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Fàilte
Happy New Year and welcome to the 

first issue of 2019. And what a jam-
packed one it is. We’ve had a lovely start 
to the new year, having heard a few weeks 
ago that we’ve been nominated for a High-
land Media Award in the category of Com-
munity Newspaper of the Year. The awards 
are to be held at the Kingsmills Hotel in 
Inverness on 1 February, so you will prob-
ably know whether we were successful or 
not by the time you are reading this! Make 
sure you follow us on Facebook and Twit-
ter, and also on our new Instagram page, 
to keep up to date with all our goings-on 
in between issues. We are up against The 
Ruadhach and Chatterbox (Black Isle), both 
previous winners. Fingers-crossed it’s com-
ing this side of the bay this time around!
Did you enjoy your Burns suppers? It’s not 
something I’ve ever partaken in. I don’t do 
neeps (unless they’re raw!) or haggis (of 
any kind). Why do we even have Burns 
suppers? They are a celebration of the life 
and poetry of Robert Burns (1759–96), the 
author of many Scots poems. I’m really 
going to put myself out there and say I 
don’t enjoy poetry, even that of Rabbie. 
I find it very unenjoyable to read. It is, 
however, interesting that the tradition of 
Burns night (first recorded in 1801) has 
lasted to this day, even in the Highlands 
and Islands (Burns was a lowlander). Why 
do you think that is? Most of the ones I 
see and hear about seem to be a bit full of 
pomp and circumstance, which contrasts a 
bit with the life of the poet himself (he was 
the son of a farmer and had little formal 
education). Maybe it’s just an excuse for 
a good old Scottish knees-up in the dark 
days of January! 
But why do we celebrate it more than St 
Andrew’s Day in November? After all, St 
Andrew is the patron saint of Scotland and 
why we have a Saltire on our flag (the Saint 
Andrew’s Cross). It’s only fairly recently 
been decreed a national holiday and we 
don’t really do much to celebrate it. St 
Andrew was a Galilean fisherman before 
he became a disciple of Jesus. He was cruci-
fied by the Romans on an X-shaped cross 
in Greece (remnants of the cross remain at 
St Andrew’s Cathedral Patras). Hundreds 

of years 
later his 
remains 
were 
moved 
to Con-
stan-
tinople 
and 
then, in the 13th century to Amalfi, where 
they are still kept. Legend goes that a 
Greek monk was ordered in a vision to take 
a few of St Andrew’s relics (a tooth, a knee-
cap, arm and finger bones, later destroyed 
during the Reformation) to the ‘ends of the 
earth’ for safe keeping. He eventually came 
ashore at Fife, at a settlement now known 
as St Andrews. In 832 AD St Andrew is 
said to have appeared in a vision to a 
Pictish king on the evening before a battle 
against the Northumbrians. On the day 
of the battle, a Saltire appeared in the sky 
above the battlefield and the Picts were 
victorious. The Saltire was subsequently 
adopted as our flag. St Andrew was first 
recognised as an official patron saint of 
Scotland in 1320 at the signing of the Decla-
ration of Arbroath, but he’s also the patron 
saint of Cyprus, Greece, Romania, Russia, 
Ukraine, Barbados and Tenerife. The East-
ern European countries, in particular, do 
a lot more celebrating around St Andrew’s 
Day than we do. Look up Saint Andrew’s 
Eve online—it makes for very interesting 
reading, involving vampires and future 
husbands! 
Anyway, moving on. There’s plenty for you 
to enjoy in this issue, including a trip to 
Orkney, a review of the winter football and 
the last of the Iolaire remembrance events, 
along with plenty more to catch up on. 
Enjoy!
Jayne
(P.S. I am planning an ‘old photos special’ 
for the March issue so please send us any 
you wish to see included by 18 February).

 www.facebook.com/LochaTuathNews

 @lochatuathnews

 instagram.com/lochatuathnews

Cover image courtesy of Mal Macleod.

The views expressed in the 
Loch a Tuath News by named 
individuals, unless otherwise 
stated, are not necessarily 
endorsed by the LATN Editorial 
committee.

Submit an article or a photograph to the Loch a Tuath News by post (Loch a Tuath News, 
School Road, Vatisker, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JY) or by email (latneditor2@outlook.com). 
Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. We are now able to scan pho-
tos and documents at the office. Please contact the editor to make an appointment. If 
you need to have an article typed, please contact the secretary.

Missed any issues? If you would like a copy of any Loch a Tuath News sent to you, then 
please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and enclose 
£3.04 to cover cost and postage.

We need you to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest 
of the community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their 
free time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the 
district, but they need your help. See the contact details on this page. Thanks!
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Back
Football Award
James Macleod, 3 Back, achieved the 
accolade of Goalkeeper of the Year at the 
annual Lewis and Harris Football Asso-
ciation awards ceremony in December. 
He was also nominated in the Player 
of the Year and U21 Player of the Year 
categories. Well done James.

Back on Top
We are delighted that Back emerged 
victorious in the inter-village football 
competition held at the Upper Coll 
Centre on Boxing Day. The winning 
team, captained by Kyla McMurdo 
(8 New Street), also comprised James 
Murray (9), Iain Stewart (12), Iain, Ewan 
and David Anderson (16), Shaun Martin 
(51), Martin Maclean (58), Alasdair ‘Red’ 
Mackenzie (59), Rab McMurdo (8 New 
Street), John ‘VP’ Macleod (5 Lighthill) 
and Ally Morrison (1 Church Street). 
[Note from Editor: see page 9 for the full 
report.]

Our Oldest Resident
Congratulations and best wishes to 
Mrs Margaret Tough (Màiread Ghurais), 
1 New Street, who celebrated her 95th 
birthday on 10 December.

Engagement
Congratulations to Stephen Macdonald 
(mac Kareen nighean Dollag agus Lobo) 
and Kirsty McKelvie (daughter of Brian 
McKelvie, formerly 39 Gress), Old 
House (2 Back) on their Christmas Day 
engagement.

Vatisker
60 Years Married
For the second consecutive month we 
are delighted to record the joyful and 
rare event of a Diamond Wedding 
anniversary. Norman and Annie Stewart 
(Sonny a’ Phòcaid agus Anna Bheag), 18 
Vatisker, were married on 24 December 
1958 at Back Free Church by Rev. Murdo 
Macaulay. The reception was in the 
Mason’s Hall, Stornoway, and the dance 
was in the old village hall. The bride’s 
brother William (25 Aird Tong) was 
the best man and the bridesmaids were 
Sonny’s sister Morina Stewart, his niece 
Tina Macleod and Anna’s cousin Mairi 
Macleod. The couple enjoyed the compa-
ny of family and friends who gathered 
at the family home on Christmas Eve to 
wish them well. We also wish to extend 
our congratulations and best wishes to 
this popular couple. 

90th Birthdays
As was noted in the last edition of LATN, 
2018 was a record year for 90th birthdays 

in the district. Possibly the most youth-
ful-looking of them all is William Mac-
Donald (Uilleam Shandaidh), 53 Vatisker, 
who marked his milestone occasion 
on 20 December. Uilleam is, of course, 
well-known across the island for the bus 
services he provided both locally and on 
the mainland over many years. We wish 
him many more happy returns.

We also wish to extend our best wish-
es to two of Uilleam’s classmates who 
also celebrated their 90th birthdays 
at the turn of the year, his neighbour 
Peggy Maclennan (Peigi a’ Bhrùnaich), 
15 Coll, and Murdo Maciver (Murchadh 
Gheadaidh, Mate), formerly of 48 Back 
and now living in Croftfoot, Glasgow.

Graduation/engagement
Congratulations to Lorraine Kettings (8 
Broadbay View), who graduated with 
Distinction from Edinburgh Napier Uni-
versity on 1 November with a Bachelor 
of Nursing. Lorraine is currently work-
ing as a staff nurse at the Royal Infirma-
ry of Edinburgh. Double congratulations 
are in order as Lorraine also became 
engaged to Tony Catlin (Edinburgh) on 
30 December. Tony proposed on Gar-
ry Beach, Tolsta, which holds happy 
memories for the pair. A whirlwind few 
weeks for the young couple, who have 
no wedding plans at the moment!

Bereavements
We regret to record the passing of Don-
ald Macaskill (Dòmhnall Tàisein) on 12 
December aged 78 years. The elder son 
of the late Norman and Jane Macaskill, 
10 Vatisker, Donald’s marital home was 
in Bearsden, Glasgow. He is survived 
by his wife Mary, son Marc and sisters 
Christina and Morag in Buaile ‘n Ochd, 
to whom we extend our condolences 
in their sad loss. His younger brother 
Norman Angus tragically drowned in 
Greenock over 40 years ago. Several 
Bacachs who live in the city were present 
at Donald’s funeral in Glasgow on 21 
December.

We also offer our sympathy to the family 
of Agnes Graham who sadly passed 
away on 8 December aged 86 years. A 
native of Ness, her marital home was at 
Stewart Drive, Stornoway. Her late hus-
band Alexander (Alasdair Ruairigein) was 
a well-known precentor in Stornoway 
Free Church. Her son Murdo lives on the 
family croft on Catherine Hill and her 
son Roddy lives in Inverness.

Memories of My Father
A biography of Rev. Murdo Macaulay, 
our minister from 1956–75, was pub-
lished in December. Written by his 
son Donald John, the book covers the 
Carloway revival, the War years, Rev. 
Macaulay’s time at university and col-

lege, his ministries at Govan and Back 
and extensive notes from some of his 
sermons.

It is interesting to note that, of the 4000+ 
sermons he preached during his time 
with us, fewer than 200 of them were 
conducted in English. His last service 
was on 28 November 1994 when, aged 
87, he officiated at the retirement of his 
successor at Back, Rev. Alistair Mont-
gomery. 

In his foreword Prof. Donald Macleod 
describes the book as ‘an affectionate, 
respectful and thoroughly researched 
account...Those who knew ‘Macaulay’ 
will find it a gripping read; those who 
have heard of him but never knew him 
will find in it all the information they 
need; and future historians and sociolo-
gists will turn to it for the light it sheds 
on a fascinating time and a fascinating 
culture’. Copies of the book, priced £14, 
are available from Stornoway Religious 
Bookshop.

Coll
Birthday Wishes
First Footer in the Maternity unit in the 
Lewis Hospital Stornoway on 1 January 
1969, congratulations to Alice Currie 
(Dunaomhaig, Coll) on reaching the big 
5-oh. Don’t worry they tell me and your 
Da (Willie Basher) it really is the new 40.

In Hospital
Our best wishes for a good recovery to 
Donnie Thomson (Giant), 24 Coll, who 
spent some time in the Western Isles 
Hospital and in Glasgow. Katie Mary 
Graham (25 Coll) was also in the West-
ern Isles Hospital. May you both get well 
soon.

Bereavement 
The village was shocked and saddened 
to hear of the sudden death of Allan 
Matheson (Gravir). Allan had been vis-
iting his friends John Campbell (54 Coll) 
and Ian Angie Murray (57 Coll) when 
he suddenly passed away. He was no 
stranger to Coll, as he and his family had 
lived at no. 55 for many years. Ian, Jamie 
and Rhona and their families are in our 
thoughts at this very sad and difficult 
time.

As Na 
Bailtean
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Diamond 
Wedding 
Anniver-
sary for 
Norman 
and Annie 
Stewart 
(Sonny a’ 
Phòcaid 
agus Anna 
Bheag). See 
Vatisker 
News

Murdina Ferguson (Murdag Sgaoisidh) 
and daughter Amanda (see Gress News)

When Judy met Angus
Angus (Milo) Murray recently bumped 
into Judy Murray, mother of two-time 
Wimbledon winner Sir Andy Murray, 
at Cromlix House, Dunblane. 

The late Agnes Graham. Photo 
taken 30 June 2017 (see Vatisker 
News)

Hamish Murray, first 
child of Hector and 
Sarah (see Gress News)

Margaret Tough (Mairead 
Ghurais) who celebrated 
her 95th birhday recent-
ly (see Back News)

Principal trumpet player Rhys 
Macritchie (see Upper Coll News)

Happy 50th birthday to Alice 
Currie (see Coll News)

Above: Rona and Iain 
Macdonald celebrated 
their silver wedding anni-
versary (see Gress News)

Right:  Lorraine Kettings 
at her graduation with 
her brothers Stephen and 
Declan (see Vatisker News)

Katie Ann Macdonald celebrated her 80th 
birthday (see Tong News)
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Gress
New Baby
Congratulations to Hector and Sarah 
Murray on the birth of their first child, 
Hamish Cailean Murray on 14 January 
at Aberdeen Royal Infirmary, weighing 
7lbs 14oz. A new grandson for Donald 
John and Catherine Rose (13 Gress) and 
John and Elizabeth Kirkman, Kirriemuir.

