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In this month’s issue you can find:
• LATN – The Next Chapter        • Coinneach aig Baile        • Vatisker Park

Plus: As Na Bailtean, Old Photos, Back FC and much more!

Fab at Forty!
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By post: Loch a Tuath News, School Road, Vatisker, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JY

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. If you need to have an 
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We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the com-
munity. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 
42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and postage. 

Welcome to your May issue of Loch a 
Tuath News!

To welcome in the Spring, we have a 
few changes happening this month – the 
biggest being that we are going to have 
a brand new Editor! We welcome Jayne 
Macarthur to the Loch a Tuath News family, 
and we are very excited to have her take 
over the reins.  Sad as I am to step down, 
it is definitely time to pass over to someone 
else and begin our next 
chapter - you can read 
both mine and Jayne’s 
thoughts on this new 
chapter on Page 10.

This month we have all 
your usual favourites 
such as Old Photos and 
As na Bailtean, as well 

as a history of Vatisker Park by Iain Murray, 
Coinneach aig Baile and Back in Time. We 
also have some changes to our Ads - can I 
please say a big thank you to all advertisers 
who have supported the magazine from day 
one, and still continue to do so – we really 
appreciate it.

I also have to say a big congratulations 
to our fellow committee member Laura 
Burns, and her husband Andrew, who have 
become proud parents to a beautiful baby 
girl called Kaitlin – we send the new family 
all our love and best wishes!  

It wouldn’t be a proper Failte without ending 
it with a plea of some sort (!) – so please can 
I ask for any parties interested in either our 
Vatisker or Upper Coll correspondent posts 
to please get in touch with either the Editor or 

the Committee – we’d 
love to hear from you. 
As usual please keep 
all your articles and 
photographs coming 
in as well!

Thank you all so 
much for your well 
wishes and kind 
words, it is definitely 
bittersweet signing off 
a Failte for the last 
time.

Have a blessed May.

Le gach deagh dhùrachd

Melanie 
Failte pics from Google Images

Cover pic: Back/Tong/Tolsta 40th 
Reunion April 18 – photo courtesy 
of Malcolm Macleod Photography – 
names can be found at the bottom 
of the next page.

Fàilte
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Back
Bereavement
After a long illness patiently borne Roddy 
Wilson passed away at Dun Berisay on 
31 March aged 76 years. A native of 
Stornoway he was a well-known and popu-
lar figure on the island through his employ-
ment as a town barber and then with a 
local coal merchant. Following his marriage 
to Catherine Macleod (Catriona an Òlaich) 
the couple lived in Seaforth Road - Catriona 
at that time worked in Stornoway as head 
cook at Lews Castle School. The couple 
later moved to Catriona's family home at 4 
New Street, Back. 

Roddy's funeral on 4 April was the first to be 
held in Back Church in 2018. Sadly it was 
to be one of three funerals to be held in the 
church over a two day period. We offer our 
sympathy to Catriona and to the extended 
Wilson family in their bereavement. 

Best Wishes
We send our congratulations to Norman 
Maciver, 2a Back who was recently elected 
by his fellow trustees to the position of 
Chairman of the Stornoway Trust. Norman, 
who takes up his third term of office with the 
Trust, was one of five islanders to be voted 
in following an election on 27 March.

Vatisker
Bereavement
It was with sadness that we learned of the 
passing of Kay Campbell (nee Bailey) on 7 
April aged 69 years. Kay spent her forma-
tive years at 48 Vatisker but she lived for 
most of her adult life in Ullapool. To her 
husband Neil and family in Ullapool, brother 
Ian in the family home in Brevig and sister 
Patricia in Glasgow we extend our sympa-
thy in their bereavement.

coll
Bereavement
Our sympathy goes to the family of the 
late Iain Mackay (Iain Stoig), 54 Coll who 
passed away on the 1st of April 2018 at 
the Western Isles Hospital. Iain had been 
in indifferent health for a few years but 
was managing at home until a fall, and 
was admitted to Hospital. To his daughter 
Margaret and husband John and fam-
ily, son John Roddy and Hazel and fam-
ily, nieces and nephews too numerous to 
mention are in our thoughts at this sad and 
difficult time.  Lastly Iain will be missed very 

much in Back Free Church where he was 
an elder for many years, another empty 
place in the Seachan Mhòr.

In last month's edition of Loch a Tuath 
News Seumas Grant of Avoch was pic-
tured at a recent Inverness Caledonian 
Thistle match where he was mascot for the 
game. Seumas is the grandson of Mary 
MacDonald (nighean Iain Nis agus Nellie 
Sheoraisgein), formerly of 85 Coll. 

Also in the picture is Iain Vigurs, the 
Inverness team captain, who also has 
strong Lewis connections. Iain's mother 
Jane (nee Aird) is the daughter of Margaret 
(nee MacDonald) of Newton, Stornoway. 
Margaret’s aunt Catherine Macleod (Cathy 
a' Ghall) was the proprietor of a licensed 
grocers on Inaclete Road for many years. 
Iain is very proud of his island heritage and 
visits as often as he can. 

Gress
90th Birthday
Her many friends and relations in the dis-
trict and outwith, extend congratulations 
to Ishbel Campbell, (Ishbel Dhòmhnaill 
Sheogaidh), Gress, now living with her 
daughter, who owns a restaurant in Uig.  
She celebrated her 90th birthday in East 
Kilbride with her son and the rest of her 
family.  They had a lovely time together.

With Sympathy
A profound sense of sadness was felt in 
Gress on the 30th March when news was 
received that Erica Bashford-Brown (nee 
Mackinnon), had passed away, aged 48. 
She bore her illness with a strength, dig-
nity and faith afforded her by her Lord and 
Saviour. We remember her sorrowing fam-
ily, her husband Vern and son Sebastian, 
her parents Iain and Annie (No.27), sister 
Muriel and brother Iain with their respective 
families.

We also extend our sympathy to the family 
of Donald Murdo Macritchie, (Blackie), who 
passed away on 7th March - husband of 
the late Janet Glen, Gress. Our thoughts go 
to all his extended family.

Dubai Trip
Jean Ann Mackenzie, ex 21 Gress, very 
kindly got in touch to tell of a very special 
trip she took recently!

I have recently returned from a trip to 
Dubai. It was a special trip because the 

reason for going was to be with my first 
great-grandchild, a lovely little girl called 
Miller on the occasion of her first birthday. 
Becoming a great-grandmother is a special 
milestone in ones life.

Dubai was an eye-opener, fascinating, fast, 
furious, futuristic - and hot! I could not help 
but reflect on how the world has moved 
on during the course of my lifetime, from 
my childhood years growing up in pre-war 
Gress to my offspring growing up in the 
desert, which is now Dubai, the most mod-
ern city in the world. What a contrast!

