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The Flying Scotsman

In this month’s issue:
History of the Land Raids Part 3  •  War of the Worlds  •  Bowls Champions

Plus:
Weather Watch, Pet Corner, Old Photos, Football Season 

Preview and much more!
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Who can believe it’s April 
already? Time seems to be fly-
ing by! As I write this in mid-
March, I’m looking forward to 
the clocks going forward and to 
lambing starting imminently. Well, look-
ing forward to it with an almost equal 
sense of dread…it’s good when it starts 
but it’s even better when the last lamb 
is born! April also sees a late Easter this 
year (and Passover if you are Jewish). 
Easter Sunday is not until 21 April. Why 
does the date change every year?

The date of Easter is determined by the 
lunisolar calendar. It marks the end of 
the 40-day period of Lent, during which 
those who observe the festival abstain 
from everyday luxuries. You will often 
hear of people giving up things like 
chocolate or wine for Lent. 

This year we are seeing the latest Easter 
since 2011, when it was on 24 April. Like 
Diwali and the Jewish festival of Rosh 
Hashanah, Easter is moveable. On the 
Gregorian calendar it can vary every 
year. Easter Sunday falls on the first 
Sunday after the first full moon after the 
vernal equinox in March. So, this year 
the equinox (when the centre of the sun 
is directly above the equator) is on 20 
March and the next full moon after it is 
19 April, and therefore Easter Sunday 
is the first Sunday after this full moon, 
which is Sunday 21 April. Got it?!

And why do we celebrate it with choco-
late eggs? They are traditionally sym-
bolic of rebirth and new life, which 
makes sense as Easter, for Christians, is 
a celebration of the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ three days after he was cruci-
fied, as outlined in the New Testament. 
The three days are marked nowadays 
from Good Friday until Easter Sunday, 
and you may be lucky enough to work 

somewhere that will 
give you a long week-
end off. 

The other food syn-
onymous with Easter 
is the hot cross bun, 
and we’ve got a great 
recipe for you to try 
in this issue. Not just 
a random food, the 

spiced bun is traditionally eaten on Good 
Friday, marking the end of Lent, with the 
cross representing the crucifixion and the 
spices in the recipe signifying the spices 
used to embalm Jesus at burial. 

Enjoy your eggs and buns while reading 
our egg-citing (sorry, I had to!) April 
issue. Herein, we have the third and 
final part of Colin Tucker’s series on 
the land raids of Upper Coll and Gress, 
which happened 100 years ago. We have 
a report from Vatisker actress Rachel 
Kennedy or her recent starring role 
in War of the Worlds, the ‘best show 
ever put on in Stornoway’. We have 
an entertaining report on the culmina-
tion of the winter bowls competitions, 
and something altogether very different 
from Magz Macleod, who was enlisted 
to do a photoshoot of a very special 
motorcycle (which you can see on the 
front cover) with strong connections to 
her and to the island. 

Finally, thank you to all who took part 
in our reader survey. We are busy collat-
ing the responses and will have a report 
on the findings in the next issue. 

Happy Easter to you all.

Jayne   

 www.facebook.com/LochaTuathNews

 @lochatuathnews

 instagram.com/lochatuathnews

Cover image courtesy Impact Imagz
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Back
Bereavements
We regret to record the passing of Mrs 
Catherine Macleod (nee Murray) on 
21 February aged 88 years. Catriona 
Ruairidh Uisdein, whose marital home 
was in Giffnock, spent her formative 
years at 9 Back prior to the family's 
move to 30 Upper Coll. Her husband 
John (Iain a' Mhinisteir) is the son of 
the late Rev. Alexander Macleod (Back 
Free Church minister, 1947–1954). 
Catriona was a regular visitor to her 
sister Seonag in Gearraidh Ghuirm; 
her most recent visit to her home dis-
trict was last summer. In their sad loss 
we extend our sympathy to John, their 
sons Alistair and Roderick, daugh-
ter Joan and to her sisters Anna and 
Seonag. Catriona was predeceased by 
another son Ian Murdo a few years 
ago. 

We also offer our sympathy to Calum 
MacMillan, 40 Back, following the 
sudden passing of his sister Mary 
in Edinburgh. Mary was a retired 
teacher of English and Guidance. She 
was the younger daughter of Seumas 
Chaluim 'an Bhàird, late of 35 Vatisker 
and Anna Tuileabain, late of 14 Gress. 
Mary's funeral took place at Kirkcaldy 
Free Church on 4 March. Calum's only 
other sister Anne passed away a few 
years ago. 

A similar message of condolence is 
sent to Mrs Margaret Ann Maciver 
and family at Corrodale, 31 Back. 
Margaret Ann's mother Mary Kate 
Steele passed away peacefully at her 
home in Lochboisdale, South Uist on 
21 February aged 79 years.

On the Beat
We extend our warmest congratula-
tions to Paul Sturrock who passed 
out from the Scottish Police College at 
Tulliallan on 8 March. His first posting 
is to Wick. Paul is the son of Angus 
and Donna Sturrock, Inverness and a 
grandson of the late John Angie and 
Mairead Anna Maciver, 7 Back.

Vatisker
New Correspondent

A huge welcome to Katy Graham (5 
Catherine Hill), who has come on board 
as the new Vatisker Correspondent. 
Please help her out by sending all 
your news (birthdays, engagements, 

weddings, anniversaries, special 
achievements, bereavements, etc.). 
Her email address is katygraham_96@
hotmail.co.uk. Welcome to the LATN 
team Katy!

Coll
95th Birthday

Special birthday wishes go to Catherine 
Morrison (nee Macdonald, formerly of 
87 Coll), who celebrated her 95th birth-
day on 28 February in Dun Eisdean 
Care Home, Stornoway.  A beautiful 
birthday cake was baked by the Dun 
Eisdean staff. 

Bereavements

Our sympathy goes to Carol and 
Calum Maciver (66 Coll) on the pass-
ing of Carol’s brother, Finlay Maclean. 
His wife Joan and the rest of the family 
are in our thoughts, as are cousins Ian 
and Isma Maclean (43 Coll), Calum 
and Lorraine and family (Lyndonlea) 
and his sister-in-law Ishbal, Ian and 
family (42a Coll). 

Our sympathy also goes to Kennag, 
Angus and family (60 Coll) on the 
passing of Kennag’s mother, Ishbal 
Graham (a’ Lowan), late of Tong and 
Upper Coll. Her sister-in-law Catriona 
Mackintosh and all her extended fam-
ily, friends and relatives are also in our 
thoughts at this sad and difficult time. 

In Hospital

Best wishes for a speedy recovery to 
Chrissie Gordon, who is, at the time of 
writing, in the Western Isles Hospital. 
We do hope it won't be too long until 
you are home with Duncan and the 
family.

New Adventures

Good luck to Stuart Macdonald (40a), 
who has left for Catterick. No doubt 
Back FC will miss their top scorer with 
the new season looming. The football 
club’s loss is the British Army’s gain!

Gress
Get Well Wishes

We are pleased to report that Catriona 
Fairburn (Glen) has made good pro-
gress following her surgery and Rosie 
Macleod (10) is recovering at home 
after her surgery. 

We hope that Calum Macrae, Marina 

and Calum’s son (Garage), will get 
well soon and that he will be able to 
go back to school. He is greatly missed 
in his football team. We send our best 
wishes to them all and include Ellie 
Macdonald, who has been in hospital. 

21st Birthday

A special 21st birthday was celebrat-
ed by Mairi Maclennan (14) on 21 
February. Belated wishes to you Mairi.

Condolences

We extend our sincere sympathy to 
Sandra and Norman Smith and fam-
ily (6) on the passing of her brother 
Murdo Thompson in Kirkintilloch, late 
of Aird Tong. Our thoughts are with 
the family and sisters.

We also send our condolences to 
Seumas Iain and Mairi and family (32) 
following the passing of Mairi’s uncle 
Norman Macleod from Arnol on 17 
March. 

Double Congratulations

David Davidson, grandson of Oighrig 
(no. 38), passed out with the London 
Fire Brigade on 15 March at Harrow 
Fire Training Centre. He will be based 
at Heston and Isleworth Fire Station, 
Hounslow, as he continues his training 
‘on the job’. Well done David! London 
Fire Brigade is lucky to have you.

In the February column we recorded 
that Katherine Murray, 37 Gress, had 
entered the Tulliallan Police College. 
We are delighted to say that she has 
now passed out from the college and 
that her first appointment with the 
Police Service is in Aberdeen. We send 
her our congratulations and best wish-
es in her new career.

Tong
New Baby

Congratulations to Norman and Dena 
Ferguson (67a Newmarket) on the 
birth of their son Calum Dan Ferguson 
on 26 February. Calum Dan is a new 

As Na 
Bailtean
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 David Davidson (Gress)

 Catherine Morrison (Coll)

A,.s na Bailtean Pictures

Katherine Murray (Gress) 

New Careers

Calum Dan Ferguson (Tong) 

Evelyn Campbell, 1B Upper Coll,  
born 14 February 2019 (see March issue)

 Paul Sturrock (Back)

New Babies

Golden Wedding Celebration

Golden Wedding

Christine and Calum Iain Graham, Brunish, Upper Coll
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grandson for Jean and the late Calum 
Murdo (Ted), previously 5 Aird Tong, 
and for Dan and Norma Ferguson, 
66a Newmarket. He’s a wee smasher! 

Village Condolences 

We extend our sincere sympathy to 
the family of Mrs Ishbal Graham, 
who passed away in Bethesda. We 
especially remember her sons John 
and Iain, and daughters Shona, 
Chrisell and Kennag, as they mourn 
their precious mother. We remember 
her beloved grandchildren and her 
brother Kenny at this difficult time. 
We also remember the extended fam-
ily. 

