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February Rush Hour!

Queues starting to form for February's
Loch a Tuath News!
In this month’s issue you can find:
• As na Bailtean
• Memories of……..
• Coinneach aig Baile
Plus: Back in Time, Sgoil a' Bhac, Tong School, Back FC and much more!
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Fàilte
A very Happy New
Year - and a big welcome to February’s
issue - to you all!
I hope you all had
a lovely festive season, though it does
seem like a distant
memory now! As I
write this, the snow
that covered everything has now melted, and the
Upper Coll glen seems very
green – roll on spring time! I
hope you are all well and have
managed to escape from most
of the awful winter sicknesses
and bugs that have been doing
the rounds. We have been
very lucky so far here in Col
Uarach, long may it last!
This month we have a jam
packed issue for you once
again, there is lots to catch up on in
Bailtean from over the festive season, a
look back at peat cutting by Jock Murray,
the latest goings on in our local schools
and much more. If you would like to join
our team as a village correspondent for
Vatisker, please get in touch, we would
love to hear from you. Our committee
meetings are held on the second Tuesday
of every month in the crèche at Back Free

Church, if you’d like to come along just to
find out a bit more, or to get involved, you
are most welcome.
Unfortunately Loch a Tuath News was not
nominated for a Highland Media Award
this year, which
is disappointing,
but onwards and
upwards! Best of
luck to all those
nominated for the
awards night this
month. We have
been busy with our
little office though!
Just a few more little details to sort out
and then I will be
hopefully working
from it whenever I
can. Big thank you
to all who made it
possible – it is just
the perfect location
for us!
The deadline for
our March issue is
19th February, so
please have anything you’d like published in to us by
then. We love seeing all your articles and
pictures coming in.
Have a blessed February.
Melanie
Quote images from Google images
Cover picture courtesy of Jayne
Macarthur

How to submit an article or a photograph to the
Loch a Tuath News
By email: latneditor2@outlook.com
By post: Taigh Gone, 27 Upper Coll, HS2 0LS
Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. If you need to have an
article typed, please contact the secretary.

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News?
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean,
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage.

We need you...
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the
district, but they need your help.
See the contact details on this page.
Thanks

The Loch a Tuath News Team
Chairman
Willie MacLean, 42b Coll 01851 820503, w.maclean@sky.com
Vice Chair
Mary Ann Graham, 6 Ripley Place 01851 700383, mdavi74979@aol.com
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Mairi Macleod, 11b Coll - 820497
Secretary
Margaret Macleod, Millview, 34 Gress 01851 820768
Editor
Melanie Mackay, Taigh Gone, 27
Upper Coll - 01851 820917, latneditor2@outlook.com
Typesetting
Helen Smith, angle.smith@live.co.uk
Distribution
Willie Maclean 820503
Subscription Organiser
Laura Burns, 5 Catherine Hill, Coll, lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk, 820696
Advertising
Donald A. Stewart, 28 New Street,
Stornoway - 704877,
d.stewart11@btinternet.com
Editorial Committee
Rev Calum Iain Macleod, Free Church
Manse, Back - 820317
Chrissie Bell Urpeth, 6 New Street,
Back - 820459
Cathie Macleod, Glenesk, 34 Gress 820289
Angus Morrison, 14 New Street, Back
- 820354
Louise Reeves, 21 Upper Coll - 820713
Village Correspondents
Back/Vatisker - Anne Ramsay, 7 Back
- 820384 /
Iain Murray, 9 Back, 820 296, imurray3809@gmail.com
Coll - Ishbal MacLean, 42b Coll 820503 - w.maclean@sky.com
Gress - Donalda Murray, 21 Gress - 820
225 - jockmurray.t21@btinternet.com /
Ishbel Macdonald, 31 Gress - 820392
Tong - Joan Matheson, Still Water,
Aird, Tong - 702144 jmatheson1@btinternet.com
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The views expressed in the Loch a
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Back
Bereavements
Murdina MacDonald
The community was deeply saddened
to learn of the passing of Murdina
Dhomhnaill Chailein on 22 December
after a sudden illness. Born at 13 Coll
in 1934 she was the eldest of three in
the family of Donald and Joan Murray.
On leaving school she worked with the
Mitchell Bus Company and later at Back
School canteen from where she retired in
1997 after thirty years service. Following
her marriage to Angus Allan MacDonald
(Angie a' Lally) she moved to 3 Lighthill,
Back where she raised her family of one
daughter and three sons: Peggy, Angus
Allan (Tanky), Donald (Dano) and John
Angus (Johnny). Of a friendly, cheerful
and sociable disposition Murdina was a
popular figure at Cnoc an t-Solais and
in the wider community. The faith which
she placed in the Lord some years ago
sustained her through periods of illness
and loss, the most challenging of which
was the premature death of her youngest son Johnny just four months before
she passed away. The communal sense
of sympathy for her bereaved family was
much in evidence at her funeral service
in Back Church. To her aforementioned
loved ones and to the extended family we
offer our condolences in their sad loss.
Katie Mary Macleod
Katie Mary a'Lally passed away peacefully on 1 January aged 93 years. She was
the last of the family of six of Angus Allan
and Christina MacDonald, 3 Lighthill,
Back. In 1946 she married Neil Macleod
of Catherine Hill (Neillan Mhurchaidh
Bharrant) and settled in Stornoway where
she worked at KJ MacDonald's Pharmacy
and also as an auxiliary at the Lewis
Hospital. During her years of employment her engaging, winsome manner
endeared her to colleagues, customers
and patients alike. In 1996 her daughter-in-law Chrissie (nighean Mhogail) of
New Tolsta passed away prematurely.
Following this tragic event Katie Mary
moved in with her son Murdo to assist
him in raising the couple's three year old
daughter Catherine. This selfless act of
devotion was in keeping with her nature
for she was a highly regarded individual
in Back, Stornoway and latterly in her
home village of Tolsta. We extend our
condolences to Murdo and to the grandchildren in their bereavement - Katie
Mary's younger son Angus passed away
in 2015. Our thoughts are also with the
MacDonald family - Teaghlach a' Lally
for whom her death represents the third
breach in the family circle in such a short
time.
Condolences
Kenneth Finlayson (Coinneach Phillidh)
passed away on 31 December having
been incapacitated with a debilitating
illness for many years. Following his
marriage to Peggy Murray (Peigi Dhad)
in 1977 the couple lived in Vatisker Park
for a few years prior to moving to their
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newly-built home at Lathamur, North
Tolsta. We extend our condolences to
Peggy, who was a former Primary teacher at Back School and to her daughter
Anne at 6 Back and son Alasdair Iain in
Upper Coll.
Ruby at Thirty
We send our warmest congratulations
to Finlay and Mary Stewart who recently
celebrated forty years of marriage. Finlay
(Fionnlagh Sheorais Sheoidhein), 2 Back
and Mary (nee MacDonald), 6 Cross
were married on 11 January 1978 at
Cross Free Church by Rev Kenneth
Nicolson. The young couple later moved
to their new home at 30 Back where they
brought up their daughter Katherine Anne
and their son George Finlay. The wintry
conditions which prevailed on the day of
their wedding were in marked contrast to
the clear blue skies which greeted their
special anniversary. We wish them both
many more happy years together.
New Babies
We are delighted to record the arrival of
Molly, the daughter of Tina and Derek
Cook, 3a New Street who was born on 12
November. Molly is a little sister to Adam
and a granddaughter to Donald (Conn) &
Margaret Maciver (2 Aird Tong) and David
& Valerie Cook (Glasgow).
We also welcome news of the birth of
Holly Catherine Stewart on 15 December.
Holly is the daughter of Derek and
Louise of Springfield Road, Stornoway
and is a little sister to Cohen. She is
the grandaughter of Calum and Dorothy
Macaulay, Keose and of Dolangie (Cab,
formerly 10 Back) and Joan Stewart, New
Street, Stornoway.
Congratulations
We were delighted and pleasantly surprised to see a familiar face interviewed
on BBC Alba's news programme An Là
early in January. The news item marked
the 150th anniversary of 'The Peoples
Friend' a magazine which has been a
familiar sight in many island homes over
the years. The picturesque designs which
form its distinctive covers are drawn by
various artists who, unbeknown to many
villagers, include Madge Macleod, 55
Back. Although she spent most of her
years in Glasgow Madge was brought
up in a Gaelic speaking household - her
father Murdo Macaulay was from Bragar
and her mother Christina (nighean a'
Bhrann) was from 81 Coll. In their retirement she and her husband John Norman
(mac a' Ghille) returned to a newly built
home on the family croft in the Geada
Glas. We are pleased that Madge is
getting long-overdue recognition for her
excellent artwork with the magazine.
A Fond Farewell
We extend our best wishes to Angus
(Emag)
and
Sheila
MacDonald,
Springburn, New Street who are moving to Inverness on 8 February. Having
previously lived at 45 Vatisker the couple
returned to Back from Kingussie about fifteen years ago. Not only have they given