Silver Wedding Anniversary
Ian Martin and Rona Macdonald 
celebrated their silver wedding anniver-
sary on 10 December. The couple was 
married in Our Holy Redeemer Catholic 
Church, Stornoway. We wish them many 
more happy and healthy years together. 

80th Birthday
Special birthday wishes to Murdina 
Ferguson (Murdag Sgaoisidh), 15 Gress, 
who was 80 years old on Christmas Day. 
We hope you enjoyed your day with the 
family.

New Horizons
Catherine Murray, daughter of Alasdair 
and Tina (37a Gress) has left and started 
her training in her Tulliallan Police 
College. We send our best wishes to her 
and wish her every success in her new 
career. 

Get well
Get well wishes are extended to Charlie 
Clarke (20 Gress) who is home now after 
his stay in hospital.

Sympathy
Our sympathies are extended to the 
widow and family of the late Iain Ma-
cleod, who passed away in Glasgow. He 
was the son of Chiorstag Ellip, late of 17 
Gress and Dabe Ness.

Funeral Funds Association 
The annual membership fee for 2019 is 
now due and any member who wishes 
to pay can call at Ivor, 11 Gress, or at 
Third Sector Hebrides, Francis Street, 
Stornoway. Fee remains the same as last 
year £1.50 per member. Thank you to all 
members who have already paid.

Tong
80th Birthday
Congratulations to Katie Ann Macdon-
ald, 28 Ford Terrace Tong, who cele-
brated her 80th birthday on Saturday 1 
December with her family and friends. 
Wishing you many more happy years to 
come.

Village Condolences
The community extends its sincerest 
sympathy to the family of the late Chris-
tina Smith (Teeni), 7 Aird Tong, who 
passed away suddenly towards the end 
of the year. We especially remember her 
daughters Chris Bell and Margaret, and 
her sons, Domhnall Iain and Coinneach, 
and their families. We remember her 
beloved grandchildren and great-grand-
children. We also remember her two 
sisters Katag and Seonag and their 
families. Teeni will be hugely missed 
within her neighbourhood and within 
her church fellowship. 

We also extend the since condolences 
of the community to the family of the 
late Joan  Margaret Wilkie (Ajaokuta, 
Aird Tong) who passed away following 
a long illness. We especially remember 
her husband Robert Donald at this time, 
as well as her sons, Iain and Stuart, 
and also her daughter, Mairi, and her 
grandson, Iain. Joan Margaret will be 
sorely missed by her immediate family 
and friends.

We assure both families that they are in 
the thoughts and prayers of the commu-
nity at this very difficult time. 

Farewell to Former Minister 
The congregation of Back said an 
emotional farewell to Rev. Calum Iain 
and Mrs Dina Macleod recently. The 
communities of Tong and Aird Tong are 
very much indebted to Rev. Calum Iain 
and Dina for all the ways in which they 
supported our village over the last 8 
years. They will both be missed for their 
care and devotion from the pulpit and as 
pastor and lady of the manse. 

We wish themselves and the girls God’s 
richest blessing as they begin their new 

ministry in Resolis and Ferintosh. 

Upper Coll
Bereavement
We send our sincere condolences to the 
family of the late Annie Nicolson (nee 
Maclean, formerly 42 Upper Coll, Anna 
Iain ’an Dhomhnaill) who passed away 
peacefully at Broadford Hospital, Skye,  
on Monday 24 December 2018. 

Home from Hospital
We send best wishes to Calum Maclean, 
50 Upper Coll. Calum is recovering well 
at home following a medical procedure 
at hospital in Glasgow. Glad to hear you 
are feeling better. 

Young Musicians
Congratulations to The Lewis and 
Harris Youth Concert Band as they have 
just been given a gold award in their 
qualifying round and as such have qual-
ified again to compete in the Scottish 
Concert Band Finals  in Perth in March 
this year. The principal trumpet player 
is Rhys Macritchie, Upper Coll, and the 
principal flute player is Jenna Spark, 
Tong. Well done to them both and good 
luck wishes to the band for March

Rhys also did the Last Post at both the 
Nicolson Institute and Martin’s Memo-
rial Remembrance services, as well as 
at the Dileab concert in December. This 
must have been quite nerve wracking 
Rhys, so you did very well to play such 
an important piece so well in front of 
such large audiences.  Hannah Stewart, 
19 Upper Coll, also took part in the Dile-
ab concert, singing with the Lewis group 
of the National Youth Choir of Scotland. 
Well done Hannah. 

Obituary
Ian (Dabe) Ma-
cleod 28 Sep-
tember 1946–7 
December 2018
Ian Macleod (mac 
Ciorstag Ilip), 17 
Gress, was born 
and brought up in 
Glasgow but spent 
his school holidays 

at his grandparents house in Gress with 
his brothers Ivor and Alasdair and his 
sister Diane, together with his cousins 
Calum Angus, Stewart and Evander 
(Seonag Ilip’s sons). They loved the free-
dom of the wide open spaces, which the 
city couldn’t afford them. They enjoyed 
meeting up with other island cousins, 
Ivor Ferguson and Dolan Morrison, 
whose grandparents stayed at 19 Gress. 
Ian often told the story about his grand-
father Ilip—when it came to meal times 
he would hang a white towel on the door 

and they all knew it was time to make 
their way home to be fed. Ian loved 
Gress and when he got married and had 
his own family he brought them home 
every summer to holiday where he did 
himself as a young boy. In later years and 
especially since retirement he continued 
to visit regularly and his last time at 17 
Gress was in the summer of 2018. Ian 
will be missed by the many friends he 
made over the years.

Material for publication 
in the MARCH issue of 

Loch a Tuath News must be 
in before MONDAY 18th 

FEBRUARY 2019
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Murdo Macleod was the son of Murdo and Maggie Macleod, 
32 Back. He was a deckhand with the Royal Naval Reserve 
during the First World War, serving on board HMS Zaria, a 
stores carrier based in Scapa Flow in Orkney.

Murdo died of pneumonia on a hospital ship in Lyness on 
Thursday 14 November 1918, aged 21 years, and was buried 
in Lyness Royal Naval Cemetery. Scapa Flow was a naval 
base during both the First and Second World Wars and sail-
ors began burying their fallen comrades at Lyness in Hoy in 
1915 and the cemetery remained in use until 1946.

I had always wanted to visit Orkney and see the place where 
my uncle was buried. On 20 July 2007 my wife and I made 
the journey, leaving Stornoway on the early ferry and driving 
up to Scrabster to catch the ferry to Stromness. The following 
day we caught the ferry to the Island of Hoy; the cemetery 
was only a 5-minute drive from the ferry terminal. It was 
very sad, as expected, but as with all War Grave Cemeteries 
it was immaculately kept, which gave us a feeling of satis-
faction. We had done research prior to our visit and had no 
problem finding the plot and gravestone as we had a refer-
ence number. We spent some time looking at all the other 
graves and wondered just how many other island men were 
among the 445 burials of the First World War, 109 of whom 
were unidentified. We wondered whether if Uncle Murdo 
had survived the war would he have been on the Iolaire on 
that fateful night 100 years ago?

We went on to visit the Scapa Flow war museum, which is 
housed within the buildings that were used during the war, 

including a huge oil tank that had been used to hold 12,000 
tonnes of oil. We watched a video in the eerie silence of the 
oil tank, which gave a great feel for what it was like during 
the wars and the film had some fantastic old footage. With 
lots of very detailed exhibits, a huge number of artefacts, 
military items both inside and outside, there was so much to 
take in and it was not possible to see it all in a quick visit.

Our next stop was to visit the Longhope Lifeboat Museum, 
which hosts an interesting mixture of old artefacts and infor-
mation associated with former lifeboats and past crew mem-
bers. This was the lifeboat station at the time of the disaster 
in 1969 when the entire crew of eight lost their lives going to 
the aid of a cargo ship.

Our last trip on this beautiful island took us back to catch the 
ferry to the Orkney Mainland and back to our accommoda-
tion in Stromness. 

Ivor Ferguson

In search of  
Murdo 
Macleod,  
32 Back

The Nicolson Institute’s Youth and Philanthropy Initia-
tive (YPI) winning team for 2018/19 presented their £3000 
cheque to Western Isles Women’s Aid recently. This is a 
very welcome boost for the charity and great recognition of 
the team’s hard work and commitment.

The YPI which is sponsored by the Wood Family Trust is 
run with S6 pupils at 
The Nicolson Institute. 
The winning group con-
tained two local young 
people, Lee MacLean 
(Braeview, 12 Coll) 
and Abby-Jo Morrison 
(Ocean View, Upper 
Coll).

This international 
programme is geared 
towards developing 
community leadership 
skills, encouraging 

young people to engage with local issues and charities in a 
meaningful way and to provide opportunities for hands-on 
experience of philanthropy.

Groups of pupils were asked to research a local charity of 
their choice and produce a 10-minute, multi-media pres-
entation explaining why it was deserving of the £3000 

award. 

Pictured from left to 
right are Mrs M Mac-
kenzie (RME Depart-
ment), Lorna Nicol 
(Western Isles Women’s 
Aid), Mary Watt (Man-
ager of Western Isles 
Women’s Aid), Abby-Jo 
Morrison, Mary Jane 
Morrison, Scott Maclen-
nan, Lee MacLean, John 
MacRae and Rector, Dr 
F. Murray.

Young people raise £3000 for Western Isles Women's Aid

Ivor at Murdo’s Grave
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Granddaughter of Isbhel Campbell (nig-
hean Dhomhnuill Sheogaidh) of 23 Gress, 
Iona Campbell (East Kilbride), and her 
partner Matthew King (Kent) completed 
an epic fundraising cycle from Vietnam 
to Glasgow earlier in 2018. The pair 
commenced their cycle—‘The Home-
ward Spin from Ho Chi Min’—in Febru-
ary 2018 to fundraise for the Glasglow 
Children’s Hospital Charity. Iona has 
been a frequent visitor to Lewis, visiting 
her granny, who now lives at Loch 
Croistean, and working summers with 
her aunt Marianne in her coffee shop. 

In just five months, Iona and Matt 
travelled across Asia and Europe almost 
entirely on pedal power. As well as 
racking up 16,000km, the couple raised 
over £6900 for the charity. 

Iona said ‘We’ve been hoping to raise 
awareness and funds for Glasgow 
Chilren’s Hospital Charity. The charity 
is one that is close to our heart. Dur-
ing our two years as junior doctors we 
have both seen the massively benefi-
cial effects that this charity has on the 
young lives of those unlucky enough 
to be afflicted with illness early on in 
their lives’. Both Iona and Matt were 
kept motivated by the cause they were 
so proud to support, but admitted that 

‘there have been so many times where 
we’ve been really struggling to get the 
miles done with logistical delays, bouts 
of illness and sore legs. Sometimes the 
only thing that kept us moving was 
knowing we were raising money for the 
charity’.

Kirsten Sinclair, Chief Operating Officer 
at Glasgow Children’s Hospital Chari-
ty said, ‘As junior doctors themselves, 
Iona and Matt already do a wonderful 
job caring for our families in hospital, 
so to have also conquered this cycle in 
support of our patients is truly remark-
able. We hope they are feeling very 
proud, and want to thank them for their 
incredible support’.

The fundraising cycle has taken Iona 
and Matt through South East Asia, 
China, countries of the former USSR and 
Europe. The pair were lucky to meet 
local people who helped them along 
their journey: ‘We’ve honestly seen a lot 
of kindness. Freebies in cafes, upgrades 
in accommodation and hanging out 
car windows with water and snacks. It 
would be hard to forget such kindness’. 

On this trip of a lifetime, the kind-heart-
ed couple also became engaged, with a 
special proposal in Laos. Iona and Matt 
are now in new posts at the Princess 
Royal Maternity in Glasgow and Ayr-
shire’s Crosshouse Hospital, respective-
ly, where they’ll continue to go the extra 
mile for their patients.

Junior doctors go the extra mile

The LATN committee, volunteers and 
friends gathered at the church crèche 
for an hour on Saturday 22 Decem-
ber to bid farewell to Rev. Calum I. 
Macleod and his wife Dina. Reverend 
Macleod had been a longstanding and 
active member of the LATN committee. 
We enjoyed tea and cakes and pre-
sented the couple with some parting 
gifts, including a year’s subscription to 
LATN, a Harris Tweed scarf, a print by 
Kirsty Lymburn at The Wee Workshop 
and a hamper from Delights. 

