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In this month’s issue:
• Tong Scarecrows      • Wedding Bells at Upper Coll      • On the Croft with Isla

Plus: Pony Club, Brownie Adventures, Weather Watch and much more!
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We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of 
the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and 
postage. 

Welcome back after your sum-
mer holidays! Whatever you 
did over the summer, I hope 
you had a great time. I, for 
one, am glad to see the back of 
August. It’s probably my least 
favourite month of the year; 
I suffer badly from an fhu-
thar every year. In Greek and 
Roman astrology the dog days 
of summer were linked to 
heat, drought, thunderstorms, 
lethargy, fever, mad dogs and 
bad luck. While I love nothing 
more than hot, sunny days, 
the heavy days (those with no 
air, a sense of ‘stickiness’ and 
flies, oh the flies…) leave me 
feeling very lacklustre. So, it is 
with a sense of relief that we 
are moving into the fresher 
days of September. 

This time of year sees the 
start of the new school year, 
and you can see all the new 
entrants to primary 1 in both 
Back and Tong on pp. 12–13. 
We wish them all the best on 
starting ‘big school’. It reminds 
me of my first day in primary 
1 in Sgoil a’ Bhac, back in 1988. 
My family was still living on 
Sand Street at that point (we 
moved to Broadbay View in 
November of that year), so 
I had gone to nursery/play-
group in Stornoway. Turning 
up to the first day of big school, 
I knew no-one so off I marched 
into the Wendy House in Miss 
Stewart’s classroom and said 
to the two girls that were in 
there playing that they were 

going to be my friends (they 
know who they are!). To this 
day, the three of us are still 
very close, and I was delighted 
for Marina and her husband 
Chris when they welcomed 
their first baby in June. It’s 
amazing to think after all these 
years we are both back in the 
same places as 1988 and sup-
porting each other through 
these big events.

So, what else can you look 
forward to in the issue? The 
district was a hive of activ-
ity over the summer. We 
have a report from the Back 
Brownies on their holiday 
adventures; Isla Murray tells 
us what she’s been up to on 
her croft; and Mairi Fellows 
has spent some time talking 
to us about her involvement 
in the local branch of Pony 
Club. Back FRC was the loca-
tion for the recent wedding of 
Martin and Esther Maclean, 
and they have kindly written 
about their fantastic day for 
us. If you were lucky enough 
to see the hall when it was 
all done up, you would agree 
that it was absolutely stun-
ning. What a power of work 
went into it. Congratulations 
to them both. On the note of 
Back FRC, a huge well done to 
them (and Clean Coast Outer 
Hebrides) for winning ‘Best 
Dressed Float’ at this year’s 

Lewis Carnival. You can see 
some photos of their fantastic 
achievement on p. 10. I par-
ticularly like the jellyfish crea-
tions. Finally, did anyone else 
nearly crash their car going 
through Tong in the last few 
weeks? I thought a bicyclist 
had crashed into a lamppost 
a few Saturdays ago as I was 
driving to town. Wow! If you 
don’t know what I’m talking 
about, turn to p. 16 for the gen.

Finally, I would like to apolo-
gise to Colin Tucker for missing 
his credit line on last month’s 
‘Muirneag Conquered’ arti-
cle. It was a very popular 
read (two people tweeted 
us to report that they’d fol-
lowed Colin’s guide). Thanks, 
indeed, to Colin for inspiring 
us all. We also missed Jamie 
Macdonald from the line up 
of the 1974 Kemnay Cup final 
photo in the last issue. When 
we realised our mistakes, the 
corrections were published on 
our social media pages, reach-
ing a wide audience quickly. 
Please do keep checking out 
our Facebook and Twitter.

As ever, if you have any sto-
ries for us or would like to 
spend some time telling us 
about any clubs or activities 
you may be involved in, then 
please do get in touch. We are 
always open to ideas. 

Until next time…

Jayne

Main cover image: courtesy 
SandiePhotos; smaller cover 
images: courtesy Terri Davies.

www.facebook.com/
LochaTuathNews

@lochatuathnews

Fàilte
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Back
Congratulations
On 13 July family and friends joined with 
Martin Maclean (58 Back) and Esther Smith 
(Aird Tong) to celebrate their marriage. The 
service, in Back Free Church, was conducted 
by Rev. Kenny Macleod (Dowanvale), who is 
an uncle of the bride. Afterwards, the recep-
tion took place in the Upper Coll Community 
Centre. We extend our congratulations and 
best wishes to the young couple who have 
their marital home in Inverness. [Editor’s 
note: You can read the couple’s account of 
their big day on p. 27.]

Condolences
On 2 July John Macleod (Iain Chromarty) of 68b 
North Tolsta passed away after a long illness. 
His mother, Kennag a' Heech, was formerly of 5 
New Street, Back, and 29 Gress. As a seafaring 
man, and later as a butcher and fishmonger, 
Iain was well known to many residents from 
the Loch a' Tuath district. We extend our sym-
pathy to his wife Catriona, his daughters Mairi 
in Tolsta and Joan at 21 Broadbay View, and to 
his sister Annie Maclean at 33 Back. 

Vatisker
Bereavement
The community was saddened to learn of the 
death of Alasdair MacDonald (Alasdair Uilleim 
Shandaidh) on 19 June, aged 59 years. The only 
son of William and Peigi Mairi MacDonald, 
he was brought up at 53 Vatisker with his 
sisters Anne and Marabelle. Alasdair was well 
known as a driver with his father's bus com-
pany, initially on the local service and then on 
the Ullapool–Inverness run. He and his wife 
Julie settled in Inverness, where they brought 
up their three children: Grant, Caitlyn and 
Alasdair. Following a service in Back Church 
Alasdair was laid to rest in Gress Cemetery. 
To his aforementioned loved ones we extend 
our sympathy in their grievous loss.

Coll
Engagement
Warm congratulations go to Johan Maclennan 
and William Murray on their recent engage-
ment.  Johan is the daughter of Angus and 
Catherine Margaret (38 Coll) and granddaugh-
ter of Iain Angie Dhomhnaill Bruce and the late 
Murdag Sheonnaidh (57 Coll), and the late Murdie 
John and Katie Bell Maclennan (7 Cromore). 
William is the son of Iain and Kathleen, East 
Kilbride/Inverness, and grandson of the late 
Uilleam Bhiagain and Minnie Aonghais Caoidh 
(16 North Tolsta) and Am Beleban and Catriona 
Thuigs (24 North Tolsta). We wish them all the 
best for their future together.

New Baby
Congratulations to Chris (Moley) and Marina 
(nighean Shonnie an Shon) Macleod, living at 
Blue View, 58 Coll, who welcomed baby 

James Finn Macleod into the world on 26 June. 
James is the third grandchild for John Norman 
and Christina Mackay (58 Coll) and the first 
for Angela and John Buchanan (2 Maryhill).

90th Birthdays
Congratulations to Murdo Morrison (82 Coll) 
on his recent birthday. Murdo, who is lov-
ingly cared for by his niece, Dollag (Banntrach 
Vidue), celebrated his 90th birthday. It was 
extra special for him as his daughter and son 
flew from Australia to be with him on his spe-
cial day. Etta Maclennan (65 Coll; Banntrach 
Shono) also had a special birthday. She too 
celebrated her 90th birthday with her family. 
Birthday wishes also go to Iain Angie Murray 
(Iain Angie Dhomhnaill Brus, 57 Outend Coll, 
formerly of 37 North Tolsta), who turned 90 
years young on 6 August. Iain Angie was the 
Skipper of the Comrade until he retired 30 years 
ago after 45 years at sea, and who from time to 
time still gives fishing tips to his son Iain, who 
is now the skipper. A h-uile beannachd.

In Hospital 
Our best wishes for a good recovery go 
to the following, who spent some time in 
the Western Isles Hospital: Ina Murray (13 
Coll; Banntrach Calloch); Margaret Macdonald 
(88 Coll; Banntrach Tonkan); Sandy Graham 
(Clairmont). We hope you are all feeling 
much better now. 

Bereavement
Our sympathy goes to Lorraine and Calum 
Maclean (Lyndonlea) on the death of 
Lorraine’s mother. We also send our sym-
pathy to Mina and Angus (Cangan; 51 Coll) 
on the death of Mina’s sister-in-law, Rachel 
Macritchie (Habost, Ness). All other family 
friends and neighbours are in our thoughts at 
this sad time.

Gress
Congratulations
Congratulations to all who won prizes at 
the end of last term: Sandy Macdonald (31 
Gress; Citizenship Cup for S1); Andrew 
Macdonald (9 Gress; third year Computing 
and Latin); James Maclennan (22 Gress; third 
year Engineering, Science, Mathematics); Ellie 
Macdonald (31 Gress; third year Gaidhlig 
Fluent (Comunn Gaidhlig Prize)); Calum 
Maclennan (14 Gress; fourth year Gaidhlig 
Fluent); John Alasdair Bain (42 Gress; fifth 
year Gaidhlig Fluent, Business Studies). John 
Alasdair is also this year’s School Captain. 

