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In this special festive double issue you can find:
• A History of Broadbay View       • An Interview with.....       • Old pics       • Coinneach aig Baile

Plus: As na Bailtean, Back in Time, Tong School, Sgoil a' Bhac and much more!

Season's Greetings!

 Season
's Greetings!
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Welcome to your fes-
tive edition of Loch a 
Tuath News! I hope 
you are all full of 
the Christmas Spirit! 
How can you not be 
with the beautiful tree 
now up at Gordon’s 
and also gracing our 
front cover? In Col 
Uarach we are on a 
countdown to Christmas with 
the help of chocolate advent 
calendars. Who knew children 
could be so obedient and effi-
cient at getting ready in the 
morning with the simple prom-
ise of a chocolate?! It’s genius!

We have a bumper double 
issue for you this month, with 
lots of interesting features and 
articles. Iain Murray has been 
busy compiling the history of Broadbay 
View, researching who originally stayed 
on the street, along with the very kind 
assistance of Catherine Murray, The Anvil, 
Back.  We also have an interview with the 
Mackay family who run Angus Mackay & 
Sons Ltd, which was kindly compiled by 
Jock Murray for LATN. Read on for all 
your usual favourite features, Comhairle 
Column, Team Kyle Update, Community 
Council news and much more.

It is an exciting time for Loch a Tuath 
News just now, with lots going on. Just to 
keep you in suspense, you’ll have to turn 
to Page 32 to find out more!  We have 
also submitted our entry for the 2018 

Highland Media Awards, so we will 
wait and see what 
comes from that.  

I always say that 
there is much work 
going on behind 
the scenes at LATN 
to make it hap-
pen, and one such 
task going on that 
definitely a men-
tion is the transfer 
of all our previous 
issues from CD to 
pen drives. Colin 
Tucker has very 
kindly been work-
ing away at this 
- a big thank you 
to Colin from all at 
LATN for this really 
important task he 
is carrying out for 
us.

Hope you all have a blessed festive sea-
son, stay safe and Happy New Year when 
it comes.

Melanie

December quote images from Google 
Images

Cover Pic: Gordon’s Christmas Tree 
by I Mackay Photography

How to submit an article or a photograph to the 
Loch a Tuath News 
By email: latneditor2@outlook.com
By post: Taigh Gone, 27 Upper Coll, HS2 0LS

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. If you need to have an 
article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Fàilte

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 
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Back/Vatisker
Bereavements 
Bellann Mackenzie
We regret to record the passing of one 
of the oldest residents in Back, Bellann 
Mackenzie (Bellann Lididh). Born in 1924 
she was the youngest in the family of six 
of Angus and Jane Murray, who lived at 17 
Coll and then at 28 Upper Coll. Jane died 
when Bellann was an infant and Angus 
subsequently returned with his young fam-
ily to his old home at 21 Back. Following her 
marriage to Donald Mackenzie (Dollan Iain 
Thormoid) Bellann moved to her husband's 
home at 26 Back where, not only did she 
raise her family of one son and two daugh-
ters, she also cared for her parents-in-law 
and for an elderly uncle. She is affection-
ately remembered as a gentle and gracious 
lady of a warm and friendly disposition. 
Throughout her long life she was a faithful 
adherent of Back Free Church and, at the 
age of 86, she professed her faith in the 
Saviour of whom she had heard so much 
and who she came to know for herself. 
She lived independently at home until the 
last year of her life when she moved to the 
loving care of Leverburgh Home of Rest. 
It was there that she passed away on 22 
October aged 93 years. To her son John 
Angus, daughters Jane and Agnes and to 
the extended family we offer our condo-
lences in their sad loss.

Angus Macarthur
On 5 November, following a long illness, 
Angus Macarthur (Bommie) passed away 
peacefully at his home, 50 Back aged 88 
years. A native of Carloway he came to live 
in Back following his marriage to Chirsty 
Ann Macleod in 1959. Angus was a diligent, 
industrious weaver and was the last individ-
ual in the village to operate the single width 
Hattersley loom. He was also an enthusi-
astic crofter who spared not himself in the 
various outdoor tasks associated with this 
time-consuming work. He had a particular 
interest in training sheepdogs and was a 
regular competitor at the island's Sheepdog 
Trials. His barn, situated at the crossroads 
at Outend Back, was the favoured meeting 
place for the local crofters and his home 
nearby, renowned for the warmth of its 
welcome, was a popular haven for visitors 
over the years. In 2008 Angus suffered 
a debilitating illness, depriving him of the 
energy and vibrancy for which he was once 
known. The patience and quiet stoicism 
with which he accepted his providence 
was moving and thought-provoking  for the 
many villagers who visited him in his latter 
years. In their time of sorrow our thoughts 
are with his widow Chirsty Ann, who herself 
has been incapacitated for some time, and 
also with their daughters Dolina and Karina, 
their son James and the grandchildren.   

Condolences
It was with sadness that we learned of 
the passing of Maggie Jane Macleod of 
37 Aird Tong on 9 November aged 91 
years. Maggie Jane Ailig a' Hearaich as 
she was popularly known in her home vil-
lage was the widow of Donald A Macleod 

(Dolangie Aonghais Dhomhnaill) formerly 
of 47 Vatisker. The writer had the pleasure 
of meeting Maggie Jane in her home just 
a month before she died when compiling 
the article Tong During World War 2 which 
appeared in November's issue of Loch a 
Tuath News. Not only was her retentive 
memory an invaluable aid in recording this 
essential aspect of local history but she 
was also friendly, obliging and hospitable 
- traits for which she was widely known 
throughout her long life. In their sudden 
and sore bereavement we extend our con-
dolences to her daughters Margaret Joan 
and Ishbel and to her large extended family 
of which she was a much loved member. 

On 16 November Anne Dow (nee 
Stewart) passed away in Old Kilpatrick, 
Dunbartonshire aged 92 years. She is 
fondly remembered by the older genera-
tion from the times she came to Back 
on holiday. Her father Seoras Aonghais 
Dhomhnaill Ruaidh and her mother Doileag 
Tuilidh were formerly of 53 Coll and 1 
Church Street, Vatisker respectively - their 
marital home was in Glasgow. We send our 
sympathy to her sons Colin and Peter and 
to her grandchildren.

Leith Induction 
On October 28, Elder Memorial Free Church 
in Leith was filled to capacity for the induc-
tion of Rev Colin Macleod to serve as the 
congregation's minister. This is a return to 
the pastoral ministry for Colin, after serving 
for 12 years in the Royal Army Chaplains 
Department where he attained the rank of 
Captain. He is the son of Annibel Macleod 
of Aros, Lighthill Road and of the late Rev 
Murdo Alex Macleod who was a son of the 
manse in Back - Colin's grandfather Rev 
Alexander Macleod was our minister from 
1947 - 1954. Our best wishes are extended 
to Colin, Aileen and their family as they set-
tle in Edinburgh. It is our hope and prayer 
that the congregation of Leith and their new 
pastor will labour together for the glory of 
God and for the conversion of souls.  - 

(Contributed)

Thanks
Margaret Ann, Aron and Allana Mackenzie, 
formerly Broadbay View, would like to thank 
the Back community most sincerely for 
their generous gifts - they are very much 
appreciated.  God Bless you all. (13 Gibson 
Gardens, Stornoway).

Weather Watch
Our favourite pastime of commenting on 
the weather shows no sign of abating - little 
wonder! Although the Loch a Tuath district 
rode its luck during the summer months 
and largely escaped the dire conditions 
experienced elsewhere we have not been 
so fortunate this autumn. As soon as the 
clocks went back at the end of October 
the temperature noticeably dropped and 
the rainfall intensified. The persistence of 
strong north west winds has made it feel 
a lot later in the season than it is and the 
current sodden state of our crofts is remi-
niscent of conditions at the end of winter 
rather than at the start. 

We have now entered the darkest period 
of the year with the Shortest Day imminent. 
21 December in times past was known as 
Oidhche nan Tri Suipearan - the day on 
which three meals were supposedly eaten 
during the hours of darkness. It is interest-
ing to note that the afternoon light actually 
increases just before this date while the 
mornings continue to darken right up to 
Hogmanay. Another Gaelic saying which 
the writer recalls from his Back School days 
is also relevant to this season. It aimed to 
predict the general conditons one could 
expect in the year ahead and was depend-
ant on the direction of the wind as the mid-
night bells heralded a new year

Gaoth tuath, fuachd is gailleann
Gaoth 'n iar, iasg is bainne
Gaoth deas, teas is toradh
Gaoth 'n ear, meas air chrannaibh

Given that choice I think most readers 
would wish for a light southerly breeze this 
Hogmanay!

The Gate of the Year
As we approach the closing days of 2017 
it is natural and instinctive for us to pause 
and reflect on the events of this past year. 
It has been our pleasure to share with 
readers of the Back/Vatisker column news 
of birthday celebrations, new arrivals in 
families, wedding anniversaries, university 
entrants and college graduations. The joy 
of a baby's first Christmas, the excitement 
of homecoming or the reuniting of family 
members should ensure that this year will 
be rounded off in style for those for whom 
2017 was a transformative and memorable 
year. Sadly, over the past twelve months 
this column has also recorded the pass-
ing of many well-known former residents 
of Back and Vatisker - twenty five in total, 
which is an unprecedented figure for recent 
times. "The empty chair reminds me, how 
life never gives it merely lends" is a senti-
ment with which some villagers will reso-
nate during this contemplative season. 

Over the years, as people have looked 
ahead to the dawning of another New Year 
in their lives, many have drawn inspira-
tion and hope from a poem entitled God 
Knows, written by Minnie Haskins in 1908 
and made famous by King George VI in his 
Christmas Day broadcast of 1939. Its open-
ing lines are as follows

I said to the man who stood at the Gate of 
the Year
"Give me a light that I may tread safely into 

as Na 
BailteaN
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 Maggie Jane Macleod (Tong)

BailteanA,.s na Pictures,.

Annie Campbell, 2 Vatisker (Anna 
Shandaidh) pictured at the time 

of her 90th birthday with her 
daughter Isobel Mairi (Back/

Vatisker News, November 2017) 

 Back Cairdeas Ladies on their 
recent trip

Norman Macfarlane, (Mac Iain 
Howdy), Heathercliff, Tong, with 
his new great grandson Connor 
Macinnes, who came to visit him 
from Baleshare, North Uist! 

