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This month you can find:

• Tong during WW2
• Gress Fishing Season 

Update
• Old photos

Plus: Coinneach aig Baile, 
As na Bailtean, Community 

Council and much more!

Mod Success for Talia!
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Welcome to your 
November issue of 
Loch a Tuath News! 

Autumn has arrived 
- possibly my favour-
ite time of year!  As 
I write this, storm 
Ophelia has just 
caused havoc, but 

thankfully we got off very lightly despite 
a couple of very miserable days.  As 
I walked through the Castle Grounds 
today though, these days were a distant 
memory as we enjoyed a beautiful crisp 
day, with blue skies and falling leaves – 
perfect for kicking and throwing according 
to some little members of my family!

On our cover this month you can see 
the delighted Talia Graham of Upper 

Coll, with her silverware from this year’s 
National Mod!  Well done Talia! You can 
read more about Talia’s success in the 
Upper Coll section of As na Bailtean. 
This month we also have all your usual 

favourites as well as some 
very interesting new 
articles! Alasdair 
Murray gives us a 
summary of the fish-
ing season at Gress, 
and Iain Murray has 
researched  Tong dur-
ing World War 2, which 
I’m sure you’ll agree is 
an extremely valuable 
and priceless piece.

Thank you all once 
again for your positive feedback of our 
last issue – it’s great to hear what peo-
ple’s favourite parts of the magazine 
are. Talking of favourite parts - we have 
again this month, a double page spread 
of the ever popular Old Photos - though 
this can only happen when we have 
photos to publish!!  Please keep them 
coming in! If you would like to send 
anything in for our December/January 
issue, remember it is a double issue 

next month – so we have a slightly later 
deadline date of 27 November. 

Wishing you a blessed November,

Melanie

Cover photo courtesy of Chrissie 
Graham

Failte pics from Google images

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: latneditor2@outlook.com
By post: Taigh Gone, 27 Upper Coll, HS2 0LS

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Fàilte

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 
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Back/Vatisker
Bereavements 
Murdina Nicholson
News of the passing of Murdina Nicholson 
evoked nostalgic thoughts of times past 
among the older generation of residents 
in the district. Born in 1934 she was the 
only girl in the family of four of Donald 
and Christina Macleod (An Gille agus 
Cairstiona Chaluim Ghreum), 55 Back. 
On leaving school she, like so many other 
local girls, worked in the mainland hotels 
in the West of Scotland where lasting ties 
of friendship were formed. Following her 
marriage to Donald Nicholson, she settled 
in Tarbet, Arrochar where she raised their 
three sons and where she managed a suc-
cessful bed and breakfast establishment. 
She was a regular visitor and supportive 
help to her elderly parents while they 
lived in the Geada Glas and she is fondly 
remembered by her friends and neigh-
bours. Murdag passed away in a nursing 
home in Helensburgh on 27 September 
aged 83 years. In their bereavement we 
offer our condolences to her sons Donald, 
Iain and Colin and their families. We 
remember also the surviving members 
of teaghlach a' Ghille: Kenny in Parkend 
and John Norman at 55 Back. Murdina's 
younger brother Calum of Upper Shader 
passed away in 2013.

Alexander Maclennan
The passing of Alasdair a' Ghrass, popu-
larly known as Rashie was another cause 
for reminiscence for the senior residents of 
Sraid a' Bhac. One of five sons in the fami-
ly of Donald and Jessie Maclennan he was 
brought up at the old family home at the 
outer end of the Poileagan before moving 
to 42 Back in 1948. As a young man grow-
ing up in Back he was a very popular and 
sociable individual and with his renowned 
"eye for the fish" he was a familiar figure 
at the banks and estuary of Gress river as 
well as at the lochs and rocks. Over the 
years he worked with various employers 
before eventually retiring from Todd's Mill 
in Stornoway where he was a pattern 
weaver. He settled in Plasterfield follow-
ing his marriage to Annette Mackay in 
1982. Sadly Annette predeceased him 
in 2004 aged just 58 years. In his latter 
years Alasdair was incapacitated through 
ill health and passed away peacefully 
in hospital on 4 October aged 89 years. 
We extend our sincere sympathy to his 
daughter Isabel, his sister Catherine in 
Dun Eisdean and to his niece and nephew 
in their sad loss. 

Fiona Mackinnon
After an illness borne with fortitude and 
patience, Fiona Mackinnon passed away 
at her home in Inverkip on 9 October 
aged 70 years. The elder daughter of the 

late Colin and Murdina Gray, she was 
brought up at 21 Broadbay View with 
her sister Janet. On leaving school she 
trained as a primary teacher at Northern 
College, Aberdeen and graduated in 1968 
whereupon she worked for a short time at 
Laxdale School. Following her marriage 
to Farquhar Mackinnon of Habost, Lochs 
she moved to Wemyss Bay where she 
resumed her teaching career and where 
she raised their two daughters Gillian and 
Jennifer. Of a pleasant, warm and cheerful 
disposition Fiona was very popular among 
her wide circle of friends and her prema-
ture passing evoked a communal sense 
of sympathy in the community where she 
spent her formative years. Following the 
funeral service in Back Church interment 
took place in Bosta cemetery in Bernera. 
To her aforementioned loved ones and to 
her grandchildren we convey our condo-
lences in their bereavement.

Condolences
Family and friends were sorry to hear of the 
passing of Bernard Lawson on 4 October 
aged 89 years. He was the husband 
of Dolina Stewart (Dolina Sheoidhean), 
formerly of 17 Back. They met almost 
sixty years ago when they both worked 
in Rhodesia, now known as Zimbabwe. 
Their family home was in Marlborough, 
Wiltshire. To Dolina, their son Stewart and 
daughter Linda Jane and the grandchil-
dren we extend our condolences in their 
time of sorrow.

Many poignant tributes have been paid 
elsewhere to the late Norman Maclean 
who passed away in Uist on 31 August 
aged 80 years. A former teacher, poet, 
writer, piper and singer he will however be 
best remembered for the joy he brought 
to television audiences over many years 
through his gift for comedy. Norman was 
the husband of Peggy Martin, formerly of 
10 New Street, Back (Peigi a' Nullaig) to 
whom we send our condolences in her 
bereavement.

Wedding Anniversaries
Dr Duncan and Betty Murray of Hinton, 
Alberta recently marked their Diamond 
Wedding anniversary. They were mar-
ried in Aberdeen University Chapel on 28 
September 1957 and shortly afterwards 
emigrated to Canada where they raised 
their family of two daughters and one son. 
Betty is from Aberdeen while Duncan is 
the son of the late James and Marion 
Murray, 52 Vatisker (Seumas a' Ghobha 
agus Mor). Their friends in Back wish to 
extend many congratulations to them on 
this milestone occasion.

Our best wishes also go to Christine and 
John Dunnett of Inverness who recently 
celebrated their Ruby Wedding anniver-
sary. They were married in Free North 
Church, Inverness on 22 October 1977. 

Christine is the daughter of Chirsty Mary 
and the late Uilleam Bhast, 17 Back.

A Lad o' Pairts
After fifty years working in the motor 
trade Calum 'Kiwi' Macleod retired in 
September. A son of the late Jack and 
Isabella Macleod, Lighthill he first worked 
as a mechanic when he left school aged 
15. Over the years he set up several 
businesses in Stornoway: Kiwi's Garage, 
The Motorists Centre, Lewis Car Rentals 
and Macleod's Garage. In his retirement 
Calum intends to restore his collection of 
classic cars as well as spend more time 
with his grandchildren and to head to 
warmer climates for extended holidays. 
Enjoy your well-earned break Calum.

90th Birthday
Her many friends and relations in the 
district are delighted to extend congratula-
tions to Mrs Annie Campbell, 2 Vatisker 
(Anna Shandaidh) who celebrated her 
90th birthday on 18 October. Annie was 
incapacitated earlier this year as the result 
of a fall but her cheerful and positive out-
look has assisted her recovery and has 
helped her resume her daily routine. She 
was joined on her special day by her sons 
Ian and David and her daughter Isabel 
Mairi who came home from Canada for 
the occasion. We wish Annie many more 
happy returns.