Congratulations to Neve Macdonald (30b 
Gress), who won the Citizenship award in 
Tong School.

Birthday Wishes
We extend our wishes to Nan Murray (Post 
Office) on the celebration of her 80th birthday 
on 10 July while she was in England with her 
family. Her son Calum and his wife and son 
came from Australia to join them.

Another of her classmates also celebrated her 
80th birthday: Bellag Mhurdo, who now lives 
in Vancouver. We wish her all the best as well.

New P1 Entrant
Ethan Murray (6 Gress) has now started in 
Primary 1 and we hope he settles in well and 
enjoys being at school.

Leaving Home
Our best wishes go to Jordan Macdonald, 
who has left for Glasgow where he has a posi-
tion as a personal trainer. 

Other News
We are delighted to hear that Doctor Graham 
Fraser will be staying longer on the island 
as he has a post as a Trainee GP for 3 years. 
Doctor Fraser lives in the Gress Lodge.

There’s something to say about ‘Clann an latha an 
duth’. During the summer holidays Samuel and 
two of his cousins, Angus Graham (51 Gress), 
Kieran Maclennan (40 Gress) and Rhuaridh 
Macphail (36a Gress) built a little shop by the 
side of the road and were selling sweets. They 
made a profit of £20 and very kindly donated it 
to Cancer Research. Well done to you all.

Tong
Silver Wedding
Best wishes go to Rhona (Aird Tong) and Iain 
Macdonald (North Tolsta) on the occasion of 
their silver wedding anniversary. They were 
married in Back Free Church on 16 July 1993 
by Rev. Farquhar Renwick. The couple made 
their home in Gollanfield, near Nairn, where 
they brought up their three children, Iona, 
Katie and Kerr. We wish them many more 
happy years together. 

Congratulations
Aaron Finlay Macleod, aged 17, from Aird 
Tong (grandson of Murdo (Soda) and Annie 
Mary Macdonald, 15B Aird Tong, and 
Christina Mary and the late Neil (Spread) 
Macleod, 14 Coll), recently applied for and 
out of hundreds of applicants was awarded 
a place on the RAF Cadets Pilot Scholarship 
Scheme. Aaron is the first cadet from the 
Western Isles to be awarded this placement. 
He spent 2 weeks in June of this year in 
Dundee at Tayside Aviation, where he met 
other cadets from around the country. The 
Cadets spent time in the classroom, sat exams 
and best of all took part in flying lessons. At 
the end of the 2 weeks Aaron took his first 
solo flight (yes—up there all by himself!). 

As Na 
Bailtean
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Lydia Rose Maciver  
(Upper Coll)

Pictures,.
A,.s na

Bailtean

Clara + Annie Wilkinson  
(Upper Coll)

James Finn Macleod (Coll) 

Neve Macdonald (Gress) 

Lilia MacDonald (Upper Coll) 

Margaret Finlayson (Tong) 

Chirsty Jessie Maciver (Upper Coll) Katie Jane Mackinnon (Tong) 

 Rhona and Iain 
Macdonald (Tong)

Aaron Finlay
 Macleod (Tong)

River Ray Reeves (Upper Coll) 
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This was a fantastic opportunity for Aaron, 
who is part of 1731 Squadron Air Cadets, 
Isle of Lewis. Earlier in the year Aaron’s 
name was put forward as a candidate for 
Lord Lieutenant Cadet of the Western Isles 
and recently found out that he had been 
successful and has now been appointed as 
Her Majesty's Lord-Lieutenant Cadet. He 
is looking forward to his duties and will 
be kept busy over the next year on various 
appointments in this role.

80th Birthday
Congratulations to Margaret Finlayson 
(Maired John Ailig Phòisein) who was 80 
years young on 18 August 2018. Wishing 
her God's richest blessings from all in New 
Zealand, Canada, Shetland, Glasgow and all 
the family on Lewis.

Bereavements
We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the fam-
ily of Murdo Dan Macleod, Clachan Biorach, 
who passed away recently. Murdo Dan was 
the son of the late Murdo Norman and 
Christina Macleod and brother of the late 
Norman. We especially remember his sisters, 
Cathie Etta, Dollag and Mary, and their fami-
lies, at this difficult time for them all.

We also remember the family of Alasdair 
Macdonald, who died tragically in Inverness. 
We remember his widow and fam-
ily in Inverness. His parents Peggy Mairi and 
William, Back, along with his sisters Ann, who 
lives in Aird Tong, and Marabelle, and their 
families, as they come to terms with their loss.

We were sorry to hear that Roddy 
MacPherson passed away. Roddy was 
brought up in Aird Tong. We were also 
sorry to hear that his brother Alex John 
passed away in New Zealand. We send our 
sympathy to all the families along with their 
sister Helen and brother Donnie at this time.

We send our sincere sympathy to the family 
of Jim Hodgart, Tong Allotments, who passed 
away within the last few days. We especially 
remember his sisters Marion and Agnes and 
the extended family during the days ahead 
and assure all of the above mentioned that 
they are very much in the thoughts of the 
community at this time.

Obituary
Katie Jane Mackinnon passed away in 
Neenah, Wisconsin, USA, on 4 August after 
a short illness, aged 87. Katie was the third 
youngest of a family of 13 and had a twin 
sister, Catherine, who died in infancy. Katie 
and her younger sister Catriona moved to 
Wisconsin in April 1958 but travelled home, 
almost yearly, to visit their parents, Alex 
a' Hearach and Maggie Dholaidh. Following 
the passing of their parents they were still 
regular visitors to their home at 37 Aird 
Tong. Their last visit was in summer 2008, 
after which travelling large distances became 
more difficult. However, they continued to 
pay regular visits to their niece Isabel and 
family in Dallas, Texas, USA, who, in turn, 
visited them at every available opportunity. 
Their niece, Margaret Joan, was fortunate to 
visit them in July this year and Isabel was a 
great support to Catriona as she was present 
in Wisconsin in the days leading to, and 
following, Katie's passing. Katie was a faith-
ful servant of the Lord and will be greatly 
missed by her sister Catriona, her many 
nieces and nephews, relatives and friends.

Upper Coll
90th Birthday
Congratulations to Chirsty Jessie Maciver 
on reaching her 90th birthday on 28 June. 
She was born in 1928 at 24 Upper Coll and 
celebrated this special day with family and 
friends at her home in North Tolsta. We 
hope you enjoyed your special day. Meal ur 
naidheachd!

Bereavements
The community was saddened to learn of 
the death of Catriona Stewart, 34 Upper Coll. 
Catriona, aged 90, passed away on 9  July 
at the Western Isles Hospital following a 
short illness. She was the last of Murchadh a’ 
Charragan’s family. We send our condolences 
to her friends and family.

We send our sincerest condolences to 
Marabelle Macdonald and family on the 
sudden passing of her brother 
Alasdair on 

19 June. Alasdair was living and working 
in Inverness. We remember each of the 
Macdonald families at this sad time.

Home from Hospital
We are pleased to hear that some of our 
fellow villagers who have been in hos-
pital are now back at home. Best wishes 
to Angusina Mackay, Kenny Macritchie, 
Graeme Macdonald and Iain Macaulay. 
Hope your progress is as good as possible!

Dancing Success
Congratulations to Lilia MacDonald, 
who won the Mackinnon Dancer Overall 
Beginner Trophy at the Mackinnon School 
of Dancing Festival this summer.

New Babies: Girl Power!
River Ray Reeves arrived on 28 June 2018. 
River is the daughter of James and Rudi, 
London, a little sister for Lola and a new 
granddaughter for Louise and Andrew 
Reeves.

Lydia Rose Maciver was born on 12 July 
2018. Lydia is the daughter of Alexandra and 
Alistair, 46 Upper Coll, and a little sister for 
Murray. She is the granddaughter of Kenny 
and Margaret Smith, Bragar, and of Marjorie 
and John A. Maciver, North Tolsta. 

Annie Mia Wilkinson was born on 21 July 
2018 in Edinburgh. Annie is the daughter of 
Marni and Ronnie Wilkinson, Edinburgh, 
and is a wee sister for Clara. Annie’s grand-
parents are Colin and Anna Tucker; they look 
forward to welcoming Annie to Col Uarach!

Congratulations on the arrival of our Upper 
Coll baby girls and wishing all the families 
happy times with their new bundles of joy. 

New P1 Pupils
Isabella Macdonald, daughter of Mark and 
Jo, has started school in Back, and Harris 
Mackay, son of Melanie and Innes, has 
started in Tong school. Wishing them a 
happy first term and hope you won’t have 
to work too hard!

Duke of 
Edinburgh award

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s 
to Isabelle Bain (42 
Gress) on complet-
ing the Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh award.

Isabelle was pre-
sented with her cer-
tificate at Holyrood 
Palace, Edinburgh in 
July. 