As Na
Bailtean
willingly of their time in the work of Back
Church they have also been faithful visitors to elderly and housebound villagers.
Consequently they will be much missed
and we wish them well as they move to
be closer to their family. A h-uile beannachd leibh.
Winter Watch
In the December issue of Loch a Tuath
News we commented on how wet the
autumn months had been. The main talking point of our winter so far is how much
colder it has been than recent years.
Bitter easterly winds have been interspersed with some periods of snow which
have in turn led to particularly icy conditions, possibly the least welcome weather
event we can expect at this time of year.
The treacherous conditions experienced
betweenBoxing Day and Hogmanay led
to a number of island casualties, some
of whom only ventured a few feet from
their back door before finding themselves
in A & E.
Our district is often at its most picturesque in the winter months. The glorious
shades of red of a winter sunrise with
the Assynt mountains appearing to be
in close proximity to us is a breathtaking
sight as is the rising of a full moon over
Loch a Tuath on a January afternoon
with the Eye Peninsula silhouetted in the
background. Last month we experienced
two full moons, the second of which is
known as a blue moon - a rare event as
one would expect! One hopes that some
local photographers were on hand to
capture these beautiful sights - they may
hopefully grace the cover of a Loch a
Tuath magazine next winter.

Vatisker
Condolences
Friends and relations were sorry to hear of
the passing of Mrs Catherine Robertson
(nee Graham) in Edinburgh just before
Christmas. Catherine (nighean Sheorais
a' Bhut) spent her formative years at 54
Vatisker with her sisters Mary, Dorothy
and Donalda and her brother Norman.
We extend our condolences to her family
in their bereavement.
Good Luck
Eilidh Macleod, Free Church Manse, will
shortly leave for South Africa for a period
of five months working with Operation
Mobilisation. OM, as it is known, is a
Christian missionary organisation which

A,.s na Bailtean Pictures,.
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Holly Stewart (Back)
Mairi Helen
Graham
graduated in
June 2017 from
the University
of Strathclyde
with a Bachelor
of Science
Degree in Sport
& Physical
Activity (Hons
2:1). Mairi is
the daughter
of Neil M. and
Lesley Graham,
1 Coll. She
is currently
working with
Comunn na
Gàidhlig in
Stornoway
as Youth and
Community
Development
Officer.

Ruaraidh Urpeth graduated from Queen
Margaret University 1st Class Honours BA in
Film & Media. Ruaraidh is the son of Chrissie
Bell & Peter Urpeth, 6 New Street, Back. His
grandparents are the late Kenneth & Ishbal
Maciver, Am Poileagan, and the late Pat &
Bruce Urpeth, London.

Molly Cook (Back)
Baby Grace Elizabeth Stewart (Upper Coll)

Turn to page 29 for
more As Na Bailtean
photographs

A cheque is
presented to Dun
Disdean staff by
Christopher Graham
on behalf of his
family in his granny's
memory (Upper Coll)

Graduate

Anne-Marie Macleod, Free Church Manse,
daughter of Rev Calum Iain and Dina Macleod,
recently graduated with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Nursing from the University of
Stirling (Stornoway Campus). Anne-Marie
is now employed as a Staff Nurse in the
Edinburgh Royal Infirmary (Cardiology Ward).

s!

Seoras Macdonald graduated with Joint
Honours BSc Computing Science &
Mathematics from Glasgow University.
Seoras is the son of Calum & Alison
Macdonald, 22b Vatisker, and grandson of
William Alex & Peggy Macdonald, ‘Bellshill’,
Back.
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was founded to mobilise young people
to live and share the Gospel. We send
Eilidh our best wishes as she embarks
on this exciting and rewarding venture.

Gress
Get Well Wishes
We continue to send a speedy recovery to Donald Murray (No. 13) and to
Dòmhnall Macleod (No.31) who are still
in hospital at the time of writing. We
sincerely hope they will be home soon.
Students
It was good to see the students and
those working away being at home
for Christmas and New Year. We look
forward to seeing them again at Easter.
Congratulations
On 25th November, Sister Claire celebrated 50 years as a Sister and had a celebratory function with family and friends
from far and wide in the Caladh Hotel, followed by a service in St Peter’s Church.
A wonderful achievement and may you
have many more years in service.
Funeral Funds Association
The annual fee is now due for 2018 and
anyone who wishes to pay can do so by
calling at Ivor's, 11 Gress, or at VAL on
Francis Street, Stornoway. Fee is same as
last year £1.50 per individual. Thank you
to all members who have already paid.

Tong
Village Condolences
We extend very belated condolences
to Moira Macpherson, Tong Road, following the sad passing of her son Iain.
We also remember the rest of the family
at this time. The village correspondent
sincerely apologises to the family for
failing to include Iain’s passing in the
last issue of LATN and for any added
distress caused.
We extend our sincere condolences to
Donald Maclean, 15 Tong, following the
loss of his beloved wife Nancy. We also
remember their daughters Mairi and
Catriona along with the extended family,
especially grandson Finlay, at this difficult time for them all. Nancy was the last
member of the family of the late Katag
and Norman MacLeod, 15 Tong.
We were all very sorry to hear that Alex
Donnelly, 2 Tong, passed away recently.
We extend the sympathy of the community to his daughter Kay, grandchildren
and all his family at this time.
Congratulations!
Aaron F Macleod, from Aird Tong,
was recently awarded The Mark Elliott
Hebrides Search & Rescue Team
Memorial Award. The award which
commemorates Mark Elliott, who was
a dedicated member of the Search &
Rescue Team, is presented annually
to a participant who shows exceptional
abilities to work as part of a team, is

able to make decisions under pressure,
has good problem solving skills, leadership skills, enthusiasm and commitment. With over 300 participants in the
DofE from the Western Isles, Aaron and
family were delighted to hear his name
being called out!
Aaron, along with school friends, has
recently passed the Silver Award, and
more recently passed his Gold Residential
Award, where a group from the Western
Isles took part in a sailing expedition
around the South West Coast of Scotland.
They had to learn the ropes, cook, clean,
man the deck, check forecasts, set sail
etc. All had a great time and all was going
well until they came a little too close for
comfort to an HMS Nuclear Submarine - a
quick visit from the Water Police soon had
them back on track - who was on watch at
the time... let’s not say.....!!
That would have made great headlines
- Duke of Edinburgh Expedition in near
miss with Her Majesty’s Nuclear Sub!
Aaron is a former pupil of Tong Primary
School, grandson of Murdo (Soda) and
Annie Mary Macdonald, 15B Aird Tong
and Christina Mary and the late Neil
(Spread) Macleod, 14 Coll.

Coll
Bereavement
Murdina Macdonald
The sympathy of the community goes
to Ina Murray and family, 13 Coll, on
the death of her sister in law Murdina
Macdonald, (nighean Dhòmhnaill
Chalan), the last surviving member of
the family. Murdina passed away at
the Western Isles Hospital after a short
illness, her nieces Isma Maclean and
Joan Etta Walker and families at 43 Coll
are also in our thoughts at this sad time.
Callum Morrison
We were saddened to hear of the passing in July of Callum Morrison of Michigan
who was married to Peggy Ulligan (who
during her childhood enjoyed many
happy visits to her parent's families in
Outend Coll). Callum who was originally
from South Bragar was 84 years and he
and Peggy were happily married for 55
years. Callum gained his apprenticeship
in the Glasgow shipyards and worked in
the Atomic Energy Plant before emigrating to America where he worked at the
Ford Motor Company as an Engineer.
Peggy and Callum visited all the cousins
in Outend Coll a couple of years ago.
Although in poor health he was determined to enjoy his time with friends and
family, reminiscing about his time spent
in Back with the Matheson family during
his three years in the Nicolson Institute.
We fondly remember Callum as a real
gentleman with a ready smile and he
and Peggy were wonderful company
during their visits home.
Our thoughts are with Peggy at this sad
time and also with the family at South
Bragar.

