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Welcome to your 
October issue of Loch 
a Tuath News!  

October has appeared 
like a thief in the night 
– colder nights, leaves 
falling from trees and 
a definite nip in the 
air. In Col Uarach we 

have two little people looking forward to 
Halloween costumes, bonfires, woolly 
hats with gloves and wellies on beach 
walks and dare I say it….Christmas!  

I’d like to say a big thank you for all 
the wonderful compliments and posi-
tive comments we have received with 
regards to the September issue!  Such a 

lot of work goes on behind the scenes 
of the magazine before it hits the 
shelves, and it makes all the stress 
and effort worthwhile to get such love-
ly feedback – we really appreciate it.

We have a jam 
packed magazine 
for you this month 
– especially our As 
na Bailtean sec-
tion!  Some of you 
may have noticed 
that our last issue 
was missing Coll 
and Tong news – 
apologies – it just 
means we have 
lots of extra news 

for you in this months! To accompany 
the news are lots of lovely colour 
pictures which we love – so please 
keep your news and pictures coming 
in to our village correspondents. You 
can find the ever popular Coinneach 
aig Baile, the latest from Back FC, a 
plentiful supply of the favourite Old 
Photos which are fantastic, as well 
as much more. Please do keep it all 

coming!

Here’s to a lovely crisp and dry 
October!

Wishing you all every blessing,

Melanie

Front cover pic taken on Gress 
Beach, courtesy of Impact Imagz

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: latneditor2@outlook.com
By post: Taigh Gone, 27 Upper Coll, HS2 0LS

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Fàilte

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 
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Back/Vatisker
Bereavements
John A MacDonald
It is with much regret that we record the 
passing, after a short illness, of John 
Angus MacDonald on 14 August aged 54 
years. Johnny, as he was popularly known, 
was the son of Murdina and the late Angus 
A. MacDonald (Angie a' Lally) and was 
brought up at 3 Lighthill, Back with his 
sister Peggy and his brothers Angus Allan 
(Tanky) and Donald (Dano). Upon leaving 
school he worked as a painter and deco-
rator, initially with employers in Stornoway 
and then in self-employment, latterly 
based in Aberdeen. Of an outgoing, socia-
ble nature Johnny was a popular colleague 
and friend to many and will be affectionate-
ly remembered for his irrepressible sense 
of humour. He was a stalwart of Back FC 
in the early 1980s and in his leisure time 
would follow the fortunes of Celtic, of 
whom he was an avid supporter. Following 
his marriage to Ishbel MacDonald, Tong 
Road the young couple moved to South 
Bragar where Ishbel's father Alex (Marco) 
had his family home. It was there that they 
raised their daughter Katie. He and Ishbel 
would have celebrated their 30th wed-
ding anniversary in September but sadly 
that was not to be. Following a service in 
Shawbost Free Church Johnny's funeral 
took place to Bragar cemetery. To his loved 
ones we extend our sincere sympathy in 
their grievous loss.

Thomas Shaw
The small community at Lighthill, which 
has been much affected by bereavement 
in the last year, was saddened once more 
to learn of the death of Tom Shaw aged 
83 years. Tom, his wife Ann and their two 
young sons moved to 50 Vatisker in the 
mid-1970s, initially living in the old croft-
house (Taigh a' Luirg) before then settling 
in a newly-built home at the School Road 
end of the croft. The greater part of his 
working life was spent at sea where he was 
a captain in the Merchant Navy and where 
he worked alongside many Lewismen. 
The skills and experience Tom gained 
there were later put to considerable use 
as a lecturer in the Navigation Department 
at Lews Castle College where he was 
a popular and esteemed colleague. An 
accomplished musician, he was proficient 
in many musical instruments and he and 
his wife Ann were, at one time, members 
of Coisir Sgir' a' Bhac. His funeral service 
on 7 September took place in the family 
home, a tradition which is rarely observed 
in the district today. Interment took place 
in Gress Cemetery. We offer our condo-
lences to Ann, their sons Neil, in the family 
home and Alasdair at 57 Back and to the 
extended family in their sad loss

Catherine Morrison
The oldest resident in the Back district, 

Mrs Catherine Morrison, passed away 
peacefully at her home, 18 Broadbay View, 
on 8 September aged 96 years. Born at 50 
Coll in 1920 she was one of six daughters 
in the family of ten of Mr and Mrs John 
MacDonald (Iain 'an Oig). Following her 
marriage to John Morrison, 10 Coll (Eona) 
the young couple with their son and two 
daughters were one of the original families 
to settle in the upper end of Broadbay View 
in the 1950s. Catriona will be remembered 
as a kind, gentle and gracious Christian 
lady who was a regular attender of the 
means of grace well into her 90s. The faith 
which she placed in the Lord many years 
ago sustained her through her family's 
most adverse providence: the loss of her 
husband in a drowning accident at Gress in 
1982. Her passing brings closure to a chap-
ter in the history of Broadbay View for she 
was the last individual who moved there 
at its inception and who remained on the 
street till her latter days. In their time of sor-
row we extend our condolences to her son 
Iain Murdo (56 Back), her daughters Cathie 
Ann (Erskine) and Joey (Crossbost), her 
only surviving sister Seonag in Bethesda 
Nursing Home and to the extended family.

A Memorable Teacher Passes Away
After several years of declining health 
Mrs Alexina Macleod passed away at Blar 
Buidhe Nursing Home on 7 September. 
News of her passing evoked memories 
among her former pupils - now in their 
40s and 50s - of the year they spent in 
Primary 7 at Back School where Alexina 
taught between 1974 and 1987. It is fair 
to say that she was an advocate of the 
"old school" form of teaching where her 
considerable knowledge was imparted 
with rigour, conviction and determination 
within a strict disciplined environment. Like 
most teachers of her era she had her 
admirers and detractors but many of her 
pupils, the writer included, made great 
strides in their education under her direc-
tion. Having left school her charges were 
struck at how friendly and engaging she 
was, upon encountering her in public, 
and how interested she was in how they 
had progressed in later life. She was an 
unforgettable teacher whose mannerisms 
and turn of phrase will linger long in the 
memory of those she influenced. A native 
of Shawbost, she was predeceased by her 
husband Donald (Inky) in 1982 - Donald 
was a former Head Teacher at Stornoway 
Primary. In their bereavement we extend 
our sympathy to her extended family mem-
bers who include her sister Annie Macleod, 
Tong Road (Anna Dholaidh) and her sis-
ter-in-law Ishbel MacDonald, 31 Gress 
(Iseabail Bhobshie).

Silver Weddings
Congratulations to Sharon and Kenny 
Russell of Clarkston, Glasgow who recent-
ly celebrated their twenty fifth wedding 
anniversary. Sharon (nee Macneil, 3 Back) 
and Kenny were married in Glasgow on 1 
October 1992.

Our belated best wishes are also extend-
ed to Shona and Crawford MacLellan, 
Taigh na Bruaich, New Street, Back who 
celebrated their silver wedding earlier this 
year. Shona (nee Maclennan, 42 Back) 
and Crawford were married at Back 
Free Church on 26 June 1992 by Rev. A 
Montgomery.

New Babies
We are delighted to record the arrival of 
two new babies in Back village. Freya 
McVicar was born on 28 August, a daugh-
ter to Gemma and Kevin, 2 Lighhill, Back 
and a little sister to Joshua. Marco Corbett-
Uceta was born on 7 September, a son to 
Rietta and Antonio, New Street, Back and 
a little brother to Federico. We send both 
families our warmest congratulations on 
their happy news. (See p13).