Golden Wedding
Congratulations to Willie and Ishbel Maclean, Outend Coll, who recently celebrated 

their golden wedding anniversary. Willie and Ishbel were married at the Free North 
Church on 7 August 1968. They celebrated their 
golden wedding with family at The Boat Shed in 
Stornoway. Congratulations from all the family at 
home and on the mainland.
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This month our interviewee is Mairi Fellows, 
who spent some time telling us about her 
involvement in the local Pony Club. Mairi is 
the daughter of Kenny (Plant) Maciver and 
Isobel, 59 Coll. She lives in Vatisker with her 
husband Rob and daughter Amelia (or Ammy, 
as she is known), who is in primary 2 at Sgoil 
a’ Bhac. Mairi moved back to the island in 
2009 after finishing her surveying degree and 
accepting a Quantity Surveyor job in the 
Technical Services department at the council. 
Her real passion, though, is horses…

Mairi, you love horses, give us an insight 
into what you do with them?

I haven’t had a chance to do much with 
my horse (Colourville Artemis, or ‘Arty’ 
for short) this year because he’s not as fit 
as he needs to be, but normally I take part 
in the British Dressage competitions that 
Lochside Arena organise each month. I 
also enjoy jumping him (he seems to prefer 
this to dressage). If we had the facilities on 
the island, I would like to do cross country 
with him as that’s my favourite discipline. 
I enjoy hacking out on Coll beach too.

Is Ammy following in your footsteps?

She certainly is. Ammy has a pony of 
her own, called Maverick, and 
she takes him to Pony Club. 
Ammy’s first sit on horse was 
at 6 months old so it was inevi-
table she would ride!

You are heavily involved in 
Pony Club. Tell us a little 
about it and your role in the 
Club?

We are an international vol-
untary youth organisation 
for those interested in hors-
es, ponies and riding. I am 
District Commissioner (DC) 
of the Western Isles branch. 
I chair the committee and 
together we arrange training 
rallies, camps and competi-
tions throughout the year for 
our members.

I would say pony club is ‘the place’ for any 
children wanting to learn to care for and 
ride ponies. The quality of instruction in 
Pony Club is second to none. We bring the 
best coaches to the island to teach all our 
members. It is important that they get the 
very best tuition from the start. Pony Club 
offers great value for money. We keep the 
costs of all our activities as low as possible 
to make them accessible to all.

It’s a really fun club to be involved in and 
opens up so many opportunities to our 
members. One of our older members has 
just been away to Burgie to complete the 
Pony Club B test. This is the equivalent 
of the British Horse Society (BHS) stage 2 
exam, meaning she can teach at the club 
under supervision and if she wished to go 
on to do any more BHS exams, she would 
go straight to stage 3.

Who can join Pony Club?
Anyone under the age of 25 who owns, or 
has access to, a pony or horse. At present, 
our youngest member is 4 and the oldest is 
20, but we have had members as young as 
2 and up to the age of 25.

You mentioned that you run camps. 
What’s involved in Pony Club camp?

For the committee, a lot of work! For 
our members, a fun week! We bring two 
coaches over for the week of camp. The 
ponies camp over at Lochside Arena for 
the duration of the camp. The day starts at 
8.00/8.30am and finishes at 5pm. The mem-
bers are divided into rides according to 
ability and they are taught on their ponies 
in the morning and afternoon. Before or 
after lunch they receive some horse care 
training or work towards badges and tests. 
The members work together in teams to 
clean their tack and make sure they have 
clean ponies and stables.

What do you enjoy most about being DC?
I like to see the progress in all our mem-
bers, from our leadreins starting to ride 
independently to our older members who 
go away to compete or take part in Pony 
Club area activities. I like to see them have 
fun and enjoy their ponies while learning 
to take care of them. 

If Mairi and Ammy have inspired you and 
you’re interested in finding out more about 
Pony Club, please email: westernisles@
pcuk.org

Horsing Around

Ammy and Maverick 

Pony Club members  Mucking out 

 Mairi and Arty
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In the last week of the school holidays 13 intrepid 
adventurers from Back Brownies headed down to 
the Scaladale Outdoor Activity Centre for a day of 
extreme sport...

It was an early start for the girls as we had to be in 
Stornoway to catch the Scaladale minibus at 9am! We 
arrived at the Centre just before 10am and split into 
two groups. The first group squeezed into wetsuits 
and headed off to kayak at Aline, while the other 
group learnt how to abseil off the barn—quite scary 
but with fabulous views! After our packed lunches 
the two groups switched over activities.

The girls loved the kayaking. The instructors, Jen 
and Calum, put the girls at ease, 
and despite being quite windy 
on the loch they all managed to 
work together and paddle to the 
far side, where they all jumped 
onto a wee island and claimed 
it for themselves. They all then 
paddled back and jumped off 
the kayaks to swim back to the 
dock—great fun!

The abseilers had a trickier task 
in overcoming nerves to lean out 
of the open barn hatch and put-
ting all their trust in the harness 
and ropes. Kate, the instructor, 
was fabulous in getting the girls 
to move out of their comfort 
zones and they all did extremely 
well, each gaining lots of confi-
dence in their own abilities! 

We all had a fantastic day, and 
can't wait to go back.

Many thanks to Tolsta Community 
Development Ltd for their extreme-
ly kind donation, which allowed 
the girls to attend the day at a sub-
sidised cost—it really did make 
a huge difference. Many thanks 
also to Kate, Jen and Calum, our 
instructors at Scaladale, and to 
our minibus driver, who kindly 
picked us up and dropped us off 
(he never once complained about 
our fabulous singing). 

The Brownie adventurers were 
Jess Muir, Cara Macritchie, Maree 
Martin, Cerys Maciver, Chloe 
Dempsey, Victoria Sobul, Hope 
Campbell, Colleen Currie, Ria 

MacLean, Jamie Macaskill, Isla Fraser, Evie Magee 
and Lilia Macdonald.

Back Brownies meet every Monday evening during 
term time at the Loch a Tuath Hut. Anyone wishing 
to join please visit www.girlguiding.org.uk. We are 
also always keen for adult helpers.

Finally many thanks to Emily Currie. We couldn't 
have done it without your help. 

Kate Muir

1st Back Brownies

Back’s Adventurous Brownies

 Working hard

Learning the ropes Don’t look down! 

Exhilarated after their kayaking 
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Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams   ●   Spectacles   ●   Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                                 700808

Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616       
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements

Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets

A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles

Credit and Debit Cards Accepted

Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656
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Life’s Necessary Storms

An old pastor once told the following story:

It is said that one day there was a peasant who asked God if he 
could rule over nature, so that it would produce better crops 
for him. And God granted him his wish! From that moment 
on, when the peasant wanted a light rain, it happened; when he 
asked for sunshine, the celestial king of the sky shone in all its 
splendour; if he needed water, it rained harder.

But when the time of harvest came, his surprise and shock were 
great, because it was a complete failure. Upset and angry, he 
asked God why the experience had ended that way. Why did the 
crop turn out bad, since he had asked for what he thought was 
the perfect weather?

God answered him, ‘You asked for what you wanted, but in real-
ity that wasn’t what was needed. You never asked for a storm, 
and those are necessary to cleanse the sowing of the seed, to scare 
away the birds and animals that destroy it, and to purify it from 
the pestilences that are very destructive.’

The pastor went on to say – ‘That’s how it happens to us 
often. We want our lives to be pure nectar without any 
problems. An abundance of honey and a complete absence 
of bitterness. Every person needs a real storm in his life to 
make him understand how much he has worried about 
light showers and simple fleeting nonsense. The important 
thing is not to flee from the storm but rather to have faith 
and trust that it will pass and will leave something good 
in our lives.’

When we read the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John we see how the disciples were, at times, caught up 
in stormy waters on the Sea of Galilee. However, the 
intervention of the Lord Jesus changes 
everything. He meets them in the storm 
and assures them of His presence and 
power to still the storm. He brings them 
through the storm to safety. The disciples 
learn that each storm brings them closer to 
Jesus. Through the storm they discern His 
sovereign power to save and deliver them.

Life’s storms can be ferocious and terrify-
ing. However, when we see our personal 
storms through the lens of the Bible we 
see with greater clarity God’s purpose 
for us. ‘For those who love God all things 
work together for good, for those who are 
called according to his purpose’ (Romans 
8:28).

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the com-
munity to attend Back Free Church of Scotland. Services 
in Back and Tong during September 2018 are as follows:

Back
Sunday 2nd September
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 9th September
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 16th September
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 23rd September
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 30th September
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

The praise is bilingual during the morning service.

From the Manse

September Service Times 

We extend the com-
munity's best wishes 
to Rev. Calum Iain 
and Dina Macleod, 
who celebrated their 
25th wedding anni-
versary on 16 July. 
The couple moved 
to the Free Church 
Manse in August 
2010 with their 
daughters Anne 
Marie, Rachel Kate 
and Eilidh, follow-
ing Calum Iain's 
induction to the 
Back congregation. 
We wish them many 
more happy years of 
marriage.

