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Fàilte
Welcome to our November
issue. We have a jam-packed
edition for you.
The end of October and start
of November mark the end
of the traditional harvest season, or Samhain. Samhain is
one of four Gaelic seasonal
festivals (Imbolc, Bealtaine and
Lughnasadh are the others),
and was widely observed in
Scotland, Ireland and the Isle
of Man. It was the time when
cows were brought home
and livestock slaughtered to
feed families over the winter.
Samhain was thought to be
a time when the boundary
between worlds was more
easily crossed, allowing
spirits to enter our world (if
you’ve watched Outlander,
which I highly recommend
by the way, you’ll know all
about this!). People left out
food and drink for these
spirits and feasts were had.
Guising was part of the tradition, and involved people going door to door in
costume, singing or reciting
verses for food. Remind you
of anything? These are the
origins of our modern-day
Halloween. Halloween, or
guising, seemed to have died
a death in the district over
the last few years but there

has been a bit of a resurgence. We had loads of kids
knocking on the doors last
year, which was really nice
to see.
This time of year also marks
the start of the farming/crofting calendar. The hay will
have been brought in, potatoes lifted, the sheep dipped
and much excitement will
have been had at the annual
ram sales. The rams will be
ready for action now and
let loose among the ewes. I
thought it only fitting to put
this year’s champion ram on
the cover. You can read more
about him on p. 29.
November is also synonymous with Remembrance
and we have several related articles for you to read.
WWI affected every family on the island. From a
population of 35,000 around
7000 men went away to the
war. By the Armistice of 11
November 1918, more than
1100 men had died and that
as a proportion of those who
served, this was the highest in the UK. Then there
was the Iolaire disaster,

followed by emigration on
the Metagama, followed by
WWII. Dark days indeed.
My maternal granny’s
brother, Flight Sergeant
Daniel McLeman of the
Royal Airforce Voluntary
Reserve, was lost in Burma
in September 1945, shortly
after VJ day, at the age of
22. The plane he was on
crashed during a supply
drop. She also has an interesting tale to tell about her
mother’s narrow escape
from the Iolaire, but I’ll save
that for the next issue.
We are still keen to hear from
you regarding any districtspecific information you
have about the disaster for
our special 100th anniversary supplement. We really
do need your help pulling
things together. Email me
or contact your village correspondent directly.
Finally, well done to Còisir
Sgir' A’ Bhac and Finlay
Montgomery on their recent
successes at the Royal
National Mòd in Dunoon.
You can give those voices a
well-earned rest now!
Until next time.
Jayne
Cover image courtesy of George
Graham.
www.facebook.com/
LochaTuathNews
@lochatuathnews

How to submit an article or a photograph to the Loch
a Tuath News
By email: latneditor2@outlook.com
By post: Loch a Tuath News, School Road, Vatisker, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JY
Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. We are now able to
scan photos and documents at the office. Please contact the editor to make an
appointment. If you need to have an article typed, please contact the secretary.

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News?
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and
postage.

We need you...
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of
the district, but they need your help.
See the contact details on this page.
Thanks
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Back
New Baby
Congratulations to Jemma and Kevin
MacVicar, 2 Lighthill, on the birth of their
daughter Evie Mary on 7 September,
weighing 9lb 4oz. Evie is a little sister for
Josh and Freya. The birth of her little sister was particularly special for Freya as
it was her first birthday on the 7th too!
Congratulations
Congratulations to Isla Macdonald, who
won four gold medals and a silver one
at the Inverness Club Championships at
the start of October. She also broke the
championship record for 100m breaststroke (11/12 year olds). Isla is the daughter of Andy and Mandy Macdonald, and
granddaughter of Murdo Milo and Joan
Murray, 47 Back.
80th Birthday
Many happy returns to John (Jokey)
Macleod upon reaching his 80th birthday on 14 October. Jokey, as many of you
will know, emigrated to New Zealand in
1960 and lives in Waitakere City, west
Auckland, with his wife Cathie. Jokey
is the last surviving brother of Chirsty
Ann MacArthur, 50 Back. They have
recently enjoyed a visit from his nephew
Seumas (Bomie) and his wife Anne (read
more about this in a later issue). Funnily
enough, both Seumas and his first cousin, Fraser, also celebrated October birthdays during the visit, so a joint party
was held. Felicitations to you all.
New Home
Congratulations to Donnie (mac Nelly
agus Norman) and Lynne Maciver, who
have now moved into their new home
at 2 Back. Wishing you and your family
many happy years in your lovely new
house. Enjoy the view!

Vatisker
New Babies
We send our congratulations to Iain
and Sonya Smith on the birth of their
son, Hamish Alexander on 11 October,
weighing 6lb 10oz. The couple have
their home in Perth, Western Australia.
Equally delighted with her new grandson is Mrs Katie Mary Smith, 37 Vatisker
(Katie Mary Uilleim Chaluim).
Congratulations to Kevin and Chrisann
Stewart on the birth of their baby son,
Kian Macleod, in Stornoway on 19 July
2018. Kian is the second grandchild for
Iain (Shocan) and Anne Stewart, Point
and the first grandchild for John Angus
and Marsali Macleod, North Tolsta.

3

As Na
Bailtean

Bereavements
In recent weeks four individuals with
Vatisker connections have passed away.
We wish to extend our condolences to
their families in their bereavement.
On 19 September the funeral took place
to Sandwick Cemetery of Janet Macrae,
Seaforth Road, Stornoway. Janet was
the wife of John Angus Macrae (Shandy)
formerly of 15 Broadbay View.
On 21 September John Gallagher, 13B
Vatisker, passed away suddenly at
home. A native of Glasgow, he was
employed at Arnish when he first settled
in Lewis. He was predeceased, in 2006,
by his wife Anne (nighean Aonghas Mòr
agus Willieann Neillan). John is survived
by his son Daniel.
Marietta Clay (nighean Ruairidh a' Chèic)
passed away in a London hospital
on 2 October aged 64 years. The eldest daughter of the late Roderick and
Etta Mackay, she was brought up at
1 New Park, Vatisker, with her sisters
Chrisanna and Alice. Marietta's marital
home was in Camberley, Surrey.
The funeral of Mina Morrison took place
to Sandwick Cemetery on 15 October.
Mina a' Mhaighstir Sgoile spent her formative years at Back Schoolhouse with
her sisters Peggy Mairi (53 Vatisker),
Alice (Stornoway) and her late brother
Iain Murdo. Their father Alex Matheson
was Head Master at Back in the 1940s
and 50s.

Coll
New Baby
Congratulations to two sets of grandparents in Coll. Murdo and Shona Mackay
(22 Coll) became grandparents for the
first time, and Kenny and Isobel Maciver
(72 Coll) became grandparents for the
third time to baby Grace, whose Mummy
and Daddy are Andrew Maciver (not
Macleod as reported in the last issue!)
and his wife Fiona (nee Mackay). We
wish the new parents all the best and
hope they don't have too many sleepless
nights. We mustn't forget the two new
uncles, Willie and David.

Gress
New Baby

David and Karen Macdonald are
delighted to announce the safe arrival
of Emily Johanna Macdonald, who was
born on 1 October. Emily is a little sister
for Kate and the second grandchild for

Mairi and Seamus, 32 Gress, and the
fourth grandchild for Murdo (Dodo)
and Winnie, Eoropie.
Silver Wedding

Best wishes go to Jack and Chriselle
Bain on their silver wedding anniversary. They were married in Back Church
on 15 October 1993. We wish them
many more happy years together.
Congratulations

Congratulations to Samuel Maclennan,
23a Gress (Mac Iain Mardo agus
Catherine), who won the gold medal
for the 75m and silver medals for the
150m and 600m at the Western Isles
Track and Field Championships in
September. [Editor’s note: you can read
more about the Championships on p. 25.]
New Job

After six months working at the BBC
news desk in Inverness, Annabel
Maclennan (14 Gress) is back in
Glasgow. From November she will be
presenting the BBC’s long-running current affairs programme, Eorpa. We look
forward to seeing you on our screens!
Correction
I do apologise to Andrew and Fiona
Maciver (36 Gress) for giving them the
new surname of Macleod in last month’s
issue! We hope your new arrival is
settling in well.