Faire faire shaoghail gur caochlaideach do 
dhoigh.

tonG
Village Condolences
We extend our sincere sympathy to the 
family of Kenny (Tommy) MacInnes who 
passed away recently. We especially 
remember his wife Rosemary and his 
daughters Elizabeth and Doreen and their 
families. We also remember his brother 
Norman and sisters Dollag and Chrissie 
and their families at this very difficult time 
as they adjust to life without Kenny.

We also extend our sincere sympathy to 
the family of Joan (Seonag) Thomson 
who passed away recently. We especial-
ly remember her son Alasdair and his 
wife Jacqui. We send our condolences 
to Seonag’s grandchildren Gillian and 
Gordon. Seonag was the widow of the late 
Alex John Thomson formally from Tong 
Park. Seonag originally came from Ness 
and we remember her extended family at 
this very sad time for them all as they come 
to terms with this sore loss.

Congratulations and Best Wishes 
The community send best wishes to Carol 
Ann Macleod who is the new Head teacher 
of Tong Primary school. We congratulate 
her on her successful appointment and 
wish her well. Carol Ann is from the district 
of Back.

as na 
Bailtean

Pictured in our 40th Reunion cover picture are:

Back Row: Innes Maciver - Tolsta, George Stewart - Upper Coll, David Maciver - Tong, Donald Angus Morrison - Tolsta, Gordon 
Morrison - Tolsta, Innes Maciver - Tolsta, Murdo Thomson - Upper Coll, Willie Campbell - Tolsta

Middle Row: Irene Macritchie - Tolsta, Katherine Anne Stewart - Back, Allison Maciver - Tong, Euan Macleod - Coll, Anita Maclean - 
Coll, Millie Maciver - Tolsta, Ann-Chris Murray - Back

Front Row: Eilidh Macinnes - Coll, Alison Mackay - Upper Coll, Yvonne Gunn - Gress, Anne Finlayson - Tolsta, Yvonne Macleod - Tong, 
Kirsteen Macleod - Tolsta, Christine Mackenzie - Gress, Joanne Maclean - Tolsta
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 Back Boys in Barcelona!
Pictured are Back FC players (L-R) Adam Mackinnon (14), Andrew Macleod (13) and James Graham (13) who have just returned from competing in the Costa Daurada Cup in Barcelona with Highland side, Ross County FC. Andrew’s u13 team won the final of the Consolation Cup against Spanish side, Añorga Kke, whilst Adam and James’s u15 team narrowly lost 1-0 in the semi finals of their competition to the overall winners, Gazteluzarra, also from Spain. Each got on the goal sheet, netting a respectable 6 goals between them. This was a fantastic opportunity for the boys and they have gained invaluable experience playing against other teams from across Europe. As part of the Ross County squads, each weekend, Adam, Andrew and James travel Scotland-wide to play competitive matches in their respective age groups, and also look forward to the local season starting, where they will be playing midweek for Back FC.

BailteanA,.s na Pictures,.

 Jean Ann Mackenzie, grandson Christopher, daughter Marina 
and great granddaughter Miller (Gress)

 Rebecca Maciver daughter of Donald (Conn) & Margaret 
Maciver 2 Aird Tong, who received her bachelor of science with 

distinction in nursing on 18th October 2017 and has since taken 
up a post in Ninewells hospital in Dundee. (Tong)

 Norman Maciver, Back
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"Life is like a book that never ends.  Chapters close, but not the book itself."

Marianne Williamson

It is hard to believe that it was in April 2016 that I started as Editor of the Loch 
a Tuath News.  I was a stay at home Mum with a 6 year old and a 3 year 
old, and Loch a Tuath News was the perfect opportunity to get my teeth into 
something and interact with people, whilst being able to have the flexibility 
that family life requires.  Fast forward two years and I now have an 8 year old 
in Primary 4, and a 5 year old starting school later this year!  Both that and 
the fact that I have just recently gone back to work part time, have contributed 
to me feeling that now is the time to pass on the LATN baton.  The baton is 
being passed to a very worthy candidate indeed!  I’m sure you’ll agree that 
Jayne more than fits the bill perfectly, and will no doubt take the magazine to 
dizzy heights!  I know you will wish her well, as I certainly do.

Looking back over the last two years, there have been lots of trials and tribulations – but we always got there in 
the end!  Let’s just say that the committee and my family have been very patient and calming indeed at some 
points of my journey as Editor!  A big thank you has to go to the very supportive committee, as always to my 
‘mentor’ and friend Anna Tucker, and to Helen Smith, who does a fabulous job of typesetting the magazine and 
who is always there to help and encourage.

My Next Chapter is settling into my new job, teaching my daughter to bake, preparing my little boy for school, 
and to constantly reassure my long suffering husband that I will rein in my shoe shopping habit (this is not likely).  

I look forward to seeing Loch a Tuath News evolve and reach its full potential - all the very best Jayne!

Melanie

Loch a Tuath News – The Next Chapter…

Hello! I am delighted and honoured to be appointed as the new editor 
of Loch a Tuath News. I’m sure you will agree, Melanie has done a 
phenomenal job over the last few years and I have big shoes to fill. 

Most of you will know me as nighean mac Bomie. I was brought up on 
Broadbay View until I left to go to university in Aberdeen at the age of 18. 
I graduated in 2005 with a BSc (Hons) in Biological Science. Knowing I 
didn’t want to work in a lab, and having enjoyed studying languages in 
school, I started work shortly afterwards as a production assistant for a 
small publishing company in Perth, where I lived until 2012. I then worked 
in for Blackwell Publishing/Wiley-Blackwell, commuting from Perth, 
as a Senior Production Editor and Training Officer. This was followed 
by a very brief stint as a Communications Officer at SEPA. When my 
husband, Andrew, and I decided to move home in 2012, I made the leap 
and set out on my own as a freelance editor and I haven’t looked back. My work primarily involves copyediting and proofreading medical and scientific journal articles and textbooks for academic publishers, such as Oxford University Press and Elsevier, although I do a bit of project management and consultancy work as well. I am a Professional Member of the Society for Editors and Proofreaders (SfEP) and I hope to be able to upgrade my membership to Advanced Professional in the near future. 

While I am keen to make my own mark, LATN is an institution and it wouldn’t work without you the readers and community. Please continue to send in your ideas, articles, and photos, either by email or via the committee members and local correspondents. I want to make more use of social media for keeping you all up to date with what’s going on in the area, so feel free to contact us via Facebook too. 

Here’s to the next chapter of LATN. I look forward to sharing it with you all. 
Jayne



6

A cutting which the writer came across from the 
Stornoway Gazette dated 13 March 1971 may be of 
interest to readers. It provided a list of the allocated 
tenants to the newly-built housing scheme at Vatisker 
Park. Twenty-one years had passed since the last 
local authority housing in Back had been constructed 
at Broadbay View, details of which appeared in the 
December 2017 edition of Loch a Tuath News.

The writer would like to thank John Murdo McCarthy, 
4 Back for his help in compiling the following list of 
the original inhabitants of this large housing scheme.