Obituary

Our sympathy goes to the family of 
Murdo Alexander Thomson (Murdo 
Eva), who passed away in the Marie 
Curie Hospice in Glasgow on 20 
February 2019 at the age of 71, after 
a short illness. He is survived by his 
wife Moira, daughter Pauline, hus-
band Gordon and granddaughters 
Mia and Cara, and also younger son 
Scott. Murdo and Moira had lived in 
‘Kirkie’, or Kirkintilloch to give it its 
full title, for 46 years.

Murdo was brought up at 32 Aird 
Tong and then moved to 8 Ford 
Terrace following Eva's marriage to 
Alexander (Robin) MacMillan. Like 
many island boys, on leaving Lews 
Castle College Murdo served his time 
in the Clyde shipyards of Barclay & 

Curles and Yarrows before going to 
sea. He sailed with P&O and Trident 
Tankers and O.I.L. in the North Sea, 
ultimately becoming Chief Engineer, 
before coming ashore and work-
ing for Aggreko Gensets, where he 
became the Senior Service Engineer. 
LATN readers travelling to Glasgow 
will be familiar with the large dis-
used shipyard crane dominating the 
skyline at Whiteinch, which was the 
site of Barclay & Curle's shipyard.

Following his retirement in 2004 he 
became involved with the restoration 
of the VIC 72, one of the very last of 
the famous Clyde puffers which is 
laid up in Inveraray. The VIC 72 is 
the actual puffer, better known as the 
Vital Spark, which we all became very 
familiar with on the TV series Para 
Handy.

We also extend our sympathy 
to Murdo's sisters Norma (Elgin), 
Sandra (Gress), Carol (Blantyre) and 
Irene (Ayr). 

Contributed by Norman Smith

Congratulations and Best Wishes 

We send our best wishes to David 
Nicolson who starts a new job as 
third engineer with Zurich Container 
Company. We are thinking of his dad 
Iain, as he has been unwell recently. 
We wish him a complete recovery. 
We ae also thinking of others from the 
village who have been very unwell 
and are receiving treatment. Wishing 

you all speedy and full recoveries. 

Upper Coll
Golden Wedding 

Congratulations to Calum Iain and 
Christine Graham who recently cel-
ebrated their golden wedding anni-
versary with family and friends at 
Bruinish, Upper Coll. The couple were 
married at Stornoway Free Church 
on 19 February 1969 by Rev. Murdo 
Macritchie. The reception was held 
in the Crown Hotel, Stornoway. The 
best man was the groom’s late broth-
er, John Angie, and the bridesmaids 
were the groom’s sister Jessie and the 
bride’s friends Deen Finlayson and 
Maureen Macleod. Her niece, Wilma 
Fairclough, was the flower girl and 
the bride was given away by her 
brother Alex Cumming.

Bereavement

We send our sincere condolenc-
es to the family of the late Ishbal 
Graham, who passed away peace-
fully in Bethesda Hospice after a long 
illness on Tuesday 12 March aged 
82 years. Ishbal, her late husband 
John Angie and family spent many 
years in Upper Coll at no. 46 and no. 
21 before moving to Stornoway. We 
also remember her cousin Christine 
Morrison and family (no. 4) as they 
mourn Ishbal’s passing. Ishbal and 
Christine who were first cousins were 
brought up like sisters.

Iain and Seordag in their pram 
with parents Iain (a'Lally) 
 and Katie Macdonald

70th Birthday
Congratulations to Iain 
Macdonald, 20 Broadbay View 
(Iain Beag a' Lally), and his 
twin sister Georgina (Seordag) 
Mackenzie who celebrated their 
70th birthdays on 22 March. 
Their attempts to keep the big 
day quiet were thwarted by 
their families who organised 
a surprise party for them in 
Edinburgh. Best wishes to you 
both.
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Early in February, I had a 
call from my nephew, Jimmy 
Campbell, originally from 
Branahuie (grandson of Seumas 
Sgarraidh, 3 Branahuie, well 
known to footballers through-
out the island in the post-war 
era as the goalkeeper for Point 
FC), asking if I would be inter-
ested in doing a photo shoot for his publication, 56°N, 
Scotland's Motorcycle Magazine. The shoot involved pho-
tographing a recently restored vintage motorcycle at 
various spots throughout the island and was to be con-
ducted as a 'secret mission' as the restored bike was a 
surprise gift for Jimmy's father, Iain Don Campbell (2 
Branahuie).

With the promise of a glorious sunrise, we started the 
day's shoot at Coll beach, where the rising sun and 
beautiful tones in the sky, along with the stunning views 
of the beach, provided a perfect backdrop for the bike. 
The very first shot taken ended up on the front cover of 
the magazine, and was subsequently picked up by Moto 
Guzzi and shared extensively on their website and social 
media pages. It went viral! After taking a few more shots 
at Coll, we took the bike up to Ness to be photographed 
at the Butt of Lewis. By this time, the blue skies and sun-
shine were replaced by racing clouds and snow show-
ers. These provided the opportunity to photograph the 
bike with a backdrop of some dramatic skies. 

From Ness, we then proceeded to Gearannan and, with 
permission, took some more photographs in the middle 
of the blackhouse village. With its empathetic design 
details, one onlooker remarked that the motorbike 
looked as if it was at home amidst the stone built and 
thatched restored homes of a bygone era. The day's 
shoot ended in Harris against a backdrop of the sun set-
ting just beyond Northton. 

The bike rebuild started off as a garage project over the 
winter of 2017–18, with my nephew stripping the bike 
to its bare bones to get it ready to relive a life that the 
1980s styling was aching for. Originally a Moto Guzzi 
V65 Florida first registered in 1986, the bike made the 
perfect foundation for a restoration and redesign. 

The bike was transported from Branahuie to James's 
home in Abercrombie in fish boxes in the back of a van. 
His plan was to customise the bike without his father's 
knowledge, and get it back to him for his birthday. James 
contacted JM Customs in Perth and ‘Project X’ began.

The overall design was inspired by the flat trackers and 
scramblers of the 1960s and 70s, an era that his father, 
Iain Don, was well acquainted with. In those days bikes 
were generally cobbled together from whatever parts 
were available. The ‘scrambler’ style was common as 
bikers learnt the parts they needed to build the bike. As 
a professional welder himself with many years’ experi-
ence in both Arnish and at various yards throughout 
Britain and internationally, Iain Don was no stranger 
to chopping things up and sticking them back together 
again, but his son intended that this bike would be 
rebuilt to an altogether higher standard than his father 
expected.

James Moir at JM Customs is well known for sharing his 
work on social media, but he had to keep the secret until 
the delivery of the bike was made. He said, ‘The concept 
was to create a vintage look with modern capabilities. 
The build had to look classy, like an antique that folk 
would say must have cost a pretty penny when you 
look at it’. 

It is without doubt some of the best work that has been 
done at JM Customs.

Every original part was available and a lot of parts were 
reused, renewed and others set aside. Overall, the bike 
was in good shape but running a little rough. It was in 
need of a good clean up before the cutting and grinding 
began. 

There is a lot of new technology on the bike now and 
some traditional styling touches thrown in to capture 
the culture and essence of the theme. From front to back 
the custom touches are endless. Some are obvious, like 
the new front end with K7 GSXR 750 USD forks, but 
others are more subtle, like the machined spacers for 
the front discs, hand-made mudguards and mounting 
brackets, the steering stops and the leather fasteners 
with brass closures instead of plastic cable ties. 

The most striking elements are the paintwork and 
upholstery. The metallic British racing green on the 
1981 Suzuki GS850 tank set the tone against the leather 

The Flying

Scotsman
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and Harris Tweed seat and side bags designed by JM 
Customs and made by Viking Motorcycle Seats. In a fur-
ther tribute to Jimmy's father, a hint of Campbell tartan 
blends in with the British Racing Green colour scheme. 
The titanium wrap for the pipes suits the style so well 
it looks like it came with the upholstery. The side bags 
are where the battery box covers would usually be. They 
fit the profile of the bike perfectly and don’t impede the 
rider in any way.

The final touches on the tanks were done by Aaron De la 
Haye, who airbrushed the name of the bike, The Flying 
Scotsman, in an antique-style sign, and also gave the 
fuel cap an aged brass look.

The Flying Scotsman is a name steeped in myth that 
has lived on well beyond the heyday of the steam train 
which originally carried the name. It carries a mystique 
of its own, which perfectly suited this stunning motor-
bike.

As a family, we may be biased but this is one of the 
most stunning motorbikes we have seen in a very long 
time. This opinion was validated at the beginning of 
March, where the Flying Scotsman was exhibited, and 

awarded the trophies for Best Retro Custom Bike and 
Best in Show at the Scottish Motorcycle Show, held in 
Edinburgh, despite being up against very stiff compe-
tition in an exhibition attended by thousands of bike 
enthusiasts.

Magz Macleod

Adapted with permission from 56°N, Scotland’s Motorcycle 
Magazine, February 2019. All photos courtesy Impact 

Imagz.

Having experienced disappointment last season in not 
bringing silverware back to Upper Coll and not really 
making much progress except for seeing a good crop of 
young players coming through the ranks, Dano and I are 
optimistic about the season ahead given some of the excel-
lent performances these young players put in last season.

After our success in the winning the winter league at 
the end of 2018, the 2019 pre-season started with a clear-
the-air talk, during which lots of things were discussed. 
Training began in the first week in January with a new set 
up where we took in an outside trainer to take the Monday 
night sessions. This seemed to work very well and with a 
healthy turnout every week the guys were showing signs 
of reaching good fitness levels very early on.

There has been a bit of movement on the player front, 
where we have strengthened by adding Colin Macritchie 
(Titch) and Robert Mackenzie, and welcoming back Ross 
Hall and Campbell Macdonald  after long injuries. Along 
with the current crop of excellent under-18s, the squad is 
looking a lot stronger than previous years. On the down-
side we have lost Gordy Maciver who has opted to play 
for his home team Lochs, and Ali Tolsta Maciver, who 
has taken a premature retirement package. As you know 
from the Coll news, Stuart Macdonald has departed 
these shores to join the British Army, and we wish him 
all the best from the club. You can see the other player 
profiles on our Facebook page. 