Tong
Bereavements

Sympathies are extended to Angus
(Mopp), Jessie Mary (Moley), Gordon,
Alistair and Gillian of Clachan Biorach
on the death of Angus’s mother Mary
Bell Macdonald in September aged
92 years. Mary Bell, originally from
Grimshader, was married to Archie
and lived in Stornoway all her married life. She worked at both the old
County and Lewis hospitals until her
retirement. Mary Bell was a faithful
member of Stornoway Free Church and
a collection was taken for Bethesda,
where she spent her final years. Sincere

A,.s na Bailtean Pictures
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New babies, clockwise from top left:
Freya and Evie Mary MacVicar (Back)
Emily Johanna Macdonald (Gress)
Hamish Alexander Smith (Vatisker)
Kian Macleod (Vatisker)
Riley Alexander Maciver (Upper Coll)

 Jack and Chriselle Bain (Gress)

 Samuel Maclennan (Gress)
 John Stewart +
family (Upper Coll)
Isla Macdonald (Back) 

 John Macleod +  John, Seumas and Fraser (Back)
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condolences are also extended to her daughters Mairi and
Sandra, and their families, both in Stornoway and on the
mainland, and also to her cousins, nieces and nephews.

The village also extends its sincere condolences to Cathie’s
grieving husband, Alex John, and their children Catriona,
Shona, Alasdair and Angus, and extended family at this time

We also extend our sincere sympathy to the family of Mrs
Mina Morrison, who passed away recently. We especially
remember her daughter Alison. Mina had strong Tong
connections. She was the daughter of Alasdair Matheson,
13 Aird Tong, who was Head Teacher in Back. We extend
our sincere sympathy to her surviving sisters Peigi Mairi
and Alice and their families. Her only brother, Iain Murdo,
passed away a few years ago.

Upper Coll

Obituary

Sadly we bode farewell to a fine Aberdonian lady whose
residence had been in Tong in the early war years, Cathie
(Graham) Mackay. With her sister Isabel, these two lovely
lassies arrived in Tong School and introduced a new awareness of the disruption of war. They were settled at the
Tong fishing village known as Loddan. This was an old
and interesting place and their forebears ‘Muintir Aonghais
Dhonnachaidh’ had been there since the last century. The
oldest members of Tong will remember an old ‘Amack’,
which seemed to be the size of Brunel’s ship The SS Great
Eastern, beached over by Steinish and we used to hear
stories of a redoubtable seaman named ‘Coulgain’, who
once sailed the old route of Kyle to Stornoway in an open
rowing boat of 16 feet. He arrived to Tong while the neighbours were at his ‘Tigh fhaire’. The subject of this obituary
had much of this old seaman’s determination. It couldn’t
have been easy to fit into a strange school which was then
virtually all Gaelic at heart in the playground; nevertheless,
Cathie kept going and went on to train as a district nurse.
This writer happened to be one of the patients at a critical
time when a desperate attempt was finally made to cure
tuberculosis with streptomycin and para-aminosalicylic
acid. Fortunately, this killer ailment, which had almost
affected every home in the island, was overcome. Nurse
Cathie and co. played a great part in injecting humour,
bringing hope and cheer to old and young. She met and
married one of our most esteemed scholars, Alex John
Mackay, and this writer was privileged to be a student in
Aberdeen and to attend their wedding.
Contributed by the Reverend A. A. MacDonald

Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor, Further to the Coinneach aig Baile
column regarding Gress Mill in the September
issue, my mother, Dolag Tullaban, originally
from 14 Gress remembers the Mill. Although 95
years old, her memory is still quite good. What
is her most interesting memory is a ‘very large
metal pan which was heated until it was very
hot and oats were toasted on it’. She also said
people from Tolsta used to bring their grain to
Mr Little’s mill for toasting.
Donald Harrison

New Baby
Ishbel and Kenny Maciver, 11 Upper Coll, have become
grandparents for the third time, with the arrival of daughter
Catriona Eilidh’s second child Riley Alexander on 7 October
in Newcastle. Congratulations and best wishes to Catriona
Eilidh, Martyn and 3-year-old Eden.
80th Birthday
Happy birthday to John Stewart, 29 Upper Coll, who was 80
years old on 11 October. The family enjoyed a lovely dinner
at the Caberfeidh Hotel. The whole family was there except
his son, George. However, John and George visited St Kilda
last month in joint birthday celebrations as George will be 40
next month. Many happy returns to you both!
Get Well Wishes
Our very best wishes for a speedy recovery to Etta Macleod,
38 Upper Coll, who has recently undergone surgery in
Glasgow
New Post
We would like to send good luck wishes to Donna Mairi
Maciver, 11 Upper Coll, as she has recently taken up a new
teaching post at the James Gillespie School in Edinburgh.
Donna has been teaching History in Sgoil Lionacleit for the
last two years.
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Lest We Forget

The month of November is synonomous with commemorating the fallen of both World Wars. Many of us can
remember the district's veterans who fought in WW1 but
the depleted number of local individuals who answered
the call in WW2 reminds us of just how short a time span
there was between the two conflicts. The Roll of Honour of
men and women for WW2 that was compiled by the Back
Historical Society in the 1980s contains almost 500 names,
of whom less than a dozen are still living.

Photo courtesy ImpactImagz

that was the sinking of the Iolaire on New Year's Day 1919.
This year the Act of Remembrance takes place at 10.45am
on Sunday 11 November followed by a service in Back
Church at noon, at which a collection will be taken in aid of
the upkeep of the War Memorial. We hope that people of all
ages will continue to support this poignant and symbolic
event as they have done over the last 17 years.
Gaisgich Sgìre a' Bhac

Each Remembrance Sunday, since 2001, residents from the
Loch a Tuath district have gathered at the War Memorial in
Vatisker to pay their respects to the fallen. The occasion this
year will have added resonance as the two-minute silence
will mark exactly 100 years since the guns fell still for 'The
War to End All Wars'. The irony of this label was not lost
on our island—a man who was born in the 1890s was old
enough to endure the horror of the trenches of France and
young enough to experience the danger of The Battle of the
Atlantic or the Arctic Convoys less than a generation later.

June 28, 2019 will mark the centenary of the Treaty of
Versailles, the international agreement which brought
WW1 to its official end. Later in the year the 80th anniversary of the outbreak of WW2 will be commemorated across
the world. To mark those two significant events in our
history Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a' Bhac will, during 2019,
publish a book entitled Gaisgich Sgìre a' Bhac, which will
record the contribution made by the residents from Gress
to Upper Coll to both conflicts.

Our memorial commemorates the 83 men from Back to
Tong who made the ultimate sacrifice in WW1. The district's, and indeed the island's, darkest day of the war was 9
May 1915, when six local men were among the 29 Lewismen
who were lost during an ill-fated assault on the German
trenches at Neuve-Chapelle. Fourteen of the memorial's
recorded individuals lost their lives after the Armistice, five
of them through injuries sustained during hostilities and
nine through drowning in the incomprehensible disaster

Readers of Loch a Tuath News may remember the profiles of
the fallen that appeared in the magazine between 2015 and
2017. These have been updated and will be reproduced in
the book, together with veterans' accounts of their experiences, poetry, an updated Roll of Honour for both WW1 and
WW2, and other war-related articles that have appeared in
LATN over the years. The lives of those who answered the
call to arms will be set in context through reference to the
district's fishing disasters, as well as to the establishment of
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Gress and Upper Coll following the cessation of hostilities
in 1918. In short, the publication covers many of the Back
district's historical events from 1860 to 1945.
It is the Society's wish to keep the price of the publication
as low as possible in order to make this important record
accessible to all ages and income groups. We would hope
to gift a class set to Sgoil a' Bhac to assist our young people with local historical projects. Any contributions that
organisations, businesses or individuals could therefore
make to the book's printing costs would be most gratefully received—details on how to do so appear at the
end of this article. All donations will be acknowledged
in the book unless donors specifically wish to retain their
anonymity. We wish to place on record the generous
contribution that has already been pledged by LATN and
also the help given by our three local councillors, Donald
Crichton, John A Maciver and Calum Maclean, through
their donation to Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac from
their council ward funds.

