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How to submit an article or a photograph to the Loch 
a Tuath News 
By email: latneditor2@outlook.com
By post: Loch a Tuath News, School Road, Vatisker, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JY

Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. We are now able to 
scan photos and documents at the office. Please contact the editor to make an 
appointment. If you need to have an article typed, please contact the secretary.

We need you... 
to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of the 
community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of 
the district, but they need your help. 

See the contact details on this page. 

Thanks

Have you missed any issues of your Loch a Tuath News? 
If you would like a copy sent to you, then please get in touch with Ishbal 
Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose £3.04 to cover cost and 
postage. 

Welcome to our very special 
end-of-year edition of LATN. 
In buying this issue you will 
have also have received our 
Iolaire supplement, the first 
supplement we have ever 
published. I would like to 
extend my thanks to Iain 
Murray, Guest Editor, for 
the huge amount of work 
he has put into producing 
it. As well as coordinating 
the publication from start 
to finish, Iain wrote a lot of 
the articles himself. I would 
also like to thank Chirsty 
Fisher, who planted the seed 
of commemorating the occa-
sion back in the summer, 
by suggesting we publish a 
wee article about her grand-
father, who survived the 
disaster. One article turned 
into another and another 
and another… and I also 
thank all those who got in 
touch following our request 
for local information. As Iain 
mentions in his Foreword to 
the supplement, this is just 
a small contribution to all 
the other commemorations 
that are taking place, but 
we are proud of what we 
have produced. The sinking 
was a disaster that affected 
so many people, and as I 

mentioned briefly in my 
last Failte, my own great-
grandmother (Katie Ann 
McLeman nee Macleod) 
had a very narrow escape. 
As a herring girl, she was 
returning home that same 
night. After boarding the 
Iolaire, she was later asked 
to disembark and board the 
Sheila instead, to allow more 
men on the larger vessel. It’s 
incredible to think that I, 
and indeed my own moth-
er and my granny ‘town’, 
would not exist now should 
circumstances have been 
different. Very existentialist.

On a brighter note, December 
brings all the festivities and 
fun of Christmas and New 
Year. There’s lots to look for-
ward to. By now, we shall 
have had the Christmas 
Fayre at Upper Coll and you 
will be planning your visit to 
see Santa at his grotto in The 
Hut. Maybe you will attend 
the Christmas lights switch-
on event in Stornoway on 7 
December. This year’s attrac-
tions are being funded by 
supporters of the Western 

Isles Lottery in the Broad 
Bay Area.

So what have you to look for-
ward to in the regular issue? 
We have a good read about 
John Maciver for you to sit 
and enjoy with a cup of tea 
and a slice of the Christmas 
cake you made from our rec-
ipe. And did you know we 
have a jazz dancer who has 
made the Scotland national 
team in our midst? Read 
all about Abbie Morrison’s 
efforts to get to training on 
the mainland and make the 
world championships in 
Florida. You can also meet 
the new owners of Back 
Pharmacy, and see who won 
our inaugural LATN Pet of the 
Year competition.  

We wish all our readers 
a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year. Likewise 
to all our advertisers. 
Without them, we wouldn’t 
be able to continue getting 
LATN out to you at such a 
low price. And thanks also 
to our regular contributors 
and volunteers. 

Wishing you all a happy 
and healthy 2019.
Jayne   

Cover image courtesy Ali 
Finlayson

www.facebook.com/
LochaTuathNews

@lochatuathnews

Fàilte
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Back
90th Birthday
2018 has seen upwards of a dozen indi-
viduals who were born in the Loch a 
Tuath district celebrate their 90th birth-
day, which is possibly a record. Our 
latest nonagenarian is Neil Murray (Niall 
Ailig), 9 Back, who attained this mile-
stone on 29 October. Neil, who is the old-
est man residing in Back village, is very 
appreciative of the cards, gifts and visits 
he received at the time of his birthday. 
We wish him many more happy returns.

50th Birthday
Congratulations to Margaret-Ann 
Maciver, Corrodale, who celebrated her 
50th birthday on 10 November. Love 
from all the family.

New Baby
James and Iona Morrison of Highmoor, 
New Street, are delighted to welcome 
Hamish Iain Morrison, who was born on 
26 October, weighing 8lbs 3oz. Hamish is 
a little brother for Seumas and Ruairidh. 
Hamish is the fourth grandson of Iain 
and Ann Mackenzie, Milking Hill, Tong, 
and for Donald and Jean Morrison, 
Cross, Ness.   

Sympathy
We extend our condolences to Donald 
John (DJ) McCarthy following the pass-
ing of his wife Shirley at their home in 
Tain on 29 October, following a long 
illness. DJ is formerly of 3 Vatisker Park 
and 4 Back. Our thoughts are also with 
his two daughters and three sons in the 
premature loss of their mother. 

Congratulations
Congratulations to Jamie Morrison, 2 
Lighthill, on passing his driving test.

Funeral Fund
As per last year, Iain Murray, 9 Back, will 
be the collector for Back and Vatisker 
during December/January. The annual 
fee remains at £1.50 per person. 

Vatisker
60 Years Married
Congratulations to William Alex 
and Peggy MacDonald who recently 
celebrated their diamond wedding 
anniversary. The couple were married 
at Back Free Church on 6 November 
1958 by Rev. Murdo Macaulay with 
the reception held at the old Back 
Hall. William Alex's best man was his 
brother William (53 Vatisker), while 

Peggy's bridesmaids were her sisters 
Seonag (Skye), Nan (Heatherlea, Gress) 
and William Alex's niece, Murdina (9 
Vatisker). Family and friends joined 
with the couple at their anniversary 
celebration at Bellshill Cottage to wish 
them well. We extend our best wishes 
to William Alex and Peggy on this 
milestone occasion. A h-uile beannachd 
leibh agus mòran làithean eile còmhla ri 
chèile.

Coll
Golden Wedding
Calum and Willina Martin (5 Coll) 
recently celebrated their golden wed-
ding anniversary. They were married 
on 8 November 1968 in Back Church by 
Rev. Murdo Macaulay, with the recep-
tion following in the Crown Hotel.

Bereavements 
Our sympathy goes to Ina Murray and 
family, 13 Coll, on the passing of her sis-
ter, Etta Morrison, late of North Tolsta. 

Our sympathy also goes to Dene and 
Iain Murray, Cuan Sgith, 57 Coll, and 
family on the passing away of Dene’s 
mother Chris Ann Macdonald, late of 
Maryhill, Stornoway. To all other rela-
tives, friends and neighbours who are 
in our thoughts at this sad and difficult 
time we also send our condolences 

Funeral Funds are now due and can 
be paid to collectors or at Third Sector 
Hebrides before the end of January 2019.

Gress
Get Well Wishes
Charlie Clark, Robert Maclennan and 
Kenneth Macleod (Nenna) have all been 
in hospital this month and we wish them 
all a speedy recovery.

Halloween Party
A great time was enjoyed by the chil-
dren of the village in Adam and Anna 
Wilson’s house this year. The weath-
er also remained fair and the bonfire 
and fireworks went off as planned on 
5 November. The money left over from 
the village collection is being donated 
to Cancer Research. Cancer Research 
Lewis, would like to thank all the vil-
lagers for their generosity during the 
house-to-house collection; £551.91 was 
donated.

Condolences
The village was very sad to hear of 
the death of Angus Mackenzie 

(Thonosaidh) on 15 October in Bethesda 
Hospice. He was originally from Tolsta 
but spent time in Glasgow before return-
ing home to Gress with his wife, Maggie, 
to the family home at 37 Gress. We send 
our sympathies to Maggie Ann, Tina and 
Alasdair, and Muriel, the grandchildren 
Scott and Catherine, and his own family 
Chrissie, Donald, Angus M and Murdo, 
and all the extended family.

Visitors
Cathie (Canada) Murray and her niece 
Sandi were over from Vancouver to visit 
her cousins from number 21, Iain (Shake) 
and Anna Margaret (Macleod). They 
were joined by Iain’s sister, Jean Ann 
(Dornoch), and spent 10 windy and wet 
days touring the island. Cathie lived 
here at no. 21 for a year in the late 1950s 
and has many happy memories of Gress.

Happy Birthday
Best wishes to Ishbel (Bobshie) on reach-
ing her 85th birthday. Many congratula-
tions from us all.

Tong
New Baby
Congratulations to Marina and Jim 
Morrison, 4A Laxdale, on the birth of 
their son Aiden Iain Morrison on 28 
August. Another lovely grandson for 
Joan and the late Murdo Murray (Ford 
Terrace), and Mary and Jimmy Morrison 
(Laxdale).

80th Birthday
Congratulations to Margaret Finlayson 
on the occasion of her 80th Birthday 
on 18 August. She enjoyed spending 
the day with all her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. She is affectionate-
ly known to them all as Granny Cookie. 

Dancing Queen
Grace Anne Macleod (56 Aird Tong) 
recently competed at and won her Pre-
Championship at the North of Scotland 
Championships in Inverness. This is a 
title Highland Dancers work hard to 
achieve, and is all the more difficult 
for dancers from the islands as it’s not 
possible to attend the same amount of 
Championship competitions as the danc-
ers on the mainland.  

As Na 
Bailtean
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A,.s na Bailtean Pictures

New babies, clockwise from top left:

Hamish Iain Morrison (Back)

Ruairidh Calum Graham (Upper Coll)

Aiden Iain Morrison (Tong)

Samuel James France (Upper Coll)

Neil Murray and family (Back) 

 Margaret Finlayson (Tong)

Margaret-
Ann 

Maciver
(Back)

Gress visitors 
Gress Halloween party 

Grace Anne Macleod (Tong) 

 Christine Stone (Upper Coll)
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Grace Anne danced against other dancers 
from all over the North of Scotland coming 
out top in her section, Thank you to Lynn 
Maclean, her dance teacher, whose classes 
Grace Anne has attended since the age of 3. 
Grace Anne is the granddaughter of Murdo 
(Soda) and Annie Mary Macdonald (Aird 
Tong) and Chirsty Mairi and the late Neil 
(Spread) Macleod (14 Coll).

Condolences
We extend our sincere condolences to the 
family of the late Sandra Finlayson. We 
especially remember her sons Neil, Donald 
and Alexander, and Neil Ferguson, hus-
band of Sandra's late daughter Christine, 
and their families. Sandra was married to 
Angus George Finlayson, formerly of 26 
Aird Tong.

Upper Coll
New Babies
The run of new babies in the Upper Coll 
family continues!

Christine and Calum Iain Graham, Bruinish 
13 Upper Coll, have become grandparents 
for the fourth time, following the arrival of 
son Alasdair’s first child, Ruairidh Calum 
on 24 October 2018 at the Princess Royal 
Maternity, Glasgow. Ruairidh Calum is 
the first grandchild of Peggy and Roddy 
MacLeod, Berneray. Congratulations 
and best wishes to parents Alasdair and 
Rachel and a warm Upper Coll welcome to 
Ruairidh Calum.

Congratulations to Catherine and BJ France 
on the birth of their son, Samuel James, on 
26 October, a welcome baby brother for 
Daniel and Erin. Best wishes to Robert and 
Murdina and to Annibel on the arrival of 
their new grandson.

Bereavement
We send our sincere condolences to the 

Calum and Willina Martin 
(Coll) 

William Alex and Peggy MacDonald 
1958 (Vatisker)  + 

family of the late Margaret Ann Mackenzie. Margaret Ann was the daughter 
of Iain Mackay, 51 Upper Coll. We also extend our deepest sympathies to her 
children and the rest of her immediate family.