Silver Wedding
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Carnival Winners
Congratulations to everyone who helped us build our float 
over the summer, and to everyone who joined us for the 
procession. Our float, created in partnership with Clean 
Coast Outer Hebrides, won the award for Best Dressed 
Float. We had a fantastic time making it, as you can see.  

New term for Kids Football Development Club

Monday 3 September saw the first day back for our very 
popular children’s football development club. Children 
starting P2 are invited to join the club. If you missed 
Monday’s session but would like to join, please contact 
Terri on 820745 to confirm availability of spaces.

New classes underway 

There are plenty of activities for the adults too, with yoga, 
keep fit and Boogie Bounce all starting new blocks of 
classes. If you haven’t booked your space yet get in touch 
with Terri to check availability of drop-in places.

Yoga: Tuesdays 6–7.30pm (£42 for 6 weeks) 

Fitness classes: Thursdays 10am or 7pm (£30 for 6 weeks)

Boogie Bounce: Monday Beginners 6pm or 6.30pm 
Advanced 7pm, Wednesday Beginners 10.30am, Thursday 
Beginners 5.30pm, Advanced 6pm, Saturday Beginners 

Back Football and Recreation Club - What's on? 

9.30am (6-week block: Beginners £25, Advanced £33) 

You can find out more and book classes through our website 
www.backfrc.org.uk 

Back Art Together

We are excited to announce a new club starting in September. 
Funded by the Big Lottery Awards for All, Back Art Together 
is a new monthly get together for anyone interested in art.  

Each session will start with a workshop/demo on a different 
skill or art form followed by a light lunch and social gather-
ing to share and work on personal projects.

The club is free and open to anyone with an interest in art, 
but places are limited so must be booked in advance. Topics 
for our first two sessions will be:

Saturday 15 September:  Gelli Printing

Saturday 27 October:  Drawing & Painting

Come along to the first session and help us choose what 
future topics will be. 

If you’d like to get find out more about activities happening 
at Back FRC please contact Terri on 01851 820745 or visit our 
website  www.backfrc.org.uk

Dates for your diary:
Island Archers Wednesday 15 August, 7-9pm (£8 adult, £4 junior)
Boogie Bounce Monday 27 August, 6-week block (£25/£33)

Yoga Tuesday 28 August, 6-7.30pm, 6-week block (£42)
Fitness Classes Thursday 30 August, 7-8pm or 10-11am (£30 for 6 weeks)

Beginners Bowls Friday 7 September 1-2.30pm (£1)
Back Art Together

(Gelli Printing) Saturday 15 September, 10.30am
(Drawing & Painting) Saturday 27 October, 10.30am

Book Club Thursday 6 & 27 September, 7-9pm (£2.50)
Indoor Family Golf 12—19 October

Rainy Day Bike 
Club (pre-school)

Back after the October holidays

For more information or to make a booking contact Terri on 820745 or visit www.backfrc.org.uk

Clean Coast Outer Hebrides

Team jellyfish
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In the April issue of Loch a Tuath News a suggestion was 
put forward that the district of Back should have a Comann 
Eachdraidh, in common with other communities from the 
Butt to Barra. On 17 July that ambition was realised. 

A steering group had been formed from those who attend-
ed the initial public meeting, and after seeking advice 
from Ken Roddy Mackay of CNES and Kinloch Historical 
Society, a constitution was adopted, a committee appointed 
and Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac was inaugurated.

The committee members are: Mary Ann Graham (Back), 
Seumas MacArthur (Back), Cathy Macinnes (Coll), Kenny 
Maciver (Upper Coll), Donna Maciver (Upper Coll), 
Coinneach Mac a’ Ghobhainn (Gress), Iain Murray (Back), 
Anne Ramsay (Back), Norman Smith (Gress) and Colin 
Tucker (Upper Coll). Office bearers are as follows: Chair: 
Anna Tucker (Upper Coll); Vice-Chair: Donald I. Macdonald 
(Back); Secretary: Anne MacArthur (Back); Treasurer: Màiri 
Graham (Coll).

The general aims of the Comann Eachdraidh include the collect-
ing and preserving of material of historical value and interest 
both oral and written, displaying this material and making it 
available to the community. We encourage all who have an inter-
est in recording the history and heritage of the area, whether it is 
local genealogy, the built heritage or the natural heritage of the 
area to become a Friend of the Comann Eachdraidh. Look out 
for further details of this in the next issue of Loch a Tuath News.

Regular committee meetings will be held and all who are inter-
ested are welcome to attend. It is hoped that a permanent home 
to house archives and other material will be found.

We are very grateful for the support shown by our councillors; 
they each gave generous contributions from their councillors’ 
ward funds. This enables us to start getting things moving, as 
it will help with the purchase of the basics required, such as a 
computer, safe storage and stationery. 

Up to now, apart from the excellent booklet written by members 
of the previous Comann Eachdraidh, there has not been a great 
deal of documented history of Vatisker. Bill Lawson hopes to 

publish the Croft History of Vatisker later this year and this will be 
a welcome addition to the other croft histories of the area.

Ian Quigley, who lives in West Lothian, came all the way to 
Lewis for one of the steering group meetings. Ian’s grandfather 
came from 3 Vatisker and Ian has spent many years researching 
the history of the people of Vatisker. Indeed, the Chair discov-
ered a new relation in Ian, as her grandmother came from what 
had been the same croft as Ian’s family, but it had been split into 
3a and 3b long before the respective grandparents were born. We 
look forward to seeing the fruition of Ian’s research, and helping 
him with this. If you can offer any information on Vatisker and its 
past, whether stories or photographs, please get in touch.

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac is also privileged to be involved 
in the publishing of Iain Murray’s Gaisgich Sgìre a’ Bhac, which 
will record the district’s contribution to both world wars. More 
details will follow in a later issue. 

In the meantime, if you would like to help in any way, please 
get in touch with any of the committee members, email info@
cebac.org or contact Loch a Tuath News. From Gearraidh Ghuirm 
to Gress, there is a wealth of knowledge and information both 
oral and written to be collected and recorded. The next commit-
tee meeting is on 4 September 2018 at 7.30pm in The Hut, Back.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìr’ 
a’ Bhac

Left to right: Màiri Graham, Anne Ramsay, Coinneach Smith, Anna 
Tucker, James MacArthur, Donald Macdonald, Colin Tucker, Mary Ann 

Graham, Coinneach Maciver. Missing from photo: Anne MacArthur, 
Cathy Macinnes and Norman Smith.

Cup Winners!
Congratulations to the Back under-18s, 
who won the AB Electronics cup on 
Saturday 25 August, beating Western 
Thistle 5-1. 

Back row (L-R) Campbell 
Macdonald, Cailean Linklater, John 
Bain, Conor Cunningham, Ewen 
Montgomery, Steven Macleod, Joel 
Martin, Jamie Mackinnon, Kyle 
Munro, Michael Maciver. 

Front row (L-R) Ross Maciver, 
James Maclennan, Euan Anderson, 
Scott Macleod, James Mutch, Calum 
Maclennan, Stephen Mutch, David 
Macrae. 
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Aaron Smith

Allan Sobul Conall Maclean

Joshua Macleod

Levi Smith Marsaili Maclennan

New English P1 Entrants

 
Aibhlin 
Mcgregor

Olivia Macleod

 
Ethan 

Murray
 
Brody 
Maclean

Isla Daly

New Gaelic P1 Entrants

 
Fede 

Corbett-
Uceta

 
John 

Camp-
bell

 
Karlie 

Gillan

 
James 
Morrison

Isabella  
Macdonald

 Magnus 
Montgomery

 Josh 
Macvicar

 
Samuel 

Macleod
 Sarah 

Morrison
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Roving Reporters

We are ready to start our new school year with Katie, 
Kai, Emma, Layla and Hannah as our reporters for this 
edition.  We look forward to keeping readers up to date 
with another busy and exciting year of learning.

Congratulations
We would like to congratulate our head teacher on her 
recent marriage. We wish Mr and Mrs Maclean every 

happiness as they begin 
married life together.

Farewell
We would like to say 
farewell to two of our 
valued staff members: 
Mrs Mackenzie (our 
secretary) and Miss 

Macdonald (our classroom assis-
tant), who both left at the end of last 
session. We thank them for all their 
contributions to the life of the school 
and wish them well in the future.

Tong’s Got Talent
A talent show was held at the 
school before our summer holiday. 
Mrs Cheesman, Mr Murray, Mrs 
Maclennan and Mrs Macdonald 
were our very fair judges. We 
were entertained by singers, danc-
ers, comedians, cyclists and musi-
cians, and all acts performed very 
well in front of the whole school.  
First place was awarded to Ruby, 
Lucy, Kai and Katie for singing the 
cup song along with complicated 
moves. Sarah and Joanna’s impres-
sive yoga and gymnastics moves 
made us gasp and they definitely 
deserved second place. Third place 
was awarded to Martin and Layla, 
who sang a very catchy song called 
‘Shotgun’. We would like to thank 
the judges for giving their time. 