Prestigious Award
In the Queen's Birthday Honours list 
released in June 2017 , Rev. Colin Macleod 
was awarded the Chief of General Staff 
Commendation. This award came in rec-
ognition of providing pastoral support 
to soldiers during four deployments to 
Afghanistan. Each of these operational 
deployments were of six months duration 
with Scottish front line units. He served 
as Padre with the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders, the Scots Guards and twice 
with the Royal Highland Fusiliers. Colin 
is the son of the late Rev Murdo Alex 
Macleod and of Anniebel Macleod who 
resides at Aros, Lighthill Road. Our best 
wishes go to Colin on receipt of this great 
honour.

Times Are a-Changin'
The Back/Vatisker column covers a large 
swathe of the district's population and 

as Na 
BailteaN
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Bailtean

 Finlay Montgomery, (6 Back), took part in the 
recitation 5-6 learners’ competition on the 16th 
October. Out of 36 entrants, he came third equal, and 
as you can see, he was delighted with the outcome!

Pictures,.A,.s na

Jane Macleod, 42b Coll (Sine Daraidh) with her 90th birthday cake 

 Ailsa Grace (Upper Coll)

Catriona Stewart on her 90th birthday (Upper Coll) 

Turn to page 29 for 
more As Na Bailtean 

photographs

 Four 
Generations: 
Barbra 
Macdonald, 
Babs 
Campbell, 
Fiona 
Macleod 
and Baby 
Katie Bell 
Macleod.

Barbra's 
husband 
was the 
late George 
Macdonald, 
14 Tong, 
and Barbra's 
daughter 
Babs is 
married to 
Angus 
Campbell, 
17 Tong.

 Rev Colin Macleod (Back)
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has over the last twenty years brought a 
variety of news items to the Loch a Tuath 
News readership. After some consid-
eration the present correspondents have 
decided that, from the start of 2018, the 
interests of the two villages would be 
better served if the column was split into 
two - we often wonder how the previous 
writer managed it for so long! We will 
continue to cover news from our home 
village of Back but the magazine now 
seeks a correspondent to cover Vatisker. 
We can assure interested applicants that 
the position will not be a lonely one as we 
are more than happy to offer assistance 
or advice with articles. We would there-
fore encourage all community-minded 
individuals to give it some thought and to 
get in touch with the editor or any other 
committee member if they feel able to 
help out. A warm welcome awaits you!

Lest We Forget
The month of November is synonomous 
with remembering the fallen of both world 
wars. Many of us can remember the 
district's veterans who fought in WW1 
but the depleted number of local indi-
viduals who answered the call in WW2 
reminds us of just how short a time span 
there was between the two conflicts. The 
Roll of Honour of men and women for 
WW2 which was compiled by the Back 
Historical Society in the 1980s contains 
almost five hundred names, of whom 
only about a dozen are still living. Each 
Remembrance Sunday since 2001 resi-
dents from Tong to Gress have gathered 
at the War Memorial in Vatisker to pay 
their respects to the fallen. This year 
the Act of Remembrance takes place 
at 10.45am on Sunday 12 November 
followed by a service in Back Church at 
noon, at which a collection will be taken 
in aid of the upkeep of the War Memorial. 
We hope that people of all ages will 
continue to support this poignant and 
symbolic event as they have done over 
the last sixteen years.

The Way We Were
We would like to extend our best wish-
es to Iain Macaulay of Shawbost who 
faithfully delivered milk to our district's 
households at unsociable hours of the 
night/morning and has now entered a 
well-earned retirement. For the writer's 
home it marks the end of an era since 
Iain's business was the last of the mobile 
vans to bring provisions to our doorstep. 

Growing up in Back in the 70s and 80s 
one was very aware of the abundance of 
vans which provided an essential service 
to the elderly and indeed to younger fam-
ilies for whom the shops of Stornoway 
were not so readily accessible given 
lack of transport or their domestic cir-
cumstances. The correspondent fondly 

remembers Van a' Rubha, Willie Brown, 
Gem, Uilleam Ailig, Uilleam Hannah, 
Sardar, Van a' Chreagan, Calum Uilleim 
Chaluim and his sisters Katie Bella and 
Katie Mary, Aonghas Bhiogaim, Van a' 
Bhullar, J and E, Alex France, Willie 
Basher, Van a' Cho-op, Domhnall Red, 
Willie Poisean, Donnie Bon Accord, Mr 
Whippy, Stag, Nadaidh and even the 
Mobile Bank and Library. 

It is important to note that not only did 
those individuals provide a vital service 
they were also an essential part of the 
social fabric of the area. The vans offered 
an opportunity to meet with neighbours, 
to exchange news and to hear of events 
in other villages in the Loch a Tuath dis-
trict. It is somewhat ironic that nowadays 
we can, at the click of a button, learn of 
events in Pyongyang or Myanmar yet 
remain completely unaware of a birth, 
illness or engagement at Ceann a' Muigh 
a' Bhac! Communal gatherings such as 
fanks, peat cutting, potato planting and 
house funerals have all but disappeared 
from our local landscape but the desire 
for a cohesive sense of kinship remains 
strong. Today many islanders rely on 
periodicals like our own Loch a Tuath 
News to keep them informed - please 
do support your local paper and keep 
sending information and news articles 
their way so that the ties that bind us do 
not fragment in the ever evolving world in 
which we live. 

Thank You
The Cancer Research Local Committee 
would like to thank all house to house 
collectors for the £680.18 raised.

coll
Bereavements
Our sympathy goes to the family of Mary 
Ann Macleod (Banntrach Iain Dàraidh) 
who passed away at her home, 42a 
Coll. Mary Ann had been widowed 60 
years. After Iain passed away in his early 
30s, she was left to bring up 3 young 
children all on her own, Donald Hector, 
Iain, and Margaret. Sadly Donald Hector 
was drowned in Singapore Harbour on 
his 21st birthday while he was an Officer 
Cadet with Denholm Shipping Company. 
Unable to bring his body home, he was 
laid to rest in Singapore. Years later, her 
grandson, also Donald Hector, passed 
away while working abroad. Mary Ann 
also spent many years lovingly caring 
for her brother Dollan. To Iain, Ishbal and 
family, Margaret, Duncan and family, the 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren, 
brother Dollan, and sister in law Sine 
Dàraidh, neighbours and friends - you 
are all in our thoughts at this sad and 
difficult time.

Congratulations 
Congratulations on a very special birth-
day to Alex John Macleod, Shorehill, 
Coll, (Alex John Moley) as he recently 
celebrated his 70th Birthday! We hope 
you enjoy many more.

Bereavements
On Monday 14th of August news came 
that Mary Ann Graham, (nighean Ullag), 
formerly of 40 Coll and Keith Street, 
Stornoway, had passed away. To her 
brother Neillie and family, her niece 
Donalda Smith and family we send our 
condolences - also to cousins, friends 
and neighbours who are also in our 
thoughts at this sad time. Apologies for 
the typing error in last month’s issue.

Also, to the family of the late Catherine 
Boyd, nee Maclellan, we extend our 
sympathy. Cathie Ann an Duinn was 
no stranger to Coll when she used to 
come on holiday to No 21, to her cous-
ins Kenny and Catriona Murray, with 
the three boys Malcolm, Jim and John. 
She was predeceased by her husband 
Malcom, sister Joan, and brother Iain. 
All other family members are also in our 
thoughts at this sad and difficult time.

We were sorry to hear of the passing of 
John Macrae of Clachtoll, Assynt on 8 
October after a long illness. He is fondly 
remembered from the times he came 
on holiday with his wife Mary Ann to her 
family home at 75 Coll (Taigh a' Chlàrc). 
The couple suffered a most grievous 
loss when their only sons John Roddy 
and Ewan were both drowned in a tragic 
accident at Stoer Head in 1994. To Mary 
Ann, her daughter Carolanne and the 
grandchildren we send our sympathy in 
their bereavement.

Gress
Get Well Messages
We are pleased that Morag (Swannie) 
Macdonald is home again after a short 
stay in hospital.