Everybody has put in a power of work in the pre-season 
and fitness levels are looking good. The players are now 
itching to get going and looking forward to the season 
ahead.

From a management view point we are hoping to be 
challenging at the top end of the table this year with a 
couple of good cup runs thrown in where we would 
hope to bring a bit of silverware back to Upper Coll after 
a few barren years. 

Bomie

Back FC’s first home game of the 2019 season is versus Broad 
Bay rivals Point FC on 12 April. Starting the season with 
a bang! 

Back FC Season Preview 2019

Aonghas Campbell from ACES Electrical presented the club with six footballs for use in the new season. The club is very grateful for this sponsorship
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NORRIE'S GARAGE
 Cars and Commercial Servicing and Repairs 

 MOT  Tyres  

 Wheel Alignment & Wheel Balancing 

 Large Stock of Truck and Trailer Parts 

TEL: 01851 705398
Email: info@norriesgarage.co.uk

43 BELLS ROAD, STORNOWAY

ISLE OF LEWIS HS1 2RL

GOOD RANGE OF 
TYRES IN STOCK



9

monument more lasting than bronze’. Robert 
Burns could truthfully have said that. 

At the present time, on this side of the ocean, 
lies are in great demand. Sadly we are in 
a time of deceit where telling the truth is a 
revolutionary act. I know it is not so in Sgire 
a’ Bhac. 

Burns knew where humanity’s true value 
lay:

 Princes and Lords are but the breath of 
kings

 An honest man is the noblest work of God.

He took great delight in exposing hypocrites 
and the ‘holier than thou’ crowd:

 O ye wha are sae guid yersel,

 Sae pious and sae holy, 

 Ye’ve naught tae do but mark and tell,

 Your neighbours faults and folly.

He was a feminist centuries before the word 
was created. He also truly and often loved 
the ladies:

 Auld Nature swears, the lovely Dears 

 Her noblest work she classes, O:

 Her prentice han’ she tried on man, 

 An’ then she made the lasses, O.

He was an environmentalist from its onset. 
He wrote with love and compassion to the 
lowly Daisy and the wee mouse. Often quot-
ed is ‘The best laid schemes o’ Mice an’ Men, 
Gang aft agley, An’ lea’e us nought but grief 
an’ pain, For promis’d joy!’

I tend to wax long about Burns, but I feel I 
have said enough. Maybe you will find space 
for this long letter in your very fine journal. 

All the very best, Yours for ‘Auld Lang Syne’

Dr Duncan Murray (Donnchadh a' Ghoba)

Hinton, AB, Canada

It is time I wrote to Loch a Tuath 
News again; to commend you 
on your fine publication and to 
praise its new Editor! It keeps 
improving every year and I 
know you will win the Highland 
Publication award for 2018! 
Brother Neil from ‘The Anvil’ 
sends it monthly and I eagerly 
await it. I enjoy it all, but espe-
cially ‘Coinneach aig Baile’ with 
his vivid recollections of life as 
I too knew it. Four of my best 
pals at school were from Col 
Uarach so I went there often. We 
remained dear friends—they 
were Eachainn a’ Stal, John Angie 
Bruce, John Murdo Iain Beag and 
Seoras a’ Pheel. 

Thank you too for the fine Iolaire 
supplement. It complemented 
the great book The Darkest Hour, 
which I read recently. My gen-
eration was also enveloped in the 
Great Silence which descended 
on the island, as well as the pro-
found and unspeakable grief. I 
know some, but it was very little. 

Your editorial Fàilte is always 
worth reading and you really 
enlightened us about St Andrew, 
our national saint. But I really 
want to talk about a real Scot, 
Robert Burns, our National Bard 
and one of the few International 
Poets.

I’m sorry you don’t care much for 
poetry or Burns. We are not all 
the same—thank goodness.

Burns was an ardent Freemason 
and the Stornoway Burns Night 
was always celebrated at the 
Masonic Lodge. My dear moth-
er was an ardent freekirker. She 
didn’t like Freemasons so Burns 
suffered as well! I never celebrat-
ed Burns in Lewis! 

As I grew up and became more 
secular I became a dedicated stu-
dent of Burns and his poetry; a 
lifelong admirer and celebrant. 
I have given many toasts at 
Burns suppers, from the ‘Toast 

to the Twa Lands’ (Scotland and 
Canada), ‘Toast to the Immortal 
Memory’ and even recitals of 
Tam o’Shanter—the greatest epic 
poem of all time (maybe I exag-
gerate a bit!).

The poetry of my youth was lim-
ited to the beautiful Gaelic songs 
composed by my neighbour 
‘Frulik’.

Burns was neither saint nor sin-
ner. He was very human with 
more than his share of faults. 
He lived life more intensely than 
most. His life was cut far too short 
by one of the illnesses of pov-
erty—rheumatic fever. I think he 
believed 'That a crowded hour of 
glorious life is worth an age with-
out a name'. It is amazing that 
this peasant, born in a humble 
cottage, always struggling with 
poverty and snatching scraps of 
learning wherever he could find 
it, became the greatest Scottish 
poet of all time and only one of a 
few universal poets. He was truly 
a genius. His poetry and songs 
appeal to the man in the street, 
wherever that street may be. His 
songs cover life, with its joys and 
sorrows, as it was in his time and 
as it still is.

These are songs of love and lust, 
songs of sainthood and sin, songs 
of drink and despair. His songs 
of liberty will endure for all time. 

A Roman poet said proudly of 
how own songs ‘I have built a 

Letter to 
the Editor

On the importance of Burns
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Thank you to everyone who helped to make this 
year's International Women’s Day celebrations 
another successful event. The weather wasn’t 
the greatest, but that didn’t deter people from 
joining us for an afternoon of activities and 
catching up.

A big thank you to Tighean Innse Gall for 
sponsoring the event and Sgoil a’ Bhac parent 
council who organised the amazing lunches.  
As well as all the fun activities and workshops 
and the incredible collection of artwork on dis-
play we also raised a fabulous £217 for Western 
Isles Women’s Aid from the raffle.

Next up, we have the Easter holidays and crazy 
golf will be back for a few days followed by a 
netball holiday camp. The end of the holidays 
sees the start of the football season with our 
first match played at home on Friday 12 April 
against Point FC. 

On Saturday 20 April Macmillan Cancer 
Support will be hosting Fun Day at the centre 
to raise vital funds for the charity. 

Finally, just to make sure you don’t over
indulge in the chocolate eggs, Gordon will 
be back with another free health and well-being 
assessment on Saturday 27 April. This is a follow-up 
to our January New Year event, so if you missed it or 
have been working hard to improve your fitness since 
January make sure you pop along and get your free 
assessment.

New blocks of Boogie Bounce and Gordon’s keep-fit 
classes will start again after the Easter holidays and 
Jack Renfrew is running a new ladies weight training 
group on a Monday night.

Back Footbal l and Recreation Club - What's on in April? 

Dates for your diary:
Boogie Bounce Mondays or Wednesdays (drop-ins 

may be available, call Alex to book 
07435643491)

Keep Fit                        Tuesdays 7pm or Thursdays 10am 
new block starts after Easter Holidays.

Beginner's Bowls Fridays, 1—2.30pm (£1)
Back Art Together 20 April, 10.30am

Book Club 25 April, 7pm
Rainy Day Bike Club Thursdays, 12–3pm (term-time only)

Island Archers Wednesdays, 7—9pm
Ladies’ Weights          Mondays  7–8pm

Netball Camp              4 & 5 April
Crazy Golf                    1–3 April, 10–1pm

NHS Healthy Weighs Wednesday 24 April, 7pm
Macmillan Fun Day    Saturday 20 April 2–4pm

If you’d like to find out more about any of the activities 
happening at Back FC and Rec. Club please contact Terri 
on 01851 820745 or visit our website www.backfrc.org.uk

 2018 
Bowls 
Singles 
Champion 
James 
Macleod

Haggis Cup 
winners 

John 
Macaskill 

and Malky 
Macleod 
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League Championship

Despite 5 months of bowling, this year’s enthral-
ling league championship went right to the wire. 
Throughout the season Peter O’Donnell, Malky 
Macleod, Terry Condie and Calum Iain Macdonald 
were bunched tighter than George Macaskill’s wallet, 
but come the final evening it was Ian Macleod who had 
sneaked his way to top spot.

The final night was an anti-climax compared to the 
excitement of previous weeks as Ian was absent due to 
his wife taking ill and it was left to Peter O’Donnell to 
rob him of his deserved title. All Peter had to do was 
win his final two matches but that would be harsh on 
Ian so fate ensured that Peter played poorly, or bottled 
it as some might say. Either way the title was deserv-
edly Ian’s for the first time in his career. I bet his wife 
was glad as she would never have heard the end of it 
if he had lost.

Back Singles Champion

If slipping up in the league was painful then Peter 
O’Donnell was on course for more misery in the singles 
competition. This is the most sought-after trophy of the 
year and a full house showed that every member of the 
club was determined to claim it.

On one side of the draw 2017 champion James Macleod 
was beating all comers on his impressive run to the 
final. Last year’s champion Ian Macleod was his quar-
ter-final victim before stalwart and 2016 champion Cab 
Stewart bravely gave way in the semi-final.

On the other side it looked like Terry Condie was all 
set for the semi-final when a superb shot in the last end 
from Peter O’Donnell saw the tie go to an extra end 
where Peter completed his dramatic comeback to go 
through to meet Calum Iain Macdonald. The semi-final 
was more straightforward, but Calum Iain could not 
haul back the good start made by his opponent.

So the final was between the 2014 and 2017 champions, 
but while a close match was expected James Macleod 
steam-rollered Peter, who could only stand and admire 
the skill of the young butcher. It was an impressive per-
formance and gave James his third title in four years. 
Watching enviously at the side was the injured Duncan 
Maclean who will surely be back to form next year. 