Thank You

We would like to thank the anony-
mous person who kindly donated 
wood to fix our play boat. We don’t 
know who you are, but we are very 
thankful for your kindness. The boat 
is a much-loved feature of our play-
ground and we are looking forward 
to seeing it restored. 

New Friends 

We would like to welcome lots of new 
friends to Tong School. There are 20 new 
pupils altogether in P1, and Lucy and 
Katlynn have joined our P2, 3, 4 class. 
We hope you have lots of happy times 
and we promise to look after you in the 
playground. 

We have included a list of all the 
prize winners from our Prize 
Giving in June. We wish all our 
former P7 pupils every success 
as they move into secondary 
education.

 Our new English Primary 1 children

Our new Gaelic 
 Primary 1 children

Prize Giving 
2018

Achiever of the Year School Captain Certificates Sports Champions
P1GM Calum Murray Shian Murray P1 Kaden Murray
P2GM Mia Graham Alasdair Brett P1 Isla MacIver
P1 Campbell MacLeod Freya Murray P2 Luke Fraser
P2 Aaron Finlayson & Mairi MacLeod P2 Abbie Macleod
P2 Ayla Macleod Joel Ferguson P3 Lachie Murray
P3 Hannah Rough Edith MacFarlane P3 Layla Mackenzie
P4 Jayden Pidcock Samuel Fraser P4 Graeme Angus
P5 Arran Culley Neve MacDonald P4 Leah Macritchie &
P6 Scott Campbell Leaving Gifts for P7 P4 Johan Tynan
P7 Ian Gibb & Alasdair Brett P5 David MacIver
P7 Alasdair Brett Jamie Ferguson P5 Joanna Bray

Helping Hands Award Joel Ferguson P6 Leon Ferguson
P1GM Lily Heckles & Gregor Fraser P6 Ruby Macmillan &
PGM Connor MacDonald Samuel Fraser P6 Kai Murray
P2GM Jamie-Lynne McCulloch Ian Gibb P7 Joel Ferguson &
& P2GM Lylya MacIver Naomi Graham P7 Daniel James MacDonald
P1 Isla MacIver Rhia Mackay P7 Mairi Macleod
P2 Jaxson Campbell Neve MacDonald Kennedy Cup for Leadership
P3 Emma Murray & Liam Murray Edith Macfarlane
P3 Martin Macdonald Daniel James MacDonald Macdonald Cup for Example
P4 Amelia Mackay Edith Macfarlane Samuel Fraser
P5 Joanna Bray Rosena Macleod
P6 Cole Smith Freya Murray
P7 Rosena Macleod Shian Murray
& Freya Murray Mairi Macleod

Dux of Tong School
Joel Ferguson & Gregor Fraser

Expressive Arts Award
Rhia Mackay
Language & Literacy Award

Joel Ferguson
Maths & Numeracy Award

Gregor Fraser
Technologies Award

Liam Murray & Jamie Ferguson
R.M.E. Plaque Award

Naomi Graham
Loch a Tuath Cuach

Naomi Graham
Eco Champion Award

Shian Murray
Citizenship Award

Neve MacDonald
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Hi, my name is Isla (Nighean Seumas 
Niall Sheumas a’ Gobha), I'm 13 years 
old and I stay in Vatisker and I'd 
like to share what I get up to in my 
spare time with LATN readers. Like 
most teenagers I love social media 
and music and makeup, but my 
very favourite pastime is tending the 
sheep! I first started helping my dad 
with his flock of sheep when I was 4 
years old and ever since then I spend 
most of my spare time with him doing 
the many jobs connected with look-
ing after sheep. Over the years I have 
learnt a lot, from lambing to drench-
ing, from clipping hooves to shearing, 
and I am able to do it all (with a little 
help from my dad of course!).

My favourite time of year is spring and 
lambing time. Before the lambs come 
we have to scan the sheep to see if they 
are carrying a single lamb, twins or 
maybe even triplets. Last year when we 
were scanning I was the secretary for 
the Vatisker Common Grazings, which 
meant that I was in charge of writing 
down what each crofter’s sheep was 
expected to deliver. It was a bit hectic 
but not as busy as lambing time itself. It 

is very exciting as the lambs 
arrive at all times of the 
day and night! I am always 
amazed at how quickly the 
tiny lambs get on their feet 
just minutes after being 
born. They are very shaky 
at first but it is not long until 
they are racing about and 
leaping in the air—it is great 
fun to watch.

For gathering and pen-
ning and to save me run-
ning about and to make 
our work easier we get help 
from Sheila, Dougie, Jill and 
Jem—they are not names of 
other crofters in Vatisker 
but dogs that belong to my 
dad’s friends. I love Border 
Collies; they are intelligent, 
loyal dogs and one day I 
aim to own a collie sheep-
dog of my own. 

Our sheep graze on our own croft and 
we rent other crofts in various parts of 
Vatisker, Lighthill and Coll. The crofts 
have their own names and the Gaelic 
for croft is lot. Maybe some readers will 
recognise the names: Lot Red in Cnoc an 
t-Soluis, Lot Prigishan in Leathad Chuil, 
Lot Alex Dan a Phlangaich and Lot Anna 
Shandy in Bual a' Bhac, Vatisker. I have 

also learned other place 
names for the Common 
Grazings areas for Vatisker, 
which are Feith Donnaich 
(at Taigh 'an Dodalaidh), An 
t-Sithean (the hill behind 
Sgoil a’ Bhac), Am Beulair 
(a hill to the west of the 
Vatisker peat road), An 
Cnoc Loisgte (behind Sgoil 
a’ Bhac) and Na Pollagan 
(towards Outend Coll) and 
A’ Bhuaile Shalach (beyond 
Prigishan’s house at 34 Coll). 
If readers can suggest more 
names I’d love to learn these 
place names, too. 

In the autumn, when all the 
lambs have been weaned 
from their mothers, we do 
plunge dipping in Vatisker. 
My brother and I went 
along last year to the dip-
ping fank to see what was 
involved. Basically, the 
sheep get a bath in disin-
fectant. All the crofters go to 
the fank to assist as there is 

a lot going on from penning to putting 
the sheep in the dipper, then someone 
submerges them to make sure their 
whole body and head is covered in 
dip. They are then let out to a hold-
ing pen to let all water and dip drain 
off. Countryfile’s Adam Henson has 
nothing on the Vatisker dipping crew 
boys—and girls—of course!

We are now looking forward to the 
first lamb sale of the season. It will 
have passed by the time you read this 
so hopefully the prices will be good 
and the hard work will have paid off. 
I hope to get to this year’s sale at the 
auction mart in Steinish as in previ-
ous years I have not managed to go 
as school unfortunately gets in the 
way—do you think it will count as 
work experience?

One of my other hobbies is photogra-
phy and I try to capture as much as I 
can when we are out and about. Taking 
photos of livestock and dogs are my 
favourite as they never say ‘no, don't 
take my picture’! One of our rams 
loves taking selfies and if you don't 
believe me, take a look at this. Cheviot 
Boy is a bit of a poser and Black-faced 
Cove in the background is saying to 
himself ‘amadan’!

Isla Murray

Crof t-teen !

Na  
bailaich

 Sheila 
(front) and 
Dougie 
(back

Getting  
stuck 

into the 
shearing

Jill  
(left), 
Jem 

(right
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Mini Beast Adventure!

Summer in the Western Isles has a tendency to be deeply predictable. This summer has once again proved to be no different. We get 
the usual spell of settled weather during May, which this year lasted slightly longer. We had a slight breakdown in that pattern before 
more settled and sunny weather to end June and early July. But for the last 6/7 weeks it has been unsettled and grey, as Atlantic systems 
pushed across the UK. We tend to get another spell of settled weather in early autumn before winter properly kicks in. 

July had 60.6 mm of rainfall and a total of 112.6 hours of sunshine. It meant that out of the 7 months of the year  so far July was the third 
dullest. February is in second place with 89.2 hours of sunshine and January in first, with just 32.6 hours of sunshine. 

As I write this we are in the peak Atlantic hurricane season, which thankfully, after the 2017 season, this year has so far been calm. It’s 
a fairly murky subject when it comes to the UK and hurricanes. We don’t get hurricanes in the UK like they do in the United States and 
the Caribbean as our waters cannot support them: the water isn’t warm enough and hurricanes need warm waters sustain themselves. 
This year we have seem Tropical Storms Ernesto and Chris bring unsettled conditions to the UK. Last year, Hurricane Ophelia brought 
strong winds and rain to Ireland. It was not a hurricane by the time it arrived on the shores of Ireland, but there had been a lot of debate 
about that thanks to the strong winds and rain it brought.