We also send a get well message to 
Donald Murray (No.13), who is still in the 
Jubilee Hospital in Glasgow, we hope he 
will be home soon. Our thoughts are with 
him and the family at this time.

toNG
Village Condolences
The community was very sorry to learn 
that Don MacIver passed away recently 
following a long illness. Don was the son 
of the late Dollan and Cirsty Ann MacIver, 
formally 27 Aird Tong. We extend our 
sincere sympathy to Don’s two brothers 
Coinneach Alasdair and Neil, and their 
families at this very sad time for them.
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Back Row: Katie Sandra Matheson (Back) Donald Mackenzie (Tolsta) Kenny Maciver (Tolsta) Willie 
Macdonald (Back) Didi Welsh (Gress)
Front Row: Annie MacPhee (Coll) Anne Macdonald (Back)  Kathleen Murray (Tolsta) Joan Maclean (Coll)

Alex John (Moley) 
Macleod receiving 
the ‘Service to Sport’ 
award from the Lewis 
& Harris Sports 
Council.  Presenting 
the award is Leslie 
Graham, LHSC 
Secretary – and Alex 
John’s neighbour! 

Photo 
courtesy 

of Macolm 
Macleod 

photography
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Tong Caraidean
Tong Caraidean wish to sincerely thank 
Helen and Mary from Stitch in The Ditch 
for two donations of £164 and £72. This 
money was raised through the “second 
hand” books donation canisters within 
the tea room area of the shop. 

The Caraidean would also like to sin-
cerely thank The Loch a Tuath committee 
for their generous donation of £200.

Tong Caraidean greatly appreciate the 
generosity of both organisations towards 
the on-going work of the Caraidean, who 
meet every second Tuesday in the Tong 
Community centre. Everyone welcome to 
come along.

Cancer Research
The Stornoway Branch of Cancer 
Research UK wish to thank all the peo-
ple from Aird Tong, Milking Hill and 
Springside who donated towards the 
door to door collection in September. A 
total of £250.97 was raised. The collector 
for this area would like to add her sincere 
thanks to all those who donated so gen-
erously towards this worthy cause.

Congratulations
Lisa Margaret MacPherson graduated 
from the University of the Highlands & 
Islands with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Child & Youth Studies. Lisa is the daugh-
ter of Mairi Macfarlane and granddaugh-
ter of Norman Macfarlane, Tong. 

Apologies for missing this in last month’s 
issue.

Upper coll
Condolences
In common with fellow islanders, we were 
stunned to hear of the sudden death 
of Ronnie Jappy, Leverhulme Drive, 
Stornoway, after becoming ill while driv-
ing, on September 24 2017. Ronnie, born 
and brought up in Stornoway, had fam-
ily connections with Coll and Gearraidh 
Ghuirm. His family was Muinntir Uisdean 
na Banntraich at 41 Upper Coll.

Ronnie spent twelve years with the Royal 
Air Force Regiment, serving in Hong 
Kong, Germany and England for twelve 
years. On returning to Lewis, he worked 
on a fishery protection vessel for a short 
spell. For many years he was an island 
postman and latterly he was employed 
in Tesco. Since the inception of the 
Stornoway Cruise Ambassadors, five 
years ago, Ronnie took great pleas-
ure in his volunteer role as a cruise 
ambassador, welcoming passenger liner 
tourists arriving ashore in Stornoway. 
Passengers enjoyed his friendliness, his 
cheery smile and chat and his willing-
ness to help in all situations. Vice-chair of 
the local branch of the Royal Air Forces 

Association (RAFA) and also its standard 
bearer, Ronnie faithfully attended every 
annual Remembrance Sunday memo-
rial service as well as Battle of Britain 
parades. Ronnie’s funeral service was 
in a packed Martin’s Memorial Church, 
testimony to the respect held for Ronnie, 
and this was followed by interment in 
Gress. 

To his sorrowing sisters Joan and Betty, 
to his brother Graham and to all the wider 
family, we extend our deepest sympathy 
at this time of great sorrow. 

Wedding Bells
Congratulations to Marion Macaulay 
on her marriage to Iain Gray on 23rd 
September 2017. Marion (daughter of 
Iain and Anne, 81 Upper Coll) and Iain 
(youngest son of Dr George and Cena 
Gray) were married in Dowanvale Free 
Church by Rev Mark Macleod (Gress) 
and Rev Kenny Macleod. The recep-
tion was held in the Old Fruitmarket in 
Glasgow where family and friends came 
from all over the world to share in their 
special day. They are settled in Glasgow, 
but already planning regular trips home 
to Lewis and Uist! We wish them every 
blessing as they set out in life together. 

Golden Wedding
Many Congratulations to Calum Dan 
and Peggy Maciver, 15 Upper Coll who 
recently celebrated 50 years of marriage. 
We wish them many more healthy and 
happy years together.

90th Birthdays
As mentioned in the October Upper Coll 
News, Catriona Stewart, 34 Upper Coll, 
reached the milestone of her 90th birth-
day on 10 October 2017. The day was 
celebrated with family and friends and 
throughout the day there was a steady 
stream of well-wishers. Margaret Maciver 
had baked and decorated a beautiful 
birthday cake which was admired and 
enjoyed by all. Space for the many birth-
day cards and floral displays was at a 
premium! 

Mrs Annie Nicolson, Fisherfield, Portree, 
is another 90th birthday celebrant. Annie 
(Anna Iain ‘an Dhomhnaill, formerly of 
42 Upper Coll), celebrated her special 
birthday on 13 October, just a few days 
before the 90th birthday of her cousin 
Annie Campbell (Anna Shandy) at 2 
Vatisker. We send our congratulations 
and very best wishes to Annie in Portree, 
and of course also send our very best 
wishes also to Annie in Vatisker!

Mod Success
Talia Graham, Taigh Nis, 13b Upper 
Coll had great success at Am Mòd 
Nàiseanta Rioghall 2017 in Loch Abar. 
Talia came first in the Girls’ 11-12 years 
Learners’ Solo Singing. She won the 

Cupan Cuimhneachan Raoghnaill Mhic 
Eachainn, with her rendition of Eailean 
Uaine bho Cheò, in competition with 
sixteen other competitors. ‘S math a rinn 
thu! Many congratulations, Talia, and 
we look forward to hearing of more suc-
cesses in years to come.

The following day, Talia and her younger 
sister Cara were both members of the 
victorious Còisir Ard Sgoil MhicNeacail. 
The choir won the Geall-dùbhlain ‘Tìm an 
Obain’ (Oban Times Challenge Trophy), 
singing a prescribed and an own choice 
song in two–part harmony and also 
the Geall-dubhlain na Mnatha Uasail 
Chaimbeul Bhlàirich (The Mrs Campbell 
Blair Trophy) for unison singing. The 
choir also shared The Mrs Hobbs Cup 
for highest marks in Gaelic with Sgoil 
Lionacleit in two- part harmony. Many 
readers will have enjoyed watching all 
the performances on BBC Alba. Well 
done to all who worked so hard and took 
part in the Loch Abar Mòd.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Gemma Johanna 
Lawrie, who graduated in 3D Animation 
from Edinburgh College at the Usher Hall 
on 28th September 2017. Gemma is the 
daughter of Anna Maciver & Christopher 
Lawrie, Dun Holm, 9a Upper Coll, and 
the granddaughter of John A & Marjorie 
Maciver, 11 New Tolsta, and Neil & 
Frances Lawrie, 45 Balallan. Well done 
Gemma!

Congratulations to Sean and Joanne 
Macleod (20B Upper Bayble) on the birth 
of their second daughter Ailsa Grace 
Macleod born on the 24th of February 
2017. A sister for Anna Jane. Ailsa is a 
second grandchild for Christina Stewart 
(Coll) and a great grandchild for Iain 
and Isabella Stewart, 29 Upper Coll. 
She is also a second grandchild for 
Alice Macdonald and the late Iain Calum 
Macdonald (40a Upper Bayble).