The late Bellann Mackenzie with her daughter Agnes, granddaughter Jessica and great-granddaughter Isabella. Photo taken in May this year. (Back) 

 Laura & Kenneth Mackay (Gress)

 John and Isabella 
Stewart on their Golden 

Wedding Anniversary 
(Upper Coll)

 John and Isabella 
Stewart, on their 

wedding day, 26 October 
1967(Upper Coll)

 Angus Macarthur (Back)
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the Unknown"
And he replied, "Go out into the darkness, 
and put your hand into the hand of God.
That shall be to you better than light, and 
safer than a known way."

To all of our readers we wish you a 
blessed Christmas and a happy and pros-
perous 2018.

coll
Fifty Years Married
On 10th November John and Margaret 
Graham celebrated their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary. John (Iain Mhurchaidh a' 
Ghladston) is formerly of 78 Coll and 
Margaret is from Bayble. On the week-
end of their anniversary they travelled 
to Edinburgh where they attended the 
Gaelic service at St Columbas, the church 
in which they were married. At the close 
of the service they received a pleasant 
surprise when they were presented with 
a Bible by Rev Derek Lamont who is the 
minister at St Columbas and is the son 
of Rev Donald Lamont who conducted 
their marriage service in 1967. A week 
later friends and relations joined John 
and Margaret at their home on Seaview 
Terrace, Stornoway to help them cele-
brate their milestone occasion. We would 
like to add our own congratulations and 
to wish them many more happy years 
together.

Bereavements
Our sympathy goes to the family of the 
late Jean Stewart, who passed away in 
The Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Glasgow.  
Jean had just celebrated her 90th birth-
day at the end of August.  To her family 
Niall, Reay Cottage, Back, Catriona, Tony 
and family, 39 Coll, her sister Joan and 
Stewart, brother in law Iain Angie, 57 Coll, 
and all her nieces and nephews - you are 
all in our thoughts at this sad time.

To Carol, Calum and family, 66 Coll, on 
the passing of Carol’s mother Mary Ann, 
to Ian, Isma and family, 43 Coll, Calum 
and Lorraine, ‘Lyndon Lea’, Coll , and 
family on the death of their aunt - all are 
in our thoughts at this time.

In Hospital
It is good to hear Tommy Cunningham is 
back home after being in the Royal Jubilee 
Hospital. Tommy has gone through a 
tough time after his operation, but is now 
progressing very well.  I hope it won't be 
long until we see him out and about again.

Gress
Get Well Wishes
Best wishes are sent to Ishbel MacDonald 
(No. 31) after her surgery. We will soon 
see her out and about once again.

Our thoughts are with Donald Murray (No. 
13) who is back in the Jubilee Hospital 
and has had surgery. We remember the 

family as well as Donald and hope and 
pray that they will be home soon.

Cancer Research
Thank you for all your generosity, a total of 
£414.97 was collected in the village.

Wedding Congratulations 
Laura Maclennan, daughter of David and 
Catriona Maclennan (No.22), and Kenneth 
Mackay were married in Stornoway on 
20th October. Kenneth is from Shawbost 
and his parents are Murdo and Grace 
Mackay. We wish the happy couple many 
healthy, happy years in their life ahead.

Congratulations
Congratulations go to John Alasdair Bain 
and Calum Maclennan on getting through 
to the next stage of the Gaelic Debate 
which is to be held in Glasgow. Good luck 
boys. Well done to Calum on winning the 
Players Player of the year in the u15 Back 
football team.

Halloween
Another Halloween has passed and the 
generous people of Gress have been 
amazing once again. We raised over 
£800.00 this year! Thank you very much.

The children of the village enjoyed singing 
at everyone’s house and they enjoyed the 
sweets! There were 23 children who took 
part this year.

The money raised was put towards a 
party, presents for each child, Fireworks 
for Bonfire night and £200.00 was put 
to charity. The one chosen this year by 
Sophie Graham was YorkHill Children’s 
Hospital. 

The party was held at Donna and Donald’s 
(Puffet) house which was a lovely house 
to host the party. We had great fun 
and everyone loved their presents.......
We think! We would like to say thank you 
to the generous people in the village, to 
Donna and Puffet for all their help, and to 
Margaret MacDonald, Sophie and Anne 
Graham and Catriona Maclennan for their 
contribution.

We had a great time! 
Ellie MacDonald and James Maclennan

Back Cairdeas
This year a very small group of ladies 
crossed the Minch and stayed in the 
Caledonian Hotel in Ullapool. They 
joined with Glenton coach holidays and 
enjoyed trips to Lochinver, Gairloch and 
the Inverewe Gardens, and a day to 
Inverness for the shops. We would like 
to thank Catriona and Nan once again for 
organising the trip and also for the meet-
ings every second week in the Hut.

toNG
Village Condolences
We extend our sincere sympathy to the 
family of the late Maggie Jane Macleod, 
37 Aird Tong, who passed away suddenly 

on Thursday 9th November. Maggie Jane 
Macleod (formerly Mackinnon) of 37 Aird 
Tong, was one of 13 children born to Alex 
a Hearach and Maggie Dholaidh. There 
were 3 sets of twins in the family, and 
Maggie Jane herself was a twin to Angus, 
who predeceased her in 2007.  Her only 
remaining siblings are Katie Jane and 
Catriona who live in Wisconsin, USA. 
Maggie Jane married Dolangie Aonghais 
Dhòmhnaill from Lighthill, Back in 1960 
and had 2 daughters. Margaret Joan 
lives in Glasgow and is married to Calum 
Angus Macdonald from Barvas.  Ishbal is 
married in Dallas, Texas, to Bill Thompson 
and has 2 children, Sheena and Donald 
(Dewey).  

Just like her mother before her Maggie 
Jane had a warm welcome for anyone 
who came to visit the house. All those who 
visited testified to her welcoming nature, 
cheerfulness and sense of humour.  
Maggie Jane had an incredible memory 
right to the end and was chosen to pro-
vide information for a World War 2 article 
in last month’s LATN.

We were also sorry to hear that Iain 
Murdo MacIver, 12 Aird Tong, passed 
away recently. We extend our sincere 
sympathy to his surviving sister, Chrissie 
and her husband and their family, also 
his brother Alasdair, Sky, and his wife at 
Clachan Biorach, Tong and their extended 
family at this time.

Upper coll
Bereavements
Jean Stewart
The village was saddened to hear of the 
sudden passing of Jean Stewart, late 
of 41 Upper Coll and latterly residing in 
Blar Buidhe Care home, on 17 October 
2017 at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, 
Glasgow, after a short illness. Jean had 
celebrated her 90th birthday in August. 

Jean (Sheonaidh ‘an Alasdair) was born 
on 28 Aug 1927, third in a family of five 
sisters, Catriona, Katie Bell, Murdag and 
Seonag. Jean was born in Govan where 
their father worked at the Clyde Trust 
for twenty five years. The family then 
returned home to Lewis and made their 
home at 57 Coll. 

Jean married Ivor Stewart (Iomhair Neill 
– Bearley), 10 Back, in 1948 after Ivor 
returned from working on the whalers. 
They had two children, Catriona and Niall, 
and the family moved to Inverness before 
the children started school. Jean and 
Ivor lived there for fifty two years, Jean 
working in the library there for twenty 
two of them. They returned to live on the 
island in 2002,  but sadly their retirement 
together in Gearraidh Ghuirm  was cut 
short as Ivor died in 2004 after  suffering 
from a  debilitating  illness and also  from 
Alzheimer’s Disease. 

As was said in the tribute to Jean which 
was read at her funeral service, con-
ducted by Rev David Macdonald in Back 
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Angus Mackay & Sons Ltd is a household 
name throughout the Isle of Lewis. It is also a 
success story for the local Mackay family who 
own the business. Angus Mackay & Sons Ltd 
is a well established contractors and plant hire 
business, with their headquarters in their local 
village. We approached them to see if they 
were willing to be interviewed for an article 
for the Loch a Tuath news and thankfully they 
readily agreed.

On Monday 19th September we met three 
directors of the company at their business 
address, School Road, Coll.  Their recently 
refurbished office was an excellent venue, 
well, apart from the continual noise of diggers, 
mixers, dumpers and JCBs, just to name a 
few items of machinery in their ever increas-
ing plant. Throughout the interview we were 
under the constant watchful eyes of the proud 
founder, the original Angus Mackay whose 
photograph overlooks their office. The busi-
ness has now been trading for 45 years, with 
the third generation now working for the company.

Where did the original Mackay come from? 

The original Angus Mackay, (our father), came from 
Tolsta. He attended school in Tolsta.

What did he do after he left school?

He did his National Service where he learned to drive 
and after he was demobbed he spent the rest of his life 
amongst machinery, mostly driving diggers. He worked 
for Mitchell in Stornoway, and for several mainland con-
tractors as a digger driver namely Briggs of Dundee. 
He worked at the Hydro Schemes in the early sixties 
and from 1966 to 1972 with another well known local 
contractor ‘Peels’.  

When did he start with his own plant?

In 1972 he bought his own second hand Massey 
Ferguson, and 2 years later he bought his first brand 
new Massey. His first employee was Alex Ramsay and 
in 1978 he bought another Massey - I remember the 
number was TAS 300T.

Do you know why he chose the site you are on 
today?

In 1965 my father looked at a few sites. He wanted a 
site in Milking Hill at Tom Currie’s, but there was no 
planning permission for these sites. It was after that he 
chose our present site.

I must say Angus it was a good choice, you have 
everything you wish to hand, shop, post office and 
even a hair dresser for your curls!!!!

I don’t think I need a hairdresser Jock but you are quite 
right, it is an ideal site. 

 When did you join the business?

In 1978.  At that time I was working in Arnish and I left 
to join my father. His first deal for his digger was over 
the telephone using a public telephone box as there 
was no telephone in our house. The deal was done with 
Lawrence Kirk, Rikie Engineering, in Aberdeen and the 
second digger came from John Sharp, another main-
land company. I remember Moley who had the post 
office then, used to ask “Is Iain Biorach working today?” 
referring to the digger we bought from John Sharp. 

