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The Way Things Were

In this month’s issue:
• Old Photos Special   • History of the Land Raids Part 2   • Lucky2BHere

Plus:
Burns Celebrations Around the World, A Canadian Obituary, Memories of 

Catherine Hill, Croft-teen and much more!
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Welcome to our March issue, 
the last of this volume. We 

are now officially in spring, the 
season of hope, rebirth, renewal 
and rejuvenation. Let’s hope we 
enjoy some nice weather, espe-
cially as many crofters and farmers are 
coming up to lambing and calving sea-
son—the weeks of fruition after their 
hard work keeping their animals healthy 
and safe over the winter. I was going to 
write a nice editorial about the traditions 
of pancake and mother’s day, but recent 
events have put a serious issue to the 
forefront of my mind. There has been 
a spate of dog attacks on sheep in the 
area in the last few weeks, leaving some 
injured and others driven into the river 
trying to escape. It is a timely reminder, 
coming up to lambing/calving, that it is 
Scottish law that dogs must be under 
control (i.e. on a lead) at all times around 
any livestock. If a dog worries sheep on 
agricultural land, the person in charge 
of the dog is guilty of an offence and 
is reportable to the police. The Dogs 
(Protection of Livestock) Act 1953 con-
siders sheep worrying to include attack-
ing sheep, and chasing them in a way 
that may cause injury, suffering or abor-
tion. Any dog can cause harm—even a 
small terrier. I love dogs, but there is a 
responsibility here on owners to keep 
pets away from livestock at all times, but 
especially now when heavily pregnant 
animals are even more defenceless than 
usual. No-one likes to see any animal 
injured or killed in a manner that is eas-
ily preventable by being sensible. If you 
see any attack, I urge you to report it. See 
p. 21 for the NSA's latest information on 
sheep worrying.

Tune in next year to hear my thoughts 
on pancake day! 

We have a lovely issue in store for 
you, with a special old photos spread. 
Thank you to all who contributed. 

It’s quite unbeliev-
able that 1990 was 
almost 30 years ago, 
so the next time 
we do this feature 
I would like to see 
more photos con-
tributed that could 
be printed in colour. 
Old black and white 
photos are lovely, 

but it would be good to get some more 
‘recent’ old ones too. Get searching!

Also in this issue is part 2 of the land 
raids series by Colin Tucker, a report of 
a Burns night held in Turkey (and also 
one in The Hut) and some very impor-
tant information on the Lucky2BHere 
campaign, including where and how to 
access local defibrillators. 

Finally, I would like to draw your atten-
tion to our first ever reader survey. We 
would be most grateful if as many of 
you as possible could complete and 
return it by the end of the month. We 
are working so hard on making the 
magazine what you want it to be, so 
we need to hear from you on what 
you think is working and what’s not, 
and anything else we can do to make 
it a ‘must-buy’ every month. You can 
either cut the page out and return it via 
our office letterbox or scan/photograph 
your completed answers and email 
them back to us. The link to the sur-
vey will also be available to complete 
electronically, pinned to the top of our 
Facebook page, and will be shared peri-
odically on our Twitter and Instagram 
pages. It takes 2 minutes to complete 
and is anonymous. The more responses 
we get, the better.

Until next time.

Jayne   

 www.facebook.com/LochaTuathNews

 @lochatuathnews

 instagram.com/lochatuathnews
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Missed any issues? If you would like a copy of any Loch a Tuath News sent to you, 
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We need you to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of 
the community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the district, 
but they need your help. See the contact details on this page. Thanks!
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Back
New Baby
Congratulations to Donnie (mac 
Nellie) and Lynne Maciver, 1 
Back, on the birth of their son 
Archie Donald on 8 February, 
weighing 7lb 3oz. Archie is 
a wee brother for Louis and 
grandson number four for 
Nellie and Norman (2 Back).

Bereavement 
We regret to record the pass-
ing of Mrs Mary Maciver (nee 
Murray) on 17 February, aged 
82 years. Màiri Iain Ruairidh, as 
she was known locally, spent 
her formative years at 18 Back 
with her mother Annie and 
brother Ruaraidh—her father 
John died prematurely in 1941. 
In years past, Mary was a 
familiar figure in many house-
holds through her employment 
as one of our district nurses. 
Following her marriage to John 
Angus Maciver (Iain Aonghais) 
she moved to his family home 
at 44 North Tolsta—John pre-
deceased Mary in 2016. In their 
sad loss we extend our sym-
pathy to her daughters Joan 
(Canada), Kathryn (Aberdeen) 
and Anna Morag (34 Back). 

Get Well Wishes
Get well wishes are extended 
to Chirsty Ann MacArthur (50 
Back) who is still recovering in 
hospital after a lengthy illness. 
We are pleased to report she has 
been getting better slowly but 
surely and the family thanks 
everyone for their well wishes. 

We are also delighted to report 
that Bellann Maclennan (42 
Back) is making good progress 
following surgery and we send 
her our well wishes too.

Record Breaker
Congratulations to Isla 
Macdonald, who was recent-
ly presented with the Club 
Champion shield for 11/12 
year old girls at Inverness 
Swimming Club. Isla also 
broke the club record in the 
100m breaststroke. We were 
also informed that Isla has just 
won gold in the 50m and 100m 
breaststroke, and silver in 50m 
butterfly at the North District 
Age Group Championships in 
Aberdeen on 9 February. Isla 
is the daughter of Andy and 
Mandy Macdonald, and grand-
daughter of Murdo Milo (Bloxy) 
and Joan Murray, 47 Back.

Coll
Bereavements
We were sorry to learn of the 
passing of two Coll boys and 
classmates. Neil Macleod (Neillie 
Ullag), formerly of 40 Coll, 
passed away on 16 January. John 
Macleod (Mashie) of Taradale, 
Tong and formerly of 14 Coll 
also passed away on 21 January. 
Both were aged 81 years. We 
extend our sympathy to Neillie’s 
widow Anna and their family, 
and to Babell and family in Tong. 

In Hospital
It is good to see Catriona 
Macintosh out on her walks 
again after being in hospital. 
Keep up the good progress. 

Our best wishes to Catriona 
Maciver (Rena), 83 Coll, who 
recently had a fall in her home. 
Luckily she suffered no broken 
bones. 

Top Runner
Congratulations to Jess Muir, 29 
Coll (granddaughter of the late 
Donald Alasdair Stewart) came 
second overall in the Lewis and 
Harris Cross Country Series 
in the girls under 11 category. 
Fantastic running by everyone!

Gress
Congratulations
Well done to Mairi Maclennan 
(14 Gress) on winning the prize 
for the Best Senior Performer 
for Film G in Glasgow. A real 
achievement Mairi, and we wish 
you best wishes for the future.

Thank You
Cancer Research Lewis would 
like to thank the children of 
the village for their donation 
of £75, the money that was left 
over from Halloween. It is really 
appreciated and will be put to 
good use.

Condolences
On 15 January news came that 
Alasdair Stewart (Alasdair a’ 
Heech), late of 29 Gress, had 
passed away in Inverness, aged 
98 years. He was the last of a 
family of 10. Alasdair was the 
district’s oldest World War 2 
veteran. He served with the 
RNR for the duration of the 
conflict. In their bereavement, 
we think of his son Barry and 
the grandchildren, as well as his 
nieces and nephews.

Sad news was also received 
on 24 January of the pass-
ing of Willina MacQueen 
in Kyle, aged 75 years. 
Willina was the sister of 
Cathie Gunn and Iain Allan 
Hector, and their family 
home was 35a Gress. We 
send our sympathy to them 
and her son Kenneth in 
Skye and her daughter Mairi in 
Inverness.

Upper Coll
New Babies

We are pleased to report that 
the run of new babies in the 
Upper Coll family continues 
apace!

Joan and Calum Maclean (50) 
welcomed two new grandchil-
dren in the last few weeks. 
Congratulations to Dawn and 
Alasdair, Glasgow, on the birth 
of their first baby, Isaac Joel 
Morrison, born on 13 January at 
the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, 
Glasgow. We also send best 
wishes to his Scalpay Grandpa, 
David Morrison (Ebenezer). 

We also congratulate Jayne and 
Chris, Aberdeen, on the birth 
of their little girl, Orla Indigo 
Grace Campbell, who arrived 
on 11 February at the Aberdeen 
Maternity Hospital, a baby sis-
ter for Amelie, Heidi, Oliver 
and Joshua. Best wishes also go 
to Norman and Gina Campbell, 
Orla’s other grandparents, on 
the birth of their newest grand-
daughter.

Mairi and Murdo (1b) had a 
very special Valentine’s day 
with the arrival of their little 
girl, Evelyn Campbell at the 
Western Isles Hospital, a little 
sister for Joel. Congratulations 
to all the grandparents, Mairi 
at number 2, and Teen and 
Donnie Macleod, Stornoway.

Get Well Wishes

We send best wishes to 
Kenny MacRitchie, 5 
Upper Coll, who is recov-
ering at home after a medi-
cal procedure in Glasgow

We also send warm wish-
es to Alasdair and Rachel 
Graham, Glasgow. We are 
very pleased that baby 
Ruaridh is on the mend 
after being in hospital. 