Additionally, we appeal to residents to send in any warrelated photos that have not already appeared in past editions of this magazine. Photographs considerably enhance
the quality of any publication and, in this case, bring
poignancy and an emotional attachment to the accounts of
our local heroes.
A comprehensive record of the district's contribution to
both World Wars is desirable and indeed necessary while
those individuals with a detailed knowledge of these
events are able to assist. It is also a lasting and fruitful
legacy to leave to our future generations - Chum fios bhi aig
an àl ri teachd...
Iain Murray
If you would like to make a donation towards the publication of
Gaisgich Sgìre a’ Bhac, please send a cheque made payable to
Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac to Mairi Graham, Treasurer,
Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac, 1 Coll, HS2 0JR

Wartime Romance of 1943

Jessie Carter and Cliff Carter

Jessie was born in North
Tolsta in 1920 to John and
Lily Macinnes. She moved
to 4 Gress in 1922 when her
father John returned from
WW1 and built the house.
She was known as Seonaid
Iain a' Broga. As a young
girl she moved to Glasgow,
later joining the Women’s
Auxiliary Air Force (WAAF)
in 1941 at Prestwick. Shortly
after training she was posted to Belfast but couldn’t
settle there and was, unusually, offered a posting to
RAF Lyneham in Wiltshire
in 1943. Little did she know
that the man she was going
to marry had also joined the
RAF in 1941.
Cliff Carter was by this
time flying Beaufighters
and Mosquitoes via the Bay

Jessie Carter (nee Macinnes)

of Biscay and on to North
Africa, as well as Egypt,
supplying new aircraft to
squadrons out there. He
was a dashing young pilot,
sporting his American Air
Force wings, as well as his
RAF pilot wings. Friends
recall him arriving at the
British Legion shilling hop
dance, which was held on
Wednesdays and Saturdays
at the Town Hall, with an
absolutely stunning young
WAAF. This was Jessie. She
was really beautiful and
had great style. A popular
song of the time was ‘Casey
would waltz with the strawberry blonde and the band
played on’. More appropriate wording would have
been: ‘Cliff would waltz
with the strawberry blonde

and the lads gawped on’.
Few of the lads could
dance, but they all wanted to dance with Jessie.
Cliff was having none
of it. They got married
on Boxing Day 1943 in
St Andrews Church,
Steyning. Cliff and Jessie
wangled a fortnight’s
leave for the wedding
and honeymoon, which
was an almost impossible
achievement in wartime.
Cliff Carter flew a lot
more aircraft than most
people in the RAF. His
logbook details several
emergency landings, such
as single-engine landings
underlined in red ink.
He was justly proud that
he never had a prang. It

was interesting to travel
in the car with him, he
never drove it, he flew
it. Wherever he went, he
navigated by his air map.
Jessie and Cliff were both
founder members of the
Steyning Branch of the
Royal Airforce Association.
Jessie and Cliff with their
two boys, Clifford and
Norman, visited Jessie’s
parents in Gress frequently, driving all the way
from the south of England.
Jessie died in October
1997 and Cliff in October
2007. The headline in the
Steyning Herald on 25
October 2007 read ‘Death
of Flying Hero’.
Chirsty Fisher
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Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams

●

Spectacles

●

Contact Lenses

6 North Beach, Stornoway

700808

Occasions Florist Tel No: 706616
Fresh Flower Bouquet and Basket Arrangements
Silk Dried Flower Arrangements
Planted Bowls and Baskets
A Worldwide E-Florist Service
Daily deliveries throughout the Isles
Credit and Debit Cards Accepted
Willowglen Garden Centre & Pet Shop 705656
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From the Manse
Ebenezer
‘Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah
and Shen and called its name Ebenezer; for he said, ‘Till
now the LORD has helped us’’ (1 Samuel 7:12).
Samuel has a heightened awareness of the Lord’s faithfulness. The God of Israel shields, shelters and safeguards
his people. The dreaded Philistines have been defeated.
Israel are victorious. But Samuel doesn’t praise and
congratulate the Israelites on securing a decisive victory.
There is no round of applause, a standing ovation, a show
of appreciation for military genius. Instead Samuel simply
takes a stone and establishes it for all to see.
What’s it called? Ebenezer. By definition - Hitherto / to
this place / to this hour / thus far / till now - the LORD has
helped us.
It’s a moving testimony to God’s covenant faithfulness.
Samuel reminds Israel that they did not achieve their military gains by their own means—resourceful and robust an
army as they are. This is all of God. Without the LORD’s
presence and power they would have faltered and failed.
This milestone on the pages of the Bible is one that we
can all adopt as our own Ebenezer, particularly as we
approach Remembrance Sunday. As we remember and
reflect, in the spirit of remembrance, so we are encouraged
to render thanks for God’s goodness to us.
It’s important to stop, be still, draw breath, take stock and
consider life’s journey thus far. If we are prepared to do so
then we will also see through Samuel’s lens and begin to
appreciate that we are not on our own. Look back on your
own life from Samuel’s vantage point and see how the
Lord has upheld you and sustained you—time and again.
Samuel is essentially encouraging us to count our blessings. Remembrance Sunday is an opportunity for us all to
add our own stone of remembrance to Samuel’s Ebenezer
and give thanks to our Ebenezer God—the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort—for past deliverance and
future hope.

Calum I Macleod

Tong Recreation
Association AGM
to be held at Tong Hall

on Tuesday 27th November
2018 at 7.30pm
New committee members always welcome!

November Service Times
A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the
community to attend Back Free Church of Scotland
(SCO38164). Services in Back during November 2018
are as follows:

Back
Sunday 4th October
11am:		 Rev Calum I Macleod
6pm:		 Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 11th October
10.45am: Rev Calum I Macleod
(War Memorial)
12 Noon: Rev Calum I Macleod (Remembrance Service)
6pm:		 Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 18th October
11am:		 Rev Calum I Macleod
6pm:		 Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 25th October
11am:		 Rev Calum I Macleod
6pm:		 Rev Calum I Macleod
The praise is bilingual during the morning service.

Tong Mission House
Sunday 18th October
6pm: Mr Ronnie Murray

Remembrance Sunday
11th November 2018
Memorial Ceremony
at 10.45am

Back War Memorial
After the wreath laying tea/coffee will be
served in Back Church Hall
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Back Football and Recreation Club - What's on in November?
of funding which came into effect in April 2015. The scheme is
linked to the Scottish Landfill Tax and encourages landfill site
operators to provide contributions to approved bodies, who can
then pass the funds onto community and environmental projects.
We were delighted to be able to offer funding to Back Football
and Recreation Club’.
Funding Boost for Back Football and
Recreation Club
Back Football and Recreation Club is today
celebrating a £5,489.00 funding boost from
SUEZ Communities Trust for their lighting
redevelopment project.
Funding will allow the club to update and
improve the effectiveness and efficiency
of current lighting systems. The outdated,
mismatched, awkward to work system will
be replaced with a new, more intuitive LED
system with PIR sensors.
Terri Davies, Sport and Community Project
Coordinator at the club, said ‘This is a
fantastic opportunity for us, not only do
we get to upgrade the lighting in the main
hall and avoid those awful blackouts while
the bulbs cool down but there will be no
more hunting for light switches behind
doors or in cupboards. This is something
we’ve been wanting to address for a long
time and we are really grateful to the SUEZ
Communities Trust for making it possible’.
Marek Gordon, Chairman of SUEZ
Communities Trust added ‘SUEZ
Communities Trust provides funding
awards through the Scottish Landfill
Communities Fund—an important source

Dates for your diary:
Island Archers

Wednesdays, 7—9pm (£8 adult, £4 junior)

Boogie Bounce

Mondays or Thursdays, 6-week block (£25/£33)

Fitness Classes

Tuesdays 7pm or Thursdays 10am

Beginners Bowls
Back Bowls
Back Art Together

Fridays, 1—2.30pm (£1)
Thursdays, 7:30pm
Saturday 17 November, 10.30am
Saturday 15 Decenber

Christmas Craft Fayre
Rainy Day Bike Club (pre-school)

