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Welcome to the September issue of 
Loch a Tuath News! I hope you all 
had a great summer.  We had a love-
ly week away, but had 
an equally lovely time 
at home in the sun-
shine! What a novelty 
to spend days at the 
beach and have all 
your washing drying 

nicely on the line! It really is the little 
things!! Now we are back to school 
and nursery and a little relieved to 
have a bit of routine back – as nice 
as the summer holidays are!

The Loch a Tuath News AGM was held 
on 8 August and the committee re-elect-
ed, though please remember you can 

come along to any meeting to show 
your interest, we’d love to see you. 
The committee meets every second 
Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in 
the Back Free Church crèche. All are 
welcome. To continue from that, I’d 
like to say a big thank you for all the 
material being submitted for the mag-
azine, please keep it coming – without 
material we have no magazine! We 

love hearing from you, whether 
it is an arti-
cle, picture or 
even just an 
idea! 

A big congrat-
ulations is to 
go to Loch a 

Tuath News’ very own Laura, who 
married Andrew Burns on 30th 
June.  We send the new Mr and 
Mrs Burns our best wishes and 
wish them every blessing for their 
new life together.

Please note that material for our 
October issue is to be submitted by 
18th September.

Wishing you all a blessed 
September,

Melanie

Front cover pic: Beinn Iomhair 
taken by James I Macdonald, 
Gress

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: latneditor2@outlook.com
By post: Taigh Gone, 27 Upper Coll, HS2 0LS

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Fàilte

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 
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Back/Vatisker
Bereavements

Violet Macleod
After a short illness Mrs Violet Macleod 
passed away in hospital on 12 July aged 
93 years. A native of Yorkshire she was 
the widow of Donald Macleod (Samson) 
who she met during WW2 while they 
both served their country, Donald with the 
RAF and Violet with the Women's Land 
Army. Following their marriage in 1945 
the young couple moved to Donald's fam-
ily home at Catherine Hill and later to 22 
Broadbay View. Shortly after her arrival in 
Back the minister Rev Alexander Macleod 
introduced the first English services to the 
church following a request by her husband, 
to enable her and other non-Gaelic speak-
ers to attend worship. Violet settled easily 
into her new environment and immediately 
endeared herself to the local community 
with her winsome manner. A past genera-
tion of schoolchildren will remember her as 
the ever-smiling, cheerful lady who worked 
behind the counter of Back School canteen 
until she retired. Her daughters Angela, 
Cathie Mary and Dolina and son Alex 
Neil gave exemplary care to their elderly 
parents in their latter years and we hereby 
extend to them and their families our sin-
cere sympathy in their sad loss.

George Stewart
George a' Chuibhleir, the son of Donald 
and Mary Stewart, was brought up at 10 
Back with his brothers Donald, Dolangie 
and Ivor and his sisters Angusina, Chrissie 
and the late Catriona. From an early age he 
was known for his friendly, outgoing nature 
and, as a young lad, was an obliging help 
to his elderly neighbours. His robust physi-
cal build proved to be an asset to Back FC 
where he excelled as a goalkeeper in the 
early 1960s. The greater part of his working 
life was spent at the General Post Office in 
London and, in his retirement he divided 
his time between a home in Fife and in 
Grays, Essex. He regularly came home 
to Back on holiday and with his infectious 
sense of humour and sociable personality 
was a most welcome visitor to his numer-
ous relations and friends. Following a short 
illness borne with fortitude and acceptance 
he passed away at a hospice in Fife on 
8 August aged 77 years. His funeral took 
place to Gress Cemetery a fortnight later. 
In their bereavement we offer our sympa-
thy to his wife Vi, his daughter Verena and 
her young sons and to his aforementioned 
brothers and sisters and their families. 

We also extend our condolences to the fol-
lowing individuals whose lives and those of 
their families have recently been touched 
by sorrow:

To Mrs Dina Macleod, Free Church Manse, 
whose mother Mrs Katie Mary Macleod 

passed away on her home island of Skye 
on 25 June.

To Angus MacDonald, Springburn, New 
Street (Aonghas Emag) following the 
death of his sister Mrs Catherine Morrison 
in Stornoway on 9 July.

To Murdo Macritchie (Scout, formerly 16 
Vatisker) following the sudden death of his 
wife Colina at their home in Mount High on 
the Black Isle on 15 July. Colina's funeral 
took place to North Tolsta cemetery ten 
days later.

To the family of Alasdair Murray who 
passed away suddenly at his home in 
Broughton, Hampshire on 14 July aged 
63 years. Alasdair was the son of Dr and 
Mrs Norman Murray (Tormod Sheumais, 
formerly 52 Vatisker) who reside in Cults, 
Aberdeen. He spent his formative years 
in Stornoway where his father worked 
as a GP for many years. This is the sec-
ond occasion that Norman and Gertrude 
have been bereaved of a son - Alasdair's 
younger brother Norman passed away in 
France in 1997.

Passchendaele Centenary
Commemorative events took place in 
Belgium on 30 and 31 July to mark the 
one hundredth anniversary of the start of 
the Battle of Passchendaele during which 
Allied forces attempted to secure control 
of ridges south and east of Ypres on the 
Western Front. The estimated quarter of a 
million losses  suffered by the Allies during 
the three month offensive included 41 year 
old Norman Macleod (Tormod Iain Alasdair 
Shaoir) who was born at Catherine Hill, 
Vatisker and who emigrated to Canada as a 
young man, enlisting with the Canadian Army 
when war was declared.  John Graham, 31 
Back (Iain Aonghais Sheoc) also fought with 
the Canadians at Passchendaele and was 
later awarded the Belgian Croix de Guerre 
and the Military Medal for acts of valour. 
He survived the battle and returned home 
to Back after the war ended. There are no 
close relatives of either Norman or John liv-
ing in the district today.

Welcome to Back
We extend a warm welcome to Rev David 
and Jayne MacDonald who have moved 
into their new home at 34 Back following 
David's induction to be the assistant min-
ister of Back Free Church. David already 
has close family ties with the village; his 
uncle and aunt Rev Donald and Christine 
MacDonald live at 7 New Street with their 
son James while his cousins Derek and 
Donald live at Assynt View and at 28 Back 
respectively. We hope that David and Jayne 
will settle well into their new neighbourhood.

New Baby
Our warmest congratulations are extended 
to David and Chirsty Macleod, 53a Back 

on the birth of their son Calum Iain on 21 
July, a little brother for Joshua. 

Our Oldest Villager
Mrs Christina Morrison (Ciorstag 
Sheoidhean) of Yamba, Vatisker celebrat-
ed her 94th birthday at home on 6 August. 
Ciorstag, who was born at 17 Back is, we 
believe, the oldest person from Back vil-
lage. We wish her good health and many 
more happy returns. 

Silver Wedding
Katherine Murray, 9 Back and Alister 
Maclean, 55 Parkend were married at Back 
Free Church on 28 August 1992 by Rev A 
Montgomery. Didi and Ali, as they are bet-
ter known, live at 5 Morrison Square, Tong 
and we congratulate them on the occasion 
of their silver wedding anniversary.

Good Luck
We know of three young villagers who 
are excitedly looking forward to starting 
University this month. Katie Carmichael, 
Vatisker Park (nighean Lilian Stogaidh) 
is studying Forensic Science at Abertay 
University in Dundee; Eilidh MacDonald, 
45 Vatisker (nighean Dano agus Catherine) 
is studying International Business 
Management and Languages at Edinburgh 
Napier University; Beth Mackenzie, School 
Road (nighean Derek agus Heather) is 
studying Diagnostic Radiography at 
Glasgow Caledonian University. We offer 
them our very best wishes as they embark 
on their degree courses. If readers know 
of any other prospective students, gradua-
tions or other achievements please do get 
in touch with one of the village correspond-
ents so we can include them in future edi-
tions of LATN.