Can we come to your mother’s side for a moment, 
where did she come from?

My mother was born in Coll, No. 60, Taigh Ladie and 
she, like all other children in the area, attended Back 
School and I believe from there, she went to work in 
hotels on the mainland. I think that’s where Mum and 
Dad met.

I believe her family had machinery long before she 
met your Dad?

Yes my grandfather had a shop, a bus, a lorry and 

3 generations - the late Angus Mackay with sons Caldo & Angus, and 
grandsons Christopher & Angus

An Interview with Angus Mackay & Sons Ltd
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a boat. I am too young to remember any of that. My 
grandfather died in 1957, a year after my parents got 
married. 

I remember your grandfather’s lorry, it was a blue 
Bedford ex army square nose. In 1949 they were 
building the causeway to Goat Island. There were 
many local hauliers with similar ex army trucks 
taking stones from Tawse’s quarry. I used to enjoy 
a run with my uncle, Callan Steam, who was also 
employed there with his lorry, and Moley, your uncle 
from your mother’s side, was driving your grand-
father’s. You have “plant” in your genes from both 
sides.

I suppose you are right there, so does my brother Caldo 
and my own two boys who are also part of the business 
now.

When did you join the business Caldo?

I started in mid-eighties. Angus is 10 years older than 
me. I wanted to be a joiner when I left school, but I just 
joined the family business and here I am still enjoying it.

I have noticed I have never 
seen you driving any of the 
plant?

No, I have no interest in that side I 
am quite happy doing the ground 
work.

I see you have a grass cutting 
side to the business?

Yes, you will see me driving the 
lawn mower. We have a contract 
cutting the grass in the cemetery 
and we used to have a contract at 
the airport until that part closed.

What is your biggest job to 
date?

It was a job we did in Scalpay, we 
laid 200 cubes of concrete, that 
contract lasted six weeks.

I believe you have in the past 
had dealing with wind farms?

Yes we did the ground works on the Tolsta one, we also 
did ground works on at other sites as sub-contractors. 
We also did the pipe work and cabling for the new hos-
pital. That was quite a big job.

Can you tell us what plant you own?

We have 7 diggers, 3 lorries and dumpers and all types 
of plant required for any type of groundwork, we are 
more or less self sufficient as far as plant is concerned.

What would be your favourite digging machine be?

I have an open mind Jock but I would prefer a Caterpillar 
as a heavy machine, a JCB as a wheel digger and a 
Kobota as a small digger.

How many people do you employ?

We have a workforce of 9 and all our staff are sup-
plied with a company van. This is necessary as we 
have jobs all over the island and saves time. We train 
our staff and many have been with us for up to twenty 
years. They are trained for handling the machinery 
and their ticket are renewed every 5 years which is 
quite expensive.

Last but not least we come to Chrissie, who has 
kindly arranged this meeting. When did you join the 
business Chrissie?

I was working in Woolworths until it closed in 2008. My 
Dad died the same day. I started work with my broth-
ers shortly afterwards. There are 5 in the family alto-
gether. Joan lives in Back and Murdina in Point. I live 
in Newmarket. 

It is great to see what started as a one man band being 
carried on by the sons and then the grandchildren, your 
parents would have been very proud of what you have 
achieved. I look at the photo of your Dad looking down 
on us and one can see how pleased he is.

On behalf of the Loch a Tuath News, I would like 
to thank you all for this most interesting interview. 

Jock Murray

Keeping it in the family - from L-R - Angus Mackay's grandson Angus, daughter 
Chrissie,  grandson Christopher, and sons Caldo & Angus
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Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams   ●   Spectacles   ●   Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                                 700808
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From the Manse
Training for Life
Some years ago the Readers Digest published an article by The 
Police Department of Houston, Texas, called The Making of a 
Delinquent. Although the title is probably not considered to be 
politically correct today, the article nonetheless highlights some 
insightful points:

1. Begin at infancy to give the child everything he wants. In this way 
he will grow up to believe the world owes him a living.

2. When he picks up bad words, laugh at him. That will make him 
think he’s amusing.

3. Never give him any spiritual training. Wait until he’s twenty one 
and then let him decide for himself.

4. Pick up everything he leaves lying about – books, shoes, 
clothes; do everything for him so that he will be experienced in 
throwing all responsibility on to others.

5. Quarrel frequently in his presence.  In this way he will not be too 
shocked when the home is broken later.

6. Give the child all the pocket-money he wants. Never let him earn 
his own. Why should he have things as tough as you had them?

7. Satisfy his every craving for food, drink and comfort. Denial may 
lead to harmful frustration.

8. Take his side against neighbours, teachers and policemen.  
They are all prejudiced against your child.

9. When he gets into serious trouble, apologise for yourself by say-
ing, ‘I could never do anything with him.’

10. Prepare for a life of grief. You are bound to have it.

The above article may well be amusing but it’s also accurate.  Its 
points are sadly all too common across our 21st Century society.  

So, what kind of code of practice should we adopt to ensure that 
we are spared ‘a life of grief?’

The Bible is a good starting point. For example, the book of 
Proverbs provides us with excellent parental guidance culminating 
in the familiar words of chapter 22 verse 6 – ‘Train up a child in the 
way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.’

After sharing the first Christmas story, the gospel writer Luke 
focuses on some key aspects of the boy Jesus in Luke chapter 2.  
He tells us that, as a child, Jesus ‘grew and became strong’ (Luke 
2:40). Mary and Joseph played a strategic part in their parental 
nurturing of Jesus.  

Luke also points out that the Lord Jesus ‘increased in wisdom and 
in stature and in favour with God and man’ (Luke 2:52). Again, 
Luke highlights that Mary and Joseph were dedicated and devoted 
parents. Their home was an important training ground for the boy 
Jesus.

May God grant us all, over the coming year, to resolve prayerfully 
to commit ourselves to the Bible, the ultimate code of practice for 
life, both for our children and for each and every one of us.

I wish you 
all a blessed 
Christmas and 
New Year.

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during December 2017 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 3 December
11am:  Mr Alex Macritchie
11am:  Rev Donald A Macdonald  (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev Donald A Macdonald
Sunday 10 December
11am:  Rev David F Macdonald         (Baptism)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 17 December
11am:  Rev David F Macdonald
11am:  Rev Kenneth M Ferguson  (Gaelic)
6pm:  Rev David F Macdonald
Sunday 24 December
11am:  Rev David F Macdonald     (Family Service)
6pm:  Rev David F Macdonald
Sunday 31 December
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod         (Family Service)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 31 December
11am:  Rev David F Macdonald  
(New Year’s Day Thanksgiving Service)

Tong Mission House
Sunday 3 December
11am:  Rev Kenneth M Ferguson

Sunday 10 December
6pm: Mr Iain A Mackinnon  (Gaelic)

Sunday 17 December
11am: Rev Calum I Macleod        (Baptism)

Sunday 24 December
6pm: Mr Neil Murray   (Gaelic)

Please see www.backfreechurch.co.uk for the 
January 2018 preaching schedule.

December Service Times 
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During 2017 Loch a Tuath 
News has recorded the 
passing of three of the 
original inhabitants of 
Broadbay View: Chirsty 
Ann Mackay, Violet 
Macleod and Catherine 
Morrison. At times of 
bereavement we instinc-
tively reflect on the past 
lives of departed friends 
and the common bond 
which those three ladies 
shared has inspired the 
following article which 
outlines the early history of the street on which they lived.

The demand for extra housing in Back in the late 1940s can 
perhaps be attributed to the boom in weddings the district 
experienced post-WW2 as evidenced by the numerous 
reports in the 'Back in Time' section of Loch a Tuath News. 
At that time most newly-wed couples moved in with either 
the bride or groom's parents and, in many instances, the wife 
took on the responsibilty of caring for elderly family members 
as well as bringing up her own family. Post-WW1 the short-
age of housing in the district was addressed through land 
raids on the farms at Gress and Coll but thirty years later a 
solution was to be found in the offices of Ross and Cromarty 
District Council. 

In 1948 the council proposed to erect Swedish timber hous-
es on land at Back, Barvas, Balallan, Carloway and Ness. 
At the time the idea of building council houses for rent in 
rural areas was considered to be radical and experimental 
and not without some controversy. Some local crofters, for 
example, objected to the loss of crofting land and it should 
be acknowledged that the village of Vatisker, as the central 
hub of the Back district has, over the years, given over its 
grazing areas to the church, the schools (both old and new), 
the war memorial, the pier, the post office, various commer-
cial premises and in the early 1970s another larger housing 
development at Vatisker Park. 

Notwithstanding those objections ten substantial Swedish 
timber houses were built behind the old school and were 
completed in February 1950. To the frustration of the allo-
cated tenants the water supply to the houses was not con-
nected until September of that year and that was when the 
young families eventually moved in. Between those two dates 
a revolutionary change in the lives of all local people took 
place - the electricity supply came to Back for the first time! 

Such was the success of the first phase of Broadbay View 
the demand for an extension to the street was met with the 
construction of twelve brick-built houses which were com-
pleted by January 1954. A span of over sixty years in the 
street's history has seen many families come and go and it 
would be good if someone could in future record who those 
households were. The remainder of this article will however 
confine its scope to profiling the identities of the original 
families who settled in Broadbay View all those years ago.

No. 1

Kenneth and Annie 
Ferguson

Coinneach 'an Sine agus 
Anna a' Bhrann

Kenneth was formerly 
of 57 Back and Annie 
of 81 Coll. The couple 
lived at this address until 
they both passed away 
in 1977.

No. 2
Angus and Margaret Graham
Aonghas a' Bhilich agus Peigi a' Bhut
Angus was formerly of 21 Upper Coll and Peggy of 22 
Vatisker. Following Angus's death in 1973 Peggy moved to 
The Anvil, Vatisker, the home of her daughter Mrs Catherine 
Murray.

No. 3
Marion Maciver
Mor Chaluim El
Marion, who was formerly of 27 Vatisker, was the widow of 
Donald Maciver, 10 Upper Coll (Sonny Dharais). She later 
moved to the Nurses Cottage, Vatisker and then to Ford 
Terrace, Tong.