No. 1
John and Mary Campbell
Dodds agus Màiri Dhodds

John was formerly of Sunnybrae, North Tolsta and 
lived in Vatisker Park with his daughter Mary. He 
passed away in September 1972, not long after mov-
ing to his new home. Mary later married Alexander 
Ross of Skye and relocated to Inverness.

No. 2
Catherine MacDonald
Banntrach a' Mhinisteir

Catherine was the widow of Rev John MacDonald 
who was the Free Church minister in Gravir. Her son 
Iain lives with his family at 62 Back today.

No. 3
John and Joan McCarthy
Seonag Chodaidh agus John

John was a native of Killarney, Ireland and Joan was 
formerly of 4 Back. The couple lived in London before 
relocating to Lewis - they later moved back to Joan's 
family home. 

No. 4
Angus and Ishbel Graham
Aonghas Bhragairt agus Iseabail

Angus was formerly of Glasgow and 3 Back and 
Ishbel is from Stornoway. The couple later moved to 
a newly-built home on the croft at 4 Back. Angus was 
councillor for the Gress ward from 1983 – 2007; he 
passed away in 2008. Ishbel now lives in Stornoway. 

No. 5
William and Willina Morrison
Uilleam Bàn agus Willina

Both William and Willina came from Ness and previ-
ously lived in Dunrea House, School Road, better 
known locally as A' Bhùth Dhearg. William is the only 
original inhabitant still residing in Vatisker Park today.

No. 6
George and Mary Scott
Sooty agus Mary

George was formerly of 10 Broadbay View and 
Mary is from Ness. The couple later moved back 
to George's family home and lived with his wid-
owed mother Kenina (Kennag Shreachain). George's 
widow Mary now lives in Stornoway.

No. 7
John Murdo and Mary Macaulay
John Murdo Mhurds agus Mary

John Murdo was born at 19 Coll and Mary came from 
Hougharry, North Uist. The couple later stayed at a 
larger house in Vatisker Park before moving to John 
Murdo's grandfather's home in Coll.

No. 8
Kenneth and Katie Bell Macaulay
Katie Bell Dhòmhnaill Giomanaich agus Kenny

Katie Bell is formerly of 2 Hill Street, North Tolsta and 
Kenny is from Sandwick. Katie Bell's brother Donald 
Murray and his wife Joan also moved to Vatisker Park 
a few years later. 

No. 9
Margaret Macleod
Peigi Chaluim Màiri

Peggy (nee Maciver) was formerly of 6 New Street, 
Back and was the widow of Malcolm Macleod, 14 Coll 
(Calum an Tuathanaich). Their marital home was at 
Glenroy, 4 Lighthill, Back. Peggy passed away in 1974.

No. 10
John and Chrissie Murray
Iain Dan agus Chrissie

John is formerly of 37 Gress and Chrissie is from 
Parkend. John was the proprietor of a well-known 

Vatisker Park - The Early Years
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building contractors firm in Stornoway. The couple 
later moved to a newly-built home at 3 Vatisker before 
relocating to Stornoway.

No. 11
Alex and Muriel Maclennan
Ailig a' Ghrass agus Muriel

Alex was formerly of 42 Back and Muriel is from 
Flesherin, Point. Prior to moving to Vatisker Park 
the couple lived in rented accommodation at 22 Coll 
(Taigh Nochan). They later moved to a newly-built 
home at 4 Coll. 

No. 12
James and Chirsty Bain
Chirsty Dhòmhnaill Bruce agus Jimmy Bain

Chirsty was formerly of 37 North Tolsta and Jimmy is 
from Bridge of Weir. The couple later moved back to 
Chirsty's family home in Tolsta. 

No. 14
James and Morag Campbell
Morag Kerr agus Jimmy Campbell

Jimmy was from Glasgow and Morag was formerly 
of 52 North Tolsta. Prior to moving to Vatisker Park 
the couple lived in rented accommodation at 22 Back 
(Taigh 'an Bhàird). Jimmy was fatally injured in a 
car accident in Laxdale on 2 March 1979 while on 
his way to work at Arnish. Another passenger and 
fellow Vatisker Park resident William Murray (mac 

Dhòmhnaill Phòisein) also died - William's father 
Donald was injured in this tragic accident.

No. 16
Annie Matheson
Banntrach a' Mha'sgoile

Annie, who came from Bragar, was the widow of 
Alexander Matheson (Back School Head Teacher, 
1943 - 1959). She latterly stayed at 53 Vatisker, the 
home of her daughter Mrs Peigi Màiri MacDonald 
(Bean Uilleim Shandaidh).

Footnote

No. 16 was originally allocated to Alexander Smith, 52 
North Tolsta (Alasdair a' Bhàird) who was an uncle of 
Morag Campbell, no.14. However he moved with his 
sister Peggy to Camach Park, North Tolsta which was 
completed around the same time as Vatisker Park.

Readers may have noticed that there were no resi-
dents at no. 13 or no. 15. This was because the odd 
and even numbered houses were on opposite sides 
of the street and those missing numbers were added 
when the housing scheme was expanded in the late 
1970s. It would be good if details of the original resi-
dents of the newer houses in Vatisker Park could also 
be recorded. If any readers are able to provide this 
information please get in touch with the writer or any 
committee member of Loch a Tuath News and this 
account will appear in a future edition of the magazine.

Iain Murray
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Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams   ●   Spectacles   ●   Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                                 700808

Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656



9

Gaelic Scriptures for today’s Gaelic speakers

I subscribe to Alive & Active, the magazine of the Scottish 
Bible Society (SBS).  In the most recent edition there is 
an article which may be of interest to our Gaelic speaking 
readers – learners and fluent speakers alike.  It centres 
on a new Gaelic translation of the New Testament.  

At the end of 2017, to mark 250 years of the first New 
Testament published in Gaelic, the SBS published a fresh 
Bible translation aimed at those who speak everyday 
Gaelic.  

The New Testament in the New Gaelic Translation is 
God’s Word for those who already speak Gaelic as well 
as for learners.  Gaelic has seen an increased take-up 
in recent years, particularly for those aged 3 to 19 years.

Some of our readers may recall that in November 2008, 
a team comprising of translators from the Church of 
Scotland, Free Church of Scotland and Roman Catholic 
Church, began this work.  The SBS then published the 
Gospel of John in the New Gaelic Translation at the 2010 
National Mod in Thurso.  This was the first time Gaelic 
speakers had seen the text and the translation was 
warmly received.

Progress on translating the rest of the New Testament 
continued, despite changes in personnel and the chal-
lenges that faced team members who balanced their day 
jobs with this work.  Finally, the text was digitally published 
almost nine years to the day when the translation team 
first met.

This article concludes with a note of gratitude – ‘We give 
thanks to God for the faithfulness and dedication of all 
those involved with the project, in particular the transla-
tion team.  We are also thankful to our supporters for their 
prayers and the generous financial gifts that have been 
donated specifically towards the project.’