Tobair Dhòmhnaill Shaoir
It is gratifying to see that the well on 
Vatisker Road which had fallen into a 
neglectful state has now been restored, 
following a suggestion by the staff of the 
nearby chemists' shop. The well is close to 
39 Vatisker, known to the older generation 
as Taigh Dhòmhnaill Shaoir. As this house 
was relatively isolated all the landmarks 
in the immediate vicinity bore the name of 
this house's previous owner. We therefore 
had Tobair Dhòmhnaill Shaoir, Leathad 
Dhòmhnaill Shaoir, Doc Dhòmhnaill Shaoir 
and Faing Dhòmhnaill Shaoir (the well, hill, 

as Na 
BailteaN
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◄ Heather, daughter of Ian Dan and Fay 
Maclean (formerly 45 Coll), granddaughter of 
the late Dolan and Christie Maclean (39 Upper 
Coll).Alexander Ramiz, son of Ahmed and Ann 
Ramiz (Horsham, West Sussex).  Heather and 
Alex were married on the 5th August 2016 at 
Random Hall, Slinfold, West Sussex

▼ Eilidh Stewart- Harding (Upper Coll)

BailteanPictures,.

▲ Alison MacInnes recently graduated from 
Strathclyde University with a Masters Degree, with 
Distinction, in Pharmacy.

She is the eldest daughter of John and Catherine 
MacInnes of Ryedale 35 Back and the grand-daughter 
of Dolda and the late George Morrison of 14 New Street, 
and the late Norman and Katie Anne Macinnes of 11 
Broadbay View.

Alison is now undertaking her pre-registration year at 
the Queen Elizabeth University Hospital, Glasgow.

Angela Campbell and Donald Robert ► 
Maciver (Upper Coll)

A,.s na

Danny Macleod (Gress) ►

Congratulations  ►
and best wishes to 
Andrew and Laura 

Burns who were 
married on Friday 30 June 2017. Andrew is a 

son of Frank and Linda Burns, Seaview Terrace, 
Stornoway and Laura is the eldest daughter 

of Murdo and Kathryn Graham, Catherine Hill, 
Coll. Andrew and Laura were married at Back 
Free Church by Rev Calum Iain Macleod and 

afterwards a reception followed in the Cabarfeidh 
Hotel, Stornoway. We wish the newly-wed couple 

many happy years of married life.

▲ Domhnall Alasdair Barden (Upper Coll)

▲ Rev Mark Alexander 
Macleod, MEng, son of Willie 
and Cathie  Macleod, Glenesk, 
Gress, graduated from Glasgow 
University with a BTh degree 
following studies at Edinburgh 
Theological Seminary. Mark is the 
grandson of the late Norman and 
Catherine Macleod, 34 Gress and 
the late Alexander and Isabella 
Macdonald, 7 North Tolsta. 
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dock and fank nearby). Quite a legacy for 
one man!

80th Birthday Celebration
An event with music, song and conversa-
tion, marking Finlay Macleod's lifelong 
contribution to Gaelic culture takes place 
at An Lanntair on 8 September. Former 
schoolchildren will recall his book Ronan 
agus Brianuilt being one of the prescribed 
works of prose in the Gaelic lessons in 
Back School. Finlay has always been 
proud of his links with our district. His 
grandmother Chirsty Murray was born 
at 18 Back and moved to Adabrock, 
Ness following her marriage to Donald 
Macleod. He still keeps in touch with his 
cousins in Back and we wish him well as 
he marks his milestone birthday. 

Summerwatch
The general consensus was that the sum-
mer of 2017 was a considerable improve-
ment on the previous two years. The 
best spell was undoubtedly in mid-July 
around the time of the HebCelt Festival 
when temperatures nudged 700F. It was 
very unfortunate that the bad weather we 
did experience often coincided with the 
agricultural shows and gala days across 
the island. At times however the Loch a 
Tuath district adopted a micro-climate of 
its own; while ominous black clouds in the 
distance brought torrential downpours to 
communities west and south of us, t-shirts 
and shorts were the order of the day 
down on Traigh Rebac. The fine weather 
allowed for a good view of the harvest 
full moon on 7 August. This event in 
years gone by was a source of nostalgic 
reflection for Clann-Nighean an Sgadain, 
the Lewis Herring Girls who would fol-
low the fishing fleets down the Scottish 
east coast each August while longing to 
return home to Lewis. "Gealach bhuidhe 
an abaich eòrna, bheir i sinn a Leòdhas 
dhachaigh" was an oft-quoted phrase of 
the time and is still remembered by our 
older generation.

Summer Visitors
After an unexplained absence last year 
a colony of Arctic terns returned to their 
traditional feeding area around the estu-
ary of Gress river this summer. These 
remarkable birds are the most-travelled 
creatures in the animal kingdom, experi-
encing two summers as they migrate from 
the northern to the southern hemisphere 
and back again over the course of twelve 
months. One chick which was ringed 
in Northumberland reached Melbourne, 
Australia three months later, a distance 
of some 14,000 miles. As walkers and 
anglers will attest they are not the friendli-
est of creatures; an innocent wander near 
to their nests is met with an ear-piercing 
siren accompanied by terrifying swoops. 
By the end of August the terns will head 
south once again, signalling the end of 
our summer.

Gress
Get Well Wishes
We are pleased to report that Murdag 
Sgaoisidh (No.15), Charlie Clarke 
(No.20), and Robert Maclennan (No.22) 
are all at home and recovering after their 
stay in hospital.

Congratulations
Danny Macleod (No. 18a), older son 
of Nenna and Sandra Dondy complet-
ed his training in May at the Royal 
Armoured Corps Training Regiment. He 
finished with Distinction and was award-
ed Top Recruit. He is now preparing to 
be deployed to Cyprus with the Scots 
Dragoon Guards. Well done Danny and 
we hope you continue to enjoy the life in 
your chosen career.

Village Children
Gregor Macphail, son of Malcolm and 
Eilidh (No.36a), and Liam Maclennan, son 
of Jamie and Isobel,   Cullins, will be start-
ing in Back Primary this August. Sandy 
Macdonald, (No.31), son of Margaret and 
Dol’ Alasdair will be going to the Nicolson.  
Sandy did well in Back school, getting 6 
prizes before he left, hope he keeps it up. 
We wish them many happy school days.

Sympathy
Our sympathy is extended to Christine 
(Allan Hector, No.35) who lost her hus-
band William Macleod on 2nd July after 
a long illness. They spent most of their 
married life in Scalpay. He leaves a family 
of two girls and one boy.

Another death belonging to the village 
was Murdina Curry (Murdag Mhurchaidh 
Seonaid, No.5) who died in July aged 87 
years. She spent most of her life in Arran 
and she is survived by two sons.

We think of them all.

Prize Winners
Belated congratulations to the follow-
ing Nicolson pupils who were awarded 
prizes.

Luke Macleod
- Religious and Moral Education
- Inspiring Purpose Swan, National 
Finalist

Ellie Macdonald
- Gaidhlig Fluent Speakers

Calum Maclennan
- Gaidhlig Fluent Speakers

John Alasdair Bain:
- Business Management
- History
- Gaidhlig Fluent speakers

Catriona Bain:
- Gaidhlig Fluent Speakers

- The R. J. Macleod Trophy for Diligence, 
Good Example and Excellent Attendance

Catriona Bain is going to study in Robert 
Gordon’s University for a Bsc in Nutrition.       

Kemnay Cup
Point v Back took place on 22nd August 
at Smith Avenue. A hard fought game 
took place in terrible conditions.

The first half Back had the upper hand 
and took a 1-0 lead with a goal from 
Euan Anderson. The second half Point 
equalised directly from a corner, scored 
by Matthew Wright. Point controlled 
the second half with the wind in their 
favour. Back lost their captain, Calum 
Maclennan, early in the second half with 
a head injury. Full time score 1-1.

Extra time yielded no goals so it went to 
penalties. Back won 4-1, all penalty tak-
ers for Back scored with James Graham 
(Savage) scoring the winner.

Calum made it back from hospital in time 
to lift the cup. A big thanks to Chris Martin 
and Ian Anderson from all the boys for 
their support and encouragement.

Upper coll
Condolences
We were saddened to learn of the death 
of Angus Macleod Murray at the Royal 
Alexandra Hospital, Paisley on 18 June, 
2017 aged 47 years. Popularly known 
as Adda he spent his formative years 
in Vatisker Park before later moving 
to Gearraidh Ghuirm. During his short 
life he was no stranger to adversity 
but maintained his friendly and humor-
ous demeanour throughout a long ill-
ness. Following the funeral service at 
Stornoway Free Church, interment took 
place at North Tolsta cemetery. We 
extend our condolences to his sorrowing 
parents Catherine Joan and Donald, his 
sister Susan, son Joseph and grand-
daughter Mollie in their sad loss. 