No. 4
Colin and Mary Ann Maciver
Cailean an Dragoin agus Mary Ann
Colin was formerly of 2 School Road, North Tolsta and Mary 
Ann of 15 Eoropie. They later moved to Stornoway. The loss 
of their one year old son Colin Ian in October 1952 was the 
first death to be recorded in the newly established community.

No. 5
Donald and Agnes Macleod
Am Bullar agus Agnes Ghoididh
Donald was formerly of 37 Back and Agnes of 2 Gress. They 
later built a new house on the croft at 57 Back and moved there.

No. 6
John and Margaret Mackenzie
Iain Oscar agus Maggie Nelson
John was formerly of 46 Back and Maggie of 38 Coll. The 
house remained in the family until 1995 when Maggie 
passed away.

No. 7
Murdo and Henrietta Macleod
Murchadh Dearg agus Oighrig Thormoid Eachainn
Murdo was formerly of 16 Laxay and Oighrig of 54 Back. 
They later built a new house on the croft at 28 Back and 
moved there.

Broadbay View - The Early Years

Broadbay View 1950
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No. 8
John and Kenina Graham
Lowan agus Kennag Dhomhnaill 
Tholastaidh
John was formerly of 7 New 
Street, Back and Kennag of 4 
Upper Coll. Following Kennag's 
death in 1972 her daughter and 
son-in-law Ishbel a' Lowan and 
John Angie Bhruce, who also 
resided at this address, moved to 
a newly built home in Upper Coll.

No. 9
George and Chirsty Ann Mackay
Seoras a' Cheic agus Ciorstaidh 
Ann Spagain
George was formerly of 28 Gress and Chirsty Ann of 47 
Back. In the early 1960s the couple moved to Taigh Anagoil, 
47 Back and a few years later to Taigh a' Cheic, 28 Gress.

No. 10
George and Kenina Scott
George Scott agus Kennag Shreachain
George was a native of Perth and Kennag was formerly of 43 
Coll. The house passed to their son George Iain (Sooty) who 
passed away in 2001. His widow Mary moved to Stornoway 
a few years later.

No. 11
Malcolm and Mary Ann Macmillan
Calum a' Ghlinne agus Mary Ann
Calum was formerly of 4 Glen Tolsta and Mary Ann of 
Bragar. They both passed away in the same year, 1968 and 
both were aged just 54 years.

No. 12
Murdo and Margaret Maciver
Poisean Mhurchaidh Chaluim agus Mairead
Murdo was formerly of 36 Gress and Margaret of 4 
Newvalley. They then moved to Dewsbury in Yorkshire.

No. 13
Malcolm and Annie Macleod
Calum an Adhar agus Anna Churaic
Calum was formerly of 43 Coll and Annie of 61 Coll. In the 
late 1980s they moved to Ionad Paul in Vatisker. Both Calum 
and Annie passed away in 1993.

No. 14
Donald and Christina Morrison
Domhnall Dhughaill agus Cairstiona
Donald, formerly of 46 North Tolsta and Christina, formerly 
of 6 New Tolsta passed away in 1973 and 2010 respectively. 
The house now belongs to the family of their late son Donald.

No. 15
John and Chirsty Mary Kennedy
Iain Mast agus Ciorstaidh Mary Sgluggan
John was formerly of Marvig and Chirsty Mary of 11 Vatisker. 

After a short time at Broadbay 
View the couple moved to 
Chirsty Mary's family home.

No. 16
Donald and Marion Macaskill
Dan Sheorais a' Bhideanaich 
agus Morag Ailein Phudair
Donald was formerly of Lighthill, 
Vatisker and Marion of 7 
Vatisker. The couple moved 
to Dan's family home in 1977. 
Morag, who resides in Dun 
Berisay, is the last of the original 
inhabitants of Broadbay View.

No. 17
Murdo and Isabella Macleod
Moley Ladaidh agus Iseabail Shandaidh Tuilidh
Moley was formerly of 60 Coll and Ishbel of 1 Church Street, 
Vatisker. Following Ishbel's untimely death in 1957 aged 36, 
Moley and their young family moved to Tong. 

No. 18
John and Catherine Morrison
Eona agus Catriona Iain 'an Oig
John was formerly of 10 Coll and Catriona of 50 Coll. 
Catriona's passing in September 2017 marked the closing of 
a chapter in Broadbay View's history - she was the last indi-
vidual who moved there at its inception and who remained 
on the street till her latter days.

No. 19
Katie Ann Macleod
Katie Ann 'an Tony
Katie Ann was formerly of 15 Vatisker and 30 Upper Coll. 
She was the widow of Murdo Macleod, Ness who died of a 
war-related illness in 1947. In her latter years she moved to 
Kirk Care, Matheson Road. 

No. 20
Norman and Katie Ann Macinnes
Stogaidh agus Katie Ann
Norman was formerly of 4 Gress and Katie Ann of 4 New 
Tolsta. In the late 1960s the family moved to the larger house 
at 11 Broadbay View.

No. 21
Colin and Murdina Gray
Colin was originally from Argyll and Murdina from Bernera. 
The house remained in the family until their daughter Janet 
moved to Bragar following her marriage to Donald Macphail 
in 1985.

No. 22
Donald and Violet Macleod
Samson agus Violet
Donald was formerly of Catherine Hill, Vatisker and Violet 
of Yorkshire. The house remained in the family until 2017 - 
Violet passed away in July of this year.

Broadbay View 2017
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Free Church, “her outgoing personality 
was like a breath of fresh air, she always 
thoroughly enjoyed social occasions, she 
was kind and had a great sense of fun and 
quick wit.  Any islanders visiting Inverness 
were always assured of a warm welcome 
in Jean and Ivor’s home. Life was not 
always easy with her own health problems 
and her husband Ivor’s many years of suf-
fering from illness.  Jean had a long, full 
life and never really looked or acted like a 
ninety year old.  But she was ninety, she 
was tired and quite prepared to be with 
the Lord.”

We extend our sincere sympathy to 
Catriona and Tony in Coll, to Niall in 
Back and to Jean’s beloved grandchil-
dren Tom, Ruth, Martin, Craig and Eilidh 
and their families. We remember Jean’s 
sister Seonag and brother in law Stuart 
in Helensburgh, her brother in law Iain 
Angie in Coll and also Jean’s nieces and 
nephews and their families in their time 
of sorrow. 

Condolences
We send our condolences to Alec and 
Aster Chalmers, 18 Upper Coll, on two 
recent bereavements in their family. 
Aster’s brother passed away in Aster’s 
home country of Ethiopia and Alec and 
Aster were able to visit him there before 
his passing. 

Alec’s uncle, his mother’s brother, recently 
passed away on the mainland. We send 
our sympathy to Alec and Aster on the loss 
of a brother and brother in law, and also 
in their loss of an uncle. Condolences are 
also extended to Mrs Chalmers (Senior), 
Bayhead Street, Stornoway, on the loss 
of her brother.  

Golden Wedding 
Many congratulations go to John and 
Isabella Stewart (Iain Mhicdùgaill and 
Ishbel Bhorbair), 29 Upper Coll, on 
the occasion of their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary. Ishbel and Iain were married 
on 26 October 1967.

The very special anniversary was cel-
ebrated on the day of the anniversary 
in the Cabarfeidh Hotel where a lovely, 
relaxed evening was enjoyed by all. The 
‘golden’ couple were joined by all their 
children, grandchildren and great grand-
children. Also joining in the celebrations 
were Iain’s two brothers, Donald and 
Andrew and their partners, Ishbel’s cousin 
Calum Sheumais from Back, and next 
door neighbour Seonag. We wish Iain 
and Ishbel many more happy and healthy 
days together.

Literary Success at the Royal National 
Mod
Apart from the successes in music com-
petitions at the recent Mòd Naiseanta 
Rìoghail in Fort William, for many in Sgìr 
a’Bhac, it is good to report on Literary 
success also. Christine Stone (nighean 
Moley), who now lives in Caithness, had 
great success on Latha Litreachais, when 
the prizes for Literature were competed 
for. Christine gained first place in Duais 
Bòrd Oifis Phuist na h-Alba, for a 2000 
word article which she wrote about the 
children’s Hearing System.  She also 
won First Place for the writing of a 2000 
word piece of prose, gaining the John 
Angus MacLeod Quaich. For this com-
petition Christine wrote about the War 
of the Orange , Sabaid Mhòr Inbhir-Uige  
which was a detailed recounting of civil 
unrest which took place in Wick in 1859. 
Finally, Christine was placed third in the 
Ailsa Quaich and Lewis and Harris Gold 
Medal for bàrdachd, where three pieces of 
poetry were to be written in contemporary 
or traditional style on any subject.

Christine is not only a member of the 
Melvich choir but she is also the Gaelic 
tutor for that choir and feels it is a great 
privilege to help singers reach a standard 
of Gaelic at which they can compete at the 
high level of competition. She takes great 
delight in her role as Gaelic tutor and said 
“the number without any Gaelic far out-
weighs those who can speak Gaelic, and 

those with fluent Gaelic are few - there-
fore, the choir's continual achievements 
reflect their hard work, commitment and 
dedication to our lovely language. They 
always strive for excellence and give of 
their very, very best.  I am so privileged to 
tutor them - and to tutor individuals within 
the choir who want to sing solo, duet or 
indeed attempt their conversation cards.” 
Meall ur Naidheachd, a’ Chairistiona!

(For details of Christine’s recent publica-
tions, turn to page13 - perhaps some 
good Christmas present ideas!) 

Broadbay Shelter
A sure sign of the arrival of winter gales 
is when we see ships seeking shelter in 
Loch a Tuath. Recently no fewer than 
four ships were to be seen at anchor as 
the wind and waves battered the Minch. 
Two of the ships were huge Irish trawlers, 
the Atlantic Challenge and the Western 
Endeavour. Both would have dwarfed any 
of the Stornoway fleet as they were over 
fifty metres in length and with a tonnage 
of almost 2,000.

The other two ships were modern cargo 
vessels. The Wilson Cadiz, flying the flag 
of Barbados, 100m in length overall and 
with a gross tonnage 2,999, is part of a 
large fleet of ships operating primarily 
in European waters, from Russia in the 
north to the Mediterranean and the Black 
Sea in the south east. She was seeking 
shelter en route for Iceland.