Weather Watch
with Richard Cooke 

Sunshine and 
showers in Gress, 
courtesy of James 
Iain Macdonald
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It was a busy summer in Tong this year! We had unicorns 
flying around the village in June and Scarecrows popping 
up in August. Twenty-two households in Tong scared 
away the crows with their amazing and inventive 
creations in their gardens, driveways and crofts. The 
village was buzzing and it was great fun.

Local council- lor Donald Crichton had the tough 
task as guest judge to choose 

the winners. There was a 
huge range of entries, 

from a Calmac boat 
to glamorous gran-

nies to Star Wars to 
Spiderman to a whole 

Tong Scarecrow Competition

The Outer Hebrides Alcohol and Drug Partnership 
(OHADP) has launched a new Recovery Support Services 
Directory. It contains information on local and national 
services available through all stages of an individual’s 
recovery journey, including assessment, treatment, sup-
port, advice and information on alcohol and drugs. The 
Directory is available online at www.outerhebadp.co.uk 
and paper copies of the directory will also be available, 
as well as discreet pocket-sized cards from a variety of 
locations including local authority, NHS and third sector 
services. An e-version of the directory on the OHADP 
website will be regularly updated. For those who have a 
QR barcode reader app on their mobile phone, they can be 
linked to the website by scanning the QR code displayed 
on the back cover of either the directory or the pocket 
cards. 

The Directory brings all the information about alcohol 
and drug services together in one place and will assist 

the whole community to be better informed about service 
availability. It will also provide service users with infor-
mation about service providers and assist anyone who 
may be concerned about someone else’s substance use.    

The OHADP is made up of a range of partner organisa-
tions and stakeholders including NHS Western Isles, 
CnES, Police Scotland, Third Sector and community rep-
resentatives. They aspire to create a healthy community 
where the problems of substance use are prevented and 
reduced. This includes tackling the harmful effects of alco-
hol and drugs, promoting sustained recovery and deliver-
ing better outcomes for everyone affected. 

For further information about the Outer Hebrides Alcohol 
and Drug Partnership, or if you would like a copy of the 
directory contact www.outerhebadp.co.uk or telephone: 
Lewis & Harris office - 01851 762022 or Uist & Barra office 
- 01870 602588 

New alcohol and drug services directory launched

In third place were the Maclennans of Druim, 
Tong, with their speeding BMX Biker. 

The competition was run by the Tong Recreation 
Association as a fun event for the village and also 
to help in our fundraising efforts this year as we are 

having to make essential roof 
repairs to the Community 

Centre at a cost of 
£24,000.

We sincerely thank 
everyone who par-
ticipated and donat-
ed. We had so much 
fun and hope to 
make this an annu-
al event. We will be 
back next summer 

and have bigger and 
better plans!

Isobel Ann Macdonald

class of scarecrow school kids, naming 
just a few. 

The winner was Adam Finlayson of 
Springside, who came first and won 
Sparkles the Unicorn with his amazing 
Springside Superheroes.

In second place were the Cowboy 
Builders by Donald Martin and 
family of Aird Tong.

1.

2.

4.

5.

6.

1. Highly commended
2. Springside superheroes
3. No health and safety at this site!
4. Mind the lamppost!
5. A serious-looking judge
6. We hope it wasn't reading LATN that made granny 
fall asleep!

3.
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1. Marag the bulldog, who lives 
with Ali (Nomie), Amanda, Ross and 
Andrew Macleod in Tong. Marag 
was a finalist in the Willoglen 
Garden Centre Dog Show.

2. Milo the Daschund, who lives 
with Scott (Nomie), Fiona and Katie 
Macleod in Plasterfield. Milo 
recently won best dog in show at the 
Carloway show on 1 August! Milo is 
cousin to Marag.

3. Wilma the Westie, from 
Broadbay View. Sent in by 
Andrew Morrison.

4. Tig lives in Coll with Jess 
Muir. Tig is a 6-year-old rescue 
Hungarian Puli.

Pet 
Corner

1.

3.

Left: Jamie Mackinnon was awarded the LATN Player of the Month for June 2018. Here he is getting his trophy 
from Dano. Right: Gordy Maciver was awarded the LATN Player of the Month for July 2018. Here he is getting 
his trophy from Bomie.

LATN Pl ayers of the Month

2.

4.
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service
A D V I C E
YOU CAN
T R U S T

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £32.40 (or £20 for email) to Laura Burns, 29 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LQ.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
Email address (for PDF copies)
____________________________________________
I enclose £32.40  or £20 for PDF 
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Stuck on Total Heat Total Control – 
You don’t need to be!!

Hebrides Energy has launched a NEW 
fixed tariff for customers with storage 
heaters, providing an opportunity for 
customers to achieve significant sav-
ings and secure guaranteed prices until 
September 2019.  

The new fixed Hebridean Take Control 
Tariff is offered in partnership with 
Scottish not-for-profit energy supplier, 
Our Power. At a time when many sup-
pliers have increased their prices, this 
means local households could secure 
a competitive fixed rate right up to 
September 2019. 

Chair of Hebrides Energy, Carola Bell, 
commented: ‘At a time when electricity 
prices continue to rise, we know there is 
interest in the certainty a fixed rate tariff 
can offer. Island homes with THTC meters 

have traditionally been disadvantaged as 
they’ve had no option but to stick with one 
supplier. We’re delighted to be working 
with Our Power to improve competition 
in the local market and hopefully generate 
considerable savings for local households.’

While savings will vary for each house-
hold, a current comparison between 
SSE Total Heat Total Control tariff 
shows a potential annual saving of at 
least £245 (or 19%) when switching 
to Hebrides Take control fixed tariff. 
This fixed rate tariff is only available 
to direct debit customers. However, 
Hebrides Energy also provides com-
petitive variable tariffs for consumers 
on THTC, standard or Economy 7/
Economy 10 meters across all payment 
types.

Switching is a short and simple process 
that can be completed online or by 
phone. There are no exit fees for those 

who wish to return to their original 
energy provider. If you would like to 
find out how much you could save, 
please visit https://our-power.co.uk/
hebrides or call 0808 189 4436.

If you live in the Outer Hebrides and 
would like further assistance and advice 
on switching your energy supplier, you 
can contact Tighean Innse Gall on 01851 
706121 or info@tighean.co.uk

About Hebrides Energy:

Hebrides Energy is a Community 
Interest Company working in partner-
ship with licensed UK Energy supplier, 
Our Power, to give consumers in the 
Outer Hebrides access to competitively 
priced electricity. Partners in Hebrides 
Energy are: Hebridean Housing 
Partnership, Tighean Innse Gall, The 
Stornoway Trust, Comhairle nan Eilean 
Siar and Community Energy Scotland.

Stuck on Total Heat Total Control – You don’t need to be!!
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Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

“Serving the crofters of  Lewis 
and Harris since 1958”

Agricultural Merchants and 
Suppliers Of:

UFAS Approved Animal Health

Fencing
Fertiliser

Seeds
Gardening
Households
Hardware

Plus much more…
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Triple Chocolate Brownies  

If you were inspired by the Brownies on p. 7, here's how to make 
your own!

You’ll need a 23 x 23 cm square baking tin lined with greased 
foil.
Ingredients:

- 185 g unsalted butter, cubed
- 1 vanilla pod (if you don’t have one to hand, just use 1 tsp 
of vanilla extract)
- 180 g dark chocolate, roughly chopped to aid melting
- 2 large eggs (free range, of course)
- 2 egg yolks (free range, too!)
- 250 g caster sugar
- 150 g plain flour
- 50 g cocoa powder
- 75 g white chocolate chips
- 75 g milk chocolate

Instructions
1. Preheat your oven to 170ºC fan and prepare your baking 
tin. If using a vanilla pod, take a sharp knife and split it 
down the middle. Scrape out the seeds using the tip of the 
knife and set aside.

2. Next, place the dark chocolate in a glass bowl along with 
the butter and set it over a pan of barely simmering water, 
ensuring the bottom of the bowl isn’t touching the water. 
Leave to melt, stirring occasionally.

3. While the chocolate is busy melting, use an electric mixer 
to beat together the eggs, egg yolks, sugar and vanilla until 
smooth and creamy. This will take about 3 minutes at a 
low–medium speed.

4. In a separate bowl, sift together the flour and cocoa 
powder.

5. By this time the chocolate mixture should have finished 
melting so remove it from the heat and leave it to cool for 
2–3 minutes. Once cooled slightly, add the chocolate mix-
ture to the egg mixture and beat until just incorporated. 
Fold in the sifted flour/cocoa powder using a wooden 
spoon. Finally, stir in the chocolate chips.

6. Pour the mixture into the baking tin and bake for 25 
minutes. Remove from the oven and leave to cool com-
pletely in the tin.

Oisean a' Chòcaire
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Independent Financial 
Advisers

Donald Martin

Succession Group Ltd, 
based within CIB,

63 Kenneth Street, Stornoway. 
HS1 2DS.

(t) 01851 701212

(e) donald.martin@succes-
siongroup.co.uk
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The summer holidays are over and the 
Community Council recommenced with a 
meeting held on Tuesday 21 August.