Readers and subscribers of Alive & Active are 
encouraged to pray for the print publishing 
of this New Testament which will take place 
this year.  Perhaps some of our own readers 
will join them in praying for his commendable 
project.

For more information, visit the SBS English 
and Gaelic language website: gaidhlig.bible

Oir tha facal Dhè beò agus cumhachdach

For the word of God is living and active

Hebrews 4:12

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the commu-
nity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services in 
Back and Tong during May 2017 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 6th May

11am:  Rev Mark Macleod (Harris)
6pm:  Rev Mark Macleod

Sunday 13th May

11am: Rev Calum I Macleod
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 20th May

11am: Rev Calum I Macleod
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 27th May

11am: Rev Calum I Macleod
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

The praise will be bilingual during the morning service.

From the Manse

May Service Times 
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FunDay a runaway success.

Wow, thanks to everyone who came to our Easter Fun Day. Sadly 
we were so busy the soup and cakes ran out a little too quickly but 
everyone seemed to have a great time on the bouncy castle and 
finding all the eggs in our treasure hunt. A big thank you has to go 
to all the helpers on the day, we really couldn’t have done it with-
out you and we raised a fantastic £460 which will go into running 
some more family events over the summer, so watch this space.

April also saw the start of some get fit for summer classes 
and our latest block of yoga. We are continuing with the get 
fit theme into May, with the launch of our new BoogieBounce 
classes. Championed by NASA as the most efficient and effec-
tive exercise yet devised by man”. Boogie Bounce is dancing 
with intervals of jumping to music on a mini trampoline. The 
classes are designed to promote a fun, party like atmosphere 
with inspiring music. There is a huge emphasis on the fun and 
social aspects as well as the amazing health benefits associ-
ated with Boogie Bounce. 

The mat of the mini trampoline is used as a resistance tool which 
makes the whole programme two to three times more effective 
than a normal everyday aerobics class. Anyone and everyone 
can join in at their own pace whilst gaining the impressive health 
results that are normally associated with high impact aerobic 
classes, without even realising it! 

Alex will be running beginner and advanced classes on 
Mondays, Wednesday, Thursdays and Saturdays both during 
the day and in the evening. You can find out more and book 

Back Football and Recreation Club - What’s on in May?

through our website www.backfrc.org.uk where you’ll find a 
whole page all about BoogieBounce.

Finally, a little football news; Three talented junior Back FC 
players have competed in an internationally renowned youth 
football tournament in Spain.

Adam Mackinnon, 14, and thirteen year olds Andrew Macleod and 
James Graham played in the Costa Daurada Cup competition in 
Barcelona with Highland side, Ross County FC. Andrew’s under 
13s team won the final of the Consolation Cup against Spanish 
side, Añorga Kke. Adam and James were in the under-15 team 
which narrowly lost 1-0 in the semi finals of their competition to the 
overall winners, Gazteluzarra, also from Spain.  Each island lad got 
on the goal sheet, scoring six between them.  The tournament was 
a fantastic opportunity for the boys and they have gained invalu-
able experience playing against other teams from across Europe. 

As part of the Ross County squads, the trio depart Lewis each 
weekend and travel Scotland-wide to play competitive games 
in their respective age groups. In addition, with the island’s local 
season starting they will be playing in midweek youth matches 
for Back FC.

The local football season is now well under way and everyone’s 
invited to come along and support your local team, posters with 
times and dates of matches will be displayed at the Coll Centre 
and Gordons.

If you’d like to find out more about activities happening at Back FC 
and Rec. Club please contact Terri on 01851 820745 or visit our 
website www.backfrc.org.uk
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After two years of gradual improvement, this coming season will provide a stern test of whether the team can 
take the next step and start competing for the major honours once again.  There is a great group of young 
players making the breakthrough this season, and along with a few of the old heads in the team, it is hoped 
that consolidation to the improvement made in recent two seasons can be continued.  A good run of league 
results and possibly a couple of good cup runs would be looked upon as progress and give the club and sup-
porters something to cheer about.

Also, the club are greatly indebted to Loch a Tuath News, for their continuing support and for again agreeing 
to sponsor the Player of the Month for this year. Thanks from everyone involved with the club.

J Macarthur

A pioneering new initiative to provide support for people 
affected by cancer and their families across the Western 
Isles is being launched this week (5th February 2018).  

The Western Isles Cancer Care Initiative has been sev-
eral years in planning and development, but the moment 
is finally here for the Charity to open to applications.  

The WICCI Fund has been established in partnership 
with Macmillan Cancer Support in recognition of the 
significant financial contributions donated every year by 
the people of the Western Isles and the specific issues 
which affect cancer patients and their families in our 
remote and rural communities. Over £1 million has been 
raised to date.  

The various local fundraising committees for Macmillan 
Cancer Support will continue with their fundraising 
effort, as they have successfully done for many years. 
All accrued funds will continue to be transferred directly 
to Macmillan Cancer Support, but thanks to a formal 
agreement established by WICCI, up to 70% of the funds 
raised in the Western Isles will be returned to WICCI 
to operate a new funding source specifically to benefit 
cancer patients. In addition, MCS are supporting a three-
year financial package to employ a full time Development 
Manager to progress the objectives of WICCI.  

The remaining 30% of funds raised are allocated to 
national Macmillan Cancer Support programmes, such 
as Macmillan Nurses, the benefits advisory service, 

MCS support line etc. These directly benefit the com-
munity in the Western Isles at home and when receiving 
treatment away.  

Anyone in the Western Isles, who is currently facing a 
cancer diagnosis, or receiving treatment can apply for a 
grant of up to £500 to help with basic living expenses, 
travel costs over and above those supported by Patient 
Travel or for specialist equipment or support required 
for your treatment or recovery which is not supported by 
NHS or Local Authority funding.  

Chairman of WICCI, Donald Macleod said: ‘I am delight-
ed to see the Western Isles Cancer Care Initiative, and 
this unique partnership with Macmillan Cancer Support, 
coming to fruition after several years of development 
and planning. 

I am proud to have worked with a team of dedicated 
and committed Trustees and Volunteers whose vision, 
dedication and determination helped to create this 
unique partnership. As a registered local Charity we look 
forward to offering help and support to people affected 
by Cancer throughout the Western Isles and working 
with other Agencies and other Voluntary Groups in the 
Western Isles for the benefit of Cancer Patients and their 
families.

I would like to thank Macmillan Cancer Support staff, 
Macmillan Isle of Lewis Committee, Third Sector 
Hebrides, Point & Sandwick Trust, Orbit Agency and all 

New Support Initiative Launched to Help Cancer Patients in Western Isles

Dates for your diary:
Bike Club Thursdays, 12-3pm

Beginners Bowls Fridays, 1-2:30pm, £1
Archery Wednesdays, 7-9pm

Book Club Last Weds of the month, from 7pm
Boogie Bounce From 21st May, choose from Mon, Wed, Thurs or Sat classes

For more information or to make a booking contact Terri on 820745 or visit www.backfrc.org.uk

Football Notes…
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who contributed to the planning and development of this 
Initiative.