All the lads would like to pass on their best wishes to 
Bob Ferguson, who suffered a heart attack the day after 
the Haggis tournament. From here on in the tourna-
ment will be known as the Salad Trophy to avoid any 
potential litigation.

I should mention that the Haggis was won by the 
dynamic duo John Macaskill and Malky Macleod, who 
defeated Peter O’Donnell’s team. It should be pointed 
out that while Peter seems to be the perennial runner 

up in this report he has had a terrific 

season so please do not pity him. Well just a little bit 
maybe!

Titan trophy

The final Saturday tournament saw the Titan trophy 
up for grabs. This round-robin affair was greatly antici-
pated, although numbers were down on last year and it 
ended up being pairs rather than triples. The aim was 
still the same, win your group by winning your matches 
by as many shots as possible.

It became clear early on that the juggernaut pairing of 
Cab Stewart and Nigel Powers was intent on smashing 
everyone in their path as they went undefeated and held 
a hefty shot lead should anyone match their points total. 
Only Peter O’Donnell and Jackie Macleod had any hope 
but this was quickly doused as Cab and Nigel won their 
last match by 18 shots.

The other group was tighter and went right to the wire. 
Terry Condie’s team looked the early favourites but 
slipped up in the last match. Last year’s winners Malky 
Macleod and Mary finished strongly after a bad start 
and so we had two teams watching the last end of the 
last match with everything still up for grabs.

In that match was Dan Macmillan and Janette Ramsay 
who were blissfully unaware that their last bowls would 
take them into the final by virtue of the best shot differ-
ence. Malky and Terry could only curse their respective 
poor start and finish as Dan drew another shot and 
sneaked into the final.

Lady luck had shone on Cab and Nigel for most of the 
day, but she must have nipped out for a smoke along 
with Terry Condie as the lads struggled to recapture 
their early form. Janette was in impervious form as she 
paved the way for Dan with some lovely bowls. Cab 
and Nigel just couldn’t find a chink in their armour 
and so the final trophy of the year, the mighty Titan, 
left Back for Stornoway in the safe hands of Janette, 
who was simply thrilled at winning.

Bowls Update

Titan trophy winners Dan Macmillan and Janette Ramsay 
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Sgoil a’ Bhac
Sensory Day

EP1/2 planned and organised a sensory activity after-
noon. They made huge ice blocks and had to rescue the 
cars that were stuck in the ice. Liam enjoyed playing in 
the shave foam and making sail boats in the water play 
was very popular. Family and friends joined us for this 
event and everyone had lots of fun.

Buddy Reading

This term EP7 and EP1/2 are enjoying sharing stories 
in the cheerful library at Back School. P7 pupils read to 
two buddies; books are chosen by the younger pupils. 

Scholastic Bookfair 

GP6/7 planned and managed the Scholastic Book fair in 
February. We were encouraged to demonstrate respon-
sibility, show initiative and use problem-solving skills 
by each taking on a specific ‘job’ within the running and 
planning of the Book Fair. We were given job profiles—
from accountants to display specialists, managers to 
browsing supervisors—and we had to apply for the jobs 
that interested us by submitting an application form/a 
CV and a cover letter. We had to be interviewed for the 
positions which was excellent fun. We were delighted 
with our sales which came to a total of £816.01, which 
gave us 60% rewards. This leaves us with £489.61 to 
spend on books for our school library. 

Coastguard visit

On Friday 22 February EP3/4 went on a school visit to the 
Coastguard in Stornoway. We were met by David Smith, 
who shared his knowledge and experiences of the 
fabulous work that the coastguards do. The 
class was then split into two groups 
and each got to experience the 
work that is done in the opera-
tions room, including a live 
link-up to the Coastguard in 
Belfast and downstairs they 
got to look at all the lifesav-
ing equipment that is used 
during rescues and even got 
to sit in the different vehicles 
and put on the sirens! A fun 
time was had by all.

Class visitor

Mr Campbell came to 
speak to us about trans-
port and the work he does. 

He told us about some very 
large ships he’s worked on 

and we got the chance to ask 
him questions about his work.

Cuairt chun an Tràigh

Chaidh G1/2 agus a’ Sgoil Araich airson cuairt chun an tràigh 
airson a’ phròiseact againn ‘Shìos fon Mhuir’. Chruinnich sinn 
feamainn, sligean, gainmheach, clachan agus faochagan. Rinn 
sinn truinnsear àrainneachd leis a’ stuth a chruiinich sinn.

World Book Day 7 March 2018 
To celebrate World Book day EP3-4 dressed up as their 
favourite characters. These included Denis the Menace, Mary 
Poppins, Iron Man and Gangsta Granny! The class wrote 
some character descriptions and then made a potato book 
character! In the afternoon, we had a book treasure hunt in the 
school library. The winning team included Jamie Catherine, 

Sophia and Connor. We finished the day read-
ing our favourite books under the stars!

Dr Finlayson’s Visit
Thàinig Dr Anne Finlayson 

a-steach a chèilidh air Clas 
1-2 airson am pròiseact DYW 
(Developing the Young 
Workforce) againn. Dh’innse I 
dhuinn mu dheidhinn an obair 
aice agus fhuair sinn cothrom 

feuchainn feadhainn de na 
h-innealan a bhios I a’ cleach-

dadh. Tapadh leibh Dr Finlayson.

Sensory 
Day 

World Book Day

Coastguard visit Dr Finlayson's Visit
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Visit to Macrae’s Garage 

As part of DYW (Developing the 
Young Workforce), EP7 and EP5/6 
visited Macrae’s Garage in Back. 
There they heard about the dif-
ferent jobs a mechanic has to do 
and were shown a variety of tools 
of the trade. Thank you to Calum 
and Willie for accommodating the 
two classes and for answering the 
many questions!

EP5/6 Remembering the Iolaire 

The pupils in EP5/6 have been 
remembering the Iolaire disaster 
this term. As part of this topic, they visited the Iolaire memo-
rial. The weather on the day was cold and blustery, which 
made the visit even more poignant. They had an interesting 
visit to the Lews Castle Museum where they were shown 
a selection from of artefacts connected to the disaster. They 
also viewed the ‘Portraits 100’ exhibition in An Lanntair 
and participated in an excellent follow-
up activity relating to 
the victims of the Iolaire. 

Visit from Chris Murray 
EP5/6, along with EP7, 
recently enjoyed a class 
visit from Chris Murray. 
Chris was the diver who 
recorded footage of the 
wreck of the Iolaire and 

recovered several items. As part of the Iolaire commemora-
tions, he laid a wreath on behalf of the island community 
at what remains of the boat. After watching the under-
water footage, Chris spoke of his varied work career and 
many interesting experiences. We thank Chris for giving 
of his time to talk to us. 

Cross country 

Once again Sgoil a’ Bhac was well repre-
sented all the races in cross country. Well 
done to all the pupils who participated. 
Four pupils did particularly well: Ruaraidh 
MacPhail 3rd in U9 boys’ competition; Jess 
Muir overall second in U11 girls’ competi-
tion Luc Smith overall third in U11 boys’ 
competition; Kyla McMurdo overall second 
in U13 girls’ competition.

Chris Murray visit 

Visit to Macrae's Garage 

Beach walk 
Cross country 

 Iolaire 100 exhibition

 Buddy Reading
Mr Campbell visits 
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Roving Reporters
Katie, Lucy, Ajay, Katlynn, Aaron, Chloe, Robyn, 
Isla, Emma, Layla and Ruby have all contrib-
uted to this month’s issue.

Autism Posters
Many of our pupils entered a competition 
run by ‘Autism Eileanan Siar’ to design a 
poster to raise awareness about Autism. We 
were astonished to discover that three of our 
pupils were awarded prizes! Lylya (GM3) was 
awarded first place, Katie (P7) took second place 
and Arran (P6) was awarded third place. Well done 
to all who entered.

Mr Murray
Mr Murray is our lollipop man and playground 
supervisor. Mr Murray helps us to cross the road 
safely. He always helps us when we fall. Mr Murray 
keeps us safe. He always does the right thing. Mr 
Murray is very helpful and kind. He is the kindest 
person in the world. He stands outside whatever the 
weather, whether it is stormy or sunny. Sometimes 
he even has to chase rams out of the playground!

Goodbye to Miss Macleod
We are sad to say goodbye to Miss Macleod, a val-
ued member of staff. We thank Miss Macleod for 
all her help and wish her well for her next steps in 
life. Miss Macleod was a great Support for Learning 
assistant. 

Nursery News 
The pre-school children had an enjoyable and 
informative trip to Stornoway airport. It was exciting 
to find out about the different jobs people do at such 
a busy place. The staff and children would like to 
thank everyone for being so helpful and welcoming. 

The Scream
P6/7 recreated paintings of ‘The Scream’ by Edvard 
Munch. The class based their paintings on their 
own personal experiences of feeling scared. The 
expressionist style was used when painting and the 
class also wrote stories based on the paintings. We 
learned the interesting meaning behind the painting. 

One of the stories is included 
here:

Captured
Slowly my aunt walked into the room 

and an eerie feeling crept over me. As she looked at me 
in despair I noticed her face was as white as a sheet. I started 
to worry. In a traumatised voice she asked me if I had seen my 
younger cousin.

Dread overcame me as I noticed the open door. The room started 
to cave in. As I darted outside I caught a glimpse of her small 
shadow heading for the main road, fleeing further and further 
from me. I ran across the sharp murderous stones like a cheetah. 

As I focused my eyes on the small shadow I reluctantly realised 
that this was not her shadow at all. It was an old decayed fen-
cepost standing solitary and mournfully. 

Frozen with fear I dreaded the thought of anything happening 
to her. I realised this was my entire fault. I was to look after her 
but instead the television had hypnotised me. I had heard an odd 
noise and had foolishly ignored it locked in my word of media.