Autumn Visitors
Many Upper Coll residents will be aware 
of our autumn visitors of whooper swans 
to Loch Chol Uaraich, and those living 
in close proximity will have heard their 
calls. With an open bedroom window at 
night, the whooping and flapping of wings 
can be heard. On 15 October 2017 more 
than forty whooper swans were counted, 
this is more than have been seen for 
many years. It is interesting to note, in A 
Hebridean Naturalist, written by the late 
Peter Cunningham, that on 3 October 
1979 almost 100 whooper swans were 
reported at Upper Coll “making the wel-
kin ring with their musical chit chat”. The 
correspondent confesses to not knowing 
what welkin meant, so for others who do 
not know, having looked up the diction-
ary, welkin is poetic or literary terminol-
ogy for the sky or upper air!
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Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams   ●   Spectacles   ●   Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                                 700808
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From the Manse
‘Do this in remembrance of me.’ (1 Corinthians 11:24, ESV)

On July 20th 1969 Buzz Aldrin followed that command and took 
communion…on the Moon. 

Back on Earth, the first weekend in October is one at which we 
celebrate the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper here in Back. As 
this sacrament is only administered bi-annually in our congre-
gation it is a important date in the diary for many. 

Over the weekend we had preaching from the retired minis-
ter of Kinloch, Rev D.A Macdonald, and the new minister in 
Kinloch, Rev Paul Murray. We also had another new minister 
in the Presbytery, Rev Mark Macleod (Harris Free Church but 
originally from Gress), with us. Not only did we welcome new 
faces to Back at our Communion weekend but we were also 
delighted to welcome back a familiar (I won’t use older!) face 
in Rev Alasdair I Macleod. Alasdair was the associate preacher 
here at Back for three years and it was tremendous having him, 
and Cathie, back in the fellowship over the weekend. 

The weekend was one of blessing from being under ter-
rific Gospel preaching but also a weekend of encouragement. 
There were seven additions to the congregation through cer-
tificate (people coming from different congregations) and one 
addition through public profession of faith in Jesus for the first 
time. 

However, we were not only encouraged by numbers but by the 
spirit of fellowship over the weekend. Matthew Henry once said 
‘when we take God for our God, we take his people for our peo-
ple.’ A Communion weekend is one where God’s people come 
together to enjoy fellowship with God but also with one another. 

Communion with God was so important to Buzz Aldrin that he 
followed God’s command to eat and drink in remembrance of 
Christ’s death on the moon! At the outset I mentioned that a 
Communion weekend is a pivotal weekend in the diary of our 
congregation. If you’ve never been before, or haven’t been for 
a long time, why don’t you use this as a pivotal point for you to 
come to Church and experience fellowship with God and His 
people? 

In the words of Aldrin’s companion it would only be one small 
step. 

We would love to 
see you with us. 

David 
Macdonald

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during November 2017 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 5 November
11am:  Rev David F Macdonald
11am:  Rev Donald A Macdonald  (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev David F Macdonald

Sunday 12 November (Remembrance Sunday)
10:45am: Rev David F Macdonald (War Memorial)
12 Noon: Rev David F Macdonald (Remembrance)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 19 November
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
11am:  Rev Kenneth M Ferguson  (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev David F Macdonald

Sunday 26 November
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
11am:  Mr Angus Macdonald   (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Tong Mission House
Sunday 5 November
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 12 November
6pm:   Mr Iain A Mackinnon

Sunday 19 November
11am: Rev David F Macdonald 

Sunday 26 November
6pm: Mr Neil Murray   (Gaelic)

November Service Times 
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As the hours mercifully ticked down on a very disappoint-
ing fishing season on Gress River this year, thoughts of 
doom and gloom were instantly dispelled as the writer 
finally landed a 6lb salmon from Linne Mhòr just three 
days before closure date of 14th October. Unfortunately 
2017 does go down as the second worst season for 
salmon since Gress Angling Association started, with 
only five salmon confirmed as landed. 
This collapse in salmon catches has 
been mirrored in most of the river sys-
tems in the Western Isles.  Although 
individual years should not be taken in 
isolation to indicate the status of wild 
salmon stocks it is still quite a worry-
ing statistic especially as the last four 
years have produced well below aver-
age catches. 

Numbers caught don’t tell the full story 
though, and while the salmon catch 
was very low, there were several days 
when quite a few fish were being 
seen on the river but either not being 
hooked or only briefly connecting with 
the fly. We actually had three different 
competent anglers rising a total of 14 
salmon at the moor pools and none 
connecting. Another day two different 
anglers hooked four salmon each and yet again 
they came off after a few seconds. These fish rising short 
to the fly is by no means a recent phenomenon, as John 
Bickerdyke in his famous book “Days in Thule with Rod, 
Gun and Camera” devotes a full chapter called “Salmo 
Irritans” detailing a day at Gress in the 1890s when 23 
salmon rose to the fly and none were landed. 

Another contributory factor for the poor season may actu-
ally be that we had too much water in the river all season. 
Now when did you ever hear an angler complain about 
too much water!!!. The river has been at a level for sea 
trout to easily run since mid July and for salmon to run 
since beginning of August. I checked back through the 
records I’ve kept, and 2006 was almost identical with the 
river at a good level almost all season. It turns out that 
2006 was our worst season with only three salmon, but 
optimistically it was followed by a bumper year in 2007. 
It could very well be that in these conditions the fish just 
continue upriver and don’t bother stopping in the usual 
pools. 

I was also going to bemoan the collapse of our sea trout 
numbers this year, but yet again this is almost a mirror 
image of what happened in 2006. While we usually have 
about 200 sea trout landed in the season we are down to 
about 100 for this year. A pretty major drop, but when you 
see what has happened at other fisheries on the island 
which have seen a total collapse of sea trout numbers 

this year we can only count ourselves fortunate. So as 
yet the jury is out on the theory, by some, of plague and 
pestilence on the high seas being the cause of the poor 
season.

The number of visitors we have had to Gress this year 
has been remarkable. All our old regulars from through-
out the UK and Europe returned for their annual fishing 
holidays but we also had an awful lot of day tickets taken 
out by first time visitors who were very complimentary of 
our pricing and also the pristine fishing on offer. There is 
no doubt that angling tourism is an increasing and impor-
tant development for the whole community.

Despite the poor season we did actually manage to get 
winners for our trophies this year. 

The Swannie trophy for first 
salmon of the season was won 
by visiting angler Neil Morrison. 
Neil, a grandson of the late 
Christina Morrison of Broadbay 
View, is an annual visitor along 
with his wife Traci, and they fish 
Gress for the full fortnight. They 
took their holiday early this year 
and came up trumps with a 3lb 
salmon and several nice sea trout 
from the estuary in June. 

The Sportsworld trophy for largest 
caught and released salmon was 
won by Alasdair Murray (Ayler) 
for his 6lb fish caught on 12th 
October.

The Craig Morrison Memorial Cup 
for largest seatrout of the season was won by John 
Macdonald (Nurag) for a 3lb seatrout from Stoney Pool. 

The Junior Champion was nip and tuck all season 
between Calum Macrae and David Anderson with little 
to choose as none could land the important good fish. 
Calum finally pulled a blinder to win by going to Loch 
Ullabhat and landed 3 nice brown trout. A reminder to all 
that fish from the lochs also count. With our Junior Open 
Day having to be cancelled this year due to adverse 
weather, the committee decided that the trophy for that 
event should go to the most promising young angler. That 
went to David Anderson for the hours he put in down at 
the river all summer, landing several finnock and losing a 
salmon on the Saltings. 

There surely can be no other river on the island with such 
a diverse range of predators to migratory fish as Gress 
has. There is the burgeoning seal population on the haul 
out reefs at the mouth of the river. Cormorants and her-
ons take their toll on the Saltings and spawning streams 
and a healthy otter population wait their turn on the moor 
pools. The seals in particular are a major concern and 
the population is now way in excess of anything that was 
previously present. They are now actually coming into 
the river after fish and one really unlucky angler hooked 
a salmon between the two bridges this season, only for 
a seal to take it off the line. In the not too distant past 

Gress Angling 
Association

Drochaid dhubh
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a tenant at Gress Lodge, Harry Holmes and his local 
gamekeeper Murdo Macdonald (Murchadh Phraoais), 
used a unique combination of lead shot and bagpipes to 
keep the numbers down. While this approach is shunned 
these days, the bagpipe element may still have a part to 
play. We had a representative from an acoustic deter-
rent company do a site visit this summer. They are going 
to attempt to develop and 
trial a submerged acoustic 
system at Gress estuary, if 
it is feasible, to deter seals 
from coming into the river. 
We have been assured it 
will not send all the dogs 
in Gress scurrying off to 
Muirneag.