Literature Awards, Dunoon
We send our very best wishes to Christine Stone (Mòley and Màiri’s daugh-
ter) for her remarkable achievements at the Literature Awards in Dunoon this 
year. The accompanying photo has the silverware on show, along with the 
Gold Medal. The awards were: for short story writing, Duais Cuimhneachaidh 
Dhòmhnaill Iain Mhiciomhair (The Donald John MacIver Memorial Award); for 
prose writing, The John Angus MacLeod Quaich; for recitation of a piece of 
poetry & prose (Bàrdachd and Rosg, with the First World War as a theme), Bonn 
Òr Commun Sgitheanach Ghlaschu (The Glasgow Skye Association Gold Medal). 
Many congratulations Christine!

We also extend our hearty congratulations to  Còisir Sgire a’Bhac on their amaz-
ing success at the 2018 Mòd.

Entrance to Coll Beach
There is now an easier access to the beach following work undertaken by Back 
Community Council with financial assistance from our three Councillors’ ward 
funds. Our grateful thanks to all involved.

Fishermen’s Funeral Fund
Those who pay into the Fund are reminded that payment is due by the end of 
January. Colin Tucker will be collecting round the houses during December and 
January. Payments can also be left at his home, 10c Upper Coll.

Angus Maclennan was bap-
tised on Sunday 28 October 
at Martin's Memorial Church. 
Angus is the son of Robbie and 
Michelle Maclennan (Lonfearn, 
15c Coll), and grandson of 
Gordon and Effie Ann (15a 

Coll) and Calum and Lorraine 
(Lyndonlea). A precious gift from 

God. ‘Protect this little man, to fol-
low in Your way, guide his little feet, 

to follow in Your way.’

Baptism
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The following is a brief account of the entrepreneurial expe-
riences of the life of John Maciver (Peel); very few could 
claim to have such a wide range of occupations.

Born at 70 Coll in 1899, John attended Back school at a time 
when it was considered an accomplishment to dodge classes 
and spend the day playing truant, and was probably up to 
some mischief with his pals. Many a story was told about 
them being carted back to school by their parents to face a 
tyrannical headmaster. 

On leaving school, most young lads went fishing: starting 
off as a cook and then being promoted to deck hand; such 
was his lot, probably because his father owned a share in the 
family-owned fishing boat, The Queen.

From there, John spent a number of years in New York as 
a joiner, building houses. He was self-taught and accom-
plished at the trade. It was while he was in New York that 
the house at 15 Upper Coll was built under the supervision 
of his father. Apart from the farmhouses, the new house was 
the first ‘white house’ to be built there. John came to occupy 
the house when he married in 1925. 

The start of his entrepreneurialism was the acquisition of a 
car, which he converted into a ‘bus’, and also the purchase 
of a fishing boat for line fishing in Broad Bay. In fact, he had 
several fishing boats of various sizes at Coll, five of which 
come to mind, but only one was used at a time. Over the 
years, John had two of them fitted with inboard engines, but 
these proved too heavy to be handled. 

John also opened a small grocery shop, adjacent to the 
house, for the benefit of the village folk. The bus was used 
to transport the fishermen’s wives, along with the catch of 
haddocks, to sell their wares in Stornoway. It was also use-
ful for stocking the shop with groceries from the wholesalers 
in the town. Before the winter set in, he would supply the 
families in Upper Coll with a sack of oatmeal and a sack of 
flour for home-baking, and wait for payment until the end 
of the fishing season, or sometimes even later, to make sure 
people didn’t run short. Was this the start of ‘hire purchase’?

Over the years, John acquired a variety of buses. The first 
was the one he fitted out himself; the second was a Morris, 
the body of which was built by the boat-builder in Ness. The 
third was a Bedford 12-seater—this body was built by Alex 
John from Coll, as was the fourth, a Commer 12-seater. The 
latter two came to Stornoway new as bare chassis with front 
mudguards, engine covers and windscreens, plus, of course, 
engines, gearboxes and axles. The fifth bus was a 21-seater 
Austin Utility, which had slatted wooden seats because of 
wartime restrictions. All operators who took part in the 
war were given one of these at a concessionary rate if they 
so wished. I think about 20 came to Lewis. The sixth, and 
final, bus was a 32-seater Bedford, which took him to the 
formation of the Back–Stornoway Transport Co., formed by 
the amalgamation of all three local operators, namely John 
Murray, George Stewart and John himself. 

Along with the buses, John also had three lorries: two 
Commer tippers and an ex-American GMC. The first 
Commer was a converted 3-ton flatbed on single rear 
wheels, fitted with a manually operated screw tipper. The 

second was a used, genuine factory-fitted 5-tonner with 
double rear wheels and a hydraulic tipper. This one was 
replaced by an ex-American GMC left-hand drive 4×4, the 
‘box’ of which was constructed by himself. Second-hand 
lorries were in such demand, hence the need to buy the left-
hand drive ex-American. These lorries were used mainly for 
work constructing the aerodrome, hauling shingle from the 
beach and taking peats home after the day’s work was done. 
The GMC was taken over by the Company.

For his private use, John had several cars over the years. 
The first was a Morris Oxford, with the square-type body; 
it had a six-cylinder engine. The car came second hand 
from Glasgow, bearing the number plate US----, which was 
the number plate for Glasgow at the time, but no reflection 
on the car. The second car was an Armstrong Siddley; it 
had a semi-automatic gearbox, and also had a square body 
and a six-cylinder engine. He brought this one home from 
Peterhead in the hold of the drifter. He had bought the car 
to collect drift nets with it from ports around the coast while 
the drifter was being repaired on the slipway in Peterhead. 
In 1948, John bought a brand new Austin 10 and in 1949 he 
bought a brand new Austin A40. The reason for this was 
that cars were in very short supply and one had to wait a 
year from the time of order until delivery. One could sell it 
in a year and get a lot more for it then than when you paid 
for it new, hence the reason for the two cars. His next was a 
Commer 10 cwt van, which was used in connection with the 
Broad Bay fishing. 

Parallel to this, John acquired a ploughing tractor; it was a 
primitive thing with two spiky wheels, an engine and two 
long arms with a single-furrow plough in between. One 
had to walk after this all day. It was useless on the braes, 
particularly so on soft ground. It was the same as ploughing 
with the horses, except that the engine replaced the horses. 
On parting with this, he bought the first rubber-tyred (Ford) 
Ferguson tractor in the district. This was followed by a sec-
ond one and all the relevant equipment to go with it. Almost 
all the ploughing done in the district was done by these two 
tractors. Later, a trailer was constructed (the first in the area) 
and this took on the job of carting the peats directly from the 
banks to their respective houses. What a saving of manual 
labour that proved to be! The trailer was built on the same 
principle as a cart using an ingenious system for tipping. A 
hydraulic tipper was used later on. 

I should mention the block-making business at Upper Coll. 
It started off as a one-man operation at the small station near 
Coll Bridge, but soon expanded to the ‘block yard’, where it 
provided employment to many a person over the years of its 
existence: it was a real hive of activity.

During the war, John, along with John and Angus Murray 
as partners, acquired several herring fishing drifters. The 
Cynosure was the first, accompanied by the Dove. The Dove 
was sunk after a collision outside the harbour and was 
replaced by the drifter Coronata. The Cynosure was sold 
and replaced by the drifter Enzie. It, too, was sunk off the 
‘chicken’ by a Fleetwood trawler and was replaced by the 
Excel (there was no loss of life in any of these sinkings). The 
fishing was good at the start; in fact, the Coronata still holds 
the record for the best catch by drift net in a 24-hour period: 
over 200 cran of herring between two trips. However, after 

The Life and Times of John Maciver (Peel)
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the war, the fishing fell away and the boats were sold for 
scrap. 

Harris Tweed was another of John’s ventures. At one time, 
he owned seven looms, which he lent out to different 
weavers for a return of a certain amount of money for each 
tweed produced. Along with this, he was getting cartage for 
transporting the tweeds to and from the mills, and not just 
the tweeds from his own employees, but also from others in 
the district who owned their own looms. On a small scale, 
John became a tweed merchant, buying yarn and selling his 
tweeds privately. 

John found time to do a lot of work to the house at 15 Upper 
Coll. He employed several men to build concrete walls round 
the house—about 300 yards of walls and 18 concrete 
pillars, all done by hand with only a wheelbarrow 
and a shovel. Most were finished with decorative 
railings. To get running water in the house, he had a 
well dug at the top of the hill, but after going down 
25 feet, they failed to get water. Plan 2 was to dig 
a well down the croft, where he was sure of water, 
and then to pump it up to a large concrete tank on 
the hill. This involved digging a trench almost the 
whole length of the croft and laying pipes from well 
to tank and from tank to house. The acquisition of 
a windmill solved the problem of manual pumping 
and proved to be a great labour saver. The windmill 
came from Aberdeen, from Macintosh, Wembley 
Huntley, a firm that sold second-hand items of 
every description and need. Next, the bathroom 
was built. A new stove was purchased and this 
provided the luxury of piping hot water. Along 
with this a generator was installed and the house 
was wired by a couple of RAF electricians from 
the airport. This provided electricity and running 
water years before either came to the district. 

A lasting legacy of John’s life in Upper Coll is the construc-
tion of the road down the brae, completing the circle around 
the village. He employed local labourers for this operation. 
They used stones from the village boundary wall to form the 
road and finished it off with local gravel. A new fence was 
erected to replace the crumbling wall, all at his own expense. 
The road became very useful for practising hill starts over 
the years.

Prior to John’s retirement, 
Back Transport Co. was sold 
off. The buses were bought 
by Mitchell's, the main bus 
operator at the time; one of 
the lorries went to George 
Stewart and the other to 
John himself. This, along 
with the tractors, was the 
start of John Maciver & Sons 
Haulage Contractors. 

In 1955, John bought 26 
James Street and made it his 
home from then onwards. 
The same year, he bought a 
small shop at 22 North Beach 
and converted into the Broad 

Bay Fish Shop. This was a really popular shop; small in size 
but huge in trade. To this was added the kippering yard at 
Inaclete Road, MacConachie’s Kippering Yard across the 
road, and the fish and chip shop at Church Street. This came 
to be known as John Maciver & Sons Fish Merchants.

As a retirement hobby, John engaged in small-line fishing 
from Coll, where he enjoyed the company of his former 
colleagues in a new Ness-built boat, where there was no 
need of a sail but the whine of two faithful Seagull outboard 
engines, one on each quarter. Along with his neighbour on 
James Street, he acquired a small fishing boat to maintain 
his interest in fishing, hiring a local crew and an east-coast 
skipper, but took no part in it himself. This venture was not 
successful and the boat was sold off to Bernera. 

Calum Dan and the Mercedes

When he retired and relinquished his involvement in the 
business his son, George and Calum Dan, took control of the 
business and expanded it, adding more lorries and excava-
tors, big and small, thus giving work to more people. This 
continued to be the case for a number of years, but then they 
decided to add a crane to the expanding business. Latterly, 
they had four cranes of varying capacities. 

With the company doing so well, they both decided in 1984 
to get a top-range Mercedes. George bought a blue one and 

Calum Dan opted for a green one. They both 
cherished their cars and loved to drive them, 
especially Peggy Mary, George’s wife, until 
she realised it was getting too big for them. She 
loved being in the passenger seat, admiring the 
scenery, when going on holiday. She misses the 
car but as they gave it to their son they know it 
will be well looked after. 