Macmillan’s Head of Services in Scotland, Janice 
Preston said: “We know cancer affects every area of 
peoples lives, from relationships and money to work 
and emotions. However, living in a rural location can 
intensify these issues and we know we need to tailor our 
services and support to address this. This truly unique 
partnership will help us do that and we are delighted to 
be a part of something which will change and improve 
the lives of people affected by 
cancer on the Western Isles.”

Helen Sandison, WICCI 
Development Manager explains 
the application process ‘we 
want to make the whole pro-
cess as discreet and supportive 
as possible. Applicants should 
in the first instance, ask their 
GP, Macmillan Nurse or contact 
WICCI directly, for an Enquiry 
Form. When that is submitted, 
you will be sent a simple appli-
cation form to complete. 

Once that is done, your appli-
cation will be assessed by the 
Charity Trustees, anonymously.  
All personal information will be 
removed from the application, 

to ensure only you, your referral supporter, and myself 
will know you have applied.  

We aim to make a decision as quickly as possible, up 
to a week in most cases.  But exceptional cases can be 
considered quicker if required.’

For more details about WICCI, please see our Facebook 
Page @wiccioffice or get in touch by phone 01851 
707219 or email office@wicci.org.uk. The website www.
wicci.org.uk will be operational very soon.
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 Ailyn & Leah Mackay - 
Highland Dancing

 Katie Emmott - 
Highland 

Dancing

ten Years aGo.....
Dancing Queens
Congratulations to Katie Emmott and sis-
ters Leah and Ailyn Mackay who excelled 
at the Harris Highland Dance competi-
tions. Ailyn took a 1st and 2nd (Primary 
section) and Leah was the Overall 
Beginners, Overall Lewis, Overall 
Highland and Overall National winner 
(Beginners 9 years and under). Katie 
took the Overall Novice, Overall Lewis 
and Overall Highland prizes (Novice 15 
years and under). Very well done!

Recognition
Since joining the staff of Sgoil a’ Bhac, Avril 
Duncan, the school’s Music teacher, has put 
a great deal of time and effort into encouraging 
pupils to participate in a wide range of music and drama 
events. Much of this is done on a voluntary basis. Although the array of cups 
and shields in the trophy cabinet and on sideboards throughout the district 
bare testimony to her success and enthusiasm, the school thought it fitting 
that there should be more formal recognition. Accordingly, on Tuesday 1st 
July the Queen will have the honour of meeting Avril at her annual garden 
party in Edinburgh. Pupils, staff and the wider community would like to thank 
Avril for all her hard work and effort and we wish her every success in the 
future with Còisir Og and Còisir Sgìr’ a’ Bhac.

Euroquiz
Team members: Jane Macinnes, Aphra Blunt, Isabelle Bain and Rick Walker, 
pictured below. The school’s Euroquiz team took first place in the competi-
tion held in Stornoway on Thursday 20th March in which pupils from primary 
six classes throughout the Western Isles demonstrated their knowledge of a 
wide range of European issues. The final round of this national competition 
is to be held in the Scottish Parliament in Edinburgh on the 12th May. It is a 
great achievement to get to this stage and we wish them every success in 
the capital. 

From The Archives

Enterprise in Education
English Primary 1/2 raised a total of 
£59.81 when they prepared fresh fruit 
salad and sold it throughout the school 
as part of their project on Healthy 
Eating. 

E1-2 Preparing Fruit
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Girl's Football 
Louise Stewart and Louise Martin (pictured right) made 
quite an impression on Peter Budge, the North of Scotland 
Regional Sports Development Officer, when they played 
at Dingwall in the Coca Cola 7s recently.  They have both 
been invited to train with The North of Scotland Under 15 
Girls Select Squad on a regular basis at the Ross County 
Highland Academy, Dingwall. Their first training session 
took place on Friday 11th April. Both girls thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience and are looking forward to the 
challenges that playing at this level presents. 

Fairburn Trip
Three of our S2 boys demonstrated enterprise skills and organisa-
tional ability at the end of Term 3 when they donated an impressive 
array of items and organised a prize draw which raised £155.00 in 
aid of the S2 trip to Fairburn. Well done to Tim Pitt, Luke Allen and 
James Pearson. 

Sports Festival Success
Pictured are the mixed football team which won the primary football 
competition at the Sports Festival. Team members were Stewart 
Smith, Colin Maclean, Craig Macleod, Isabelle Bain and Leanne 
Macdonald.

Talent Show
As part of Enterprise in Education, Primaries 5, 6 and 7 ran a tal-
ent show in aid of Bethesda on the last day of Term 3. Pupils put 
the whole programme together themselves and ran the event in 
a very professional manner.  Guests and staff could not fail to 
be impressed at the diverse range of activities eg gymnastics, 
dance routines, comedy sketches, musical performances, fashion 
parade etc. Refreshments were served to all present and Mr D 
R Macdonald was presented with a cheque for £111.61 in aid of 
Bethesda. Whether Britain’s got Talent or not, Back certainly has!

P7 Visit to Gress River
Gress Angling Association and The Fisheries Trust invited P7 pupils to 
visit Gress River to conduct a sweep in order to ascertain the number, 

type and size of fish present. This is part of an 
ongoing drive to re-stock this once famous fishing 
beat and raise pupils’ awareness of environmental 
issues. The visit followed on from a presentation 
and workshop in the school by The Fisheries Trust. 

Kaleidosope Music Festival
As Part of the “Kaleidoscope Music Festival” a 
brass ensemble, Boxes from Back and Còisir 
Og were invited to perform at special showcase 
concerts in An Lanntair and the Town Hall on 
Thursday 17th and Friday 18th April. Public 
performances like this add greatly to the pupils’ 
educational experience and the school would like 
to thank all those who provide such opportunities.

Sgoil Arach Ur
Nochd  togalach ùr na Sgoil Araich air a’ mhìos 
a chaidh agus abair gu bheil e snasail. Tha e air 
làrach seann taigh Bhriogaisein agus leis cho 
freagarrach sa tha na dathan saoilidh tu gur e 
fàs ann a rinn e. Bidh ceud fadachd air a’ chloinn 
a-nis gum faigh iad na bhroinn. 

Sgoil Araich Building

Gress River

From The Archives
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Easter Assembly
Reverend CI Macleod led 
our Easter Assembly on 

Wednesday, 28th March. 
We discovered why eggs are 

used as a symbol at this time of 
year and were each given a choc-

olate egg with a copy of the Easter 
story. Thank you very much for this kind gift. Some pupils read their 
own poems and we have included some examples below. 

Easter     By Ruby Macmillan, P6
Easter time is here
So it’s time for us to cheer.
Eggs rolling down the hill,
Jesus died as His people stood still.