Some of you may have 
noticed the new fish-
ing hut, complete with 
Hurricane Irma shutters, 
which has been erected 
by the old bridge. Over the 
years we have amassed 
a vast array of equipment 
for river maintenance and Junior Open Day for which 
we have now found a permanent home. Suggestions of 
it being a Gress Bothan or a bird watchers observation 
point for nesting terns were also considered.

Finally, on a non fishing point, it has been mentioned by 
various people regarding the deteriorating condition of the 
wooden footbridge (An Drochaid Dhubh) used as a short 

cut over the river between Back and Gress. The first bridge 
at this crossing was built in 1931 and then replaced by the 
current structure in July 1972, erected by Royal Engineer 
students from Oxford University. Angus Macdonald (Emag) 
had a photo of it almost being overwhelmed by spate 
conditions in the September 2014 issue of LATN. Since 
that photo was taken the condition has deteriorated 

considerably with the upper 
sections rotting and break-
ing off. Without some reme-
dial action fairly soon I fear 
that we may lose this iconic 
crossing for good. Gress 
Angling Association would 
certainly assist should there 
be any community effort to 
preserve this iconic crossing.

Alasdair Murray

Readers may wish to know that work is ongoing to provide a lasting tribute to those from the Back district who 
served their country in both world wars. The project will collate all the war-related articles which have appeared over 
the years including: veterans' accounts of their experiences, profiles of the fallen, poetry and a Roll of Honour for 
both wars. It is however proving difficult to establish the identity of some of the men who appear on the WW1 Roll 
of Honour. They are as follows -

47 Back - Alexander Morrison (Canadians)
Outend Back - Alex Macleod (Gordons), Donald Macleod (Gordons), Angus J. Mackenzie (Canadians), George 
Mackenzie (Canadians) - son of John Mackenzie

23 Vatisker - Alexander Macleod (Labour Corps.)
39 Vatisker - John Macleod (RNR)
47 Vatisker - G.F. Macleod (Australians), Alexander Macleod (Canadians) - son of William Macleod
Catherine Hill - Donald Murray (Gordons) and two men named Kenneth Murray who served with the Seaforths and 
RNR. (A third Kenneth Murray has been idenified as a brother of Brobsaidh).

4 Coll - Norman MacDonald (Canadians)
35 Coll - Neil Stewart (Canadians), Stewart Mackenzie (Canadians)
53 Coll - Angus Macdonald (Sergeant, Seaforths) - son of Angus Macdonald
62 Coll - Donald Maciver (RNR) - son of Malcolm Maciver
Outend Coll - Alex Thomson (Seaforths)

Some of the servicemen may be the descendants of emigrants while in other instances the writer suspects that the 
names have been assigned to the wrong addresses. Please do contact any Loch a Tuath News committee member 
if you can identify any of the aforementioned men so that a complete service record can be compiled.

gaisgich sgir' a' bhac - an appeal

August sea trout from 
Gress river

October salmon
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In the last edition of Loch a Tuath News a letter we published from Angus Finlayson, Lower Hutt, New 
Zealand referred to the contribution made by the village of Tong during WW2. We are grateful to Angus 
for his input to the following article which, during this month of Remembrance, serves as a reminder of 
the cost of defending our freedom in the face of overwhelming adversity. We also thank Rev Angus Alex 
MacDonald, 6 Tong Park and Mrs Maggie Jane Macleod, 37 Aird Tong for additional information provided 
and acknowledge the work of the Tong Historical Society who compiled the excellent publication 'Tong - The 
Story of a Lewis Village' in 1984.

As in WW1 the call to arms in 1939 found Tong men again ready to answer the call. Many were Naval 
reservists and they were among the very first to be called to duty.

By June 1940 no fewer than forty two were on active service - thirty with the Navy, eight with the Army 
and four with the Merchant Navy. This represents 12% of the total population of the area. Whilst in WW1 
the women served in the munitions and other war work, WW2 found women in most of the other armed 
services.

By the end of WW2 in 1945, the number of men and women in various services had doubled and the fol-
lowing statistics show where they served:

A total of eighty six men and women from the small communities of Tong and Aird Tong gave service dur-
ing those years. Though casualties were relatively few, six Tong men paid the supreme sacrifice including 
two from our own family.

The Finlayson family had five sons in WW2 in the Navy at various stages during the conflict - Donald, Ivor, 
Alex, John and Angus.

Alex survived the war while in the Merchant Navy but decided to go back to sea in December 1947. His 
first ship was M.V. Samkey which sailed from London docks in early January 1948 bound for Cuba. The 
ship disappeared with no trace eight days later with the loss of all forty three crew members.

The following Tong men were the ones who lost their lives in WW2:

Roderick Maclennan, 1 Tong

Ruaraidh a' Chiomanaich was the only son of Alex and Jessie Maclennan and was the first fatality from 
Tong in WW2. On the outbreak of war he was called up as a Royal Naval Reservist and, for some months 
was an instructor at a naval barracks in England. He was later transferred to the cruiser HMS Curacoa, on 
which he served as a petty officer. In April 1940 his ship was part of an expeditionary force sent to assist 
Norway in its efforts to resist the Nazi invasion. Roderick lost his life during a bombing raid on 24 April 1940. 
His name is commemorated on Chatham Naval Memorial in Kent. 

Footnote - The Curacoa sustained major damage during the prolonged attack but managed to make it back 
to the UK for repairs. However, in October 1942, during escort duty, she was sliced in two by the famous 
ocean liner RMS Queen Mary in a disastrous accident, and sank with the loss of over three hundred men.

Navy   37

R.A.F.   1

WAAFS  3

Red Cross  1

Merchant Navy 15

Ambulance Corps 1

Army Nursing 1

Army   20

ATS   2

NAAFI  5

Tong During World War 2
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John Angus Maclennan, 1 Tong Park

John Angie a' Chonsaidh was the son of Donald and Mary Maclennan and was a first cousin of the afore-
mentioned Roderick Maclennan. He served with the RNR, latterly aboard HMS Drake. He contracted a 
serious illness in the latter months of the war and died on 27 August 1946 aged 26. His grave in Gress is 
marked by a Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstone. His brother John also served with the 
RNR. His sister Katie Mary, who lived in the old family home until old age passed away in 1997. John Angie 
is one of two men who died after WW2 ended and who are commemorated on the Back War Memorial - 
Murdo Stewart, 29 Gress, who was seriously wounded at El-Alamein, died in 1948. 

Murdo MacDonald, 1 Aird Tong

Murdo, known as Murdie, served with the Merchant Navy and was lost at sea on 20 February 1943 aged 
21 years. His ship SS Radhurst was torpedoed by a U-boat off Newfoundland with the loss of all forty two 
crew. He is commemorated on the Tower Hill Memorial in London. He was the son of Murdo (Murchadh 
Aonghais Ruairidh) and Marion (nee Mackenzie, 48 Coll). Marion's sisters included Bean a' Bheauly, 41 
Vatisker, Bean Dhomhnaill Tholastaidh, 4 Upper Coll and Bean Weems, 14 Aird Tong. Three of Murdie's 
brothers also served: Alexander (RNR), Donald M (RNR) and Donald Norman (Merchant Navy). His three 
brothers were known locally as Loudie, Siuchain and Lalla.  

George Mackenzie, 7 Aird Tong

George (Seoras Chaluim 'an Bhain - Seogan) was one of two sons of Malcolm 
and Catherine Mackenzie who answered the call. He served with the RNR and 
was lost overboard from the mineseweeper HMS Polruan on 2 April 1943 aged 
25 years. He is commemorated on Plymouth Naval Memorial. His brother 
Angus, who served with the RAF, later moved to Parkend. Another brother 
Alex John was tragically drowned in Tong in July 1958. George's closest rela-
tion in the village is his nephew Alex John Mackenzie, Morrison Square.