They have now retired and the business is now 
managed by Calum Dan’s son, who has added 
yet another dimension to the company by add-
ing self-drive small plant hire, under the name 
of Hebridean Plant, but it still incorporates the 
original company name of John Maciver and Son. 

From small beginnings it is gratifying to see the 
company going from strength to strength and 
long may that continue.

George Maciver with the help of DA Stewart

Calum Dan and George with the fruits of their labour



8

NORRIE'S GARAGE
 Cars and Commercial Servicing and Repairs 

 MOT  Tyres  

 Wheel Alignment & Wheel Balancing 

 Large Stock of Truck and Trailer Parts 

TEL: 01851 705398
Email: info@norriesgarage.co.uk

43 BELLS ROAD, STORNOWAY

ISLE OF LEWIS HS1 2RL

GOOD RANGE OF 
TYRES IN STOCK
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Upheld by God

Psalm 63:8 ‘My soul clings to you; your right hand 
upholds me’

God’s right hand is symbolic of security and strength. It 
is reliable and trustworthy. God will uphold, strength-
en and sustain. He will protect and defend with his 
right hand—full of might and power. His upholding is 
above and beyond David’s clinging. God’s grasp exceeds 
David’s hold. 

David leans upon the steadfast right hand and arm of 
his God. This is a low point for David. Forsaken by his 
own son. The King’s house is divided. The royal palace 
in disarray. A displaced king without a right-hand man. 
Yet at this lowest of points—lower still are the everlasting 
arms of the covenant God, whose right hand uplifts David 
above this dark hour—giving him hope and confidence 
that the king will yet rejoice in God. God will execute 
justice. 

The Bible associates God’s right hand as a place of great 
honour. It revolves around Jesus, the Son of David. 
Following his resurrection Jesus ascended to heaven 
and was exalted to the right hand of God the Father in 
heaven— ‘far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, above every name that is named.’ David has 
every confidence in God. Grace is administered and dis-
pensed at his right hand.

God’s upholding hand gives David confidence in light of 
an uncertain future. He develops a providence perspec-
tive that we are all encouraged to adopt as we end this 
year and look forward to beginning another year. It’s a 
time for reflection. We remember, in particular, the Iolaire 
tragedy of 100 years ago. As we recall so we render thanks 
to God for how his upholding right hand has imparted 
comforting grace, abundant mercy and lasting peace over 
past years. 

Through the mystic fabric, woven on the great historic loom
Runs the golden thread of purpose, not the iron thread of doom
True the hand Divine is hidden – moving secret and unseen
Through the acts of life’s long drama, managing each shifting scene
Man proposes, God disposes, all things his designs fulfil

(AT Pierson).

God has a plan. He rules and overrules as he leads us with 
his shepherding hand. He has a purpose. Every twist, 
turn, development and disappointment is His appoint-
ment. God has worked and woven, dovetailed and deliv-
ered all these things together for David’s good—and for 
ours, in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 

Calum I Macleod

A warm welcome is extended to everyone in the 
community to attend Back Free Church of Scotland 
(SCO38164). Services in Back during December 2018 
are as follows:

Back
Sunday 2nd December
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 9th December
11am: Rev Calum I Macleod (Baptism)
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod
Sunday 16th December
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 23rd December
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

Sunday 30th December
11am:  Rev Calum I Macleod
6pm:  Rev Calum I Macleod

The praise is bilingual during the morning service.

Tong Mission House
Sunday 16th December
6pm:  Mr Ronnie Murray

For January’s schedule please refer to www.backfreechurch.co.uk

From the Manse

December Service Times 

Members are reminded that 2019 subscriptions are due, and are still set 
at £1.50 per member for the year. Collectors will be on their rounds in 
Gress,Vatisker, Back, Coll, Upper Coll and Aird Tong.

At present there is no collector for Tong, and payment can be made at 
Third Sector Hebrides, 30 Francis Street, Stornoway.  

This collection area covers Tong Road to Milkinghill and includes Tong 
Allotments, Ford Terrace, Ford View, Clachan Biorach, Morrison Square 
and Morrison Terrace.       

If you’re interested in taking over this collection, please contact 
Catherine MacLeod on 07786477269.

The Funeral Fund associaTion

For lewis Fishermen and women

Founded 1904
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My name is Abbie Morrison. I am 17 years old, 
from 2 Lighthill, Back, and I have recently been 
offered a place on Scotland’s Senior Jazz Team! 

I have been part of the North West Allstars 
dance and cheer team here on the island since I 
was 8 and really found a passion for dancing, I 
now coach younger dancers, which I love doing. 
I want to thank my coach and friend of 9 years, 
Kirstie Anderson, for teaching me everything I 
know and giving me countless opportunities to 
get to where I am today. Without her none of 
this would even be possible.

The opportunity to be on the Scotland team 
has been a dream come true for me and I never 
thought it could’ve become a reality. Coming 

Jazz sensation Abbie makes the Scotland team!
from the Isle of Lewis, opportunities like 
this are few and far between and I would 
love to take this chance to do our island 
proud and represent it and our country 
on the world stage in Orlando, Florida, 
in April. 

Words can’t describe how excited I am to 
start my journey as part of Team Scotland 
alongside the rest of all the amazing danc-
ers and coaches. Being part of the team 
involves me traveling back and forth 
from Glasgow every second weekend 
for training. As you can imagine this is 
very expensive, before even considering 
the expense of getting to the Worlds in 
Florida! But I am fully committed to mak-
ing every single practice so this is why 

I’m asking for your help. I have a Go Fund Me page online 
and will be holding dance classes during the holidays for 
children who would like to a try dancing or improve their 
skills. Find out about the classes on the Hebrides Dance and 
Wellbeing Facebook page. 

Good luck Abbie! If you would like to help Abbie realise her dream 
of getting to Florida, the link to her funding page is below. Any 
donation will be gratefully received. Let’s get her to the World 
Championships!

https://www.gofundme.com/my-journey-to-worlds?fbcli
d=IwAR0HvhSPivvkbHWiUo402y3nS8m4yhl6-gWeDXT-
M1KR4qlIG0MzfUFEBkrg

We were delighted to accept the kind invitation from 
Loch a Tuath News to introduce ourselves to the com-
munity.

We, David Dryden (pictured right with Jenny, who we 
will meet in the February issue) and Michael Balmer 
(left), became the proud owners of Back Pharmacy in 
October this year. But it all began long before that.

In January 2010—after more than 2 years of mak-
ing our case—we were able to open Kyle Square 
Pharmacy in Spittal, Rutherglen. Since then, we have 
taken every opportunity to be an important part of the 
local community: running a number of charity events, sponsor-
ing a local primary school football team, accepting invitations to 
deliver presentations to local groups and running competitions. 
We have also put together a dedicated team and have been able 
to improve the availability of important pharmacy services to the 
local residents and we have been made to feel most welcome. 
The pharmacy has grown enough and been successful enough to 
allow us the opportunity to get involved in Back Pharmacy, here 
on Lewis; and we didn't require any persuading.

We came to visit Back Pharmacy and made trip of it; hiring a car 
and visiting a number of tourist attractions around Lewis. But 
the biggest attraction for us was, of course, the pharmacy itself. It 

was clear from the beginning that a lot of love and care had been 
put into the pharmacy for a number of years by the previous 
owner, Carolyn Hudson. The whole trip was an extremely posi-
tive experience; the staff made us feel very welcome and both 
Paul and Carolyn were extremely hospitable. 

We felt there was a real opportunity to continue the great work 
that was already being done, knowing that if we could find the 
right pharmacist to take the reins then they would be able to 
do so—with additional support from ourselves. I think we have 
found that very person; but perhaps that's a story for another day...

While it took longer than anticipated to get everything ironed out, 

New Pharmacists 
for Back
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In recent weeks Comann 
Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac (CEBac) 
got news that our funding appli-
cation to Stornoway Trust, Point 
and Sandwick’s Community 
Fund had been successful and 
that we had been awarded £5000. 
We are extremely grateful for this 
considerable boost to our funds 
which means that we will be 
able to purchase necessary equip-
ment, look into the possibility of 
a base for the group, book speak-
ers whose expenses and fees we 
can offer to pay, and organise 
exhibitions.

We hope to hold monthly talks 
during the winter with time 
for a cup of tea and a bleth-
er at The Hut. We are pleased 
to announce that Dr Dòmhnall 
Uilleam Stiùbhairt has agreed to 
give CEBac’s inaugural lecture at 
the end of January. It is particu-
larly appropriate that Dòmhnall 
Uilleam is giving our first lecture, 
as his father Dòmhnall Alasdair, 
former Head Teacher of Sgoil 
a’ Bhac, was so involved in the 
previous Comann Eachdraidh 
and the history of the area. The 
date and title of the talk are to be 
confirmed and will be advertised 
locally, on Radio nan Gaidheal, 
Isles FM and social media. 
Look out for this information! 
Members will receive informa-
tion of all our activities by email 
or mail.

We have had 27 applications for 
membership so far and many 
folk have said they will join but 
have not got round to filling in 
the application form included 
in the October issue of Loch a 
Tuath News yet! Please note that 
being a member of CEBac does 
not mean you have to be active 

in the society, but we do need 
your support, and membership is 
free. The more members we have, 
showing interest in what we are 
trying to achieve, the more clout 
we will have and the more we 
will be able to achieve in preserv-
ing the heritage of Sgìre a’ Bhac. 
Of course, the hope is that many 
of you will want to contribute in 
some way and we look forward 
to hearing from you.

Membership forms can be ‘post-
ed’ in the Loch a Tuath News office 
post box, or sent to Mary Ann 
Graham, subscriptions secre-
tary, whose details are on the 
afore mentioned application 
form. Application can also be 
made by emailing the informa-
tion to mdavi74979@aol.com and 
including the agreement regard-
ing data protection.

Sales of our 2018 full colour fun-
draising calendar featuring views 
of Sgìre a’ Bhac, as well as snip-
pets of historical information in 
English and Gaelic, are going 
well; the calendar is available 
from Gordon’s, Back Pharmacy, 
Harris Tweed Hebrides, Delights 
and the Crofters, as well as from 
committee members.

The croft history of Vatisker, 
part of Bill Lawson’s Croft 
History series is to be published 
in December. Members of the 
Comann Eachdraidh and some 
Vatisker residents gave assistance 
in this publication and it is hoped 
that the book will be launched, 
with Bill in attendance, and with 
the help of CEBac on Tuesday 11 
December at 7pm in the créche 
room at Back Free Church. The 

book will make a great Christmas present.

Meanwhile, Ian Quigley, whose grandfather was 
from Vatisker, continues to work on his detailed his-
tory of Vatisker and its people, and in the fullness of 
time Ian hopes to publish his research in book form. 
If anyone has any photos or stories of Vatisker and its 
people, please email info@cebac.org or contact any 
committee member and we will pass them on to Ian. 
He would be delighted to get items of human interest 
to flesh out aspects of his research.

We look forward to hearing from you by email, in 
person or by post, or through LATN with any infor-
mation, photographs, documents, artefacts or queries. 
The monthly committee meetings are held in Back 
Recreation and Football Club, Upper Coll, on the first 
Tuesday of the month. All are welcome to attend, or if 
there is anything you would like to bring up and can’t 
attend, please get in touch.

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac – Back Historical Society Update

we got there in the end, and I was extremely proud to be in charge of 
Back Pharmacy on 12 October. In reality, I had already been in and 
around for a wee while—having pitched up with my dog Sydney 
and living in a motorhome outside the pharmacy for about a week 
by then (and surviving Storm Callum!). Neither Carolyn nor I were 
fully prepared for how much work would need completing at the 
last minute, but it gave us time to overlap; time for patients to thank 
Carolyn for her years of dedication and care, and time for patients 
to welcome me to the team. I think we were both grateful for that.