Recent Graduates
Congratulations to Beth Matheson, 17 
Back, who graduated from Strathclyde 
University with BA Honours (2:1) in Spanish 
and French with distinction in spoken 
Spanish. She is now starting a Masters at 
Heriot Watt University in Translating and 
Interpreting. Beth is the younger daugh-
ter of Katie Sandra and Uisdean and the 
grand-daughter of Chirsty Mary and the 
late Uilleam Bhast, 17 Back and of the late 
Iain a' Bheicear and Peigi of Miavaig, Uig

We also wish to congratulate Adam 
Sturrock who graduated with BA (Hons) 
in Journalism from Edinburgh Napier 
University. Adam is the elder son of Donna 
and Angus Sturrock, Inverness and the 
grandson of the late John Angie and 
Margaret Ann Maciver, 7 Back

Forty Years Service
Alasdair 'Red' Mackenzie, 59 Back recent-
ly marked forty years of service with the 
NHS. Since leaving school in 1977 he 
has worked as a painter with the Works 
Department, initially at the old hospital site 
on Goathill Road and now at the Western 
Isles Hospital. Red still has some way to 
go before he retires and, as we frequently 
hear of these dates stretching ever further 
into the distance, he may in time set a 
record for long service!

Book Republished
Puritan Publications have recently reprint-
ed the book "Aspects of the Religious 

as Na 
BailteaN
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History of Lewis" which was first pub-
lished in 1985. The book gives an account 
of the history of the Christian faith on the 
Isle of Lewis from earliest times up to the 
Disruption of 1843 and was written by the 
late Rev. Murdo Macaulay who was the 
Free Church minister at Back from 1956 
- 1975. Inscribed in the opening pages of 
the publication are the words "This book 
is dedicated to the Back Free Church 
Sabbath School and its many devoted 
teachers". Its distinctive cover will be 
recognisable to all Bacachs as it features 
a photgraph of St Aulas Chapel in Gress 
Cemetery. 

Congratulations
Christopher Watterson, grandson of 
Agnes and Ian Eric Campbell, Glasgow 
and 46 Vatisker, Back, passed out of 
Royal Marines Recruit Training and 
now boasts the coveted Green Beret 
as a Royal Marine Commando.

Marine Watterson, 23, original-
ly from Glasgow, will be drafted to 
43 Commando in Faslane Scotland 
before deploying anywhere around 
the globe at a moment’s notice. 
Christopher faced a nine month stint 
in Hunter Company at week 27 of 32 
after an injury during training. Having 
persevered with the Commando value 
of determination in mind, Christopher 
returned to training and passed for 
duty with 235 Troop shortly after.

Graduation
Sara Rose MacIver, Corrodale, Back, 
daughter of Murdo and Margaret-Ann 
MacIver passed HNC in admin and IT 
at Lews Castle College.

coll
Silver Wedding
Congratulations to Jim and Alice Currie 
(nighean Ishbal and Willie Basher) 
Dunaomhaig, Coll, who recent-
ly celebrated their Silver Wedding 
Anniversary. They were married by 
the late Rev Alasdair Montgomery 
on the 14th of August in Back Free 
Church. May you enjoy many more 
years of married bliss.

Wedding Congratulations
Innes Graham and Barbara Macinnes 
were married on the 17th July 2017 
at the Lews Castle by the Rev Peter 
Gardener. Innes is the son of John 
and Peigi Graham "Ocean View " 
Coll and Barbara is the daughter of 
Lachlan Macinnes, Edinburgh, and 
Margaret Nicolson Ranish Lochs.

Bereavements
On Monday 14th of August news came 
that Mary Ann Graham, (nighean 
Ullag), formerly of 40 Coll and Keith 

Street, Stornoway, had passed away. 
To her brother Neillie and family, her 
nephew Donald Smith and family. We 
send our condolences also to cousins, 
friends and neighbours who are also 
in our thoughts at this sad time.

To all the cousins, Isma and fam-
ily, 43 Coll,  Joan Etta and family, 43 
Coll and Auntie Ina and family, 13 
Coll, on the passing of John Angus 
Macdonald, (Johnny Angie a Lally), for-
merly of Lighthill and late of Bragar we 
also send our condolences.

Our sympathy also goes to Chrissie 
Smith and family, 73 Coll, on the 
death of her brother George, to Dollag 
and family, 82 Coll on the death of her 
Aunty Catriona, (Banntrach Eona), 
and to Seonag,the only member left 
of of teaghlach Iain an Oig, 50 Coll, 
who is resident in Bethesda Nursing 
Home. To Angus (Sally) Maclennan 
and family, 38 Coll, on the death of 
his cousin Angus Maclennan, late of 
Marvig, and to Ian Mackay and fam-
ily, 54 Coll, on the death of his sister 
in law Catriona (late of North Tolsta), 
also nieces and nephew at 56 Coll. 
You are all in our thoughts at this sad 
and difficult time.

Graduation
Congratulations to Emily Currie of 
‘Dunaomhaig’, Outend Coll, (nighean 
Alice and Jim), on graduating with a 
BA in Child and Youth Studies. Well 
done Emily, your hard work paid off!

Congratulations
Congratulations also go to Allison 
Mackay, grandaughter of Willie and 
Ishbel, Outend Coll and daughter 
of Angus and Catherine, Swordale. 
Allison was overall winner in Highland 
Dancing in her section at the Heb Celt 
Festival Competition in July. She also 
went on to win the both National and 
Highland at the Sharon Mackinnon 
Festival in August. Allison attends the 
Lynn Maclean School of Dancing.

90th Birthday 
Many Happy returns to Jane Macleod, 
(Sìne Dàraidh), 42b Coll, on reaching 
the ripe old age of 90 on the 25th of 
August.  Sìne enjoyed her special day 
with family and friends. May you have 
many more years to come.

Gress
Retirement Congratulations
Seumas Iain (Ghlen) MacDonald, 32 
Gress was 65 on the 30th June and 
he retired after 30 years of hard 
labour. He began working in Woolies 
in August 1967 where he was one of 
two boys working amongst nearly 70 
women, remaining there for eight to 

nine months.

In February 1968 he started as an 
apprentice joiner with Angus MacLeod 
and Son, (Aonghas a’ Bhàrd) and has 
been a joiner ever since, spending a 
year at the Army base in Uist.

We wish him a healthy and busy 
retirement, I am sure Mairi will find 
him plenty to keep him busy!

21st Birthday Congratulations
Jordan MacDonald, son of Martin and 
Morag, was 21 on 6th September and 
we wish him happy birthday.

Well Done
A young fashion designer with Gress 
connections has made it through to 
the final of the Young Bridal Designer 
of the Year competition being run 
by Bridal Buyer Magazine. Eilidh 
Morrison (22) is the granddaughter 
of Dollaidh Bhàn and Mhàiri Dhany 
(Cross Skigersta Road) and the 
daughter of Iain Norman and Pauline 
Morrison who live at 50 Gress. She is 
a final year student at Gray’s School 
of Art in Aberdeen.

The competition takes place every 
year and is open to second and 
third year students studying Fashion 
Design. There is a different theme 
set every year and this year’s theme 
is the Movies. Over one hundred 
students from colleges all over the 
county submitted designs and they 
have now been whittled down to the 
final twelve. The finalists now have to 
make up the dresses to fit an exact set 
of measurements otherwise they will 
be disqualified.

Eilidh chose an old Hollywood Movie 
called Cover Girl which starred Rita 
Hayward and Gene Kelly which was 
made in 1944. Consequently her 
design oozes Hollywood glamour. 
Eilidh says “I’ve always loved old 
movies and my mum bought me a 
DVD of Cover Girl when I was about 
12 as it was one of her favourites 
when she was young. I have always 
been interested in special occasion 
dresses and want to work in this field 
when I finish my degree. I took my 
inspiration from two or three dresses 
featured in the film and designed a 
contemporary wedding dress with a 
bit of Hollywood glamour.”

The twelve final dresses will be on 
display at the Harrogate Bridal Show 
in September with the best six being 
modelled on the catwalk. The win-
ner will be announced at a glittering 
awards ceremony on the last night of 
the exhibition.

We wish Eilidh nimble fingers and the 
best of luck.
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Catriona Bain is 2017 Donald 
Stewart Memorial Trust 
Award Winner

The Donald Stewart Memorial 
Trust award for 2017 has been 
won by Catriona Bain, from 
Gress, Isle of Lewis. The Trust 
decided unanimously that 
this year’s award be made 
to Catriona, who completed 
her studies in The Nicolson 
Institute, Stornoway in June 
and will soon be continuing 
her studies in Robert Gordon’s 
University, Aberdeen.