Editor Emeritus Angus Morrison gave 
a wee speech, looking back over some 
of Rev. Macleod’s contributions and 
thanking him for taking the time to at-
tend our committee meetings and write 
a page for us each month. As well as his 
regular ‘From the Manse’ column, we 
will miss Rev. Macleod’s ideas and ad-
vice. All the best from the LATN team! 

LATN Committee Bids Farewell to Calum Iain

L–R, back row: Ishbel Macdonald, DA Stewart, Iain Murray, Angus Morrison, 
Louise Reeves, Mairi Macleod.  
Middle row: Anne Ramsay, Joan Maclean, Donalda Murray, Laura Burns, Rev. 
Calum I. Macleod.  
Front row: Anna Tucker, Jayne MacArthur, Melanie Mackay.

COMMUNITY SKIP
Back Common Grazings is reintro-
ducing the community skip
Opening times: Saturday 1000–1200
The skip will be manned for that 
period only. No access outside these 
hours.
Please do not leave any items in 
vicinity of the skip, as this will be 
classed as FLY-TIPPING and the 
community will lose this amenity 
again.
We are always looking for more 
volunteers to take a turn manning 
the skip to help out. If you would 
like to help please leave your name 
and mobile no. with the volunteer 
on the day. 
             

Iona 
Campbell 
and 
Matthew 
King

Guidance for Use of Community Skip
✔ Yes: livingroom furniture; garden furniture; 
carpets & rugs; small sheds (dismantled); 
linoleum; trampolines; laminate flooring; clothes 
poles; bedroom furniture; small garden gates; 
mattresses; small quantities of garden fencing; 
kitchen furniture; garden equipment; bathroom 
furniture; packaging boxes; stair gates; Christ-
mas trees; ironing boards; manageable wood 
pieces; luggage; prams and buggies; wheelchairs; 
toys and bicycles
✘ No: construction waste; demolition wastes; 
crofting or farm wastes; stoves; asbestos; chem-
icals; fireplaces; soil; sileage wrap; back boilers; 
stone or rubble; car parts; baths; plasterboard; oil 
or batteries; paints; windows & doors; oil tanks; 
gas cylinders; garage doors; tyres or wheels; fish 
or animal byproducts of any kind; grass cuttings
✘ No: waste electrical equipment (e.g. fridges, 
freezers, microwaves, TVs, cookers, computers, 
printers, irons, kettles, toasters, stereos etc). 
Please take all waste electrical equipment to 
Creed Park Household Waste Recycling Centre
Grass cuttings are not accepted as they should be 
deposited into your organic bin
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NORRIE'S GARAGE
 Cars and Commercial Servicing and Repairs 

 MOT  Tyres  

 Wheel Alignment & Wheel Balancing 

 Large Stock of Truck and Trailer Parts 

TEL: 01851 705398
Email: info@norriesgarage.co.uk

43 BELLS ROAD, STORNOWAY

ISLE OF LEWIS HS1 2RL

GOOD RANGE OF 
TYRES IN STOCK
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In December, membership of Commann Eachdraidh Sgìre 
a’ Bhac (CEBac) stood at 27; it is now good to report that we 
have 109 members. This support from far and wide is very 
encouraging. 

As has been said before, you do not need to be active in the 
society, all we need is your support. However, we will be 
delighted to hear from you if you want to help in any other 
way, with information, research, photographs, recordings, 
artefacts. Please get in touch in writing to Anne Macarthur 
Secretary, 10 Broadbay View, Back, by email to info@cebac.
org or contact LATN.

Another big step forward is the establishment of our Face-
book page, another way to get in touch. Check out the page 
and give us a like!

One of our members, Ian Quigley, is carrying out extensive 
research on Vatisker and its people, with the aim of CE-
Bac publishing his findings. Inspired by his own Vatisker 
ancestry, Ian has been working on this project for many years 
and has amassed a wealth of information not previously 
documented. He is fortunate to be near the National Records 

Office in Edinburgh but would love 
help of a more personal nature. If you 
can help, get in touch with Ian directly 
(07958 316299) or via CEBac (vatisker-
memories@cebac.org).

By the time this issue goes to print, our inaugural lecture, 
delivered by Dr Dòmhnall Uilleam Stiùbhairt, Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig, and titled, Sùil air ais, agus sùil air adhart (Looking back 
and looking forwards: the future of Back history), will have taken 
place. As many readers will be aware, Dòmhnall Uilleam’s 
father, Dòmhnall Alasdair was a former Head Teacher of 
Sgoil a’ Bhac and he was very involved with the previous 
Comann Eachdraidh. 

Our next talk is scheduled for 8 March, to be delivered by 
Joni Buchanan, Uig. Joni is the author of The Lewis Land 
Struggle (Na Gaisgich), published by Acair. 

Finally, we would love to find a home where archives and 
artefacts can be stored, exhibitions could be held and people 
could visit. If you have any ideas on where we could have a 
base, even on a temporary basis, please let us know!

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a' Bhac 
- Back Historical Society Update

The annual inter-village football tournament took place on 
Boxing Day in the all-weather arena at Upper Coll. Sev-
en teams took part over 10 rounds of matches. This fun, 
family event was very well attended. For the first time teas 
and coffees were provided along with plenty biscuits and 
mince pies, thanks to Lesley Macdonald’s superb organi-
sation in the kitchen. This year the event was also greatly 
enhanced by having Liz Rogers on the PA system. She did 
a brilliant job of keeping us up to date with the scores and 
ensuring the matches stayed on schedule. With so many 
teams and scores to keep track of with she did a fantastic 
job all afternoon. It wouldn’t have been the same without 
her entertaining patter on the mike! It was also fantastic to 
see so many girls taking part—outshining the boys at many 

points. It was close 
at the top, but in the 
end the Back team 
was triumphant, fol-
lowed by Coll and 
Stornoway Exiles in 
joint second place. 
Fourth were Tong, 
followed by Gress 
in fifth, and Vatisk-
er and Upper Coll 
were in joint last 
place.

Boxing Day tournament a roaring success

Above: Kyla 
Macmurdo 
accepts the 
winner’s trophy 
from MC Liz 
Rogers

Left: L–R, back 
row: John (VP) 
Macleod, Rab 
Macmurdo, 
Shaun Martin; 
Iain Anderson, 
Martin Macleod, 
Alasdair (Red) 
Mackenzie; front 
row: Ally (Koch) 
Morrison, Kyla 
Macmurdo, 
Euan Anderson, 
James (Mo) 
Macleod, David 
Anderson.
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The weekend of 12 January saw a special healthy New 
Year event at the hall, with stalls from 16 different 
groups and clubs. Supported by NHS Health Promo-
tion and Back Pharmacy there was also a wide range 
of information about all aspects of health and fitness 
available, and more than 30 people took up the offer of 
a free well-being assessment. 

‘We were really pleased by the number of people 
attending, and are thrilled to have raised over £100 
from the healthy cakes for the local Macmillan Cancer 
Support group’, commented Terri Davies. ‘We hope to 
run another similar event later in the year so people 
can compare their assessment results; people seemed to 
find it really helpful and are keen to do 
it again’.

Our next event will be International 
Women’s Day on Saturday 9 March. This 
will be our third year of marking this cel-
ebration with an art exhibition and con-
ference. The art exhibition is open to en-
tries from all women with a connection 
to the Western Isles. We hope to have a 
special piece from our new art monthly 
art group but are inviting anyone inter-
ested in exhibiting this year to contact 
Terri at backfrc@gmail.com 820745. Look 
out for more information on the day’s 
events in next month’s LATN. 

Terri would also like to hear from anyone 
who might be interested in joining either 
a new badminton club or a ceilidh danc-
ing group.

Back Football and 
Recreation Club

Boogie Bounce     Mondays or Wednesdays (drop-ins may be avail-
able: call Alex to book on 07435643491), 6-week 
block (£25/£33)

Beginners’ Bowls Fridays, 1–2.30pm (£1)
Back Art Together  16 February, 10.30am
Book Club 28 February, 7pm

Rainy Day Bike Club 
(pre-school)   

Thursdays, 12–3pm (term time only)

Island Archers          Wednesdays, 7–9pm (£8 adult, £4 junior) 
Back Bowls Thursdays, 7.30pm
Women’s Day Saturday 9 March

Dates for your diary:

If you’d like to find out more about any of the activities happening at Back 
FC and Rec. Club please contact Terri on 01851 820745 or visit our website  
www.backfrc.org.uk

The league began with the usual teams apart from Lochs 
and Ness, but their absence allowed a welcome return for a 
Harris team into senior football again and also for a Back ‘B’ 
team.

Back A started the campaign with a hard-fought win 
against a dogged Aths team that went on to surprise 
a few teams as the league progressed. Back B began 
with a narrow loss that was to form a pattern for the 
games ahead. As the campaign progressed it became 
clear that it was going to be a two-horse race between 
Back A and Carloway. Carloway inflicted the one and 
only defeat on Back A by 6 goals to 2. Going into the 
later part of the campaign it became obvious that Car-
loway would need to drop points for Back A to have 
any chance of overtaking them.

With 2 weeks to go Carloway dropped 2 points by 
drawing with rivals West Side, while Back A kept the 
pressure on by beating United. Going into the last 
round of games Carloway was beaten by an improv-
ing Point team, opening the way for Back A to win 
the league should they beat Harris. The final game 
ended 11–2 in favour of the Bacachs, who were duly 
crowned champions on the last night.

A credible campaign by the Back B, mainly made up 

of under-18s, made for an enjoyable competition, where in 
most cases their games were very hard fought but unlucky in 
losing games by the odd goal.

Back ‘A’ wins winter league

L–R, back row: Archie Smith, Seumas (Bomie) MacArthur, Gordon 
Maciver, Chris Mackay, Jamie Mackinnon, Colin Macritchie, Stephen 
Mutch, Donald (Dano) Macdonald, Alasdair (Red) Mackenzie; front row: 
Ross Hall, Connor Mackay, David Maciver, Euan Anderson, Joel Martin, 
Craig Maciver, Calum Maclennan. Missing from the photo are Chris 
Macleod, James Macarthur and MJ Maclean.
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The annual Back FRC club dinner 
and awards ceremony was held 
on Saturday 29 December at the 
Caladh Inn, Stornoway. After an 
enjoyable buffet dinner, the awards 
were handed out, with club leg-
end Cab (DA Stewart) doing the 
MC’ing. It was a clean sweep for 
young player Jamie Mackinnon 
(Tong), who was awarded all the 
major trophies: Under-21 Player of 
the Year, Most Improved Player, 
Player’s Player of the Year and 
Committee Player of the Year. 
Stuart Macdonald was the season’s 
top scorer. Ross Hall accepted 
the Winter League trophy, and 
the committee also handed out 
lovely glass trophies featuring the 
blue strip to the club’s sponsors, 
including Carpet World, Macleod 
& Macleod and ourselves at LATN. 
After the awards were given out, 
Peter O’ Donnell took to the mic 
and delivered an interesting talk 
on his football history, from when 
he was young up on the mainland 
to winning the Highland Amateur 
Cup with Back. A very enjoyable 
evening was had by all.

Back FRC Annual Dinner and Awards Ceremony

The Carpet World Bowls competition took place on Saturday 
24 November at Upper Coll, with 36 players taking part, split 
into two sections with six teams in each section, three players 
in each team, playing six ends in each game. There were one or 
two call-offs, but reserves were available to replace them. 

The day’s bowling started with section 1 playing first, with 
high scores being recorded, then section 2 played their first 
three games with some very interesting scores being recorded, 
but as the competition progressed some of the games were 
evenly balanced, and others not so. This continued until the 
lunch break.

After the break the teams resumed playing and there were sur-
prising results in each section, which made it very interesting. 
Both sections were close, but it was the shots scored that made 
the difference, and after our score master totalled the shots it 
was team 6 that won section 1 and team 8 won section 2.

Playing in team 6 were Peter O’ Donnell, Alan Cumming 
and Agnes Munro, and in team 8 were Isobel Linklater, W. 
MacLeod and D. Lawrence. From the start each end was close 
with neither team getting a foothold. After playing six ends 
they were still level: who would win was anyone’s guess, but 
there had to be a winner and at the end of the extra end it was 
team 6 that won. In the it was a great final to watch but nerve 
wracking for the players.  

After a wee refreshment the winning team was presented with 
the trophy by Willie Angie, and then we had the draw for the 
raffle. There were that many prizes up for grabs that most 
people won a prize.