It is early days and we are still finding our feet, but it's been a great 
start and we are hoping to keep doing everything that's been so good 
about Back Pharmacy—and bring some new ideas where we can. 

It's a special pharmacy with a great team, sitting in its 
own plot in a wonderful part of the world; and now we I 
have an excuse to visit as often as possible. 

David Dryden



12

October golf fun
Congratulations to everyone who took up the 
challenge of the crazy golf course this October. 
I think it’s safe to say everyone had a great 
time trying to top the leaderboard or beat 
their big sister’s score. Thanks must go to the 
Youth Scotland Rural Action Fund and Sports 
Scotland SportsHub Fund, whose grants made 
the whole event possible.

Of course things got even more competitive on 
the Saturday with the family golf tournament. 
There were an amazing seven hole-in-one scor-
ers, but special mention has to go to Morray, 
who won best beginner for the lowest begin-
ner’s score, and Sam, who won junior shot of 
the tournament. It was close fought but final 
scores tallied and the winners were Mud Club 
(David and Josh), closely followed by Skull 
Troopers (Morray, Josh, Jamie and Gavin).

The golf fun hasn’t finished yet, so if you missed 
it, don’t worry the crazy golf will be back again 
in the future and there is still time to book your-
self into one of our free golf tuition sessions on a 
Saturday morning. Check the website for more 
details.

Back Football and Recreation Club - What's on in Dec/Jan? 
Back Football Development Club

Please can we ask that any children 
no longer attending the club kindly 
return their football strips. They can 
be dropped off at the centre anytime, 
either to Terri at the office, or the club 
on a Monday night. Alternatively, 
wrap them in a bag with your child's 
name on it and leave it in the red 
post box by the main door. Thank 
you from the coaches.

Stornoway Trust Funding

On 19 November, the Stornoway 
Trust awarded £50,000 to commu-
nity projects across the estate. The 
grants are paid from the Trust’s 
community benefit fund, accru-
ing in this instance from the Beinn 
Ghrìdeag wind farm. Back Football 
and Recreation Club are to get 
£10,000 over 2 years as a contribu-
tion towards the cost of securing the 
post of community co-ordinator for 
the Back Football and Recreation 
Hall. The joint committee was 
impressed by all the work already 
done in organising activities which 
benefit people of all age groups in 
the district. 

New Year—New You

What’s your new year’s resolution for 
2019? 

Want to get fit, learn a new skill, 
take up a new hobby, meet new peo-
ple? Why not join us for our ‘New 
Year—New You’ event on Saturday 

12 January and find out what’s on 
offer locally. 

Supported by NHS Health 
Promotion and Back Pharmacy, 
there will be a wide range of infor-
mation about all aspects of health 
and fitness. Why not take advan-
tage of a free fitness assessment or 
take a sneaky peek at the Back gym? 

There will be representatives from a 
wide range of clubs and classes on 
hand to answer all your questions, 
and if that’s not enough to tempt you 
out of the house there will also be tea 
and cakes in aid of Macmillan Cancer 
Care and a few freebies and treats.

New Sewing Classes

In January we will be offering two 
new workshops in basic sewing 
techniques. Starting with a single 
session on 16 January (7–8.30pm), 
you will be introduced to the sew-
ing machine, and create a simple 
cushion cover. This is followed by 
‘Intro to dressmaking’, starting on 
23 January. The 4-week block is an 
intermediary course covering the 
skills used in basic dressmaking and 
accessories. 

Both classes are now available to 
book online through our website. 
Basic material will be provided or 
you can bring your own fancy fab-
ric. Workshops cost £5 for the sin-
gle session and £15 for the 4-week 
block.

Dates for your diary:
New Year, New You 12 January, 1-4pm
Junior Golf Classes 12, 19, 26 January, 10-11am

Make a Cushion Cover Wednesday 16 January, 7-8.30pm
Intro to Dressmaking 4-week block starts 23 January, 7-8.30pm

Boogie Bounce Next block starts 14 Jan, Mon or Thurs, 6-week block (£25/£33)
Fitness Classes Next block starts 15 January, Tuesdays 7pm or Thursdays 10am

Yoga Next block starts 22 January, 6-week block, 6-7.30pm (£48)
Beginner's Bowls Fridays, 1—2.30pm (£1)

Back Art Together Third Saturday of the month, 10.30am
Book Club 31 January, 7pm

Rainy Day Bike Club (pre-school) Thursdays, 12–3pm (term-time only)
Island Archers Wednesdays, 7—9pm (£8 adult, £4 junior)

Back Bowls Thursdays, 7:30pm

If you’d like to find out more about any of the activities happening at Back FC and Rec. Club please 
contact Terri on 01851 820745 or visit our website www.backfrc.org.uk

Tournament winners Mud Club
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Letter to the Editor
The Cancer Research local committee would like to thank 
all house-to-house collectors who raised a total of £790.93

Letter to the Editor
Mystery birthday
A couple of weeks ago I received this envelope (pictured), 
and whilst it’s always nice to get something in the post that 

isn’t a bill or an advert (especially from Canada), no Marie 
Bells live at my address (28 Back).

Alistair and Dina at the Post Office didn’t think there were any Macleods at 
28 Coll or 28 Upper Coll either. Mairi (Ishbel) Macleod (who’s aunt lived in 
my house before me) confirmed it wasn’t for her. 

It looks as though the '28' was written on the envelope as an afterthought so 
perhaps it’s for a Marie Bell at some other number in Back or Coll. With no 
return address, we decided to open it to see if that would help us find the right-
ful owner – and it was blank inside! If it belongs to you please let the editor 
know, or pick it up from me at no. 28.

D. I. Macdonald

with shellfish from the port exported as far 
as the Chinese shellfish market—an amazing 
thing really considering the harbour’s size and 
location. Andrew Graham, 1 Coll, takes shell-
fish from the harbour on a weekly basis as far 
as southern Spain—another person making a 
steady income from what is harvested locally.

If the Scottish government does not raise this 
matter shortly, future generations will not be 
able to sustain a living from the port and Broad 
Bay as we know it will be a barren waste-
land under the water line. There are a few 
options: one definite option that I think has to 
be looked into is that any vessel over a certain 
size shouldn’t be able to fish any closer than 
12 miles of the whole of the Western Isles. This 
would surely safeguard inshore fisheries.  

Jumbo Stewart, 20 Coll

Dear Editor, I am writing this letter to highlight my concern for the 
Brevig shellfish fleet, which is coming under great strain from a 
Chinese consortium-owned, Scottish-registered ‘super crabber’ work-
ing further and further into Broad Bay. The vessel in question, UL.543 
OUR HAZEL, is a boat specifically designed to work offshore waters 
that is able to store its catch live at sea for over 10 days, working 4800 
creels, with another additional 2000 on order from China. It is coming 
further and further into the loch. Last week, for instance, the vessel 
was setting gear well south of Tolsta head. As the law currently stands 
at the moment, the vessel is doing nothing illegal, but it is having 
damaging effects on the inshore fishery of the bay. 

Previous to this problem the fishery was managed in quite a good way, 
with the two big boats CARLSBAY SY873 heading north for the spring 
and summer fishing as far as Sula Sgeir and F.v ONWARD SY799 fishing 
out west from the Flannan Isles to St Kilda, both ambitious considering 
the size of vessels, a testament to the seamanship of the skippers and 
their crews. The smaller vessels head north to fish lobster and crab on 
the shores up to the butt and in winter time go back south to the more 
sheltered waters of Broad Bay. This is a common-sense approach taken 
by all local fishermen looking after the bay and what it has for the future 
generations of fishermen who leave these shores to fish. What we do 
not want is a repeat of the devastation that the east-coast trawler fleet 
caused to the fish stocks in the past, which is why a ban on mobile fish-
ing gear was introduced into the bay to help reverse the devastation of 
fish stocks, which is still being felt today.

It is a sickening sight to see. With generations of our ancestors fishing 
these grounds in the past, what would they say today?  

Brevig and the loch provide our community and island economy, 

Letter to the Editor

Carlsbay
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Royal National Mòd 2018
As you read in the last issue, Finlay 
Montgomery (GP4) came third in Recitation 
(Age 7 Fluent) and third in Storytelling 
(Age 5-8). Coinneach Mackenzie took part 
in Solo Singing, Recitation and 
Conversation. Well done to 
both boys!

Sgoil Araich
Pictured are some of the 

Sgoil Araich children in 
their Halloween costumes 
and with some of the boxes 
they collected for the 2018 

Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal.

Sgoil a’ Bhac
‘Name the Gritter’ competition

Last term we held a wonderful evening introduc-
ing Developing the Young Workforce (DYW) to 
parents.  It was from this evening that our ‘Name 
the Gritter’ competition was born and we are 
grateful to John Maciver and Sons Ltd, who 
gave us prizes for the winners. The prize win-
ners received a Kindle Fire and a company hat.

Last week, the gritters, with their new names, 
visited the school and the children had their 
photos taken. Many thanks also to Graphite 
Signs who provided their services at no cost, 
because this was a competition run for the school. 
We look forward to further partnerships with John 
Maciver and Sons Ltd and also other companies in the 
local community in the coming months.

The winners were Jess Muir with Margrit, Ethan 
Murray with Snow Mo Peel and Brody Maclean with 
Gritty, Gritty Bang Bang.

Halloween 

Lots of us came to school in different 
costumes for Halloween.  In can-
teen we had a very spooky menu to 
choose from and we took part in an 
art competition.

What is your favourite subject to 
teach and why?  

PE, because there is no marking (jokes). 
Really because I like getting all the children exer-

cising, using their bodies and being healthy.

What’s your favourite food and do you like cooking and baking? 
Doughnuts!!  I like cooking and baking but I don’t get a lot of time to do it.

If you could be an actress in a film, 
which film would you choose to be in? 
Harry Potter. I’d love to be able to do 
magic and fly on a broomstick.

What is your favourite football team? 

Celtic! I have to say that or my husband 
would be cross.

Beach Clean-up
As part of their class topics EP5/6, along 
with EP3/4, recently participated in the 

‘Surfers Against Sewage’ Autumn Beach Clean. Mrs Gill Thomson from Clean 
Coast Outer Hebrides joined us at Vatisker Beach and provided us with gloves, 
buckets and yellow bags to collect the rubbish. We were amazed by the amount 
of litter we picked up from a beach that had actually looked reasonably clean at 
the outset! 

 Gritty Gritty 
Bang Bang

 GP1,2

 EP3-4

New staff members

This month’s interviewee 
is Mrs J. MacDonald.  
She joined our school 
at the beginning 
of the session and 
works here 2 days 
a week.

What do you enjoy 
about your new job? 
I enjoy working with lots 
of different classes.

What was your last job? 
I was teaching Primary 1–4 in Tolsta School.

What pets do you have or if you don’t have 
any, what would you like to have? 
I have four chickens.

What subject did you like in school? 
I enjoyed PE.

Halloween

 Mrs Jo 
Macdonald

 Beach clean-up
 Coinneach Mackenzie
 Sgoil Araich Halloween
 Sgoil Araich shoe box
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Readers may be interested to know that 
if they are visiting Sgoil a’ Bhac over 
the next few months they may notice a 
few changes around the entrance area, 
as the Crush Hall is getting a facelift. 