Tong
Village Condolences 
We extend our sincere sym-
pathy to the family of the late 
John Macleod, affectionately 
known as Mashie, Taradale, 
Tong. We especially remember 
his widow Babell and her sons 
John Neil, William and Iain, 
and the extended family at this 
difficult time. 

We also send our sincere 
condolences to Iain and Mairi 
Faller and their son Conner, 
55 Aird Tong, following the 
passing of Iain's father recently. 

We were also very sorry to hear 
that Uisdean Paterson, 52 Aird 
Tong, lost his father recently. We 
extend our sincere sympathy 
to Uisdean, Mairi and their 
son Neil. We also remember 
his mother and the rest of the 
family at this sad time. 

Tong Correspondent

We are looking for help with the 
Tong news. Joan will be continu-
ing as Village Correspondent, 
but, we would like to get her 
some help, perhaps in the man-
ner of a job share, as in Upper 
Coll. There really isn’t much 
involved other than informa-
tion gathering and sending it 
to us 10 times a year. We like 
to hear about births, engage-
ments, marriages, bereavements, 
special birthdays, achievements/
awards, upcoming events, etc. It 
would be good to hear from, in 
particular, the younger section 
of society in Tong! If you are 
interested in helping out, get in 
touch with the Editor or Joan.

As Na 
Bailtean

The Hut AGM
Back Community Hut

Thursday 21 March
7.30pm

All welcome
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A,.s na Bailtean Pictures

 Jess 
Muir (Coll)

 Wall 
display by 
children 
from Sgoil 
a' Bhac 
made 
using 
recycled 
bottle tops 
(see p.12)

Isla  
Macdonald 

(Back)

Isaac Joel Morrison (Upper Coll)  Archie Donald Maciver 
(Back)

 Orla Indigo Grace Campbell 
(Upper Coll)
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Loch a’ Tuath locations

• Tong Primary School

• Tong Mission House

• Back Football & Recreation Club

• Back Community Hut

• Back Primary School

• Gress Main Road, near the Old 
Post Office

• North Tolsta Free Church

• North Tolsta Primary School

• New Tolsta, at the Bus stop (repo-
sitioned from 45 North Tolsta)

• Plus a further one to be situated in 
the coming weeks at Lochside

Lucky2BHere was established in 
Skye, in 2007, by Ross Cowie who 
had experienced a cardiac arrest 
and was lucky enough that an 

ambulance was nearby on the even-
ing of the arrest and was able to use 
the lifesaving equipment in their 
possession. As a result of his experi-
ence he decided to raise funds for 
the Skye Camanachd Shinty Club in 
Portree. From these beginning L2BH 
has grown beyond expectation.

In 2016 the Lucky2BHere Eilean 
Siar Team was formed and began 
to place defibrillators and deliver 
emergency life-saving (ELS) train-
ing throughout the Western Isles. To 
begin with, there were only seven 
public-access defibrillators between 
the Butt and Barra; now, almost 3 
years later, there are over 110.

Automated external defibrilla-
tors (AEDs) are portable electronic 
devices that automatically diagnose 
life-threatening cardiac arrhythmias 
and are able to treat through defi-
brillation. Defibrillation is the appli-
cation of electrical therapy which 
prevents the arrhythmia and allows 
the heart to re-establish and effec-
tive rhythm.

AEDs are normally housed in a grab 
bag, held inside an external wall 
mounted cabinet, normally with a 

clear Perspex front and the rest of 
the cabinet is green. To access the 
cabinet, find the finger grab holds 
(located on either side of the cabi-
net) and pull it towards you. The 
clear Perspex cover should open, 
giving you access to the AED. The 
AED comes with its own carry case. 
Please take the entire case with you, 
as it holds essential items you will 
require, if CPR is to be carried out.

If you have never taken part in ELS 
training, or it’s been a year or two 
since you last refreshed your skills, 
please consider coming along to the 
training event at the Back Football 
and Recreation Club this month.

https://www.lucky2bhere.org/

Twitter: @Lucky2BHere1

Facebook: Lucky2BHere

‘We are often made aware that there 
are sometimes difficulties for people 
living with dementia in more advanced stages attending 
activity in the community. This can often lead to social isola-
tion and sometimes a deterioration in health and well-being. 
The main focus of the ceilidh@home project is to reach out 
to people living with dementia in the advanced stages and 
their families in a more creative way. When it becomes clear 
people living with dementia can no longer access the wide 
range of activities and services that we offer in the commu-
nity, we aim to take the activity to the individual in their 
own homes.

‘In March we are holding a series of open days and infor-
mation sessions, starting with an open day in Stornoway 
Library, Friday 1 March. Drop in anytime 10-2pm. All 
welcome.’ Marion MacInnes (Service Manager), Alzheimer 
Scotland.

If anyone is interested in finding out more about how they 
can get involved in supporting this project please get in 
touch with us at the Dementia Resource Centre, 18 Bells 
Road, Stornoway. 01851 702123.

A Scottish based charity

Saving Lives Every Day

Ceilidh@Home
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The inaugural CEBAc lecture was delivered by Dr DW 
Stewart (mac mhic Dhòmhnaill a’ Charaigain), Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig, on 18 January 2019. Dòmhnall Uilleam’s lecture, 
Sùil air ais, agus sùil air adhart (Looking back and look-
ing forwards: the future of Back history) was presented in 
Gaelic with simultaneous English translation provided 
by Coinneach Mac a’ Ghobhainn. It was enjoyed by a 
full house in the Community Hut. This was followed by 
a cup of tea and a blether; a good ‘buzz’ was apparent 
as people chatted and had a good chance to talk to DW. 
New people joined and our membership now stands at 
135 which is fantastic in a short space of time. The more 
members we have, the more impact we have when apply-
ing for grants, so please show your support by becoming 
a member. Membership is free, you need not play an 
active part in the society, but we will be delighted if you 
can help us in any way. Our committee meetings are 
open to anyone who would like to join us and are held 
on the first Tuesday of the month in Back Recreation and 
Football Centre, Upper Coll.

No spoilers are going to be given on Dr Stewart’s talk 
as it can now be viewed online on our YouTube chan-
nel! CEBac is very grateful to Ian Maclennan (Ian Uilleam 
Alasdair Dhòmhnaill ‘an Bhain) of Stornoway Historical 
Society, who filmed the event and to SYHS, which lent 
their photographic equipment.

Our social media presence is now much more apparent, 
spreading word of the CE far and wide, and encourag-
ing participation. Details of our website and Twitter and 
Facebook accounts can be seen at the end of this article, 
as are other contact details.

The next date for your diary is 8 March 2018 at 7.30 pm 
when Dr Joni Buchanan, Mangersta, Uig, will talk on 

The Last Raiders. Joni’s book, The Lewis Land Struggle, was 
published some years ago by Acair. The date of this talk 
is particularly appropriate as it was on 8 March 1919 that 
the farms at Upper Coll and Gress were first raided.

CEBac, with the help of the great grandchildren of those 
who fought for the land in Upper Coll and Gress, hope 
to have a symbolic planting of potatoes in April, dur-
ing the Easter holidays, re-enacting what happened 100 
years ago. The land struggle of our area is currently being 
researched by CE members, with the aim of mounting an 
exhibition in 2022, coinciding with the official setting up 
of the crofts in Upper Coll and Gress. 

Dr Angus Mackenzie, lecturer in Celtic History at the 
University of Glasgow, will talk on The Fife Adventurers, 
those nobles who sailed from Fife in the sixteenth century 
to ‘civilise’ the natives of Lewis and exploit its natural 
resources, on 5 April in The Hut, at 7.30pm. Angus is a 
native of Ness. A date for your diary.

Finally, we were delighted to hear that our application 
to register for charitable status has been approved by the 
Scottish charities register. This places the society on a sta-
ble foundation for the years to come, as well as allowing 
us to apply for various funding. 

CEBac looks forward to your support.

Email: info@cebac.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ComannEBac/

Twitter: @CEBac_org

Website: www.cebac.org

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac – Back Historical Society Update

The first raids took place on 8 March 1919. At Gress, a 
group of ten men, followed shortly after by a further 
30, seized part of the farm. They drove off the farmer’s 
sheep and replaced them with their own. Soil was 
quickly dug over and potatoes planted.  A similar situa-
tion was happening at Coll; the police report on the raid 
stated, ‘the villagers of back and Coll started cultivating 
the field to the rear of the farmhouse. Soon lots were 
being pegged out throughout the farm. Men tilled the 
soil while women carried creels of seaweed from the 
shore to fertilise the land. On the following day the croft-
ers’ stock was placed on the farm grazings’.

On both farms the tenants, Charles Hunter at Coll 
and Peter Liddle at Gress, stood back and watched 
events unfold, the latter fearing that his steadings 

would be set on fire. In both cases, how-
ever, no harm was done to people or animals, and no 
threats were made to either of the farmers.