The Trustees were highly 
impressed with Catriona’s aca-
demic performance in school 
where she attained excellent 
results in her Highers and 
Advanced Higher exams and 
with her extraordinary work 
ethic, time management skills 
and her commitment to her 
studies. Also, her leadership 
qualities and her desire and 
drive to help others.  Catriona has always been held in 
high regard by both her fellow pupils and by staff and this 
was reflected in her election as Pupil Council representa-
tive for a number of years.  As well as being elected to be a 
prefect, by both pupils and staff, Catriona was Vice-captain 
of Addison House, discharging her duties with consum-
mate ease and always happy to help others at all times.

Catriona has always participated in a wide range of extra-
curricular activities, including the Secondary Schools 
Gaelic Debate, where she was part of the team that won 
the event in 2015, drama, where she was nominated 
for, “Best Actress” at the 2016 FilmG awards and music, 
where she has won a number of highly prestigious solo 
singing competitions, including An Comunn Gaidhealach 
Silver Pendant for solo singing, the 16-18 Prescribed 
Solo and the 16-18 Traditional Solo competitions at  the 
local and Royal National Mods.  Catriona is also a vital 
member of “Faram”, a local youth music organisation 
which plays at concerts and charity events.

In terms of volunteering, Catriona has assisted, weekly, 
with the GME class in a local primary school, where the 
teacher found her contribution to be invaluable. Also, 
in her local community, Catriona collects for Cancer 
Research UK and she has organised the local village 
Halloween party/fundraising event for primary school 
children for the last two years. 

In presenting the Award to Catriona, Comhairle Convener 
Norman A Macdonald said, “On behalf of the Comhairle 

I would like to congratulate 
Catriona on winning this award. 
Catriona epitomises the praise-
worthy work which is being 
done in our schools and in 
our communities. She has put 
considerable effort into making 
her mark in all that she does, 
through her voluntary work for 
Cancer Research, her sporting 
activities and her participation 
in various Gaelic competitions 
such as the Gaelic Debate and 
The Royal National Mod.  We 
wish her the very best for the 
future as she begins her stud-
ies on the mainland and hope 
that she will return to deploy 
her skills and talents in her 
native community.”

Murdo Macleod, Chairman of 
the Donald Stewart Memorial 
Trust said, “2017 is a particular-
ly poignant year for the Donald 
Stewart Memorial Trust as it is 
25 years since Donald Stewart 

passed away.  We are so grateful that, 25 years after his 
death, his achievements and place in history continue 
to be celebrated, by recognising the young talent in his 
beloved islands.  We were highly impressed with the over-
all quality of this year’s submissions but were unanimous 
in our decision to make the award to Catriona. We were 
delighted to learn of Catriona’s many achievements but 
what particularly impressed us was her commitment to 
her Gaelic culture, her achievements in sport and drama 
and her contribution to the voluntary sector. On behalf of 
the Trust I congratulate Catriona on winning this award 
and wish her well in all that she does in the future.  It is 
evident that we have a wealth of talented young people 
in the Western Isles. I wish to thank the schools for their 
continuing support for the Donald Stewart Memorial com-
petition, without whom, the competition would not exist.”

The Donald Stewart Memorial Trust was set up following 
a fund-raising campaign to establish a Trust which would 
disburse awards to young people in the Western Isles to 
commemorate the outstanding work of the late Donald 
Stewart MP. The Trust makes an annual award to an 
individual 5th or 6th year pupil from any of the secondary 
schools in the Western Isles for, “outstanding achieve-
ment”. The “outstanding achievement” could be attained 
within the school, perhaps an academic achievement 
which has been recognised as outstanding at a national 
or indeed inter-national level or it could be for someone 
who has attained “outstanding achievement” in their own 
community, perhaps an act of outstanding community 
service or an act of bravery or other self-sacrifice.

Donald Stewart Memorial Trust

Catriona Bain being presented with the Donald 
Stewart Memorial Trust trophy by Comhairle 
Convener, Cllr. Norman A Macdonald.



7
Good Luck
We send our best wishes to Catriona 
Bain on leaving for Robert Gordon’s 
University in Aberdeen and also for 
winning the Donald Stewart Memorial 
Trust Award in the Nicolson. Catriona 
has also passed her driving test and 
we hope she has many years of safe 
driving. Well done.

Congratulations
Annabel Maclennan, daughter of 
Angus and Lena Maclennan, Tamana, 
14 Gress, graduated from Glasgow 
University with Joint First Class 
Honours in English and Gaelic.

She is the grand-daughter of Ishbel 
and the late Alasdair Macdonald, 
31 Gress, and Seonag and the late 
Calum Maclennan, 4 Govig, Harris. 
Annabel is currently working for the 
BBC in Glasgow.

Induction
Rev Mark Macleod, son of Willie & 
Cathie, Glenesk, Gress was inducted to 
Leverburgh Free Church, Harris on 30 
August 2017. Mark is pictured on page 
13 with his wife Eilidh, and their children 
Seumas Alasdair and Kate Isabella. We 
send our best wishes to them all for this 
new chapter.

New Baby
Congratulations to Leanne (Gunn) and 
David Hill, Marykirk, Aberdeenshire, 
on the birth of Hamish John, on 31st 
August. Big sisters Emilia and Freya 
are delighted with their wee brother. 
Also a third grandchild for John and 
Cathy Gunn.

Bereavement
We extend our sympathy to Ishbel 
(No.32) and families on the death of 
their Aunt Alexina Macleod, aged 94 
years, late of Shawbost. She passed 
away in Blair Buidhe after being there 
for a few years. She spent a good part 
of her life as a teacher in Back school 
and was very happy there.

toNG
Village Condolences
We extend our sincere condolences 
to Neil and Donna Morrison, 12 Tong 
Road, and their boys, following the 
death of Neil’s mother recently. We 
assure them that they are in our 
thoughts during this time.

We extend the sincere sympathies of 
the community to the following who 
lost a member of their family over 
recent weeks:

We remember Iain Macleod, Donna and 
their family, Shiloh, Aird Tong following 
the passing of Iain's mother Rachel.

We send our sympathy to Cilla Thomson 

who also lost her mother recently. We 
also remember Albert and the family.

We send our sympathy to Cathie and 
Alex John Mackay, 35 Aird Tong, fol-
lowing the death of Cathie’s sister on 
the mainland.

We remember Annie Macleod, and her 
family, 21 Tong Road, who also lost her 
sister Alexina in recent weeks.

Finally we send our sincere condo-
lences to Ishbel and her daughter Katie 
following the loss of their husband and 
dad Johnny MacDonald. Ishbel is the 
daughter of Katag and the late Alex 
MacDonald, Tong Road. 

New Babies
Congratulations to Donna and Alexander 
Murray following the birth of their new 
baby boy, Seumas - a wee brother for 
Calum and Kirsty, and another grand-
son for Calum Iain and Chrissie Murray, 
5 Tong. We also send our best wishes to 
Calum Iain as he attends hospital at the 
moment and hope that he gets on well.

Claire and Hugh Murray, 5 Aird Tong, 
are the new parents of their first born 
son Jack. We congratulate them and 
also the new grandparents Iain Alasdair 
and Etta Campbell, and great grand-
mother Mary Campbell. 

Newcomers to the Village
We are pleased to welcome Ann Marie 
Lockerby and her daughter Aibhlin 
Marie to their new home at 3a Aird Tong. 
We hope that they both enjoy setting up 
home in the village and feel part of the 
community.

Welcome Home
It is always good to welcome villag-
ers back home and we are pleased 
that Douglas Grant and his wife Karen, 
along with their children, James and 
Lucy, have come back home to Aird 
Tong where they hope to have their own 
home.  In the meantime they are settling 
in with his mum Ishbel at 10 Aird Tong.