As the night crept over the suns last rays, I reluctantly trudged 
back to my aunt’s house, I slowly stopped. I could hear some-
one breathing down my neck causing goose bumps to erupt on 
my skin. Too scared to turn around, too scared to run, I froze. 

A blindfold was put over my eyes, tape put over my mouth as 
I was roughly hauled into a car. 

For what seemed like hours the car sped along a rough road 
until it came to a halt. I was dragged into a room, tied up to 
a rotting chair that groaned as I sat on it and then left alone. 
Foolishly they hadn’t tied my hands together so I was able to 
rip the tape of my mouth, take off my blindfold and untie the 
rope attaching my legs to the rotting chair.

As my eyes adjusted to the light I saw that I wasn’t alone. 

 Autism poster winners

Tong School

Decisions, 
decisions. 

Naming 
the new 

library 

 Listening 
carefully at 
the airport
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Beside me tied up on a chair I saw my cousin. I rap-
idly untied her, ripped off her blindfold and tape. 
Never had I seen her look this unwell. She was 
covered in bruises. Her eyes were swelling 
with tears. She started to cry but no noise 
came out. 

As I picked her up I heard a loud noise, 
I could hear footsteps. I saw a box just 
big enough to fit us both so still carry-
ing her; I crept over and into it closing 
the lid.

I could hear the creak of someone open-
ing the door, I heard shouting, I heard 
screaming, I heard footsteps, I heard 
gunshots, I heard cries of uttermost pain 
and I heard swearing. Terrified, we lay as 
still as we could wondering what was happening. 
Then I heard the worst noise of all, a box being opened.

I woke up, not knowing where I was. I hurt all over. I felt 
horrible. I felt almost dead. I thought to myself at that 
moment that it would be better to be dead. 

As all these thoughts raced through my mind I a rusty 
door slowly opened. 

That’s when I saw it…

By Katie, P7

World Book Day 

World book day was celebrated on 
Thursday, 7 March. Pupils and teach-
ers came to school dressed as char-
acters from books. We had Harry 
Potter, Sophie from the BFG, Mary 
Poppins, Matilda and many, many 

more. We held paired reading ses-
sions where older pupils read to their 

younger friends. 

Cosy Reading Forest

Mrs Maclean set up a competition to think of a name for 
our new school library.Mrs Chrisanne Macleod, from 
the EDC library and our house captains had the difficult 
task of judging all the entries. Finally there were two 
favourites: The Cosy Corner (Leah, P5) and The Reading 
Forest (Ruby, P7). The judges combined both names so we 
now have The Cosy Reading Forest. We look forward to 
exploring the forest and reading lots of books! 

 Leah and Ruby (looking slightly different) have 
named The Cosy Reading Forest

TRA Monthly Meetings. Your Hall Needs You!!
The TRA meets on the last Tuesday of every month at 7.30pm in the 
Tong Hall. We need more committee members and volunteers to assist 
with events and to bring in fresh ideas for fundraising and events. We 
need a secretary to write up the monthly minutes so if you think you 
can spare an hour or two a month please do come along to our next 
meeting. 

Football Pitch Grass Cutting Rota
The TRA needs volunteers to maintain the football pitch and cut the 
grass on a fortnightly basis. We have a fully maintained ride-on lawn 
mower. If you can volunteer for one shift, or more, throughout the 
grass-cutting period then please do get in touch with a member of the 
committee or message us on Facebook or by email to be put on the rota. 

Spring Village Clean-Up 27 April 2019. Volunteers Needed
Please leave your rubbish at the side of the road for pick up by one of 
the volunteers and inform a volunteer should you require assistance 
on the day. Donation envelopes can be handed to volunteers on the 
day and into the hall. The hall will be open to 1pm or you can post the 
envelopes through the door if the hall is not open. Volunteers should 
meet at 9am at the hard standing. Lunch will be provided. As usual no 
plasterboard, tyres or asbestos can be picked up.

Scarecrow Competition, Hoe Down and BBQ
After a successful scarecrow competition last year, the committee is plan-
ning another this year. We are asking all villagers to create their master-
piece and show off their Scarecrows from 5 to 10 August 2019. We are 
planning on holding a hoe down and BBQ on Saturday 10 August 2019 
to announce this year’s winner and bring the village together for a fun-
filled day. Post your pictures of your scarecrows on our Facebook page.

Tong Recreation Association DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
    ------  ---------  ------  

SPRING VILLAGE CLEAN-UP
Saturday 27 April 2019

------  ---------  ------  
SCARECROW COMPETITION

5-10 August 2019
------  ---------  ------  

AUTUMN VILLAGE CLEAN-UP
Saturday 26 October 2019

------  ---------  ------  
VILLAGE HALLOWEEN PARTY

Friday 1 November 2019
------  ---------  ------  

VILLAGE BONFIRE & FIREWORKS
Saturday 9 November 2019

------  ---------  ------  
TRA AGM

Tuesday 26 November 2019
------  ---------  ------  

SENIOR CITIZENS XMAS LUNCH
Saturday 11 January 2020

TONG RECREATION ASSOCIATION
TONG HALL, ISLE OF LEWIS, HS2 0HS

Treasurer: 07791124520
Hall Bookings: 07824341258 
Facebook: Tong Community Hall, Isle of Lewis
Email: TongCentre@gmail.com
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make it more difficult to get out and about 
in the community and so social isolation can 
become a common challenge that people expe-
rience. Lorna will make suggestions of local 
groups and activities that a service user may 
want to consider attending. This could range 
from a senior citizen’s group, a support group, 
volunteering or an exercise class. 

Sue has a focus on digital health interventions 
within the Western Isles and wider. EHealth 
can deter people due to the perception of tech-
nology being confusing. However, Sue is keen 
to demonstrate the amazing opportunities that 
eHealth can offer and wants to help as many 
mPower service users access a wide range of 
easy- to-use modern technologies available that 
can help those with long term conditions, man-
age better at home. This could be the use of a 
video-enabled healthcare appointment system 
which enables patients to access appointments 
from the comfort of their own home on a lap-
top, computer or tablet, anywhere that has 
internet access. This would minimise the need 
for travel to appointments, which for some 
adults, can be difficult and stressful. 

mPower is an €8.7 Million project operating 
in the border counties of Republic of Ireland, 
Northern Ireland and Scotland. Funded by the 
European Union’s INTERREG VA Programme 
and managed by the Special EU Programmes 
Body, the service aims to empower people to 
take control of their conditions at home by 
using technology, while simultaneously free-
ing up GP’s and other healthcare professionals 
so they can treat more people. mPower will 
deliver 4,500 digital ‘eHealth’ interventions and 
2,500 wellbeing plans to improve the wellbeing 
of people aged 18 and over across the three 
nations.

To find out more, get in touch with Sue or 
Lorna on 01851 708022. Alternatively, you can 
send an email to wi-hb.mpower@nhs.net or 
lorna.morrison1@nhs.net 

An exciting health and wellbeing project has launched within NHS 
Western Isles, aimed at supporting adults to live well safely and inde-
pendently in their own homes. 

The mPower project is a service for adults living with long term condi-
tions, who may have a range of issues in their lives which affect their 
health and ability to manage at home. Locally, mPower Western Isles 
is covering the rural areas of Lewis and Harris and is open to adults 
who may require support to manage their health and wellbeing at 
home. 

The Western Isles mPower team consists of Sue Long, Implementation 
Lead, and Lorna Morrison, Community Navigator. They have been 
working closely together to engage with communities to find out what 
social prescribing activities and technology enabled care pathways 
already exist in Lewis and Harris so mPower can compliment them. 

Lorna’s role involves working on a one-to-one basis with service users 
over a period of months, focusing on self-management and offering 
support and encouragement. Lorna visits service users in the comfort 
of their own home, to have a conversation regarding their overall 
health and wellbeing and any issues they may be facing. An Action 
plan is then filled out which includes personal goals for the coming 
months. MPower also offers information, advice and signposting to 
appropriate services in the community. 

Recently, Lorna has met with several service users referred to mPower 
across rural Lewis and Harris. Living with a long-term condition can 

mPower
Supporting Adults to Live Well in the Western Isles 

Pictured: Sue Long- Implementation Lead (left) & Lorna 
Morrison- Community Navigator (right) 
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 Murdo Morrison 
(Murchadh a' Phodaran), 
6 Vatisker

Town Hall Dance Late-60s 
L–R: Peigi Mairi (Jack) Lighthill; Cathie Ann 

(Upsan) Back; Ishbel (Dary) Outend Coll; 
Peigi Mairi (Bullar) Back; Nanna (Calum 

Shiabost) Tong; Seonag (Iain Doo) Back; Peigi 
Mairi (Neilan) Tong; Elizabeth (Old Post 

Office) Tong.

 Norman 'Bal' Macleod, 
1 New Park, Vatisker

Back School, primary 7 
 1971/72

Back row, L–R: Stewart 
Macleod, Calum 
Macdonald, Ian 

Roxburgh, Donald 
Stewart (deceased), Iain 

Murray, Angus Mackay, 
Alastair M Graham, 

Angus Maciver.
Middle row, L–R: Donald 

Murray, Janetta Beaton, 
Margaret Mackay, Ishbal 

Macleod (deceased), Mina 
Martin, Dolina Macarthur, 

Donald J Macarthy.
Front row, L–R: 

Barbara Macdonald, 
Angela Murray, Marina 

Macdonald, Joan Macleod.
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MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service
A D V I C E
YOU CAN
T R U S T

The mild temperatures in February broke records, with 
Aboyne recording 18.3C, breaking a 122-year-old record, 
20.8C in Porthmadog, Wales, and the all-time highest winter 
time temperature of 21.2C was recorded at Kew Gardens 
on 26 February. These record breaking temperatures 
were caused by high pres- sure dominating across Europe 
and drawing up warm air from the Tropics. February was 
also a very sunny month. It was the second sunniest 
February on record. 