Only a brief report about the raids appeared the follow-
ing week in the Highland News, which stated that it was 
‘understood that during last week several Back cottars 
visited the farm at Gress…and pegged out certain allot-
ments for themselves. On this coming to the knowledge 
of Lord Leverhulme…his land agent proceeded to Gress 
and pulled up the pegs’.

The Stornoway Gazette described the raid at Gress as 
‘agrarian unrest’, and that ‘a number of men went to the 
farm at Gress and pegged off small holdings which they 
intended to appropriate for themselves’.

In the second of his three-part series on the land raids of Upper Coll and Gress, Colin Tucker explores what 
happened this month 100 years ago.

History of the Land Raids
Part 2: The Raids Begin
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Whether it was coincidental or not, only two days later, 
on 10 March, Dr Norman Murray, the newly elected 
MP for the Western Isles, pleaded in his maiden speech 
at Westminster for the right of returning servicemen to 
have smallholdings.

The following day, on 11 March, Lord Leverhulme trav-
elled to Back to meet with the local people. The meeting 
took place in the schoolhouse. Under the heading, ‘The 
Gress Affair’, the Stornoway Gazette commented in its 
editorial, ‘The promptness with which Lord Leverhulme 
has come into close quarters with this matter, together 
with the far-reaching importance of the proposals and 
prospects outlined in the sympathetic speech—as frank 
as it was friendly—which he made on the occasion, 
should reassure not only the people of Back but of 
the whole of Lewis that their interests are safe in his 
Lordship’s hands’. This was the first of a number of 
occasions when the local paper clearly sided with Lord 
Leverhulme.

However, the newspaper’s report of the meeting indi-
cated that there was to be no giving way by the landlord. 
While he did state, ‘Do not think that I despise the croft’, 
he made no promises regarding apportionment of the 
land, stating that 1200 applications for 143 crofts was not 
a feasible proposition. Instead, he argued that the farms 
were essential for the supply of milk to Stornoway, and 
he encouraged the people to back his schemes for indus-
trialisation and new housing in Stornoway. The Highland 
News wrote that Lord Leverhulme had a ‘friendly talk’ 
with the cottars, who ‘turned out in good numbers and 
listened attentively’, before briefly outlining the land-
lord’s speech.

A second meeting took place the following day, 12 
March; it was held outdoors at the bridge at Gress. Over 
1000 people, mostly men, but including a ‘fair smatter-
ing’ of women, gathered to hear Lord Leverhulme. The 
full details of this meeting are well documented in Colin 
Macdonald’s book, Highland Journey. Colin Macdonald 

was a Gaelic-speaking 

official of the Board of Agriculture, who had been sent 
to monitor the situation on behalf of the Board. He 
described the gathering as ‘a sullen crowd, resentful of 
the situation which had developed’. 

Lord Leverhulme walked to the middle of the crowd, 
which he then addressed from an upturned barrel. The 
crowd politely listened as he again outlined his propos-
als for the island, until he was interrupted by ‘an impas-
sioned voice’ addressing the crowd in Gaelic.

 So so, fhiribh! Cha dean so gnothach! Bheireadh am bodach 
mil-bheulach sin chreidsinn oirnn gu’m bheil dubh geal ‘s 
geal dubh! Ciod e dhuinn na bruardairean briagha aige, a thig 
no nach tig? ‘se am fearann tha sin ag iarraidh. Agus ‘se tha 
mise a faighneachd [at this point he faced and pointed at Lord 
Leverhulme]: an toir thu dhuinn am fearann?

This required translation for Lord Leverhulme. His 
interpreter, claiming it was impossible to translate into 
English what had so forcibly been said, then proceeded 
to do his best:

Come, come, men! This will not do! This honey-mouthed 
man would have us believe that black is white and white 
is black. We are not concerned with his fancy dreams 
that may or may not come true! What we want is the 
land—and the question I put to him now is: will you give 
us the land?  

This all brought forth cheering. But Leverhulme then 
sharply replied, ‘You have asked a straight question…
and I like a straight answer. And my answer to your 
question is NO! I am not prepared to give you land’. This 
led to furthered passionate speaking, with one crofter–
fisherman concluding his eloquent speech with the well-
remembered words, ‘Lord Leverhulme! You have bought 
this island. But you have not bought us’. 

In spite of this the meeting ended with the crowd cheering 
Lord Leverhulme, letting him leave with the clearly erro-
neous impression that he had won the day. If he had hoped 
to have fobbed the people off he was mistaken; there was 

to be no compromise on either side.

The Back bowling league is drawing to a dramatic climax and with only two sessions remaining Ian Macleod holds a 
4-point lead over Peter O'Donnell. This year's league is the closest for some time, with the lead chopping and chang-
ing every few weeks. With 8 points still up for grabs it could go to the wire, with any of the top four in with a chance.

This year we had to postpone the Haggis Trophy, usually played the Saturday after Burn's night, but this year it was 
held on the 2 February as players from Stornoway were playing against Breasclete on the 26th. Although the date 
was changed a full representation was present, enabling us to play two sections of six teams, with three players in 
each team. Each team in each 
section played three games, 
with the top team from each 
section playing in the final.

The first three games in the 
first section were very close, 
as were the first three in the 
second section. However, as 
the ties progressed things 
changed and in section 1, two 

Bowls Update

Continued on p11

14/02/2019 Name Played Won Draw Lost For Against Diff Total
1 Ian Macleod 30 22 0 8 229 179 50 44
2 Peter O'Donnell 30 20 0 10 263 150 113 40
3 Terry Condie 32 19 1 12 231 216 15 39
4 Malky Macleod 30 19 0 9 244 181 63 38
5 John Macaskill 32 18 0 14 237 203 34 36
6 Calum Iain Macdonald 30 17 1 12 247 188 59 35
7 D.A. Stewart 28 14 0 14 197 206 -9 28
8 James Macleod 24 13 0 11 205 135 70 26
9 D.A. Macleod 18 13 0 5 152 109 43 26
10 Norman Maciver 22 13 0 9 148 150 -2 26
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NORRIE'S GARAGE
 Cars and Commercial Servicing and Repairs 

 MOT  Tyres  

 Wheel Alignment & Wheel Balancing 

 Large Stock of Truck and Trailer Parts 

TEL: 01851 705398
Email: info@norriesgarage.co.uk

43 BELLS ROAD, STORNOWAY

ISLE OF LEWIS HS1 2RL

GOOD RANGE OF 
TYRES IN STOCK
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At the end of January, local musicians performed at the first official Burns Supper 
held in Fetihye, Turkey. Melodeon player Donna MacDonald (nighean Jimmy Glen, 
Gress) and piper Anne-Louise Stewart (nighean Simon, Coll) formed part of the con-
tingent, which also comprised Carole Miller, Catherine MacArthur and Margaret 
MacLellan. The event, organised by expats Sine Rous, her husband Colin and 
son Garreth, was the first in Turkey recognised by the Burns Association and was 
attended by over 100 guests, both Turkish and Scottish.

Sine, who originally hails from Skye, now lives in Fethiye, where she regularly holds 
Scottish Dance classes for the Scottish community that has formed there.

The musicians were invited to travel out and stay for three nights. They provided the 
musical entertainment 
for the Burns Supper 
on the Friday night and 
also performed at an 
informal music session 

at the Summer Rose restaurant the following evening. 

The trip was thoroughly enjoyed by all and was a great 
experience in which they were able to explore Fethiye’s 
markets, culture, food and January weather,which proved 
just as unpredictable as Lewis weather, between spells of 
sunshine and heavy thunderstorms! 

The event’s aim was to raise money for the Rotary Club’s 
project in eradicating Polio.

Burns night in Turkey

Fair fa yir honest sonsie face

Each year the poet Robert Burns is celebrated on his birth-
day, 25 January; a tradition that calls for endless portions 
of neeps and tatties, a healthy dose of poetry and a nog-
gin of whisky (kilts are optional).

Of course, many events celebrating the Bard of Ayrshire 
will take place in fancy restaurants and prestigious socie-
ties around the world, but at Back Community Hut, from 
the moment you arrive and take your welcome drink, you 
know you’re in for a good night.

The haggis was carried into the hall on a silver slaver 
with a rousing accompaniment from piper Alice Currie 
before Colin Tucker’s recital of Address to the Haggis 
culminating in theatrical cutting of the giant steaming 
pudding with the ceremonial knife, the speaker reciting 
with aplomb:

His knife see rustic labour dight, An cut you up wi ready slight,
Trenching your gushing entrails bright, Like onie ditch;
And then, O what a glorious sight, Warm-reekin, rich!

Councillor and basso profundo, John A. Maciver remind-
ed us of the human frailty of Robert Burns in The Immortal 
Memory. A provocative oration on the life and poetry of 
Robert Burns followed. 

The ‘Toast tae the lassies’ was given by Iain Sinclair in 
an amusing and inoffensive thanks to the lassies in the 

kitchen slaving over hot plates and reekin’ rich steam.

