opportunities at home. 

I still remember the leather football John Angie took 
home for me. And then he married Ishbel a Lowan. And 
that was that. No one to bring me footballs any more.

I remember going to a football match on the machair 
when I was only about 4. Down the croft. Along on the 
loch side of the wall. Much easier then than now. A lot of 
people went to the football then. I still enjoy going now.

I also remember the football pitches we had over the 
years. One was on the machair opposite Taigh Choinnich 
Tomishan. We also used to play cricket there, our version, 
with a home- made bat, a soft ball, and one wicket. We 
had another one beside the shed whose foundations are 
still on the machair. It had belonged to the Ceatharnach, 
John Campbell, who had the paper shop in town. We had 
another one for a while in the hollow where the sheep 
fank is at present and one at Bruinish where there used 
to be a sheep fank, where Calum Maclean’s and the late 
Barbara Morrison's houses are now. 

I think I was the only one on the class who went on a holi-
day. Bragar seemed to be on the other side of the world. 
I used to stay in my granny's black house. 

We didn't go anywhere else. Our relations from all over 
the country used to come ''home''. We got to know them 
and they got to know us. We learnt a little English. They 
learned a little Gaelic. 

I was in secondary school before I ever left the island. 

Changed times, different times. And yet we were never 
''bored''.

Coinneach aig Baile
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Pupil Council Doodle 
Board.

In the last few weeks 
Pupil Council have 
been working on mak-
ing a blackboard wall 
for the pupils in the 
school to use.  The 
wall that we painted 
the blackboard on had 
lots of staples in it so 
we had to remove them. 
Then we had to sand it down 
because parts of the staples were 
stuck in the wall. Once we had com-
pleted that we started to paint the wall 
with blackboard paint. It needed two 
coats before it was ready to use. 

We all enjoyed participating in the 
making of the Doodle Wall and it was 
a very good experience.

Written By Louise Maciver

Sgoil a’ Bhac

◄ Doodle Wall

▼ Sgoil Araich children with their 
Peppa Pig Awards

Mòd Ionadail Leòdhais 2017
Bha Mòd Ionnadail soirbheachail aig Sgoil a’ Bhac am bliadhna seo. Ghabh 

tòrr duaisean ach chuir a h-uile sgoilear a ghabh pairt obair chruaidh a-steach airson 
facail agus fuinn ionnsachadh. ‘S math a rinn iad! Meal an Naidheachd do gach sgoilear a 

bhuannaich duais.
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Alison Graham   1st place Precenting of a Psalm – Primary 

Kitty Anne Maciver   3rd place Girls and Boys Traditional Solo Singing 

Coinneach MacKenzie 3rd place Girls and Boys Solo singing Age 7-8 Fluent
Molly MacDonald  1st  place Girls Solo Singing Age 11-12 Fluent

Ruairidh MacPhail 2nd place Girls and Boys Solo singing Age 7-8 Learners
Kieran MacLennan 2nd place Boys Solo Singing Age 9-12 Learners
Talia Graham  1st  place Girls Solo Singing Age 11-12 Learners
Aimee Maciver  2nd place Girls Solo Singing Age 11-12 Learners 

Finlay Montgomery 1st place Recitation Age 5-6 Learner
Lilia Macdonald  2nd place Recitation Age 5-6 Learner
Allie Macleod  1st place Recitation Age 7-8 Learners 
Jack Anderson  3rd place Recitation Age 7-8 Learners 
Molly MacDonald 3rd place Recitation age 11-12 Fluent
Rebekah MacKenzie 1st place Recitation age 11-12 Fluent

Daniel MacLeod 1st place Conversation Open Primary 

Boys’ Choir   2nd place
Unison Singing  1st place

Warren Gillies won the Cuach Loch a 
Tuath which is awarded to the most 
promising player from the Loch a 
Tuath area in melodeon.

Talia Graham won the Wallace T 
short memorial prize for the highest 
mark in Music

The school also won the following 
awards:

Cuach Còmhlan Togalach Leicester 
- School with the highest aggregate 
marks.

Mod Prizewinners 2017

Mod Photographs

1. Molly MacDonald

2. Finlay Montgomery

3. Aimee Maciver

4. Kieran MacLennan

5. Ruairidh MacPhail

Opposite page L-R:

Kitty Anne Maciver, Alison 
Graham, Coinneach MacKenzie

1
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Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office
20 Kenneth Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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Royal Bank Trophy – School with 
the highest aggregate marks in Gaelic and Music

Cuach Mòd nan Eilean – Highest points, Gaelic and Music by indi-
vidual in one competition.

Mod Prizewinners 2017

Top L-R:

Talia Graham, Lilia Macdonald, Allie 
MacLeod

Middle L-R:

Rebekah MacKenzie, Daniel MacLeod, 
Jack Anderson

Bottom: Balaich a' Bhac
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▲ Mr and Mrs Smith (Coll)

◄ Caitlin 
Macdonald & 
Grace Anne 
Macleod 
pictured with 
Lynn Maclean 
(Tong)

Bailtean

Congratulations to Iain & Catherine Matheson on their 40th Ruby Wedding Anniversary. (Upper Coll)
Iain & Catherine got married in Back church on 07/07/77.  Enjoying the hot summer’s day, they got piped by Piper Norman Morrison on the main road from the church to Jessie and Anc's House.

A,.s na Pictures,.

As Na Bailtean 
Photographs 

continued from p4
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July
Thanks, West Side!
After being the guests of the West 
Siders before, during and after the 
match between West Side and Back, 
the young people of the district say 
they can understand where the island 
got it’s reputation for hospitality.  
Thanks West Side for a grand evening.