A little closer to home at Stornoway Airport we had 
127.3 mm of rain and 40.9 hours of sunshine during the 
course of February. It was the warmest February on aver-
age since 1998. 

Storm Freya was the sixth named storm of the 20118/19 
storm season and brought winds in excess of 70 mph to 
parts of the UK. Despite no Amber Warnings being issued the Met Office still named this storm. Storm Freya also 
brought heavy snowfall during the 3 and 4 of March. 

The next named Storm is Gareth and was named by the Irish Met Office on 11 March. It’s expected to impact the 
Western Isles on the 12/13 March. I will do an update on this in the next Weather Watch. 

In global weather news, during February Super Typhoon Wutip became the strongest ever February typhoon. It 
had sustained winds of 160 mph. The main typhoon season is from May until the end of November. This is quite 
unusual as sea temperatures at this time of year will be too cold.

Weather Watch
with Richard Cooke 

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £33.50 (or £20 for email) to Laura Burns, 29 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LQ.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
Email address (for PDF copies)
____________________________________________
I enclose £33.50  or £20 for PDF 
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
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 Photo courtesy James 
Iain Macdonald (Gress)
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Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier
Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer
Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

“Serving the crofters of  Lewis 
and Harris since 1958”

Agricultural Merchants and 
Suppliers Of:

UFAS Approved Animal Health

Fencing
Fertiliser

Seeds
Gardening
Households
Hardware

Plus much more…

 HiC
HOME improvement CENTRE

Kitchens  Powertools  Handtools  Ironmongery  Paint
Plaster Products  Fireparts  Timber  Household Tiles

Electrical/Plumbing Spares

01851 703646
Fax: 01851 702537

20 Bells Road, Stornoway
Mon - Fri 8am - 5:30pm, Sat 9am - 5pm  GIFT VOUCHERS



21

The eagerly awaited 
CD Salm Volume 
III, a collection of 
Gaelic psalms from 
the Hebrides, will 
be available in 
April. It follows 
on from the popu-
lar and previous 
volumes Salm and Soul, 
which was produced live at the Celtic Connections, and 
Salm Volumes I and II. These CDs raised over £200,000 
for the Bethesda Care Home and Hospice in Stornoway 
and it is hoped that this final volume will raise an addi-
tional £100,000 towards the running of the Hospice. 

Like the previous CDs the latest one has been produced 
by Calum Martin from Tong, who composed the new 
Psalm tune 'Bethesda', which featured on one of the 
tracks on the first CD. Calum is also one of the Bethesda 
Home and Hospice Trustees.

Salm Volume III has 15 well-known Psalm tunes, includ-
ing Montrose, Bangor, Moravia, Free Church, New 
Cambridge, Dundee and Torwood. There are eight pre-
centors: Rev. Calum I. Macleod (Urquhart and Resolis); 
John Morrison (South Harris FC ); John Murdo Martin 
(Urray FC ); Murdo Macleod (Stornoway FC);  Stephen 
Campbell (Ness FC Continuing); Rev. James Maciver 
(Stornoway FC);  Kevin Norman Macdonald (Scalpay FC 
Continuing); and Calum Martin (Back FC).  

The 72-minute-long Salm Volume III will cost £10.00 
and will be available at the Bethesda Shop in Bayhead, 
the Religious Bookshop in Kenneth Street and also at 
Bethesda in Springfield Road. There are also plans to 
make it available for downloading.

Calum Martin, who produced the CD under his own 
label, Leum Records, said ‘The Psalms were recorded 
live in Stornoway Town Hall on November 20 last year. 
They were recorded, mixed and mastered by Calum 
Malcolm and the design was by karenmackaydesign.
co.uk. This album is dedicated to the staff, residents, 
patients, and the Trustees of the Bethesda Home and 
Hospice. I am extremely grateful to our sponsors, Tolsta 
Community Development Ltd, Stornoway Trust and 
MG Alba, who covered the production costs’.

Salm
III
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Independent Financial 
Advisers

Donald Martin

Succession Wealth,
based within CIB,

63 Kenneth Street, Stornoway. 
HS1 2DS.

(t) 01851 701212
(m) 0784 679 6866

(e) donald.martin@succession-
wealth.co.uk

W E A LT H
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Support for the landless came in the form of 
a letter from Stornoway, signed ‘Progress’, 
to the Highland News, dated 24 March. It 
read as follows:

 Sir, Having recently seen a report in your 
valuable paper regarding the soldiers and 
sailors of Back district, and others, asking 
for lots on the farms of Gress, I would like 
to state the facts. Gress is one of the sheep 
farms on Lewis that were scheduled to 
be allotted for crofters by the Board of 
Agriculture. Then the great war started, 

and matters have stood still. The war is 
now over and what do we find but the 
landlord refusing this land on the plea 
that he wants to keep it for a milk farm—
a milk farm eight miles from the town of 
Stornoway, and eleven or twelve farms 
near the town that used to supply milk. 
He who runs may read the meaning of 
this attempt to withhold the land from 
men who fought and bled for it, and who 
now want to have a home on it. I trust 
all patriotic Lewismen, without fear or 
favour from landlord or factor, will stick 

up for the people to 
get at least the farms 
that were to have been parcelled out 
before the war. Some of your readers will 
remember the weak and callous plea put 
forward by the old factor in the Court 
of Session with regard to Galson Farm. 
It was grouse then. Since then we have 
had great waste of men in the big war. I 
always thought our new landlord would 
have trouble if the old staff have a say in 
the matter of giving land to smallholders. 
The Government must step in without 

In the third, and final, part of his series on the land raids of Upper Coll and Gress, Colin Tucker picks up 
where he left of in the March issue

History of the Land Raids
Part 3: Arguments Continue—For and Against

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac is no 
longer homeless! It is good to report that 
CEBac is now sharing premises with 
Loch a Tuath News in the office beside 
Gordon’s shop. This means that we now 
have an address which can be seen in 
our contact details below and this gives 
us a base where documents can be kept 
safely in one place, committee meetings 
can be held, work can be done and in 
the near future we hope to have some 
opening hours where you can pop in 
and have a blether or hand anything of 
interest in. We are, however, still on the 
lookout for more permanent premises.

In March, the committee is going to 
undertake training in looking after 
archives with Seonaid Macdonald, 
the archivist at Tasglann nan Eilean at 
Museum nan Eilean.

Membership now stands at 142 and 
many of these members heard Dr Joni 
Buchanan’s lecture, The Last Raiders, on 8 
March 2019. On that day, 100 years ago, 
the first raids were made on Coll and 
Gress Farms, ultimately leading to the 
setting up of the villages of Upper Coll 
and Gress in 1921/22. Joni’s talk can be 
seen on CEBac’s YouTube channel and 
it makes very interesting listening as we 
begin commemorating the land struggle 
in our area. The Lewis Land Struggle by 
Joni Buchanan is published by Acair.

Our next lecture will take place on 
Friday 5 April in The Community Hut 
at 7.30pm. Our speaker will be Dr Angus 
Mackenzie, lecturer in Celtic History at 
the University of Glasgow and a native 
of Ness. His title is The Fife Adventurers. 
Come and find out about the nobles 
from Fife, sent out by King James VI 
with the order to ‘civilise’ the natives 
of the Island of Lewis and exploit its 

natural resources. Do come and find out 
what reception awaited them from the 
Macleods, who at that point had owned 
the island for over 300 years. It promises 
to be an interesting talk and is perhaps a 
story many of us know little about.

It is important that the young of the area 
are aware of the past and it is intended 
that on 13 April (hopefully when the 
weather is a bit better), that the children 
of Upper Coll and Gress will commemo-
rate the first claims on land in these vil-
lages by symbolically planting out pota-
toes as was done 100 years ago. It is also 
hoped that some potatoes can be planted 
in tubs and taken to Sgoil a’ Bhac where 
the progress of the potatoes can be moni-
tored and the crop harvested. Letters of 
invitation have gone out to parents and 
more information will be publicised. 

Our YouTube channel has a few more 
videos on it now, including long-form 
interviews with George Graham (Seòras 
a’ Chran) and George Stewart (Seòras 
Sheoidhean). There is also a video made 
at the opening of the Upper Coll carn in 
1993 which, as well as showing the open-
ing ceremony, has interviews with vari-
ous Upper Coll residents and shows the 
speeches made after the unveiling. We 
already have some other videos waiting 
to be digitised, but we’re always looking 
for more footage from times gone by, 
so get in touch if you have anything of 
interest. And please consider subscrib-
ing to the channel; no charge!

CEBac, in common with all historical 
societies, is very aware of the importance 
of recording social history, and both our 
recent speakers emphasised the impor-
tance of recording peoples’ memories, 
both orally and written. We hope that 

recording will be done in all villages; 
if you would like to contribute please 
get in touch and we will come and hear 
your story, in Gaelic or English. We want 
to collect the memories and experiences 
of Back over the last 100 years. Personal 
accounts have an immediacy and cred-
ibility, often lost in historical accounts. 
Everyone’s story is valuable and there 
have been huge cultural and societal 
changes in our lifetimes which are in 
danger of disappearing.

If you would like to commit something 
to paper, on the resources part of our 
website you will find a form for our 
District Social History Project/Pròiseact 
Eachdraidh Shòisealta na Sgìre. The 
headings include Home life, School 
and Further Education, Pastimes and 
Hobbies, Wedding/Funeral customs, 
Wartime, or of course anything else you 
would like to record for posterity. Paper 
copies of the forms can also be obtained 
from CEBac.

Finally, CEBac bids farewell to Màiri 
Graham, our treasurer, who is going to 
take up a new post in Aberdeen-shire. 
We thank Mairi for all her hard work in 
looking after our finances and wish her 
well in her new work and environment.