1 December, 11am–2pm
Thursdays, 12–3pm (term-time only)

If you’d like to find out more about any of the activities happening at Back FC and Rec. Club please
contact Terri on 01851 820745 or visit our website www.backfrc.org.uk

11

Book Review
Mitchell’s: The Story of a Stornoway Family’s Garage
and Bus Business by Colin Tucker, Acair Ltd, ISBN
9781789070125, RRP £15 (hardback)
I suppose the fact that I was an employee in Mitchell's
Garage for 15 years, from 1966 to 1981, would lead people to think I was ever so slightly biased when giving
my opinion on Colin Tucker's excellent book, Mitchell's:
The Story of a Stornoway Family's Garage and Bus Business.
They say you should never judge a book by its cover,
but this publication put paid to that myth because it is
very appropriately presented in Mitchell's blue and features a photograph of the Stornoway bus station lined
with packed buses and even more passengers waiting to
embark, and that's the way it was back in those days. This
front cover is a good beginning and, inside, the foreword
is written by Chris Mitchell, the only son of the late Iain
and Anne Mitchell; then we have the Introduction by
Colin Tucker, the author.
The story kicks off at the very beginning, as most good
ones do, going back to 1892 and the birth of John Mitchell,
the guy who started it all with one bus—hence the car
registration number that became so well known throughout the island and is still kept here. Having worked in
the place for so many years I thought I knew a lot about
the business and that I played a big part in its history, but
when I read Colin's comprehensive account of things, I
realised that I knew very little about it all and also that I
was just a little ball bearing in the very large gearbox that
was Mitchell's.
Viewing the photographs on display in the book would
be enough to keep one occupied for at least an evening as
they portray almost every aspect of the business, including buses, lorries, cars, buildings, personnel, paperwork,
adverts and many more subjects. There is, of course, a
strong connection between Back and Mitchell's, involving
the company garage, a lot of the staff and drivers, and
also the family ties with Upper Coll.

tremendous amount of work that went into completing
and publishing this book, and the end result is well worth
the asking price. I have personally had a lot of feedback
from many people about it, and the phrases ‘I couldn't
put it down’ and it’s ‘flying off the shelves’ were used
frequently. At the book’s launch at the Caladh Inn, hosted
by Acair, the room was packed beyond the capacity of the
seating provided, testimony to the effect that Mitchell's
had on our communities. It provided employment and
many services to a lot of people over the years.
With the festive season looming this book would make a
fine gift…if you can wait that long.
Tom Maciver

The Introduction gives a very brief outline of the

Community Council Update
A big ‘thank you’ to all who supported the Soup and
Pudding held in the Hut in September. A total of £370
was raised at this event. This was a great effort and the
Community Council is grateful for the support from
those who donated and attended.

This will take place on Saturday 12 January 2019 and all
our senior citizens are encouraged to attend. Again, more
details will be available next month, but in the meantime
make a note of the date and we look forward to seeing as
many of you as possible at this event.

It seems incredible but the Community Council is already
planning for Christmas! On Saturday 1 December a
Christmas Fayre will be held by Back Football & Recreation
Club at the Upper Coll centre and the Community Council
will be providing soup and sandwiches. This will be a
repeat of the successful event held last Christmas and is a
good chance to get Christmas cards, gifts and calendars,
while supporting local organisations and craftspeople.

Thanks to assistance from the Comhairle’s Challenge
Fund and our local councillors a radar speed sign has
been purchased for use in our area. The Comhairle has
agreed to erect this and it is hoped that we will see it on
the Back to Gress road in the near future. This is a busy
road and the speed sign will be a further reminder of the
40 mph limit on this stretch.

Plans are also being made for the Senior Citizen’s Dinner,
which will again be held in Eleven at the Caladh Inn.

The next meeting of the Community Council will be on
Tuesday 27 November at 7pm in The Hut.
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Sgoil a’ Bhac

Macmillan Coffee Morning

On 28 September 2018 we had a coffee
morning to raise money for Macmillan.
The Pupil Council set up the coffee morning but some other pupils
helped. On the day we had a bake-off
and a baking sale. The winner of the
bake off was Maisie Smith. Some of the
parents, grandparents, relatives and
other people in the community came in
to have cake. The Pupil Council was hosting some games around the hall like Guess
the Weight of the Veggie Roll and Pin the Cherry
on the Cake. The winner of Pin the Cherry on the
cake was Kelsey Gillies. Everybody had a good
time. We raised over £900!

EP5/6
assembly
Macmillan coffee
morning

On
27
September,
EP5/6 led our assembly. Their theme was
‘Making a Difference’. This term they have
been recycling plastic bottles and paper. They also talked about when
they made a difference
to the school grounds
by litter picking.
They gathered all our
red bins and put a sign
on them saying RED
FOR RECYCLING and
they said ‘We are the
Bin Brigade and we
will be watching you’.

Unihoc competitors
Uni-hoc competition
Three teams were
entered from Sgoil a’
Bhac into the Islands
Uni-hoc Competition.
The three teams were
Back Attack, Back Stars
and Back Aces. The
team that got into the
semi-finals was Back
Attack. They then
went onto the finals and came third overall.
They did very well in the competition. They
were against Shawbost, Lochs, Breasclete
and Laxdale. We are finding practising our
uni-hoc skills in P.E. and at break times.

The class also made
Assembly
some plastic models
out of all sorts of different kinds of plastic that you would usually
throw away.
Maisie Smith was inspired by her brother. Oscar Sobul
made one because he was inspired by his sister. Maisie
Smith made an aeroplane and Oscar Sobul made a
dinosaur.
Developing the Young Workforce Evening
On Monday 26 September we hosted a night telling parents what DYW is and some pupils dressed up as what
they wanted to be when they’re older. Each class did a
presentation.

EP1/2 and GP1/2 came together and told everyone what they wanted to be when
they are older. EP3/4 spoke about how to help and they also did a survey. GP3/4
acted out a scene about how being bilingual will help you in jobs when you are
older. EP5/6 did a presentation about Our World of Work Day, which will be
held later on in the session. GP5/7 told everyone about the book fair and how
they use skills which they will use in the working environment. EP7 told people
about the working opportunities on
our island.

Achievers
 Headteacher Award for Kindess Term 1
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Tong School
Roving Reporters

Katie, Kai, Lucy, Emma, Martin, Charlotte,
Layla, Michael, Rosie and Arran have all
contributed to this month’s issue.
Farewell to Dawn
We send our best wishes to Dawn
Maclennan, who worked in our Sgoil
Àraich, and has now taken up a post in
the Sgoil Àraich at Sgoil a’ Bhac. We thank
Dawn for everything she did to help the
young children in our nursery. Good luck,
Dawn!

 Yummy cakes made by the
nursery children

Our New Green Eco Flag
We felt excited and proud when our
school recently received another green
Eco flag as part of the Eco-Schools awards.
The letter that accompanied the flag stated
some of the reasons why the application was successful. The judges said they
loved the road safety mural painted on
the outside of our school wall as they felt
it really gets an important message across
to drivers. They liked the Eco-Schools logo
on the mural as they felt it tells everyone
passing the school about our commitment
to the environment. The judges were also
encouraged to hear about the Gardening
Club and mentioned the outstanding
amount of funds raised by selling school
produce.
We would like all who are involved with
Eco work within the school. We send a big
thank you to Mrs Cheesman for coordinating all the Eco work, which contributes
such a lot to school life.
Latest Harvest
Some juicy grapes have been harvested
from the grape vines in the school polytunnel.
Bag Packing
We would like to thank everyone who
participated in our recent bag packing
event. We raised an astonishing £1187.60,
which will give our school fund a boost.