Following the closure of the junior 
secondary in 2012, Sgoil Àraich Loch 
a’ Tuath moved into the school and 
came under the management of the 
education department, with the Head 
Teacher of the school also taking charge 
of the nursery. 

During 2014–15 a consultation was 
undertaken with the parent body at 
the time. This largely concerned the 
removal of the school leavers’ photo-
graphs, which were mounted in the 
old secondary corridor, and also the 
leadership boards, which adorned the 
entrance area and gave people the 
feeling that they were walking into a 
secondary school and not a primary 
school. At the time of that consulta-
tion, a decision was also made to stop 
updating the leadership boards; the 
records they contain end at June 2014. 

The appointment of the current Head 
Teacher provided a new impetus for 
the Parent Council to work towards 
progressing what later came to be 
known as the School Foyer Project 
in line with the wishes of the parent 
body, as decided in the consultation 
carried out in 2015, supported by staff 
and pupils. 

During 2017–18, the school leavers’ 
photographs were removed and new 
notice boards were erected, a move wel-
comed by the senior classes using the 
old secondary classrooms as a place to 
display their work to a wider audience. 
Although people visiting the school 
noticed that the school leavers’ pho-
tographs had come down and initially 
many commented on this, many more 
have commented on the fact that the 
school corridors are no longer adorned 
with pictures of pupils who no longer 
walk its corridors. Indeed, a number 
of the school leavers whose pictures 
were on these boards have thanked 
us for their removal. It is the intention 
that the school leavers’ photographs 
will eventually be displayed in another 
format. The boards have been kept and 
stored upstairs, but consideration must 
be given as to how best to display them 
and this will be a time-consuming pro-
ject as there are so many of them. This 
may be a project that the School Foyer 
Working Group will take on once their 
current project comes to an end, but 

if anyone has time to volunteer in the 
school and assist with such a project, 
the Head Teacher would be very happy 
to hear from them. 

There is no doubt that the School Foyer 
Project caused much discussion and 
that views on its progression were 
divided. The current working group 
had taken it on with a view to updat-
ing the school foyer and also trying 
to provide a facelift for the school 
library, which had also been designed 
principally with secondary pupils in 
mind, the existing furniture bearing 
testimony to that fact. Critics of the 
project felt that the removal of the 
leadership boards from the crush hall 
was in some way wiping out the his-
tory of the school. This is absolutely 
not the case. The history of the school 
is documented very thoroughly in the 
Sgoil a’ Bhac book, of which the school 
still has a number of copies for sale. 
Furthermore, the decision was made 
to relocate the leadership boards to 
the wall at the base of the stairwell, 
where they could still be viewed and 
referenced. It was hoped to include the 
school’s refreshed Vision and Values in 
the work that was being planned for 
the crush hall and the library, with soft 
furnishings reflecting these things and 
furniture that made the library much 
more accessible for younger primary 
classes. 

Throughout 2017–18, the School Foyer 
Working Group also progressed a fund-
ing application to ‘Tesco Bags for Help’ 
to aid with the work in the library and 
in early October received the news that 
their application had been successful. 
Customers in Tesco will see the pro-
ject in store sometime in November/
December. We kindly ask readers of 
LATN to look out for this and to ask 
the till operators for the blue tokens 
in order to place votes. Depending on 
whether we come first, second or third 
we will receive either £4000, £2000 or 
£1000 to spend on the school library, so 
your votes really do count. 

Over recent months, the Head Teacher 
also worked with Technical Services to 
plan for work within the school that 
would ensure that the school was com-
pliant with the terms of the Disability 
Discrimination Act (DDA). This will 
see a portable lift being fitted into the 
assembly hall, as this remains an area 
that cannot be easily accessed by those 
with mobility issues, and new desig-
nated disabled parking spaces will be 
marked out to the rear of the school at 

the entrance by the assembly hall door. 
There will also be a new fence erected 
to the rear of the school, which will 
allow pupils to access the main play-
ground via one of the already exist-
ing ramped accesses from the stairwell 
door. Other minor work is to add fit-
tings to fire doors, and make changes 
to the security entrances around the 
school will. Finally, the entrance to the 
rear playground from the crush hall is 
to be permanently closed off. The steep 
steps that lead from that entrance to the 
playground have been deemed to be 
dangerous and are no longer compli-
ant with legislation. Re-modelling of 
these steps was not an option as exten-
sive underground works would have 
required to be done. 

All the different strands of work that 
have been ongoing for the last few 
months see us at a point where the 
expectation is that the DDA work 
and the school foyer work will be 
started and hopefully completed by 
the end of the year. Thereafter, we 
hope to be able to turn our attention 
to the school library and the amount 
we receive from ‘Tesco Bags for Help’ 
will be dependent on the support we 
receive from the local community for 
our project. 

Within the foyer, where the external 
door to the rear of the playground will 
be closed off permanently, the trophy 
cabinet will be moved to that area. The 
dark heavy wood will be replaced and 
the whole area will be repainted.

There is recognition that these changes 
may not be to everyone’s taste and that 
there will be some who would have 
wanted the school décor to remain as 
it is. More than 50 years have passed 
since Sgoil a’ Bhac first opened its 
doors on the current site. The school 
has changed much in that time; how-
ever, its core purpose has not. We 
still seek to provide a good standard 
of education for children and young 
people in the Loch a’ Tuath catchment. 
While we hope the local community 
will welcome some of these changes, 
we are more concerned about pro-
gressing things within the school and 
ensuring that all areas of our building 
are fit for purpose for our nursery and 
primary children. 

We aim to hold our annual Christmas 
Show on 17 December 2018. We hope 
that as many people as possible will 
come and have the opportunity to view 
for themselves some of the more visible 
changes that will have been made.

Facelift for Sgoil a’ Bhac 
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Roving Reporters
Katie, Layla and Jackson have been busy recording all the lat-
est news.

Lest We Forget
On 11 November two representatives from our school were 
present at a community service taken by Rev. Macleod at 
Back War Memorial. Leon and Katie, both P7, placed the Tong 
School wreath at the memorial on this solemn occasion. 

Remembrance Assembly
On 8 November our 
Remembrance assembly 
was led by Rev. Calum Iain 
Macleod. Mia, Lylya, Jamie-
Lynne, Emma and Layla read 
out verses from the Bible. 
Rosie and Daniel read out 
a famous poem called ‘For 
the Fallen’ and poems written 
by James, Matthew and Scott 
were also shared with eve-
ryone. As a mark of respect 
we stood silently for two 
minutes to remember those 
who risked their lives for our 
country.  

We have included a poignant 
poem written by James, P7:

Remembrance
War drew us to foreign lands. 
Bullets shot past  
Like bolts of lightning 
Here we lie in Flanders fields 
Poppies grow on us now. 
For the crosses that mark us 
We shall be remembered.  
Forever in the hearts 
Of those who loved us.   

P6/7 have created an eye-
catching display inspired by 
our work on Remembrance. 
Joanna’s picture is shown above.

Harvest Thanksgiving
The whole school gathered together for a Harvest Thanksgiving 
assembly on 15 November. Reverend Macleod led the assem-
bly and we were pleased to welcome parents, grandparents 
and friends from the village. A table filled with canned 
and dried food was on display and we thank all those who 
donated food. The food was collected by Emma from the 
Salvation Army and will be given out to those in need on our 
island. Each class has been working on the theme of Harvest 
Thanksgiving and a variety of class work was shared. Mrs 
Maggie Martin, a representative from the MacMillan charity 
(Archie and Maisie-Kate’s mum) collected a cheque for £1007. 
This fantastic amount was raised at our recent coffee morning. 
Our eldest and youngest pupils, Ruby and Beth, presented the 
large cheque during Harvest assembly, pictured right. 

We have included a super 
poem from Michael, P6:

Harvest
Berries and cherries grow row 
on row,
On farms and crofts, that’s where they grow,
We pick them when Autumn comes.

We are harvesting.

The sun is like a life support, 
Helping grow food to export,
The season isn’t to fear, when it’s the time 
of year.

We are harvesting.

The field looks like a golden land,
Autumn colours make it look tanned.
Hay is what makes this display.

We are harvesting.

Tomatoes help you live,
Vitamins are what they give
Shiny red, looking like fire.

We are harvesting.

I thank nature for this food,
Nature did what it could.
We celebrate because harvest is here.

We are harvesting.

Welcome to Miss Maciver
Miss Maciver has joined the 

school as our new school 
assistant. We hope Miss 

Maciver enjoys working in 
the office. 

Thank you 
Staff and pupils wish to thank 

Mr James Macdonald for his gen-
erous donation of three large pots of 

exterior paint. James’ daughter, Neve, is 
a former pupil of the school and their continued support is much 
appreciated. The paint will be put to good use as we brighten up 
our outside area.

Tong School

 Katie and Leon at the 
Remembrance Service
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Children in Need
A superb total of £323 was raised for Children in Need. The P6/7 
class organised a bring-and-buy sale along with lots of fun stalls 
in the school hall. We all appreciated Pudsey Bear visiting the 
school on Thursday and we think he will be delighted with our 
grand total!

Spùinneadair ann an Sgoil Thunga
GM 1–3 thoroughly enjoyed a visit from Pirate Smith as he shared 
some sea-themed stories and songs. The children participated with 
enthusiasm and found it exciting to use tools a real pirate would use!

This month we will be taking a look back at October’s 
weather, White Christmases and more. It’s hard to talk 
about December weather and things are very settled in 
mid-November, as I write this. However, December and 
January are the peak of our storm season and things are 
likely to become more active. 

After an extremely wet September, the rainy theme con-
tinued into October with 151.4 mm of rain. This made it 
the third wettest month of the year, with September and 
January being wetter. October only had 72.5 hours of sun-
shine—only January had less, with 32.6 hours of sunshine. 
These data are from the Met Office at Stornoway Airport. 

My White Christmas forecasts 
for Western Isles Weather 
start on 1 December, and I 
will publish regular updates 
up until the big day. The last 
official white Christmas in 
the UK was in 2010; however, 
we did have few snowflakes 
falling in 2016 in the Western 
Isles. You have more chance 
of seeing snow in March 
than December. On average, 
December sees 3.9 days of 
snow, while March has 4.2 
days. February, on average, 
sees 5.6 days. 

In the last 54 years, we have 
seen a single snowflake fall-
ing in the UK 38 times. This is 
classed as a white Christmas. 
However, there has only 
been widespread snow on 
four occasions in the last 51 
years. 

Some other Christmas stats: 
the windiest Christmas was in 2011, with 101 mph in 
Shetland. The warmest temperature was seen in 1920 
at 15.6°C. The coldest was –18.3°C in Durham in 1878. 
Fingers crossed for those who want it that we get a white 
Christmas! 

In the next issue I will look back at the 2018 weather 
events in the Western Isles. I would like to take this 
chance to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New year. 

[Editor’s note: you can keep up with Richard’s white Christmas 
forecasts on Twitter @IslesWeather or on the Western Isles 
Weather Facebook page.]

Weather Watch

 Ahoy to Pirate Smith!                                 Pudsey in the school! 

Figure courtesy Alison Fox, 44a Gress

with Richard Cooke 
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service
A D V I C E
YOU CAN
T R U S T

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £32.40 (or £20 for email) to Laura Burns, 29 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LQ.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
Email address (for PDF copies)
____________________________________________
I enclose £32.40  or £20 for PDF 
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Proposed Assignation 
of a Croft

Agnes Main is applying to assign the tenancy 
of the croft at 26b Back to Dean Campbell 
Drummond of 26a Back. Written com-
ments from those with a relevant interest 
(which may be made public) to: Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 
8NW, info@crofting.gov.scot by 15/01/19

Kevin Macdonald is applying to the 
Crofting Commission to assign the ten-
ancy of the croft at 9 Coll, Back, Isle of 
Lewis, to Mark Macdonald of Tarrin, 7 
Upper Coll, Isle of Lewis.