In Hospital
Best wishes to Ishbal Macleod, ‘Eitshal’,
42a Coll, and Etta Ann Macdonald, 76
Coll, who we hope are both progressing well after having knee replacement
surgery in the Golden Jubilee Hospital
in Glasgow. Best wishes also to Murdo
Morrison, 82 Coll, who has been in the
Western Isles Hospital we hope you are
feeling better. He is being lovingly cared
for by his niece Dollag, who has cared for
him since his return home from Australia.
At the time of writing Jan Carmichael,
‘Muirneag View’, 72 Coll, is in the
Western Isles Hospital. We hope you
are progressing well and that you will
soon be home.
Happy New Year
We hope all our readers had a lovely
Christmas, and a happy New Year to
you all – hopefully you are all free from
the colds and flu doing the rounds!
Congratulations
Congratulations to Hamish Mackenzie,
53b Coll, on passing his driving test
and to his parents, Liz and Simon
Mackenzie, on becoming grandparents
for the first time - to a wee boy, Ivan,
born to their daughter Laura and Jamie
in Stornoway - whom we hope don't
have too many sleepless nights!

Upper Coll

Junior Cross Country Runners
Congratulations go to Cara Macritchie, 12
Upper Coll, who came second in the Under
9s girls’ cross country running in Stornoway
in November. Maree Martin, 56 Upper Coll,
Coinneach and Hannah Stewart 19 Upper
Coll and Joel Graham, 13b Upper Coll also
took part. A great accomplishment for all
these young runners!
New Baby
Congratulations are sent to Daniel and
Helen Stewart, Edinburgh, on the birth
of their daughter, Grace Elizabeth on
3 January 2017. Grace is a third great
grandchild for Mrs Agnes Stewart, 19b
Upper Coll. We send our very best wishes to Daniel, Helen and baby Grace.
Charity Fundraising
The family of the late Mrs Alexina
Cumming recently contributed to a £150
hamper from Delights to raffle, raising
funds for Dun Eisdean and Macmillan.
Mrs Cumming, who passed away in April
2017 latterly resided in Dun Eisdean. The
fantastic sum of £800 was raised, £400
being donated to Dun Eisdean and £400
to Macmillan.The lucky winner of the
wonderful hamper of goodies was Joan
(Cab) Stewart, Stornoway.
Longer Days
At the time of writing, the days are visibly
stretching and we have been treated to
glorious sunrises and sunsets. We send
our best wishes to all who have been
ill at the end of 2017 and the beginning
of 2018 and hope that the knowledge
that spring is round the corner will put a
spring in our steps. (No pun intended!)
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Memories of....
Peat Cutting
On my weekly visits to Tolastadh Bho Tuath (North
Tolsta), a village where my parents were born and
brought up, before they emigrated to Gress in the
1930s. I cannot help thinking and noticing how the
moorland between both villages has changed in
my own generation. This part of the moor supplied
both villages with fuel to heat their homes, albeit
at a price (hard work), grazing for the sheep, the
cows and indeed any amount of trout from the
lochs. During the spring and summer months it
was a hive of activity. The first stage was turfing,
removing the turf to gain access to the bank and
this was followed by the cutting. The heather was covered
with slabs of black peat at all stages, from the cut material to
the lifting, rouagh, taking it to the road by wheel barrow or
by ladies with creels on their back carrying it to the roadside
where it was stacked, waiting for a lorry or tractor to transport
it home.
The first stage of cutting was a big day. Every house would
have at least three tarasgeir (peat iron) two people to each
tarasgeir that meant six manual workers cutting for each

Peats drying

household. To give the young reader of Loch a Tuath News
an idea of the activity in that area, I will give a breakdown of
figures. All tenants of Gress, between No 37 (Taigh Dan)
all the way to our own house No 21 (Taigh Jake), had peat
banks in this area. I can name all of them starting with Dan,
Murchadh Chalum, Alan Hector, Iain Bhic Uilleam, Dournie,
Beag, Corista Phean, Glen, Gida, Alex Shoggaidh, Domhnull
Shoggaidh, Maraig, Jake. Gress Lodge also had peat banks
there and now Dr Davis and Kinny are about the only two
who still use their peat banks. Later on, as the peat banks cut
at the back end of the
village by the Abhainn
Mhor became more
difficult to manage
and households like
Heitch No 29 and others from the Ceann a’
Muigh (out- end) of the
village opened peat
banks on the Tolsta
Road. If I add all these
up with six cutting for
each family I work it
out at 120 and that
is a conservative number. (I have A level in
maths)!!!
The first day out cutting the peat was a
great day for us
youngsters. There was
always a big feed at
 Cairistiona Phian & Janette with
mid day cooked on an
the peats in the background
open fire in the shelter
 Dr & Mrs Greig cutting the peats of a peat bank and
if I remember rightly
 Peat Stack
everyone had breakfast at the house they were cutting for, before leaving on
the journey to the moor. Many of the older generation were
grumpy old so and so’s who were so particular at the size
of the peats cut, the face of the peat bank had to be left
absolutely flat after the last line of peat was cut and the
person throwing the peat had to have them lying properly in
a line like soldiers on parade. The banter between couples
during this operation was worth listening to, everyone winding each other up. Saturday was usually peat cutting day
as during the week everyone was working elsewhere. The
younger generation who had been up town the night before
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again. No wonder I
left home at fifteen!!.
Should one want a
photographic stage
by stage of peat cutting my fund raising calendar of 2010
gives in detail the
procedure involved
in peat cutting!!
Going back to the
moorland, we must
not forget our cows
and sheep that grazed
on it. Again, every
household had at least
 Swannie's mother with a creel
one cow and several
 Swannie lifting peats
sheep. The cows were
taken to the moor
before we went to school and taken back home in the evenwere usually suffering with a hangover and not amused and
ing for milking.
sympathy was non-existent.
The task of drying the peat was not an easy one. This of
course depended on the weather. Some year’s bad weather
kept this procedure back and the work continued into the
harvest time. This created more work at a difficult time when
the corn and the hay had to be cut, dried and gathered. Lifting
the potatoes was also part of the gruelling regime, again not
an easy task especially with bad weather.

The sheep were rounded up by the men of the village a couple
of times a year and penned in the fank. The day of the fank
was also a busy day. Individuals were allocated a part of the
moor to gather the sheep, some would go as far as Muirneag,
others to Back and Tolsta moor and several down to Geola
Hola and the Creep. By early morning all sheep were rounded
up and penned in the fank at Beinn Chailean. After breakfast
shearing began, marking the sheep. The lamb’s ears were cut
and given a recognised mark and some were castrated- not
a job one could with false teeth!!!! Aaa! I suggest the younger
reader ask their granddad how this was done.

I have not finished with the peats yet. The next stage was taking them home once transport was arranged. This was again
a strenuous day especially for the women who had to look
after the children and mealtimes. All the neighbours helped
each other to fill the tractor or lorry, not a pleasant job especially with the dreaded midges around. Two men were used to
build and style the load into a pyramid shape and if it ended up
lopsided there was a lot of mickey- taking, more so if the load
happened to fall off and it failed to reach its destination. A little
story comes to mind when Mardo and his father Domhnall
Shoggaidh (a God fearing man) were on top shaping the
load. Mardo like all the rest of the Gress boys had been up
town the night before. Poor Mardo happened to “burp” (accidently)!!! beside his father who quietly said “A Mhurchaidh
one more of these burps and I will be drunk myself”.
Domhnall was a lovely man with a dry sense of humour. My
own parents used to cut five lorry loads of peat, this lasted for
the winter and up until the following season when it all started

The main purpose of my article is to do with peat. The moorland I am referring is now empty of people, empty of sheep
and empty of cattle. One piece of equipment/machinery has
done away with all the labour intensified work of peat cutting.
As you drive to Tolsta it stands out in the skyline above everything else and even when at sea it is an ideal land mark,
the wind turbine at the top of Glen Tolsta. This one turbine not
only helps with their heating; it pays the villagers a dividend
every year so they can sit in their cosy arm chairs and dream
of peat. One has to congratulate the committee of Tolsta
Development Company who are responsible for this.