Birthday Congratulations
We congratulate Margaret Milne, Ceol 
Na Mara, Aird Tong, who celebrated 
her 80th birthday recently. Margaret got 
a big surprise when she was invited 
across the road to No.2, where Margaret 
MacIver had invited neighbours and 
friends, along with children who grew up 
round about her and now have their own 
children, to a huge spread. We wish 
Margaret a very happy birthday.

Upper coll
Condolences
Villagers were very sorry to hear of the 
sudden passing of Mary Ann Graham 
(Ullag), in Raigmore Hospital, Inverness, 
on 13 August 2017. Mary Ann, formerly 

of 40 Upper Coll, and latterly of Keith 
Street, Stornoway, was a very well 
thought of former resident of Gearraidh 
Ghuirm, having lived there for many 
years. Mary Ann was born at 16 Gress, 
and from there she then went to stay 
at 40 Coll. She married Willie John 
Graham, 40 Upper Coll, and on the 
death of Willie John’s father, the cou-
ple moved to his family home to be 
with his mother. Mary Ann and Willie 
John were both employed in Tod’s Mill, 
Stornoway, until its closure, after which 
they both gained further employment 
in Stornoway. Mary Ann was prede-
ceased by her husband Willie John. 
Mary Ann’s funeral service was in Back 
Free Church, followed by interment in 
Gress cemetery. Our sincere sympathy 
is sent to her brother Neil and sisters 
in law Anna and Jessie Mary, and her 
nieces Linda, Annette and Donalda. We 
think of them all at this sad time.

90th Birthday Celebrations
As mentioned in the last issue, Jean 
Stewart, formerly of 41 Upper Coll, 
celebrated her 90th birthday in August. 
The special occasion was marked in 
the company of family and friends  at a 
lunch in the Cabarfeidh Hotel. It was a 
very relaxed and happy occasion with 
lots of laughter. Her table was decorated 
with Happy 90th Birthday balloons - a 
lovely touch provided by the Cabar staff!  
There was a birthday tea at Blar Buidhe 
on the 28th August, the day of Jean’s 
birthday, with a delicious birthday cake 
provided by the Blar Buidhe kitchen.

We send Catriona Stewart, 34 Upper 
Coll, our congratulations and very best 
wishes for her 90th Birthday on 10th 
October 2017. Meal ur Naidheachd! 
The correspondent would like to thank 
Catriona with all her help with village 
news over the last few years and her 
continued interest, information given, 
and general support for Loch a Tuath 
News. It is good to report that Catriona is 
still very much ‘on the ball’ with local news! 

Silver Wedding
Many congratulations are sent to Murdo 
and Kareen Macsween, Isle of Scalpay, 
who recently celebrated their Silver 
Wedding Anniversary. Kareen is the daugh-
ter of Calum Dan and Peggy Maciver, 15 
Upper Coll. We wish Murdo and Kareen 
many more happy and healthy years of 
married life.

New Baby
Alana Hope Macdonald was born 2 
September 2017, weighing 7lb 2oz. 
Many congratulations go to Mark and Jo 
Macdonald, Tarrin, Upper Coll on the birth 
of their second daughter. Alana is a new 
granddaughter for Calum Iain and Peggy 
Macdonald, Back and for Eileen and David 
Lawrie from Leyland, Lancashire. Isabella is 
a very proud big sister (see p13). We send 
our very best wishes to the whole family.
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Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams   ●   Spectacles   ●   Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                                 700808
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From the Manse
Pray without ceasing
The day before Billy Graham was due to give a live 
interview on TV, his director of public relations, Larry 
Ross, requested a private room for Billy Graham to 
pray in before the interview.

Yet when Mr Graham arrived at the studio, his assis-
tant informed Ross that Mr Graham didn’t actually 
need the room. He said, ‘Mr Graham started praying 
when he got up this morning, he prayed while eat-
ing breakfast, he prayed on the way over in the car 
and he’ll probably be praying all the way through the 
interview.’

Ross later said, ‘That was a great lesson for me to 
learn as a young man.’

Marvin Williams, who tells of this account in Our 
Daily Bread, observes that ‘prayerfulness is not an 
event; it is a way of being in a relationship with God. 
This kind of intimate relationship is developed when 
God’s people view prayerfulness as a way of life.’

‘The Psalms encourage us to begin each day by 
lifting our voice to the Lord (Psalm 5:3); to fill our 
day with conversations with God (Psalm 55:17); and 
in the face of accusations and slander, to give our-
selves totally to prayer (Psalm 109:4). We develop 
prayer as a way of life because we desire to be with 
God (Psalms 42:1-4; 84:1-2; 103:5-6).’

‘Prayer is our way of connecting with God in all life’s 
circumstances.  God is always listening.  We can talk 
to Him any time throughout the day.’

The Bible encourages us all to prioritise prayer. 
Prayer keeps us all connected to Heaven’s Throne 
Room. In the name of the Lord Jesus we have direct 
access to our Heavenly Father.

Let’s endeavour to ‘pray without ceasing’ (1 Thess 
5:17).

Calum I Macleod  

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during October 2017 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 1 October
11am:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod   (Communion)
6pm:  Rev Alasdair I Macleod

Sunday 8 October (Missionnal Sunday)
11am:  Rev David Macdonald     (with OM)
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod      (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod     (with WEC)

Sunday 15 October
11am:  Rev Kenneth M Ferguson
11am:  TBC           (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev David Macdonald

Sunday 22 October
11am:  Rev David Macdonald
11am:  Rev Donald A Macdonald     (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev David Macdonald

Sunday 29 October
11am:  Rev David Macdonald
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod      (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 1 October
6:30pm:  Rev Donald A Macdonald     (Gaelic)

Sunday 8 October
6pm:  Mr Iain A Mackinnon

Sunday 15 October
11am: Rev David Macdonald 

Sunday 22 October
6pm: Mr Neil Murray      (Gaelic)

October Service Times 
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Family fun day and more classes coming up

With the football season finished – congratulations to the 
Back FC U18’s for winning the league and the Lews Castle 
College Cup, and the schools back in full swing it feels very 
much like autumn is well on its way. But don’t worry, we still 
have plenty of activities planned to keep you busy and in 
some cases active!

After breaking you in gently with yoga in September we are 
stepping up a gear with a dance it off boot camp in October 
with Alex Jones from Hitched and Highlands. As it sounds 
the boot camp is designed to get you moving and tone you 
up. So if you’re looking for a fun way to get fit, or shift a few 
pounds before Christmas, this could be for you. No experi-
ence is necessary and hopefully you’ll come away with a few 
new moves for the dance floor too.

If that sounds a little too energetic for you, why not join Louise 
Davidson for a 2 week taster of The Release Method©. The 
Release Method© includes a combination of Trigger Point 
Pilates, The Gyrotonic Expansion System®, Myofascial 
release, Applied Neurology, Cranial sacral therapy and 
Physiotherapy techniques. Movements are gentle and are 
mostly mat based incorporating mindfulness, visualization 
and breathing techniques. The Release Method© helps the 
body to  relearn how to move in a functional way to optimize 
existing fitness levels, or to prevent or eliminate long term 
pain, dysfunction and injury.

The pre-school bike club is back and will run term time now 
through the winter. We have added a couple of bikes with 
pedals for those who’ve mastered the balance bikes already.

Feeling a bit creative we have a choice of workshops for you 
this November. Running on Thursday evenings from 7pm 
you can choose from; Introduction to crafting costume jewel-
lery; Felting- Make your own felt flowers; Gardening - winter 
planters; Tweedcraft – Christmas sews; Printing – Create 
some festive cards and gift tags. Don’t worry if you can’t 
decide, book all 5 and get a discount.

Also in October we have a family fun day 
planned. There will be food, face paints, 
crafts and games, a treasure 
hunt and of course 

that all important bouncy castle. So stick it in your diary 
now and don’t miss out - Tuesday 24th October.

Finally, we are joining forces with the Back Community 
Council to run a charity and craft fair at the Coll 
Centre on 2nd December. We would love to hear 
from any local groups/clubs or craft producers/artists 
who are interested in taking a table or display space. 
If you would like to know more or wish to book a table 
contact Terri or visit www.backfrc.org.uk and click 
book online.