The aptly named Fri Brevik is a general 
cargo ship built in 2001 and currently sail-
ing under the flag of Cyprus. She has an 
overall length of 89m and beam of 13m. 
Her gross tonnage is 2,868 tons. When 
diverted, her course was for Varberg, on 
the west coast of Sweden.

It is good that our part of the island can pro-
vide shelter for ships, although we would 
prefer not to see them if their absence 
means good weather for ourselves.

Sixty Years Married
In last month's edition of Loch a Tuath News we 

recorded the Diamond Wedding anniversary of Dr 
Duncan and Betty Murray of Hinton, Alberta, Canada. 

Duncan is formerly of 52 Vatisker and Betty is from 
Aberdeen. Following the publication of the article, their 

daughter Fiona Murray-Galbraith contacted us with an update 
on the anniversary celebrations and sent us the accompanying 
photographs. Duncan and Betty, together with their children 
Fiona, Morag and Ewen, their spouses and their grandchildren 
celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary in Jasper National 
Park, Alberta. They spent the weekend in beautiful cabins 
nestled next to the spectacular Rocky Mountains & Athabasca 
River. The family had a wonderful three days together gathered 
around the fire, hiking, biking, touring and enjoying a fabulous 
anniversary dinner at the famous Jasper Park Lodge. We thank 
Fiona for getting in touch and we send our best wishes to the 
happy couple on this milestone occasion. 

Diamond Wedding Anniversary
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As mentioned in the Upper Coll News, Christine Stone 
had great success in the Literary competitions at 
Am Mòd Naiseanta Rioghail, Loch Abar in October. 
However, as has been mentioned on the pages of Loch 
a Tuath News previously, Christine’s literary ventures 
don’t stop at the Mod.

Christine’s most recent book....Sa Bhùth ‘s an Tac an 
Teine would make a great gift for anyone looking for 
winter reading. It's a collection of around forty 'tales' 
gathered by Christine over her growing years, both at 
the Post Office in Back with her parents when they 
were running it, and also at her family home at Number 
3 Upper Coll with all the stories relarted there. It's an 
easy read; Christine does not use difficult, complex 
Gaelic. It is written in accessible language, that used in 
normal conversation, nothing fancy or difficult. The book 
is a preservation/collection 
of oral tales (beul aithris), 
mostly amusing, which will 
bring a smile to the reader.  

Christine told us, “It's very 
special to me - all the char-
acters are there! I’ve loved 
writing from a young age, 
a love passed on to me 
from my parents, particularly 
my father who was never 
far from a pen and paper. 
In writing, I am aiming to 
preserve our beautiful lan-
guage and to also preserve 
what has been handed down 

to me - for future gen-
erations. The work I do 
in writing is motivation in 
itself - to win is a bonus, 
but it's not what drives 
me. I just love writing - I 
never tire of it.“

Christine’s first book, Nas 
Gile na Sneachd, is a 
novel for teenagers but 
which can equally be 
enjoyed by older read-
ers, was reviewed in Loch 
a Tuath News by Janet 
Gray when it was published in 2015. The story is set 
in 1905 and Eilidh is growing up in a community where 
Christianity is of huge importance. Events, good and 

bad, move her to think deeply about her life. She 
is a gentle, kind girl but 
she finds it very difficult to 
forgive the two boys who 
bullied various members 
of the community and who 
also hurt her.  

Both books are avail-
able from Comhairle nan 
Leabhraichean at http://
www.gaelicbooks.org/

Happy winter reading!

A.T.

Winter Reading

It’s time to call on all our Senior Citizens and invite them to Christmas Dinner in the Caladh Inn on Saturday 13th 
January at 1pm. In order to give the hotel an idea how many will attend please call the Pharmacy on 820333 or speak 
to Caroline next time you are in. If you haven’t been before we’d really like to see you – it’s a great chance to meet up 
and enjoy a meal and a yarn.

Comhairle nan Eilean’s Director of Finance, Mr Robert Emmett attended a meeting in 
the Community Hut on 13th November to give an overview of the Council’s 
budget. Councillor Crichton had called the meeting and as well as the three 
Community Councils in the Ward, members of the public were invited. 
Despite a poor turnout this was an interesting and informative meet-
ing. It is hoped to hold a further meeting in January once more 
information on the choices before Councillors becomes available. A 
better turnout is anticipated at this next meeting.

There will be no meeting of the Community Council in December 
and the next meeting will be in the New Year and will be our AGM.

The Community Council would like to take this opportunity to wish 
all in our area a Merry Christmas and a Happy and healthy New 
Year when it comes.

Back Community Council

Funeral Fund
Over the past few years the staff 

at Gordon's Shop have kindly agreed 
to collect the Funeral Fund payments for 

Vatisker. We thank them for having taken 
on this responsibility. This year Iain Murray, 

9 Back will be the collector for both Back and 
Vatisker - he hopes to visit the households 
during December/January. Residents also 
have the option of paying their dues (£1.50 
per head) at Third Sector Hebrides, 30 Francis 
Street, Stornoway by the end of January.
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Sgoil a’ Bhac

proved worthwhile and having won the competition 
we are now kitted out with a lovely new sports kit.

Blythswood Shoebox Appeal

We were very pleased to have Rhona Matheson 
of Blythswood come and speak about the dif-
ference the Shoebox Appeal makes to the 
lives of those who receive them each year. 
A total of 102 shoeboxes were donated 
to the school this year. The shoeboxes 
from Sgoil a’ Bhac were handed over 
to Blythswood's Shoebox Appeal col-
lection point in Stornoway. There, they 
will be checked and packed ready for 
their onward journey to some of the 
poorest regions within Eastern Europe. 
This is a phenomenal effort on the part 
of pupils, parents and staff and our hope 
is that the Sgoil a’ Bhac shoeboxes will bring 
much needed comfort and joy to those who 
need it in the coming weeks. Thank you to all 
who supported this worthwhile cause.

Cross Country
Saturday 11th November saw the opening race 
of the Lewis and Harris Cross Country Series. 
Sgoil a’ Bhac was well represented at the event 
with pupils from P3-P7 participating.

Colin Campbell Sports - School Sports Kit 
Competition
Sgoil a’ Bhac was entered into a Competition 
by Dano to try and win a new School Sports 
Kit (worth over £320). It involved liking a comment 
on Colin Campbell Sports Facebook page. We are 
thankful to all who took the time to do this as it 

 +  La na Spuinneadair 
Clas1-2

Bha Là na Spuinneadair aig 
clas 1-2. Thàinig ar pàrantan  
a-steach agus sheall sinn 
ar obair dhaibh. Bha dhà 

na thrì seanmhairean agus 
seanairean ann cuideachd. 

Chòrd e rinn gu mòr.

Cross Country

School Sports Kit Competition
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It was wonderful to bring the chil-
dren of Sgoil a Bhac and Tolsta 
Primary School together for the 
Masterclass programme. This year 
one of the areas for improvement 
within our School Improvement Plan 
has been to improve Learning and 
Teaching in the Technologies. Staff 
in both schools have been working 
on developing the experiences and 
outcomes, which were updated for 
this curricular area in November 
2016. 

The Masterclass programme afford-
ed us with the opportunity to provide our pupils with a wide menu from 
which they chose which skills they would like to develop. Following the first of our Masterclasses in Term 1 which was 
held during the last week of school, I am now in a position to be able to inform parents of the dates for Masterclass this 
term and also for Term 3. Children will on these occasions follow a different choice and programme for the days that 
they come together. 

Masterclass

Macmillan Coffee Morning

Grateful thanks go to our Pupil Council who helped 
to organise the Macmillan Coffee Morning which 
was held in Sgoil a’ Bhac School Hall on Friday 29th 
September 2017 between 10:00am and 12:00pm. A 
huge thanks must go to all mums, dads and grand-
parents who donated their time, efforts and ingredi-
ents to helping to make today a great success with 
all the donations of home baking. It was also great 
to see so many people coming in to the school to 
support the work Macmillan do. Your attendance 
and support for these events is greatly appreciated. 
A huge range of cakes were on offer and a marvel-
lous time was had by all. The final amount raised 
was a staggering total of £715.00.

October Achievers
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Pirates ahoy!
Thank you to Anna, Fiona and Amanda for plan-

ning and organising a pirate - themed lunch in canteen.  
Pupils and staff dressed up and had great fun munch-
ing food fit for pirates in canteen. 

Vikings 
Primary 5/6 have been finding out about Vikings as 
their class project. As part of this project the class 
visited Museum nan Eilean at Lews Castle where they 
enjoyed examining the Lewis chessmen. It is believed 
the chessmen were carved in Norway during the 12th 
century.  Primary 5/6 wrote imaginative stories based 
on where the chessmen came from. Here is Arran’s 

story:

A Viking Mystery
A Viking was carving carefully with walrus 

ivory. The first thing he made was small and 
looked like a lean semicircle. The next one 
was a bit bigger sitting on a thone with a 
crown. And so the Viking made many 
others and then made more of them to 
trade, but then he went on a voyage. 
He rested on an island called Lewis. 
He made somewhere to stay. The next 
day he tried to trade his treasures but 
no-one wanted to trade with him. So he 
hid them in the sand on a beach and tried 

again the next day.  But the next day he 
didn’t have time to find his carving because 

they had to continue the voyage……..

700 years later while someone was on the same beach 
where the Viking hid the chessmen a dog was digging in 
the sand. Suddenly the dog started to bark. The family 
ran quickly over, wondering what had happened. The dad 
worked at the museum so he brought them straight there.  
The treasures have been there ever since.  

It was the chessmen the Viking carved centuries before.

By Arran Culley, P5

Roving Reporters
This is such a busy time in the school year 
and Ruby, Katie, Kai, Lorne and Naomi 
have been keeping a watchful eye on 
all events!

Ziggy and Road Safety
A strange visitor appeared 
in our school hall recent-
ly. Ziggy had landed from a 
planet which has no roads and 
he was rather confused about 
using roads safely. Thankfully, his 
new friends in Primary One and Two 
and GM 1+2 were able to show him how 
to take care when crossing roads. 