The empty moor

Glen Tolsta Wind Turbine

Hands up who wants to go back to the old days?!
J. Murray
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From the Manse
Ordinary and Extraordinary
With the holiday season now firmly behind us I am sure we
have all got back into our ordinary daily routines. I am often
intrigued by hearing of the very extraordinary daily routines
of famous individuals from the past.
Beethoven, the famous German composer, would start
every day with coffee. That might sound very ordinary to you
and I but what was extraordinary was that he would ensure
that the coffee would consist of sixty beans per cup – and
sometimes he would count them to be precise!
John Milton (1608-1674), regarded as one of the preeminent
writers in the English language would apparently start every
day by listening to an aide read him the Bible for 30 minutes
and then go on to compose as many lines as he could from
memory.
In reading the Bible we meet with one who was definitively
extraordinary. Jesus once met with a man who was paralysed and had been brought to Him by his friends. In front
of a packed audience Jesus forgave the sin of the man and
also instructed him to rise and walk. When the man did
exactly as Jesus commanded the reaction of the onlookers
is described by Luke:
And amazement seized them all, and they glorified God and
were filled with awe, saying, "We have seen extraordinary
things today." (Luke 5:26, ESV)
This should not really surprise us as this is the God of the
extraordinary. He created the universe out of nothing by the
word of His power. He parted the sea and walked on it. He
healed, restored and raised back to life.
But before thinking we are too ‘ordinary’ for God we must
remember He takes that which is ordinary and uses it for His
extraordinary purposes. He used someone with a temper,
and a fear of speaking, to lead His people out of slavery
in Egypt. He called a shepherd boy, the youngest of eight
sons, to be a great King over His people.
I am sure we all have our own ‘ordinary’ daily routines that
are specific to ourselves. Perhaps we don’t count our coffee
beans in the morning or begin a day with a memory test.
My prayer is that as we start this new year we would meet
the extraordinary God in His word, trust in Him by faith and
come to see how He can use us for His extraordinary and
glorious purposes.
David F
Macdonald

February Service Times
A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the community to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services
in Back and Tong during February 2017 are as follows:

Back
Sunday
11am:		
11am:		
6pm:		

4 February
Rev Calum I Macleod
Rev Donald A Macdonald		
Rev David F Macdonald

Sunday
11am:		
11am:		
6pm:		

11 February
Rev David F Macdonald
Rev Calum I Macleod		
Rev Calum I Macleod

(Gaelic)

(Gaelic)

Sunday 18 February
11am:		 Rev David F Macdonald (Sty Communion w/e)
6pm:		 Rev Donald A Macdonald
Sunday
11am:		
11am:		
6pm:		

25 February
Rev David F Macdonald
Rev Calum I Macleod
Rev Calum I Macleod

(Gaelic)

Tong Mission House
Sunday 4 February
11am:

Rev David F Macdonald

Sunday 11 February
6pm: 		

Mr Iain A Mackinnon			

(Gaelic)

Sunday 18 February
11am:

NO SERVICE			

(Sty Communion)

Sunday 25 February
6pm: Mr Neil Murray			

(Gaelic)
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Remembrance Sunday
Blue skies in between showers as the community gathered at Back War Memorial on Remembrance Sunday, 12th November

Field of Memories - 1946
News of the passing of Dr Norman Murray in
Aberdeen last November evoked a sense of nostalgia among the older generation who remember
his contribution to Back FC's League Winning
team of 1946, widely regarded as the greatest side
in the club's history. Of this team only Alex John
Macaskill survives - aged 96 he lives with his family in England. The first Lewis Football League to be
played following the end of WW2 was to be the first
of six occasions (to date!) that Back were crowned
League Champions. The following account of the
final s of that memorable campaign is taken from
the book commemorating the 75th Anniversary of
the club which was published in 2008.
Back won the 1946 league on a waterlogged pitch
at Stornoway Airport. The referee declared the pitch unplayable and 'Milo' Murray offered to transport both teams and
supporters to Goathill Park, free of charge. The Rudhachs however wanted the game played there and then, so battle was commenced for the league decider. It turned out to be arguably the best game of football ever played by the
club, certainly the best result ever achieved as they rattled home five goals without reply. The report in the Stornoway
Gazette begins: "I am asked to state at the outset that there is no truth in the story that the Point Football Team management have applied to Westminster to have Point declared a disaster area as from last Wednesday" and ends: "The
saddest casualty was a Rudhach who, on hearing the score, began a two day celebration. Only at the end of the second
day did it occur to him to ask who scored the five - his doctors are slightly more hopeful today"
The above extracts were from the able pen of John Murdo Macmillan, who on a later occasion quipped "By Bayble's
streams we sat and wept"
The photograph below shows the eleven players who clinched Back's first League title:
Back Row: - George Stewart (Seoras Sheoidhein), 2 Back (Club Secretary); Angus Murray (Priogaisean), 52 Vatisker;
George Mackay (Seoras a' Cheic), 28 Gress; Alex M Macleod (Alex Murdo Ullag), 40 Coll; John Graham (Iain Ailig
Alasdair Bhig), 9 Gress; David Murray (Dai Phoisein), 7 Upper Coll; Alfred Kelly, 2 Back; John Stewart (an Caimbeul),
29 Gress (Team Manager)
Front Row: - John Maclennan (Iain a' Ghrass), 42 Back; Murdo MacDonald (Moley Choinnich Toimeasean), 3 Upper
Coll; Alex John Macaskill (Ailig John Sheorais a' Bhideanaich), Lighthill; Norman Murray (Tormod Sheumais), 52
Vatisker; Murdo Macleod (Murchadh Aonghais Dhomhnaill), 47 Vatisker
Four of the Back team played for the Lewis Select side that won a famous victory over Ross County in Dingwall in
1946 by seven goals to five. They were John Graham, Alex Murdo Macleod, Alex John Macaskill and Murdo Macleod.
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World War II Christmas Card

A Christmas card from ‘Uilleam Beag’ Morrison,
formerly 34 Gress, and later Parkend, sent to
No 40 Gress in 1944, from HMS Proserpine.

 Uilleam Beag Morrison

Many thanks to Swannie for sending it in to us.

Curious Prisoner of War Letter Extracts
Alastair Macfarlane was a Merchant Seaman whose ship MV British Petrol was sunk by a German raider
disguised as Swedish in 1940. He spent the rest of the War as a German prisoner. The PoWs received some
curious letters from home. Below are extracts which Alastair recorded.
Jack, you were missing a month so I got married.
The first batch of repats arrived today terribly maimed. I hope you are in the next.
Sandals are very hard to get here so I'm sending you the coupons to buy them yourself.
I'm glad you got shot down before flying became dangerous.
Don't lose heart, darling. You are nearly round the bend now.
My darling, I am enclosing a postal order so you can buy some chocolate.
Darling Andrew, I hope you are staying true to me.
I hope you are behaving yourself at dances and not drinking too much.
Darling, I've just married your Father, love Mother.
I am going to Kent in two weeks' time. Do you mind? Write and let me know.
Are all the German girls good dancers?
George is in Stalag V11B. Can you pop round and see him sometime?
(October letter) In your May letter you asked for slippers. What colour would you like?
(From an American) My grandmother lives in Germany. Have you met her yet?
Although Alastair's recollections of prison life contain much that is grim, clearly there were some lighter
moments!