Donald Finlayson, 24 Aird Tong

Donald (Cocharan) was one of five sons of Angus 
and Jessie Finlayson who served their country. Aged 
32 years he served with the Merchant Navy and was 

lost aboard the steam merchant ship Empire Prairie which left Halifax, Nova 
Scotia bound for Cape Town but was torpedoed east of Philadelphia on 10 April 
1942 with the loss of all forty nine crew members. Many anxious weeks followed 
the sinking before the crew's fate was confirmed by the shipowners. Donald had 
been home on survivor's leave on his last visit to Tong. His name is commemo-
rated on the Tower Hill Memorial in London.

John Finlayson, 24 Aird Tong

John, who served with the RNR, was lost aboard the naval destroyer HMS 
Beverley which was sunk by a U-boat south of Greenland on 11 April 1943. 
He was aged 23 years. There were only four survivors out of a crew of 155. 
His name is commemorated on Portsmouth Naval Memorial. The other broth-
ers in Teaghlach Uc who served were Ivor (RNR), Alex (RNR) and Angus 
(RNR). John's sisters Chrissie and Jessie served with the NAAFI during the war 
years. Although the district's fatalities in WW2 were considerably less than in 
WW1 there were five households who suffered a double bereavement of which 
the Finlayson family was one. The other families were Teaghlach Phiain, 32 
Gress; Teaghlach Ailig Ruairidh, 9 Back, Teaghlach a' Bhuilgean, 53 Back and 
Teaghlach Dàraidh, 42 Coll.
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Sgoil a’ Bhac

ann an Tolstadh 
agus shad sinn iad 

dhan mhuir. Tha sinn 
fhathast a’ feitheamh ri 

fios bho spuinneadair!!

Wider Achievement - Ammy Fellows EP1

Ammy and her pals in Pony Club rode 10km and 
raised over £600 for Cancer Research UK by taking 
part in a national sponsored ride. 

Macmillan Coffee Morning

A big thank to everyone who attended or con-
tributed to the Sgoil a’ Bhac Macmillan Coffee 
Morning in any way. Thanks to the generosity 
of all involved, we raised a staggering £715.

GP1-2!

Tha Clas 1-2 air a bhith ag ionnsachadh mu dhei-
dhinn Spuinneadairean. Chuir sinn teachdairean 
ann am botail agus chaidh sinn sìos gu Tràigh Mhòr 

 Ammy 
Fellows

EP1/2 
invited the 
Coastguards 
to their class 
as part of their 
topic ‘People 
Who Help 
Us’. They all 
thought of a 
question to 
ask and learnt 
a lot more 
about what the 
Coastguards 
do and how 
they help.

Coastguard Visit
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Macmillan Coffee Morning Total

GP1-2's trip to Tràigh Mhòr

This Time 
Last Year....
 Launching the First Minister's Reading 
Challenge

 New pupil council

 Pre-School Nursery Children
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Roving Reporters
The November news has been brought to 
you by: Rosena, Naomi, Liam, Joel, Freya, 
Katie, Ruby and Gregor. Thank you to all 
who gave up their time to contribute. 

Three Little Pigs story
We were entertained by the 
Nursery children and their friends 
in Primary One and Two at a recent 
assembly. The two groups joined 
together to re-tell the famous story of 
the little pigs and the big, bad wolf. Their 
expressive voices and fun actions made it 
a great performance. Well done!

Gardening Corner
We harvested a healthy crop of potatoes this year. There 
was a range of different sizes and shapes so we weighed 
the potatoes to make sure all customers received the same 
weight in each bag. The potatoes sold for £1 per bag. We 
also sold our own grapes at £2 per box. Both the potatoes 
and the grapes sold out within a short length of time. We 
were astonished to discover that the proceeds from the 
bedding plants and strawberries sale in June, along with  
our recent Harvest sale, raised £170 for school funds. We 
would like to thank Mrs Cheesman for all her input with the 
Gardening Team and Eco Club.

Sporting News
Last month four teams entered a unihoc competition and 
one team made it through to the final and won the event. 
Congratulations to the winning team (Keith, Joel, Daniel 
James, Joanna and Edith). Well done to Freya, Leon, 
Jamie, David, Shian, Naomi, Lorne, Matthew, James, 
Katie, Ajay, Christopher, Kai, Ruby and Mairi for also play-
ing very well and representing the school.

Congratulations to our “Soccer Sixes” and “Soccer Sevens” 
teams who have qualified through to the next stage in their 
competitions. The matches will be played in November. 

We are very proud of Rosie, P5, who was awarded third 
place in a recent triathlon event. Great news!

Tong School

Macmillan Coffee Morning

On 29th September, we held our fourth Macmillan Coffee 
Morning and all the proceeds went towards funding 
Macmillan care on our island. All the classes from nursery 
up to P7 made something to sell at the coffee morning. The 
children in the English playroom made chocolate crispy 
cakes and the children in the Gaelic playroom made play-
dough. GM 1 and 2  filled small and large bags with sweets 
and  P1/2 made Mr Wolf’s chocolate bark. Jelly and fudge 
were the delicious treats made by P2,3 and 4. P5/6 offered 
marvellous marshmallow kebabs and P6/7 made scrump-
tious mars bar rice crispy cakes. We would like to say a 
huge thank you to all those who donated beautiful baking. 
There were lots of parent helpers on the day and it was 
much appreciated.  We would also like to thank all those 
supported the event and came along to join us for a hot 
drink and tasty snack. A grand total of £802 was raised and 
this money will all be used on our island. We presented the 
cheque to Mrs Maggie Martin and Mrs Angela Buchanan 
who are representatives for the charity.

Jason and the Argonauts 

On 5th October, P6/7 from Tong School went to see a thea-
tre performance of Jason and the Argonauts at Sgoil a’Bhac. 
We were joined by pupils from Sgoil a’Bhac, Tolsta School 
and Sgoil an Rubha. It was a Greek play about Jason 
travelling to find a golden fleece with the Argonauts. The 

◄ Naomi and Liam weighing 
potatoes grown in the school 

garden 
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Loch a Tuath 
Ward Public Meeting

Jointly hosted by Tong, Back and Tolsta 
Community Councils 

Agenda
Comhairle Budget Process 2018/19

with Robert Emmott, Director of Finance & Local Councillors

Monday 13 November, 2017 at 7.45pm

in the Loch a Tuath Hut

All very welcome 

Argonauts were a band of heroes. Some scenes were 
confusing, but the production was so fun and lively that 
we understood the story. We really enjoyed the ending 
because the villain was defeated and Jason won. 

Hip Hop

We were very fortunate to have a trained profes-
sional hip hop dancer visit our school. Tony took eve-
ryone from P3-7 to the hall for a hip hop session on 
Thursday, 28th September. First he did a warm up and 
then taught us a dance. All the children thought it was 
fun and enjoyable.

Reverend Calum Iain Macleod led our Harvest 
assembly on 11th October in the school hall. It was lovely to have some parents, grandparents and friends with us at assembly. We had brought in tinned and dried food which will be given to the Salvation Army and donated to those needing some extra support on the island. 
Here is Shian’s lovely Harvest poem for readers to enjoy:

Harvest Time
Harvest is a time to think,
First a seed and veg in a blink,
Painted scenes with crops still growing,
Farmers and their seeds a –sowing.

Donating food to those in need,
‘cause they might have a family to feed.
We all hope that one day,
We could sit and have a meal with no price to pay.

All the food goes to the Salvation Army,
The biscuits and jam and these bears called Barney.
For Harvest, don’t forget to do your part,
‘cause for the people in need, it touches the heart.

Primary Five and Six worked together to create a Harvest rap, which they performed with some hip hop moves. We have included the first verse:

Harvest Festival Rap
Hey! Yo! Let’s go!
Harvest is a time for sharing.
Also it’s a time for caring.
Harvest is a time to give,
So people can happily live.

Harvest Assembly



18

BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Prizes, Awards and a Coffee 
Morning

We have a couple of congratu-
lations this month. Firstly to 
James Maclennan and Scott 
Macleod who completed the 
most journeys and the long-
est journey in our youth foot-
ball teams’ cycling competition. 
James was also the overall win-
ner, clocking up the most miles 
cycled over the football sea-
son and winning a signed Ross 
county Football Shirt.