Tolsta post-mistress and second soprano Dorothy Ross 
Maciver complemented the previous toasts with a par-
ticularly wide ranging ‘Toast tae the laddies’ that may 
have teetered over the chasm between sparkling wit and 
alarming intent.

Once the speeches and pudding were over there was more 
entertainment from choir members Jonathan Fairgrieve 
and Katy Graham, as well as the usual ceilidh tunes from 
the choir and a stirring rendition of Auld Lang Syne. 

A warm thank you from the choir to everyone from the 
community and further afield who played a part in cel-
ebrating the life and poetry of our national bard.

Coisir Sgir a' Bhac Burns Night
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This month we have our annual International 
Women’s Day celebrations plus two new clubs 
looking to start up.

Our International Women’s Day celebrations will 
take place on Saturday 9 March. This will be our 
third year of marking the event. This year, as well 
as our usual art exhibition, we have some exciting 
new activities on the programme, including a pop-
up cinema and guest speaker, artist and author 
Muriel Macleod, will be talking about her book 
What the River Washed Away.

Alongside a wide range of stalls, you’ll also be able 
try your hand at crafts, ceilidh dancing, walking 
netball, yoga and Boogie Bounce, or maybe just 
enjoy a bit of pampering. The event opens at 12pm, 
so why not join us for lunch too? The lunches are 
being provided by the Sgoil a' Bhac Parent Council 
as a fundraiser and there will be a raffle in aid of 
Western Isles Women’s Aid.

New Clubs
From Thursday 14 March a new ceilidh dancing 
group will be meeting for an hour a week from 7pm. 
You don’t need to have any experience, just enthusi-
asm and a bit of energy, so why not come along and 
have a go?

We will also be running some badminton sessions to see 
if there’s demand for a new badminton club. The hall 
floor has been refinished and the new white lines are all 
ready for use. We have five courts and you can reserve 
a court through our online booking system or by calling 
Terri. The initial two sessions will be Friday 15 March 
6–9pm and Saturday 16 March 12–2pm, but we hope to 
find a regular club night if enough people are interested, 
so if you can’t make one of the first sessions please get in 
touch. Children are welcome to accompany their parents 
for a game, but the Friday session will be adults only 
from 7.30 to 9pm.

Back Football and Recreation Club - What's on in March? 

Dates for your diary:
Boogie Bounce Mondays or Wednesdays (drop-ins 

may be available, call Alex to book 
07397800960)

Beginner's Bowls Fridays, 1—2.30pm (£1)
Back Art Together 16 March, 10.30am

Book Club 28 March, 7pm
Rainy Day Bike Club Thursdays, 12–3pm (term-time only; 

no club on 7 March, sorry!)
Island Archers Wednesdays, 7—9pm (£8 adult, £4 

junior)
Back Bowls Thursdays, 7:30pm

Women's Day Saturday 9 March, 12pm onwards
Badminton Friday 15 March, 6-8pm and Saturday 

16 March, 12-2pm
Ceilidh Dancing Thursdays, 7pm (starts 14 March)

If you’d like to find out more about any of the activities 
happening at Back FC and Rec. Club please contact Terri 
on 01851 820745 or visit our website www.backfrc.org.uk

Back FC Junior Prizegiving
On Friday 25 January, the Back FC junior prizegiving 
evening was held at the Caladh hotel in Stornoway. 
After taking all the major trophies at the senior awards 
in December, Jamie Mackinnon (Tong) also scooped the 
under-18s Players’ Player of the Year award. Other awards 
went to Adam Mackinnon (Tong; under-15s Players’ 
Player of the Year), James Graham (Laxdale; under-15s 
Top Scorer), Ross Maciver (Vatisker; under-15s Manager’s 
Player of the Year) and Joel Martin (Upper Coll; under-18s 

Manager’s Player 
of the year and 
also Top Scorer).

Under-15 
team 

 L–R: Jamie 
Mackinnon, Adam 
Mackinnon, James 
Graham, Ross 
Maciver, Joel Martin
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The next meeting will take place 
on Tuesday 5 March 2019 in the 
Community Hut at 7pm. All mem-
bers of the community are welcome.

It is 2 years since the automatic elec-
tronic defibrillators were placed at 
Coll Centre, the Community Hut 
and by the roadside in Gress. A new 
training session in their use has been 
organised for Friday 22 March at Coll 
centre, 6.30–9pm. Hopefully, we will 
get a good turnout from to ensure that 
there will be people around familiar 
with the equipment and know how to 
access it quickly if needed. Few men 

have come forward for training in the 
two previous sessions and while more 
than 40 people have attended this is 
not a huge number in the area from 
Upper Coll to Gress.

The equipment consists of a green 
external protective box attached to 
a wall, or, as in Gress, at the road-
side on a wooden frame. The box is 
opened from the top and will emit a 
loud noise when opened. This green 
plastic box is a protective cover only; 
it is attached to the wall for safety and 
cannot be removed. Only once the 
box is opened will the defibrillator 

be found; it is a small, easy-to-carry 
pack that contains all that is needed 
to use the equipment. The machine 
will talk anyone through the pro-
cedure but in an emergency prior 
knowledge of the equipment, how to 
access it and how to use it gives an 
element of confidence and eases the 
inevitable panic. Training gives this 
opportunity to handle the equipment 
and develop the confidence to deal 
with emergencies. Please make every 
effort to come along. If the date is 
not suitable, contact the Community 
Council and we will try and arrange 
an extra date.

Community Council Update

stopped and I wondered how I was 
going to survive here. Against all 
odds placed on myself, my heart is 
still ticking and I’m absolutely loving 
my time here! Jenny has signed a per-
manent contract and we have settled 
in Stornoway. We are here to stay. 

I have been fortunate to continue my 
work as a personal trainer within 
the Fitness Studio at the Caberfeidh 
Hotel. I have also just completed a 
nutrition course at Back FRC— ‘Fat 
2 Fit’—on Monday evenings. The 
purpose was to get those interested in fitness off to a good start without 
stepping head first into a potentially intimidating gym environment. 
It was a successful 6-week course and I have plans to run it again in 
the near future, so keep your eyes peeled! I’ve also launched a weekly 
Saturday morning workout, held on Coll Beach (weather permitting) at 
10am, with the option of using the hall if the weather is too bad for an 
outdoor workout. To encourage the launch, all sessions in March are 
open and free to everyone (all ages and abilities). BeachFit uses different 
environmental aspects to create a unique and fun workout. 

I hope to see you all soon—if you ever bump into me be sure to say 
‘Ciamar a’ tha thu’, and I’ll smile politely while racking my brain for the 
Gaelic reply.

Born and brought up in Glasgow, I spent 
most of my adolescent life in the city. 
Holidays were in the highlands, crammed 
into a small caravan with my family. Every 
holiday my mum would turn to me and 
ask, ‘Jack, do you think you could live 
here?’ to which I would boldly reply ‘Not 
a chance. I like a busy city’. Fast forward 
to September 2018, and I’m packing up to 
move to the Isle of Lewis. 

My name is Jack Renfrew. I’m a personal 
trainer from Glasgow and I moved here in 
October with my partner Jenny Mckenna 
(the new pharmacist in Back). When Jenny 
was offered the job in Back pharmacy 
straight after qualifying, it was an oppor-
tunity that couldn’t be ignored. I was a 
self-employed personal trainer looking for 
a new opportunity. Having never been to 
the island before we had no idea what to 
expect. Ignoring the bold claims of my 
adolescent self, we packed up the car and 
drove to the ferry taking the Uig to Tarbert 
crossing. Arriving in Tarbert, I could only 
see one house and I thought ‘Oh no. What 
have we done?’ In all honesty my heart 

Get Jacked!

teams were level on points and had the same aggregate shots. After tallying up the shots scored it was team 6 that 
qualified. Section 2 was also close; although two teams were level on points, it was team 12 that won the section.

This year the menu was haggis, produced especially for the occasion by Macleod & Macleod and donated to the 
bowling club. Neeps and tatties were donated by club members, and the cooking and preparation was supervised 
by Malky, Calum Iain and Duncan, who are always willing to do their bit. After enjoying the fare it was back to the 
bowls to see who would prevail. As both teams were unbeaten, a good final was anticipated. It was nip and tuck at 
each end with the skip of team 6 playing exceptionally well, more often converting the ends in their favour. In the 
end it was team 6 who triumphed: Malky MacLeod Rob MacDonald and John MacAskill; the runners up were Peter 
O’ Donnell, Nick Green and John N. MacLeod. The winners were presented with their prize and we all retired to the 
dining room for the raffle. Duncan thanked everyone who took part and also those who provided food and refresh-
ments, no forgetting those who donated prizes for the raffle. We now look forward to the last competition, the Titan 
Trophy, on 2 March.

Continued from p7
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Sgoil a’ Bhac
Loch Seaforth Outing

On 15 January, EP1/2 went on a visit to 
the Loch Seaforth ferry. We met Captain 
Macdonald and were allowed onto the 
bridge, where he let us walk on the glass 
floor.