The competition was, as always, organised by Duncan, and the 
food and its administration was supervised by Malky. The club 

appreciates the enthusiasm of the other bowlers who take part, 
and expresses its thanks to those who provided food and raffle 
prizes. See you all next year.

The Boxing Day bowls competition (The Breacan Trophy) was 
a little different this year, with kippers on the menu instead of 
salt mackerel, and we played four games each instead of three, 
with the competition played in two sections, six pairs in each 
section. When all the players arrived, the bowling commenced 
and after a few ends were played some of the teams showed 
that they would be topping their section, but things changed 
after the break for dinner, whether it was the kippers or 
something else the top of the sections changed slightly, but as 
each score was recorded it was becoming obvious who would 
be playing in the final. After all the games were played it was 
team 3 from section 1, and team 8 from section 2. In team 3 
were M. ‘Malky’ MacLeod and Chris Kelso, and in team 8 
were Calum Iain MacDonald and Donald ‘DA’ MacLeod. They 
provided us with an intriguing final and it was nip and tuck 
coming to the third last end when team 8 went a bit ahead and 
continued to play excellent bowls putting the other team under 
pressure. They did this in the next end too, with them lying 
two shots to go further ahead, the skip of the opposition tried 
to convert the end, but it went amiss, giving the opposition five 
shots, and with that they threw in the towel, and conceded the 
match. We retired in the leisure room and Chrissie presented 
the trophy to the winners. A great day’s entertainment was 
had, followed with a tipple, bit of sing song and Willie playing 
the box. It was a fitting way to end what was an entertaining 
day from start to finish. Congratulations to the winners and a 
huge thanks to all of the players, the cooks and the entertain-
ers. A Good New Year to you all. 

DA Stewart

Bowls Update

Clockwise from top left: Jamie 
Mackinnon with his silverware; 
LATN accepts a sponsor’s trophy; 
Duncan Maclean accepts a spon-
sor’s award from Chairman DA 
Macleod; Kenny Macleod accepts 
a trophy on behalf of Macleod 
& Macleod for sponsoring the 
home matches in 2018; Back FC; 
Stuart Macdonald was top scorer 
of the 2018 season

(see page 14 for photos)
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Shoebox Appeal
Pictured are some of the pupils who contributed to the 
Blythswood Christmas Shoebox Appeal 2018. A total of 89 
boxes were handed in.

Remembrance Day Service 
This year for the Remembrance Day we focused on the Iolaire 
as it was 100 years since it happened. Firstly Miss Maclean 
gave a speech about how terrible it was. Parents and the min-
ister came too.  There was a 2-minute silence. Anya played 
the Last Post on her trumpet. All the classes did artwork re-
lated to the Iolaire. One of our pupils laid a wreath on behalf 
of Sgoil a’ Bhac at the recent Remembrance Day Service.

Bake-Off Winner
Well done to Anya Rodgers (EP7) who came first in the 
cupcakes category at the Cancer Research UK Isle of Lewis 
Bake-Off 2018.

Dun Berisay Christmas Visit
EP1/2 visited the residents of Dun Berisay and sang a selec-
tion of Christmas songs in December.

SSPCA fundraiser and tartan tea party 
EP5/6 has been learning about charities and decided to raise 
some much needed funds for the animal charity SSPCA. 
They held a very successful animal-themed bake stall for all 
the children in the school on the morning of 30 November. 
Once again the creative parents rose to the challenge and 
produced tasty frogs, pigs, sheep, owls and cows to name 
but a few! Well done to the parents. 

That afternoon EP5/6, along with EP7, hosted a tartan tea 
party for the local community to celebrate St Andrew’s Day. 
Those who attended enjoyed a cup of tea with scones, pan-
cakes, shortbread and other tasty treats. They were enter-
tained by Highland dancers, piper Mrs Alice Currie and ac-
cordionist Mr DB Macleod. Miss Irenie Rose sang while Miss 
Carole Miller accompanied her on the harp. A huge thank 

you to the bakers, the 
buyers, the entertain-
ers and the helpers…
we couldn’t have done 
it without you all. 

Christmas Jumper 
Day: Save the Chil-
dren
The sum of £100 was 
donated to Save the 
Children following 
Christmas Jumper Day 
on Friday 14 Decem-
ber. We really do thank par-
ents for their continued generosity 
to our chosen charity events. 

Christmas concert
It was wonderful to see so many people turning out for both 
the afternoon and evening Christmas performances. This 
year’s performance was Aladdin. The actors were excellent 
and put in a lot of hard work. We got a lot of support from 
our teachers, support staff, Mr Maciver and parents to make 
it a successful event. The Parent Council made an amazing 
£590.80 from the raffle of the hampers on the day.  

Christmas assembly
On 20 December we held our Christmas assembly. We were 
joined by parents, grandparents and other relatives and 
friends from our community. On this occasion we also said 
farewell to our school chaplain, Rev. Calum Iain Macleod. 
We presented him with a gift which was a Harris Tweed 
cushion with a Bible verse sewn onto it. We will miss him 
as our school chaplain but wish him all the best in his new 
congregation.

Top (l-r): Rev. Calum 
Iain Macleod’s last 
assembly presenta-
tion; Anya Rodgers; 
Blythswood Christmas 
Shoebox Appeal; Re-
membrance Day Service

Middle (l-r): Sgoil 
Araich Christmas party; 
Headteacher Award for 
Enjoyment in Learning 
term 2

Bottom (l-r): SSPCA 
Bake Stall; Aladdin
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Farewell to Dina
The boys and girls in the Sgoil Àraich were sad to see Dina 
leave at the end of the year. We would all like to send our 
best wishes to Dina as she moves to the mainland. We thank 
Dina for her diligence and dedication during her time in the 
school and nursery. 

Christmas art Competition 
The pupils participated in a Christmas colouring competition 
organised by the local Tesco store and we are very proud of 
Kai Murray (P7) and Mia Graham (GM3) who were award-
ed prizes. Mia and Kai can’t wait to go shopping with their 
vouchers!

Christmas Choir
On Thursday 18 December our Christmas choir went to the 
airport to sing for the passengers who were arriving and de-
parting. The pupils enjoyed entertaining the passengers. The 
choir also sang at the senior citizens’ Christmas lunch and 
pupils and staff thank all those involved for their kindness. 
Well done to all choir members for their enthusiastic partici-
pation at both community events.

Christmas Concert
On Thursday 13 December we held our annual Christmas 
concert where each of the classes performed a song and 
entertained their large audience. There were also some amaz-
ing performances from our instrumental groups. We add a 
big thank you to Mr Maciver, Mrs Johnstone, Louis Macleod 
and Mr Woods for helping with musical tuition before and 
during the concert. Mr Murray’s practical support was also 
a big help. We would also like to extend a big thank you to 
the large crowd who came along as this was such an encour-
agement to the pupils. The Bethesda hospice was chosen as a 

local charity the school would support and a generous £206 
was collected. 

Christmas Assembly 
On Wednesday 19 December, we held our Christmas assem-
bly for friends and family. It was not only the last assembly 
of the year, but our final assembly with Rev. Calum Iain 
Macleod. A small leaving gift was presented to Rev. Macleod 
as a gesture of our appreciation for his valued work as school 
chaplain. We thank Rev. Macleod for being so involved with 
the school and supporting us on many occasions.

Primary 5–7 Iolaire trip
P5–7 have been learning and reflecting on the Iolaire tragedy 
as part of their class work. Ken Cockburn inspired the pupils 
to create poems based on the disaster. Chris Murray spoke 
to the children and shared some of his life and work experi-
ences which included diving down to the wreck of the Iolaire. 
Everyone was fascinated by the information and we want 
to make sure this important part of Island history is never 
forgotten. P5–7 also went on a trip to see the gun emplace-
ments in Arnish with Tim Pickering followed by a visit to 
Lews Castle to view the Iolaire exhibition. The group also 
viewed the Iolaire memorial at Holm. We wish to thank Tim 
Pickering and Euan from Lews Castle for sharing such a lot 
of important historical information.

Moor Visit
Primary 2,3,4 enjoyed learning more about their local area 
when they explored the Tong moor with Tim Pickering on 
a recent field trip. The pupils were full of enthusiasm about 
this experience and would like to thank Tim for a very inter-
esting afternoon.

Clockwise from top left: Farewell 
to Dina; p2-4 on their moorland trip 
with Tim Pickering; P5-7 Iolaire trip; 
Ready to play a Christmas tune; Fes-
tive singing at the airport; Presenta-
tion of the cheque to Bethesda

Roving Reporters
Katie, Ruby, Kai, Lucy and Michael have worked together on the first Tong School 
news of 2019. 
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This year, 2019, marks the centenary of the land raids that led to 
the formation of the crofting townships of Upper Coll and Gress. 
While the history of the raids has been documented in a number 
of sources, this article looks at the events leading up to the initial 
raids, and describes the events of that year.

The title is a quotation from Highland Journey, by Colin Mac-
donald. He was an officer of the Board of Agriculture who was in 
attendance at the early meetings between the people of Back and 
Lord Leverhulme.

It is common knowledge that Upper Coll and Gress were 
farms when the raids took place; what is less well known is 
that in the nineteenth century both had been croft land that 
was replaced by sheep farms to aid the ailing fortunes of the 
landowners, the Seaforth family. 

Plans to divide the Gress Farm again into crofts were made 
in 1914, after the passing of the Smallholders (Scotland) 
Act of 1911 gave the Secretary of State for Scotland power 
to divide farms into new or enlarged crofts, and men were 
promised this land at that time. Coll Farm was not consid-
ered for subdivision as it was below the size permitted for 
compulsory subdivision.

In 1913 the process of acquiring Gress Farm had been started, 
but resistance to lose the land by Major Duncan Matheson, 
the landowner, delayed proceedings, placing every possible 
legal obstruction in the way. The Board of Agriculture lodged 
an application with the Land Court in July 1914. Forty new 
holdings were to be made at Gress, ranging in size from 7 to 
26 acres, and with a considerable area of common grazing 
hill pasture. Compensation would be paid, both to Major 
Matheson (£2000) and the tenant of Gress Farm, Peter Liddle 
(£700). It was not until March 1915 that the Land Court heard 
the case, following it up with a visit to inspect the farm. At 
this point the Board was optimistic of a result in their favour. 

Two things mitigated against this. The onset of the First 
World War meant that the Board of Agriculture had other, 
more pressing, priorities, and could not afford expensive 
litigation costs. An ‘indefinite postponement’ was proposed. 
Matheson also continued to present legal obstacles in the 
way of any progress.

It might be thought, therefore, that under these circum-
stances no further progress would be made until the end of 
the War. This was not the case. The Board of Agriculture, 
anticipating the desire for land from the returning service-
men, began to prepare to re-instigate the scheme for Gress 
Farm. The plan was to be ‘at least up to the point of having 
everything ready to go with the actual execution at the end 
of the war’. In September 1917 the Secretary of State gave the 
Board permission to apply again to the Land Court and to 

issue a compulsory purchase order for the farm. The situa-
tion was then further complicated by the impending sale of 
the island of Lewis to Lord Leverhulme, adding a whole new 
dimension to the situation.

As the War grew to an end in 1919 soldiers and sailors were 
gradually returning to the island, and began demanding the 
land to which they considered themselves entitled. As Nigel 
Nicolson aptly considered, the land was ‘desirable for four 
reasons. Firstly, it was the symbol of the evictions, a wrong 
now to be righted. Secondly, it was thought to be the best 
land in the island. Thirdly, it was held by men who were 
not regarded as true Lewismen. And fourthly, it was the 
very land to which the Government’s pre-war and war-time 
promises had referred’. The accuracy or otherwise of these 
statements can be debated, but the demand for land cannot 
be denied. As far as the people were concerned, as the year 
drew to a close the need for land became urgent to allow 
work on the land to commence the following spring.

The ‘land-hungry’ men, with their eyes looking towards the 
farms at Gress and Coll, were becoming frustrated at the 
lack of movement, and in December took matters into their 
own hands. On 11 December a group of dissatisfied men was 
organised. The group was headed by Malcolm Martin, 59 
Back (president), Murdo Graham, 35 Coll (chairman), John 
MacDonald, 11 Back (secretary) and Roderick Murray, 9 Back 
(treasurer). A letter was written to the Board of Agriculture, 
stating:

We as men who fought for the land urge you to cut out Gress 
farm as soon as possible, before spring, so that we can build 
our houses during the good weather…if the Board will not 
accept our grievances or cut out land before spring, we will 
take such legal action as is necessary because it is our land 
and taken from our forefathers by bad laws. 