12

Sradagan
Thathas air buidheann Sradgan ùr a stèidheachadh ann an sgìre Loch a
Tuath - Sradagan Loch a Tuath. Se clubaichean òigridh, far am bheil na curseachadan air an cumail gu tur sa Ghàidhlig a th’ ann an Sradagan, agus
tha iad airson clann aois bun-sgoile. Bithear a’ cleachdadh spòrs, geamannan agus diofar ealain agus tha e a’ toirt cothrom dhan daoine òga an cuid
Gàidhlig a chleachdadh taobh a-muigh na sgoile.
Bidh Sradagan Loch a Tuath ga chumail gach dàrna Diciadain, ann an Talla
Thunga, eadar 6f agus 7f, agus thèid fàilte a chuir air òigridh a tha airson a
fhrithealadh.
Ma tha ceist agaibh no tuilleadh fiosrachaidh a dhìth, coimheadaibh air duilleag facebook 'Sradagan Loch a Tuath' no cuiribh fios gu Màiri air 01851
701802 / MairiG@cnag.org.
A new Sradagan group has been established in Loch a Tuath
-Sradagan Loch a Tuath. Sradagan are youth clubs for primary
school aged children, where all the activities are conducted
entirely in Gaelic. Using a variety of games, sports and crafts,
Sradagan provide an opportunity for young people to use their
Gaelic outwith school.
Sradagan Loch a Tuath meet fortnightly, in Tong Hall, on
Wednesdays from 6pm-7pm and a warm invitation is extended to primary school children throughout the community.
For further information please find our Facebook page
‘Sradagan Loch a Tuath’ or contact Mairi on 01851 701802 /
MairiG@cnag.org.

Musical Success

Rhys Macritchie, 12
Upper Coll, is a member of the Lewis and
Harris Youth Concert
Band in which he plays
the trumpet.

Concert Hall in March
and this is the first time
a concert band from the
islands has qualified for
the finals.

The band recently qualified for the Scottish
Concert Band Festival
Finals after competing
in Stirling in November;
the final competition will
be held in Perth Royal

This is a great accolade for the band and
we wish Rhys and all
the band members
well and look forward
to hearing how it all
goes!

Deasbad Nàiseanta nan Àrd Sgoiltean
The Nicolson Institute A team were the winners of the National Gaelic Debating
Competition 2017.
Sixteen teams from all over Scotland took part. The boys emerged victorious
after debating in the final with Lochaber High School.
John Alasdair Bain (Gress) and Calum Maclennan (Gress) impressed the judges
to emerge as champions at the Scottish Parliament. Both teams in the final were
extremely lively and effective in their debating skills.
The previous evening, the boys beat Gairloch High School in the semi-final at
BBC Scotland headquarters in Glasgow in what was also a lively debate.
Congratulations to John Alasdair and Calum on their achievement.
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Back Football and Recreation Club - What’s on in February?
December saw us host
our first Christmas Fayre
in partnership with Back
Community Council. What
a fantastic turn out we
had, thanks to everyone
who came along or had a
stall, we hope to see you
all again next year.
January has seen us
getting busy with fitness
classes and getting the
gym upgraded, helping
you all with your new
year’s resolutions hopeCo-op Community Fund 
fully. We have some new
At the annual football prizegiving, Louis Macdonald won 
machines arriving very Most Improved Player. Craig Macleod won U21 Player of the
soon and by the time you
Year, Senior Player of the Year & Players' Player of the Year
read this our new keycard
access system should be installed and ready to go.
and changing facilities for the gym in the coming months.
The new system is funded by the Coop Community Fund
which will allow us to offer 24hr access (Mon-Sat) to gym
members for a £50 annual membership fee. The ability to get
a workout in before or after work is already proving popular.
The Coop funding will also allow us to install new showers

Gym inductions are available for booking through our
online system or just give Terri a ring in the office.
We have a Race Night coming the proceeds from which
will be put towards our Celebrations for International
Women’s Day in March and Easter Family Fun Day.

Dates for your diary:
Beginners Bowls
Race Night
Fitness Classes
Circuits Class
Yoga

Fridays, 1pm
Saturday 3rd February
Thursday, 10-11am
Wednesdays, 5:45-6:45pm
5 week block starts 6th February

Archery

Wednesdays, 7-9pm

Bowls

Thursdays, 7:30-9:30

Bike Club
Fri Football Tournaments
Book Club
International Women's Day
Family Fun

Thursdays, 12-3pm
Fridays, 3:30-5pm for Nicolson pupils
Last Wednesday of the month, 7pm
Saturday 10th March
Monday 2nd April

The Funeral Fund Association
The Christmas and New Year period is traditionally the time
when the annual membership fee for the Funeral Fund is collected around our district. The Funeral Fund Association for Lewis
Fishermen and Women was established in 1904 at a time when
there were hundreds of Lewis men and women employed in the
fishing industry at ports all over Britain. Given their harsh working
conditions there were inevitable fatalities and the introduction of
this fund considerably eased the financial burden upon bereaved
families in arranging for the funeral of their loved ones to take place
on Lewis. Since then the membership has been extended to allow
the descendants of the original families and their spouses to be
included. An additional condition for entry to the association is that
members must be over one year of age and under fifty five years
when they are first registered.
For an annual fee, currently £1.50 per person, the Funeral Fund
will pay up to £1,200 for the remains of deceased members to be
conveyed to Lewis in the event of their death occurring elsewhere

in the United Kingdom or in the Republic of Ireland. The maximum
payment consists of a sum of up to £800 for the conveyance of the
remains and up to £400 for the cost of a coffin. Should a member
die outwith the United Kingdom or Ireland and their remains be
brought back to Lewis the maximum sum payable remains at
£1,200. In recent years the fund's existence has benefitted those
who have moved away from the island as well as several local
families whose loved ones have passed away while on the mainland. In instances where someone dies having been transferred to
a mainland hospital by the Western Isles Hospital the conveyance
element of the cost incurred is borne by the local Health Board.
It is expected that later this year the payments will be collected
from the beginning of November. This earlier start will no doubt
suit many of the collectors who this year endured adverse weather
conditions as they negotiated their way around ice-bound roads
and pavements, particularly between Christmas and New Year.
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Sgoil a’ Bhac
Remembrance Day
Mairi Smith and Calum Macrae represented the school at
this year’s remembrance service by laying a wreath at
the War Memorial.
Bethesda Hospice Fund raiser
Each year we are fortunate to have a Christmas
cake donated to the school by a family within the
community, to be raffled. This year the amount
raised was £148 and along with the door collection
a total of £503.75 was raised with the proceeds
going to Bethesda.

 Remembrance Day
Sensory Afternoon

Parent Council Raffles
We were grateful to the Parent Council who organised the
raffle of a selection of beautiful hampers and other goodies
which raised a total of £603. We thank them for their work in
organising this. All proceeds from the hampers will go to school
funds.
Shared Values
Pupils were working in groups with the Head Teacher to develop
the shared values for the school.

EP1/2 held a sensory afternoon
on Wednesday 6th December.
They invited Mums and Dads along
for lots of messy play. Lots of fun was
had playing with the snow, ice, water
beads, moon sand, space water and more!!
Christmas Assembly

As a school we gathered together for our Christmas assembly
and were very pleased to have Rev David MacDonald with us

Daffodils

Sensory Afternoon

Shared
Values

to lead it. We sang some of our favourite carols, Joy to the World,
Away in a Manger and Alleluia. We had Musical input by Laura
Tearse and Anya Rogers from our brass group, who accompanied
us in singing Silent Night.

December Achievers
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Our readings were from Matthew 2: v 1-12 and Luke 2: 8-20 and
were ably read by Mairi Smith, Glenn Martin, Caitlin MacLeod,
Calum Macrae, Seumas Murray and Daniel MacLeod.
Jumper Day
We held our annual Christmas Jumper day and raised a total of
£113.50 for Save the Children.

Christmas Jumper Day

Christmas Assembly

Christmas Concert - Christmas at the Movies
This year’s Christmas concert theme was Christmas at the Movies. Each class chose a Christmas movie and
based their performance around the movie chosen. The pupils put on an excellent and varied programme and
the audience was entertained with singing and enthusiastic acting throughout. All pupils and staff were involved
in making this a very successful evening.
See our
elves from
E/GP 1 & 2

Sgoil Araich - Seall an Sneachda
GP1/2 (Elf) - Glagan Binn
GP1/2 & EP1/2 - Tha Santa Claus a’ tighinn don tir/Santa Claus
is coming to town
EP1/2 (The Polar Express) - Here comes Santa Claus
EP3/4 (The Polar Express) - Hot Chocolate + When Christmas
comes to town.
GP3/4 (Jingle All the Way) - Glagan Binn + Ruith, Ruith Rudolph
EP5/6 (The Wizard of Oz) - We’re off to see the Wizard + Over
the Rainbow
GP5/6/7 (The Santa Claus) - Na Laithean ron na Nollaig
EP6/7 (Home Alone) - Run, Run Rudolph + Rocking around the
Christmas Tree
Brass Band (Silent Night) - Anya Rogers, Daniel Macleod &
Murdo Macdonald
EP3/4 star
in The Polar
Express.