Sophie Finlayson, EP2

Fairtrade Class Assembly

GP5/6/7 pupils 
led the assembly 
on Thursday 24 
January. The focus 
for the assembly was 
Fairtrade. The class 
performed a short 
classroom scenario 
where they presented 
facts about Fairtrade 
in an informative 
way.  It was followed 
by an interactive quiz in which the whole school participated.  
The assembly concluded with a song about Fairtrade and all the 
children were encouraged to sing along. This raised awareness of 
the changes that buying one item with the Fairtrade logo on can 
do to the life of a farmer in a developing country.

e-Sgoil Science Lesson

This term e-Sgoil offered 
us the opportunity to 
have Joan Cumming, a 
secondary biology spe-
cialist, deliver active 
and engaging weekly 
science lessons through 
our video conferencing 
programme. The 6-week 
pilot was delivered with 

the class teacher on hand to assist and facilitate the lessons. The 
lessons helped to develop a scientific mind set and improve 
inquiry skills. The project helped to improve STEM experiences 
for primary pupils in GP5/6/7. The pupils participated in practical 
tasks to investigate changes in substances. They learnt about dif-
ferent chemical and physical reactions. They particularly enjoyed 
making plastic from milk and vinegar. They also had fun using 
digital microscopes to investigate salt crystals.

Visit from Mr Muir

EP5/6 recently had 
an informative visit 
from Mr Muir, Jess’s 
dad. He brought 
along his incred-
ible collection of 
children’s toys dat-
ing from 1885 to 
the 1970s to show 
the class. They 
were able to make 

interesting comparisons between the strong, sturdy 
toys of the past to the flimsy, easily broken toys of 
the modern day. Thank you to Mr Muir for his most 
interesting visit.

Green Team

The Green Team has been busy planting primroses 
and making bird feeders to hang around the school.

North of Scotland Running Team

On Friday 12 January a team 
of eight from Stornoway 
Running Club left on the 
morning ferry to be part of 
the North of Scotland team 
running in Stirling. Myself 
and my team mate Sarah 
MacIver from Tolsta ran as 
part of the U13 girls North 
of Scotland Team. It was 
a great experience. The 
best part of the day was 
getting to meet and take 
a selfie with Laura Muir. 
We also got the chance to 
meet Paula Radcliffe and 
Gabby Logan. It was a 
great weekend that I will never forget. A big thank you 
to my coaches Willie and Lorraine.

Kyla McMurdo EP7

Recycling

As part of their topic on recycling plastics, EP5/6 
created an incredible wall mosaic of an Orca whale 
out of differently coloured plastic bottle lids. It really 
is amazing what 
imagination and 
plastic bottle 
lids can create! 
See p. 4 for the 
mosaic.

 EP1 and 2 on 
the Loch Seaforth

The Green  
Team's bird 

feeders

Kyla and Sarah

 Talk by 
Mr Muir

Science lesson

Fairtrade Assembly
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Roving Reporters

A variety of pupil-led clubs are held on 
a fortnightly basis. One of the groups 
is a reporters’ club, where we prepare 
stories for LATN. James, Isla, Robyn, 
Aaron, Katlynn, Lucy, Katie and Ajay 
helped prepare this month’s issue. 
Joanna, Ruby, Kai and Gracie also 
helped in their spare time. The pupil-
led group worked together to describe 
Ajay’s lovely pet. 

Meet Sasha  

Sasha is Ajay`s pet dog. She 
is a 9-month-old German 
Shepherd. Sasha is an 
intelligent and loyal pet. 
Sasha enjoys going for 
walks around the village. 
Her best toy is a squeaky 
monkey. Sasha’s silky fur is 
soft and fluffy to stroke. 

Nursery News 

Both of our nursery groups recently 
had a visit from Mr Maciver with his 
gritter lorry. The children found out 
how this keeps the road safe during 
icy weather. Thank you to Mr Maciver 
for taking the time to explain about his 
busy job. P6/7 confess to feeling very 
envious as they watched this from their 
classroom window!

Mini Medics  

P6/7 recently complet-
ed their Mini Medics 
course and we thank Mr 
Macleod for coming and 
training us to become 
Mini Medics. If someone 
is in trouble we use the Dr 
ABC method (D=Danger 
R=Response A=Airway 
B=Breathing and C=CPR). 
We also found out how 
to use the defibrillator 
machine, which is located 
beside the front door of 
the school. 

Welcome to Torquil and Gracie

We all give a warm welcome to Torquil and 
Gracie who are our new friends. Torquil is in 
P3 and Gracie is in P7. Our new friends are 
from Uist and we hope they are very happy 
in our school. 

Cross Country 

Many of our pupils have been 
competing in the annual Cross 

Country events organised by 
Stornoway Running and 

Athletics Club. 

Campbell, Jackson and 
Taylor participated 
for the first time and we 
asked them what it was 
like to run across the castle 

grounds in wintry condi-
tions. All the boys said that 

they were very excited and a lit-
tle nervous before the race started, 

but afterwards they were very proud 
of themselves. Well done to all who par-
ticipated. We have included some pictures 
of the hardy runners. 

Hannah and Layla are pictured.

As Dawn Breaks

An Lanntair compiled a booklet of poems 
written by island pupils to commemorate 

the sinking of HMY Iolaire in 1919. Pupils in 
P6/7 worked with poet Ken Cockburn and he 
combined verses from four poems into one 
complete poem.

New Playground Toys 

The Scottish Salmon Company kindly donated 
some money to the school and this was used to 
purchase some new playground toys. Lewis 
and Fraser’s dad works for the company and 
we are very grateful for their support. We look 

forward to having lots of fun with our 
lovely toys. Thank you!

A Tragedy Unfolds 

Setting sail to Stornoway 

Sailors are playing dominoes, 

Others looking longingly at family pho-
tos. 

They never knew the rocks would be in 
their way. 

Midnight is here. The ‘Iolaire’ 

Is sailing towards Stornoway pier. 

The men are eager to get home. 

Some are singing and dancing, 

Others too tired to celebrate. 

The beasts of Holm became the enemy. 

Crash! Bang! 

The waves are pulling them underwater. 

No one knows what to do – 

There’s shouting, everyone is panicking. 

Sailors choking, 

Knowing that this was the end. 

A brave man took a risk, 

Hauled a rope around a rock, 

Praying the men would make 
it across. 

Confused and mourning, 

Families gathered. 

Hearing the devastating 
news, 

Haunting the island forever. 

By Lucy, Ruby, Michael 
and Johnny

Tong School



14

Poileagan Peats (around 1960)
Back standing, L–R: John Morrison (Iain Oighrig Iain Bhig); 
Annie Mary Tough (Nighean Mairead Ghourish); Chrissie 
Bell Maciver (Nighean Choneigean); Ishbel Macleod (Iseabail 
Aonghais Bhard)

Middle, L–R: Norman Macleod (An Olach); Alex Macmillan 
(Alex Eachainn); Ishbel Gunn (Iseabail Ghourish); Donald 
Martin (a’ Nulaig); Calum Maciver (Mac Chonigean); Murdag 
Macleod (Murdag Aonghais Bhard)
Front, L–R: Anne Martin (Bean a’ Nulaig); Donald Macleod 
(a’ Ghille); Ishbel Maciver (Bean Chonigean); Catherine 
Macleod (Nighean an Olaich); Oighrig Morrison (Nighean 
Iain Bhig)                                                                              

Back picnic at the peats 
L–R: Alasdair Iain Pheedin, Iain 

Beag Iain Pheedin, Donnie Shòbie 
(Gheadaidh), Cathina Nomanie, 

Etta a' Bhuilgean, ChirstyAnn 
Bomie, Katie Ann Gheadaidh. 

Bean a' Bhidean,  
Iain a' Rudha, 

Ciorstiona 
Bragar, John Alex 

and Peggy Phosain, 
Calum Dilear, 

Tarmod a' Bhucaich
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 The following individuals have 
been identified:

Bellan Lidy (21 Back), Seonag 
Chodaidh (4 Back), Ciorstag 
Sheoidhein (17 Back), Catriona 
Choinnich Thormoid (51 Vatisker), 
Katag Solid (63 Back), Anna Ailigein 
Uisdein (66 Back), Iomhar Thuigs (14 
New Street), Cairstiona Thormoid 
Mhurchaidh Òig (2 Lighthill), Cathie 
a' Phòcaid (5 New Street), Murdag 
Bullar (26 Back), Chirsty Mary 
Sgluggan (11 Vatisker), Caimbeal (29 
Gress)

 Taken at Tong seashore about 1948

Top row, L–R: John Finlayson, Dollie 
John Campbell, Peter Macdonald, 
Donald Macleod, Donald Macdonald.

Bottom row, L–R: Angus Finlayson, 
Colin Campbell, Alex John 
Macpherson, Alec Maciver (lying on 
grass).