New life comes into our world at this time,
New lambs and chicks, it’s simply sublime.
The flowers open and the petals bloom,
The trees grow and there’s no more gloom.

On the cross Jesus died,
Not many people were on Jesus’ side.
From the tomb Jesus was taken away,
He rose three days later and the disciples shouted hooray.

Easter    By James Bayfield, P2
Easter is the gift of lambs
Easter is the gift of piglets
Easter is the gift of fun
Easter is the gift of love
Easter is the gift of family
Easter is the gift of hugs.

Easter
Daffodils coming up from 
the ground,
Newborn chicks make a 
wonderful sound.
Easter eggs are so nice 
to eat,
We eat them once a year 
as a treat.
But we have to remember 
what Easter’s all about,
When Jesus rose from 
the dead without doubt.

By Katie Murray, P6

Roving Reporters

Thank you to Katie, Ruby, Rosena and Rhia for 
bringing all the latest news together. Our roving 
reporters show enthusiasm and are always will-
ing to help. 

Welcome to our new Head Teacher

We warmly welcome Miss Macleod as our new 
Head Teacher and hope she enjoys working in 
Tong School. We feel sure she will do an amazing 
job and we look forward to sharing our learning 
with Miss Macleod. 

Rainbow Raiser

There was a big splash of colour in Tong School 
on Friday, 23rd February as we participated in the 
“Rainbow Raiser” which was organised by The 
Leanne Fund. Everyone wore colourful clothes 
and donated £1 to help people affected by cystic 
fibrosis. We were delighted to raise £131 for this 
very worthy cause. 

Sharing the Learning about Ceitidh Mòrag

The Gaelic playroom and GM 1/2 held a sharing 
the learning event for parents and guardians. 
GM1/2 shared their work produced in the term 
and performed a Gaelic playlet called “Granaidh 
Eilean a’ lorg Bramair”. The Sgoil Àraich had fun 
with a bookbug session and sang some songs 
which the audience thoroughly enjoyed!

Easter Egg Hunt

On the last day of term, P6/7 hid chocolate eggs 
for their buddies to search for during an Easter 
egg hunt. The older buddies had written clues 
to help their younger friends find the chocolate 
treats. 

 Welcome to Miss Macleod

Tong School

 Easter 
Egg Hunt!

 GM 
Sharing the 
Learning 
event
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As part of their project on the Isle of Lewis, P6/7 made 
models of local landmarks for a homework task. Some 
of the models included the Callanish stones, Lews cas-
tle, the Iolaire memorial, the Black House, the Carloway 
broch, and the War Memorial. Cardboard, tissue, paper, 
clay, grass, paint, wrapping paper, wood, paper and 
cling film were some of the interesting materials used to 
make the models.

The pupils enjoyed showing and describing their mod-
els to the rest of the class and everyone learned inter-
esting facts.

We have included some photographs of the models, 
but we did not have space to include each model. Can 
readers spot the local landmarks?

 Samuel with his very detailed model  Great detail from Rhia and Mairi

Alasdair has been very busy  Edith and her model 

Look at Jamie's brilliant model 

Isle of Lewis Models
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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The Community Council held its re-arranged AGM at the 
end of March and once again this was a poorly attended 
meeting.

The Community Council expressed their thanks to Laura 
Burns for the all work she had done in her role as 
Secretary over the last few years. Sara Maciver is to take 
over in this role and the Community Council welcomed 
her and look forward to working with her.

Cathy Macinnes remains as Chairperson with Carolyn 
Hudson continuing as Treasurer.

The Community Council together with local Councillors 
have again written to Comhairle nan Eilean Siar to ask for 
road safety work to be carried out between Back & Gress.   
Erosion in Gress, Vatisker and Coll was also discussed and 
letters are to be written to both the Stornoway Trust and 
the Comahirle to determine if money is available to prevent 
further problems on the worst parts of the coastline.

Over the last year the Community Council were involved 
in a number of fund raising events including a Soup and 
Pudding last Spring in the Hut , the Christmas Fayre and 
the we provided Soup and Sandwiches for International 
Womens Day, both at Back Centre. Funds were spent 
on the Senior Citizen’s Dinner which was well attended 
and support was also given to the Ladies Football team, 
which included a number of young people from the area, 

to attend the Island Games.

Following the installation of three defibrillators in the area 
at the beginning of 2017, a follow up training event was 
held in February this year. It was great to see a number 
of young people at this event though disappointing that 
only one man was there. There will be another training 
early next year and hopefully some of the men in the 
Community might venture along!

A grant was received from the Council and with sup-
port from our Councillors and their own fund raising, the 
Community Council were able to help the Hut committee 
to install a new kitchen in the hut. This will be a good asset 
for any local organisations or individuals using the facility.

More Fundraising will be required over the next year to 
ensure the Community Council continues to support local 
organisations and to provide social events like the Senior 
Citizens Dinner.

Due to the small numbers attending it has been decided to 
hold meetings every 2/3 months rather than monthly and 
these will be advertised by poster in Gordon’sl shop,the 
pharmacy and the centre and also on the radio. The 
Community Council can only continue if the community 
wish it to do so and the support of the Community would 
be much appreciated both at our meetings and at our 
fundraising events.

Community Council Update March 2018

Follow- up

It is very heartening to report that, following the 
above article in the April issue of Loch a Tuath 
News, a number of members of the community 
have expressed interest in the possible formation 
of Comann Eachdraidh Sgìr a’ Bhac.

To facilitate discussion, a public informal meeting 
for all interested has been arranged for Friday 
25th May at 7.30pm in The Hut, Back. 

If you are unable to attend and would like to 
express interest or give a point of view please 
contact The Editor, Loch a Tuath News

Back Needs a Historical Society

22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service
A D V I C E
YOU CAN
T R U S T
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Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559
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First Registration of a Croft

Mr Roderick M Murray has registered his croft 
23B Coll, Stornoway, Isle of Lewis, on the Crofting 
Register held by the Register of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to challenge the registration 
may apply to the Scottish Land Court by 13 
December 2018.

Details of the registration can be found at  www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home. The croft 
registration number is R3808.

Interested in what events and classes are hap-
pening in your area? Want to have a say in 
future plans?

Why not help shape the future for Back Football 
and Recreation Club by joining our committee?

We’re a small group of volunteers who try and 
meet once a month for an hour or so. Meetings 
are light hearted and informal covering a wide 
range of topics (with just a little football).

We are looking to widen the membership of 
the committee to better represent the different 
groups and activities going on at the centre and 
are particularly keen to hear from anyone inter-
ested in taking on the role of secretary. If you’d 
like to find out more, contact Terri on 820745 or 
backfrc@gmail.com

Back FC Needs You!