On 29 July, 2017 the sad news of 
the passing of George Macdonald, at 
Bethesda Hospice, was brought to the 
village. George, 41 Upper Coll, was fifty 
nine years of age and had suffered ill 
health for the last five years.  He had 
worked for the Water Board for twenty-
eight years and retired from there in 
2010. The large number of mourners at 
George’s funeral at St Columba’s Church 
of Scotland, Stornoway, was testament 
to him. To his sorrowing wife Marjorie, 
his son David, daughter Margaret and 
his grandchildren Shannon and Michael 
we send our deepest sympathy at this 
very sad time. We also think of his elderly 
mother, Barbara, now residing in Blar 
Buidhe Care Home.
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A large congregation 
gathered in Back Free 
Church on Friday 11 
August for the ordina-
tion and induction of 
Rev. David Macdonald 
as Assistant Minister 
of Back Free Church. 
Rev. James Maciver 
(Stornoway Free Church) 
preached and presided, 
preaching from the fol-
lowing text on the theme 
of gospel receivers and 
gospel transmitters: For 
we know, brothers loved 
by God, that he has cho-
sen you, because our 
gospel came to you not only in word, 
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit 
and with full conviction. You know what 
kind of men we proved to be among 
you for your sake. And you became 
imitators of us and of the Lord, for you 
received the word in much affliction, 
with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that 
you became an example to all the 
believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 
For not only has the word of the Lord 
sounded forth from you in Macedonia 
and Achaia, but your faith in God has 
gone forth everywhere, so that we 
need not say anything. (1 Thessalonians 1:4-8 ESV).

Following the sermon the Clerk to the Presbytery, Rev. 
Hugh Ferrier (High Free Church, Stornoway) read a narra-
tive of the proceedings followed in the filling of the vacancy. 
He recounted that the General Assembly had approved 
an application from Back Free Church to call an Assistant 
Minister in May 2016. In July 2017 the Presbytery had met 
at Back Free Church to moderate in a closed call to Rev. 
David Macdonald and Rev. Macdonald had indicated his 
acceptance of the call by use 
of live-link technology. 

Rev. Maciver put questions to 
Rev. Macdonald and he was 
duly ordained and induct-
ed as Assistant Minister 
of Back Free Church. The 
Presbytery then welcomed 
Rev. Macdonald by the 
Right Hand of Fellowship. 
Rev. Calum I Macleod, 
the minister of the con-
gregation, addressed Rev. 
Macdonald from the words 
of 2 Timothy 4:2 (‘preach 
the word’), counselling him 
to guard his time against the 
thieves of compromise and 
procrastination. Rev. Ewen 
Matheson (Cross Free 
Church) then addressed the 

congregation, basing his address 
on the account of Aaron and Hur 
holding up the hands of Moses in 
Exodus 17. He counselled the con-
gregation to pray for their ministers. 

The customary presentations were 
then made. Mr. Neil M Graham 
(Treasurer) made a presentation to 
Rev. Macdonald; Mrs. Dina Macleod 
to Mrs. Jayne Macdonald; and Mr. 
Iain A Mackinnon to Rev. Donald 
A Macdonald and Rev. Kenneth 
M Ferguson, who had provided a 
supply for the congregation. Rev. 

David Macdonald then 
made a reply. Professor 
Emeritus John R 
McIntosh said Grace 
and after the singing 
of the final praise Rev. 
Maciver pronounced the 
benediction.

Reception
A large crowd of around 
300 people then gath-
ered in the Back 
Community Centre for a 
reception. Rev. Calum I 
Macleod welcomed Mr. 
and Mrs. Macdonald and 

the assembled guests. The congregation had provided a 
large buffet and Rev. Macleod then read messages and 
cards. Mr and Mrs Macdonald then cut the induction cake. 

Rev. David Macdonald then presided. He gave thanks, firstly 
to God for his goodness, and then to the many who had been 
involved in making the evening possible. He remarked on 
what a privilege it was to have the minister of his home con-
gregation preach and preside at his ordination and induction. 
He also spoke about his sense of call to come and minister 

to the congregation at Back. He invited three 
speakers to make speeches. Firstly Rev. 
Kenneth I Macleod (Stornoway Free Church) 
made a speech. Rev. Macdonald said how 
appropriate it was to have Rev. Macleod 
make the first speech, as he had been pre-
sent at so many pivotal moments in his life, 
and his son was one of his closest friends. 
Secondly Rev. Paul Murray, a fellow gradu-
ate from Edinburgh Theological Seminary, 
addressed the gathering. Finally Rev. Andrew 
Macleod, another fellow graduate, spoke. Rev. 
Macdonald remarked that Rev. Macleod had 
been one of his closest friends and that 
they had known each other since attending 
Campaigners together at the age of five. 

Rev. Macdonald rounded off the evening by 
saying that he had always been proud to hear 
his father, Mr. Finlay Macdonald, precent-
ing on Gaelic Psalm Singing CDs and he 
was delighted to invite his father to precent 
the final praise. Following the singing Rev. 

Induction of Rev David Macdonald

Rev & Mrs David Macdonald

Rev David Maconald & Rev C I Macleod

David & Jayne cutting the cake
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Wedding
Congratulations are sent to Angela 
Campbell and Donald Robert Maciver 
who were married on 28 April 2017. Rev 
Calum Iain Macleod officiated at the 
marriage ceremony in St Andrew's and 
St George’s West Church of Scotland, 
Edinburgh.  Angela is the second daugh-
ter of Mairi and the late Donald Campbell, 
2 Upper Coll, and Donald is the youngest 
son of Catherine and Donald Duncan 
Maciver, 1 Portnaguran, Point. We send 
the new Mr and Mrs Maciver our warm 
wishes for their future happiness together. 

Graduations
Domhnall Alasdair Barden, Stac Li, 37 
Upper Coll, recently graduated from the 
University of Aberdeen with a Masters 
Degree in Engineering , in 2016 Domhnall 
graduated from the same university 
with First Class Honours in Chemical 

Engineering. Domhnhall has been suc-
cessful in gaining a graduate placement 
with PM Group in Birmingham, where he 
will commence employment in September.  
We congratulate Domhnall on his aca-
demic achievements, and wish him well 
as he starts his career in Birmingham.

Eilidh Stewart-Harding recently gradu-
ated from Strathclyde University with 
a BA Hons in International Business 
with Enterprise. Eilidh is the daughter of 
Margaret Stewart, and the granddaughter 
of Agnes Stewart, 19 Upper Coll. Many 
congratulations go to Eilidh, and we wish 
her well in her future endeavours.

Birthdays
Jean Stewart, formerly of 40 Upper Coll, 
Inverness and 57 Coll, celebrated her 
ninetieth birthday on 28 August 2017.  
Jean’s deteriorating mobility has meant 

that she required more care than could be 
provided at home and she is now resident  
in Blar Buidhe Care Home- where it must 
be said, she is still as glamorous as ever! 
Jean (nee Maciver) married Iver Stewart 
(Bearley), 10 Back, in 1948 and they 
had two children, Catriona now living  at 
39a Outend Coll with her husband Tony 
and daughter Ruth, and Niall at Reay 
Cottage, Back. Jean has five grandchil-
dren and one great grandson. The special 
birthday was celebrated with her fam-
ily and friends at a celebratory birthday 
lunch at the Cabarfeidh Hotel and celebra-
tions were also enjoyed in Blar Buidhe.  
Congratulations and very best wishes are 
sent to Jean on this special birthday.

A few years behind Jean in Sgoil a’ 
Bhac, Agnes Stewart (Agnes Dhòmhnaill 
Piugh), celebrates her eighty-fifth birth-
day in September. We wish Agnes a very 
happy birthday!

Macdonald offered a closing prayer and 
he and his wife Jayne made their way 
to the door to greet guests as they left.