The following individuals have  
been identified:

Iain Dhubaill (58 Back), Katag Solid (63 Back), Coinneach Pheedin (51 Back), Iomhar Thuigs (14 New Street), Cairstiona Thormoid Mhurchaidh Òig (2 Lighthill), Ciorstag Sheoidhein (17 Back), Iain Mhurchaidh Uisdein (65 Vatisker), Bellann Lidy (21 Back), Iain a’ Phàbaidh (23 Back), Chirsty Mary Sgluggan (11 Vatisker; with teapot), Caimbeal (29 Gress), Dollan Iain Thormoid (26 Back), Murdag Bullar (26 Back), Neillan Nèill (10 Back)
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Tong Boys with  
Fishing catch

Back row: Uilleam Murdo 
a' Bhucach, Am Broggach, 

Cullach

Front row: Alex Mhidean
(other man not identified)

 Agnes and John Mackay 65 Coll

 Murdo Maciver (Gheadaidh) 48 Back with his 
wife Margaret (Peggy) nee Macrae

Bean John Alex Phosan, Bean Coinneach an Sine,  
Bean Ruairigh Uisdean
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Clann Thormoid (Graham, 38 Coll) 
Top–Bottom, L–R: Mary, Norman, Annie, Angus (Shorty; Motherwell), 

Angus (Luaidhian), Margaret (Maggie), Kenina (Kennag), Normana.

Tong School Christmas Production 1994
Back row: Charlie Sykes, Lewis Macleod, Christopher 
Macleod, Gordon Macdonald, Catherine Anne 
Macdonald, just visible Stephanie Maciver, Robyn 
Blair, Iona Mackenzie and Daniel Gray. 
Kneeling down: (reindeers and Santa) Claire 
Mackinnon, Alasdair Campbell, Clare Macaulay 
Front centre: Ewan Mackenzie
The children are in their PJs as part of P1/2’s play that 
year was the song ‘There were ten in the bed’, with ‘the 
little one’ being played by Ewan Mackenzie, who was 
 just 4 years old at the time!

 A. Maciver at 5 Tong Park
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service
A D V I C E
YOU CAN
T R U S T

My name is Caitlin Macdonald and I 
am 16 years old. I have been crofting 
with my dad, Iain Macdonald, since 
I was a wee girl. I have always loved 
sheep and cows, especially the pet 
lambs! I live at 3b Vatisker and although 
we keep sheep in Vatisker, most of our 
livestock is over in Breasclete. We 
currently have seven cows and one 
bullock, which are mostly Aberdeen 
Angus, and probably too many sheep, 
I’m saying this so my mother doesn’t 
find out how many we’ve got! We 
keep a half-and-half mix of typical 
Scottish Blackface and North Country 
Cheviots. At tupping time we decided 
to put some of our sheep to a Suffolk 
ram just for selling, as we have done 
in previous years. This year, since I 
turned 16, I have taken over my own 
flock of North Country Cheviots and 
have also just taken over a flock of 
14 Hebridean Sheep. Hebrideans are 
very different to my other sheep, not 
just in their looks and size, but also 
in their nature, as they are extremely 
flighty and tend not to flock together 
while being rounded up, which is a bit 
of a nightmare! Many people assume 
that the work for winter starts in 
November, but there is a lot of prepa-
ration that starts in the springtime. We 

harrow and lime 1½ hec-
tares of our Vatisker croft 
in late winter and we then 
apply fertilizer in spring to 
promote grass growth. At 
present we are in a Rural 
Priorities scheme (Mown 
Grassland for Corncrakes). 
The long grass gives cover 
for the Corncrakes to nest 
in before it is cut for hay-
lage in the autumn. All livestock have 
to be off the croft by 15 May and the 
grass cannot be cut until 1 September. 
The grass is cut from the middle of the 
croft outwards so that if any fledglings 
are around or in a nest they can escape 
the cutting blades. A 2-meter area 
around the perimeter of the croft is left 
uncut to enable their escape. The cut-
tings are then turned and baled within 
a day or two to produce haylage bales 
for our cows. The bales are taken by 
low loader over to Breasclete before 
they are needed. The cows are fed roll 
nuts and lick blocks, as well as the 
haylage throughout the winter as the 
grass is so scarce. 

In late December after dipping, dosing 
and tupping, the ewes are again dosed 
and given mineral supplement tablets 
before being put out to the outer graz-
ing. Here condition is ascertained, 
and if any are struggling over the 
winter they are brought back to the 
croft. Three weeks before lambing all 
the ewes are injected with Heptavac 
P+ and given a combination dose for 
fluke and worms along with liquid 
vitamins. While on the croft they are 
then given supplementary feed and 
lick blocks until lambing time, which 
for us is usually the second week in 
April, when hopefully a lot of grass 
is coming through. Our hogs are 
usually kept in Breasclete receedings 

until mid-December and by then they 
will have received a full vaccination 
of Heptavac P+. A number of them 
will have learnt to eat ewe nuts by 
this time, but some will not have, so 
we have to hand feed them a mixture 
of ewe nuts, flaked barley and oats. 
It sometimes takes a few days for the 
stubborn (usually the biggest ones) 
to know what’s good for them! After 
they’ve all grasped the concept of 
how to eat, we introduce them to hay 
and lick blocks. The winter so far has 
been nice and mild thankfully, and the 
livestock have fared well, but unfortu-
nately, it’s still only early February, so 
touch wood the weather will stay like 
this until spring ready for lambing!

Winter Crof t-teen !
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Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

“Serving the crofters of  Lewis 
and Harris since 1958”

Agricultural Merchants and 
Suppliers Of:

UFAS Approved Animal Health

Fencing
Fertiliser

Seeds
Gardening
Households
Hardware

Plus much more…
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Be aware of livestock in your area

Farmers/crofters appreciate lots of people like their dog to 
enjoy the countryside with them and have no issue with 
dog walkers on public footpaths running through or by 
their fields; however, with much of the rural landscape 
maintained by grazing sheep there is always a strong 
chance you will encounter some while out with your dog.

It is essential for the sheep’s welfare that a dog is kept on 
a lead. For people living in rural areas it is essential to 
ensure your dog cannot escape your garden and roam. 
People not abiding by these rules are in breach of the law 
and can be prosecuted and the dog can be destroyed. It is 
your responsibility as the dog owner (or person responsi-
ble for the dog) to ensure it does not worry livestock.  

 A dog’s instinct is to chase anything that runs from them, 
and sheep are no exception. This is extremely distressing 
for sheep and can result in illness or death from stress, and 
ewes in lamb can abort. In some cases, the dog will not stop 
at chasing sheep and can attack. In these instances, sheep 
will often die from their injuries, or be seriously wounded 
and in need of urgent and complex veterinary care. This 
can have a heavy emotional and financial toll and can 
result in prosecution and the cost of compensation for you. 
It is important to remember dog worrying is a crime and 
allowing a dog to chase and attack sheep is as illegal as 
damaging any other aspect of a person’s property. 

If you’re walking in a new area, be aware that sheep may 
be in the fields you enter. Also be aware that sheep may 
have been moved into a field since you last walked your 
dog there, even as recently as earlier today. Ensure your 
garden is secure so your dog is unable to get out, particu-
larly in areas with livestock surrounding. 

All dogs are capable of worrying livestock and all owners 
are capable of preventing it. 

It is important for both farmers and dog walkers to report 
all dog worrying incidents to the police.

Sheep 
Worrying
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Independent Financial 
Advisers

Donald Martin

Succession Group Ltd, 
based within CIB,

63 Kenneth Street, Stornoway. 
HS1 2DS.

(t) 01851 701212

(e) donald.martin@succes-
siongroup.co.uk
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Redigan Tombs-
Harrison, Ben 

Macmillan, Shana 
Macphail, Jamie 

MacKinnon, Bethany 
MacKinnon, Aaron 
Macleod and Sian 

Ferguson

Tong Sixth Year Dinner Dance

Back Sixth Year Dinner Dance

Joanna Smith; Coinneach Mackinnon; Alison Smith; John Alasdair Bain; Holly O’ Donnell; Conor Cunningham; Morven 
Smith; Donald Macdonald; Molly Akiens-Mason; Finlay Emmott; Connor Macdonald; Jane Davidson; James Mutch
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North West River, Labrador, 
June 22nd—Death has recently 
removed one of the few remain-
ing veteran Labrador settlers. 
Malcolm McLean left his home 
in Scotland, some seventy years 
ago, to become a servant of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company at North 
West River. In this capacity he 
served under Donald Smith, later 
Lord Strathcona. After serving 
his time with the Company he 
launched out as an independent 
trapper and salmon fisher, also 
displaying unusual versatility in 
other directions. To the cynic, who 
quotes Labrador as “the land that God gave Cain” or a 
“God-forsaken wilderness, unfit for human habitation” 
the career of Malcolm McLean offers food for further 
thought. To a man of McLean’s calibre, the country 
presents no terrors, but an overwhelming attraction. 
Married twice, this thrifty, honest, industrious Scot 
produced no less than twenty-two sons and daugh-
ters, of whom nineteen survive him. Whereas so many 
cannot support a family a quarter of that size without 
descending to poor relief, Malcolm McLean included 
no such terms in his vocabulary. The only addition to 
his income that he received from any outside source, 
was a small honorarium paid him as Manager of a 
defunct lumber company’s property; a sum that would 
not support one third of the McLean family in any sort 
of comfort, unaided. Apart from this, he lived, and 
lived successfully, by his own energy and resourceful-
ness, aided by his sons as they grew up. 