Passing of a Well Known Villager
We deeply regret to record the death 
of Mr John Thomson, Glen House, 
Coll, which occurred on June 12, after 
a long period of suffering, borne with 
Christian fortitude and patience.  John, 
who was aged 60, was the eldest son of 
the late Mr and Mrs James Thomson, 
Coll, and was exceedingly popular 
with all who knew him. Shortly after 
leaving school he became the local 
postman for a period. Thereafter he 
went sailing, and in the course of his 
employment, while discharging cargo 
in St John’s Newfoundland, he met 
with an accident which necessitated 
the amputation of one leg. He was con-
fined to the house after his return home 
for a number of years, but for him the 
time passed quickly when in the com-
pany of the Lord’s people. Throughout 
35 years of affliction he was never 
known to complain. To his brother and 
sister at home and his younger brother 
who is married in Inverness we extend 
our heartfelt sympathy.  

Awarded Prize
It is seldom a year passes without some 
pupil from the district achieving dis-
tinction whether in elementary, second-
ary or university education. This year 
is no exception, and we are pleased to 
report the success of Dolina Stewart, 
17 Back, who has been awarded The 
Dr Robertson Prize for the best outgo-
ing student from the Nicolson Institute 
going to study medicine. We also con-
gratulate Dolina and Catherine Murray, 
Lighthill, Back, on obtaining their 
higher leaving certificates this year. 

Bully Beef
We sympathise with the three young 
ladies who spent most of the evening 
last week searching the moor for a lost 
cow. They explored, we are told, every 
nook and cranny in places where they 
had never been before, saw cairns of 
stones so far away from the village that 

they did not even know why they had 
been erected, and if we are to believe 
reports, stopped rather often to admire 
magnificent sunset and, incidentally, 
sweep the wide expanse of moorland 
for the cow. At last, tired out and hun-
gry, one wearing a pitiable expression, 
the other with eyes full of memories 
of mid-day beef, and not a cow, and 
the third wearing half a shoe, they 
returned home, well re-hearsed with 
tales of the immeasureable distances 
they had travelled, and full of plans 
for a search organised on a grand 
scale - but, alas, minus the cow. It was 
a bit of an anti-climax to be told on 
arriving that the cow had been found 
munching quietly at the other end of 
the village and that their search was 
regarded more as a pleasure jaunt than 
the fierce battle with the heather, peat-
bogs and hills which they averred it 
had been. We have it on good authority 
that the ladies are still massaging their 
joints and making periodic raids on 
the cupboard to stave off the memory 
of the hunger which their 1947 frames 
confess to have succumbed to.

Whooping Cough Epidemic
There has been quite a widespread 
epidemic of whooping cough through-
out the district. On the whole the epi-
demic is not a serious one, although 
there are one or two individual cases 
where the children have not been pro-
gressing so well.

August
On Holiday
Among those on holiday we are pleased 
to see Miss Catherine Maciver, Coll, 
who is the first in the district, if not in 
the whole island, to join the Women’s 
Branch of the Police Force. Catherine 
is stationed in Birmingham, and likes 
her work immensely. On a visit, after 
a long spell with the RAF in Burma, is 
William Macleod, son of Mrs Murdo 
Macleod, formerly schoolmaster at 
Back, who with their daughter, Anna, 
are also on holiday in the district.

Trip to Harris
The Back team paid a visit to Tarbert 
on Friday of last week to meet a Harris 
team in the second round of the Eilean 
an Fhraoich Cup. The game which 
was uneventful ended in a 3-1 win for 
Back. A large crowd travelled with 
the team and thanks to the glorious 

weather, greatly enjoyed the outing.

Home At Last
Most of the peats have now been got 
home, and with the lorries working 
steadily there will soon be no more 
cruachs left on the peat roads. 

Well Done Lads!
They’ve done it again.  For the second 
successive season, Back have brought 
home the Leaugue Cup - an achieve-
ment of which they can well be proud. 
While we congratulate them, we 
would like to take this opportunity of 
thanking them for their enthusiasm 
and good sportsmanship throughout 
the season. Before the end of next 
season, the cup, when touched will 
clang with a Back accent. It spent the 
past year getting acclimatised.

tONg
Lewisman’s Death in Canada
The village of Tong has once again 
been stunned into silent grief by the 
news of the death of Alexander, the 
youngest son of Mr and Mrs Malcolm 
Macleod, 9 Tong, at Tranquille, BC, 
in his 39th year, Alexander left home 
in August, 1937, and went to Trail, 
where he held an important appoint-
ment in the iron smelting industry. He 
was immensely popular and highly 
respected in the community here. His 
widow (nee MattieYoung) now resides 
in Trail, BC. Inclined to be studious 
and reserved, rather than pleasure-
loving and boisterous, he had never-
theless, a keen sense of humour, and 
laughter was never long absent from 
his bright blue eyes. Between him and 
late Roddy Mackinnon, there was from 
boyhood a David and Jonathan com-
radeship that was only severed when 
Roddy made the supreme sacrifice at 
Narvik - the first casualty from Tong 
in the war. The resting-places of all 
that was mortal of these two village 
boys are far apart, but we rather like to 
think of Alistair and Ruaraidh as being 
once more inseparable, where grief 
and tears have no place. To his sor-
rowing parents, at 9 Tong, his sisters 
in New York and BC, and his broth-
ers, Donald, in Australia and Callum 
in Seattle, the sympathy of the whole 
community is extended. His youngest 
sister, Mrs Trump, and her little girl, 
have flown from New York to be with 
their parents in their great sorrow.

Back in Time  July/August 1947
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Material for publication in the SEPTEMBER issue of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in before MONDAY 14th AUGUST 2017