Rev. David Macdonald was ‘preached in’ 
by his uncle Rev Donald A Macdonald on 
the morning of Sunday 13 August from 
the words of 1 Timothy 6: O Timothy, 
guard the deposit entrusted to you. 
Avoid the irreverent babble and contra-
dictions of what is falsely called “knowl-
edge,” for by professing it 
some have swerved from the 
faith. Grace be with you. (1 
Timothy 6:20–21 ESV).

Rev. Macdonald conducted 
his first service on Sunday 
evening, preaching from the 
well-known words of John 
3:16: For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only 
Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but 
have eternal life. (John 3:16 
ESV)

Rev. David Macdonald is 

well known to the congregation at 
Back having completed a six-week 
placement in the congregation in the 
summer of 2015.

We welcome he and Jayne to the 
district and we pray God’s richest 
blessing on David’s ministry and the 
gospel partnership commencing in 
the congregation.

Angus Morrison
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Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams   ●   Spectacles   ●   Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                                 700808
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From the Manse
Introductions

On the 11th of August I was ordained and inducted into 
the charge of being Assistant Minister at Back Free 
Church. Together with my wife, Jayne, we moved into the 
area just a few days before the induction. Since the very 
first day we have been overwhelmed by the kindness 
and welcome we have received from the people of the 
area. However, we do feel particularly guilty when we are 
struggling to put names to faces or faces to names dur-
ing conversations with the locals. Many introductions are 
required. It reminds me of a story I once heard of a very 
famous introduction:

There was once a man who owned and was driving a 
Model T Ford that, unfortunately, had broken down by the 
side of the road. As men can do, he regarded himself as 
more than adequately prepared to find a solution to the 
problem and so got to work. After enduring a long trial 
and error process the Model T was still sitting lifeless by 
the side of the road. The man was about to give up when 
a large limousine pulled alongside the car. As the window 
rolled down the passenger of the limousine began to quiz 
the Model T owner as to the problem. After gleaning the 
information the passenger of the limousine instructed 
the Model T owner as to a potential fix. A little hesitant to 
follow the advice of a stranger, the Ford owner decided 
that it was at least worth a shot. After applying the fix the 
Model T owner turned the ignition and the car roared to 
life. ‘How did you know how to fix the car?’ the owner 
asked. 

‘My name is Henry Ford and I invented that car,’ he 
replied.

At times it can feel like our own lives are not too dissimilar 
to that of the broken Model T. There are problems that we 
have tried to fix but we find no solution in ourselves. In 
that situation we need to return to the original Creator and 
the manual that he prescribes; the Bible. It is there, and 
only there, that we will find the answer to the greatest sin 
problems in our lives. 

I am the LORD, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your 
King. (Isaiah 43:15 ESV)

Jayne and I both 
look forward to 
meeting many 
new people as we 
continue to settle 
into the area but 
the greatest of all 
introductions is 
coming to know 
the Lord as your 
personal friend 
and Saviour. 

David Macdonald

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during September 2017 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 3 September
11am:  Rev Donald A Macdonald
11am:  Rev Kenneth M Ferguson    (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev David Macdonald

Sunday 10 September
11am:  Rev David Macdonald
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod      (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod 

Sunday 17 September
11am:  Rev David Macdonald
11am:  Mr Angus Macdonald      (Gaelic)
6pm:  Adam (Mission Worker)

Sunday 24 September
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
11am:  Rev TBC          (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 3 September
11am:  Rev David Macdonald

Sunday 10 September
6pm:  Mr Iain A Mackinnon    (Gaelic)

Sunday 17 September
11am: Rev Calum I Macleod 

Sunday 24 September
11am: Mr Neil Murray      (Gaelic)

September Service Times 



10

On 3 July, the Loch Tuath News committee gathered to say a big 
thank you to Neil Murray, Angus Macdonald and Anna Tucker for 
all their hard work and support of the magazine over many years. 

We thank Neil for his many years on the committee and as Back/
Vatisker village correspondent, Angus for his time on the commit-
tee and his ‘Anns a’ Ghàrradh’ column, and Anna – who is staying 
on the committee – for her time as Editor. A lovely evening was 
enjoyed by all, with gifts being presented to Angus and his wife 
Sheila, Neil and his wife Catriona, & Anna from the Loch a Tuath 

News committee.the 
Loch a Tuath News 
committee. Kenny 
Maciver kindly acted 
as MC and both he, 
Neil, Angus & Anna 
shared some of their 
memories from over 
the years of working 
for the magazine.

We send Neil and 
Angus our 

Our Tong village correspondent, Joan Matheson, received this letter looking for information on 
this lady’s family. If you have any information please get in touch with Joan, or any of us at Loch a 
Tuath News.

Dear Ms Matheson

I have found your name in Loch a Tuath News, brought back to me by a friend visiting Lewis this summer.

My mother, Margaret McKenzie was the great grand daughter of John McKenzie, b.1801 and Henrietta McLeod b. 1796.  I 
have only just discovered that this family came from Tong as my great grandfather, also John McKenzie, said on entering the 
army that he was born in Stornoway and so I spent much time looking for his family there.

I wondered if it would be possible for you to ask in the News if there are any other descendants of John and Henrietta still living 
in Tong, as I should be so pleased to contact them, to exchange family history details. I have cousins in New York who would 
also be very interested.

I am 86 now and am unlikely to be able to travel to Tong but I do know Lewis, having visited several years ago, and just wish I 
could travel again.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely

Dawn Walker

Loch a Tuath News Presentation

Can you help?

best wishes for the future, 
and thank Anna for her 
continued support as she 
remains on the commit-
tee. A big thank you to 
Mary Ann Graham for 
organising everything.

4: Kenny 
Maciver 

saying a few 
words at the 

presentation

5: Anna Tucker

1: Neil & Catriona Murray

2: Angus & Sheila 
Macdonald

3: The LATN committee

1

2

3

4

5
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Music Night, Café, Art Club and much 
more

Back in June we were lucky enough to 
have a visit from the Bayhead Sessions 
- live music night. The turn-out was 
great with a several minibuses full of 
people making the trip to Coll for the 
special event. Whilst the Bayhead 
group was only visiting while the 
retirement centre was being redec-
orated, feedback suggests run-
ning a similar event on a monthly 
basis would be popular. Watch this 
space for something in the autumn.

July saw children’s summer clubs 
in Art and Football, make sure 
you check out the new mural 
when you’re in the centre next. 

Designed and painted by the children at 
the art club we think it really brightens 
the back entrance area ready for our 
new tunnel which will join the Arena and 
Community Centre soon.

You may also have noticed a new 
blue storage container has arrived on 
site. Thanks to The Scottish Football 
Partnership we have been awarded not 
just a very welcome storage container 
but two fully converted changing con-
tainers, which will provide much needed 
designated changing and toilet facilities 
for the Arena. We’re in the process of 
getting the plumbing and electrical con-

nections in place so the 

units can be ready for the autumn train-
ing season.

Last but not least in July we opened our 
doors for softplay, games and sports 
on a drop in basis and opened a café 

on Fridays and Saturdays. 

Thank you to every-
one who supported us 
with this, especially our 
volunteer baker who 
made some delicious 
cakes. We hope that 
you enjoyed yourselves 
and welcome any com-
ments or suggestions 
for the future. 

Looking forward, we are very excited to 
welcome back Lucy Harness for a block 
of Yoga classes. Lucy ran two very popu-
lar sessions at our women’s day event 
in March and we are thrilled she has 
agreed to run a block of classes for us. 
Make sure you reserve your place as we 

expect this to be very popular.

Another aspect of our 
Women’s Day to return in 
September is the Women’s 
Open Mic night. Thursday 14th 
September sees the Cabriach 
group return to Coll for a more 
intimate session in one of our 
meeting rooms, all women are 
invited to come along for tea, 
cake and a blether, take the 
opportunity to perform or just 
listen to songs, tunes, poetry 
and stories.

Fancy a fun night out for the 
grown-ups? Join us for our first race 
night on the 22nd September. Doors 
open at 7.30 and the first race will start 
at 8pm. There are cash prizes to be 
won and lots of fun and laughter to be 
had. Entry fee includes soft drinks and 
snacks but this is an adults only evening 
so feel free to BYO.