Don’t forget we have been shortlisted for the M&S 
Energy Fund and need your votes to win £12,000 for 
solar panels. Please help us save money on energy 
costs so we can spend more on fun things like foot-
ball and fun days!! Voting closes on the 20th October, 

vote for us at https://www.mandsenergyfund.com/pro-
jects/back-football-recreation-club

Dates for your diary:

Archery: Wednesdays, 7-9pm

Bowls: Thursdays, 7.30-9.30pm

Rainbows: Tuesdays, 6.30-7.30pm

Family Fun Day: Tuesday 24th October, 11am-3pm

Dance it Off Bootcamp: Starts Mon 30th October, 7-8pm, 
£35 for 6 weeks

The Release Method: Tuesday 31st Oct and 7th Nov, 10.30-
11.30am

Gym Inductions: Various Dates

Bike Club: Thursdays 12-3pm (from 14th September)

Focus Fridays: Back Free Church S1-3 & S4-6 Youth Club 
Pilot from 27th October to 8th December, 7.30-9.30pm

Book club: Wednesday 25th October, 7pm

Coffee Morning: Friday 10th November, 10am-12pm

Art and Craft Workshops: Printing, Felting, Gardening, Jewellery 
Making and Tweed crafts, Thursdays, 7-9pm in November

Charity and Craft Fair: Sat 2nd December – book your 
table now!

For more information or to 
make a booking contact 
Terri on 820745 or 
visit www.back-
frc.org.uk

Back Football and Recreation Club - What’s on in October?

Back FC 
Under 13s

Pictured on the facing page are the 
Back FC U13’s squad  with plate trophy 

and medals, who excelled in the recent Manor 
Dairies competition: Having emphatically defeated 

every team they played on the way, the A team were 
very unfortunate to narrowly lose the final to a much big-

ger and more physical Western Thistle, by 1 goal to nil. 

The B team won the ‘best of the rest’ Plate by beating the Aths Girls 
on penalties in their final. It should also be noted that 5 members of the 

B team are still u11, and one of them, Euan Macleod, pictured, was named 
MOTM in the final.

Development Club kids with new containers
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Back Football and Recreation Club in the Running for Share of £300,000 
M&S Energy Community Energy Fund 

Western Isles based Back Football and Recreation Club has launched a campaign calling 
for the local community to show its support after it was shortlisted for a national renewable com-
munity energy project competition.

The club hope to win £12,000 through the competition so they can install solar panels on the roof of the main 
hall to heat the hot water and reduce running costs. 

“We are committed to introducing a whole range of energy efficiency measures and reducing our environmental impact at the 
club”. Explained James Macarthur, Committee Member.

“We are in the process of installing a 6KVA wind turbine and have installed ceiling fans to improve the effectiveness of our hall heat-
ing system and reduce heat loss through the roof. The solar panels are an important addition, which will complement both these 
installations by meeting our demands for hot water and removing the need for the current outdated oil fired boiler. They will also 
reduce running costs and free up funds for other aspects of the club e.g. sports equipment, maintenance, group leaders and improv-
ing our facilities by providing better hot water provision for showers, toilets and the kitchen.” 

M&S Energy launched the M&S Energy Community Fund earlier this summer, with up to £300,000 available to support community 
renewable energy projects and technologies across the UK. M&S Energy will be awarding regional funding awards for projects 
across Great Britain that require a maximum of £12,000 and Judges’ prizes for the most innovative or inspiring projects. 

Following the initial shortlisting phase, the competition is now open to the public vote. Back Football and Recreation wants your 
support and encourages you to get online and vote for their solar panels at https://www.mandsenergyfund.com/projects/back-
football-recreation-club

Alasdair Allan Local MSP said: “I’m really excited to support Back Football and Recreation Club and am looking forward to seeing 
the results if they are successful. It will be a massive benefit for the local community if they do receive the funding”.

For more information on the project and to vote please visit https://www.mandsenergyfund.com/projects/back-football-recrea-
tion-club

Local Project 
Community Energy 

Back FC under 13s

Back FC Under 18s
Back FC Under 18s 

team won the league and the 
Lews Castle College Cup 

Kevin  
Murray 

presenting 
Louis 

Macdonald 
with 

U18 Cup 
sponsored 
by Duncan 

Mackay 
Contractors
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Lower Hutt
New Zealand, 5010

Dear Joan (Joan Matheson, the Tong correspondent),
It’s some time since I made contact with the reports for our village of Aird Tong and Tong. You do a great job 
and I know it’s not easy keeping up with all the local happenings in this day and age.

Enclosed are some photos (which will be included in the magazine when space permits) that will hopefully be of 
interest to Loch a Tuath News along with a summary of a number of men and women who served in the different 
services. Per head of population, the village paid a heavy price for freedom.So here we are in 2017; in a vastly dif-
ferent Lewis from the one I was brought up in. I can well remember the sadness that was part of so many families.

Presently we are coming out of a rather cold and wet winter. There have been some nice days but we are look-
ing forward to spring. The days are getting longer which each one of us looks forward to. Lewis folk are getting 
fewer and fewer out here. Our island folk don’t seem to settle in New Zealand any more. Some come on vacation 
though, which is good. When I settled here in 1956 there were 14 of us here in Wellington from my village. Now 
there are only three – Mary MacNeill, George Matheson and me. We have two from Tong living in Napier – Alex 
John MacPherson and Billy Macfarlane.

Our general election is in September with the same promises from each party. Presently we have the National 
Party in office. Our local newspapers are full of that and our Donald Trump. It’s hard to believe he has Tong 
connections.

New Zealand suffers from a lack of tradespeople at present. The building industry is booming and some people 
are having to wait 12 months to have an average home built or alterations carried out. This has meant the price 
of homes has sky rocketed.  The average work day here in New Zealand for tradespeople is Monday – Friday 
7.30am – 5.00pm and occasionally all day Saturday, or at least Saturday morning.

I hope your lovely sunny summer and autumn continues.  According to the reports I’ve read it’s been the sun-
niest summer in years. You all deserve it and hopefully you’ll also get a mild winter.

Family wise, we are all well. Now that I have retired from the local Council I have more time to myself. I enjoyed 
my time there, but it was time to leave. Hope you and your family are well.  I’ll keep in touch.

Regards

Angus Finlayson

Dolda and Angus Morrison, New Street, 
Back, recently had a visit from Frances 
Jones and her daughter Kirsty from Bristol. 
Frances’ late husband Malcolm Maurice 
Jones was a son of Mary Jane Macleod 
(Mary Jane Aonghais a’ Bheel, Shoydag), 
35 Back. Mary Jane had met an aircraftsman 
by the name of Maurice Henry Jones when 
he was stationed at RAF Stornoway dur-
ing the Second World War. They married in 
Kingston, Surrey in 1944 and settled there. 

The Macleods were first cousins of the late George Morrison 
(Seòras Thiugs), 14 New Street. Kirsty was delighted to be 
told that she bore a striking resemblance to Mairi Aonghais 

a’ Bheel (Mary Macleod, 35 Back), who was a sister of 

her grandmother Mary Jane. Frances and Kirsty enjoyed 
finding out a little more about Mary Jane’s family and look-
ing at photographs. They also visited Alex John and Joan 
Macdonald, 43 Back.

Visitors
from Bristol

Kirsty, Dolda and Frances

Letter From New Zealand
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It is time for the annual Shoe Box Appeal.  This is a 
worthwhile and very much appreciated cause.  We have 
so much and receive so many gifts at Christmas but to 
many of those who receive Shoe 
Boxes this is the only gift that 
they will receive all year.  Even 
the wrapped box when emptied 
is treasured and used in the 
home. 

Please donate a Shoe Box this 
year.  If you are unable to fill a 
Shoe Box but wish to contribute 
there will be a box in the Back Church Hall where you 
can deposit items which can be added to Shoe Boxes. 
Please note no Talcum Powder this year.  Please ensure 
all sweets have a ‘Best Before’ date no earlier than March 
2018.