Apart from trapping and salmon fishing, mentioned 
above, Malcolm McLean relied first on agriculture: 
The head of the Hamilton Inlet is indeed the Garden of 
Labrador; and produce there is probably often ahead 
of that in the neighbourhood of St. John’s in point of 
time. McLean grew excellent vegetables, storing them 
successfully through the long winters. Secondly, live-
stock keeping: With the help of a cow or two McLean 
made his own butter and enriched his land. At times he 
kept sheep, and spun his own yarn with a home-made 

spinning wheel. Chickens also 
helped out the family dietary [sic] 
at times. Thirdly, a small saw-
mill: Acquiring the title to a small 
tract of timber land, McLean set 
up a little mill, depending large-
ly on abandoned material, and 
sold many thousands of board 
and plank. He started this enter-
prise in his mid-seventies, at a 
time when most men (if still alive) 
are taking things easy; because he 
foresaw the overcrowding of the 
furring lands, and the importance 
of his sons having some alterna-
tive means of livelihood, pending 

the coming of big industry. At the age of eighty-eight, 
he was still tending his own salmon nets, with his wife, 
during the summer of 1934, so that his sons could work 
uninterruptedly at the little mill.

Apart from industry and versatility, another outstand-
ing characteristic of Malcolm McLean was his absolute 
integrity. The failure of another lumber venture left 
him as caretaker of a second property, which no rep-
resentative of the bankrupt firm has ever revisited in a 
quarter of a century. In a store, left in McLean’s charge, 
a fine selection of lumbermen’s equipment, boots, jack-
ets, shirts, blankets, etc. lay untouched for upwards of 
sixteen years. But it still took considerable argument 
to convince this incorruptible Scot that material, obvi-
ously legally abandoned, was his to claim in default 
of sixteen years remuneration and in view of manifest 
progressive deterioration. The man fitted the country. 
He loved it and prospered in it. While life was at times 
a struggle, in view of the size of the household, with a 
smaller family McLean might well have been a man in 
easy circumstances before he died. Whether the chal-
lenge presented by his life finds fruition in the younger 
generation or not, the community is the poorer for his 
passing.

H.L. Paddon

Obituary
1852–1935

Malcolm Mclean

Below is an obituary published of Duncan (Suggan) Maclean’s great uncle, who left the island around 1872 from 39 
Leurbost to join the Hudson’s Bay Company. Some of Duncan’s 22 cousins (read on!) came to visit him in 2017 and Duncan 
and his son Alasdair hope to travel over to Canada sometime in the near future to find out more about their relatives. I’m 
sure we could persuade them to send LATN a report of their discoveries when the time comes. 
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1. Please select your top three FAVOURITE regular fea-
tures

2. Please select your three LEAST favourite regular fea-
tures

3. Would you like to see more island news from outwith 
the specific Loch a’ Tuath area but which may still be of 
general interest in the magazine?

4. Are you satisfied with the magazine’s content as it is 
now?

If no, please say why

5. Do you feel the magazine is inclusive of all people of all 
age groups?

If no, please say why

6. Do you feel invested in/take pride in the magazine?

If no, please say why

7. Do you think it’s time for a new masthead/front cover 
design?

8. Do you buy every issue of the magazine?

If no, please say why

9. Do you follow us on social media?

10. Finally, please tell us what else you would like to see in 
the magazine/what can be improved upon/what you don’t 
like and any ideas for stories/features/interviewees, etc. 
This is your magazine and we need your input!

And if you wouldn’t mind telling us what age category 
you fit into: 

LATN Survey 2019
In order to help us get a clearer picture of how we are doing with the magazine, we would appreciate you completing 
this short survey and returning it to us. You can tear it out or scan it and put it in our letterbox, which is on the wall 
beside the office door, or take a photo of your completed answers and email them to us at latneditor2@outlook.com. 
The survey is also available at the top of our Facebook page if you wish to complete it electronically. Please return your 
responses by 31 March. 

As na Bailtean Old photos

Letter from afar Back in time

Letters to the editor Pet corner

Book reviews Weather Watch

Recipe/cook’s corner Coinneach aig Baile

School pages From the Manse

Other (please specify)

As na Bailtean Old photos

Letter from afar Back in time

Letters to the editor Pet corner

Book reviews Weather Watch

Recipe/cook’s corner Coinneach aig Baile

School pages From the Manse

Other (please specify)

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Facebook

Twitter

Instagram

<18

18–30

31–45

46-60

61-75

76+
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Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office

20 Kenneth Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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Football
A friendly match between Athletic and 
Back at Upper Coll gave a very promising 
start to the season’s football—the result 
being a closely contested draw.

There were several changes in both teams, 
and some last-minute changes had to be 
made in the Back line-up, but the match 
was a good limbering-up effort to set the 
players finding their shooting boots for 
April the 11th, when the league begins. 

The score at half-time was 1–0 for the 
Athletic. Shortly after the restart, Back 
drew level, and went ahead some time 
later. Both goals were taken by Back’s 
outside right, Maclennan. Several min-
utes before the end Athletic drew level 
again, and there it stayed. The scorers for 
the Aths were their centre-forward, and 
Maclennan, their centre-half.

Presentation to Mr K. Maclean
Rev. Alexander Macleod presided at the 
annual Congregational Meeting held in 
Back Free Church on March 10.

After adoption of the financial report 
for the year 1948, submitted by Mr 
Alexander Matheson, The Schoolhouse, 
Rev. Mr Macleod intimated that another 
pleasant item of business was before the 
meeting—the presentation to Mr Kenneth 
Maclean, 5 Vatisker, of a token of the 
congregation’s respect and good wishes 
on the occasion of his resignation from 
the offices of Clerk to the Deacon’s Court 
and Congregational Treasurer. He called 
upon Mr Norman Stewart, elder, 5 Upper 
Coll, to make the presentation.

Mr Stewart in his usual capable manner, 
spoke in high terms of Mr Maclean’s 
good and faithful service as clerk and 
treasurer for over 22 years, and in the 
name of the congregation, handed him a 
substantial cheque.

Giving sincere thanks to the congrega-
tion, not only for the presentation, but 
for the spirit in which it was made, Mr 
Maclean said his intention was to buy 
some article which would always remind 
him of the congregation’s kindness.

Obituary
The death occurred at her home 36 
Vatisker, Back, recently of Mrs Margaret 
Graham in her 80th year. Mrs Graham 
had been in fairly good health until 
recently, and the death of her husband a 
few months ago, no doubt hastened the 
end. Much respected in the district, Mrs 
Graham is survived by two sons, both 
married, one of whom is residing in the 
USA, and two daughters, the elder mar-
ried in Stornoway.

Back in Time 

Distant years bring memories
of scenes of days gone by:

friendly neighbours, familiar faces
and close family ties.

Uncles, aunties, cousins -
Granny Peggy I think of still -

who lived with Uncle Brobsaidh
at Number Two Catherine Hill.

Mother, sister and I would visit,
walk all the way from Tong:

a journey that seemed endless
when one was very young.

Granny Peggy, so old by then,
voice trembling as she spoke,

would embrace us tightly to her side:
she smelled of peat fire smoke.

The peat fire in the cagailt
and the slabhraidh hanging there,

the well worn family bible
beside Seanair's wooden chair.
The furniture was homemade:

a table, being and stòl,
a picture of a soldier son

killed in the First World War.

The box beds in the cùil, a ciste
where treasured bits were stored,

were for us young children
a den to be explored.

The barn end was avoided
until nature made us "go",

to be watched by cackling scary hens
perched above us in a row.

More than eighty years have passed
since my visits as a child.

Just an outline of a house I see:
it's all that's left behind.

Here stood my Seanair's house -
my mother's childhood home -

now just mounds of grassy earth
and grey protruding stones.

No evidence of door or hearth,
as if it's never been.

All that’s left are memories,
as if it was a dream.

I see the brevity of life
in mounds of earth and stone,

but I'm thankful for the promise
of the One who does atone.

But now all that is left
are memories down the years.

I reflect once more and turn away
to wipe away my tears.

March 1949
We are delighted to publish a poem that evokes memories for Allan MacDonald 
of his formative years spent visiting his grandmother's home, a blackhouse on 
Catherine Hill, Vatisker. Ailean an Tòbain, as he is known locally, divides his 
retirement years between a home in Melbost and in Ascot, Berkshire. His father 
Norman (an Tòban) was born at 2 Vatisker and later settled at 2 Tong Park. His 
mother Matilda, known as Megalin, was the only daughter of Allan Murray and 
Mary (nee Macrae, 46 Vatisker). Mary died young and Allan later married Peggy 
(nee Stewart, 34 Vatisker). The family home was at 2 Catherine Hill, the subject of 
the following poem.