A letter was also written to the Secretary of State, explaining 
that, ‘shortly there is going to be a Lawful or Illegal action 
taken…regarding Coll farm’, and that the ex-servicemen 
were ‘determined to take it by force, without Delay to Fulfil 
the promise granted by the Government to Demobilised 
soldiers and sailors’.

Meantime talks were proceeding between the Board of 
Agriculture and Lord Leverhulme. The latter was aware of 
the situation regarding the crofters and the land, but he was 
unwilling to make concessions, considering that the division 
of the farm would do little to relieve congestion, and that the 
farm was essential to supply Stornoway with milk. Any form 
of conciliation was not deemed possible. It was apparent that 
the time for action had arrived.

Colin picks up where he left of in the next issue of LATN.

‘There is only one home: that little house 
with its few acres of land in Eilean Leodhais’ 

In the first of a three-part series, Colin Tucker explores the land raids that took place in Upper Coll and Gress 100 years ago.

Winners DA Macleod and Calum Iain Macdonald getting 
their trophy from Chrissy Brecan (see page 11)

Carpet World Bowls winning team: Allan Cumming, Peter O’ 
Donnell and Agnes Munro, with Willie Angie (see page 11)
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My name is Annis (nighean Catriona 
Iomhair a’ Bhounce) and I’m originally 
from Upper Coll. In May 2004 I left 
the island to work offshore. I worked 
for the catering company Sodexo, 
in Norwegian waters. It was here I 
met my Norwegian husband Øyvind 
(Vinnie). We moved to Inverness and 
got married in 2012, with our son 
Nico arriving the same year. Marcus 
completed our family in 2016. 

Vinnie’s family are from outside of 
the city of Bodø, which is in the very far north of Norway, 
near the Arctic Circle. Lots of daylight from March to Octo-
ber and lots of darkness the rest of the time. Whenever we 
go to Norway we tend to go for a good few weeks at a time 
as it’s very expensive to go, involving a drive to Aberdeen, 
a flight to Bergen, a flight to Oslo and then onto Bodø. We 
enjoy visiting our Norwegian relatives but we don’t get to go 
as often as we would like now that the children are in school. 
Vinnie has one brother, Eric (named after Eric Cantona—the 
family are Manchester United crazy); he is married to Rag-
nhild and they also have two boys, Hakon and Sigurd. Eric 
and his family live next door to Vinnie’s parents, so holidays 
are always fun as the boys get on great together. Our neph-
ews learn English in school and Nico has some Norwegian 
so they bring each other on when they’re together.

Visiting Lewis is a bit easier. We usually make it across about 
twice a year. The boys love going on the ferry and getting 
spoilt by their granny and shen. Marcus is obsessed with 
tractors so getting to hang out with his uncle Ivor in the trac-
tor and seeing the cows is a highlight. 

I am often asked if I would move home. At the moment 
we are very happy where we are. We live on one of the 
best streets in Inverness (in my opinon!). We are very good 
friends with our neighbours and we all have an open door 
policy. The kids on the street are all very good friends and 
look out for each other; they are in and out of each other’s 
houses, much like I was when I was growing up in Upper 
Coll. 

So what do we do in Inverness? After having Nico I con-
tinued to work on the same rig, Ocean Vanguard, going part 
time, working 2 weeks on and 10 off.  I worked this schedule 
until May 2014, when I handed in my notice and focused on 
becoming a full-time mum. 

When Nico was a toddler I enrolled in Inverness College to 
do a 2-year barbering course. I completed the course in 2016 
and made some great friends there. Every trip home to Up-
per Coll now always comes with a ‘bring your clippers’ text! 

After hav-
ing Marcus 
I started 
thinking 
about what 
I was going 
to do work 
wise. Find-
ing a job to 
fit around 
family life is 
harder than 

it sounds when your husband works 
offshore and you have no family 
support around you. I discussed my 
dilemma with my sister. We start 
throwing ideas around, when she 
suggests ‘what about making can-
dles?’. Immediately I loved the idea. 
I love candles and spent a fortune on 
them every month, and I could do it 
from home, so this would be a win-
win situation. 

The following day I set about re-
searching every aspect of candle making, taking notes, com-
paring prices and wholesale websites, label making, ordering 
sample waxes, sample scents, different wicks, glasses, tins, 
etc. There’s more to it than you think! I gave our neighbours 
samples to try and give feedback on as I had so many in 
the house I was beginning to go nose blind! It was trial and 
error for about 6 months until I felt I had a product that was 
equally as good as some of the leading brands (if not better). 
The name ‘Viking Connections’ came into my head and stuck 
there, so that settled that.

I set up a Facebook page and an online shop (vikingcon-
nection.co.uk). I got in touch with some local businesses in 
Stornoway and took a trip up with some sample candles. I 
met with M&M Hair Design, Body and Sole and Stitch in 
the Ditch, and all agreed to stock the candles. As of today 
our candles are still in the three shops in Lewis, two shops 
in Orkney (they love anything Viking), a shop in Aberfeldy 
(Perdie and Boo) and I have regular orders sent to Fife, Fra-
serburgh and Aberdeen. In December I was asked to sell my 
candles in the Eastgate shopping centre for 2 weeks. It was a 
busy fortnight, but it was great to see something I worked so 
hard for in the Eastgate. It’s given the candles great exposure. 

Vinnie has converted the garage into a second kitchen so I 
have my own space to get on with work when I can. When 
he is away I often make candles in the main kitchen while 
Nico is in school. Me at one end of the breakfast bar pouring 
candles and Marcus at the other end painting. Only inch-
es away from total disaster! But it works. There have been 
mornings when the kids are eating their breakfast and I am 
labelling and wicking candles in my pyjamas. What a job!

The range is constantly growing, with candles as small as 
20ml heart tins (great for wedding favours) and 50ml circle 
tins, right up to 500ml three-wick glass candles. I use Nature 
C3, 100% soy wax for all the candles. It burns cleanly and 
evenly right down to the wick sustainer, leaving no waste. 
We also have a huge range of fibre reed diffusers. The reeds 
are made of cotton so don’t clog or need to be flipped as the 
scent goes right through the entire length of the reed.

Life is busy and one day I 
hope to extend the Viking 
Connection brand into a 
clothing range. I am current-
ly in the very early research 
stage. I like to keep my mind 
busy! Marcus will be starting 
nursery after Easter this year 
so watch this space…

With best wishes

Annis Nordvik

Letter from (not so) Afar

Visiting great-granny in Upper Coll

Annis pouring candles
Vinne, Nico and Sigurd sledg-
ing in Bodo
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A short act of remembrance took place at the Back War Memorial on New Year’s Day to mark the 100th anniversary of the 
Iolaire Disaster. The service was led by Rev. Hugh Ferrier, High Free Church, Stornoway. Nine local servicemen perished in 
the tragedy and to commemorate their loss a wreath was laid by two descendants: Catriona Macintosh (Catriona Bhruce), 
grand-daughter of John Morrison, 10 Coll and Alex Norman Campbell (Anc), grandson of Alexander Campbell, 8 Vatisker. 

On 11 December 2018, Comann Eachdraidh Sgire a’ Bhac 
(CEBac) held a book launch for Bill Lawson’s Croft History 
of Vatisker in the church crèche. The event was the first to be 
held by the new CEBac and was well attended by members 
of the community. The Vatisker book is number 29 in the 
Isle of Lewis series by Bill Lawson. After some introductions 
by Chairman Anna Tucker and MC for the evening, Coin-
neach Maciver, Bill told the assembled group how tricky the 
book was to put together. After being ill, in order to finish 
the book, Bill had first asked Coinneach for help. Being 
from Upper Coll, Coinneach pointed Bill in the direction 
of Mal Macleod, Alexina Graham and Neil Murray, being 
from Vatisker themselves. Murdo (Stahl) Macdonald also 
helped with the supply of some 80 photographs, which were 
scanned and prepared for print with the help of Donald I. 
Macdonald. During his talk, Mr Lawson highlighted some 

of the more interesting aspects of history he found when re-
searching the book, such as the mass emigration to the States 
around 1760, possibly linked to crop failures and a huge 
volcanic eruption in Iceland around the same time. Another 
standout story was that in 1890 only six people in the village 
could read according to a census carried out on the instruc-
tion of Lady Seaforth, who wanted to gift each household a 
bible. However, in order to save money, she only wanted to 
gift those households containing someone who could read! 
After finishing his talk, the group was given a chance to buy 
and flick through the book over tea and coffee, and were 
then able to discuss the contents and ask questions of the 
writer. All in all, it was a good event and ideal for enhancing 
the profile of the newly (re)formed CEBac. The book is avail-
able to buy (£25) from Gordon’s.

A Croft History Launch: Bhataisgeir

I would like to thank Comann 
Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac for nominat-
ing me to attend the Centenary Com-
memorative Service marking the loss 
of HMY Iolaire and for the opportunity 
to be presented to HRH Prince Charles, 
Lord of the Isles. It was a remarkable 
event that I shall remember forever.

I must admit to being somewhat apprehensive to begin 
with but I need not have worried because I was very well 
looked after from the moment a kind couple made room for 
me beside them on the bus to when a young girl offered me 
her seat on the way back from Holm. My thanks must also 
go to Dolina Macleod from Western Isles Council and to the 
WW100 guide who looked after me so well.

The event itself was conducted with solemnity and dig-
nity and the worship was led by the Very Reverend Dr 
Angus Morrison. HRH Lord of the Isles read from Isaiah 
43…’When you pass through the waters I will be with 

you…’, psalms were sung, prayers were said and The Last 
Post was played. After reveille, wreaths were laid round the 
memorial by HRH Lord of the Isles, by Nicola Sturgeon, the 
First Minister, by Western Isles Council and various other 
denominations. The ferry boat, Loch Seaforth, was along-
side with those on board paying their own tributes. All the 
while the sea around us was still and peaceful as if asking 
forgiveness for the tragedy of 100 years ago.

My thoughts at the solemnity of the ceremony were very 
mixed; I felt honoured and privileged to be chosen to rep-
resent my grandfather, Alexander Campbell, and the other 
men from Back who lost their lives in the disaster. I felt very 
close to my grandmother but could not fully enter into or 
comprehend her grief, and to my mother who was forever 
afterwards called Peigi Seònaid, as if she had no father.   It 
was as if the grief of long ago was being felt and renewed 
by the whole community.

It was altogether a very moving occasion.

Alexina Graham, 36 Vatisker

The Iolaire Centenary: A Personal Reflection
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Final Farewell

Here endeth the lesson.  

I write this last word from my study 
desk in Ferintosh.  We are now finding 
our feet as we settle into our new manse 
and congregation.

I do hope and pray that you drew some 
encouragement from the articles and 
anecdotes shared over past years.  I 
sincerely thank Loch a Tuath News for 
giving me the opportunity to contribute 
in this way.  

I also wish to conclude by sincerely 
thanking the Loch a Tuath News commit-
tee for presenting Dina and I with such 
lovely parting gifts.  This was greatly 
appreciated.

I wish Loch a Tuath News every success 
in the future and look forward to catch-
ing up with news from Broadbay over 
the coming year via our subscription, 
very kindly gifted to us by Loch a Tuath 
News.

Hitherto the Lord hath helped us, 
Guiding all the way; 
Henceforth let us trust Him fully, 
Trust Him all the day.

Hitherto the Lord hath loved us, 
Caring for His own; 
Henceforth let us love Him better, 
Live for Him alone.

Hitherto the Lord hath blessed us, 
Crowning all our days; 
Henceforth let us live to bless Him, 
Live to show His praise.

(Frances Ridley Havergal)

Calum I Macleod

Gress Memories

Dear Editor, I read with interest your 
excellent supplement on the Iolaire in 
the December/January issue of LATN. It 
brought a local perspective to the trag-
edy to read of those lost their lives and 
also those who survived that terrible 
night.

I also really enjoyed Chirsty Bell Fish-
er’s reminiscences about her grandfa-
ther, Iain a’ Bhroga from Gress. I reiter-
ate her sentiments as I too have fond 
memories of him.

When I went to the Nicolson Institute 
in Stornoway, I had to walk to Back to 
catch the school bus, a long, lonely walk 
for a 12 year old. On my return I would 
get dropped off at tigh a’ Ghorain and 

make my way home over the drochaid 
dhubh and the first house I hit in Gress 
was tigh Iain a’ Bhroga, when I reckoned 
I was half way home. Invariably, Iain 
would be pottering about the house, at 
the peat stack or whatever and he was 
always ready for a natter and exchange 
of banter.