Blythswood Shoebox 
Appeal
A large number of shoeboxes 
left Tong School to be deliv-
ered to poor families in Eastern 
Europe. The boxes have been 
filled with useful items and also 
little luxuries for treats. Thank you to 
those within the school and wider com-
munity who donated to this cause.  It is incred-
ible to think that a small box will mean so much to people 
we will never meet. We would like to say a big thank you 
to Mrs Kennedy for giving us an informative talk about the 
Blythewood shoebox appeal.

Welcome to Amanda
We wish to give a warm welcome to Amanda, our new 
dining room supervisor. We hope that Amanda has many 
happy days in Tong School. 

Tong School

◄ Ziggy finding out about 
Road Safety!

 Blythewood  Shoebox Appeal - 
shoeboxes ready to be shipped off

Welcome to Amanda 
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Reflecting on Remembrance 
We stood in silence for two minutes at our Remembrance 
Assembly on 10th November. We stood in silence to 
remember those who fought so bravely for our freedom. 
The assembly was taken by Reverend CI Macleod and 
included the two poems set out below:

Remembrance
Remembrance day is a time to remember 
We remember on the 11th of November 
The ones who died throughout the year 
They died in battle in the clear 

When it is Remembrance day
It is time for us to pray
For the ones who fought for me
For the ones who died in the deep blue sea

We have a one minute silence to think 
About the people who died in a blink
The ones who died
Have died with pride at their side

Ruby Macmillan, P6

Remembrance
The planes flying overhead 
The flowers flapping in the bed 
We are sworn not to yield 
But to fight to the death in Flanders Field

Thousands dead fighting for the Queen 
We remember them now as poppies are seen
They fought for you in November 
So now we need to remember 

We should not be afraid 
Because of the price the soldiers paid 
This has all happened before 
So let’s all stand together and say no more

By Naomi Graham P7

Naomi Graham and Daniel James Macdonald, both 
Primary Seven pupils, laid a poppy wreath on behalf of 
Tong School at the Remembrance service held at Back 
War Memorial on Sunday, 12th November.

An interesting visit from the 
Waste Aware Team encouraged all classes 

to think carefully about recycling. We formed small 
groups and were timed as we sorted out lots of house-
hold rubbish. Many thanks to Christine and Julie for 
helping us with our Eco learning. 

The school’s Eco Team enjoyed a visit to Creed Park 
Recycling Centre where they learned all about recy-
cling. It was amazing to see the bin lorry tipping out a 
huge amount of rubbish. If some rubbish does not fit 
through a six centimetre hole in the recycling machine it 

will throw 
the rub-
bish back 
on the ground. The rubbish is then compressed so that it fits 
through the machine next time. Thank you to everyone who took 
the time to show the group around and explain all about their 
important work. 

◄ Our Eco 
Team in their 
protective 
and reflective 
clothing before 
taking a trip 
around Creed 
Park

A very  
interesting trip 
to Creed Park

Sorting  
out  recycling 
during Waste 

Awareness 
Talks

Recycling Focus
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Comhairle Column
Elected Membership

Out of the 31 elected members presently serving on 
Comhairle nan Eilean there are 15 new members. It 
takes time for these “new faces” to become familiar 
with all the workings of the authority both at officer 
and political level. What becomes apparent is the 
sheer scale of what one would desire to do and the 
frustrations of not being able to accomplish these, 
primarily because of lack of funding. At most meetings 
the term “there is no money” is often heard. With an 
anticipated reduction of funding from central govern-
ment the future is one of challenge. It is against this 
background that local Councillors try to achieve what 
is best for their own individual ward.  

Budget Decisions

By February the Comhairle will have to decide 
on a budget. As an initial consultation exercise 
Robert Emmott, Director of Finance, along with the 
three local Councillors, met with members of Tong, 
Back and Tolsta Community Council on Monday 13 
November in the Back Community Hut to give an 
overview of the budget process. This proved to be an 
interesting meeting where Robert gave an indication 
of the future anticipated financial prospects of the 
Comhairle budget for next year both in Revenue and 
capital costs. We were informed of the choices facing 
the Comhairle particularly in both revenue and capital 
projects.

Some anticipated future projects were highlighted 
such as the new residential care home to replace 
both Dun Eisdean and Dun Berisay, a new Castlebay 
School, maintenance work to the Scalpay Bridge. 
Robert gave an indicative costing of some of these 
which amounted to a significant sum of money! 
Alongside these projects was the cost of road and 
property maintenance, demands on Health and Social 
Care with an increasing older generation set against 
a decreasing younger generation. On the one hand 
such prospects seem bleak. However, they also 
provide a challenge, demanding as that may be, for 
those involved in coming up with innovative ways in 
restructuring our finances.  

Social Care

Within the Council there seems to be broad consen-
sus on protecting, if not enhancing, the Social Care 
budget. Many of us have had the experience of hav-
ing relatives who due to age or infirmity have required 
the services of home care workers. This has been an 
invaluable service for those receiving this service. It 
is valued at both a care level and of alleviating the 
problem of loneliness. It is against a background of 

an aging population within the whole of the Western 
Isles that we must guard against any further reduction 
in this service.

Crofting

At the last meeting of the Crofting JCC the new 
Crofting Bill which is going to be put forward to the 
Scottish Parliament was discussed. Members were 
given the opportunity to give their views. These 
centred around initiatives for providing financial 
assistance to build new croft housing, simplifying 
new entrants into crofting, providing a new “simpli-
fied” Crofting Act and encouraging local crofters 
to become more involved in Common Grazings 
Committees. 

The Crofting JCC had also written to the Scottish 
Parliament highlighting their concerns regarding the 
withdrawing of sufficient funding to help alleviate the 
geese problem.

Education

The three Councillors have been attending local 
Parent Council Meetings and are in discussion with 
the three Parent Council members regarding issues 
that are of a concern to each. Whilst staffing is “down 
to the bone” it is encouraging to see that the Pupil 
Equity Fund is providing the opportunity to employ 
ancillary staff to help progress their aims of raising 
attainment.

Local Projects and Issues

Although each Councillor has a very limited budget 
they were able to help towards some local projects. 
These included assisting in funding Bin Bays in Gress 
and Tolsta, Bus Shelter in Back, Back Community Hut 
kitchen and drainage in Gress.

Councillors are also working alongside the Community 
Services Manager on projects such as cleaning bus 
shelters, and paint works on various items and other 
seasonal work. Councillors are also involved in a num-
ber of issues such as communicating with Scottish 
Water regarding water issues in Tong and Tolsta, 
communicating with Technical Services regarding 
road safety issues in Upper Coll and Back, repairs 
to village roads, street lighting and coastal erosion in 
Gress, Tong, Vatisker and Upper Coll.

Calum Maclean
Loch a Tuath Ward
calum.maclean@cne-siar.gov.uk

Councillor Calum Maclean
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Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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The Rod Mackenzie 
Sgir a’ Bhac Baton 
was awarded for the 
first time at the Royal 
National Mod in Fort 
William.

It is a new award pre-
sented to the winning 
conductor of the Ladies 
Rural Choir competi-
tion, in memory of Rod 
Mackenzie, our much 
respected former con-
ductor, who sadly 
passed away earlier 
this year.

We as a choir decided 
that it would be a very 
fitting tribute to commis-
sion a baton, and pre-
sent it to An Communn 
Gaidhleach in Rod’s hon-
our.

We got in touch with the 
Mackenzie family and 
they were absolutely 
delighted, and honoured, 
that we were planning 
this tribute in his memory.

The beautiful baton and 
presentation box were 
made by Annie of 'Crafts 

from the Croft House' - see picture for details of how it was 
made, and what materials were used.

The baton was won by Elizabeth Jack of Mull Gaelic 
Choir, and fittingly, Eilidh Mackenzie (Rod’s daughter), 
was there to present her Dad’s baton.

Murdo (Cloudy) Macleod

The Rod Mackenzie Sgir a’ Bhac Baton

Santa's Grotto
Saturday 9th December, 2-4pm (in the Hut)

Grotto - £4 for visit and a present

Children can post their letter to Santa in his special mailbox and 
get a reply!

Also … teas, home baking & raffles 

All proceeds towards Hut funds
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Independent Financial 
Advisers

Donald Martin

Succession Group Ltd, 
based within CIB,

63 Kenneth Street, Stornoway. 
HS1 2DS.

(t) 01851 701212

(e) donald.martin@succes-
siongroup.co.uk
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Prizes, Awards and a Coffee 
Morning

Back Boys are picked for Ross 
County

Congratulations to Adam 
Mackinnon, James Graham 
and Andrew Macleod, who 
have been selected to sign to 
Ross County. 

Everyone at Back FC is thrilled 
to see their talents recognised, 
and to see the lads given the 
opportunity to take their foot-
ball training to the next level. The boys recently visited the 
Back FC Development Club to receive a donation from 
the club towards their travelling expenses for training. 

“We are really pleased for the boys, but we recognise that 
the travel involved in attending training on the mainland 
can carry a significant burden on families and wanted to 
show our support.”  said James Macarthur, committee 
member. 

“The boys are a great inspiration to the younger club 
members, we wish them 
every success and look for-
ward to cheering them on 
in the future.” Said James 
Macarthur committee mem-
ber.

Christmas Fayre and New 
Year plans

November was a really 
busy month at the centre, 
Alex Jones had us all jiving 
and dancing at the dance it 
off bootcamp, there was a 
coffee morning, new keep 
fit classes, a series of craft 
workshops and lots more. So, this month we’re slowing 
down a little - we’ll all be busy enough running around 
getting ready for Christmas no doubt, but that’s not to say 
there’s nothing in the pipeline. The new daytime fitness 
classes proved so popular that they’ll be continuing and 
dance and yoga will be back in the New Year. 

December sees us joining forces with the Back Community 
Council to run a Charity and Craft Christmas Fayre at 
the Coll Centre. There will be lots of games, craft stalls, 
lunches and home baking and you’ll be helping raise 
funds for lots of different charities and local groups, so 
make sure you pop in on Saturday 2nd Dec 11am-2pm.

We are running some Bowls beginners sessions on 
Friday mornings in December. The Back Bowls club is 
very popular with the gents on a Thursday night but we 

would like to start a ladies team, 
and a few people have asked 
about a beginners club. So, if 
that’s you, here are the dates for 
your diary: 10.30am on Fridays 
1st, 8th and 15th Dec. No expe-
rience necessary as we’ll have 
tutors on hand and it will be a 
fun and relaxed opportunity for 
you to just give it a go.