Back Pharmacy have a wide selection of toiletries, hats 
and gloves suitable for Shoe Boxes and have prewrapped 
boxes available for a small donation, this donation is then 
used to provide a Christmas dinner for the homeless. 

Leaflets will be available at Gordon Diesels, Back 
Pharmacy, Back Free Church and will be distributed 
through the schools.  

Sgoil a’ Bhac, Tong School, and Back Pharmacy have 
agreed to act as collection points for the Shoe Boxes.  
Shoe Boxes should be at the collection points by 
Wednesday 1st November 2017.  If you have prepared 
a Shoe Box but are unable to deliver to a collection 
point please contact Isabelle on 07786845916 and The 
Moldova Support Group will arrange collection of your 
Shoe Box.

Blythswood Shoebox Appeal

Turn to pages 4 
and 29 for more 
As Na Bailtean 
photographs

 Mark Alexander, Eilidh,  
Seumas Alasdair and Kate 
Isabella Macleod (Gress)

Alana Hope Macdonald 
with proud big sister 
Isabella (Upper Coll)

 Baby Freya and big brother 
Joshua MacVicar (Back)

 Baby Marco and big 
brother Federico Uceta 
(Back)

 As mentioned in our 
September issue - Baby 
Calum Iain and big brother 
Joshua, 53a Back
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Sgoil a’ Bhac

Emily  
Shaw

Gregor 
 Macphail

Josh Macleod 

 Eva 
Macphail

 Katie 
Anderson

 Amy 
Anderson

Angus 
Maclean

Our New Gaelic P1s!
Elise 
Macdonald 

 Faith Maclachlan

 Sophia Dunne

Kaylee  
Gillan 
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 Liam 
Maclennan

Ava  
Scaramuccia

 Sophie 
Finlayson

 
May 
Macaskill

Lilly  
Scaramuccia

Our New English P1s!

Welcome to our two new members of staff - Mrs Katy Macleod 
(left) and Mrs Sheena McKenzie (right).

New Staff!

Ammy  
Fellows

Newly elected members of 
the Pupil Counci 2017-18

 Hannah Clark

 Finlay 
Campbell
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Roving Reporters
Lots of willing volunteers have chosen to help 
record our school news each month. Rosena, 
Joel, Lucy and Ruby have contributed to this 
issue. Keep up the great effort, reporters!

Nursery News
In  Sgoil Àraich Thunga we have 
an English playroom and a Gaelic 
playroom for the youngest learners 
in our school. Both groups attended a 
circus workshop in An Lanntair where they 
enjoyed a story, sang some songs and took 
part in fun games.  

New Friends
Mia has joined GM2 and she wrote a story about her new 
school:

Tha an sgoil ùr seo a’ còrdadh rium. Tha tòrr caraidean ùr 
agam  agus tha  iad snog  agus spòrsal. Tha tidsear  agus 
buddy ùr agam cuideachd. Tha iad  laghach.

We also have a new student called Lucy Grant in Ms Flett’s 
class. Lucy has told us a little about herself:

Hello, my name is Lucy and I come from Fife. I am 10 years 
old. My granny lives in Tong and I’ve always come to visit 
during  the school  holidays. 
I’ve always enjoyed com-
ing to Tong and now I’ve 
moved to the village. I’ve 
been warmly welcomed into 
the school and I have lots of 
new friends.

Three Little Pigs
As part of their topic on ‘The 
Three Little Pigs’, Primary 
One and Two wrote poems 
by exploring different noises 
made by animals. We think 
you will enjoy this fun poem.

Shhh

Howl said the brave wolf.

Squeak said the huge rat.

Grr said the fast cheetah.

Uh uh said the sliding penguin.

Ooh ahh said the swinging gorilla.

By Taylor Macfarlane

Gaelic After-School Club
We are now able to offer a Gaelic after-school club each 
Tuesday for Primary One and Two pupils. The club is 
run by Mairi Graham who works for CnaG. The children 
enjoy a snack, play games, participate in arts and crafts 

Tong School

activities and get help with homework. Thank 
you, Mairi.

Pàrant 's Pàiste
Our Pàrant 's Pàiste group started again on 12th September 
in the Sgoil Àraich (Gaelic playroom). The group will be held 
on Tuesday afternoons from 1:30-3pm.  Why don’t you come 
along and enjoy a cup of tea as your little ones play, sing 
songs and learn a little Gaelic!

Diary Dates
Pupils and staff greatly appreci-
ate the support given by our 
strong Parent Council. All par-
ents are welcome to attend 
each meeting. The planned 
dates for this year’s meetings 
are as follows:

• 14th November

• 6th February

• 24th April

Please come along to find out 
more about our school and 
share your ideas. 

◄ Welcome to Lucy and Mia

▼ The Nursery Children 
spinning plates inside the circus 

tent

▼▼ More fun in the circus tent
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An important part 
of school life is the 
close partnership 
between P6/7 and 
their buddies in P1/2 

and the Nursery. The 
buddies look out for 

their friends at playtimes 
and share learning together 

at ICT time. Some older bud-
dies have reflected on this work:

I enjoy being a buddy to my friend in Primary 
One because they need help with their playtime 

snack and learning how to use a laptop. I feel 
proud and happy to be a buddy.

The buddying scheme is successful because 
we teach them how to use Education City and 
log on to a laptop.        

By Rosena, P7

I look out for my buddy by watching out for 
her in the playground and helping with her 
snack and jacket. I feel happy when she tells 

me good news.

The buddying scheme is successful because it helps the 
younger children learn more English and Maths through ICT 
and it also helps P6/7 with leadership skills.

By Joel, P7

I enjoy being a buddy to Kayla in Primary One because I can 
help her. We sing together and have fun.

The buddying scheme is successful because it helps P1/2 
with their education and P6/7 with their leadership 
and communication skills.

By Ruby, P6

Buddies!

Buddies 
Captions
Top left:

Kai and Campbell look 
out for each other in 
the playground

Bottom left:

Chloe and Rhia have 
great fun together

Bottom middle:

Christopher and 
Calum are great 
buddies
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Player of the Month

James Macarthur presenting Chris Macleod with 
Player of the Month trophy for August

James Macarthur presenting Craig Macleod with 
Player of the Month trophy for July
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £32.40 to Laura Burns, 5 Catherine Hill, Coll, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £32.40
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Back War 
Memorial AGM

7pm on Tuesday 10th October

 Back Free Church meeting room

All welcome

Back Bowling Club
AGM

Thursday 5 October at 7.30pm
at Back Football Club

All welcome
Bowls commence Thursday 12 October

Getting over the disappointment of losing to Ness on penal-
ties in the Eilean an Fhraoich cup semi-final was hard for 
everyone connected to the club but get over they certainly 
did, with probably the best run of performances and results 
for the whole season. This coincided with the inclusion of 
MJ Maclean in the team after he arrived back from sea for a 
couple of months, The team started with a valiant 3-3 draw 
down in Point after being 3-1 down and on another night 
may well have won the game with a last minute chance 
which Lewis Macdonald failed to convert, it was then onto 
Goathill to meet a rejuvenated United team and again after 
being 2-0 down at half time the boys put in a fabulous effort 
in the second half to run out winners 3-2, it was then a 
home game against the potential league winners Carloway 
and though the game ended with a 3-2 loss again it was 
a great effort and could quite easily have ended up all 
square. Not to be too dejected it was then up to Ness for 
another great performance where the boys ran out winners 
again by 3-2 with young Lewis Macdonald bagging two of 
the goals. It was then over to Barvas to meet West Side in 
the Moldova Cup and though at times the team were under 
siege they eventually ran out winners by 2-1. This ended 
a fairly busy month for the team which was arguably the 
best run of the season. The player of the month award for 
JUulywent deservedly to Craig Macleod (see p19). It was 

back to league business the following Monday where last 
year’s league champions were the visitors, after a stuttering 
first half where the team found themselves trailing 3-2 at 
the break a rampant second half performance ended with 
the score-line 6-3 to the blues, Lewis Macdonald again to 
the fore with his first senior Hat-Trick. This left two games to 
go the Moldova Cup semi-final and a trip away to play the 
west side in the final game. The semi-final proved a huge 
disappointment as Aths left Upper Coll with a 3-1 victory 
putting an end to the dream of a first cup final for a few 
seasons. The final game at Barvas again ended in disap-
pointment with the final score 5-2 to the West Side. Losing 
the last couple of game put a slight damper on the end of 
the season after the earlier good sequence of results. All in 
all there was a marked improvement with the team finishing 
fourth in the league in contrast to last year where it was a 
second bottom finish. Looking forward now to next year and 
with the addition of two or three new players and more of 
the younger boys stepping up to senior  team there will be 
optimism that Back can once again be challenging for the 
major honours.