Seo an sgoil Araich a’ seinn Seall an sneachda.
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Tong School
Roving Reporters
Naomi, Rhia, Shian and Freya are our
reporters for the first Tong School
News of 2018. Well done, girls.
Christmas Lunch
The whole school gathered together for our delicious Christmas dinner on
Wednesday, 6th December. It
was fun to pull crackers, share
jokes and enjoy a yummy meal with
friends. Thank you to Anna, Fiona, Amanda
and Jessie for preparing, cooking and serving
another tasty Christmas meal.

◄ +  Thumbs up for
Christmas lunch!

Christmas Fair
A very successful Christmas fair was held at the school
on Thursday, 30th November. Each class made items
to sell and small businesses were also invited along to
sell their products. There were fun stalls where prizes
could be won and arts and crafts activities were available in the P1/2 classroom. The event was organised by
our Parent Council and all pupils and staff wish to add
a huge message of thanks to this group for their hard
work. We particularly thank Mrs Lynne Rough for planning, making fun games and organising volunteers. Mairi
(P7) and Taylor (P2) switched on the Christmas lights
which made the school look so warm and welcoming.
Show Stopping Performances
There was a buzz in Tong Hall on 13th December
as the curtains rose for both performances of our
annual Christmas concert. We had a large
audience for both the afternoon and evening performances. As the audience filed
in, the scene was set by Ruby, Shian,
Neve and Naomi playing guitar,
Joel playing the piano and Edith
playing the harp.
The show was opened with
the English nursery and their
fabulous
performance
of
‘When Santa got Stuck up the
Chimney’. Sgoil Araich and GM
1 and 2 followed this with a funny
play telling about Santa’s cold. We
were amazed by their loud voices! Next

came P1/2 with a poem about the famous reindeer called
Rudolph. They also sang about Rudolph in English and
Gaelic. After that, P2/3/4 wowed the audience with
‘Sleigh Ride’. P5/6 took to the stage with ‘I Wish it could
be Christmas Every Day’ and they really proved
their point! Next P6/7 entertained everyone with
‘Step into Christmas. Then it was a chance for
the whole school to sing together. We joined
together to sing ‘A Righ Nan Ainglean’
(‘King of the Angels’) and ‘Lean on me’
was a fitting finale.
We are grateful to the musical tuition
we received from Mr MacIver, Mr
Murray, Mr Woods and Mr Macleod.
Thank you to all who supported the
event and gave such encouraging
and positive feedback.
Special Visitor

Mr Calum Martin (Murdo’s seanair)
◄ Reach for the Stars door
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visited the Gaelic playroom to play his guitar
and sing songs. All the children really enjoyed
the Music session.
Christmas Parties
All Christmas parties were held on Wednesday,
20th December. Great fun was had by all as we
played party games and had some sweet treats.
Santa Claus managed to visit all five parties and
he received a rousing welcome!
End of Year Assembly
Reverend Calum Iain Macleod and Reverend
David Macdonald both led our final assembly
of 2017. A loaf of bread seemed like a strange
item to have at a
Christmas assembly,
but we discovered that
Bethlehem
means
‘house of bread’ in the
Hebrew language.
We were joined by
parents, friends and
Mr Maclennan and Mr
Macleod from Tong
Mission House. Mr
Macleod addressed
the whole school
with his customary
warm words and wise
advice.
Mr Macleod also presented Mrs Mackay with a generous monetary gift on behalf of Tong Mission House.
Pupils and staff are very appreciative of this kind gift and
also the on-going support from Tong Mission House,
Reverend Macleod and Reverend Macdonald.

 Nursery children on
stage at the Christmas
concert
◄ Mr Martin with GM 1+2
and the Gaelic Nursery

New Year
Resolutions
The New Year is a
good time to introduce changes and
try new challenges.
Shian asked some
children in the playground to share their
resolutions for 2018. Here are some of our challenges:
• I want to be more active (Mairi, P7)
• I want to spend more time exploring Lewis (Lucy, P6)
• I am going to try to get outside more (Rosie,
P5)
• I want to learn how you change gears in a
car (Jamie, P7)
• I would like to learn more Gaelic (Robyn, P1)
• I would like to play darts (Calum, GM1)
P5/6 have been discussing their New Year
resolutions and brightly decorated their classroom door with their new challenges. The
reach for the stars message has inspired us
all.

◄ Santa with P1 and 2
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BACK
PHARMACY
VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION
AND DELIVERY SERVICE
TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE
Access Roads, Site Clearances,
Foundations, Drainage,
Landscaping Etc…
22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis
Tel: 01851820687
Mob: 07733067524
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Bowls

On the 9th of December 36 bowlers were selected to take
part in the Carpet World competition, but only 35 braved the elements
to take part. With the weather predicted the players from Breasclete and Bernera
opted out at the beginning of the week, but Duncan managed to persuade other bowlers to play.

The competition is played as a round robin, with two sections of six teams of triples, but due to the weather,
one team had to play with two players.
The early play looked promising for all the teams, as the teams were evenly matched in both sections, but as
the play went on it became apparent that two or three teams from each section were gaining the advantage
- but at the lunch break there were two teams in each section had forged ahead. With the teams 3~6 from
section one, and from section two 9-10 had the advantage. After the lunch break of soup and sandwiches
- which was thoroughly enjoyed by all - compliments to those who provided all the fare that was provided.
The next phase of the competition was just as competitive, but at the end of the round it was still the two
teams from section one and two who went through to the semis. The draw for the semis was made, and it
was team 3 against team 10, and team 6 playing team 9. The semis were nip and tuck, but it was team 3
comprising of Mark MacDonald, B Ferguson and Angus Murray that went through against team 9, with Jackie
MacKay, Lawerence MacDonald and D A Stewart. At the end of the finals, it was team 3 that won by the
narrowest of margins, winning by 6-5. It could have gone either way, but as always there has to be a winner.
We all retired to the function room, after putting all the equipment away and, as always, W A Morrison
presented the trophy to the winners, and the booby prize to the runners up!
It was then eyes down for the raffle, and what an array of prizes to be won! Before the draw D
MacLean thanked everyone who took part, and also those who provided the
eats and refreshments, not forgetting the sponsors of the competition. All
in all a great day’s bowling and everyone was looking forward
to the next competition - the Haggis Trophy - which
is to be held on Saturday 27th January
at the same venue.

y
h
p
o
r
T
Breacan
Back Bowling Club held the annual Breacan trophy on
Boxing Day. The winners were James Macleod and Henry
Macinnes who beat DA Macleod and Alex Cummings in the
final. The day was topped off by some fine music from Willie
Macdonald on the accordion.

RMk

22 Francis Street
Stornoway
Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

tel: 01851 704949

www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers
● Business & Personal
● Excellent Service

ADVICE
YOU CAN
T R U S T
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Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire
available now
Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers
Cement mixer
Pressure Washer
Hedge Trimmer etc etc
Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:
07899 011 559

Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements
Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets
A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles
Credit and Debit Cards Accepted
Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI AND COURIERS
24 Hour Service Guaranteed
70 4444
Airport, Ferry, Contracts,Tours
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Dr Norman Murray 1926 - 2017
Norman was born at 52 Vatisker, Tigh a' Ghobha, in January 1926.
He was the third child in Mor and Seumas Murray's family of six.
Norman excelled as a student in Back School but he loved nothing
more than to play football with his friends Kenny Murdo Sgaoisidh
from Gress, Titan from Upper Coll and Aonghas Gheadaidh
(an Caiptein) from Back. Nearly everyone had a nickname at
that time and his was Ramo, although it was seldom used later.
Norman was awarded a bursary to attend the Nicolson Institute
in 1939 when war broke out. Although quiet and shy by nature
Norman made many good and lasting friends at the Nicolson and
continued to study hard and to play football! He was a skilled
and creative football player and was chosen for the first Lewis
Select side to play on the Mainland. In 1944 he went to Aberdeen
University to study medicine and in 1945 he joined the Fleet Air
Army but he was fortunately not called up as hostilities ended.
In 1950 Norman married Gertrude Petrie in Aberdeen and they
moved to the City of York where he began his medical career in
General Practice. With no car available Norman made his house
calls on foot, bicycle or by bus. They enjoyed York but an opening
came up in Cambridge to join a fellow Lewisman, Dr Donald
Cameron (North Tolsta), in practice. Norman and Gert were
soon blessed with a family, Neil, Alistair and Norman and later, a
daughter, Anne. Norman was a diligent and dedicated doctor and
built up a good practice in Cambridge. After spending some time
in Leicester he, like many other Leodhasaich, found the call of
home irresistible and moved back to Stornoway to join Dr Donald
MacDonald (Donny Froggan). Norman worked conscientiously
for his patients in the town area and in the surrounding villages,
mostly in Point where he is still fondly remembered after so many
years. His last move took him back to Aberdeen where he worked
until retirement in 1994. Norman and Gert sadly lost two much
loved sons, Norman and more recently, Alistair. Norman was
predeceased by his elder brother Angus (Priogaisean), sisters
Mary Anne and Margaret, and is survived by brothers Neil at The
Anvil and Duncan in Canada. Norman was very kind and loving
and his family were the most important part of his life. He visited