Thank you to everyone who 
voted for us in the M&S Energy 
Fund competition. Sadly we 
didn't quite get enough votes to 
win the Scotland Regional Prize 

but congratulations to Taigh Dhonnchaidh who pipped 
us to the post. Great to see the Scotland prize coming 
to the islands and such a worthy cause.

We're still hoping to secure funding elsewhere for solar 
panels and improving the heating and lighting systems, 
so watch this space and thank you again to everyone 
who voted and helped us gather votes.

We’re still waiting to hear the final total on the Coop 
Community Fund donation towards our gym development 

which is due any day, but it 
looks like we’ll have plenty 
to get those new swipe cards 
set up and hopefully some 
more exercise machines. So 
if you’re New Year’s resolu-
tion involves anything about 
getting fitter – get in touch 
about a gym induction with us.

Looking ahead into 2018 we 
have a bingo evening and 
a race night coming up and 
once we get into January 
we’ll be starting to plan our 
Women’s Day celebrations – 

so if anyone has any suggestions/requests or wants to 
get involved in the planning please get in touch.

From everyone at the club – Wishing you all a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Dates for your diary:

Ladies Bowls: Fridays 1st, 8th and 15th Dec, 10.30am

Bingo: Fri 19th January

Race night: Saturday 3rd February

Fitness Classes: Weds, 10-11am (please check online 
for exact dates over Christmas)

Yoga: 5 week block starts 6th February – book now!

Back Football and Recreation Club - What’s on in November?

Back boys picked for Ross County

Bowls new season team photo
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Archery: Wednesdays, 7-9pm

Bowls: Thursdays, 7.30-9.30

Bike Club: Thursdays, 12-3pm (no club on 21st, 28th Dec and 4th Jan)

Focus Fridays: Back Free Church S1-3 & S4-6 Youth Club Pilot from 
27th October to 8th December, 7.30-9.30pm

Book club: Last Wednesday of the month, 7pm

For more information or to make a booking contact Terri on 820745 or 
visit www.backfrc.org.uk

Gardening 
Class 
Photos

Katie Ann Macleod (Katie Ann Dhomhnaill 
Duinn) was born at 44 Back in 1892. 
She emigrated to the United States 
in 1924 and settled in Detroit  
with her husband Angus 
Maciver, Breasclete. The 
boarding house she owned 
there provided accommo-
dation for a considerable 
number of Lewis emigrants, 
many of whom were enticed 
to Detroit by the prospect 
of employment in the Ford 
Motor Company.

She later returned to Lewis 
and lived in her husband's home 
village. Katie Ann was one of our 
district's centenarians. She passed 
away in January 1993 aged 100 years. 

In the next edition of Loch a Tuath News 
we hope to profile all of the district's 

centenarians. The writer knows 
of fifteen former residents who 

reached this milestone age, 
thirteen women and two men. 
It would be good if the piece 
was accompanied by pho-
tographs of the individuals, 
either on the occasion of 
their one hundredth birth-
day or in their younger 
days.

We would therefore appeal 
to our readers to get in touch 

with any LATN committee 
member if they are able to pro-

vide a photograph or indeed any 
biographical details.

A Village Centenarian
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Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office
20 Kenneth Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off 
slip and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or 
cash for £32.40 (or £20 for email) to Laura Burns, 
5 Catherine Hill, Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
Email address (for PDF copies)
____________________________________________
I enclose £32.40  or £20 for PDF 
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Home on Leave
Among those home on leave are Evander Macleod, 23 
Vatisker and Alexander Macleod, 66 Back, both from the 
Army, and from the Merchant Navy, Donald Macleod, 
32 Back. Also home are Alexander Maclennan, Army 
and Angus Maclennan, RAF, both of New Street, Back.

Church Services
During last week, services were held in the district in 
Back Church, and in the Tong and Gress meeting-houses.  
The attendances at all the services were exceptionally 
good, and visitors came from all parts of the island. The 
ministers taking part were Rev K Macrae, Stornoway: 
Rev M Macrae, Kinloch and Rev Mr Macleod, Bernera.  
The services are being held primarily for the benefit of 
the young people of the congregation and it was gratify-
ing to see the large numbers present.

Enjoyable Wedding in Back
While Londoners thronged the streets of the capital 
to catch a glimpse of the Royal Wedding, a crowd of 
friends and relations were also gathering round Back 
Church to see our own village wedding.  The central 
figures were Catherine, third daughter of Mr and Mrs 
Donald Martin, 63 Back, and John, fifth son of Mr and 
Mrs John Mackenze, 26 Back.  They were married in 
Back Church on November 20 by Rev W J Macleod 
(who came home from Canada recently), assisted by Rev 
John Morrison, Free Church, Ness, a family friend.  The 
bride, given in marriage by her father, was beautiful in 
a gown of heavy ivory satin, with sweetheart neck, and 
long full train.  She wore a string of pearls, and carried a 
bouquet of white carnations, set in maidenhair fern.  Her 
flowing veil, of white tulle, was gathered to her hair by 
an unusual and charming lace coronet.  Fair attendants to 
a graceful bride, Elizabeth, the bride’s sister,  Katie Bell 
and Peggy Ishbel Maciver, completed the pretty picture.  

Elizabeth, becomingly dressed in a dress of lemon net 
over taffeta, with satin bows of the same shade forming 
a pretty contrast, carried a bouquet of red roses, while 
her shoulder length veil was held in place by a headdress 
entwined with bows to match her dress. Aquamarine 
chiffon over taffeta, with swathed bodice and full skirt, 
was the attractive choice of Katie Bell.  Her veil was of 
the same colour, and she wore a halo headdress, while 
her bouquet was of tea roses. The trainbearer, Peggy 
Ishbel, was dressed in a sweet gown of blue and pink 
organdie over taffeta, with a pink headdress. She car-
ried a bouquet of yellow chrysanthemums. She has just 
recently come from Detroit, and this was her first Lewis 
country wedding.  The bride’s and bridesmaid’s dresses 
came all the way from America from the bride’s sister in 
Detroit, and they gave the occasion a richness in colour 
and attractiveness dear to hearts tired of “utility” and 
coupon restrictions.  Mr Donald Mackenzie, the groom’s 
brother, was bestman, carrying out his duties efficiently.  
Well-wishers from places as far apart as Uig and Ness 
travelled over for the wedding, and they, along with large 
numbers who attended from the surrounding villages, 
will remember it as one of the most enjoyable ever.  The 
high death rate of hens throughout the village on the day 
preceding the wedding was not due to the cold, and there 
was an abundance of chicken, as well as all other delica-
cies.  Of the one hundred and nine telegrams, six came 
from Detroit, two from Canada and one from Germany.  
A very great number of presents, as well as a large sum 
of money were received by the young couple.  For going 
away the bride was smartly dressed in a beige costume, 
trimmed with black, and topcoat of maroon cord velvet, 
and hat of maroon velour, beige gloves and black shoes.  
We wish them all the good wishes and happinesss which 
must have been in the heart of the young tot, who, when 
he caught a glimpse of the bride outside Back Church, 
asked, “Mhathair, ni sud am Princess?”

Back in Time  December 1947



28



29

Back Bride – Lochs Groom
We are pleased to follow up a section of Back 
in Time, October 1947, with a photograph of 
the featured wedding of Mary Jane Stewart, 
17 Back, and Alexander Macleod, 6 Leurbost. 
Please note, If a wedding of your family is fea-

tured in Back in Time, we would love to have 
the photograph!

“Given in marriage by her father, 
the bride made a charming pic-
ture, dressed in crepe, panelled 
in silver, and with a heart-shaped 
neckline.  Her long full veil was 
gathered to her hair by a coronet 
of white feathers.  She carried a 
bouquet of lovely red roses, set 
in maidenhair fern. Her brides-
maids, were Miss Johanna 
Macdonald, 13 Keose, niece of 
the groom, and the bride’s sister, 
Christina. Johanna chose a flo-
ral shell pink gown, with pink 
headdress of feathers and veiling, 

while Christina wore turquoise blue satin, with 
blue headdress of feathers and veiling. They 
both carried bouquets of pink and white carna-
tions, and to complete the setting, little Angusina 
Stewart, the bride’s cousin, was a sweet train-
bearer, with her long flowing hair and ankle 

length dress of turquoise blue, 
with headdress to match. Her 
posy was of sweet peas and 
mixed flowers. George, the 
bride’s brother, carried out the 
duties of best man.”  

Angusina, the trainbearer, 
recalls that the bridal party all 
went on the bride’s father’s 
bus to the photographer in 
Stornoway on the wedding 
day, but some others were not 
so lucky and had to dress up 
again the next day and make 
their way to the photographer 
by public transport!

Fifty years later, in 1997, the 
bridal party was once more 
photographed at the marriage 
of Mary Jane’s granddaugh-
ter Sandra, daughter of Fiona 
and the late Kenny Campbell, 
15 Back.

Back in Time  October 1947 Wedding 
Follow Up

Back Row L-R: Angus Murdo Stewart (Dodo), Seòras Stewart, Bridegroom, Bride, 
Johanna Macdonald (Keose), Ciorstag Stewart

In Front L-R: Dolina Stewart, Angusina Stewart (nighean a’ Chuibhlear), Ciorstaidh Mary 
Stewart.

The wedding photo was taken in Stornoway to where the bridal party travelled on the 
bride’s father’s bus. Others, not so lucky, had to dress up again the following day and 
travel  to the photographer’s

Some of the wedding party at Mary Jane's Granddaighter's wedding in 1997. L-R  Seoras Stewart, Ciorstaidh Mary, Mary Jane, Dodo, Dolina, Ciorstag.
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The end of the year arrives 
and we look back at an old 
year and look forward to a 
new one. 

For many it has been a 
year of immense sadness 
as they have lost ones close 
and dear to them, for others 
it has been a time of joy as 
they celebrated happy fam-
ily occasions. 