Macmillan
Coffee Morning
Each class was very busy in preparation
for our annual Macmillan Coffee Morning.
Our nursery friends made scrumptious
crispy cakes, Primary 1/2 made soft, glittery moon sand, Primary 2/3/4 made
cheerful paper flowers, Primary 5/6 made
creamy chocolates that were presented in
handmade boxes and Primary 6/7 made
and iced delicious chocolate muffins.
We were happy to support this charity
because we agree with the slogan: no-one
should face cancer alone.
We would like to thank everyone who
generously donated baking for us to
enjoy. Parents had also donated a variety of items which were made into raffle
prizes. We would also like to thank members of the community for coming and
supporting our school and the charity. An
incredible £1010 was raised.
GM News
Tha GM 1–3 air a bhith ag ionnsachadh
mu dheidhinn biadh agus tuathanachas
agus an t-seachdain-sa bha sinn trang
anns a chidsin còmhla ri Anna an còcaire.
Rinn sinn brot blasta a dh'ullaich sinn
fhìn agus abair gu robh e innitinneach a'
faicinn cidsin na sgoile agus na h-innealan
a bhios iad a' cleachdadh. GM 1–3 have
enjoyed learning about food and farming
this term and this week was especially

fun as they got the opportunity to
cook with our school cook, Anna.
Anna showed the class how to prepare and cook soup, as well as showing
us the different ingredients and equipment needed. It was very interesting to
see the work Anna and her team do each
day while preparing the food for all the
children in our school.
Anderson Bomb Shelters
The artistic pupils in P6/7 have designed
and made Anderson Bomb Shelters as part
of their World War II project. The pupils
have used lots of design and technology
skills as they worked co-operatively to
produce such realistic models. Some of the
models are pictured.
National Poetry Day
National Poetry Day was celebrated in
the school on 4 October. The theme was
‘Change’ and P2/3/4 wrote poems to compare black houses and white houses.
Black to White
Gloomy, misty, dull sky
Strong, healthy heather
Strong, old walls
Waves hitting the rocks
Smoky straw burning
Yummy lamb cooking
Touching the rocks
Black house is joyous
Into the white house
I feel secure
By Kieran Ferguson, P3
Old Home to New Home
Grey, gloomy, dark sky
Misty, dull, rainy sky
Green, fresh, healthy grass
Tall, safe, protective walls
Fresh, yummy, delicious meat
Fluffy, soft, smooth fur of a sheep dog
Loud, annoying, sleepless barking of
a sheep dog
Yummy, sizzling smell of bacon
Into the white house, brave as can be
Strong, stable, powerful, white house
walls

 Arran, Michael and Rosie with our latest green flag

 Look at this brilliant shelter made by Kai and Ruby

By Erin France, P3
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Back in the Past
The following two photographs are taken from Bill
Lawson's Croft History of Back with the
kind permission of the book's
author. They date from the late
1910s and 1930s, respectively. In the first photograph the individuals,
from left to right, are:
Marion Maciver, 34
Coll; Annie Murray,
52 Back; Christina
Macleod, 44 Back;
Angus Macleod, 44
Back; and Mary Ann
Maciver, 47 Back.
Mòr Thormoid Mhurchaidh
Bhig was the daughter of
Norman and Margaret Maciver.
By the age of 17 she was bereaved of
both her parents—Norman was drowned in the
Mediterranean during WW1. In 1920 she married James
Murray (Seumas a' Ghobha) and moved to his family home
at 52 Vatisker. She is affectionately remembered by a generation of schoolchildren who recall her assisting her husband in his duties as janitor of Back School from 1936 to
1966. Her home was widely known across the island for
its Christian hospitality, particularly during Communion
seasons. Mòr died on 20 August 1971 aged 71.
Anna Dhòmhnaill Nèill was a daughter of Donald and
Annie Murray—she was a first cousin of Seumas a'
Ghobha. Her brother Murdo (Crùgair) was one of three
men on Sràid a' Bhac to be awarded the Military Medal
for acts of valour during WW1. Annie's family home was
known to some of the youngsters in the district as Taigh
John as her brother John Angus, who was a popular villager, lived there. Annie subsequently became known as
Anna John. For many years she was the proprietor of a
tea room in Bayhead, Stornoway. She died on 19 August
1983 aged 85.
Born in 1899, Ciorstag Dhòmhnaill Duinn was one of the
many locals who emigrated to Canada post-WW1. Her
married name was Christina Percy and she settled
in Quebec. Ciorstag passed away in the 1980s. The
old home at 44 Back remained in the family until
1981 when her older sister Catriona died. Another
sister Katie Ann also emigrated, to Detroit, before
later returning to Lewis—she was one of the village centenarians who was profiled earlier this
year in Loch a Tuath News.
Aonghas Cheanaidh, a first cousin of Ciorstag
Dhòmhnaill Duinn, enlisted with the Royal Naval
Reserve (RNR) during WW1. While serving on
HMS Emperor of India, Angus and a number of
other naval reservists from Lewis competed in the
Fleet Rowing Race. They defeated all the Royal
Navy rowing teams that entered the competition
and were awarded the Admiral's Cup, much to

the embarrassment of senior naval officers. Angus and
his wife Mary (Màiri Anagoil) later lived at 12
Gress. He died on 12 April 1966 aged 74.
Mary Ann Anagoil was one of nine
in the family of John and Chirsty
Maciver; the youngest brother
Calum died on active service
in WW2. A sister-in-law
of Aonghas Cheanaidh, she
was married to Kenneth
Gunn (Gurais), who was
interned in Groningen, The
Netherlands, for most of
WW1. The couple brought
up their five daughters at 1
New Street, Back. It is interesting to note that all of the members
of teaghlach Ghurais, who are in their 80s
and 90s are living—Màiread, who is aged 94, is
the oldest inhabitant of Back village. Mary Ann died on
15 July 1983 aged 87.
In the second photograph the individuals from left to
right are: John Mackenzie, 46 Back; Murdo Macleod, 26
Back; John Mackenzie, 26 Back; and John Macleod, 32
Back.
Iain Oscar was the youngest son in the family of ten of
Donald and Effie Mackenzie. The family were no strangers to adversity over the years—only Iain and his sister
Oighrig lived beyond the age of retirement. Their oldest
brother Dollan Mòr died in the same week as their mother
in 1934; Dollan Beag was fatally injured in an accident
in Glasgow in 1946 and another brother, Ailigean, was
drowned in Gress River in 1959. Iain married Maggie
Nelson, 38 Coll—the couple were among the original residents at the newly built Broadbay View in 1950. Iain died
on 10 November 1983, aged 77.
Murdigan Bullar was brought up at his grandparents'
home at 26 Back (Taigh Bullar). He later moved to
his parental family home at 8 Upper Coll (Taigh Ailig
an t-Siaraich) with his wife Peigi Sheonaidh Toss (24
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Upper Coll). Post-WW2
he worked at Christmas
Island in the Pacific, where
the British Government
conducted tests on the
atomic bomb. Shortly after
he returned home his only
son John Alex was born
with severe birth defects
and died in 1963 aged 3
years. Many other children of the nuclear veterans from Christmas Island
were born with congenital
deformities and unidentified illnesses. Murdigan
died on 11 April 1985
aged 78.
Iain Beag Iain Thormoid was
one of six sons in the family
of eight of John and Chirsty
Mackenzie. He was married to Hannah Martin, 17
Vatisker (Hannah Alasdair
a’ Chòbie). The young couple lived in Laxdale prior
to buying Reay Cottage in
Back early in 1951. Sadly,
Iain passed away on April
11 that year aged 46 and
never lived in their newly

acquired property. Almost
30 years after her death,
Reay Cottage is still known
locally as Taigh Hannah.
Iain Phlugaidh was one of
11 in the family of Murdo
and Margaret Macleod.
The oldest son Murdo, who
served in WW1 with the
RNR, died aboard a hospital ship in 1918 three days
after the Armistice. Iain
married Mairi Bhraggart
in 1942 and moved to her
family home at 3 Back.
Having spent much of his
working life at sea, he latterly was one of the many
Harris Tweed weavers on
Sràid a' Bhac. As one walks
through our district today
it is striking to think of
the relative silence that has
imperceptibly replaced
the familiar sound of the
Hattersley loom that pervaded the Lewis air for
many years. Iain died on
17 November 1975 aged 70.
Iain Murray

LHYFA Awards
On the back of a very successful season, a number of our players received individual awards at this year’s Lewis
& Harris Youth Football Association (LHYFA) prize giving.
At U13 level, both Euan Macleod and Seamus Murray were part of a development squad, which won this year’s
North Counties Cup in Orkney.
U15 Player of the Year
went to James Graham
(left),
with
Adam
Mackinnon runner-up.
U18 Player of the Year
went to Joel Martin
(right), with Kyle Munro
runner-up.
LHYFA
Excellence
Awards were given to
Andrew Macleod, James
Graham and Adam
Mackinnon for their
involvement with Ross
County’s youth squads.
Photos courtesy Lewis
& Harris Youth Football
Association.
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Letter f rom Afar
I’ve never actually ‘lived’ in Back, but it will
always be the place that I call home.
I live in Glasgow’s Southside, with my
husband Jonathan, and I work for a charity
called Close the Gap. We work on women’s
labour market inequality, so on any given
day I might be working with schools to challenge gender stereotypes in education, or
speaking at a conference on the causes of the
gender pay gap, or giving evidence to the
Scottish Parliament on the consideration of

gender in policy development. I love my job:
it’s varied and challenging, and it’s a huge
privilege to get to work on an issue which is
so incredibly important.