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE
LOCH A TUATH NEWS

AN IDEAL GIFT

Back annually and loved using and sharing
the language, history and culture of his
homeland.
Norman passed away peacefully on 26th
November in Cults, Aberdeen aged 91
years. We extend our heartfelt sympathy
to his widow Gert and daughter Anne
in Aberdeen, son Neil and daughter in
law Annie Vera in Norway, daughters in
law Mairi and Jane, grandchildren Andrew,
Lewis, Donna and Ailsa and their families
and his brothers Neil and Duncan.
(Contributed)
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY
TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242
QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER
OF QUALITY

Independent Financial
Advisers
Donald Martin
Succession Group Ltd,
based within CIB,
63 Kenneth Street, Stornoway.
HS1 2DS.

(t) 01851 701212
MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL
STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

(e) donald.martin@successiongroup.co.uk
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First Registration of a Croft
Mrs Carolyn Anne Hudson has registered
her croft 53A Coll, Isle of Lewis on the
Crofting Register held by the Registers of
Scotland.
Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish
Land Court by 5 September 2018.
Details of the registration can be found at
www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.The
croft registration number is R3841.

First Registration of a Croft
Mr Murdo Martin has registered his
croft 63 Back, Isle of Lewis on the
Crofting Register held by the Registers
of Scotland.
Any person who wishes to challenge the
registration may apply to the Scottish
Land Court by 29 August 2018.
Details of the registration can be found
at www.crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home.
The croft registration number is R3618.

LOCH A' TUATH
COMMUNITY HUT
AGM
Monday 19th February
8pm
All welcome
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Back Senior Citizens
Christmas Lunch
On Saturday 13 December, the annual Back Senior Citizens
Christmas Lunch took place at the Caladh Inn, Stornoway.
A lovely time was had by all, with good food and good
company! Entertainment was also thoroughly enjoyed
- Katy Graham & Katy Finlayson sang beautifully, also
Coisir Sgir’ a’ Bhac - accompanied by David Maclennan
on guitar for some songs – including a Gaelic version of
Make Your Way to Stornoway! John A Maciver performed a
very moving song he had written in memory of his mother, and
Rev C I Macleod closed with precenting Psalm 23 in Gaelic. A big
thank you to all involved for a most enjoyable afternoon.

Join us next
month for some
photos of the Tong
Senior Citizens
Christmas Lunch!
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The Mackenzie Family, 26 Back
Teaghlach Iain Thormoid
The following montage of photographs shows the six
sons of John and
Christina Mackenzie,
26 Back. The sepia
coloured picture was
in the possession
of the late Bellan
Mackenzie who gave
it to her nephew
William Mackenzie
(Uilleam Hannah)
and he has kindly
lent it to Loch a Tuath
News for inclusion in
this month's edition.
Pictured in the top left
is John (Seonaidh
Iain Thormoid) who
married Catherine
Martin, 63 Back
(Katag Solid) on 20
November 1947, the
date on which the
Queen and Duke of
Edinburgh were also
married. Seonaidh
ran a butcher's business and lived in
Newmarket.
In the top right is
John (Iain Beag)
who was married to
Hannah Martin, 17
Vatisker (Hannah Alasdair a’ Chobie). The young couple lived in Laxdale prior to buying Reay Cottage in
Back in 1951. Sadly Iain passed away later that year
aged 46 and never lived in their newly acquired property. Almost thirty years after her death Reay Cottage

is still known locally as Taigh Hannah.
In
the
centre
are Norman and
Donald.
Tormod
Iain Thormoid married Joan Macleod,
5 Aird Tong (Seonag
Tidsear) and lived in
Detroit, USA. Donald
also emigrated and
lived with his wife
Gwen in Windsor,
Ontario, Canada.
The bottom left photo
is of Donald (Dollan
Iain Thormoid) who
lived at 26 Back
with his wife Bellann
Murray, 21 Back
(Bellann
Lididh).
Shown in his naval
uniform he worked in
the Merchant Navy
following service with
the RNR in World
War 2.
The final photograph is of John
Angus who, following his war service,
also embarked on a
seafaring career and
emigrated to New Zealand before settling in Sydney,
Australia.
There were two daughters in the family: Catherine and
Dolina, both of whom died young pre-WW1.

Ha llo we en
Pa rty
There were some spooky goings on
at the Loch a Tuath Community Hut
at Halloween!
A very enjoyable night was had by
all - a big thank you to everyone from
all the villages who organised and
contributed to a fantastic party for all
the kids (and adults!!).
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Angus B MacNeil MP
Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome
Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street
Stornoway
Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272
E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk

Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office
20 Kenneth Street
Stornoway
Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DR
Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767
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Back in Time
Home on Leave
The evening service in Back Free Church on Sunday was conducted by Rev Mr Macleod, who is at present staying in the
district. There was a very large congregation and Mr Macleod’s
sermon was much appreciated.
Obituaries
The entire community was deeply moved when it became
known on Monday, 2nd February, that the death had occurred
of two of their fellow villagers in the prime of life. The death
of Isabella Maclennan, only daughter of Mrs Maclennan of
38 Upper Coll, Back, now residing at Stornoway, took place
in the County Hospital on Sun, 1st February. 27 years of age,
Isabella has been in failing health for some years, but on more
than one occasion, by dint of persevering and sustained efforts
she recovered sufficiently to be up and about at home. A lovely
girl, Isabella bore her sufferings with cheerfulness and patience,
and she faced death calmly with a sure knowledge that for her,
at last, the sunshine was breaking through the clouds. She was
buried in the family burying ground in the Braigh Cemetery, the
funeral taking place from Upper Coll. The deep sympathy of the
community is extended to her mother, now left alone.
The death of John, elder son of the late Mr and Mrs Angus
Macleod, 35 Back, occurred on Monday 2nd February. He was
43 years of age and he also had not been in good health for some
time, although it was not thought that the end was so close at
hand. Of a quiet peaceful disposition, John was one who would
give offence to none, and he had a quality for making and keeping
friends, his sincerity and loyalty serving as an introduction to deep
and lasting friendship. With his relatives, these friends mourn his
passing, and they extend their sympathy to his sisters at home and
away and to his brother who is at present at sea. The funeral took
place to Gress Cemetery and was very largely attended.
Accidental Death
The heartfelt sympathy of the community is extended to Mrs
John Smith, Upper Coll, Back, who’s husband, a native of
Ness was accidentally killed on board MV “Loch Seaforth” last
week. Mrs Smith who is left with a young family of three, is at
present staying at Upper Coll in her parent’s home.
The Late Miss Annie Macleod
The death occurred at Back recently of Miss Annie Macleod,
daughter of the late Mr and Mrs Norman Macleod, 37 Vatisker,
Back. She was 61, In 1944 she underwent a major operation
in the Lewis Hospital, and since then was in failing health,
although she managed to be up and about doing all she could,
until the last three months. She always had a cheery word for
everyone, and both old and young around her regarded her with
real affection. Her passing is much mourned. She bore her illness with calm fortitude, and passed away peacefully. To her
sorrowing sisters and brothers who survive her, the deep sympathy of the community is extended. There was a large attendance
at the funeral which took place to Gress Cemetery.
Feet For The Ice
During the recent icy spell, when all the village roads were
dangerously slippery, there were many anxious moments,
and frightening lurches, and quite a few nasty spills. But like
all other unpleasant things, the ice-bound state of the roads