Anna Tucker

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac
1 School Road
Back
HS2 0JY

Email: info@cebac.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
ComannEBac/

Twitter: @CEBac_org

Website: www.cebac.org

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac – Back Historical Society Update
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delay to stop this land war, and give the 
country legislation on a sound, wise and 
just principle, which you, Sir, for years 
have advocated—the Taxation of Land 
Values. In the meantime, I hope Lord 
Leverhulme will wisely acquiesce in allot-
ting for smallholdings the three or four 
farms in Lewis which were marked off 
by the Board of Agriculture, so that peace 
may prevail in loyal Lewis, pending solid 
land legislation by the Government.

A brief description of Gress Farm appeared 
in the Stornoway Gazette on 9 May. The 
correspondent wrote, ‘To look at Gress 
Farm from a distance one would take it 
to be a badly drawn map. Plots of ground 
are planted with potatoes, here and there. 
The system of laying out the plots is bad, 
and as the park is about 19 acres in extent, 
with few pieces cultivated in the centre and 
corners it will be difficult to keep it from 
destruction by sheep and cattle. One man 
from Tolsta even started in a grass park 
fenced all round, It would be interesting 
to know who is to pay for this park—Mr 
Liddle or the Tolsta man’.

While this article continues the anti-raider 
stance taken by the Stornoway Gazette, it 
is also interesting as being one of the few 
written descriptions of the land under the 
raiders.

All on the island was not, however, in 
favour of the raiders and the division of the 
farms. Some, including residents of Back, 
felt that the land raiders’ actions might 
restrict the benefits which they thought 
Lord Leverhulme was going to bring to the 
people of Lewis.

On 12 July the Highland News printed a let-
ter from ‘A Voice from the Western Isles’. 
This writer argued that ‘the men who 
have seized the land in Lewis have seen 
things up till now only from their own 
point of view…It has not yet occurred to 
the raiders that they have no more right to 
the land they have forcibly taken than all 
the other applicants for crofts who await 
peaceably’. The writer then rather loses 
his way by asking that the raiders should 
give up the land ‘in memory of the dead’, 
and suggesting that ‘the men raiders are 
less courageous than the women, who 
had looked into the faces of their babies 
grown to manhood and sent them out to 
martyrdom and death’. More meaning-
fully, he went on to state, ‘let the raiders be 
big enough, great enough, brave enough to 
pull up their pegs and do the right thing 
by their fellow-men, whose need is as great 
as their own’. The letter concluded that the 
‘Government will help with the houses, 
and Lord Leverhulme will give work and 
good wages’.

‘A Voice From the Western Isles’ fur-
ther pleaded the cause of those who did 
not wish to incur the wrath and possi-
ble consequences of falling foul of Lord 
Leverhulme in a letter published on 9 
August. He saw crofting as a ‘tragic farce’, 

where ‘each generation is bled to support 
the previous one’. He considered ‘deliver-
ance is at hand’, presumably through Lord 
Leverhulme’s schemes.

It would appear that the majority of people 
supported the raiders, although feelings 
were probably not so strongly felt out-
side the Back area. It was reported about 
the Stornoway people that, ‘whatever they 
may say publicly, at heart they are all of 
the opinion the people should get the land’. 
The Scotsman reported that ‘the attitude of 
the man in the street is also a trifle luke-
warm’. The Free Church was, in principal, 
in favour of the crofters, although it did not 
wish to be seen to condone law-breaking; 
one minister ‘did not feel constrained to 
warn his flock against the seizing of the 
land’.

Possibly the strongest voice for the raid-
ers was that of the local MP, Dr Donald 
Murray, formerly the Chief Medical Officer 
of Health for the Western Isles. While of the 
opinion that both Leverhulme’s schemes 
and crofting could exist together, he was 
slow to express his views in favour of 
the creation of new crofts on the two 
farms. At a meeting in May he spoke of 
the Government promise to give land to 
those who wanted, and that the Board 
of Agriculture had scheduled the certain 
farms for subdivision. 

In August he wrote a letter to the Daily 
Dispatch echoing these sentiments. ‘Before 
Lord Leverhulme bought the island, cer-
tain large farms in Lewis were scheduled 
by the Board of Agriculture for division 
into small holdings…the people were dis-
tinctly given to understand that the hold-
ings would be granted when the war was 
over…Immediately after the Armistice, 
returned soldiers and sailors and others 
renewed their applications for land…up 
till now he (Leverhulme) absolutely refuses 
to give over these farms for smallholdings. 
When the men realised that they were 
against an unflinching will, some of the 
more daring spirits took possession of por-
tions of the farms, and planted potatoes 
there’. Dr Murray went on to write that 
‘bad blood’ had been created, suspicions 
aroused that the promises of ‘more land’ 
would not be fulfilled and that ‘before win-
ter is over there is sure to be more trouble’.

Trouble was not long in coming. 
On Wednesday 24 September Lord 
Leverhulme travelled to Back to meet with 
the men who had seized land on Gress and 
Coll and others who wished to get land. 
About 25 of 30 raiders were in attend-
ance. The Highland News said that ‘there 
was a crowded attendance’, and that ‘Mr 
Cameron, North Tolsta, who was moved 
to the chair, explained that his Lordship 
had come to hear their grievances, and he 
hoped any who had grievances to state 
would do so’.

One to do so was Murdo Maciver, from 
Tolsta, who wanted a ‘house and a bit of 
ground on Gress Farm. That had been 

his grievance for twenty years’. Lord 
Leverhulme suggested a show of hands to 
see how many there wanted crofts; about 
50 hands were raised. Lord Leverhulme 
said he was advised that no more than 20 
crofts could be made out of Gress; others 
there believed it could be as many as 100.

Later in the meeting Lord Leverhulme 
stated, ‘I am not going to act on the princi-
ple that because a man is noisy and raids a 
farm he shall have a croft, and that a man 
who is peaceable and follows legal courses 
shall not have a croft. I am agreeable, and 
have said so all along, that if crofts are to be 
given on the farms no man shall have one 
except those who fought in the war. And if 
the Government take the farms for crofts 
I, as proprietor, have the right to select the 
tenants, and I shall certainly not select a 
single raider’.

While this may have suggested he was 
considering splitting the farms, this idea 
was quickly dispelled when he said, ‘if 
you say you will not work with me then I 
will stop all development s in Lewis’. This 
threat would lead to ill-feeling and division 
among the people of Back, some of whom 
were dependent on Lord Leverhulme’s 
schemes for their livelihoods. 

A further meeting, held at Back, was 
reported in the Stornoway Gazette on 24 
October. Following the paper’s policy of 
supporting Lord Leverhulme, it stated that, 
‘two or three did persist in their demand 
for new crofts, but there was no doubt 
about the prevailing feeling of the meeting,’ 
which was to support Lord Leverhulme’s 
schemes. All the reported speakers were 
of that opinion, including John Macleod, 
Vatisker, who said ‘that he was one of the 
of the raiders’, but that now ‘he for one was 
heart and soul with Lord Leverhulme’. At 
the end of the meeting only 17 were not 
in favour of supporting Lord Leverhulme.

In the editorial of that issue, Back was 
‘called “the storm centre” of the agita-
tion’ and stated that ‘the people of Back 
and Vatisker have now demonstrated that 
they are unanimously in favour of his 
Lordship’s schemes’.

At the end of 1919 the raiders withdrew 
from both Gress and Coll Farms, but it was 
not the end of battle for the land. It has been 
suggested that this was to allow negotia-
tions to be ‘conducted in a less confronta-
tional manner’. It has also been considered 
that the raids of 1919 were more of a protest 
demonstration rather than a permanent 
seizure of land: the raiders were wishing 
to obtain land for a home and a living, they 
were not objecting to Leverhulme’s pro-
posals for industrialisation. Circumstances, 
however, meant that this was definitely 
not the case. Both sides had drawn lines, 
including a demand by Lord Leverhulme 
to the Scottish Office for a 10-year morato-
rium on land re-settlement schemes.
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Death of Mrs Kenina Macleod
The death of Mrs Kenina Macleod, 27 Upper Coll, is regret-
ted throughout the whole district.

Mrs Macleod was a quiet friendly woman, doing good unob-
strusively, and regarded with real liking by all who came in 
contact with her. She was the widow of Donald Macleod, 
who died 14 years ago, and a daughter of the late Malcolm 
Graham, 55 Back.

Mrs Macleod, who was 60 years of age, is survived by two 
sons and a daughter, to whom, as to the other relatives, the 
sympathy of the community is extended in their bereavement.

Presentation
On the occasion of her retiral from the teaching profession, 
Miss Mary Ann Macleod, was met by her colleagues on the 
staff of Back Public School, and handed a token of their 
esteem and good wishes.

Commenting on the many years of excellent service Miss 
Macleod had given in Back School – years in which she had 
earned the respect and good will of parents and children alike 
– Mr A Matheson, Headmaster, said that her retiral was a loss, 
not only to Back School, but to the entire teaching profession.

It was thus with mixed feelings that they regarded the occa-
sion – feelings of sorrow because Miss Macleod was severing 
her long and successful connection with the school, and feel-
ings of joy and happiness because she was retiring in good 
health, able to enjoy her well-earned years of retirement, with 
the full knowledge that her years in the profession had their 
own rich and satisfying reward in the success of so many of 
the pupils who had passed through her hands.

Mr R Morrison, a member of the staff, associating himself 
with Mr Matheson’s remarks, made special reference to Miss 
Macleod’s willingness to help and advise him from the time 
he had joined the staff of Back School. 

Mr Matheson then called upon another member of the 
staff, Miss C Matheson, to make the presentation and Miss 
Matheson, handing Miss Macleod a beautifully fitted large 
leather handbag, said that it was filled with the good wishes 
of the staff, and expressed the hope that Miss Macleod’s 
retirement would be a full and happy one. Miss Macleod suit-
ably replied.

Concert
Piping, songs and a sketch comprised the enjoyable pro-
gramme presented to a large crowd of Bacachs in the village 
hall by the Gravir concert party. The piper was Mr Perer 
Chisholm and the following artistes contributed Gaelic songs: 
Misses Mary Mackenzie, Christina Macaskill, Chrissie M 
Munro and Mr Murdo Matheson. Mr Matheson’s rendering 
of Scottish songs, complete with kilt and crook, was greatly 
enjoyed.