If you are a crofter, shareholder or owner 
of a croft in the township you may sub-
mit comments on the proposal in writing 
or some other permanent form to the 

Crofting Commission, Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW or 
info@crofterscommission.org.uk

Please note that any comments you pro-
vide are part of an open process and will 
be made available to interested parties. 
Your comments would also be released 
under a freedom of information enquiry.

Hannah MacLeod, 31a Vatisker, and 
Sandy Morrison, 2 Lighthill, represented the 
Nicolson Institute at the semi-finals of the National 
Secondary Schools’ Gaelic Debate on 27 November at 
the Storytelling Centre in Edinburgh. Hannah and Sandy 
started their debating journey in the Stornoway Town Hall, 
debating against many schools across Scotland about veganism 
and equality, before getting through to the semi-finals. 

In their semi-final debate they beat Gairloch High School; the topic of their debate was ‘Make 
drugs legal and it’ll make Britain’s big cities safer’.

They proceeded to and won the final at The Scottish Parliament on Wednesday 28 November, 
where the topic was ‘Were it not for the two World Wars, we wouldn’t be as advanced as we 
now are’.

Sandy and Hannah were excited to represent the Islands at this event and for the opportunity to 
develop their Gaelic skills.

This is the second year in succession that the debate has been won by the Nicolson Institute team 
and the second year in a row the trophy has come to the Back district. As well as being the win-
ning team, Hannah also won the ‘Gaelic Debater’ prize. Well done!

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Debate
       Success
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Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

“Serving the crofters of  Lewis 
and Harris since 1958”

Agricultural Merchants and 
Suppliers Of:

UFAS Approved Animal Health

Fencing
Fertiliser

Seeds
Gardening
Households
Hardware

Plus much more…
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Ingredients

- 3 tbsp apricot 
jam, warmed and 
sieved

- Icing sugar

- 675g ready-
made arzipan

- Roughly 675g 
ready-to-roll 
regal icing/fon-
dant icing

So you’ve now baked and 
fed your cake for a few 
weeks (see the last edition of 
the magazine) and it’s time 
to do the marzipan, icing 
and decoration. Start this the 
week before you intend to 
serve it. 

Begin by putting the cake 
upside down on a large cake 
board/decorating stand, so 
that the flat side of the cake 
is facing up. Brush the sides 
and top of the cake with the 
apricot jam.

Generously dust a clean and 
smooth work surface with 
icing sugar and roll out 
the marzipan to about 5cm 
larger than the surface of 
the cake. Keep dusting the 
work surface as necessary to 
ensure it doesn’t stick.

Carefully lift the marzipan 
over the cake using a rolling 
pin. Smooth the top of the 
paste with the rolling pin 
and then ease the marzipan 
down the sides, smoothing 
it as you go. You should 
be able to cover the cake 
with no excess to trim; how-
ever, if you find there is a 
bit much, trim it carefully 
around the base of the cake 
with a sharp knife. Cover 
the cake loosely with 
baking parchment 
and leave to dry out 
before adding the 
icing. Store it some-
where cool.

When you are ready 
to decorate, roll out 
some icing to fit the 
size of the cake. Do 
this on a clean work 
surface liberally dusted 

Oisean a' Chòcaire

The Perfect Christmas Cake 
Part 2

with icing sugar to ensure 
it doesn’t stick. How much 
you need is dependent on 
how thick you like your 
icing! Brush the marzipan 
with some water and care-
fully place the icing on top. 
Smooth the surface to get rid 
of any bumps.

At this point you should have 
a lovely cake, covered with 
marzipan and smooth, white 
icing. To finish, decide on 
how you would like to deco-
rate it. The world is your 
oyster here! Buy some ready-
made Christmas decorations 
or make your own with some 
of the left over icing. Cut 
out some festive shapes using 
whatever cutters you have 
available. Edible glitter is 
also a good shout. You will 
find lots of easy designs and 
ideas by doing a quick search 
on the web – snowmen are 
easy to make with the icing 
and very eye catching, as are 
holly leaves and berries. Stars 
are another festive edition.

If you have tried out the recipe, 
send us in your best Christmas 
cake photos for publication in 
the February issue. We’d love to 
see what you came up with!
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Independent Financial 
Advisers

Donald Martin

Succession Group Ltd, 
based within CIB,

63 Kenneth Street, Stornoway. 
HS1 2DS.

(t) 01851 701212

(e) donald.martin@succes-
siongroup.co.uk
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The fishing season is over for another year 
on Gress River and the fairly disappoint-
ing trend of recent years continues. The 
salmon catch for the season was the same 
as last year at five fish, which in itself is 
well below the system average. Weather 
conditions were definitely a contributory 
factor, with a long hot and dry spell for 
the first 2 months on top of what had 
already been a very dry end to the spring. 
This caused havoc for many rivers, which 
require a spate for fish to enter the systems 
and led to multiple fatalities in some of our 
sea lochs due to sea lice infestation, as has 
been widely reported in the national press. 
Gress is different to some of these other 
spate rivers in that fish can actually get into 
the river on the high tides into the tidal 
saltings area of the river, and while some 
fish come in and go back out on the tides, 
we do get quite a few which remain on 
the saltings and wait for the rain to come. 
It was quite noticeable from early August 
that fish were starting to accumulate in this 
part of the river and, sure enough, this was 
a sign that the long dry spell was about to 
come to an abrupt end. Salmon do have an 
uncanny knack of predicting better than 
any weatherman when the rain is about 
to come to allow them to continue their 
migratory journey.

When you break the season down, the 
river fished really well for anglers for a 
4-week period from mid-August to mid-
September. During this period the five 
salmon reported were landed and returned 
to the river as per compulsory catch-and-
release rules for salmon for this year. Iain 
Leitch caught the first salmon of the season, 
a 6lb fish from the old waterworks Dam 
Pool. Alasdair Murray caught the largest 
salmon of the season, a 7.5lb fish from the 
Big Pool. Other salmon were caught by Iain 
Roxburgh, Calum Macrae and Ivar Macary.

During this period we also had the majority 
of our sea trout catch. The sea trout num-
bers held up reasonably well compared 
with other fisheries, which had a total col-
lapse in numbers. Over 120 adult sea trout 
and 80 juvenile finnock were landed, which 
was about the average for the river since we 
started. What was really interesting though 
was the number of quality sea trout landed 
during August. Most of the fish at this time 
were over 2lbs, with some real specimen 
fish either landed or hooked and lost. The 
biggest sea trout of the season was a mag-
nificent 6lb fish caught by Calum Macrae 
on fly at the Stoney Pool on the Saltings. 
One important lesson Calum learnt that 
day was that the back of the van is not 
the place for your landing net when you 
hook such a fish! Other quality sea trout 
included a 4lb and 3.5lb fish caught by 
Alasdair Murray and 3.5lb fish also landed 
by Iain Roxburgh, Alasdair Iain Mackenzie 

and Brian Davis. We were actually getting 
a bit concerned by end of August that the 
smaller juvenile sea trout or finnock, which 
will be the specimen fish of next year, were 
not to be seen but luckily they arrived 
in good numbers from the beginning of 
September, which at least bodes well for 
future sea trout numbers. 

It became quite apparent early in the sea-
son that while we had fish in the river 
they did not appear to be hanging around 
in the usual fishing pools on the moor for 
any length of time. It was a similar story 
last year with anglers having to work hard 
and go further upriver or just be lucky 
and in the right spot when fish actually 
arrived in the pools. The answer to this 
puzzle soon became clear as otter sightings 
were reported with a regularity not previ-
ously seen. Otters were reported at various 
locations from the old waterworks dam 
right down to the saltings. While this obvi-
ously shows a healthy river system it really 
affects the fishing as salmon and sea trout 
will not stay in a pool if an otter is hunting 
them out. Luckily the river was at spate 
level for the last 6 weeks of the season and 
fish could escape upriver from these pools. 
I’ve seen in previous dry years when fish 
have been trapped in a pool and carcasses 
found on the bank after being removed by 
an otter.

Some good quality brown trout were also 
landed this season, with the biggest being 
a 2.5lb fish from the Dam Pool landed by 
Calum Macrae. Calum also made full use 
of the Loch Ullabhat boats this season and 
with his son had some nice brown trout up 
to 1lb off them. We intend to make better 
use of this facility in the future and have 
now got electric outboard engines and 
batteries purchased for the boats. We have 
also got solar panel trickle charger units 
for the batteries and intend to have this in 
place for both boats next year. An interest-
ing fact came to light this season when the 
Fisheries Trust personnel carried out an 
electro fishing survey of Allt Cearagal, the 
stream flowing from Loch Ullabhat down 
to Gress River, and found salmon parr 
present. We cleared all obstructions in this 
stream several years ago to make the lochs 
accessible for migratory fish and maybe 
fish are starting to use it again after it being 
a no go area for salmon in the 1960s as the 
village fank sheep dippers used to drain 
into it.

A fishing party from Garynahine estate 
were looking for some wild brown fishing 
on Lewis. Escorted by Philip Blair, one of 
our regular visitors from Northern Ireland, 
they made the trek out to Loch an Tobair. 
The day fulfilled what they were after and 
they had 18 brown trout between 1 and 
1.5lb. A loch that’s not visited as much by 

local fishermen anymore but obviously 
well worth the hike.

We held our annual kids Open Day on 1 
September and 20 children with accom-
panying parents turned up. An enjoyable 
morning’s fishing followed by the usual 
barbecue took place and was voted a suc-
cess by all present after we got rid of the 
1 million uninvited guests who turned up 
at the start of the day. The highland midge 
does not take no for an answer! Along 
with the usual assortment of small trout, 
eels, flounders and even crabs that were 
caught we also ended up with a few sea 
trout. The largest was a 1.5lb fish caught by 
Ewen Macleod, which not only won him 
the Open Day shield, but also the Junior 
Champion Cup, despite the best efforts 
of Calum Macrae and David Anderson to 
catch a bigger fish before the end of the 
season.

Yet again we have had a record number of 
visitors to Gress River this year. By end of 
August we had sold over 150 tickets, with 
many complimentary comments being left 
on catch return forms by visiting anglers 
about the river, even when they didn’t 
catch anything.

Many of our bait fishers are starting to 
realise that fly fishing is ultimately more 
successful than the old bubble float and 
worm and we have certainly seen some 
more converts to fly over the season. Some 
who thought they couldn’t master it are 
actually amazed how quickly they can 
improve as they get more practice. Juniors 
are also trying their hand and we intend to 
set up some fly fishing tuition for all ages 
and experience at the start of next season. 
So those of you with a blank Christmas list 
can start giving hints to partners or parents 
now. Any of our experienced fly fishers 
will let you know exactly what to get as a 
starter kit and give any advice.

It seems a long time until 1 June 2019 when 
we start all over again but as some of us 
of a certain vintage will tell you it’ll be on 
us before we know it. Until then there’s 
always cuddies and smallags at Gob a 
Rubha. Tight lines for 2019.

Alasdair Murray

Gress Angling Association

Calum Macrae's 6lb seatrout 2018
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Talk about coincidences: Seumas and Anne visit us in New Zealand

I somehow think Seamus [Bomie] and Anne were destined to visit 
Auckland in September 2018. 