Gran is Chirsty Ann Gedi
(48 Back) and my Granda
was Shobi (mac Domhuill
Bhobbi). I’ve spent every
summer of my life since
I was 1 year old on our
croft, most often clambering around our or
Bomie’s bahach with the
MacArthur clan, playing in the ruins of our
old tigh dubh, or riding
horses with Louise Allen.
I have vivid memories
of my Uncle Angus (the At Gress
Captain) driving us up to
beach
Gordon’s, with me very
pleased to be allowed Home is 
to sit in the front seat
where the
without wearing a seatheart is
belt. Health and safety
just wasn’t a thing then,
 At
further evidenced by us parliament
kids often sitting atop a
teetering stack of peats in
a trailer heading back from the moor,
or disappearing off from dawn to
dusk, only reappearing at one house or
another at feeding times (most looked
forward to when they involved my
Aunty Biba’s legendary pancakes, or
my all-time favourite—sgadann sailte).

Glasgow is a great place to live. It’s a
vibrant and diverse city, full of green spaces
and truly excellent places to eat. I’ve been
a Westender most of my life but having
moved south I am rediscovering the city.
If you visit Glasgow but never venture into
the Southside you are missing out! There are
endless new-fangled brunch spots for stacks
of pancakes, baked eggs, and truly excellent
pastries (Big Bear Bakery on Sinclair Drive
has the best pastries in the country—you
heard it here first!).

My Gran, who is 88, still spends every summer in Back: every year I bring
her up and we get the house in order, and then I’ll pop back up later to bring
her home. There has never been a year when I haven’t visited home. It’s a
really important part of my life, and luckily Jonathan has also fallen completely in love with the island too. We always make space to visit, even at the
expense of ‘proper’ summer holidays in the sun. When the sun shines there
is nowhere else we’d rather be than walking down the croft to Gress beach.
There’s a spot at the bottom of our croft where the view opens up to the river
and the beach and it’s like balm for the soul.

I love living in the city, but my connections
to Back are deep-rooted. My maternal grandparents are from Back and New Tolsta: my

Best wishes

One day, we plan to move home permanently. Until then, you can find us on
the beach in every weather, at every opportunity.

Lindsey Millen

Paul and Carolyn retire
As most of our customers will know by
now Paul and I retired on 12 October
just a week short of 13 years since we
took over Back Pharmacy from the
irreplaceable Dr Donald Taylor.
Making the decision to retire was
a truly momentous task.The time
shared, the friendships forged, and
the warmth from the community,
has been incredible.
I am very proud of what we
achieved and feel privileged to
have shared many happy times,

times that I will never forget.
I would like to thank ary, Isbhel,
our fantastic locum Alison, and
latterly John, not forgetting Ian
and Johan in previous years. Their
hard work, loyalty and enthusiasm
made it all possible.
Everything has a beginning and
an end, and although this is the
end of our time at the pharmacy it is
the beginning of a new chapter for
David, Michael and their team.
We wish them every success for the

Carolyn’s first day

future, and we are confident they will
serve you well.
Carolyn and Paul Hudson
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Katie Bell Stewart, 29 Coll sitting among
 the peat bags

Back row: Lemon and Butch, front row: 
Patience (Greig), Murdo (Lodge) Graham

Domhnall Piugh and Iomhair a Bhounce 

 Back badminton team, Tong Hall, R.J. Macleod
Cup
Back row, L–R: Angus (Milo) Murray, Angus
Macdonald (Tanky), Alasdair Mackenzie (Red),
Donald Macdonald (Dano).
Front row, L–R: Edna Morrison (Ness), Rhoda
Mackinnon (Tong), Heather Morrison (Ness).
Thought to have been taken in 1983/84.
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BACK
PHARMACY
VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION
AND DELIVERY SERVICE
TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE
Access Roads, Site Clearances,
Foundations, Drainage,
Landscaping Etc…
22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis
Tel: 01851820687
Mob: 07733067524
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Weather Watch
with Richard Cooke

This month we take a look at the very wet
September we had and the third named
storm of the 2018 season, Storm Calum.
September was an extremely wet month,
with 189.4 mm of rain falling at the Met
Office site in Stornoway, making this the
wettest September since 1981, when 206.3
mm of rain fell.
A day of heavy rainfall across the
Western Isles on 17 September resulted
in a landslide blocking the road between
Stornoway and Harris: 43.2 mm of rainfall fell in a single day at the Harris
Quidnish Met Office site.
Storm Callum was the third named storm
of the 2018 UK storm season and brought
strong winds and rain to the Western
Isles on Friday 12 October. Winds gusted
70 mph widely across the Western Isles.
Photo courtesy of Dena Macleod (@kreegeal).
It was a mild day with temperatures into
the mid-to-high teens. Along with high tides and the additional surge caused by the strong winds a number of the coastal
roads in the Western Isles were closed by the police and the coastguard. Callum won’t be the worst or strongest storm to
impact the Western Isles this winter, but is a first taste of what is to come.

RMk
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Stornoway
Isle of Lewis
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“Serving the crofters of Lewis
and Harris since 1958”
Agricultural Merchants and
Suppliers Of:
UFAS Approved Animal Health
Fencing
Fertiliser
Seeds
Gardening
Households
Hardware
Plus much more…

Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire
available now
Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers
Cement mixer
Pressure Washer
Hedge Trimmer etc etc
Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:
07899 011 559
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Wo he W
rks ee
A wee bit about me…..
ho
p
My name is Kirsty, I have been
painting land and seascapes since my early
teens; I have always been
incredibly inspired by the
sea and the mountains
that meet it. My love of the
sea goes beyond painting
it; my passion is surfing
and therefore the sea challenges and humbles me
frequently.

My design and manufacturing journey began in
2015. After being with my
much-loved Nana during her end-of-life care, I found being
in my studio difficult and non-productive. One night I
dreamt I was designing and making clothes and the next day
I felt compelled to explore this skill that I had never considered before. I enrolled on a Fashion Design & Technology
course at Jacqui Burke's Fashion School in Dunbar, East
Lothian. It was here that I gained knowledge of pattern making and garment construction. It was exciting and challenging to turn a design sketch into a made-to-measure wearable
garment! After my course, designer Jacqui Burke employed
me and I was really pleased to be part of the team. It was here
that I first started working with Harris Tweed and fell in love
with the cloth.
My love of the Outer Hebrides started in my early twenties
on a wild and wet holiday. I visited the island many times
and in 2016 decided to move here permanently. I got a job
in Stornoway in manufacturing and production, again using
Harris Tweed, and I’m delighted to say that I’m painting
again and my artwork has been exhibited at Morven Gallery.
I live in Vatisker, and The Wee Workshop is my new and
exciting venture. It’s a space for me to design, make and sell
my contemporary Harris Tweed designs, and also acts as a
studio and gallery for my artwork. Lewis and Harris feature
heavily in my art, especially the sea, dramatic skies and the
beauty of the machair. My Harris Tweed designs are casual,
contemporary and functional. At present I have Harris Tweed
sweatshirts, bags and cushions. I am working on more
designs and I hope to be able
to offer a jacket soon. The
Wee Workshop welcomes
browsing and I am looking
forward to seeing you.
Kirsty Lymburn

The Wee Workshop,
The Forecourt, Old
School Road, Back
HS2 0JY
theweeworkshop@
hotmail.com
01851 820097
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY
TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242
QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER
OF QUALITY

Independent Financial
Advisers
Donald Martin
Succession Group Ltd,
based within CIB,
63 Kenneth Street, Stornoway.
HS1 2DS.