Dates for your diary:

Yoga: Tues 12th Sept, 6-7.30pm (5 
week block £35)

Women’s Open Mic: Thurs 14th Sept, 
7.30-10.30

Race night: Fri 22nd Sept, doors open 
7.30

Archery: Wednesdays, 7-9pm

Gym Inductions: Various Dates

Bike Club: Thursdays 12-3pm (from 
14th September)

For more information or to make a book-
ing contact Terri on 820745 or visit www.
backfrc.org.uk 

Back Football and Recreation Club - What’s on in September?
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Why does it exist? What does it do?  How do I raise any issues 
with them? When and where does it meet? Basically any 
Community Council is a means by which elected Comhairle 
Councillors (or other Officials) can consult with a group of local 
people to gauge their opinions.  

With the new ward boundaries formulated in 2007, Tong 
Community Council was no longer in the Blackwater Ward (with 
one Councillor) but was now in the  Loch a Tuath Ward  (with 
three Councillors). However Back Community Council, Tolsta 
Community Council and Tong Community Council all continue 
to exist. Tong Community Council covers Tong and Aird Tong 
residents.

It is perhaps interesting to look back at the problems tack-
led by the Tong Community Council in 2007/2008:

Street Lighting: 4 lights at Springside completed.

Road verging: Tarring of verge at Springside completed.

Football Pitch: Most of the perimeter fencing completed.  
Perhaps a fenced-in ball park at the school?

Tong Road Speeding: Liaison with Police and WIIC Officials 
about 40 mph signs. Also for them to consider a 20 mph limit at 
peak times on the main road outside the school.

Litter/Skip: The local Community Skip has a problem with rub-
bish in the area around the skip and with fly tipping. Despite a 
local resident being engaged to make regular tidy-ups of the 
area, a more permanent solution was required.  

Sewer System: Scottish Water and SEPA were looking at solu-
tion to sewer/septic tank problems. At that time no new houses 
could be connected to the sewage system.

Notice Board: A new community notice board was planned to 
be erected at bus stop.

Bus Services: A Nicolson school bus would now stop at the 
top of Milkinghill Park to save pupils walking down to the cross 
roads.

Grants: £1000 to purchase 2 Dell computers and a printer for 
use in the Community Centre. £500 split between groups using 
Tong Hall. £1000 to the TRA (Tong Recreation Association) who 
own the Tong Community Centre, to enable maintenance work 
to be done in Centre.

The annual financial statement for this period showed a loss of 
£65.29 out of an income of £3062.

****************************************************************

Over the last 10 years some of the projects Tong Community 
Council has completed were small but others were large when 
Tong Community Council was involved in the consultation pro-
cess.

Bus Transport: A regular bus service to Clachan Biorach was 
arranged.  

Roads: White line pavements painted. Salt bin facility in village 
for public use. Reporting of failed bulbs in street lamp posts.  
Proper filling in of potholes.

Football Pitch: Install new goal posts with netting at football 
pitch.

Fencing: High fencing behind one of the goal areas.

Shore Road: Repair some of the pot holes and sea defences on 
shore road.

Swing Park: Refurbish with new equipment.

Resilience: Equipment bought for emergency use.

Connector: Connector installed in Centre for an emergency gen-
erator should there be a power failure in the village.

Trees: Planting of deciduous trees on one bank of the new road 
to Coll.

Strimmers: Purchase of three 4-stroke strimmers for general use.

Paths: New path from Tong to Blackwater (and to Newmarket). 
Renew paths within Aird Tong and install steps to shore. Erect 
sign warning of tides.

Community Skip: Abandonment of community skip and support 
TRA in village clean ups.

Crocus Bulbs: Abandonment of planting crocus corms on the 
banks of the new road.

Local Area Group: Formation of LAG to help in cooperation with 
Back and Tolsta Community Councils.

Water Board/SEPA: Septic Tank, sewer overflow and lack of 
expansion for new houses due to lack of water and sewer con-
nections.  Now rectified.

School Closure: Support retention of local school. Removal of 
Playgroup from Community Centre to become Nursery for the 
school.

Lighting: Continuous street lighting at Tong Road to Ford 
Terrace.

Village Consultation: A well supported consultation with sepa-
rate tables for suggestions on Economic, Health, Social and 
Environmental topics.

New Road to Coll: Recommendation that separate path to road 
should be continuous from Tong to Coll and not split as on plans. 
Proper bus layby at Milkinghill Park but not at Shepherds Lane 
junction.

Bus Shelter: A new bus shelter erected at the bottom of Aird 
Tong.

Wind Turbines: Host public meeting about Lewis Turbines when 
25 members of public supported AMEC's proposals. Power point 
presentation given by TCC to the full Comhairle Council.

Traffic Lights: If a new bridge cannot be built, then install traffic 
lights.

Town Car Parking: We suggested that a multi storey car park be 
considered as a solution to the car parking problem in Stornoway.

**************************************************************************
What should the projects be for the next ten years? If you have 
any ideas then let a member of the Community Council know.   
Chair is Mairi Murray, Secretary is Christine Moody, members 
are Gordon Macdonald, Willie Macleod, Donald Martin, George 
Moody, Norman Morrison plus the three Comhairle Councillors, 
Donald Crichton, Calum Maclean and John A Maciver.

Members of the public are welcome to attend any of our meet-
ings. Why not come along to our next meeting which is on 
Tuesday 5 September at 7 30pm in the Tong Community Centre?

Tong CommuniTy CounCil
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The Board of the Moldova Support 
Group are thankful to report that we 
have had the most successful summer 
of youth and children’s camps.

The residential Youth Camp had 104 
participants, plus leaders from the 
church in Nisporeni and a Scottish 

team. This is an intensive camp where 
the young people spend seven days 
away from the privations of life in 
Moldova and focus on hearing the 
Gospel message in a variety of ways, 
as well as having good food and lots 
of activities. 

From early morning till 
late at night the leaders 
keep the youth occupied 
and most importantly 
show them that being a 
follower of Christ can be 
full of joy and pleasure.   
Some commented that 
they now understood how 
you don’t need alcohol or 
drugs to have fun! This 
shows the great witness 
demonstrated by the 

leaders, who all returned 
home exhausted but 
fulfilled by the work 
so generously funded 
by sponsors, churches, Women For 
Mission and Bible Study groups, as 
well as several fundraising events.

Once again the success of the 
Day Camps relied heavily on the 
congregation of Biserica Sfante 
Trieme in Nisporeni. By day 
three there were 370 people! 
However, despite having few 

facilities in the church, all were fed 
and saw the impact of the kindness 
of those from all across Scotland who 
fundraise for the Moldova Support 
Group’s work there. A highlight was a 
fire-safety demonstration by the local 
firemen, who have been supported by 

the people of Lewis for many years. 
We plan to further develop this new 
initiative as there is substantial loss of 
life due to domestic fires in Moldova. 

The hundreds of young children 
who came to the park behind the 
church were entertained with games, 
crafts, drama, face painting and 
singing, all incorporating Bible 

teaching. The prize 
giving concert was 
also a major success, 
with many parents 
and grandparents 
attending, giving 
the leaders another 
opportunity to share 
the Gospel message 
with them. Pastor 
Vitalie even managed 
to share it with us in 
Back through Skype 
on his mobile phone!

The Scottish Day Camp team also 
carried out some local projects; 
delivering food parcels, visiting the 
hospitals and some families to get a 
sense of the dire circumstances we 
aim to relieve, as well as attending the 

evening service in the 
Gypsy Church outside 
the town.

Each year we experience 
answered prayer as 
campers and leaders are 
kept safe from harm and 
our supporters continue to 
show amazing willingness 
to provide funds. As a 
Board, however, we are 
not complacent; we know 
we rely on God to honour 
His work as it is all done 

Moldova Support Group summer 2017

to His glory.

Needless to say there 
are more projects in the 
pipeline and we trust that 
the financial support will 

continue. This will allow the Group to encourage and enable the 
people of Nisporeni to support their own community.