The first coincidence happened in Dargaville, 180 km north west of 
Auckland. Anne was looking in the window of a real estate agent (I 
think she’s thinking of buying property up there) when the agent came 
out to see if she needed help. After hearing their accents, the agent told 
them she had visited the Outer Hebrides on an overseas trip in the 
1980s.

A weather bomb came hurtling down from the Pacific the day the 
MacArthurs decided to head up north and they did not venture much 
beyond Paihia in the Bay of Islands. They took a detour off the beaten 
track to Dargaville after deciding to visit Tāne Mahuta, one of the oldest 
and largest trees in the world. At 51 m high and with a girth of 13.8 m, 
New Zealand’s largest known living kauri tree stands in the Waipoua 
Forest, in the Hokianga region on Northland’s west coast. Maori 
mythology tells us that Tāne is the son of Ranginuiu the sky father and 
Papatuanuku the earth mother. He was the child that tore his parental 
embrace and now stands with his shoulders still pushed hard against his mother earth and his feet stretched high towards 
the heavens of his sky father. All living creatures of the forest are regarded as Tāne’s children.

Dargaville was named for an Australian merchant who bought the 80 hectare Tunatahi block and so began forestry and 
shipping in the area. To this day the best-known cropping industry is kumara farming. And, yes, we gave them a taste of 
kumara, sometimes called sweet potato. 

Another coincidence occurred in Christchurch, near the airport. A man 
heard the accent and asked, in Gaelic, ‘Ciamar a tha thu?’ He was Elwyn, 
NZ born and bred but very proud of his Scottish heritage. Before moving to 
the South Island several years ago he was a regular at the Auckland Gaelic 
Society meetings. Fancy him remembering a wee bit of Gaelic!

Yet another coincidence occurred here in Glen Eden. The two intrepid trav-
ellers would walk down to our wee village, and then had to climb our quite 
steep street back to the house. They were in a shop one day where they 
were asked if they were Welsh. Up pipes another customer, ‘No, they’re not 
Welsh, they’re from the Outer Hebrides’. Another Kiwi had been on a visit 
to the island and recognised the accent. 

Both Seumas and Anne enjoyed visiting Napier, a city that was flattened in 
an earthquake in 1931 and rebuilt in the popular architectural styles of the 
time. It now has a unique concentration of Art deco buildings, a beautiful 
marine Parade along a straight ocean beach, many tall rhododendron trees 
and fine wineries. It has become known as the Art Deco capital of NZ.

In Rotorua they were gagging from the strong sulphur smells emanating 
from bubbling mud pools and hot water geysers. Ask Seumas about the 
Agrodome, a ‘unique NZ farm experience’ tourist attraction with a sheep-
shearing museum and the only place in NZ where the public can see Valais 
Blacknose sheep. 

They found the wee town of Mangakino, on the shores of Lake Maraetai, 
and decided to spend a night there. Most of us who live in NZ just acceler-
ate through Mangakino! This settlement was originally founded for house 
workers who were involved in the construction of power stations on the 
Waikato River, the longest river in NZ. There are four hydro lakes and 

Letter f rom Afar

Cathie and Seumas   

 The oldest tree in NZ
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dams nearby, now popular for swimming, fishing and boating. 

After seeing Lake Taupō, State Highway 1 was just too mun-
dane for Seumas and Anne; not really much to see on the main 
route north. So they headed west and found Te Kuiti. The 
name is a contraction of Te Kūititanga, meaning the gathering 
of thoughts. The town brands itself as the sheep-shearing capi-
tal of NZ, so a very apt place for them to go nosing around. 
They found the sheep-shearing statue and that of Sir Colin 
Meads, a famous rugby player and All Black. And while they 
were peering through the museum window a woman came 
up and introduced herself as Sir Colin’s daughter-in-law, say-
ing she had a key to the museum and would they like to have 
a look inside. So they were given a private tour and saw his 
many famous All Black jerseys, as well as other rugby arte-
facts. So if you want to visit Te Kuiti the prime time is in the 
autumn, usually the weekend after Easter, when they put on 
the Great NZ Muster where sheep run down the main street 
and other sheepish things like shearing contests take place. 

At Taupiri just north of Ngāruawāhia they came across a 
Maori burial party about to make its way up Taupiri, the scared mountain and urupa, or cemetery, for Tainui the local 
tribe.

They flew to Dunedin and said hello to the Robert Burns statue sitting in the Octagon and made friends with a reformed 
Mongrel Mob member who had written a book about his time in the Mob and even signed a copy for them. In Balclutha, 
a wee bit down the road, Seumas was busy trying to teach the locals how to say Balclutha properly, in Gaelic. 

They found Vatisker House in Queenstown; this belongs to a Macritchie cousin. And a wee bit up the road from there is 
Cromwell where in the 1980s the Clyde dam was built and Lake Dunstan was created, which flooded the area.  Most of 
the businesses of the original Cromwell were relocated and several historic buildings were dismantled and reconstructed 
in what is now Old Cromwell Town, a heritage precinct. In Cromwell they visited the New World supermarket and 
were approached by a beautiful young lady who asked if she could help them. Seumas asked her if she was Catriona 
Ealasaid Nic Leòid. Well, you can imagine her surprise. Our granddaughter, Kate, is working there in her gap year while 
she is saving for her Otago University fees for next year. Yes, I had put them up to it, and Kate kept clutching her head, 
declaring ‘This is so awesome!’

The Christchurch Cathedral and many other central city buildings still show evidence of the severe damage the 2011 
earthquake of 6.3 magnitude caused, killing 185 people and injuring several thousand. From Christchurch they drove to 
Kaikoura where severe damage was caused by a powerful 7.8 magnitude earthquake just after midnight on 14 November 
2016. This earthquake was the strongest ever recorded in NZ, isolating Kaikoura and the surrounding rural communities 
and closing all roads and the railway network along approximately 180 km of the north-east coast of the South Island. 

Seumas and Anne also spent some time with my son Fraser and his partner Pauline touring around the sights and 
interesting places in and around Auckland, such as Devonport, Takapuna and One Tree Hill, where they found there 
is no tree at all. From there they could see Rangitoto Island, NZ’s youngest volcano at just 600 years old, and largest of 
Auckland’s 48 volcanic cones.

Out here in West Auckland are the Waitakere Ranges, near where we live. The region is rich in native flora and fauna and 
home to some giant kauri trees. Bordering the Waitakere Ranges Regional Park are the west coast’s spectacular black-
sand beaches, home to surfing sports, swimming and our own gannet colony. 

A visit to Auckland would not be complete without a trip on the ferry over to Waiheke Island, the jewel of the Hauraki 
Gulf. And they even got to sail past Rangitoto Island. Waiheke is renowned for its winery tours (over 20 vineyards), 
olive groves, craft beers and honey hives. Fraser spent many months there rebuilding a wine cellar for a rich American, 
so was an able tour guide. A great day was had by all. 

They had some really fine spring weather during their stay in NZ. We had so many laughs and reminiscences, and we 
do miss their company. John was naming the seven students in his class when he started in Sgoil a’ Bhac. We wish them 
happy birthday celebrations for their 80th birthdays, as they must all be turning 80 round about now. 

They were the easiest of guests to host. Haste ye back. Don’t leave it so long next time!
Catherine A. Macleod 

The Pioneer's Motto   



26

Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office

20 Kenneth Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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Hampered by the weather
Because of the frequent strong winds during the past 
fortnight, boats from the district have not been putting 
out to sea so often, but the fishermen take every possi-
ble opportunity to get out so as to have a supply of fresh 
fish for the village.

Passed Exam
Her many friends in the district are glad to learn that 
Miss Isa Maciver, 42 Vatisker, Back, has passed her pre-
liminary Examination in Nursing. She is a probationer 
in Lewis Hospital, and those from the district who have 
been patients there, speak highly of her. We hope that 
she will have a happy and successful career.

Married in Stornoway
The wedding took place in Stornoway recently of Miss 
Mary Beaton, 51 Back, and Mr Alex Maclean, 18 Keith 
Street, Stornoway, and formerly of Lochs.

The marriage ceremony took place in the Free Church 
Seminary, and was performed by Rev. K. Macrae, 
Stornoway, assisted by Rev. Mr Morrison, Ness, who is a 
cousin of the groom. Given away by her brother John, the 
bride made a lovely picture, surrounded by her twin sisters 
as bridesmaids, and her little trainbearer and pageboy. She 
wore a beautiful gown of white crepe. Her long embroi-
dered veil was kept in place by a high coronet of orange 
blossom, and she carried a bouquet of red and white roses 
in maidenhair fern. Effie and Effie Ann, her bridesmaids, 
were dressed alike and this coupled with their similarity 
in looks, resulted in several blaming the liberty of the hos-
pitality for making them see double! Their dresses were 
of pink net over satin, trimmed with blue bows, and they 
wore charming little headdresses of pink net and flowers. 
Their bouquets were of pink carnations.

A delightful couple were tiny Christine Mackay and 
Duncan Mackay, the groom’s niece and nephew. 
Christine in a long pink satin dress, and matching 
headdress and carrying a posy of flowers, and Duncan 
who presented the bride with a silver horseshoe, in 
blouse and kilt. The bestman was the ’groom’s brother, 
Malcolm Maclean.

The reception which was held in the Masonic Hall, and 
catered for by the Royal Hotel, was most enjoyable. 
Toasts to the couple were pledged, and a large number 
of telegrams of congratulation read. To add just the 
right festive note, songs were sung by Miss Murdina 
Gunn, New Street, Back.

After the reception was over and before the dance 
in the Town Hall began, several of the guests whiled 
away their time exploring hitherto unexplored parts 
of Stornoway, and were amazed to find that, with the 
new electric standards and other trimmings, it is quite 
a bright spot, but the dogs bark just as loudly as they 
do in Back!

A bright and happy dance gave the finishing touch to 
a most enjoyable evening, which was followed up the 
next night by an equally enjoyable “banais tigh” in the 
bride’s home. 

The bride’s going away outfit was in royal blue with 
navy accessories. To both her and her husband the 
warm good wishes of their many friends are extended.

Back in Time December 1948
Bells are Ringing
Wedding bells seem to have 
a curious liking for the 
Back air, or perhaps it’s just 
that Cupid gets on excep-
tionally well with the inhab-
itants, but in any event, 
weddings are so frequent 
that it would be understand-
able if they began to pall. 
Seemingly they never will, 
however, judging by the 
unanimity which voted that 
of Mr Angus Macleod, 45 
Vatisker, to Miss Willian 
Macdonald, Vatisker, to have been one of the best for a long time. 

The marriage took place in Back Free Church, the Rev. A. Macleod, conducting 
the ceremony. The bride was given away by her father, and was attended by the 
groom’s sister as bridesmaid, and by her niece as trainbearer.

Charmingly gowned in a beautiful American dress of white figured brocade, 
with sweetheart neck and full skirt, sent from the United States specially for 
the occasion, the bride’s fairness was set off by a pretty headdress of orange 
blossom, which held in place a short veil, also American. Her bouquet was of 
red and white carnations, trimmed with maidenhair fern. 

Her bridesmaid, Miss Kate Macleod, wore a becoming dress of green, the col-
our also chosen for the trainbearer, pretty little Murdina Macdonald. They both 
wore matching headdresses and carried bouquets of pink and white carnations. 