As was the custom in these days, if 
your own cow was due to calve and 
not producing milk (seasg) you got milk 
from whosever cow was producing (no 
Tesco in these days!), so this particular 
year it happened to be Iain a’ Bhroga’s. 
So it was left to my late younger brother 
Alasdair and me to go and collect the 
milk. Off we would trot of an evening 
to the far end of Gress with our little 
blue enamel pail with the domed lid. (I 
can still see it now.)

We always got a great welcome, and 
while Lily was milking the cow Iain 
would sit us on the bench and regale 
us with stories, riddles and even test 
us on our knowledge of English. Dè 
bheurla th’air bradan, etc. We were quite 
disappointed when our cow calved and 
we had our own milk! He had a great 
empathy with children.

Happy memories. 

Jean Ann Mackenzie, ex 21 Gress

Iolaire Supplement

Just a quick message to compliment you 
and your team on this month’s issue 
[Dec/Jan] with the Iolaire supplement. 
A great idea to make it a separate paper 
and it makes some very interesting and 
emotional reading. 

As a Bacach I knew so most of the 
family names mentioned and It really 
brought home to me again the enormity 
of the loss of so many lives in all the 
communities, not just our own. It’s im-
possible to imagine what it was really 
like. Well done to you all and many 
thanks. Keep up the good work.

Kind Regards

Tom Maciver

A Letter from Detroit

As I was reading my LATN about que-
ries about the fateful night of the Iolaire 
disaster, I decided to write what I know. 

My father, John Maciver (Ulligean, 41 
Coll) talked about that night. He was 

coming home from his stint in the 
army and he wanted to be with his Coll 
friends on the Iolaire but was chased off 
and told it was only for naval service-
men and he had to get off and go on the 
Sheila for soldiers.

One Coll friend was Alec John 
Dhòmhnaill Dholaidh from out-end Coll 
who survived drowning on the Iolaire 
as someone had swum to shore with a 
rope and he was one of the last to get 
across before the rope broke.

As it was a very dark night several on 
board who were good swimmers ap-
parently were disorientated and swam 
out to sea instead of heading for shore 
and were drowned. 

I hope this might add to information 
about the Sheila and I’m grateful my 
father didn’t persist in boarding the 
Iolaire as I might not be here.

I have included a photograph of my 
father, John Maciver (Ulligean), 41 
Coll, Shonnaidh Mhurchaidh an ic 
Dhòmhnaill Mhòr. 

Sincerely

Peigi Maciver Morrison  
(Peigi Ulligean)

[Editor’s note: this handwritten letter, 
dated 5 November 2018, arrived from 
Michigan, USA, the day after we’d 
started printing our Iolaire supplement, 
published with the last issue, otherwise 
it would most certainly have been in-
corporated in the commemorative issue. 
However, we are delighted to publish 
the letter in this issue instead.]

Looking for Information

Dear Editor, I am writing for some help 
in finding more information about my 
grandpa. He was born at 5 Tong Park, 
one of five boys. 

I’m wondering if anyone has ever come 
across any photos or information about 
his parents/brothers, or even himself. 

His name was Murdo Maciver (Lyda) 
and he lived at 17 Bennadrove until he 
passed away on 10 February 1997.

Lynn Maciver  
2 Gleann Dubh, Newmarket  

(lynn.m@live.co.uk) 

Letters to the Editor
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BACK 
PHARMACY

VATISKER, BACK

FREE PRESCRIPTION COLLECTION 
AND DELIVERY SERVICE

TEL. 820333

MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Proposed Assignation 
of a Croft

Agnes Main is applying to assign the tenancy 
of the croft at 26b Back to Dean Campbell 
Drummond of 26a Back. Written com-
ments from those with a relevant interest 
(which may be made public) to: Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 
8NW, info@crofting.gov.scot by 15/01/19

Kevin Macdonald is applying to the 
Crofting Commission to assign the ten-
ancy of the croft at 9 Coll, Back, Isle of 
Lewis, to Mark Macdonald of Tarrin, 7 
Upper Coll, Isle of Lewis.

If you are a crofter, shareholder or owner 
of a croft in the township you may sub-
mit comments on the proposal in writing 
or some other permanent form to the 

Crofting Commission, Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW or 
info@crofterscommission.org.uk

Please note that any comments you pro-
vide are part of an open process and will 
be made available to interested parties. 
Your comments would also be released 
under a freedom of information enquiry.

Hannah MacLeod, 31a Vatisker, and 
Sandy Morrison, 2 Lighthill, represented the 
Nicolson Institute at the semi-finals of the National 
Secondary Schools’ Gaelic Debate on 27 November at 
the Storytelling Centre in Edinburgh. Hannah and Sandy 
started their debating journey in the Stornoway Town Hall, 
debating against many schools across Scotland about veganism 
and equality, before getting through to the semi-finals. 

In their semi-final debate they beat Gairloch High School; the topic of their debate was ‘Make 
drugs legal and it’ll make Britain’s big cities safer’.

They proceeded to and won the final at The Scottish Parliament on Wednesday 28 November, 
where the topic was ‘Were it not for the two World Wars, we wouldn’t be as advanced as we 
now are’.

Sandy and Hannah were excited to represent the Islands at this event and for the opportunity to 
develop their Gaelic skills.

This is the second year in succession that the debate has been won by the Nicolson Institute team 
and the second year in a row the trophy has come to the Back district. As well as being the win-
ning team, Hannah also won the ‘Gaelic Debater’ prize. Well done!

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Debate
       Success

The Darkest Dawn by Malcolm Macdonald and Donald John 
Macleod, Acair Ltd, ISBN 9781789070248, RRP £25 (hardback)
There could not be a more apt title than The Darkest Dawn for 
the new book by Malcolm Macdonald and the late Donald 
John Macleod about the Iolaire disaster. These were the words 
used to describe the morning after the sinking of that ship, 
when the full devastation began to be realised.
For many years people on the island would not or could not 
speak about the horrors of that night, nor did the children of 
the next generation hear much about it. It is fitting, therefore, 
that on the centenary of the disaster that this book should be 
published, both as a remembrance and as a telling of the story. 
While a number of accounts of the Iolaire have already been 
written, this is surely the most comprehensive and detailed 
yet. 
At first reading I thought that the opening chapter, entitled 
‘Lewis and Harris before the War,’ was to be surplus, merely 
treading known territory. But without this sympathetic piece 
of economic and social history, a full understanding of the ef-
fects of the tragedy would not become evident. There follows a 
chapter on the ‘Islanders at War,’ describing just how much the 
islands were affected by the War, and the significance of those 
who were going to return. 
The build-up of the events and circumstances leading to the 
disaster are sympathetically and dispassionately described, 
as are the horrors of the sinking and the aftermath. Personal 
accounts of the disaster and of those ashore add to the telling. 
Some 70 pages of the roll call of those lost simply emphasises 
the size of the calamity. There follows a detailed description 
of the Inquiries, with their possible cover-ups, and the unan-
swered questions that abounded. 
There was no way that such a disaster could be forgotten 
quickly, and indeed it cast a long shadow on the islanders for 

many, many 
years. The 
trauma ex-
perienced by 
survivors and 
those who lost 
relatives and 
friends, tributes 
from near and 
far, the setting 
up of a disaster 
fund, donations to which included a flag day in Glasgow, and 
‘the silence which descended on the island’ are all described to 
bring home the scale of the disaster. 
Perhaps it is the personal accounts that make this part of the 
book so poignant. Most of these accounts are, naturally, by 
people of Lewis and Harris; but the impact was felt beyond the 
island shore. We read that, ‘there were six funerals in one day 
in Shawbost’, and ‘every time new Year came round my moth-
er would be crying’. The ‘long shadow’ was felt far beyond the 
islands: ‘the Suffolk man who was serving as a private in the 
Royal Marine Light Infantry when he was lost, returning from 
leave to his service base in Stornoway, on the ‘Iolaire.’ [He] left, 
waiting at the quayside, his bride-to-be, herring-girl Catherine 
Wares from Pultneytown, Wick. They were to be married on 
1st January, and Catherine was already expecting a child.’ This 
tale was heard from Catherine’s grand-daughter, who wrote, 
‘We have no photographs or artefacts about the tragedy – only 
memories of two lives blighted by the tragic event’.
The authors have to be congratulated on a book which has 
sympathetically and poignantly described and explained one 
of the major peacetime maritime disasters. It contains a wealth 
of detail, indicative of meticulous research. Poetry, verse 

and songs about the 
Iolaire, contemporary 
newspaper reports 
and personal reminis-
cences, recent devel-
opments, and a wealth 
of photographs all 
contribute to make The 
Darkest Dawn a fitting 
and lasting testimony 
to a tragic event and 
to those who perished 
or were sadly affected 
by it.

Colin Tucker

Book Review
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Proposed Assignation 
of a Croft

Agnes Main is applying to assign the tenancy 
of the croft at 26b Back to Dean Campbell 
Drummond of 26a Back. Written com-
ments from those with a relevant interest 
(which may be made public) to: Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 
8NW, info@crofting.gov.scot by 15/01/19

Kevin Macdonald is applying to the 
Crofting Commission to assign the ten-
ancy of the croft at 9 Coll, Back, Isle of 
Lewis, to Mark Macdonald of Tarrin, 7 
Upper Coll, Isle of Lewis.

If you are a crofter, shareholder or owner 
of a croft in the township you may sub-
mit comments on the proposal in writing 
or some other permanent form to the 

Crofting Commission, Great Glen House, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW or 
info@crofterscommission.org.uk

Please note that any comments you pro-
vide are part of an open process and will 
be made available to interested parties. 
Your comments would also be released 
under a freedom of information enquiry.

Hannah MacLeod, 31a Vatisker, and 
Sandy Morrison, 2 Lighthill, represented the 
Nicolson Institute at the semi-finals of the National 
Secondary Schools’ Gaelic Debate on 27 November at 
the Storytelling Centre in Edinburgh. Hannah and Sandy 
started their debating journey in the Stornoway Town Hall, 
debating against many schools across Scotland about veganism 
and equality, before getting through to the semi-finals. 

In their semi-final debate they beat Gairloch High School; the topic of their debate was ‘Make 
drugs legal and it’ll make Britain’s big cities safer’.

They proceeded to and won the final at The Scottish Parliament on Wednesday 28 November, 
where the topic was ‘Were it not for the two World Wars, we wouldn’t be as advanced as we 
now are’.

Sandy and Hannah were excited to represent the Islands at this event and for the opportunity to 
develop their Gaelic skills.

This is the second year in succession that the debate has been won by the Nicolson Institute team 
and the second year in a row the trophy has come to the Back district. As well as being the win-
ning team, Hannah also won the ‘Gaelic Debater’ prize. Well done!

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Debate
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Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

“Serving the crofters of  Lewis 
and Harris since 1958”
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UFAS Approved Animal Health
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Oisean a' Chòcaire
Chicken and vegetable curry

By Mairi Fellows

Ingredients
• 2 chopped onions
• 1tsp chilli flakes
• 2 crushed carda-

mom pods
• 1 tsp cinnamon
• 2 chicken breasts, 

diced
• 2 parsnips
• 2 sweet potatoes
• ½ a cauliflower
• 400ml coconut milk
• 3tbsp ground almonds
• 1 cup frozen peas
• ½ lemon squeezed
• Fresh coriander

For the dressing:
• 100g coconut yoghurt (or natural yoghurt)
• 5cm ginger, grated
• ½ tsp turmeric
• Pinch of salt

Method
Fry the onions in coconut oil for 5 mins then add the 
spices and garlic and fry for a couple of minutes. 

Add the chicken and brown. Add the vegetables (not 
the peas) and coat in the spices. 

Add the coconut and ground almonds. Bring to the boil 
and simmer until the vegetables are cooked.

Add the frozen peas and stir in the lemon juice.

To make the dressing, stir everything together. Serve the 
curry with the dressing, brown basmati rice and some 
chopped coriander. 

Proposed Assignation 
of a Croft

Donald Angus Stewart is applying to assign 
the tenancy of the croft at 10 Back R3564 in 
in the Parish of Stornoway to Derek Stewart 
of 24 Springfield Road, Stornoway. Written 
comments from those with a relevant interest 
(which may be made public) to: Crofting Com-
mission, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW, 
info@crofting.gov.scot.
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Independent Financial 
Advisers

Donald Martin

Succession Group Ltd, 
based within CIB,

63 Kenneth Street, Stornoway. 
HS1 2DS.

(t) 01851 701212

(e) donald.martin@succes-
siongroup.co.uk
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Old Photos

Agnes and John Mackay 65 Coll

Margaret Mackenzie 6 Broadbay View

Wedding photo of Neil and Dolina Stewart (see Back in Time, page 27)

Peigi Reachan 43 Coll, and Mairi Friasg

L–R: Hugh Macleod (66 Back), Iain Stewart (61 Vatisker), 
Don Macleod (3 New Street, Back).