"Declare his glory among the nations, his marvellous deeds 
among all peoples." 1 Chronicles 16:24

▲ Youth Camp 
and leaders 

◄ The Day Camp team: Eilidh 
Murray, Maggie Macrae, Eilidh ‘Dano’ 
Macdonald, Isabelle Macdonald

Day Camp in searing 30°C heat! ►

▲ The Youth Camp team: Dawn Campbell, 
Carina Maciver, Marion Macaulay, Iain 
Macleod and Eoghain MacPhee.
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Thank you, Margaret-Ann, for agreeing to ‘chat’ to Loch a 
Tuath News. You have been part 
of the Back community for some 
time now, but where were you 
born and brought up?
I was born in Daliburgh in South 
Uist in a family of eleven children. 
I have seven brothers and three 
sisters and all my siblings are still 
living in Uist. I have over thirty 
nieces and nephews and ten great 
nieces and nephews.

What was it like growing up in 
Uist?
I grew up in Daliburgh, there 
were loads of children in the area 
and everyone got on great. As 
I remember it the weather was 
always lovely! Most weekends all 
ages went to the machair to play football, rounders and tig.

Did you have far to travel to school?
I went to Lochboisdale school which was just a few miles from 
where I lived. 

What brought you to Lewis?
I came up to college in the early 1980s to do a two year 
course in what was then called secretarial studies.  I was in 
digs for the two years I attended college. 

What were your first impressions of the island of Lewis?
To me the island was bigger than I was used to and there were a 
lot more shops! I wasn’t homesick, I enjoyed the freedom. At that 
time, you came up to Lewis with most of your class, so you did not 
feel alone.  It was a real eye opener to see the different lifestyle, 
compared with Uist; Sunday was a big surprise to me, no shops, 
no washing etc. As the years went by I got kind of used to it.

When did you meet your husband?
 I met Murdo in 1986 and we got married in 1990 in South 
Uist. Murdo is a firefighter at Stornoway airport.

Do you go back ‘home’ to Uist to see you family and 
friends?
I go back regularly. My father died two and a half years ago 
so I go to visit my mother and see the rest of my siblings too.

So you are now a real ‘Bacach’!
I suppose I am now a ‘Bacach’. We have our own house and 
we have two children, Craig who is twenty- five and works 
offshore, and Sara, twenty-two, who is a hairdresser/barber. 
Sara has just finished an HNC in administration and informa-
tion technology and is going on to do her HND in September.

Margaret-Ann, you do an amazing amount of work for 
local charities, can you tell us a bit about these charities?

I am involved in a few different charities. In 2008 I joined 
Macmillan Cancer Support; after 
the death of my father-in-law, I 
saw first-hand the great work the 
Macmillan nurses did.   As a com-
mittee, we do a lot of fundrais-
ing for the local branch, and on 
average we raise about £100,000 
a year, with soup and puddings, 
sponsored walks, bingos and a lot 
of individual donations.

For three days at the Hebridean 
Celtic Festival, we manage the 
disabled stand. I do up a rota from 
the Macmillan Cancer Support 
committee and other people who 
want to help out. I really enjoy that. 
Our reward is a collection of cash 
and leftover tokens. 

Rally Hebrides is an annual event which is organised by 
Lewis Car Club. That event needs a lot of organising and 
Macmillan Cancer Support are involved as we benefit from 
the event.

You have also been very involved in the Loch a Tuath 
Community Hut in Back, how did that come about?
Yes, I am also involved in Loch a Tuath Community Hut. This 
came about in December 2009 when a few folk met one 
evening in the Hut and it was decided to get a committee 
together and get it up and running for the community. Initially, I 
managed to ‘scrounge’ money to reclad and paint the outside 
of the building, paint the inside and provide new toilets. We 
were lucky and thankful that our local councillors have been 
very good to the cause. 

Who are all the different users of The Hut?
It is very busy, it is used by Brownies, Rainbows, Aerobics, 
Coisir Sgìre a’ Bhac, Road to Recovery, Càirdeas, Cadets. 
The council meets with the carers every Friday afternoon and 
we rent out for parties for the old and young. At Christmas 
time we have Santa in his grotto - Katherine Stewart makes a 
great job of that. At the moment we are having a new kitchen 
fitted and that will make a huge difference to everyone who 
uses the building.

In more recent times I have become involved in the Back 
Community Council.

In the midst of all that, do you have time for any other 
leisure activities or would you say that your community 
activities take up all your spare time?!
With all that going on, I don’t have time for any hobbies apart 
from walking, if the weather is good!

Many thanks, Margaret-Ann, for taking the time to chat, 
and all good wishes for further fundraising activities. 
 

A.Tucker

Meet.... Margaret-Ann Maciver

Margaret-Ann  and Murdo
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New Entrants

We are delighted to welcome fourteen new pupils 
into Primary One. The children have settled 
very well and are having a great time in 
school. 

New Friends

We give a warm welcome to two new 
pupils: Mia Graham has joined GM2 
and Lucy Grant has joined our P6/7 
class.  We hope both girls enjoy being 
in Tong School and playing with new 
friends. 

Rally Car Visit

On 18th August, Kevin 
Gray and Colin Swanson, 
two rally car drivers from 
Rally Hebrides, took 
their car to the school.  
It was very interesting 
to have a look around 
the car and explore all 
the different features. 
The drivers even start-
ed the engine to let us 
look down the bonnet of 
the rally car. It sounded very 
loud! The car was a yellow Vauxhall 
Astra with around 200 horse power.  We think 
the engine was a 2.0 litre redbird. Every class 
got an opportunity to feel like a rally driver 
and sit in the amazing car.  It was fun to wear 
the headphones and speak to your co-driver. 
Everyone really liked the rally car visit and we 
hope it will be repeated again next year. 

By Jamie, Gregor, Owen and Ruben

Tong School

◄◄ Campbell Macleod

◄ Chloe Maclennan

◄ Aimee Weatherston

◄◄ Amelia O'Flaherty

▼ Archie 
Mackay

◄ Calum Murray, GM1

▼ Connor Macdonald, GM1

Our
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Joshua Campbell ►

Kayla Shearsmith ►►

Lily Heckles, GM1 ▼

Robyn MacDiarmid ▼►

Our

1s!
Primary

New
▲◄ Eilidh Culley

▲ Isla Mackenzie

◄ Kaden Murray
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Carnival Queen 2017...........

Another proud moment for Team 
Kyle.................

John O’Bryne foundation........

This summer a new CBEEBIES 
land Hotel opened in Stoke on 
Trent. Last year while Kyle was in 
Glasgow we met some amazing 
people, one person in particular 
John O’Bryne, who himself spent 
a number of years as a patient 
in hospital, and then started vol-
unteering at the medicinema, 
he started his own foundation 3 
years ago by selling a signed 
football to give a child a wee day 

Team Kyle Update

out and his foundation 
has grown from there, 
this year Kyle was 
one of the children to 
receive a special treat 
from johns foundation. 
We were all.sent to the 
new CBEEBIES LAND 

hotel where we stayed in a Postman 
Pat Suite and had a weekend of enter-
tainment from a variety of Cbeebies 
characters, it really was a magical time 
for us all.

Kyle with the ▲ 
Team Kyle mascot

▲ Kyle with Postman Pat!

▼ The CBeebies Land Hotel

Karen, the Carnival Queen, and her boys ▼
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £32.40 to Laura Graham, 5 Catherine Hill, Coll, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £32.40
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

▲ James & Iona 
Morrison with 
baby Ruairidh

Ali & Kathlene  ►
Morrison with 

baby Kai

Baptisms

These two handsome little 
boys were baptised in Back 
Free Church by Rev C I 
Macleod on Sunday 2 July!
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Independent Financial 
Advisers

Donald Martin

Succession Group Ltd, 
based within CIB,

63 Kenneth Street, Stornoway. 
HS1 2DS.

(t) 01851 701212

(e) donald.martin@succes-
siongroup.co.uk
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Wedding in the Town Hall

The wedding of one of the most popular figures in 
the district took place on 25th August when Mr Jack 
Macleod, Lighthill, Back, was married to Miss Isabella 
Morrison, 16 Brue. The marriage was solemnised by 
Rev A Macleod, Back, in the Free Church Seminary, 
Stornoway.  The bride who was given away by Mr A 
Macleod, Abey, Brue, was beautifully gowned in self-
embossed ivory taffeta. She carried a shower bouquet 
of red carnations, and her hand-embroidered veil was 
held in place by a coronet of plumes.  Mrs Allan Smith 
of Inverness, as chief bridesmaid, chose blue taffeta, 
and her niece, Miss Mary Ann Macleod also looking 
charming in a gown of lavender taffeta. The small 
train-bearers were Margaret Mary Macleod and Alick 
Norman Smith, niece and nephew of the groom. The 
bride’s brother Calum, ably carried out the duties of 
bestman. After the ceremony the guests gathered at the 
Town Hall to enjoy first the wedding feast, purveyed 
in true Highland style, and then dancing to the strains 
of pipes and accordion. The proceedings helped fur-
ther to cement the friendships which have sprung up 
between the west and east this year, and the Brueachs 
and Backachs got on remarkably well together. Mr 
A Macleod, Brue, read some seventy congratula-
tory telegrams, including two cables from brothers 
in Melbourne and Detroit, where the bridegroom is 
a well-kent figure among the Lewis people, paying 
many visits to them during his years in the Merchant 
Navy. They will join along with his many friends at 
home, in extending best wishes to him and to his bride 
for the days that lie ahead.