Death of Mr Donald Thomson

By the death of Mr Donald Thomson, 24 Coll, the community has lost one of 
its most enterprising members. He has been ill for the last two years and passed 
away in the Lewis Hospital after having spent some months there. He was 49 
years of age.

From his young days, Mr Thomson was possessed of an energy and drive 
which made him see no project too difficult to be attempted, no innovation 
presented obstacles too hard to overcome. While still a young man his ability 
was recognised when he was appointed manager at the Gress Farm, under the 
late Lord Leverhulme. After spending some time there, he went to the mainland 
in a similar capacity. But the call of adventure and the lure of unknown lands 
was strong in him, and he left the farms to make his way to New Zealand, and 
from there to San Francisco. In San Francisco he married, his bride being a 
Lewis girl who travelled out from Scotland for the occasion, and they lived 
in the United States for several years, before coming back to Britain in 1932. 
Since coming to Coll he was engaged in a variety of work and became a most 
respected member of the community, being for a number of years secretary to 
the local branch of the Weavers’ Branch of the General and Transport Workers 
Union. He showed his enterprise and business sense markedly when a few 
years ago, in spite of rationing and other difficulties, he launched a scheme to 
provide much needed milk to the surrounding area, and it is one of the ironies 
of fate that it was after the initial difficulties had been surmounted successfully, 
and he could see the fruits of his labour, that his life was cut short. 

Mr Thomson was generously endowed with kindliness and an amiable nature. 
Many former pupils of the Nicolson Institute will remember with a wistful 
smile his forbearance with their youthful pranks during the time he was driver 
of the bus, and it is with a pang that they will learn of his passing.

“Giant” as he was familiarly and affectionately known, well merited the name, 
although8 not a giant by stature, he possessed a greatness of heart, a simplicity 
of manner, and cheerfulness of nature that ranked him high in the esteem of 
his fellows. 

To his widow and family, his aged mother, who lives in Inverness, his brothers 
and sisters, the deep sympathy of the community is extended in their sore loss.

More photographs in old photos on p29
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 L–R: Catriona an Olaich 
(Back), Joan Ness, Catriona 
Mhiogstan (Coll)

Mr and Mrs Thomson 
24 Coll 

 L–R: Catriona 
Mhiogstan (Coll), 
Cathella Chalum an 
Tuathanaich (Vatisker), 
Ishbal an Olaich 
(Stornoway)

 The Finlayson 
sisters, 26 Aird Tong,at 
the Nicolson Institute in 
the 1940s. L. to R. Shonag, 
Teenie and Katag Mr Alex Maclean and 

Miss Mary Beaton 
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts, Tours

Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams   ●   Spectacles   ●   Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                                 700808
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Stornoway's Christmas lights switch-on event will take 
place on Friday 7 December with a jam-packed schedule 
of attractions. The event, organised by the Stornoway 
Amenity Trust, includes an evening of entertainment in 
the town centre, showcasing Stornoway at its best over 
the festive period.

The Trust are recipients of funds from the Western Isles 
Lottery who recently presented them with a cheque 
for £8500 (pictured). The funds are the proceeds from 
Supporters of the Lottery throughout the Broadbay 
Area. 

The switch-on Event will get underway at 4.30pm when 
the Town Hall doors open to the public. In addition 
to an array of Christmas Stallholders, the first of two 
free Show performances by Dazzling Entertainments is 
scheduled for 5pm. Following the Switch-on at 7.30pm, 
a second performance will be at 8.15pm. 

A Santa Dash and Character Fun Run is scheduled for 
6.30pm leaving from the Pier.

Santa is traditionally piped into Perceval Square by the 
Lewis Pipe Band and this year he will be accompanied 
by an exciting Torch Lit parade, LED Winged Dancers, 
Neon Lit Bikers and more, starting at 6.45pm. 

Artizan Cafe will be open to the public on the night serv-
ing Mulled Wine as well as many more themed delica-
cies and An Lanntair Arts Centre are hosting Christmas 
Decoration Making Workshops between 6 and 8pm. The 
Hebridean Tea Store will also be open for refreshments 

Stornoway Christmas Lights Switch-On

and Porkies Grill & Fish Bar will be in the square.

Youngsters can visit Santa in his ever popular Grotto at 
Pointers Youth Cafe.

The Stornoway Amenity Trust hope everyone will attend 
and enjoy what is promising to be an excellent family 
night. Stornoway Amenity Trust are delighted to receive 
sponsorship from Lewis Wind Power for the Christmas 
lights event.

The bowls at Upper Coll have now reached 
a point when we may have too many people, 
but the interest that has been shown has been 
fantastic. Now, we are all looking forward to 
the season's first competition, the Carpet World 
Triples, which will be played on Saturday 24 
November. A report will be in the next edition 
of LATN.

A good turnout every Thursday has made this 
year's league very competitive. Although it’s 
early days yet, the new players have shown 
their determination to be as good as they can 
be; thus, they might be in with a chance of 
being in the top half of the league, and not the 
bottom.

A league table will be in the next edition. 

Bowls
A fantastic Halloween party was held in Back Community 
Hut at the end of October. Great fun was had by all the 
children and the mums and dads. We are very grateful 
for the generosity of everyone from Coll to Back, which 
enabled us to give the kids such a great night.

Ha
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At the start of November, 
we launched our LATN 
Pet of the Year 2018 
competition on our 
Facebook page. Readers 
went to the polls to vote 
for their favourite out of all 
our Pet Corner stars since we launched the feature 
in July. We were delighted with the response and 
would like to thank everyone who participated 
by sharing the competition online and voting. The 
winner was Chase the Cat who lives with the Clark 
family in Upper Coll! Here is 2-year-old Chase, 
with Calum (4) and Hannah (6) and his new trophy. 

He was also awarded a 
£20 Maybury Gardens 

voucher. Chase was a Cat’s 
Protection cat, rehomed by the Clarks. He certainly 
seems to be enjoying life with them!

As the competition was so successful, we hope to 
run it again in a year’s time. Therefore, get your 
entries in for Pet Corner—your pet could be our 2019 
champ. 

LATN Pet 
of the Year 

2018

 Calum, Hannah and Chase

Chase shows off his trophy 

A 60th reunion was held 
at Stornoway Golf Club 
on Friday 28 September 
followed by an informal 
evening on the 29th.

L–R: Mary Ann 
Morrision (Back), Angus 
Maciver (Tolsta), Angus 

John Macaskill (Back), 
Louis Morrison (Tolsta), 

Andrew Maciver 
(Tolsta), Chrissie 

Macdonald (Back), Iain 
Stewart (Back

60th 
Reunion
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Gress Village Bonfire. A 
great night where young 
and old met together and 
enjoyed a great night 
out by the warmth of 
the annual gelly on the 
machair and with some 
superb fireworks! Photo 
courtesy Impact Imagz.

Gress 
Fireworks

 By Alison Fox 44a Gress

Horses and low winter sun, 
Lauren Howard  Winter Photos

 Winter Scene Mal Macleod

Next generation of breeding  
cattle at Stewart, Coll
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Get £140 off your electricity bill 
through the Warm Home Discount 
Scheme (WHD). Contact Tighean 
Innse Gall (TIG) to find out more 
on 01851 70121.

The WHD scheme is a Government 
initiative that encourages domestic 
energy suppliers to provide sup-
port for customers who need it 
most.

If eligible, you can get £140 off 
your electricity bill for winter 2018 
to 2019 under the Warm Home 
Discount Scheme (WHD).

There are 2 ways to qualify for the Warm Home Discount Scheme:

• you get the Guarantee Credit element of Pension Credit - known as the ‘core group’

• you’re on a low income and meet your energy supplier’s criteria for the scheme - known as the ‘broader group’

To apply you will need to complete an application.  If you qualify, the warm home discount will appear as a credit on 
your electricity account before the 31st of May 2019.  If you use a pre-payment meter, it will be credited to the meter, 
however you may have to top-up a number of times before it is applied to your meter. 

If you would like help and support to apply for Warm Home Discount, Tighean Innse Gall are more than happy to 
help.  Please get in touch with our friendly staff by either visiting our office at 41a Point Street or via telephone 01851 
706121 or via email info@tighean.co.uk

Warm Home 
Discount
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As we approach the end of the year it is inevitable that we 
look back. This year is one in which we look back not just 
at the past year but at the year end of 1918.

We have remembered the end of the First World War and 
will remember the Iolaire disaster on Oidhche na Bliadhna 
Ùra. When we look back we almost forget the huge relief 
that must have been felt that the war was over because of 
the huge loss of life just after it. 

When we study the time we find ourselves looking at a 
community traumatised not only by war and its after-
math, but also by a Spanish influenza epidemic, which 
killed an estimated 50 million people worldwide, far 
more than the war did. 

We also read about the many hundreds who left our 
shores for far away countries, as they found the ‘land fit 
for heroes’ they hoped to have after the war was an illu-
sion.

The ‘good old days’ weren’t that golden. Many homes 
were left with no income, having to rely on the generos-
ity of the Iolaire Disaster Fund. We see examples from our 
own district in the Iolaire Exhibition currently on show at 
Museum nan Eilean.

These were days of much anguish and poverty.

Growing up in Col Uarach in the 1950s we knew people 
who had been through all this, but we knew very little 
about it. They had known two world wars along with all 
the accompanying anxieties and losses. 

I can’t recall them talking about it. I would occasionally 
hear about my granny’s sister Anna in Winnipeg, one 
of the many who left in the early 1920s. I never heard 
about the Iolaire or that Domhnall Chuimhnidh’s grandfa-
ther was lost in it. I didn’t know that there were people 
living around me who had gone through the two wars. 
We always did have a picture of my mother’s brother 
Tormod, who was killed in the Second World War. He 
was only 18 when he was killed. We had picture frames 
with butterfly wings my father had got in Rio de Janeiro. 
We did hear that he had been on the Asturius with many 
other Lewismen. That was all. 

I haven’t worked why there was so little discussion. Were 
they protecting themselves from memories they dealt 
with best by leaving them in the deepest recesses of their 
minds? Were they protecting us in the hope we would 
never have to deal with such situations? Or were they too 
busy getting on with their lives and providing us with a 
future without war? 

I have thought and learnt about these matters as we have 
looked back 100 years over the last 4 years. I have had 
the privilege of reading the newspapers of the time in the 
National Library in Edinburgh, and seeing how in spite 

of all the terrible happenings communities tried to keep 
going for the sake of their sanity and in order to maintain 
some level of economic activity to ensure life went on.

I have to confess that while I have learnt a lot and felt 
many emotions, especially as we come to the end of this 
year, I now feel again it is time to move on.

It has been a time to look back in sorrow. It is important 
that we allow ourselves to do that. It is important that 
we understand events that have shaped so much of life 
in our community. But after these events people tried to 
pick up the pieces and make a better life for themselves 
and their families.

I am glad the war and our looking back is over. We shall, 
undoubtedly, be reading about the events of the follow-
ing years, but not with the same heartache and sorrow.

The particular pain caused to our community with the 
loss of 201 men on one night is examined in this special 
edition of LATN.

As we come to the end of the year we are thankful that it 
has been another one without war in our land. 

Coinneach aig Baile

Cleaner/Housekeeper required for my home in Back 
area that I rent out for AirBnB. 

£10.50 an hour, flexibility necessary.

Hours vary throughout the year, peaking during sum-
mer. 

References required. Please contact Gayle on 
07901603307 or gayle@cloudpurple.co.uk

Cleaner/Housekeeper for AirBnB
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Material for publication in the FEBRUARY issue of Loch a Tuath News must be 
in before MONDAY 21 JANUARY 2019
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