We have been inundated 
with advertising attempts to 
part us from our money for 
the last couple of months 
and while we are left with 
new clothes, cakes, socks 
and various odour enhanc-
ing products, many of them 
will be the subject of rueful 
glances as they sit unused 
for many months to come. 
Mind you I tried out a piece 
of last year’s Christmas cake 
recently and am still here to 
tell the tale. The cake, like the 
one eating it, had matured well rather than aged!

It all seemed much more civilised and more restrained to 
a boy growing up in the 50s. We did put up a few decora-
tions and got Christmas cards from the aunties and cous-
ins “away”. “Away” meant they lived on the mainland. 

Santa was there. I recollect my father taking me outside, 
having heard some noise, and us both gazing up at the 
chimney, speculating that it might have been Santa. It 
was too early however as the fire was still on. But we 
did have a chimney and that was how he came into the 
house. He did leave a few presents and we were delight-
ed. That was it however. Most people, after having a little 
fun with the children, went about their daily activities like 
any other day. It was not a public holiday.

The following week was different. Even at a very young 
age we desperately tried to stay awake on Oidhche na 
Bliadhna Ur. There was usually fun. That was the only 
time we ever saw deoch laidir and people seemingly jol-
lier than usual. We soon realised the connection between 
the two!

The men all had time off and it was usual for there to be 
a keg of beer in someone’s byre which they would gather 
round and have an evening of yarns , reminiscences and 
maybe a song or two and a tune on a melodeon, if there 
was one available. That stopped in our village after New 
Year 1963.

Several of the men had a ‘Damascene’ change of life at 
the end of the keg ceilidh. My father was among them. 
From that time their interest was not in spirits but in 
the spiritual. There followed changes in lives; church 
instead of pub, Bible instead of novels, prayer meetings 
instead of ceilidhs. Col Uarach was a different place for 
many households after that New Year. The priorities had 
changed from the small problems of the present to con-
cern for the eternal.

For us youngsters howev-
er New Year was the one 
day we were allowed to be 
naughty and not be chas-
tised for it. Well, not too 
much. 

Pails to the bottom of wells, 
gates off the hinges, wheel-
barrows gone for a wan-
der. We went out late at 
night. The success of our 
efforts would be discovered 
on New Year’s morning. As 
we got older we had learnt 
our lesson. We made sure 
everything was secure. We 
spoilt it for the next genera-
tion. We didn’t have wells 
any more, we secured the 
gates with wire, and we 
locked the barrows away. 

In the older days the 
pranks were of a different 
nature.

I heard of a cart being taken apart, placed inside a byre, 
being put together again inside, for the owner to be left 
with the puzzle of how it had got there in the first place 
and then how to get it back outside again. I also heard 
of a ceap, turf being placed on black house chimneys for 
the inhabitants to suffer the most severe ‘’blow down’’.

And we judge the young of today!

We used to have more snow then, but no gritting. Nature 
and the occasional snow plough on the main road and 
patience were the tools. Expectations have changed.

 I remember the ice slides in the school playground, on 
the main road where the car tyres had already done part 
of the work for us, on Leathad a’Pheel, where we used 
to try out our home made sledges. Some of the boys had 
a great sense of balance on the slides. I wasn’t one of 
them.

The cruach mhonach rapidly diminished at this time of 
year. The ‘’ceap’’ at the back of the fire. Mòine bhàn at 
the sides and the heat producing mòine dhubh in the 
middle.  A fàd in the “lazy” overnight and used to get the 
next day’s fire going, after the “luath” had been put out 
safely and hopefully without too much lost. Who didn’t at 
one time or another get caught out trying to put the luath 
out on a windy day? A messy business. No special pans 
or vacuum machines. Lovely in memory, and even occa-
sionally in the present, but at that time it was the daily 
reality. And we have moved on so quickly. The price was 
labour, not money. I always pondered on the idea that 
generations were kept warm by cutting and drying and 
burning the soil around us. 

Once we made it past Christmas and New Year we 
looked forward to the lengthening of the days. We started 
looking forward rather than backwards, and so it is, as we 
look back at 2017 and look forward to 2018.

Bliadhna Mhath Ùr an uair a thig i.

Coinneach aig Baile



32

What ’s Happening at Loch a Tuath News

LATN Headquarters!
Loch a Tuath News is delighted to announce 

that we will now have an office based at Gordon 

Diesel’s - next to The White House!  We hope to 

move in the New Year and it will be a great base 

to come along to drop off any articles/pictures 

etc!  As the office will not be manned all the time, 

we hope to have a mailbox where anything can 

be left.   

An exciting chapter for LATN!  Thank you for 

your support to date. More information to come 

in the New Year

New Subscription Service
Until now, we have offered a subscription ser-
vice where (for a postage fee) paper copies 
of the magazine can be posted out.  We can 
now also offer an email subscription where 
PDF copies can be emailed out.  There is no 
postage fee for this, so the cost will just be to 
cover the magazine price.  

Subscriptions are a great idea for Christmas 
gifts, you can find our new updated subscrip-
tion form on Page 27, where you can now 
select to subscribe to a paper copy or a PDF 
by email.

For more info, see Page 27.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
to all our readers!

Thank you so much for all your support - all at Loch a Tuath News 
wish you a happy, healthy 2018.

Please note this is a double issue - the next issue will be February 
2018.  The deadline for any material to be included is 15th January 2018

22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service
A D V I C E
YOU CAN
T R U S T
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A huge thanks to each and everyone of use who has sup-
ported us in our TEAMKYLE fundraising events, its been such 
a proud moment of handing over such a phenomenal amount 
of £22,066.31 to Glasgow Childrens Hospital Charity, Royal 
Hospital for Children in Glasgow is our next port of call for 
children from the Western Isles, a very difficult place to be but 
also a hospital with the best possible care. Today it was great 
to see Kyle playing very relaxed with toys in a hospital that was 
his home for 4 months.

Our money raised will be split between the 3 wards Kyle was 
a patient in, which were the ICU unit (critical care unit) Ward 
3c, Renal and Diaylsis Unit and Ward 3a the Nuro and Rehab 
Unit. Kyle  had the best medical team ever.

A huge thanks also to my boys, Murray, Scott, Connor and Kyle 
who have 
been so 
support-
ive after such a traumatic time since March 2016.

xxx Moran Taing.xxx
Lots of Love
TEAMKYLE

Team Kyle

Kenny (Fiadh) Maciver used 
his contacts from his time 
with the Lewis & Harris 
Football Association to raise 
much needed funds for 
Bethesda Hospice. He con-
tacted Mr Roy MacGregor, 
Chairman of Ross County 
FC, to see if they could pro-
vide a team to play the local 
select at Stornoway.  Kenny 
was delighted when Roy 
offered a Ross County X1 
for the charity match. The 
game went ahead in July, 

the gate money plus a buf-
fet, a question & answer 
session in which Roy and 
Alex O'Henley took part, and 
an auction raised a magnifi-
cent £9,330 for the hospice.

Many thanks to Mr Roy 
MacGregor, Mr Alex 
O'Henley, Alex (Moley) 
MacLeod and Billy Flower 
for their help in making the 
event such a success – and 
not forgetting the general 
public for their support.

Football Match Makes £9,330 for Local Hospice
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Angus Macleod 'Cloud'. Angus' wife  
Katag  (Sandy Tulaidh's sister and auntie 

of Anna and Uilleam Shandaidh) had a 
General Merchant's shop at 27 Newton 

Street. 

 Kate 
Maclean, 6 
Back, and her 
brother. Kate 
was the moth-
er of Anna 
Roddy

 L-R: Ciorstaidh Mary 
Macleod, 17 Back, Bell 

Ann Lidy, Iseabail a' 
Bhrunaich, Katie Mary 

Ailig 'an Uisdean), 
Lighthill (sister of Anna 

Sheorais) Ruairidh 
Thiugs).

Mackenzie, 51   
Lighthill, Back (uncle 

of Kennag Graham)
Kenneth Gunn (Ghurais),1 New Street, 

Back. Kenneth was one of the many 

interned at 'Timber Town', Groningen,

 Holland, in the First World War.
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Outside Taigh Mhurdigan, 1960s: Donella 
Maclean (Clark), Cairstiona (Bean 

Mhurdigan).
Front:  Dollag Iain Ruadh. 82 Coll  and Peigi 

Mairi Mhurdigan, 52 Coll 

Gormelia Murray, John Macleod (Dàraidh) 
42b Coll, Mòr a’ Ghreasaich, Gress (sister 
of Gormelia) sitting, Isabella Macleod (Bean 
Dàraidh), sister in law of Gormelia, who
 was home on holiday from Canada

 Catriona (Bhridy) 
Macaskill, May Masaskill 
(Alex John's wife), Ishbel 
Macaskill (Bean Sheorais 
a' Bhideanaich)

Chirsty Bell Alan Mosguil and her 
 husband (Scalpay)

Big thank you to Kenneth Murray (Kendo), Upper Coll for 
getting in touch about a query we had with an old photo 
on Page 25 of the November 2017 issue of LATN. The 
‘unknown’ lady in the photograph with Catriona Iomhair 
an Diùc and Anna Frank is suspected to be Ishbal an 
t-Siaraich, 13 Vatisker. Thanks for filling in the gap for us!
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Back School 55th Reunion

Material for publication in the FEBRUARY issue of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in before MONDAY 15th JANUARY 2017

Back Row: Christina Macdonald, Upper Coll, Mabel 
Macleay, Tolsta, Chriselle Bain, Gress, Tina Morrison, 
Tolsta, Annie Mackay, Coll, Isobel Thompson, Tong, 
Kenny (Fraochie) Stewart, Vatisker, Murdina Murray, 
Coll, Christine Macleod, Upper Coll, Kenina Wallace, 
Broadway View, Peggy Macdonald, Tong, Margaret 
Maciver, Tolsta, Anna Matheson, Coll.   

Seated: John (Fergie) Ferguson, Gress, Chrissie 
Burr, Vatisker, Murdo (Cloudy) Macleod, Gress, Nellie 
Maciver, Coll, Murdo Mackinnon, Tong.  

Kneeling: Iain Macleod, Coll, Innes Macleod, Gress, 
Catherine Anne Campbell, Back, Joan Longdon, Tolsta.

 Gress guisers!

Some of the spooky  
crew from Upper Coll!

Guisers!