On Leave

Home on leave recently were Angus Maclennan, RAF, 
New Street, Back; Cpl John Macdonald, RAF, 27 
Gress.

His Majesty’s Mail

Owing to new postal arrangements the villagers of 
Back and district recently bade farewell to one of 
the most efficient and most popular officials that 
the township has ever known; and it was with feel-
ings of regret and a sense of real loss, that they saw 
“Murchadh Allan” the postman, make his last round 
after a service of seventeen and a half years. Although 
his weekly round entailed a tramp of 96 miles, he lost 
only six days during his service; and rain, hail or snow, 
the mail was delivered.  Annually he trudged perhaps 
5000 miles and his aggregate mileage for this period 
of service would have taken him three and a half times 

round the 24,902 miles of the Earth’s Equatorial girth.  
Murchadh Allan, although he no longer delivers mails 
in Back, is still on the trot, delivering mail in Vatisker 
and Coll.  Murchadh Allan is no ordinary postman but 
a proved pedestrian, a miniature mountaineer, a diplo-
mat with the dog fraternity, a mine of information, and 
a life philosopher. To “Cailleach cul a Gharraidh” he is 
the link with the great wide world, to the crofter with 
the run-down clock he is the reliable Big Ben, and to 
all and sundry he is the daily local “Gazette”. And his 
high standing and universal popularity are due in no 
small measure to his accurate knowledge of handwrit-
ing, for he can tell the old couple that there is word 
from “John in the Strathaird” today, or he may ask the 
cailleach at the corner what news “Alex in Australia” 
had in his letter yesterday. Gu mu fada beo e!  Faodaidh 
seann each sitir a dheanamh! (Contributed)

TONG
The Late Mrs Kenneth Maciver

Our small village was again cast into gloom when it 
was learned that Mrs Kenneth Maciver, Tong Park, had 
passed away unexpectedly at Lewis Hospital. “Bean 
Ghillip” as she was affectionately called, will be sadly 
missed; her hearty laugh and keen sense of humour 
forged a chain of friendships for her which only death 
could sever.  No one in her company could be unhappy 
for long, and her buoyancy and cheerfulness helped 
many along the way of life. Mrs Maciver came from a 
notable and popular family - the Macleods of Loddan, 
whose wit and humour were held to be outstanding, 
even in a community where these qualities were by no 
means uncommon. In the First World War when she 
was left with the task of bringing up a young family 
of five sons, while her husband was on active service, 
and in the last world war when four of these five sons 
were on active service, Mrs Maciver needed all her 
wideness of vision and staunchness of heart to carry 
her through.  But she never showed weariness, or 
lowered her banner,  and her laughter helped to cheer 
others as well as make her own burden lighter. Now 
she has gone, and we shall miss her, for her kind are 
rare, and the need for them is great in the world today.  
All her sons except Donald in Canada and Alexander 
in England, were able to be present at the funeral. We 
extend to the bereaved husband, the family and Mrs 
Macivers brothers and sisters our sincerest sympathy 
in the loss of one whose passing has saddened us all, 
and the echo of whose hearty laugh and friendly smile 
will be with us for many a day.

Back in Time  September 1947
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Sgoil a’ Bhac
Non Uniform Day
We had our 
first non-school 
uniform day on 
Friday 25th in 
order to help raise 
funds for the Parent 
Council. Pupils donated £1.00 
each for the privilege of not wearing 
their uniform. Here is our new P1 
intake enjoying their first non-school 
uniform day.

Awarded For Awarded For Awarded To

Loch a Tuath News Literacy Award Excellence in Creative Writing Rebekah Mackenzie

Cuach CCG airson Cànan Gàidhlig Attainment in Gaelic Language (GM) Sandy Macdonald/Molly 
Macdonald

The Stornoway Gazette Cup Attainment in English Language & Literacy Molly Macdonald

P1-3 Gaelic Learner Attainment in Learner Gaelic Aaron Davis

P4-6 Gaelic Learner Attainment in Learner Gaelic Luc Smith/Mairi Smith

Iurosgoil Cup - P7 Gaelic Learner Attainment in Learner Gaelic Louise Maciver

Vanessa Will Salver for G1-3 Use of Gaelic outwith the classroom Lilia Macdonald
Samuel Maclennan

Vanessa Will Salver for G4-7 Use of Gaelic outwith the classroom Sandy Macddonald

CIB Services cup for Mathematics Attainment in Mathematics & Numeracy at P7 Sandy Macdonald

The ‘Comrade Cup’ for Social Studies
Donated by the Murray Family, Coll Attainment in Social Studies at P7 Kitty Ann Maciver

The Book Committee Trophy Project on Local Studies Rebekah Mackenzie

The Minki Cup Environmental Studies/Awareness at P6 Laura Tearse

The Rev & Mrs ID Campbell Shield for Music Excellence in Music at P7 Talia Graham

The Alice Murray Memorial Prize for Art Progress in Art at P7 Molly Macdonald

The Donald & Mary Stewart ‘Coilear’ Cup Bible Knowledge at P7 Kitty Maciver

The Martin Cup for ICT & Technologies Attainment in ICT & Technology at P7 Rebekah Mackenzie/Robyn 
Macdonald

W

elcome to Our New P1s!

Sgoil a’ Bhac 
Prizegiving 2017

Prizewinners



25

Sports Prizes

Prize Awarded For Recipient

Junior Boys Sports Champion (P1-P3)

Back Secondary Pupils' Cup
Highest Points in Sport at P1-3 Jamie Macritchie

Junior Girls Sports Champion (P1-P3)

Back Secondary Pupils' Cup
Highest Points in Sport at P1-3

Maisie Smith

Ria Maclean
Intermediate Boys Sports Champion (P4-P6)

Lewis Carpet Centre Cup
Highest Points in Sport at P4-6

Dylan Howard

Calum Macrae

Intermediate Girls Sports Champion (P4-P6)

Lewis Carpet Centre Cup
Highest Points in Sport at P4-6

Jess Muir

Kyla McMurdo

Jocelyn Mackenzie
Senior Boys Sports Champion (P7)

The Skye Cup donated by Kenneth Macdonald
Highest Points in Sport at P7 Sandy Macdonald

Senior Girls Sports Champion (P7)
The Orkney Cup donated by Greta Macdonald

Highest Points in Sport at P7 Ellen McMurdo

DJ Macleod Memorial Cup for Football Commitment to Football Sandy Macdonald

Citizenship and Leadership Prizes

Prize Awarded For Recipient

Junior Citizenship Award (P1-2)

Back Secondary Pupils' Cup
Citizenship, helpfulness, 
cooperation and involvement

Lilia Macdonald

Ria Maclean
Intermediate Citizenship Award (P3-5)

New Community Schools Cup
Citizenship, helpfulness, 
cooperation and involvement Bella Wilson

Senior Citizenship Award (P6/7)

Back Secondary Pupils Cup
Citizenship, helpfulness, 
cooperation and involvement Louise Maciver

The Gress Cup donated by Paul and Sheila White Citizenship and curricular 
progress at P7 Aimee Maciver

Boys Leadership Shield (P7) Commitment to Leadership at P7 Sandy Macdonald

Girls Leadership Shield (P7) Commitment to Leadership at P7 Kitty Maciver

Sgoil a’ Bhac 
Prizegiving 

2017

Sports Medals

Awarded For Awarded To

P1 - Boys

P1 - Girls

Jamie Macritchie

Maisie Smith

P2 - Boys

P2 - Girls

Robbie McMurdo/Thomas 
Cunningham

Ria Maclean

P3 - Boys

P3 - Girls

Samuel Maclennan

Cara Macritchie/Abbie 
Ferguson

P4 - Boys

P4 - Girls

Joel Graham

Jessica Muir
P5 - Boys

P5 - Girls

Dylan Howard

Kyla McMurdo
P6 - Boys

P6 - Girls

Calum Macrae

Jocelyn Mackenzie

Dux of the School
Awarded For Awarded To

Excellence across learning 
and the life of the school Molly Macdonald
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Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office
20 Kenneth Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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The holidays are over. The peats 
are at home. The hay has been 
gathered. The lambs have been 
taken away from the ewes. The 
cousins are away back to the 
mainland. And back to school. 
The beginning of the end of the 
summer. That was the way it 
was in the 50s. 