January/February 1948
provided some lighter moments, chiefly by the strange variety
of outfits and accoutrements used to help keep upright. The
older ladies of Back have taken little if any part in the recent
longer-skirt controversy, and on the subject of modern hats, they
content themselves with brief, if somewhat pungent comments,
but on the subject of what to wear for the ice they are right to the
fore. There are two camps of thought - those favouring “bonnags” for wear over their shoes, and those favouring the “bat”
for support after the fashion of mountain guides. The two chief
tips to those being initiated into the art of bonnags or “bats” are
that bonnags must be thick, and “bats” are better with a nail
stuck in the head. While the chic young things are doubtful of
the “new look” effect of bonnags over “wedgies” and prefer to
go without, the cailleachs are able to get along at quite a fair
speed. In spite of our fear of being forced (through the disobedience of our feet to stay where they are put), to sit on the ground
with a bang, we cannot but each icy season remember and take
joy in the memory, of having had a ringside seat watching two
ladies - one a staunch advocate of the “bonnags” and the other
firmly clutching her “bat” and both well past the first bloom of
youth, set out on an expedition to resue a youngster ice-bound
in a village shop. They collected the milk on their way, and were
getting on famously until the “bonnags” and the “bat” failed to
do their stuff and they went sprawling, the milk pail going clattering down the brae.
Home From South Africa
On a visit home for the first time in ten years is Mrs Mary
Daniel, nee Ferguson, who has come to see her parents at 2
Gress, Back. Mrs Daniel is married in Durban, South Africa
and she has brought her baby daughter home with her. During
the war her husband spent some of his leaves in Gress and
greatly enjoyed his visits there. We hope that the warmth of
the welcome Mrs Daniel has received from her many friends in
the district will to some extent make up for the coldness of the
weather we have been having since she arrived.
Welcome Stranger
This New Year was paradoxically probably one of the quietest
and one of the best enjoyed. Where in past years the general
inclination seemed to be to stay up town until the last bus for
fear of missing any unusual occurrences in the “big city”, this
year all seemed intent, probably, because of the cold and sleet,
on getting home early, and welcoming in the New Year at their
own firesides. “First-footing” was also popular but over all the
festivity there seemed to be an air of quietness, and even the
youngsters, who, as a gesture towards the New Year, removed
gates and barrows left outside by the unwary, seemed to be
doing it this year more in the light of time-worn tradition than
as a prank. In fact we have it on good authority that so troubled
were the consciences of one group that they returned all they
had removed before the New Year came in. This lack of naughtiness is one of the few good things one can attribute to the
“pointing” of oatmeal. No porridge, no pranks.
On Leave and Demobbed
Home on leave recently were Corporal John Macdonald, RAF,
27 Gress; and Murdo Macdonald, Army, Gress; Murdo Maciver,
Army, 46 Back; William Macdonald, Army, Church Street,
Back and Angus Murray, Army, 9 Back. Angus Maclennan,
New Street, Back has been demobbed from the Airforce.
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 Congratulations to Colin Macleod and Dr Rachel Goodma
the
and
Park,
Vatisker
20
,
Macleod
Ivor
Colin is the son of the late
grandson of the late Norman Macleod, 4 New Street, Back.
 Sister Claire (Gress)
Aaron F Macleod (Tong) 

Angela Mackay, on behalf of
Macmillan, receives a cheque from
Chrissie Graham, in memory of Mrs
Alexina Cumming (Upper Coll) 

 Four Generations: Mrs Chirsty Ann
Macarthur with her late husband Angus
(Bomie), their daughter Dolina, grandson
Douglas and great-grandson Andrew. The
photo was taken at 50 Back in October 2017.

Finlay & Mary Stewa
rt, 30

Back

Joan Stewart, winner of the raffle raising 
funds for Dun Eisdean and Macmillan,
receives her hamper from Christopher
Graham on behalf of his family (Upper Coll)

 Cara Macritchie and Maree Martin, cross
country runners. (Upper Coll)
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Coinneach aig Baile
It has been a cold start to
the new year. We have
had more snow than we
have had for quite a few
years.
We have not been too
pleased at the attention
paid to keeping our roads
clear, although we understand that we live in times
of diminishing local government finances.
Some of us remember days
before roads were cleared,
when we had not heard of
gritting, and yet somehow
we managed. We learned
to drive in these conditions.
Are some of the present
day accidents caused by
drivers not taking the correct actions because they
have
come to expect roads to be clear at all times, and
have not acquired snow and ice driving skills?
Cars and other vehicles would be stuck because,
even with snow chains, they couldn’t make it to the
top of some hills. Still we managed.
Some of us remember days when our roads were
not smooth and tarred. I well remember the thrill
of seeing the road around Upper Coll being transformed from being a rough track to a smooth road.
Van a ‘Chreagan wouldn’t come round the village.
We had to go to Na Tri Gheataichean if we wanted
bread on Saturday. Brioscaidean a’ Chreagain are
a long lamented memory. I can almost imagine how
they would taste with the marmalade I have just finished making.
I don’t remember Angie Òg in van Bular ever having seville oranges, although he had everything else
we needed when it did the rounds on a Thursday
afternoon. A bonus for us was that he came to tigh
Ailig an t- Siaraich on a Saturday evening to count
the day’s takings from the Tolsta run, and we could
maybe get some sweeties, if we had a few pennies.
Angaidh was of course married to Maggie Ailig an
t- Siaraich.
This was the time of year that plans were made for the
year ahead and people had more time to ceilidh. For
us a ceilidh was just a visit. No singing, no dancing,
no music. A yarn or two, people coming and going.
Catching up on the news. I remember at one time

some of the men used to
play cards. I can’t remember the game, rummy
maybe. They indulged in
big time gambling. The
prize. Matches.
During the day the
ladies, the older ones
especially would ceilidh on each other. My
grandmother, banntrach
Chulapain, banntrach
Iain Bhig, banntrach
Ailig an t- Siaraich,
banntrach a Stal, banntrach Dhomhnail ‘ic
Eastar, later Cairistiona,
bean Bhruce, Seonaid
Dharais, Murdag a’Bhog,
and others. Every door
was an open door. No
appointment sought or wanted. Times change. At the
time we didn’t think anything of it. Now we look back
and ask have we really moved on?
We had our form of online shopping in the form of the
‘club’. Someone would become a collector for a catalogue, take it round the houses. Katag Tos, I think,
was in charge of one that used to come to our house.
Was it Oxendale or JD Williams? I can’t remember.
Everyone had a chance of studying the catalogue for
a few days. The prospective buyers were balloted to
see who got it and in what order. The collector came,
took the order, sent for the goods, and then returned
periodically to collect instalments, hence the illusion
of being part of a ‘club’. It may seem complicated,
but it worked, especially during the winter when people had time to study the fashions of the day in the
catalogues.
No cars. Very seldom would one go to Stornoway.
We had to walk half a mile to the main road.
Dressed. One wouldn’t think of going to the town
without dressing up. Bonaid, collar and tie for the
men. Hat and good Sunday coat for the ladies. It was
an occasion, not an everyday occurrence.
At this time, with the days getting longer, we would
be feeding the cows in the stall, the lambs in the pen,
and thinking of the tasks ahead. The peats would be
on our minds. The tasks of the year ahead.
It was a time of year to be borne rather than enjoyed.
But soon we could look forward to spring, new life, a
spring in the step. And so it is once again for 2018.
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Bible Buddies

Nativity Evening

Bible Buddies put on a fantastic Nativity Evening
for family and friends, and presented cheques for
£200 to GIGA, Moldova Support Group and O.M.!
Well done everyone!

Baptisms
Baptisms at Back Free Church, 10 December 2017
 Baby Callum Iain Macleod (53 Back) with parents
David and Kirsty Macleod, big brother Joshua and
Rev David F Macdonald

Esther Rose 
Macleod (Midvale,
17 Coll) with parents
Murray and Eileen
Macleod

Material for publication in the FEBRUARY issue of Loch a Tuath
News must be in before MONDAY 15th JANUARY 2017