The competition was just part 
of our Back Bikes project which 
aimed to increase the number of 
people cycling in our community 
and reduce the number of jour-
neys made to the centre by car. 
The funding received from the 
Cycle Scotland cycle friendly 
and sustainable communities 
fund allowed us to also install a new bike shelter and 
purchase the equipment required for our very popular 
pre-school bike club on Thursday afternoons. 

Our second congratulations goes to Alex John 
Macleod, whose volunteer contribution to Back FC 
and Rec club was recognised at the recent Lewis and 
Harris Sports Council AGM where he was awarded 
the SALSC Services to Sport Award, see p6. AJ has 
been a dedicated volunteer at the club for more than 
35 years, whenever anything needs doing he is always 
the first to volunteer, truly deserving of this award and 
a huge thank you from everyone at the club. 

This month we have lots of classes and events tak-
ing place. You can still book in for one of our craft 
classes; Introduction to crafting costume jewelery; 
Felting- Make your own felt flowers; Gardening - win-
ter planters; Tweedcraft – Christmas sews; Printing – 
Create some festive cards and gift tags. Don’t worry if 
you can’t decide, book all 5 and get a discount.

We have a couple of “try me” keep fit sessions 10am 
on 15th and 22nd November.

If you prefer something a little less energetic, why not 
pop along to our coffee morning on Fri 10th. From 
10am-12noon, there’ll be tea, coffee, nice cakes and 
a chance to catch up with friends.

Or how about a game of 
bowls? The Back Bowls club 
is very popular with the gents 
on a Thursday night but from 
December we will be running a 
ladies only session on  Friday 
mornings 10.30am. No experi-
ence necessary and all ages 
are welcome.

Don’t forget, we are joining forc-
es with the Back Community 
Council to run a charity and 
craft fayre at the Coll Centre on 
2nd December. We would love 
to hear from any local groups/
clubs or craft producers/artists 
who are interested in taking a 
table or display space. If you 
would like to know more or wish 
to book a table contact Terri or 
visit www.backfrc.org.uk and 
click book online.

Dates for your diary:

Archery: Wednesdays, 7-9pm

Bowls: Thursdays, 7.30-9.30pm

Rainbows: Tuesdays, 6.30-7.30pm

Gym Inductions: Various Dates

Bike Club: Thursdays 12-3pm (from 14th September)

Focus Fridays: Back Free Church S1-3 & S4-6 Youth 
Club Pilot from 27th October to 8th December, 7.30-
9.30pm

Book Club: Wednesday 27th November, 7pm

Art and Craft Workshops: Printing, Felting, Gardening, 
Jewellery Making and Tweed crafts, Thursdays, 
7-9pm in November

Charity and Craft Fair: Sat 2nd December – book 
your table now!

Coffee Morning: Friday 10th November, 10am-12pm

Fitness Classes: Wed 15th November, 10-11am gen-
eral; Wed 22nd Nov 10-11am bums + tums; £2 each 

Ladies Bowls: Friday, 10:30am in December

For more information or to make a booking contact 
Terri on 820745 or visit www.backfrc.org.uk

Back Football and Recreation Club - What’s on in November?

James Maclennan Back Bikes competition winner
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £32.40 to Laura Burns, 5 Catherine Hill, Coll, 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
I enclose £32.40
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Committee Membership
We're six months into the new term of the Comhairle and 
members old and new are settling in and getting to grips 
with the job and the challenges ahead. 

To keep you up to date, In the Loch a Tuath Ward, John 
A Maciver, Calum Maclean and myself sit on a number of 
committees that gives the Ward good representation right 
across the work of the Comhairle.

John sits on the Sustainable Development, Transportation 
and Infrastructure and Audit and Scrutiny Committees. He 
was also re-elected Chairman of the Gaelic Committee 
and sits on the Joint Consultative Committees for both 
fishing and crofting.

Calum sits on the Education and Children's Services 
and Communities and Housing Committees. He is also 
a member of the Western Isles Licensing Board and the 
Crofting Joint Consultative Committee.  

I was elected Chairman of the Sustainable Development 
Committee and I also sit on the Policy and Resources 
Committee and Education and Children's Services. I rep-
resent the Ward on the Budget Board and serve on the 
Human Resources Sub-Committee.  I was also elected 
Chairman of the Crofting Joint Consultative Committee 
and I'm also on the Fisheries JCC.  

Comhairle Budget 
Although we are facing challenging financial times we 
must remain optimistic about the future and be deter-
mined to deliver services in innovative and efficient ways.  

For the 2018/19 budget departments will be asked to 
identify savings of 1%. We will not be sure of the final 
budget until the Scottish Government give local authori-
ties their settlement figure in December but it is projected 
that we will have to find savings of £6.7 million. Our task is 
made harder because we only get a one year settlement. 
If it was a two or three year settlement we could be in a 
better position to plan ahead. 

However, the savings we have to make will be reduced by 
using money the Comhairle has put aside from previous 
years to address this very scenario. The use of savings 
in previous years has cushioned us from having to make 
deeper cuts.  

So for this budget cycle with a projected deficit of £6.7m 
we have £3.4m put aside, that means the budget choices 
we will have to make will come to £2.4m. It is still a signifi-
cant figure and will make for hard choices but it would be 
even more difficult if we hadn't been prudent in previous 
years and set money aside to address this very situation.  

At the start of the new term of the Comhairle, a Budget 
Board was established that represents all the wards 
across the islands. One councillor from each ward sits on 
it along with the Leader and Vice Chairman of Policy and 
Resources. The purpose of this is to get the budget pro-
cess started earlier and have councillors more involved in 
the detail and by extension the community.  

I was appointed to the Budget Board representing the 
Loch a Tuath Ward. As part of the budget process we 
want to keep the community fully informed of how our 
budget prospects both revenue and capital are unfolding 
before the budget is set in February 2018.  

Public Meeting
With this in mind there will be a joint meeting of the 
Community Councils in the Loch a Tuath Ward to discuss 
the Budget on Monday 13 November in the Loch a Tuath 
Community Hut at 7.45pm. Robert Emmott, Director of 
Finance, will be in attendance along with your local coun-
cillors. 

This will be a public meeting and you are welcome to 
attend to hear about the budget process and give your 
views. We look forward to seeing you there. 

Councillor Donald Crichton
Loch a Tuath Ward
Donald.Crichton@cne-siar.gov.uk

Comhairle Column Councillor Donald Crichton
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Independent Financial 
Advisers

Donald Martin

Succession Group Ltd, 
based within CIB,

63 Kenneth Street, Stornoway. 
HS1 2DS.

(t) 01851 701212

(e) donald.martin@succes-
siongroup.co.uk
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In the 'Back in Time' section of Loch a Tuath News in 
September, the marriage of Mr and Mrs Jack Macleod 
was recalled. Jack and his wife Isabella (nee Morrison), 
16 Brue were married in the Free Church Seminary on 25 
August 1947. They are pictured  to the right with one of their 
bridesmaids, fifteen year old Mary Ann Macleod, 40 Coll 

(Mary Ann Ullag) who was 
the groom's niece. 

The couple were married 
for almost forty years 
and lived at 63 Lighthill, 
Vatisker where they 
raised their daughter Peigi Mairi 
and sons Calum (Kiwi) and Norman (Nomie). 

Mary Ann, who later married Willie John Graham, lived at 40 Upper Coll, 
and then on Keith Street. She passed away in August of this year. 

The second photograph, taken in the early 1950s, shows Isabella with her 
mother-in-law Mary Macleod (Bean Thormoid Dhòmhnaill). Mary was born 
at 40 Back, and was a sister of William Munro, 14 Gress (Tuileaban) and 
of Marion Thomson, 56 Coll (grandmother of Donnie Giant).

Mr & Mrs Jack Macleod

Taken from the Stornoway Gazette in 1956, is a photograph of the travelling branch of the National Bank 
of Scotland at Tong.  Stornoway was one of the first places in Scotland to get this service, which was 
invaluable especially to those employed in the Harris Tweed industry.