Left: Donald Macinnes, 4 Gress. He had a lot of experience at sea 
during the war. He died on 16 Februay 2009 aged 86 years. His 
father was one of the survivors of the Iolaire disaster.
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Tong
The Tong Community Annual Seniors Christmas Lunch was 
held in the Tong Community Hall on Saturday 12 January 
2019. Kenneth MacPhail opened the Lunch with a speech of 
thanks to whole community for all their assistance, support 
and donations over the years and followed this by saying 
grace. The pensioners were then served a lovely homemade 
three-course meal with drinks of their choice followed by tea, 
coffee and mince pies. The only complaint being the portions 
were too large!  They were then entertained by a variety 
of performers. This year the performers were Tong School 
Choir, Lynn MacLean Highland Dancers, Iain MacKay and 
Alex Murdo, Alastair White, Calum Martin and Isobel Anne 
MacDonald. And our guest was Councillor Calum Maclean.

We would like to express our thanks to all the volunteers 
who gave their time to assist us on the day as without it the 
event would not happen.

We would like to encourage every pensioner of the com-
munity in Tong to attend this annual event. This gives them 
a chance to meet with friends and make new ones. If they 

cannot physically attend then we deliver their meal to them 
so that they do miss out on the festive fun.

A date for everyone’s diary is 11 January 2020 for the 
next Tong Community Annual Seniors’ Christmas Lunch 
(12.30pm for 1pm serving). We will create an event on our 
Facebook page, Tong Community Hall, Isle of Lewis, nearer 
the time for people to let us know if they will be able to 
attend the lunch or if they would like it delivered.

Solena Macleod, Treasurer, Tong Community Hall

Back 
Around 40 over-60s from the Back area enjoyed a Christ-
mas get together in Eleven, organised by Back Community 
Council. Entertainment was provided by Back Choir. The 
Community Council is grateful to them and to the staff of 
Eleven for their help in making this an enjoyable event for all 
who attended. See you again next year! 

Cathy Macinnes, Back Community Council

Annual senior citizens' dinners

The children of Upper Coll enjoyed a visit from Santa 
Claus, who presented them with some lovely gifts. A big 
thank you to Santa for taking time out of his busy schedule to stop by, and also to Mark, Jo, Bella 
and Allana for hosting everyone. Santa then took his sleigh on to Gordon’s!

Brownies go ice skating
Back Brownies enjoyed a fantastic trip down to the Scaladale Centre on 12 January to try out their Dancing on Ice skills! 
The girls had a great time and are desperate to go again. We would like to thank everybody that supported us and bought 
raffle tickets for our Christmas Hamper, which enabled us to fund our trip—many, many thanks, it meant a lot to us. The 
hamper was won by Sue Emmott. Many thanks to Charlie Healey and Dana Murray for giving up their Saturday morning 
to help out.

Santa visits Loch a Tuath!
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We are delighted to report that 
the new pharmacist in Back Phar-
macy—Jenny McKenna—is here 
to stay!  Jenny and her partner 
Jack moved to the Isle of Lewis 
in October to take up post on a 
temporary basis.  They quickly 
realised that they liked their new 
surroundings and all the island 
has to offer and have decided to 
extend their stay.

This is a good time then to do a 
bit of fact-finding about our new 

local pharmacist and David Dryden, one of the owners of 
Back Pharmacy, had this to say about her:

We gave a young, enthusiastic Jenny McKenna her first job 
in pharmacy as a Saturday assistant when she was still at 
high school, making her first person to be with us all the 
way from school age to qualified pharmacist; something we 
are all proud of.

Jenny was unsuccessful in getting on to the pharmacy 
course at first time of asking, but refused to take no for an 
answer and enrolled at Cardonald College to improve her 

qualifications.  At the same time she was able to work part 
time in pharmacy.  At the second attempt she was accepted 
to study pharmacy at Robert Gordon University, Aber-
deen, and has gone from strength to strength since then; 
short-listed for two national pharmacy awards and com-
pleting her studies and training with flying colours.  

Along the way she was even able to find time to achieve 
her fourth Dan Black Belt in Taekwondo, compete at two 
Commonwealth Championships for Scotland in the sport 
(taking the silver medal in India 2011) and work as a 
Taekwondo instructor.  She was a baton-bearer during the 
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow—bringing pride to her 
home town of Newton Mearns—and won a bodybuilding 
competition in Cumbria in 2018.

Friendly, resourceful and enthusiastic, we always had great 
faith in Jenny and knew she would take to the community 
of Back and we are delighted that she is extending her stay.  
Her partner Jack is a big factor in this; he has been highly 
supportive of Jenny’s career move and shown great com-
mitment by making the move with her.  And now that they 
know they are staying put, Jack—a personal trainer—will 
be on a mission to make the island that wee bit fitter!

Back Pharmacy: new pharmacist is here to stay

It all started when the lop-sided oil rig Transocean Winner was 
towed into Broad Bay and my wife was able to follow the 
ever-changing groups of attendant tugs on Ships AIS. The 
rig became a regular fixture for about two months, before 
she left, delicately straddling the heavy load ship Hawk, and 
the bay was left empty. After that, when the weather was 
bad, we got in the habit of looking to see if there was a ship 
sheltering from the rigours of the Minch. Then a year ago I 
thought it might be interesting to see just how many ships 
came into the bay. Now, a year on, my record shows that no 
fewer 63 ships are on the list; that is an average of about one 
every six days.

The first entry on the list shows three ships sheltering on 17 
November 2017. These were the Wilson Cadiz, a cargo ship, 
the Irish fishing boat Atlantic Challenge, and a second cargo 
ship, Fri Brevik. I wonder if the crew of that vessel realised 
how close was their name to the nearest harbour? The At-
lantic Challenge was seen again on 27 January 2018, when no 
fewer than five ships, including three Irish fishing vessels, 
were anchored in the bay, with a further five sheltering off 
Tolsta. That was the night of a severe storm.

Three ships became almost regular visitors. The Coastguard 
tug Ievoli Black, anchored most often her visits on 7–8 Janu-
ary, 25–26 January, 12 April, 25 June, 9–11 July, 11–13 Septem-
ber, 25 September and 21–24 October meant she was there 
for no fewer than 14 days. Second came the Ronja Viking, the 
well-boat often to be seen in Stornoway and round the coast 
of the island, there for seven days, while the Sarnia Cherie, a 
regular visitor to Stornoway with oil, sheltered on six occa-
sions. Sister ships of the Ronja Viking, also anchored; these 
were the Ronja Pioneer, and Ronja Superior.

The longest stay of any vessel was by the Green Italia, a cargo 
ship registered in the Bahamas. She sat at anchor in the Bay 

from 6 to 15 October, not sheltering from any bad weath-
er, but simply waiting for orders. The second longest stay 
was by an Australian yacht, the Razorbill. She arrived on 14 
August, anchoring far in close to Coll sands. On 16 August 
she moved nearer to the Braighe, and remained there until 
21 August. Why she stayed for that length of time I do not 
know.

Over half of the ships were of three main types. There were 
12 fishing boats, mainly French and Irish, and the same num-
ber of fish farm vessels, such as the Ronja Viking, often seen 
in Stornoway and round the coast of Lewis. Eleven cargo 
ships anchored at various times through the year. They were 
registered in various countries: the Wilson Cadiz and Wilson 
Gdynia in Bermuda, Fri Brevik, Cyprus, Swami and Green 
Italia, Bahamas, Emuna, Norway, Krislin, Poland, Kapitan 
Sakharov and Mekhanik Krasnovskiy, both Russian.

Other ships which were seen included the Sarnia Cherie, one 
of the tankers which regularly bring oil to the island, the 
fishery cruiser Minna and the Northern Lighthouse Board’s 
Pharos and Pole Star.

Just in case anyone thinks that I sit all day watching if any-
thing is happening in Broad Bay, let me put these people’s 
minds at rest. The habit was soon formed of having a quick 
look every time I go into town—the view is so good that 
anyone not looking out over Coll Sands doesn’t know what 
they are missing, and whenever the forecast is bad then a 
quick look at a marine traffic website quickly shows if there 
is a ship out there. And at night you can see the anchor lights 
twinkling in the Bay, showing that we are providing a bit of 
shelter to those working on the high seas. 

Now, that’s real Loch a’ Tuath news!

Colin Tucker

Boats in the Bay



2626

Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office

20 Kenneth Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272
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Back in Time February 1949
Obituaries
We regret to record the death of Mr Norman Graham, 36 Vatisk-
er, which occurred some time ago at the ripe age of 81 years. Mr 
Graham who had been in ill health for a number of years, was 
a member and beadle in the Free Church Congregation of Back 
for a long period. On his retirement from the beadleship he was 
presented by the congregation with a beautiful chair. He is sur-
vived by his widow, two sons, both married, one residing in the 
USA, and two daughters, the elder married in Stornoway.

The death of Mrs Annie Maciver, 42 Vatisker, took place some 
time ago in the Lewis Hospital, two days after admission. Mrs 
Maciver, previous to her marriage, was a nurse at Coulregrein 
House for 12 years. Owing to indifferent health she was con-
fined to the house for some time. She was predeceased by her 
husband less than 2 years ago. Of a kindly disposition and pos-
sessing many good qualities, she is survived by one son and two 
daughters, the elder of whom left home recently to complete her 
training in the nursing profession. To them and to her only sister 
Isabella, we extend our sympathy.

Many will learn with regret of the passing of Mr Duncan 
Mackay, at his home, 23 Back, at the early age of 29 years. One 
of the first to be called up, he was invalided out of the RNR in 
1940. Although he had been in indifferent health for some time, 
the news of his death came as a shock to many. His friendly 
personality and cheerful ways will be missed by everyone 
who knew him. His father, the late Mr Alex Mackay, and sister, 
Catherine, predeceased him some years ago. The funeral took 
place to Gress Cemetery and was largely attended. Our heartfelt 
sympathy is extended to his mother and sister and aunt at home 
and to his brother in the MN.

Wedding in Back Church
The wedding season for 1948 was brought to a close with a 
swing with the willing cooperation of Bacachs and Tongaichs 
at the wedding of Neil, third son of the late Neil Stewart and 
of Mrs Stewart, 10 Back, to Dolina, only daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Donald Macleod, New St, Back, and grand-daughter of the 
late Mrs Macdonald, 50 Tong, which took place on the 16th of 
December.

Married in Back Church by the Rev. A. Macleod, and given away 
by her elder brother, Finlay, the bride was radiantly lovely in a 
gown of heavy white figured satin with becoming sweetheart 
neck, and full sweeping skirt. Her beautifully embroidered long 
tulle veil was gathered to her hair by an unusual head-dress 
of traditional orange blossom and she carried a sheaf of white 
carnations. 

Her charming attendants were the groom’s cousin, Jessie Ann 
Stewart, his niece, Nan Maciver, and the pretty little train-bear-
ers were Cathie Ann Macleod, the bride’s niece and Christina 
Stewart, the groom’s niece. Mr Samuel Macleod, the bride’s 
brother, was the bestman. 

The prettiness of the bridesmaids’ dresses gave an added festive 
appearance to the Back Hall, already brightly decorated for the 
occasion. Jessie Ann wore a dress of white chiffon over taffeta, 
embroidered with blue motifs, and a head-dress of pink flowers, 
while Nan was dressed in white net over taffeta with pink head-
dress of flowers. They both carried bouquets of bronze chrysan-
themums, winter’s loveliest flowers. 

Blue organdie was just the thing to make a little girl look even 
more sweetly appealing, and Cathie Ann and Christina, both 
dressed alike, and carrying posies of mixed flowers drew admir-
ing comments from the guests, to which however they appeared 
quite oblivious—they were too interested in the important 
business on hand.

Among the many guests at the reception, held afterwards 
in Back Hall, was Pipe Major Maclean of Ballantrushal, who 
provided much of the music for dancing and who it is hoped 
enjoyed the wedding. He certainly got a handsome couple to 
pipe in to the Wedding March on his first visit there.

Because of the bride’s long association with Tong the good folk 
of ‘Steornabhagh Bheag’ turned out en masse to the wedding, 
and they all admitted, as the night wore on, that the Bacachs 
really know what goes to the making of a good wedding.