Chris Macleod was voted player of the month for August, 
pictured on p19.

Back FC Senior Team Update
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Independent Financial 
Advisers

Donald Martin

Succession Group Ltd, 
based within CIB,

63 Kenneth Street, Stornoway. 
HS1 2DS.

(t) 01851 701212

(e) donald.martin@succes-
siongroup.co.uk
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In the 1950s I was a far trav-
elled boy. I went on my school 
holidays to Bragar, where my 
granny lived. I would come back 
after several weeks with Bragar 
rather than Col Uarach Gaelic. 
As far as I know I was the only 
one in the class who went any-
where during our school holi-
days.

Could the contrast be greater 
in 2017? Easter trips, summer 
trips, October breaks, Christmas 
abroad. 

My father was never ‘’on holi-
day’’. The concept wasn’t part 
of his life nor that of most of his 
contemporaries. 

Our cousins used to come from mainland cities, ‘home’, 
but the question of us going anywhere never arose. My 
first trip away was when I went to Comunn na h Oigridh 
camp at the end of the first year in the Nicolson. The 
Loch Seaforth, the train, and sleeping in a large bell tent 
for 10 days  All new to me. Many others were much older 
before they left the island for the first time.

We were aware of the world ‘away’. We thought they 
must all be wealthier than we were. They didn’t have to 
do the chores which were part of our lives. 

The cow. Taking her to or from the loch or the machair. 
Cleaning out the byre. The sheep. Helping in the fank. 
Feeding them in the ‘bothag’. Working in the croft. The 
potatoes, the hay, the corn. From planting to harvesting. 
The loom. The iteachans, the beaming, gathering the 
fiuigheags. 

Romantic, when one looks back, but don’t remember that 
as being the feelings at the time. Times move on and 
the memories grow fonder the further we are away from 
them. They did teach us a way of life that is largely gone. 

We were occasionally aware of the wider world when we 
heard someone was home from the ‘seòladh’. Then we 
might hear of places our fathers had been, in the Navy, 
during the 2nd World War. We had the photo frames 
with butterfly surrounds from Rio de Janeiro. They were 
tales that bore little relationship to life on the croft in Col 
Uarach and yet they were what made so many of these 

men the fine men they were. 

Then we heard the word 
Canada for the first time, 
when my great auntie Anna 
Chalum Ghreum came home 
from Winnipeg for the first 
time since she had left home 
in the 1920s. We had never 
heard of her but there she 
was. Very ‘spaideil’ we 
thought. She wore lighter 
coloured clothing than we 
were used to, so she was 
immediately ‘spaideil’. It was 
really strange. She spoke 
English with this strange 
accent we had never heard 

before, but her Gaelic was 
the same as her sisters, my 
granny Ceit Chalum Ghreum 

or her sisters Mairi and Cairstiona Chalum Ghreum, 
whom she had left behind nearly 40 years previously. 

We now travel without thinking, directly from Scotland to 
Canada. At that time it was very often goodbye forever. 
Some prospered, some returned during Depression 
hardships, many just made new lives for themselves 
which enabled the following generations of young 
Canadians to live lives which owed much to the enter-
prise and fortitude of their island parents. 

There has been very little emigrating to Canada since 
the 1960s. The ones who left then are getting older. The 
exile societies are struggling as the younger generation 
are Canadians with island ties rather than islanders with 
Canadian ties. 

It has been pleasant recently hosting Canadian cousins 
for their first ever trip to the island. We have so much we 
take for granted. We have our history around us all the 
time. It is when with others, whose heritage it is too, but 
are seeing it for the first time, it strikes us that we lose 
our knowledge of our history and culture at our peril.

We have much to hold on to, that we mustn’t allow tem-
porary shifts in fashion to swallow. 

‘Cumaibh gu dlùth ri cliù ‘ur sinnsear’  - ‘hold tightly to the 
honour of your forefathers’ might sound old fashioned 
-  but we ignore it at our peril, if future generations are to 
know who they and their people really are.

Coinneach aig Baile
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Top Left: Anna Frank 3 Vatisker, Katie Ann Choinnich Ruaraidh 20 Vatisker and Ciorstag Choinnich Bhig 33 
Vatisker, when all were resident in Dun Eisdean Care Home.

Top Right: Katie Bell Morrison 10 Coll and Anna (Bean Cuimhnidh)

Below: Back Free Church Sunday School Outing, circa 1980
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6

Teaghlach 
Thiugs, 1970

Back row: 
Donald Morrison 
(School Road), 
Kenneth 
Morrison 
(Parkend)

Front row: 
George Morrison 
(New Street), 
Catriona Smith 
(Tolsta), Roderick 
Morrison 
(Plasterfield), 
Ivor Morrison 
(Parkend). 
Missing from the 
photo is Annie 
Macleod (Gress).

Neil Macleod 
(Spread) 

14 Coll and 
John Macleod 

(Mashie) 
Tarradale, Tong.

Commemorative 
postcard of King 
George V, 1936



26

Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office
20 Kenneth Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk



27

As mentioned in Coinneach aig Baile in the September issue of Loch a Tuath News, in past days it was the tra-
dition for parishioners to cut the peats for the minister, at the manse peatbank at Gress. This photograph was 
taken in the mid - 1950s when Rev Murdo Macaulay ministered to the congregation of Back Free Church. We are 
indebted to Neil Murray who gave us the photograph. We also thank Ishbel Macdonald (Gress), Agnes Stewart 
(Upper Coll), Catriona Stewart (Upper Coll), Sine Macleod (Coll) and Neil himself for all their help in naming all 
those in the photograph. 

Back row L to R:
Peigi a’ Phlangaich; Seonag a’ Choilean; Catriona a’ Ghras; Seonag a’ Bhrann; Mac Wallace (Simon); Tootan;   
Dòmhnall a’ Charagain; Anna Fisear; Katie Ann Burnside; Bean an Òlaich; Bean Alig Alasdair Bhig; Barabal 
Dhòmhnaill Beill (Half hidden)

Third Row L to R:
Bean Chaluim Dhool (Ina); Sine Dàrraidh; Aonghas Beag Aonghais na Banntraich; Nominie; Iain Donaidh; Anna 
Bheag Iomhair; Bean Chaluim an Tuathanaich; Bean Dhòmhnaill Ghoidy; Dolina Iain Uisdean

Second Row L to R: 
Dollag Dhòmhnaill Ruaidh; Iseabail Dhòmhnaill Tholastaidh; Seonag Iain ’an Nis; Anna Sheoraisgean; Cairistiona 
Phiain; Bean Ghlen Phiain; Ciorstaidh Bell a’ Bhall; Bean Giant; Iseabail Aonghais Bhaird; Mary Jean Lidy  

Front Row L to R:
Peigi Aonghais Sheòic; Mairi Aonghais Sheoic; Anna Iain ’an Nis; Catriona Mhurchaidh Alain; Marjorie; Bean 
Upsan; Barabal a’ Chogaidh; Jessie Dhòmhnaill Sight; Seonag Aonghais Thearlaich; Mairi Dhòmhnaill 'an 'ic 
Raoghnaill; Hannah (Reay Cottage)

At the Minister’s Peats
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▲ Hamish John Hill (Gress)

A,.s naBailteanPictures,.