(t) 01851 701212
MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL
STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

(e) donald.martin@successiongroup.co.uk
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Oisean a' Chòcaire
The Perfect Christmas Cake - Part 1
In this issue and the next, one of our trusty bakers will be showing us how to
create the perfect Christmas cake. You need time to bake the cake, feed it and
get it ready for decorating. If we left it until the December issue, you probably
wouldn’t have time to do it justice.

Ingredients
100g red or natural glace cherries
100g ready-to-eat dried apricots
225g sultanas
225g raisins
100g currants
¼ level tsp grated nutmeg
½ level tsp ground mixed spice
3tbsp brandy
225g plain flour
225g softened butter
225g dark muscovado sugar
4 large free-range eggs
50g chopped almonds
1 tbsp black treacle
Grated rind of 1 lemon
Grated rind of 1 orange
Brandy to feed
For Part 2, you will need 675g
marzipan and 675g ready-to-roll
icing.

Instructions
Begin the night before you want to bake the cake by soaking the fruit as follows. Cut the cherries into quarters, put in a sieve and
rinse under running water. Drain well and dry thoroughly on kitchen roll. Cut the apricots into small pieces. Measure the fruits
into a large bowl, mix in the brandy, cover with cling film and leave in a cool place overnight.
You can also use this time to prepare your tin, ready for baking in the morning. Grease an 8-inch (20 cm) deep round cake tin.
Line the base and sides with a double layer of baking parchment. Wrap a double layer of brown parcel paper around the outside
of the tin and tie with string.
In the morning, preheat the oven to 140C/Fan 120C/Gas 1. Measure the flour, spices, butter, sugar, eggs, almonds, treacle and lemon
and orange rinds into a large bowl. Mix well, then fold in the soaked fruits. Spoon the mixture into the prepared tin and spread
out evenly with the back of a spoon. Cover the top of the cake loosely with a double layer of baking parchment with a hole in the
centre. Bake for about 4.5 h or until the cake feels firm to the touch and a skewer inserted into the centre comes out clean. Leave
the cake to cool in the tin. This will take a while! Don’t plan on doing anything else the day you are baking and cooling the cake.
Once the cake is completely cold, pierce it several times with a fine skewer and feed with a little brandy. Wrap the cold cake in a
double layer of baking parchment and then in foil. Store in
a cool place, and feed at intervals with more brandy. How
much feeding is up to yourself
and your personal taste. The
cake can be kept like this for
up to 3 months.
Catch up with our baker’s progress in the December issue,
when we will see how to do
the marzipan layer and decorate for a wonderful Christmas
showpiece to share with your
friends and family.
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Western Isles Track and Field Championships 2018

116 James Anderson 133 Luc Smith

A strong contingent of the district’s finest young athletes ran, jumped
and threw at the recent Western Isles Track and Field Championships,
which were held at the Stornoway Running Track on Saturday 15
September.
Competing against athletes from throughout the Outer Hebrides, it was
pleasing to see so many of our athletes, from Tolsta to Tong, excel at
the event, winning an array of medals. Five gold, nine silver and eight
bronze, in fact.
Congratulations to all who competed and, in particular, to the local boys
and girls who won medals of various denominations.

Gold Medal winners and Western Isles Champions
• Samuel Maclennan (Gress), 8–9-year-old boys 75m
• Jess Muir (Coll), 10-year-old girls 75m
• Jordan Nicolson (North Tolsta), 10-year-old boys 600m
• Sara Maciver (North Tolsta), 11–12-year-old girls long jump
• Ewan Murray (Tong), 13–14-year-old boys 200m

Silver medals
• David Maciver (Tong), 10-year-old boys 75m
• Ellen Macmurdo (Back), 13–14-year-old girls 100m
• Jess Muir (Coll), 10-year-old girls long jump
• Jordan Nicolson (North Tolsta), 10-year-old boys long jump
• Samuel Maclennan (Gress), 8–9-year-old boys 150m

Jess Muir

Kyla Macmurdo

• Jess Muir (Coll), 10-year-old girls 150m
• Hannah Mackenzie, 13–14-year-old girls 200m
• Samuel Maclennan (Gress), 8–9-year-old boys 600m
• Kyla Macmurdo (Back), 11–14-year-old girls 800m

Bronze medals
• Hannah Mackenzie (Back), 13–14-year-old girls 100m
• Ewan Murray (Tong), 13–14-year-old boys long jump
• Luc Smith (Back), 8–9-year-old boys 75m
• Luc Smith (Back), 8–9-year-old boys 150m
• David Maciver (Tong), 10-year-old boys 150m
• Sara Maciver (North Tolsta), 11–12-year-old girls 200m
• Ellen Macmurdo (Back), 13–14-year-old girls 200m
• Sara Maciver (North Tolsta), 11–14-year-old girls 800m
Well done to the many local athletes (including a trio of
Macmurdos!) who competed throughout the day in the various events. Some were very unlucky not to feature among the
medals. A thoroughly enjoyable day was had by competitors
and spectators alike, with local interest in so many of the
events to keep us all cheering on our boys and girls.
The full results can be found on the Stornoway Running and
Athletics Club website. All photos are courtesy of Iain James
Sports Photos, and more photos of the event can be found on
his Facebook page

Robbie Macmurdo

Samuel Maclennan
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Angus B MacNeil MP
Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome
Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street
Stornoway
Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272
E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk

Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office
20 Kenneth Street
Stornoway
Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DR
Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767
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Back in Time

November 1948

Wedding in Stornoway
An all-white wedding
brought a touch of brightness to the October gloom
when Miss Agnes Martin,
17 Vatisker, Back, was
married in Back Church,
to Mr Donald Mackenzie,
51 Lighthill. Reverend A.
Macleod performed the
ceremony, and afterwards
the couple, accompanied
by 100 guests, travelled
to Stornoway where the
reception was held in the
Masonic Hall. There they
sat down to a well-prepared
dinner, catered for by the Royal Hotel.
After the numerous telegrams were
read, the toast to the couple was proposed by the best man, Mr Robert
Mackenzie, the groom’s brother and
responded to by Mr John Mackenzie,
brother-in-law of the bride. Other
toasts were proposed by Mr Alex
Murray, uncle of the groom and Mr
Jack Macleod, Lighthill.
An enjoyable dance followed at the

and halos of coloured velvet
flowers, trimmed with white
net. They carried bouquets
of mixed chrysanthemums
and trailing fern.
On leaving the church, the
bride was presented with a
silver horse-shoe by Master
Alexander Elsey, her little
nephew.

Drill Hall, the Master of Ceremonies
being Mr Jack Macleod, Lighthill.
The bride wore a fitting gown of white
ring velvet, and her embroidered veil was
held in place by a coronet of orange blossom. She carried a sheaf of mixed carnations, and was attended by four bridesmaids, her sister, Dolina Martin, and
the groom’s two sisters, Catherine and
Kennina, and the bride’s niece Dolina
Elsey, who with her mother and two
brothers travelled home for the occasion.
They all wore gowns of white cloque,

40th Reunion 2019
Born in 1979 (or thereabout)? Is the big four “oh!”
just around the corner? Did you start S1 in a Lewis
or Harris school in 1991? If so, it’s about time we had
a big party with all our former classmates at our first
reunion!
Keep the second weekend in April free for a weekend of festivities. Friday 12th April 2019 is the formal
dinner-dance at the Cabarfeidh Hotel; the kids are in
for a treat on the Saturday afternoon as a Family Fun
Day is planned at the Back Football and Recreation
Centre; then on to Saturday evening for a casual buffet
and disco at the Golf Club where partners are welocme. The weekend will be concluded on Sunday with
an informal evening fellowship in the M. A. Macleod
Memorial Hall.
You are welcome to attend all four events, or just one.
For more information and online booking, keep checking the website which will be added to over the coming months, and follow proceedings on Twitter and
Facebook. Please pass on this information to any of our
former classmates who may not see this.
www.heb40.co.uk
@heb40reunion

enquiries@heb40.co.uk
www.facebook.com/
groups/heb40

For going away the bride
chose an ice-blue brushed
whipcord coat, trimmed
with velvet and a matching
hat, feather trimmed. The
good wishes of the community are extended to the bride and groom
on the occasion of their marriage.
Passed Exam
Her many friends in the district are
glad to learn that Miss Isa Maciver, 42
Vatisker, Back, has passed her preliminary Examination in Nursing. She is
a probationer in Lewis Hospital, and
those from the district who have been
patients there, speak highly of her. We
hope that she will have a happy and
successful career.