Coisir Sgir a Bhac
Soup and Pudding Lunch

(including raffle)

12-2pm

Saturday 12th May

The Community Hut, Back
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Independent Financial 
Advisers

Donald Martin

Succession Group Ltd, 
based within CIB,

63 Kenneth Street, Stornoway. 
HS1 2DS.

(t) 01851 701212

(e) donald.martin@succes-
siongroup.co.uk
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A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off 
slip and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or 
cash for £32.40 (or £20 for email) to Laura Burns, 
5 Catherine Hill, Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
Email address (for PDF copies)
____________________________________________
I enclose £32.40  or £20 for PDF 
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Tong boys playing football on Cnoc Mòr, Tong Farm, late 50s/early 60s.

Back Row: Ian Alistair Murray, Jim Hodgart, Kendo Murray

Front Row: Unknown, Alex John ‘Moley’ Macleod, Finlay Macdonald (Ref)
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1. Eiric Anna Alex Ruaraidh 9 Back, Doileag Dhomhnall Ruadh

2. Margaret Anna Macaskill, Catriona Macaskill, Mairead Allan Phudair

3. Murchadh Roddy, Ishbel (Bhobshie), Stitchy Ruadh, Mairead Anna

2.

3.

1.
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6. Sine Bhridy, Katie Ann Ruadh (Vatisker) & sisters

4. Peigi Mhurchaidh Sheorais (Bean Sgaosaidh Gress) 
and  unknown

5.

6.

4.

5. The children brought up in the Game Keeper's Cottage, Gress where 
Angus Maclean (Butcher) and his wife stayed until they moved to 
Barvas Lodge. The children are Christeen, Ken and Morna
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Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office
20 Kenneth Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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Received Gift Parcel
One of the recipients of the Princess Elizabeth Wedding Gift 
Parcels is Mrs Graham, 8 Back, who is pleased that she should be 
so remembered.

Home from Seattle
We are glad to have with us home on holiday Captain William 
Macdonald and Mrs Macdonald, who are here from Seattle, Wash. 
Captain Macdonald has not been at home for 18 years when he last 
visited his mother, the late Mrs Macdonald. He is staying at present 
with his sister Rachel, at Outend Back, and is having a busy time 
renewing acquaintance with his many relatives and friends in the 
district. During the war, Captain Macdonald served in the U.S. 
Merchant Navy, and on one occasion the ship of which he was in 
command was sunk by the Japs in the South Pacific. 

Pretty Weddifng
An exceptionally pretty wedding took place recently when John 
Macdonald, only son of Mr Donald Macdonald, 9 Coll, was 
married to Joan Morrison, third daughter of the late Mr and Mrs 
Morrison, late of 10 Coll. The marriage ceremony in the Free 
Church Seminary, Stornoway, was performed by Rev A Macleod, 
Back, accompanied by Rev K A Macrae, Stornoway. Mr Donald 
Morrison, brother of the bride, gave her away, and she made a 
charming picture, petite and graceful in a gown of royal blue, 
with an off-the-face hat of a matching shade. She wore a spray of 
white carnations and white gloves. Her bridesmaid was Catherine 
Macdonald, sister of the groom, and she was becomingly dressed 
in a clover dress, with brown accessories and she wore a spray of 
pink carnations. Another brother of the bride, Mr John Morrison 
was the efficient bestman. After the ceremony, the bridal party, 
accompanied by friends, repaired to the Lewis Hotel where a most 
enjoyable reception was held. A large number of congratulatory 
telegrams from absent friends were read, and the evening sped all 
too quickly. For going away, the bride was very smartly dressed in 
a tailored blue coat, matching her gown and hat. Over it she wore 
an opossum fur, and her accessories were navy. The result being 
exceptionally attractive. We take this opportunity of wishing Mr 
and Mrs Macdonald long life and happiness together.

Home from Canada
Mr and Mrs Ian M Ogston and family are home on their first visit 
in 19 years from Montreal. A daughter of the late Allan Murray and 
Mrs Murray, 22 Gress, Mrs Ogston was unfortunate that she did 
not see her father, whose death occurred at his home a year ago. 
After a short time in Gress, they left to stay for a while with Mr 
Ogston’s parents at New Pitsligo, Aberdeenshire, and while there 
they will attend a family reunion held in their honour at The Palace 
Hotel. Mr and Mrs Ogston will visit Glasgow and Edinburgh 
before Mr Ogston sails for Montreal in June. Mrs Ogston will then 
return to Gress where she intends to spend the summer with her 
children before sailing for Montreal in September.

Death of Miss Catherine Macleod
Miss Catherine Macleod, who died recently at 16 Coll, was the 
eldest daughter of the late Malcolm and Mrs Macleod, who in their 
day were well-known personalities in the district. Miss Macleod 
led a very active and busy life from her youth. Advancing years 
with their concomitant ailments in no way dismissed her zest for 
hard work. She was blessed with strong physical resources and 
seldom knew what illness was. She was able to carry out her daily 

duties until very shortly before the end. Her passing occurred with 
unusual suddeness. While visiting a friend’s house she was stricken 
by an illness which proved fatal. She was conveyed home as expe-
ditiously as possible, medical assistance was sought without delay 
but she did not rally. Her death with such dramatic sadness was a 
shock to the community. Her kindly disposition, her high sense 
of duty and the integrity of her character made her influence felt 
beyond the precincts of her own home. She was an ideal neighbour 
and those who knew her well and had personal experience of her 
generous nature are conscious of a profound loss. Her remains 
were interred in Gress cemetery. Those of what was once a large 
family survive to mourn the loss of a dutiful sister.  They are Miss 
Mary Ann Macleod, who is on the teaching staff of Back School. 
Mrs Mackenzie, 76 Thane Rd, Knightswood, Glasgow, and a 
brother, Mr Norman Macleod who is domiciled in the USA.

Received Gift Parcels
Among those in the district who have received Princess Elizabeth’s 
gift parcels are two next door neighbours, Mrs Macdonald, 61 
Back and Mrs Murray, 62 Back. The parcels have been very much 
appreciated.

Athletic Take the Points
In their league game at Upper Coll, the Athletic beat Back by the 
one goal of the match. The game, though hard fought, was by 
no means spectacular, and those who bypassed Goathill to go to 
Upper Coll in the hope of seeing a really good match, came away 
disappointed. The strong wind and rough surface of the pitch made 
play a bit scrappy. Back won the toss, and played with the wind 
behind them. Pressing hard in the first few minutes, they found 
the Athletic defence more tightly knit than they had bargained for, 
although a header from Stewart, the Back centre, had Davidson 
in the Athletic goal in trouble, only managing to punch it over 
the crossbar for a corner. Good defensive play by the Aths, kept 
Back from getting any goals, although they had several fine scor-
ing opportunities. In spite of the wind, the Athletic forwards made 
some constructive raids, during one of which Graham their centre 
came near scoring when he broke through the Back defence who 
were too far downfield. Back’s goalie came rushing out, and when 
Graham shot, his namesake in the goal just managed to get his 
foot to it, saving a dangerous situation.  Play was soon, however, 
again in the Athletic half of the field with Back continuing to press, 
when one of the Aths handled, and Back were awarded the penalty.  
Murdo Macleod took the kick but failed to convert it, hitting the 
post. The Back forwards were not playing their usual brand of foot-
ball and after this rebuff their play seemed to sag slightly, so that 
when the Aths turned over at half time with no goals against them 
and with the wind behind them, they seemed all set for the game. 
In a few minutes during a tussle in the Back goalmouth, Maclean 
the Athletic inside-right, snapped up an opportunity, got his shot 
well in, and scored. Stimulated, the Athletic forwards got going 
again, and almost scored a second when the ball ran along the goal 
line, leaving everyone gasping - the Back supporters with relief, 
and the Athletic ones with disappointment. Things looked dim for 
Back here, and there were a few bad moments until their forward 
line sort of straightened out and got a bit more grip, evening play 
up considerably. They tried hard, but they never looked like scor-
ing, while the Athletic looked more promising but were held back 
by the Back defenders. It was a game where both defences got the 
better of their opposing forwards and both centre-halves gave an 
outstanding display.