This feeling of harmony and pleasant companionship prevailed 
all throughout the wedding festivities, thanks to the good-hu-
moured assistance of the band of willing helpers and to the or-
ganising activity of the bride’s aunt, Mrs Macleod, who travelled 
from London to attend, and to Mrs Maciver, the groom’s sister.

Equally enjoyable ‘banais-tigh’ were held afterwards and it was 
with reluctance that one realised that all good things—even 
weddings, must come to an end.

No more practical evidence of the young couple’s popularity in 
the district need be asked than the exceptionally large number 
of presents received, and the many telegrams from all parts, 
bearing good wishes for the days ahead, in which the communi-
ty now joins.

A turquoise blue two-piece topped by a beaver lamb coat, and 
worn with tan accessories, was the bride’s choice for her go-
ing-away outfit.

Xmas Party
The kiddies of the junior classes of Back School had a grand day 
of it on Christmas Day when they were entertained to a Christ-
mas Party by the Ladies Committee of Back Hall.

About 70 children were present, and they were entertained to 
a programme of games, highlighted by the arrival of Santa, 
complete with the usual accoutrements, but with cheeks of a 
hue that Max Factor would certainly not have chosen as his own 
colouring!

Santa, purveyor of all good things, led the children in to tea, 
where they partook of plum pudding, tea, cakes, biscuits and 
sweets. Afterwards Santa, backed up by a gaily decorated 
Christmas Tree, handed out a little parcel to each.

Mr A. Matheson, schoolmaster, speaking on behalf of the 
children, thanked the Ladies Committee for their kindness in 
organising the party, and called for three cheers, which were 
readily and heartily given. 

Promoted Postmaster
It was with pleasure that his many friends in the Back district 
learned of the promotion of Mr John Murdo Macdonald to be 
postmaster at Carluke, Lanarkshire. Formerly Mr Macdonald 
was overseer at Johnstone. Mr Macdonald is a son of the late Mr 
and Mrs George Macdonald, 29 Coll, Back.

Whist Drive
The first of a series of whist drives was held in the Back Village 
Hall on Tuesday, 8th February. Mr G. Stewart was an efficient 
cardmaster, and prizes went to the following:- 

Ladies - 1 Mr W. Macleod, 2 Mr K. Macleod (both playing as 
ladies), consolation, Miss C. Nicholson

Gents - 1 Mr E. Morrison, 2 Mr J. Stewart, consolation, Mr N. 
Macleod. 

Tea was provided by Ladies Committee.

continued on page 29
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Back Free Church Baptisms

Pet Corner

Archie from NZ.
If Archie isn’t rolling around 
the bedclothes he’s sleeping in 
the laundry basket. Sent in by 
Cathie Macleod.

Right: Gem, Daisy and Kizzy
Gem, Daisy and Kizzy, current-
ly residing  with Joan Matheson 
a.k.a. The Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniel retirement home, sent 
by her grand children, Olivia, 
Abigail and Matthew

Sydney
Sydney, seen here on Vatisker beach, 
belongs to new pharmacy owner, 
David Dryden.

Oliver
Oliver a Bearded Collie is a new 
addition to the Daly family, 45 Coll.

Alasdair, Alexandra and Lydia Rose 
Maciver (Upper Coll)

Allan, Esther, Faith and Jennifer Kate 
Maclachlan

Fiona, Andrew and Grace Maciver (Gress)

(continued from page 27)
An equally enjoyable dance followed, but ow-
ing to unfavourable weather was not as largely 
attended as usual.

With Flying Colours
The new houses being built throughout the 
district came through the recent series of 
heavy gales well. They could hardly have been 
through a more severe test.

Thanks, Australia!
Mrs Catherine Macdonald, New St, Back, was 
one of the lucky recipients of an Australian food 
parcel sent to her through the courtesy of the 
British Legion Branch in Stornoway, who are 
dealing with the distribution of the parcels as 
they come in from Australia.

The Amber Light
A widespread scarcity of paraffin throughout 
the island last week made its effects felt in the 
district. Held up by bad weather, the oil tanker 
was delayed in getting to Stornoway, and pend-
ing her arrival, paraffin burners had to make the 
best of it, by using the precious fluid as sparing-
ly as possible.

Fires could not be coaxed to burn in the morn-
ings by giving them a little nip of paraffin, 
‘hungry’ weavers could not work as late as they 
might like, and the fire at twilight lost most of 
its romantic glow when it became a matter of 
necessity not choice, to leave the lamp unlit as 
long as possible to save the paraffin. But relief 
came at the beginning of the week when it 
was learned that the tanker had finally got to 
Stornoway.

This inconvenience makes it all the more desir-
able that the electricity supply should come our 
way as soon as possible. The quicker the better. 
Then, no lamps to trim, no mantles to replace, 
no paraffin to strain, just switch it on!
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The celebrations and the commemorations are now over and the 
New Year is no longer new.
The last few months have been different from others. Our minds 
have been taken up with looking back at grim episodes in our 
history. We have allowed ourselves to express the grief of what 
happened to our community just over 100 years ago. So much of 
it was so painful that silence was the protection. 
Fast forward to where we are now. We enter the turbulent final 
days of our exit from the European Union. We do so through 
debate, and while that is fierce, we can reflect and be thankful 
that it is across the debating table and not across the battlefield 
that the political battles are being fought.
It has been a winter unlike many winters of memory. As I write, 
there has been very little snow, very little frost and nothing 
worth calling a gale. I remember my granny telling me of the 
time the winter hay and corn for the animals was all blown 
away. That was a gale. No Lewis Crofters to buy feeding stuff 
from then and no money to buy it with anyway.
We worry what is going to happen to the freezer if the power 
goes off for a few hours. They didn’t have any power. Nothing 
to preserve food, apart from salt. 
I liked salt herring, haddock, mutton, etc., but I didn’t want it 
every day, although many did, and were thankful for it. We 
had plenty of our own potatoes to go with everything. We had 
planted them, fertilised them with the todhair from the ocrach, we 
had seen to the priceadh, tobhaigeadh, to the lifting, thankfully in 
my day, behind Calum Dan a’Pheel’s tractor, and the storing for 
the winter in the sabhal or in the slochd. By this time of year the 
best ones would be gone, we would be looking out sìol chur for 
spring planting and the rest would be added to the cow’s food. 
It was nice on a winter’s night to listen to the rain on the 
skylight, while we tried to make ourselves comfortable on our 
hay-filled mattresses. I don’t know if we were poorer than every-
one else, but I remember when we moved into my granny’s 
house after my grandfather died that the mattresses were made 

of hessian, and that after a while they 
became very lumpy and uncomfortable. 
They would then be replenished from the 
hay in the byre and for a short while they 
would be comfortable again. No modern 
mattress where it takes the shape of your body and then springs 
back again to where it was. Every week or two these ones had to 
be given a good shake to loosen up the lumps. 
Of course there was no warm floor once you were out of the bed. 
The ‘wax’, as we called linoleum, was cold on the feet on a frosty 
morning. I don’t think we had posh rugs, but my father used to 
make them. 
There was a wooden frame, in the shape and size of a rug. 
Hessian pulled tightly over it and with excess ‘bobban’ thread 
ochd fill ( wound from eight bobbans) in big balls, using a device 
called a ‘magic needle’, the threads were pushed through the 
hessian. It had a spring so it would come straight back out but 
left a loop of wool. He would follow a design he had chalked 
onto the hessian beforehand and after a few nights working at 
it we had a new rug. He would take the rug from the wooden 
frame and tack the hessian that had held it onto the frame round 
the back and we had a nice warm rug. No shops, just spare bob-
bans from the loom shed. 
My brother managed to get one of these needles on eBay a few 
years ago and made one or two for fun…an idea for someone? 
Those of us interested in our local history can look forward over 
the next couple of years to commemorating local events that 
happened a century ago. In Col Uarach, as in Gress, it will be 
good to find out how our villages were established as we know 
them. The first raids were 100 years next month and I’m interest-
ed to read Colin Tucker’s three-part series on this topic.
If anyone has letters, documents, information or even photos 
from that time we would be grateful to see and copy them. 
Much has been lost. It is important that future generations know 
the history of their forefathers. 

Happy New Year and welcome to the first weather watch of the 
2019. It’s a bumper column as we look back to aspects of 2018’s 
weather. We are currently under a deep area of high pressure 
across the Western Isles as I write this on 3 January. This is 
normally when we see the strongest storms hurtling across the 
Western Isles. 
There were some notable weather events in 2018 despite no real 
significant storms apart from the usual windy days. We had 
significant snowfall in February: the highest snowfall across the 
Western Isles since December 2010. May and June were extreme-
ly sunny and dry. However, one day in May (12 May) gave us 
an idea what was going to come later in the year, with 20 mm of 
rainfall occurring in one day. 
It was a disappointing year for thunderstorms with only one 
real thunderstorm event in July. September saw significant rain-
fall across the Western Isles, with Harris Quidnish experiencing 
43.2 mm of rainfall in 24 hours on 17 September, making it the 
wettest place in the UK. After prolonged spells of heavy rainfall, 
a landslide occurred on the main road between Lewis and Har-
ris, causing the road to be closed for a number of hours. 

November weather stats
With our last Weather Watch of 2018 coming out so early in 
December we didn’t have the data for November. Met Office 
information highlighted another spell of very dry weather. Only 
79.2 mm of rain fell during the course of the month, making 
it the driest November at the Stornoway Met Office site since 
November 1993 (63.6 mm). November also had 63.6 hours of 
sunshine. 

Storm Dierdre and the storm with no name 
On 15 December the Irish Met Office in conjunction with the 
UK named the fourth storm of the 2018/19 season Storm Deidre. 
This brought strong winds and freezing rain to the UK as the 
warm Atlantic air collided with cold air sitting over the UK. 
Freezing rain in the UK is rare. To put it simply, as precipitation 
falls from clouds it is frozen. In freezing rain, it hits a layer of 
warmer air and melts, but it will encounter colder surfaces on its 
way back down and will refreeze hard, which can cause signifi-
cant problems.  
Dubbed the storm with no name, on 18 December winds gusted 
70–80 mph across parts of the Western Isles. This caused some 
controversy over why the storm was not named, with people 
commenting that if it had occurred in other parts of the country 
it would have been named and warnings issued. There is no 
easy answer to this. It very much depends on the impacts, as 
well as the likelihood of the weather event occurring. The West-
ern Isles has a higher threshold for warnings being issued than 
other parts of the UK. If it was lower, we would get weather 
warnings all the time and it would take away from the signif-
icance of the warning when it was really needed and critical. 
Personally, I think we should have had a warning for this spell 
of windy weather. But granted it’s not an easy job the Met Office 
do. 
If you like reading this column and would like Western Isles 
Weather forecasts without using social media, you can found us 
on our Blog: https://westernislesweather.wordpress.com. You 
can find us on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram. 

Coinneach aig Baile

Weather Watch (with Richard Cooke)
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On 1 August 2017, Chris Lewis set off, with just a tent, to 
walk the entire UK coastline to raise money for the chari-
ty SSAFA. He started with zero funds and through sheer 
generosity and goodwill he managed to acquire some kit and 
equipment to get started.

Chris served with the 2nd Battalion Parachute Regiment and 
has had some challenging times since returning to civil-
ian life. As a single parent, Chris has been bringing up his 
daughter over the last 10 years and SSAFA helped him keep 
his head above water. ‘I honestly don’t know where I would 
be without their support’, says Chris. His goal is to raise 
£100,000 for the charity to help them continue the vital work 
they do with the Forces and their families. 

Along the way, Chris came across Jet and he rescued her. 
Now she won’t leave his side. Magz, our secretary, was de-
lighted to receive them both for afternoon tea as they passed 
through Gress before Christmas. Chris was also honoured 
to take part in the recent 
Iolaire commemorations at 
Holm. 

So far, Chris has raised 
over £53,000 for SSAFA. If 
you want to know more, 
find him on Facebook or 
check out his website: 
https://www.chriswalks.
com/

Chris Walks the UK

New Year’s day saw the arrival of twins at 8 Coll…twin 
Suffolk lambs that is! Congratulations to Murdie Maciver 
on the new additions to the flock. 

We are also delighted to welcome a new addition to the 
LATN family. Our typesetter Helen Smith and her husband 
Murdo welcomed their son Ben Christopher Robert, weigh-

ing 6lb 13oz on 4 January at Western Isles Hospital, a much 
anticipated wee brother for Eilidh (8) and Isla (5). They are 
utterly in love with him! The second of two New Year ba-
bies, the family made headlines across the island and even 
feature on the front cover of the latest edition of Events! 
Wishing them all the best and hoping they don’t have too 
many sleepless nights.

New Year arrivals