 Lisa Margaret 
MacPherson 
graduated from 
UHI with a BA in 
Child (Tong)

 Murdo 
and Kareen 
Macsween 
on their 
wedding day 
25 years ago 
(Upper Coll)

Jean Stewart awaits her guests at her 
 90th Birthday Celebration (Upper Coll)

Innes and Barbara Graham (Coll) 

As Na Bailtean 
Photographs 

continued from p4

Adam Sturrock graduated with 
BA (Hons) in Journalism from 
Edinburgh’s  Napier University

Margaret Milne (Tong)

 Sarah Rose 
MacIver (Back)
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Accident
An unfortunate accident occurred on Friday night when Isobel 
Mackenzie, 35 Vatisker, Back, slipped and fell out of a mov-
ing bus. She was walking toward the door in preparation for 
the stopping of the bus when her foot slipped and she fell. She 
was unconscious for some time, but at the time of writing is 
slightly better. Her schoolmates and friends wish her a speedy 
recovery. 

Death of Mr John A Murray
The death of Mr John Angus Murray, 52 Back, has left a void 
in the community which will be very difficult to fill. John 
Angie, as he was affectionately known, was a son of the late 
Mr and Mrs Donald Murray, and was 52 years of age. He died 
in the Lewis Hospital, where he was removed, when he became 
seriously ill six weeks before. At the beginning of the last war, 
John Angie joined the Seaforth Highlanders and was sent to 
France. He was badly wounded in the head in the winter of 
1914, and after spending some time in hospital in France and 
later in Cambridge, was discharged in June 1915. 

There has seldom in the village been seen a larger funeral than 
his, but that was only one small measure of the regard in which 
he was held. Many the bodach, made happy by conversations 
with John Angie on current, local and world events, many the 
cailleach, the better for having unburdened her tale of ailings 
and troubles to such a sympathetic listener, and many the 
youngster, conscious of his gawky adolescence, and grateful 
for the gravity and seriousness with which John Angie treated 
him as an equal, will feel his passing. Rev A Macleod con-
ducted the funeral service, and the funeral took place to Gress 
cemetery. The sympathy of the entire community is extended 
to surviving members of the family - to his sister Annie with 
whom Mr Murray lived, and to his brother Murdo, who trav-
elled home from Glasgow for the funeral.

What’s Doing
At present things are moving in one grand sweep towards the 
completion of the season’s cycle of work - the cycle which 
began in March with the skinning of the peatbanks. Work on 
the potato lifting is well underway, and the pickers, with one 
eye cast in the direction of Mr Strachey and the other on the 
“streath buntata” are working away with a will. After all, if 
potatoes are rationed, they will have the last laugh, and proba-
bly the last spud too. A large proportion of the population of the 
district in fact is apt to become squint-eyed in the near future, 
what with the young and not so young blades casting a fearful 
eye towards the Chancellor of the Exchequer in anticipation of 
his Autumn budget on tobacco and the ladies with eyes trying 
to be everywhere at once, turning out drawers and cupboards 
in a search for any stray coupons of the past few years which 
will be invalid after October 31st.

Death of Mrs Angus Graham
It is with deep regret that we record the death recently at her 
home, 1 Upper Coll, of Mrs Angus Graham at the age of 68. 
A woman with a strict sense of moral values, and of a most 
upstanding nature, Mrs Graham was a great source of comfort 
to the troubled. Her clear outlook on things that matter ena-
bling her to impart consolation and help in no small measure. 
For several years she has been in failing health, but although 

her body had to succumb to infirmity, her mind triumphed 
above it, and she was every whit as interested in all that 
went on around her as when she was able to be up and about 
throughout the neighbourhood. During her illness she suffered 
uncomplainingly and patiently, in an effort to make the burden 
as light as possible for her daughter, Peggy, who nursed her 
tenderly. To her husband, her daughter and her son, Donald in 
Canada, the sympathy of the community is extended in their 
sad loss. Rev A Macleod conducted the funeral service at the 
house, and the funeral took place to Gress cemetery.

Death of Mr Alexander Macleod
Deep regret was felt by his many friends when it became 
known that Alexander Macleod, 29 Vatisker, Back had passed 
away. His death was not unexpected as he had been in failing 
health for several years.  He bore his illness with Christian for-
titude and resignation, qualities which, along with his peacable 
nature and depth of mind, endeared him to his acquaintances. 
Like so many of his generation, he followed the fishing in 
his younger days. He was 77. His wife, and son William, and 
daughter Mary Ann, survive him, and to them the sympathy of 
the community goes out in their loss. A large number attended 
the funeral, which took place to Gress cemetery.

Back Bride - Lochs Groom
The wedding took place at Back recently of Mary Jane Stewart, 
eldest daughter of Mr George Stewart, 17 Back and of the 
late Mrs Stewart, and Alexander D Macleod, fourth son of 
the late Mr and Mrs Donald Macleod, 6 Leurbost, Lochs. The 
ceremony was performed by Rev A Macleod, in Back Free 
Church, a large number of guests attending. Given in marriage 
by her father, the bride made a charming picture, dressed in 
crepe, panelled in silver, and with a heart-shaped neckline. Her 
long full veil was gathered to her hair by a coronet of white 
feathers. She carried a bouquet of lovely red roses, set in maid-
enhair fern. Her bridesmaids, were Miss Johanna Macdonald, 
13 Keose, niece of the groom, and the bride’s sister, Christina. 
Johanna chose a floral shell pink gown, with pink headdress 
of feathers and veiling, while Christina wore turquoise blue 
satin, with blue headdress of feathers and veiling. They both 
carried bouquets of pink and white carnations, and to complete 
the setting, little Angusina Stewart, the bride’s cousin, was a 
sweet trainbearer, with her long flowing hair and ankle length 
dress of turquoise blue, with headdress to match. Her posy was 
of sweet peas and mixed flowers. George, the bride’s brother, 
carried out the duties of bestman. In spite of the unfavourable 
weather, a very large crowd gathered at the bride’s home for 
the wedding festivities. The accents were many and varied, 
ranging from Lochs to North Tolsta, where the bride is a well-
kent figure, having recently worked there as district nurse, but 
the spirit of enjoyment was the same, and the dancing and mer-
rymaking were kept going until morning. A ‘banais tigh’ was 
held at the bridegrooom’s home in Leurbost on the following 
night, where again everything was on the same generous scale. 
Over a hundred telegrams, the reading of which occasioned 
much hilarity, and many useful presents were received, apt 
testimony to the popularity of the newlyweds. For going away, 
the bride wore a smart moss green suit, trimmed with brown 
and brown accessories. The good wishes of the community are 
extended to the newlyweds for their future.

Back in Time  October 1947
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Material for publication in the NOVEMBER issue of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in before MONDAY 16th OCTOBER 2017

Back: John Neil Macdonald (Vatisker); Ronnie Murray (Vatisker); Donald Macdonald (Back); Iain Graham (Vatisker); John Scott (Back)

Middle: George Stewart (Coll); Maureen Macritchie (Upper Coll); Joey Macaulay (Back); Mary Ann Graham (Gress); Anne Macphail 
(Back); William Macleod (Coll)

Front: Donna Sturrock (Back); Catherine Macleod (Coll); Angela Buchanan (Tong); Donalda Macleod (Coll); Anna Mackenzie (Tolsta)

A Back Halloween Party, circa 1976

Back: Dolina Macdonald, Jayne 
Murray (nighean Bloxy agus Joan), 
Joan Murray, Moira Macdonald 
(nighean Lobo agus Dolina), Joan 
Macdonald

Middle: Donnie Macdonald (mac Lobo 
agus Dolina), Kareen Macdonald 
(nighean Lobo agus Dolina)

Front: Karina Macarthur (nighean 
Bommie agus Chirsty Ann), Mandy 
Murray (nighean Bloxy agus Joan), 
Murdo Macleod? (mac Gobs agus 
Doileag), Catherine M Morrison 
(nighean Sheòrais Thiugs agus 
Dolda), Kevin Murray (mac Bloxy agus 
Joan), Shona Maclennan (nighean 
Dhòmhnaill a’ Ghrass agus Bellann), 
Iain Macdonald (mac Alex John agus 
Seonag Iain Doo)