A number of issues were raised at this meet-
ing and with Community Policing officers in 
attendance road safety was again high on the 
agenda with concerns continuing about speed-
ing throughout the area, particularly on the 
road between Back and Gress. Speeding is a 
priority for the police and they plan to increase 
patrols in the area to tackle this problem. It 
should be remembered that speeding drivers 
are also members of the community and we 
would urge everyone to remind their friends 
and neighbours of the dangers posed to chil-
dren, families and themselves by driving at 
excessive speed on our roads.

The Community Council plan to hold a Soup & Pudding in the 
Community Hut on Saturday 22 September, 12– 2pm, to raise funds 
for events such as the Senior Citizen’s Dinner and we look forward 
to a good turnout at this event. Any donations for this event can be 
handed in to the Hut from 10.30 am onwards.

On that note, we would 
like to thank every-
one who came to our 
Afternoon Tea on 7 July. 
We raised almost £200 and 
tasted some great cakes!

The next meeting of the 
Community Council will 
take place on Tuesday 9 
October in the Community 
Hut at 7pm and all mem-
bers of the community are 
welcome to attend.

Community Council Update

Soup & Pudding

12–2pm Saturday 22 
September

The Hut

Proceeds to the Community 
Council funds

 Taken June 1945 George Junior, Bird's 
uncle, Gress

Rita (prize) No 40 Gress, Murdina (Ghlen)  
No 32, Maggie Ann (Dan) No 37 Gress

Alasdair Murray (Kipper) No 21 Gress and Angus  
Macdonald (Pedro) No 26 Gress
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Old Coin Found
While binding the corn in a 
field last week, one of the 
workers found a shilling dated 
1817. A robust King George III 
head adorned it, and inscribed 
on it are the words “Georg. 
III D.G. Britt. Rex F. D.” The 
shilling has been worn thin by 
time, but how it came to be 
undiscovered for so long in a 
field ploughed regularly is a 
mystery. We can imagine that 
on the day it was lost there 
was a great to-do among the 
family, especially if it was one 
of the youngsters who dropped 
it. The shilling then was worth 
a sight more than it is now. 
One of our more romantically 
inclined acquaintances is firm-
ly of the opinion, however, 
that the shilling was lost by a 
smuggler, while hurrying back 
to his ship after completing 
some spiritual transaction, but 
our best proof that the money 
was honestly come by, is that 
in those days there were no 
high shoulder pads to turn out 
a first-class spiv.

Gress Bride–Tolsta Groom
The wedding took place in 
Back Hall recently of Miss 
Peggy Ferguson, 2 Gress, and 
Mr Norman Macinnes, 1 Glen, 
North Tolsta. Rev A Macleod 
performed the marriage cer-
emony in Back Church, which 
was followed by an enjoyable 
ceremony in the Hall.

The bride, who was given away 
by her father, looked lovely 
in a charming gown of white 
lace over silk, and to give the 
last touch to the bridal outfit, 
there was a lovely tulle veil, 
held in place by a coronet of 
orange blossoms, which came 
all the way from South Africa. 
Happily, the donor, the bride’s 
sister (Mrs Daniels), was home 
on holiday from South Africa 
at the time to see for her-
self just how well Dominion 
veils go with Lewis brides! A 
bouquet of real red roses, set 
in maidenhair fern, was the 
bride’s choice of flowers.

Her bridesmaids, Mary 
Macinnes, the ’groom’s sister, 
and her own sister Mary Ann, 
were becomingly dressed, 
Mary in turquoise figured 
satin, with a pleated skirt, and 
Mary Ann petite in pink satin. 
They both wore headdresses 
to match. Mrs Daniels was 
matron of honour, and chose 
a gown of pink lace with a 
pink headdress, while all three 
carried bouquets of real pink 
roses, trimmed with blue rib-
bons. A niece of the ’groom, 
Dolina Macinnes, was the 
pretty little trainbearer in an 
ankle-length pink silk dress, 
with a headdress to match and 
carefully carrying a posy of 
flowers. The best man was the 
bride’s brother, Donald.

Among the many telegrams 
which the young couple 
received was one from South 
Africa and another from 
Canada, and they were also the 
recipients of a large number 
of useful presents. The bride-
groom was for five and a half 
years a prisoner of war, being 
one of the survivors of the 
“Rawalpindi,” and the bride 
was one of three sisters to 
serve in the WAAF.

A New Look suit in dusty pink, 
with a pink hat, brown accesso-
ries and brown fur fabric coat 
was the bride’s choice for her 
going-away outfit. The young 
couple left for their honey-
moon, which was spent in the 
South of England, and the good 
wishes of the community are 
extended to them for the future.

Another present from South 
Africa was a beautifully iced 
three-tiered wedding cake of 
unusual design

Death of Mr Donald Stewart
It was with a deep sense of 
loss that his many friends 
learned of the death in the 
Lewis Hospital, Stornoway, of 
Mr Donald Stewart, Lighthill, 
Back.

Mr Stewart, the sole surviving 
member of the family of the 
late Mr and Mrs Alexander 
Stewart of 4 Vatisker, was 55 

years of age. He had been in 
ill-health for some months, and 
was removed to hospital seven 
weeks before his death, but it 
was not generally realised that 
his illness was of such a seri-
ous nature, and his death came 
as a shock to the village.

Mr Stewart possessed a fine 
nature, a quiet and friendly 
disposition which earned for 
him many lifelong friends who 
can look back with a feeling of 
gratefulness to their associa-
tion with one so selfless, and 
so completely unperturbed by 
the rush and hurry of the pre-
sent day. Donald was rich in 
that rare quality, contentment, 
and yet at the same time he 
found joy in the successes of 
his fellow-men.

The seat which he occupied 
so readily in church is now 
empty and the heartfelt sym-
pathy of the whole commu-
nity is extended to his widow 
and only son, in their second 
loss within recent years, their 
only daughter, Alexina, having 
passed away while still in her 
teens.

The funeral took place to Gress 
Cemetery, and the esteem in 
which Mr Stewart was held in 
the district was evident from 
the unusually large concourse 
there. Rev A Macleod conduct-
ed the funeral service.

Back in Time September 1948

The K. (Titan) MacDonald bowling competition 
was proposed by members of the bowling club 
to commemorate Titan’s involvement in the 
clubs in both Back and Stornoway, as his pres-
ence was always an inspiration to the members. 
His wit and funny stories were always some-
thing to look forward to; hence the reason it was 
suggested to hold a competition in his name. 

An invitation to take part is sent to the mem-
bers of all the bowling clubs, and they are 
always eager to play in the competition, held in 
April. The last invitational was played at Back 
Bowling Club at Upper Coll. This year’s win-
ners were the team comprising Peter O’Donnell 
(Vatisker), Agnes Munro (Stornoway) and 
Malky Macleod (Coll). Peter O Donnell, Agnes Munro and Malky Macleod with the Kenneth 

Titan MacDonald trophy

K. (Titan) MacDonald Bowling Competition



26

Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office

20 Kenneth Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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Many of you will already know that we got married on Friday 13 
July this year. Many of you will also have attended our special day! 
We have just about re-acclimatised to normality after what has been 
our best summer on record. We are grateful to have been asked to 
write a short piece about our wedding day for the Loch a Tuath News. 

One of the first priorities, of course, when planning a wedding is 
deciding on, and booking, a venue. There was no doubt in both of 
our minds that we wanted to get married at home. We had been 
to lots of lovely weddings at local venues but for some reason we 
had a desire to do something a little different. In short, we wanted 
something with a casual style that could accommodate everyone 
comfortably and enabled us to put a personal stamp on the appear-
ance. A sweaty sports hall wouldn’t be everybody’s first choice for a 
wedding venue, but for both of us it holds many special memories, 
so it was actually the perfect location. Martin has probably spent 
more hours in Coll playing football than he has anywhere else…
Esther mainly watching him play football. We both spent our Friday 
afternoons after school in S1 and S2 getting basketball coaching 
from Euan Moley and badminton coaching from John and Kathleen 
MacNeill. Coll beach is Esther’s favourite place, having spent hours 
walking on the beach, with her first love, Boris (the cocker spaniel), 
and latterly Martin. Martin got in touch with the Back FRC commit-
tee and they were more than obliging and encouraging in giving us 
the go ahead. We fancied the idea of having a marquee wedding as it 
provides a blank canvas that allows you to personalise your day and it has a nice spacious, yet snug, feel to it. We had 
recently attended a friend’s wedding in a marquee provided by a company called North of Scotland Marquees (NOSM), 
based in Nairn, and so we decided to get in touch. Their website slogan states: ‘We build amazing venues. You create 
them’. This is exactly what we were after. 