Travelling Bank at Tong
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Back row: Seòras Thiugs, Coinneach Thiugs 

Front row: Anna Thiugs, Tiugs (Donald Morrison, New 
Street, Back), Janet a’ Bheliban, Catriona Thiugs

Photo taken circa mid 1940s

Calum Chaluim, Jack, unknown 

 Back row: Bellann Sgurd, Anna Thiugs

Front row: Catriona Thiugs, baby unknown, Ruairidh 
Thiugs, Seòras Thiugs. Baby is possibly Janet a’ Bheliban 
or Dol Roddy (mac Ruairidh Thiugs).

 Banntrach Iomhair an Diùc
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6

Clann-nighean 
a Hitch

Catriona Iomhair an Diùc, 
unknown, Anna Frank

Ishbel Bobshie, 31 Gress, Mardo Maclennan, 
23 Gress, Jean Ann Jake, 21 Gress and Jock 
Maclennan 24 Gress
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Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office
20 Kenneth Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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Measles

An epidemic of measles has broken out in the district and 
quite a number of the schoolchildren have caught them.

Obituary

News of the death of Miss Margaret Maciver, 28 Coll, 
Back, in the County Hospital, Stornoway, was received 
with deep regret throughout the distict. Margaret, who 
was 34 years of age, was ill for only a short time. She 
was the younger daughter of the late Norman Maciver, 
who lost his life on “HMS Newmarket” in 1917. During 
the war she nursed in Raigmore Hospital, Inverness, 
until her health broke down.  Of a kind and friendly 
nature, she was loved and respected by all who knew her, 
and her death came as a shock to her many friends. Deep 
sympathy is extended to her aunt, who brought her up, 

and who is now alone at 28 Coll, and to her sister and 
other relatives. The funeral took place to Gress cemetery.

A Friend’s Tribute
Death has recently deprived us of a real friend in the 
person of John Angus Murray, 52 Back.  Endowed with 
an outstanding character and a soldier of high merit, we 
owe him much, who to his latest day carried the marks of 
battle, sustained in the 1914-18 war. Those who nightly 
frequented his home listened to conversation free from 
blemishes that defile so much in this age. Sympathetic, 
generous, friend of the poor, many will miss his cordial 
greeting and helpful actions. The blow has fallen most 
grievously on his only sister Annie, and to her, and to her 
brother Murdo, who resides in Glasgow, we extend our 
sympathy. But the power of man is bounded, and little is 
the most we can do to lighten their burden.

Back in Time  November 1947

Remembrance 
Sunday

12th November 2017
Memorial Ceremony

at 10.30am
Back War Memorial

After the wreath laying tea/coffee will be 
served in Back Church Hall

On 2 September 2017 Loch a Tuath Community Hut 
organised a community clean up with all donations going 
towards a new kitchen in the Hut.

Thank you to everyone who gave up their morning to 
help out.

Community Clean-Up

LATCH Committee
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▲ Calum Dan and Peggy 
Maciver on their wedding day 

50 years ago(Upper Coll)

BailteanPictures,.

▲ 3 Marion and Iain Gray 
(Upper Coll)

A,.s na

As Na Bailtean 
Photographs 

continued from p4

Talia and Cara Graham, Coisir Ard 
Sgoil MhicNeacail, with the Oban Times 
Challenge Trophy for choral singing in 
 two part harmony (Upper Coll)

Gemma Johanna  
Lawrie (Upper Coll)

Lisa Margaret 
MacPherson 

(Tong) 
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Many from the Loch a 
Tuath area did well again 
this year at the Royal 
National Mod in Fort 
William. They are a credit 
to themselves and our dis-
trict. Special mention has 
to be made of Coisir Sgìre 
a’Bhac who won the pres-
tigious Lorne Shield once 
again. No mean feat. Well 
done.

The Mod Performances 
brought the best of Gaelic 
music into our homes. 
Great that it gets so high 
a profile for one week in 
the year. 

Seeing at first hand, as I 
did, the efforts made and prizes won leave one to 
ponder the change in my own lifetime. One feels 
pride for the efforts at the Mod but sad what we see 
with our own eyes in our community. Our language 
and culture, in spite of all the efforts, rapidly declin-
ing.

Great that the rest of the country is made aware we 
have a language and culture different from the ever 
pervading and dominant Engish language one. 

Sad that we ourselves don’t appreciate, as many 
in the cities have in recent times, that we still have 
something of value, worth preserving. As they clam-
our for more we seem determined to bid it goodbye. 

Changed days. The language of the croft, the peats, 
the football matches, the church, the homes was 
Gaelic. 

We have voluntarily passed our verdict. We say 
goodbye to much that made us what we are. 

But when I look at what I have written and I see 
gloom and doom and a longing for days gone by.   I 
have to stop and remind myself that we are where 
we are because we felt we needed to imitate the 
ways of the big city. If that is still the case and we 
see the great demand for Gaelic in schools in places 
like Glasgow, Edinburgh and Inverness and a great 
expansion of the Fèis movement throughout the 

country, we might look for-
ward to us realising that 
maybe we shouldn’t throw 
away what they place 
such huge value on. 

When I do think back I can 
imagine what the bodaich 
and cailleachan would 
have to say.  ‘’Amadain, 
carson a tha thu a’dol a 
sin?’’ ‘’Fool, why are you 
going there?’’

They had their language. 
They spoke it. They had 
family worship in it. They 
spoke it on their way to 
and from school. English 
inside. Gaelic outside. 
They played, fought, and 

sang in it. It was their way of life. 

They would never have gone on a stage. They would 
sing at home, in church, at work. On a stage, never 
...and some were really good. They might admire 
the few who did venture to a Mod, but it would never 
enter their minds that they should maybe be there 
too.

We were so backward at going forward when we 
stayed at home. Great, if we went away and did really 
well, but if you were at home....oh no. As was said 
to me by a successful exile at home from America. 
“if the Lewisman goes away and does well everyone 
praises you, but if you stay at home and put your 
head above the wall they line up to shoot you down.” 
Been there, seen that. I think there is a lot in what 
he said.

And maybe that is what has been one of the reasons 
we have allowed our language and culture to decline.  

A subservience to cultures we perceived to more to 
offer us than our own.

Going to the Mod was good. Returning with pride and 
much regret is one of the results. 

I hope my pessimism is unfounded and that future 
generations will prove my fears to have been 
groundless.

Coinneach aig Baile
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Material for publication in the DECEMBER/JANUARY issue of 
Loch a Tuath News must be in before MONDAY 27th NOVEMBER 2017

Còisir Sgir a’Bhac were nine points ahead winning the coveted Lorn Shield for the thirteenth time at the Royal National Mòd 
in Lochaber. They came a close second in the puirt-a-beul and brought home a host of other silverware.

Conductor Avril Allen was given the Mrs Catherine C MacDonald Silver Baton.

Còisir Sgir a’Bhac also won the Dalriada Cup for the highest marks in Gaelic as well as the Captain Angus Stewart Trophy 
for the highest marks in music. 

The choir were awarded the Hamish Graham (Strath) Trophy for highest aggregate marks in Gaelic over the qualifying round.

In addition, the choir shared the prize for highest aggregate music marks in the same competitions – having scored equal 
points with Còisir Ghàidhlig Mhealbhaich 
(Melvich Gaelic Choir).

The choir performed well in the Lorn 
Shield prescribed piece “Sine Chaluim 
Bhain” with the adjudicators comment-
ing “the song moved beautifully from 
start to finish and you maintained a 
warm choral blend”.

The choir’s own choice for the Lorn 
Shield was “Saoil an Till mi Chaoidh”, 
a particularly demanding arrangement 
put together by Avril. The adjudicators 
noted the many different rhythms and 
commended soprano Carol MacDonald 
for her top notes which floated beauti-
fully above the rich choir sound.

The choir are privileged to be men-
tored by award-winning Gaelic singer 
and Gaelic song specialist Margaret 
Stewart as our Gaelic Advisor.

Resounding Mod success for Coisir Sgir a Bhac

Còisir Sgir a' Bhac, courtesy of Graham Hood Photography

Picture courtesy of Graham Hood Photography