Back in Time May 1948
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William Mackenzie (Uilleam Hannah) of Reay 
Cottage, Back and Chrissie Macleod (Chrissie 
Roddy) of 19 Vatisker were married in Back 
Free Church on 3 April 1968 by Rev. Murdo 
MacAulay. The bestman was the bride's broth-
er Malcolm (Mal) and the bridesmaids were 
the groom's sister Dolina and Morag Macaskill 
(Morag Tàisein). The groom's cousin Agnes 
Mackenzie (Agnes Dhollan) was the flowergirl. 

Exactly fifty years later, a large number of visi-
tors called at 19 Vatisker to congratulate the 
couple and to wish them well. The celebra-
tions were rounded off with a family meal in 
Stornoway the following evening.

It was particularly poignant that the full bridal 
party from 1968 were present to mark Uilleam and 
Chrissie's milestone anniversary. We would like to 
add our own best wishes to this popular couple - A 
h-uile beannachd leibh agus mòran làithean eile 
còmhla ri chèile.

Golden Wedding

Footnote
In last month's edition of Loch a Tuath News we recalled 
the severe Arctic storm which hit the island on 1st April 
1968. Fortunately by the 3rd, the date of Uilleam and 
Chrissie's wedding, conditions had improved some-
what, allowing for the celebrations to go ahead with-
out disruption. Their reception was held at the Crown 

Hotel in Stornoway - 
readers may be intrigued 
to learn that the cost of 
the wedding dinner for 
144 guests came to 
£125! One can scarcely 
imagine that number of 
individuals being accom-
modated in the hotel's 
restaurant today. As for 
the bill, an inflation cal-
culator would be a use-
ful aid in working out its 
equivalent cost in 2018!
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444
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a dictionary was heard as some hard peats found 
unintended targets. 

Once the tractors were able to manage the bank 
tops it was easier. Just the rudhans and straight 
into the trailer and mach a seo. Two tractors. 
Filling one while the other was  carting a load.

It was nice to have a cup of tea with it’s unique 
smokey flavour after being boiled on an open peat 
fire. That is what we remember, not the drudgery 
of having to cut enough peats to heat our houses 
and provide us with year round hot water. 

It is a strange thought nowadays that when we 
lived in a non money economy we were able to go 
and cut the earth and we had heating for our com-
fort, for cooking our food and for boiling our water. 
The cost was to our bodies not to our pockets.

As I write I know many will think this is nothing 
new to them but I also know that to many of the 
younger generation I am talking about a world 
and a way of life that has largely gone, and very 
quickly. Maybe it is time for my generation to start 
properly recording the activities of their times. 

We are the only area in the Western Isles without 
a comunn eachdraidh. Time to put that right?

The peats were part of our community lives. We 
worked with each other as we did with other facets 
of our village lives. 

Wouldn’t it be good to let future generations know 
how we lived?

It is still cold although the sun is doing it’s best to 
remind us it is spring. 

By now our peats would have been done. We were 
early in Col Uarach. By May Holiday we were at the 
caoran. Most of our banks were ‘’trì fòid’’ 3 peats 
deep. Very often the first peat was the most difficult 
to cut and the furthest to throw. The caoran was 
easy. The blackest, the hardest when dry, the one to 
produce most heat. The one that was often left to us 
younger ones and maybe one of our parents.

I wish I could say I liked the peats, but I just remember 
it as hard work, from the time we started ‘’rùsgadh’’ in 
March until they were home, usually in early July. Not 
the few hours of 2018 for those who cut a little for the 
winter fire.

The turfing in some of our banks was tough. No quick 
turn of the spade after the bank had been lined and 
the turf cut into the correct “ceap” size.  Every single one 
required one to  “spoth” it from inside the bank, the turf to be 
cut from inside the bank as well as measured and cut from 
the top. Anyone trying to take a short cut ended up with a 
broken spade.

Of course when the bank was being prepared for the big day 
each”ceap” had to be placed correctly inside the bank to form 
the new smooth heather covered moor which in a few thou-
sand years would be peat again.

Of course we were taught to cut properly, leaving a smooth 
“poll” face slightly sloping outwards, from the top outwards. 
No point trying to get an extra “fad” at the bottom. That would 
leave the slight slope the wrong way with the danger of the 
bank falling inwards after winter frosts. There was always a 
good reason for the lectures about doing it right.

The “togail” lifting after three weeks was not pleasant, espe-
cially if it had been wet and the peats weren’t remotely dry. No 
easy way. Each one had to be lifted from lying face down into 
a small “rudhan”. Ours were, one peat standing in the middle 
held by one on each side and one on the top. Romantic. No. 
It was the number that had to be done that made it just a hard 
task that had to be done. 

And so it went on. Bigger rudhans and then small cruachs at 
the road. The peats had been taken there by barrow, again 
and again and again. Then làraidh a ‘Pheel would take them 
home, the loads having been expertly formed into pyramid 
shapes in the trailer. Some were particularly good at the 
“stèidheadh” the layering of the outside edge peats, so that 
the shape was right and the loads wouldn’t fall out. They 
were brave as some weren’t  as accurate at throwing the 
peats as they might have been. Many the word not found in 

Coinneach aig Baile
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Iain Graham (mac Mhurchaidh 
Ghladston), Angus Mackay 
(mac Kennag & Aonghas 
Aonghais Caoidh), Norman 
Matheson (mac Anna & 
Mathie), Malcolm Maciver 
(Calum a’ Chogaidh), Scott 
Matheson (mac Anna & 
Mathie), D R Graham (mac 
Mhurchaidh Ghladston), John 
Neil Macdonald (John Neil 
Ailean Phudair), Angus Mackay 
(mac Aonghais Caoidh), Kenny 
Maciver (Kenny Plant)

Material for 
publication in 

the JUNE issue 
of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in 
before MONDAY 
14th MAY 2018

New LATN Headquarters
Some of the Loch a Tuath News Commitee outside our new headquarters!

Potato Planting in Coll