Observing the recent service 
at which Rev David Macdonald 
was formally ordained as the 
first assistant minister makes 
one think of other days. 

As a young boy I remember 
being told that the cars I was 
seeing on the main road were 
part of the funeral cortege following the remains of 
Rev Alexander Macleod to his final resting place. That 
was 1954. He will be better known to my generation as 
Murdo Alec’s father. Rev Murdo Alec Macleod who was 
interim moderator of Back Free Church when he passed 
away in 1994.

On Primary 2 I remember being told the new minister 
Rev Murdo Macaulay was coming to visit us in the 
class. Best behaviour or else! A force to be reckoned 
with and highly regarded both in church circles and 
further afield. He had been a prisoner of war during the 
Second World War. 

I remember the reservations when black and white 
television arrived in the district with it’s one channel. 
‘’Obair an t sàtain’’, until it went round like wildfire that 
‘’Macamhlaigh’’ had just bought one. After that it was ‘’Z 
Cars’’, through what appeared to be snow showers, in 
the Titan’s bedroom every week.  

I remember his son Domhnall Iain coming to Sunday 
School on a bicycle. We thought he was being vary dar-
ing. Times change. And now Domhnall Iain, who spent 
much of his teaching career in Chile and Peru, is to be 
found preaching around the island nearly every week.

I remember some of the Sunday School teachers. 
An Cuibhlear, Macdougall, Aonghas Beag, Smiler, 
Murchadh an Podaran, Seoras a’Cheic, Domhnall Iain 
‘an Nis, Moley. 

We didn’t like having to memorise catechisms, psalms, 
verses from the Bible, yet we still remember many 

of them with no need for 
google. Lack of use is mak-
ing our ability to memorise  
redundant. 

There was no community 
facility like the Upper Coll 
Centre at that time, apart 
from the wooden hall, where 
Vatisker Park is nowadays. 

It hosted weddings, con-
certs, dances and meetings 
for quite a number of years. 
It was erected after the 
Second World War. I was 
told it was taken by boat 
from the airport and while it 

became neglected over time it held 
many happy memories for some of the older genera-
tion. As children we had to walk from the old school for 
our PE lessons there. There was no indoor hall in the 
school. 

There was resistance to the provision of a new com-
munity facility which some favoured. It was suggested 
that the old school be a community centre. There was 
opposition as some, including the headmaster of the 
time, Mr Mackenzie, felt it would attract too many people 
to the area and disturb the peace of the residents. The 
head teacher still stayed in the schoolhouse at that time. 
Mr Mackenzie was one of the last ones to do so. Older 
residents will also remember him as a very capable lay 
preacher. David Macdonald has a family relationship to 
Mrs Mackenzie. She was his great aunt, in other words 
his grandmother was Mrs Mackenzie’s sister. 

The main part of the old school was soon knocked 
down. People’s peace was preserved. The potential for 
a community centre in a central position was lost. The 
space is still there.

Rev David Macdonald arrives in a very different com-
munity to the one in which my generation grew up. We 
won’t be expected to cut his peats. He won’t have a 
glebe to keep sheep. He won’t be expected to wear a 
white collar every time he goes out of the house. He will 
have the resources of the worldwide network community 
at his fingertips. Children won’t be afraid of him the way 
we were. 

His is a challenging new position in our community. We 
hope he enjoys life in the Loch a Tuath area.

Coinneach aig Baile
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01851 700924
info@sign-print.co.uk
www.sign-print.co.uk

@signprintsty

Signage & Digital Printing

• Magazines • Office Stationery  
• Business Cards • Booklets  

• Posters • Letterheads  
• Compliment Slips • Bespoke 

Wedding Stationery   
• Leaflets • Calendars  

• Flyers • Postcards  
• Brochures  • Photocopying  

• Stickers/Labels • Graphic Design 
• Internal & External Sigange • 

Van Livery • Banners  
+ Much more

The local one stop solution 
for all your printing  

and design needs. 
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When I was reading the article about Andy Gray's visit to the island, it brought back to my mind a memorable trip 
that the committee of the football club arranged to see him play against Celtic in the final of the Scottish Cup, I think 
it was in 1983.

A well organised and enjoyable trip, mainly because we had two very capable drivers to take us to our destina-
tion, and also a bunch of enthusiastic supporters, who had made their own arrangements where to stay. Some of 
us stayed with relatives, some stayed with the Kerrs’, and some stayed with Andy's mother. We met in the Park 
Bar after settling in and having a bite to eat, then had a great night's entertainment in the Park with Terry being so 
co-operative to keep everyone happy. The bar was heaving with Donald MacRae's songs rousing the place. Some 
ex-Bacachs came to join us, and others who were also going to the game. We had a great night and were really 
looking forward to the game the following day.

The result of the game was not in our favour though as Celtic won the cup, but as one of our group said, it was 
worth it for us if only to see Andy knocking Billy McNeil on his backside when challenging for the ball!! We had a 
wonderful evening in the Kerrs’ house, with plenty of entertainment, snacks and plenty to quench our thirst – which 
livened the group after our disappointment at the result!

The following day to pass the time we paid a visit to the Barrow's, to seek out a bargain to take home, but most of 
us came out with nothing, although one or two bought toys for their children and mementoes to take home to remind 
them of this trip. 

Before we went up the road back home we decided to discard all the rubbish that was in the van into bins that 
were in the park – so that the van would be ship shape when returning it to the hire company – but the next thing 
we saw surprised us!! Two police cars and a Land Rover came, sirens blaring, and pulled up beside the van. We 
thought we would be in the nick! They said they would have to search the van – we did not know what they were 
looking for – but in the end they told us to carry on, and wished us a safe journey home! The surprising aspect of 
the search was that they did not find the toy rifle that was under the seat that had been bought by one of the group!

At the time we were wondering was it a set up or for real, maybe the residents on seeing us going back and forward 
from the van thought that we were up to no good, and hence the reason for the police? Or was it that we had been 
talking to some that were in the police service? Who knows! To this day it is a mystery why the police arrived with 
such urgency, and what they were looking for, but it was the end of a very exciting trip to see a game of football!

D A Stewart

Football Memories……

Kemnay Cup Winners - read all about it in Gress News on Page 5 ▲

Player of the Month!

Congratulations to Player of the Month - 
▼ Alasdair MaciverKemnay Cup Winners!
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Material for publication in the OCTOBER issue of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in before MONDAY 18th SEPTEMBER 2017

We have a place for you! 
A limited number of places are available on the following courses for  
2017-18.  These include NC and NQ  rst level courses to HNs and Degrees.

Jewellery - NC and HNC

Health Social Studies - NQ and BA(Hons)

Highers Academy including Higher English

National 5 Gateway including National 5 Maths

Access to Merchant Navy Cadetship

Art and Design - NC and BA(Hons)

Admin and IT - Admin and IT - HN

Engineering - NC, HN and BEng(Hons)

Computing - HN and BSc(Hons)

Gaelic - BA(Hons)

Child and Youth Studies - BA(Hons)

Sustainable Rural Development - BSc(Hons)

Psychology - BSc(Hons)
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For further information about the wide range of opportunities available locally at 
Lews Castle College UHI - please visit our website and/or contact us at: 
01851 770000 e-mail: leadmissions@uhi.ac.uk

www.lews.uhi.ac.uk