Bowls
The new season of bowls has just started at the Upper
Coll centre. It will be interesting to see who will come
out top this year, as a lot of people have taken an interest in joining. With the possibility of 30 or more people
wanting to play, it will be difficult to accommodate that
number of people and so there may be the possibility
of having two sessions instead of the one as at present.
Last year's league winner was Terry Condie, but it was
a close call and hopefully we will have the same competitiveness this session too. Club Champion was Iain
MacLeod. Look out: they’ll all be gunning for you this
year!
We are fortunate to have Malky taking care of the membership and also having Duncan at the helm keeping
the club steering in the right direction
The Friday afternoon sessions have started. For anyone
wishing to play, come along to the centre at 1pm on
Fridays and you will be made most welcome. Come
and have a bash at bowls and I trust you will enjoy it.
Jack High!
Donald A. Stewart

28

29

Top Tup
Congratulations to George
Graham (Clam), 36 Vatisker,
whose three-shear blackface ram was crowned overall champion at the annual
ram sale held at Stornoway
Auction Mart on 1 October.
The ram was sold in the ring
for £650, the highest price
achieved for a blackface ram
and the joint-highest achieved for any breed since current-era records began in
2009. A Cheviot ram also achieved £650 in 2011 and in both cases the top price
was achieved by the show champion. The previous record for a blackface was
£600, set in 2015.
Despite this success, the price achieved doesn’t beat George’s personal record
of £800 for another blackface ram that he sold privately in 2017.
George’s blackface tup lamb was also awarded first prize on the day in its category.
A great day out!

George with his trophy 
 In the ring

2.

1.
3.

Pet
Corner
1. Rex the Border Collie
puppy. Rex belongs to
Karis of Serenity Hair &
Beauty. Rex stays with
Karis and her family in
Ranish.
2. Piper the cavachon. Piper
also lives in Upper Coll.
Sent in by Angela Mackay.
3. Chase the cat. Chase lives
in Upper Coll with Calum
Clark and his family.
4. Bella, the 6-month-old
cockapoo, loving life with
Johanna and Rebecca at
Taigh Hannah, 19b Vatisker.

4.
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI AND COURIERS

NORRIES GARAGE
GOOD RANGE OF TYRES IN STOCK

 Cars and Commercial Servicing and Repairs 
 MOT  Tyres  Wheel Alignment & Wheel Balancing 

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

 Large Stock of Truck and Trailer Parts 

70 4444

TEL: 01851 705398

Airport, Ferry, Contracts, Tours

Email: info@norriesgarage.co.uk
43 BELLS ROAD, STORNOWAY, ISLE OF LEWIS HS1 2RL
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Coinneach aig Baile
This month we will gather once again at the War Memorial to mark our
respect for those who gave their lives in the wars of the last century.
This year will have a poignancy even more pronounced than usual. We will
be marking 100 years since the end of the First World War.
Most of us have no memory of the country at war and have no idea of what
that entails. All we have is the memorial with the names of those who gave
their lives for what they believed was a just cause.
With the benefit of hindsight and knowledge many can question what the
First World War was about. What we do know is that many young men did
what they felt was their duty and paid the ultimate price for it. And then had
to raid farms to get homes for themselves and their families if they survived.
They didn’t get much thanks.
My generation grew up with parents who were young during the Second
World War. We grew up with tales of rations, hardships, voyages to the
South Atlantic, prisoners of war and the awfulness of a man called Adolf
Hitler. They were the sons and daughters of those who had witnessed the
‘war to end all wars’.
We knew survivors of the First World War. They were old. We knew very little about their hardships and they seldom spoke about them. I once remember ‘Bruce’ next door showing me a leòn cogaidh—a war-wound—on his leg.
He served with the ‘Canadians’, many like him signing up in Canada to go
to war on behalf of a country they had left to create a new life for themselves,
away from the grinding poverty of their homeland.
My own granduncle, Norman Macleod from Barvas, travelled from North
Dakota to sign up in Winnipeg, and died in France on 1 September 1918.
It is so far from us, and yet so close, and my generation wonders why they
felt this need to return to this side of the Atlantic, to fight and die in the
trenches, beside the young men from home who answered the call to stand
and bear arms.
We can now question the tactics of those who sent them to a certain death in
their hundreds of thousands. We never question the bravery of these young
men who lost so many of their friends and saw sights that no one should
have to see.
To my generation the Second World War seems very different. There were
many losses but the threat to the country and democracy, courtesy of Hitler,
was a very real one. While we grew up hearing very little about the First
World War, we seemed to hear plenty of tales from the later one, especially

Call for Information

tales of the Royal Navy, the ships, the sinkings
and the ports visited.
It was only later that we learnt about the concentration camps, the Japanese atrocities and
the Russian starvations.
When we stand and remember, we remember
those who didn’t live to enjoy the freedom and
privilege of living in a free democratic country. We remember the bravery of those who
did survive and sought nothing apart from a
decent life for themselves and their families.
We stand as a warning to ourselves, not to take
any of our privileges for granted, that many
other countries don’t have our freedoms and
that it could very easily be taken from us if we
are not vigilant.
Many of those who went to war couldn’t or
wouldn’t talk about it. There was nothing glorious about their recall of it. They didn’t want
to be taken back there, even in memory.
My generation has not experienced war. We
stand and remember those who have.
They shall grow not old, as we who are left grow
old.

Iolaire tribute
To mark the upcoming 100th anniversary of the Iolaire disaster, we are hoping to put together a tribute in the forthcoming December/January issue (deadline 19th November). We would like to publish several articles and photos
related to people in the district affected by the tragedy. To help us with this, we urge you to get in touch as soon as
possible with any information, articles and photos you would like to see included. We feel it’s important to mark
this as a community so your help in gathering the material would be very much appreciated.
Passengers on the Sheila

In order to give a full picture of the fateful evening's events it would be helpful to know who the locals were who
travelled on the Sheila from Kyle to Stornoway that night. It was reported that several servicemen from Tong and
a couple of others from Back were aboard but not all their names are known. If you can help, please get in touch.
Email: latneditor2@outlook.com
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Royal Nation al Mod
ò 2018 - Dunoon

Còisir Sgir' A' Bhac are pictured here with the Aline
MacKenzie memorial trophy, the Calum Robertson
Memorial Trophy and the John Young Memorial Baton.
For the members of Còisir Sgir' A' Bhac every waking minute
in the last few weeks has been about being word perfect leading up to the Royal National Mòd in Dunoon.
Conductor Avril Allen said: 'We have had a great week at the
mod in Dunoon, and everyone has made us feel very welcome.
The choir has worked hard this year with some very difficult
songs and arrangements'.
The choir were delighted to win first prize in the Puirt-a-beul
competition. They would like to extend their thanks to Avril
and to their Gaelic tutor, Margaret Stewart, who put them
through their paces, resulting in them winning the overall
Gaelic cup for all three of their competitions.
(Photograph courtesy Graham Hood, Official Mòd Photographer)
Congratulations also to Finlay Montgomery, who came
third in the storytelling age 5–8, and bàrdachd age 7.
Finlay was also interviewed by Linda (of Leugh le Linda)
and was featured on CBeebies Alba aig a’ Mhòid. Bha
e air a dhòigh, ’s tha e a’ coimhead air adhairt gu Mòd
Ghlaschu an ath’ bhliadhna mu thràth!

Material for publication in the DECEMBER/JANUARY
issue of Loch a Tuath News must be in before
MONDAY 19th NOVEMBER 2018