Pre-World War 1 this small district of Vatisker was a hive of activity. The conges-
tion of the large local population in the villages of Back, Vatisker and Coll resulted 
in many crofters, at that time, decamping from one part of the district to another 
in search of any portion of land they could find for housing. Catherine Hill was 
one such settlement prior to the establishment of Gress and Upper Coll in the 
early 1920s. 

Today there is only one house standing which serves as a reminder of past times 
on the hill, a tiny two-roomed bungalow in which Allan's uncle Donald Murray 
(Brobsaidh) lived prior to his death in 1970. This house was built by Dòmhnall 
Chaluim 'an Bhàird, late of 35 Vatisker, and is identical to another bungalow he 
built for Oighrig Aonghais Theàrlaich, late of 13 Coll. You can see the house on this 
issue’s front cover. See p. 29 for paintings by Allan showing the old blackhouse.

The poem references Allan's uncle Kenneth who served with the Gordon 
Highlanders in WW1 and who died in October 1918. The other family members 
in Teaghlach Ailein Choinnich Iain were Donald (Dòmhnall Mòr) who was married in 
Tong and William Alex who was a seafaring man and who died young.

Cuimhneachain (Memories)

Memories of Catherine Hill
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 A painting by Allan MacDonald 
showing  his younger self, his 
sister Isobel and his granny Peggy 
outside the old family home.

Allan as an old man  
viewing the ruins of the 

blackhouse.

Kenny Stewart 
(26 Vatisker, now 

New Street, Back), 
Alasdair (mac 

Sonny) Stewart, 
Alasdair (Aler) 

Murray (9 Back) in 
Glasgow sometime 

in the late 70s or 
early 80s 

Sgoil a’ Bhac S2 trip to Edinburgh, 1997.
L–R: Donald Mackay (mac Iain Iomhair Iomhair a’ Bhounce, 
Upper Coll), Hector Murray (13 Gress), Donald Macdonald 
(Tong), Alex Humphries (School Road) (in background, 
 Christopher Matheson, Coll, mac Mathie)

 John (Left) and 
Donald (Cearc) Ferguson 
(two sons of Kenneth 
Ferguson Coinneach an 
Sine and Annie Bheag na 
Drochaid)

 Anna Macleod 
(Milkinghill), Ann 
Marie Maclennan (nee 
Stewart, Coll), Eilidh 
Nicolson (Back), Back 
School social 1996

Catherine Hi l l

Old 
Photos

Dolag a' Bhorbhair 
(Bean Gobs), Sammy 
Doo and Catriona an 

Olaich 1997 



30

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts, Tours

Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams   ●   Spectacles   ●   Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                                 700808
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It’s difficult for us to understand the situ-
ation my grandfather’s generation found 
themselves in after the First World War. 
They had all done their duty as demand-
ed of them, yet they found themselves 
and their young families with no homes 
or totally inadequate ones, and no land 
to provide food for their dependents.

One hundred years ago, on 8 March, 
the first raids took place. This one was 
ultimately unsuccessful but the pota-
toes defiantly planted on what was farm 
land were the first shots across Lord 
Leverhulme’s bow. Colin Tucker’s arti-
cles tell us how it all happened and will 
chronicle the events that established the 
villages of Upper Coll and Gress as we 
know them. 

I recently visited the Land Court in 
Edinburgh, to view documents relating 
to this time. I saw the maps of both vil-
lages as set out in the early 1920s. I saw 
the names of all the original tenants on 
a list and the crofts allocated to them 
on the maps, as well as the designa-
tion of the various areas within each 
common grazings. I also saw the docu-
ments each tenant signed. I saw my own 
grandfather’s signature among them. It 
was a strange feeling to be handling the 
original documents. I gazed at them and 

wondered how many from Upper Coll 
or Gress had seen them since they were 
deposited there in 1922/23. I’ve man-
aged to get scans of the documents and 
hopefully everyone interested can see 
them at a later date, when it is hoped an 
exhibition can be mounted to mark the 
centenary of both villages.

I have to confess that in early life I never 
thought about the struggle people had 
to ensure we had a place to live in. It 
had been there all my life and was just 
‘home’. 

I couldn’t but think how Gaelic was the 
daily language, how there was no such 
thing as running water, no electricity, no 
radio, no television, no fridges and how 
most of the houses were thatched. At 
this time of year they were getting ready 
to start on the peats, thinking about 
the planting months ahead of them; the 
potatoes, the corn, the grass (hay). The 
talk would be of how the boats were 
doing in the Loch a Tuath (sail only), the 
prospects for those who fished further 
afield and the girls who were going to 
herring. 

I am glad we were able to mark our 
appreciation of the debt we owe our fore-
father by erecting cairns, so that future 

generations will ask and get to know 
the story

We will arrange symbolic potato planting 
by some of the children from our villages 
during the Easter holidays. Hopefully, 
they will remember the occasion, under-
stand why they are doing it and pass on 
the story to future generations.

We must also look ahead and hope this 
is the year that Back do better in the 
football league, when we see a light in 
the manse again and we see even more 
use made of the recreation facilities at 
the recreation centre. Life does go on and 
we look to the future. That is what our 
forefathers did. That is why we can now 
enjoy a present and future they could 
only have dreamt of.

Coinneach aig Baile

December had a total of 22.2 hours of sunshine, making it the lowest of 
the year, and we had 130.2 mm of rain, making it the fourth wettest month 
of 2018. 

Stornoway was the sunniest place in the UK on 19 January, with 6.0 hours 
of sunshine, and 4.7 hours of sunshine on the 29th. It was the tenth sun-
niest January on record for Scotland. According to the Stornoway Airport 
Met Office site we had the sunniest January (38.6 hours) since January 
2010 (which had 49.1 hours of sunshine). In total, 121.4 mm of rain fell. 

In January we had a couple of snow events. A temperature of –3.3°C was 
recorded at Stornoway Airport. On 16 January, 5 cm of snow fell across 
Lewis and it was a very tricky forecast, resulting in significant travel dis-
ruption. The snow event was very poorly forecast by all the outlets—there 
wasn’t even a Met Office warning. It appears that a small low had devel-
oped to our east during the early hours and the cold air dug in under the 
occlusion, which resulted in very sudden snowfall. 

The fourth Met Office named storm affected the UK on Friday 8 February; 
the impact was minimal for the Western Isles, with it just being a windy 
and wet day. We are in the midst of quite a long stretch of no significant 
storms having an impact on us. We haven’t had an amber warning for 
wind since December 2017. We could still see further windy spells before 
the winter is out, but the risk is now dwindling. 

Global Weather News 

Townsville, Australia, has suffered massively with flooding this year. A monsoon was strengthened by a low-pressure 
front that dragged moist air from the equator south. This has resulted in 1.4 metres of rain falling in less than 2 weeks—
roughly double what falls in London in a year. Millions of dollars’ worth of property damage has occurred. Hopefully this 
area has a speedy recovery.

Weather Watch

A breezy day out! Sent in by Anne Montgomery

with Richard Cooke 
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On 1 February, four of the LATN team headed to Inverness to 
the HIPBMA 2019 awards, held at The Kingsmills Hotel, along 
with some 240 other journalists, PR professionals, politicians and 
leading figures from the public and private sectors. LATN was 
nominated in the category of ‘Community Newspaper of the Year’, 
along with The Rudhach and Chatterbox (Black Isle). This was the 
third time LATN had been nominated and we were convinced it 
would be third time lucky! Excitement built throughout the even-
ing as ours was the second-last category to be announced. Alas, 
it was not to be and we lost out to Chatterbox. Congratulations 
to them—it’s a fantastic magazine. We weren’t the only Bacachs 
at the do. We were delighted to bump into Iain Macinnes (Coll), 
who was nominated in the ‘Reporter of the Year’ category. 
Unfortunately, he was pipped to the post by Gavin Musgrave of 
the Strathspey and Badenoch Herald. All was not lost on the night 
though, as our Treasurer won one of the brilliant raffle prizes, 
£150 in CalMac vouchers, and we did get to pose with the Scottish 
Cup…Ach well, there’s always next year!

If you have any ideas/stories, etc. that you think would 
really make the magazine stand out, then please 

do give us a shout. We aim to win this 
award one day, but we can’t do 

it without you! 

Material for publication in the APRIL issue of Loch a 
Tuath News must be in before MONDAY 18 MARCH 2019

1. Meet Oslo, the Collie pup. She is 3 
months old and loves snow and the 
beach. Oslo belongs to Bella Wilson, 2 
Gress.

2. Fetlar is a very friendly 14-year-old 
Shetland pony who lives at 29 Coll.

3. Molly from Vatisker. ‘Look into 
my eyes. You will feed me all your 
cheese’. 

4. Here is Stevie, the 6-month-old 
Rottweiler puppy from Tong.

Pet 
Corner

1.

3.

2.

4.

Highlands and Islands Press Ball and Media Awards 2019

L–R: Mairi Macleod (Treasurer), Willie Maclean (Chair), 
Iain Macinnes (BBC), Jayne MacArthur (Editor), Melanie 
Mackay (Editor Emeritus and committee member).