NOSM were instantly on board in helping us plan our perfect day. A couple of initial ideas based on an outdoor setting 
fell through, but Grant (NOSM Events Director) was incredibly supportive of our suggestions and forthcoming with his 
own ideas. We met up a few times to chat about options and logistics and eventually it was decided to construct a marquee 
inside the centre. This would create the ‘marquee feel’ while providing plenty space and also cutting costs. Another bonus 
is that having the marquee inside removed the inevitable concern of the weather. We were granted flexibility in choosing 
the size and layout of the marquee and so we were able to customise it to make the most of the space and the facilities avail-
able. Once our design was in place, we were able to think about personalising the interior, which adds to the uniqueness 
of the day. We set to work getting decorative items made with a determination to use as many local resources as possible. 
Furnishings came from NOSM and table linen from a company in Brodie. We made table signs from old boards and Esther 
collected old lab glassware and jars, made tassels to fringe tables and chairs — the 
list is endless! This was all shuttled from Inverness to Lewis on various trips. 
Neither of us had ever tasted Titchy Pitch food, but we’d only ever heard 
great things about it, so we got in touch with them about catering and 
hire of crockery, etc. Our fabulous flowers for the church and hall came 

Our Wedding Esther & Martin, Friday 13 July 2018
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from Maybury Gardens and we hired ‘LOVE’ letter signs from a local 
company, Sweet Touches. Maggie Smith (Esther’s mum) made the stun-
ning and delicious cake, which was set on logs bought from the Sawmill. 
Calum Maclean also sourced some nice wooden rounds to serve cheese 
in the evening. We were in touch with Chrissie Burr about setting up 
some tea/coffee and homebaking in the church hall after the wedding. 
She was incredibly helpful in organising helpers to serve, while we 
recruited some keen home bakers from our family and friends. 

It was a very gradual build up to July with lots of little projects going 
on consistently in the background, but in spite of all the planning and 
picturing of details, we knew that on our own we couldn’t pull it off. 
When it came to ‘wedding week’, what we really relied on was the help 
and support from everyone around us to make it all come together. 

Even before the marquee arrived at Coll Centre on Tuesday morn-
ing, we had around 15 guys at the hall ready and willing to build 
it. Mina (Martin’s mum), Martin’s aunties Chrissie and Kitty, our 
bridesmaid Laura and I got some bacon rolls together and Aunty 
Chrissie’s duff kept us all going. The guys got the marquee up in no 
time and so we had Tuesday evening, Wednesday and Thursday to 
furnish and decorate. Every day, we had our own friends and fam-

ily there to help, but we were especially touched by other members 
of the community popping in to see how things were going. It was nice 

to almost extend our wedding by having everyone around us — literally helping to make our day.  

On the day itself, everything came together beautifully. The bridal party was chauffeured in classic cars driven by Murdo 
George Macleod and Michael Maciver. We were greeted by friendly and familiar faces who came to see us at the church, 
and we enjoyed afternoon tea and cake in the hall — a spread Mary Berry would have been proud of! We had our photos 
taken on the ‘cirean’ at Back beach, the football pitch and Coll beach. After an amazing meal, we danced the night away 
to the sound of the ceilidh band ‘Tweed’ (incredible), as well as a set from Sian Mackay on the guitar. Although it was sad 
to see the night come to an end, we had a night in Broad Bay House and a famous Fordham breakfast to look forward to! 

The worst thing about everything going up was that it all had to come down. Even before we arrived at the centre on 
Saturday (around 11am…early enough we thought!) everything had been tidied and the marquee was basically down 
thanks to Kevin Bloxy, Murray and Eileen Macleod, wee Willie and Calum (Martin’s dad), plus a few other keen helpers 
who made their way down throughout the morning. When all was done and dusted, we relaxed and reminisced over a 
BBQ with the leftover food from Titchy Pitch, being serenaded by wee Willie (still going) on the box. We closed proceed-
ings with a kickabout in the hall to top off what was a great weekend! 

The phrase ‘Tre dhilseachd, buaidh’ (‘Through loyalty, success’) is the motto of Back FRC. Thanks to the loyalty of our 
friends, family and community, we had a very successful day that will live with us for the rest of our lives. Within just a 
few miles, between Tong and Back, it’s amazing what can be achieved with the help and support of family and friends. 

We have so many people to thank for such a memorable day, but we’d like to use this opportunity to mention a few mem-
bers of our community who played a special role: Terri Davies and the Back 
FRC committee; Back Free Church and Tong Bible Ladies;  Our minister, 
Rev. Kenny Macleod (Dowanvale) and our precenter, Pordy; our front-
line construction team — Richard from NOSM, Calum Maclean, Kevin 
Bloxy, wee Willie, Murray Macleod (and Sam), Davie Ox (and Josh), 
Ross Hall, Iain Tohan, Domhnall Smith, Iain Fargie, David Maclean, 
Jason Macleod, Michael Maciver and Ali Gillies and Neilly Macdonald 
from Point; Kenny John Mackenzie who called Martin from Uganda at 
7am; Torchuil Crichton gave us a mention alongside Trump in the Daily 
Record; Rebecca Engebretson, Moray Weir and the talented Titchy Pitch 
team; Alison and David Carty at Maybury Gardens, and Joan Moley 
for the vases; Lewis Macleod from Tong, who drove the bus; our chauf-
feurs — Murdo George, Michael Maciver, Innie Campbell and Neil 
Macdonald from Ness; Dano Macdonald for supplying the BBQs and 
Macleod & Macleod for the burgers.

Martin and Esther Maclean

Colour photos on opposite page, clockwise  from top left:

1. Just married! 2. The Back boys 
3. Could be the Caribbean, 4. Pitch invasion (shh…don’t tell Alec John!)
5. Under construction: Part 1 of the centre’s transformation
6. The finished article: Isn’t it beautiful (and unrecognisable)?
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts, Tours
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(oats) then. We still had them when I was growing 
up. The ploughing, the raking, the planting of the 
seed, cliathadh again, and then the roller to smooth it 
all out. We all had our own wooden cliath. We used 
to feel big when we were asked to pull it along the 
surface to bury the newly planted seed. We watched 
it grow, green, then yellow, and being cut, later than 
the grass. Some were very good at the speal. You 
could hear the skilled sharpening of the blade across 
the crofts. I was never good at it. Then the badan. 
Eight or ten of them stacked against each other to 
make the adagan. Then when they were dry taken to 
the iodhlain and stacked in such a way that the water 
ran off them. Skills once learnt never forgotten. I 
think I could still do a bad, an adag and a tòrr.

Later in the year, when needed, a few adagan at a 
time, we took them into the byre. I remember the 
fun as the mice hiding in the base tried to escape. 

Part of growing up in the 1950s. Like the mill, now 
gone. 

Regarding the mill, answers please to the Editor, 
Loch a Tuath News. I look forward to reading and 
learning more.

It is strange how many things about our own area we don’t know; 
maybe I should say I don’t know.

This was brought home to me when I recently visited the ruins of the 
old Gress Mill for the first time. Less than 3 miles from Col Uarach and 
I know very little about it.

Like most of us I have passed countless times but had never stopped. 

I was once told by Cairistiona (Banntrach Ailig an t Siaraich) how her 
father had been killed in the mill. His clothes had got caught in the mill 
mechanism: gruesome. But that was the only person who I knew had a 
connection with the mill.

It was thought provoking to see the silent remains of the wheel that 
marks the power source of the mill. The water from the nearby stream 
turned the wheel, which turned the rest of the corn-grinding mechanism 
inside the mill. It is sad to see the broken bits and pieces inside the mill, 
mostly covered by grass. It is as if time stopped, and the district moved 
on but the mill and its contents were left to slowly decay and disinte-
grate.

I am sure one of your readers can fill in the many gaps in my knowl-
edge. Who was the muillear? When did the mill last work? How far did 
people come with their corn? How did my friend Murdo Mhurchaidh an 
Stal come to be the present owner? I know part of the answer. He is a 
descendent of the muillear. Did people have to pay cash or was payment 
by a proportion of the corn and flour going to the miller?

The building, I could see, is in two parts. The older part was the mill, 
with big stones in the wall, many of which have fallen down. But the big 
wheel is still there. A silent witness to past generations and a lifestyle 
long gone.

Then there is the rest of the building. This is in relatively good order. It 
is made of poured concrete. What was this part? Apparently, it was a 
workshop in which Mr Webb used to manufacture parts—some say for 
aviation purposes, some say for other industrial purposes. I have been 
told he used to work in there on his own, minding his own business, and 
that not many knew what he actually did. 

I would be interested to hear more about Mr Webb. I know he was mar-
ried into the muillear family but not much else. I do remember his son 
John Murdo Webb when I went to Back School. It would be good to hear 
what his portion in life has been.

I am sure some of the older generation in Gress will have the answers, 
but isn’t it strange how little we know about a facility which at one time 
would have had such an essential function in our area. Everyone had corn 

Coinneach aig Baile

Gress Mill The wheel
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Material for publication in the OCTOBER issue of Loch a Tuath News 
must be in before MONDAY 17   SEPTEMBER 2018