The highlight of the evening was the sketch, and the fol-
lowing took part: Mr Murdo Matheson, Miss Chrissie A 

Macritchie, Mr Angus Morrison, Mr Colin J Macinnes, Mr 
Donald J Macinnes and Mr J M Macinnes. Mr Matheson as 
“Cailleach” kept a delighted audience calling for more and 
getting it.

Mr Calum Macinnes was the MC. Tea was served to the con-
cert party by the Ladies’ Committee and was followed by an 
equally successful dance.

Tribute to Constable
‘May I be permitted this space to pay tribute to Police 
Constable John Mackenzie formerly of Back, who has been 
transferred to the Lochcarron area” writes DM.

“I feel sure that I am voicing the feeling of the whole vil-
lage of Back in expressing regret at the departure of Mr 
Mackenzie. It very seldom happens that a policeman can 
attain the popularity, and at the same time command the 
respect that Mr Mackenzie has, in his ten years at Back. 
He achieved that, not because Back is the most law-abiding 
district in the island – although that cannot be doubted – but 
because of the attitude Mr Mackenzie took towards his work. 
He became everybody’s friend, and he imparted his advice 
and commands as a friend. 

Mr Mackenzie took a great interest in the young people of 
the village and his enthusiastic support of the Back football 
team was well known. But he gave more than verbal support 
to all the youth movements, for he devoted some of his spare 
time to making netball stands for the girls, goal posts for the 
football pitch and benches for the village hall – these being 
but a few examples.

Mr Mackenzie endeared himself to young and old from the 
church elders to the rowdiest Bacach and I am sure they will 
all join me in wishing Mr Mackenzie and family every suc-
cess and happiness in their new home”.

Whist Drive
An enjoyable whist drive was held recently in the village 
hall. Mr D Macleod, was an efficient card-master and prizes 
went to the following: 1 Miss S Stewart; 2 Miss E Morrison, 
consolation, Miss CM Stewart. Gents: 1 Mr N Murray; 2 Mr 
D Mackenzie; consolation, Mr J Macdonald. Tea was served 
by the Ladies’ Committee and followed by an equally enjoy-
able dance.

Obituary
One of the district’s most respected inhabitants, Mrs Mary 
Maclean, has passed away peacefully at her home 6 Back, 
in her 98th year. Hailing from Harris, she was predeceased 
by her husband 47 years ago. Although bedridden for some 
years, Mrs Maclean was in fairly good health until recently, 
and the sudden death of her son Duncan a few months ago, 
no doubt hastened the end.

Of a family of nine she is survived by two sons and two 
daughters, all married in the district, and we extend our sin-
cere sympathy to them in their bereavement.

Back in Time April 1949
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Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office

20 Kenneth Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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Jeff Wayne's musical version of The War of the Worlds was performed at 
An Lanntair to sold-out audiences on Friday the 8th and Saturday the 9th 
of March. The musical was based on the 1898 science fiction novel by H. G. 
Wells. 

The story unfolds when a strange disk lands on Horsell Common, Surrey, 
and eventually hatches. The alien inside is malevolent, destroying all with 
its ‘heat ray’ and striking terror with its eerie battle cry. Humanity seems 
powerless in its wake, and the Martians easily seize control.

They use highly advanced technology to crush all human resistance in 
their path. They are initially successful and use human blood to feed their 
‘red weed’, which was plentiful on Mars before the planet started ‘dying’ 
(motivation for Martians to invade). Eventually, however, the Martians die 
off when micro-organisms make them ill as they are not immune to them.

The War of the Worlds has been both popular (having never been out of 
print) and influential, spawning half a dozen feature films, radio dramas, 
a record album, various comic book adaptations, a television series, and sequels or parallel stories by other 
authors. It was most memorably dramatized in a 1938 radio program that allegedly caused public panic among 
listeners who did not know the Martian invasion was fictional.

The novel has even influenced the work of scientists, notably Robert H. Goddard, who, inspired by the book, 
invented both the liquid fuelled rocket and multistage rocket, which resulted in the Apollo 11 Moon landing 71 
years later.

It was the artistic vision and dedication of Iain Neosa Mackinnon who produced this production for An Lanntair 
in Stornoway. It was two years in the making and wouldn’t have been possible without his passion, dedication 
and determination for the project. 

The staging of the show was a difficult undertaking having to ensure the band, actors and singers were synchro-
nised perfectly with the CGI film backing which ran throughout the show. The support received from the Jeff 
Wayne Music Group was invaluable making sure all the sounds and effects from the original album and stage show 
were faithfully reproduced. In addition, no show of this scale had ever been attempted in the Hebrides and it was 
an audacious plan and some said an impossible task. Undaunted, however, the hard work paid off and the result 
was one of the most spectacular shows ever presented in An Lanntair. 

The band was comprised of the very talented Alex Tearse and Calum Macdonald on keys, Jason Laing on electric 
guitar, Colin Rankine on acoustic guitar, Angy Murray on bass and Del Gunn on drums.

The cast consisted of Iain Neosa Mackinnon as the Journalist, Calum Blane as The Artilleryman, Gordon Smith as 
the Voice of Humanity, Alan Fish as the sung thoughts of the journalist, Rod Morrison as Parson Nathaniel and I 
was privileged to play the role of Beth (the wife of parson Nathaniel). 

When I was first approached to play Beth, I was very reluctant as I felt there were much better singers than myself; 
however, Iain urged me to take the role and I am so grateful that he did. I couldn’t have asked to work with a 
lovelier or more talented group of musicians and actors. The feedback from those who attended was extremely 
positive. There was a huge waiting list of people clambering to get tickets as the word spread and several patrons 
proclaimed it as ‘the best thing ever put on in Stornoway’. 

There have been discussions about performing the show again as a lot of people were disappointed that they were 
unable to acquire tickets. It is also hoped to stage a different production next year.

This is the perfect opportunity to thank everyone again for all the incredible help and support. Alex MacDonald 
and An Lanntair for putting the show on. Mike Adkins, David Calum Macmillan and Calum Fraser for all the 
work on sound, light and practical effects. Anna Murray for all her help with stage management. Sineag Blane for 
her great work on directing and staging as well as make-up. Gerry Blane for making and providing the props. The 
Stornoway Sea Angling Club for the rehearsal space. Sandie Maciver for her wonderful photography and to every-
one who came to the shows or showed their support. Without you this would not have been possible.

Rachel Kennedy

[See p. 29 for photos of the performance.]

War of the Worlds
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 Rachel on the 
main stage

�  The drama! 

1. Bressay the 16-year-
old Shetland pony at 29 
Coll loves licking people.

2. Henrietta, one of 
Murdo Sgaoisaidh’s 
chooks. She hasn’t quite 
mastered her balance!

3. Sapphire, a current 
resident of Goldra Dog 
Sanctuary. Sent in by 
Carolyn Hudson.

4. Mitzy is a 2 year old 
Cockapoo from Tong 
(Tong Park) and she lives 
with her Mum, Dad and 
baby brother Aiden.

1.

2.

4. 3.

War 
of the 

Worlds
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What would my granny Ceit Chalum Ghrèum have said if I told her I had 
been away for a week in the sun to escape the gales and bad weather? It 
would have beyond her understanding. The concept of ‘holiday’ was not 
part of her life. Every year members of the family and their families came 
‘home’. That was their holiday. They were packed in, wherever there was 
space. They enjoyed it. We enjoyed it. While the facilities would have 
been thought spartan by today’s standards the welcome and the enjoy-
ment were 5 star, had there been such things as reviews at that time. 

The bed that stood up to the relatives at holiday time did not do so at 
one ordaighean. I can’t remember how many ladies were in the bed, but 
it failed the test and ‘brag!’ it went in the middle of the night. There was 
much laughter then, and also as the story got told and re-told. I don’t 
know if any could remember the text of the sermon that night, but they 
remembered waking in a dark room and the surprise as arms, legs and gùintean oidhche found themselves intertwined.

It is strange, but none of us ever thought we could maybe go ‘on holiday’. It just was not part of the pattern of things 
in the 1950s. My father never took a holiday. I asked him once why not, and it had never occurred to him. When the 
tweeds were busy he worked the hours needed to get them done. At times there weren't enough hours in the day. The 
peats, the potatoes, the hay, the corn, the sheep and the cow demanded attention. as well as Tod’s, Sticky, Newall, Alec 
Macaulay, Pat Macfarlane and Eddie Gray. These were the ones he wove tweed for.

The only hobbies, were the breacachd occasionally at the Angus River, the creagach at Hubrie, the Leum in Tong, or na 
Sgeiran Beaga at the bottom of Iain ‘an Dhomhnaill’s (‘No Boots’) croft in Gearraidh Ghuirm. And of course the cousins 
would join in these as well. 

It was handy having them to help. To them, all the above activities were something to tell their city friends about. To 
us they were extra helpful hands, as well as company. They became as well known in the village as ourselves. And 
we all went down the machair if there was a football game on. If not, we had our own football games, as well as our 
version of cricket. 

I was nearly 13 before I ever left the island. I happened to see a notice in the crush hall in The Nicolson which said 
there was a Comunn na h Òigridh camp in Inverness, which somehow I managed to get to. It cost only a few pounds, but 
these were not easy to come by. It was the first time I met Gaelic speakers from anywhere else and realised there were 
different dialects. It was the first time I really realised there was any church apart from Back Free Church. On Sunday 
we went to the West Church of Scotland and the Roman Catholic children went to their church. I remember the aston-
ishment that they were allowed to stop in a shop and buy sweets on the way back, when, of course, we were not. Early 
lessons, and many of the contacts made in these early days are still friends and acquaintances.

Changed days. While the concept of ‘com-
ing home’ is still a strong instinct, it is no 
longer the one-way traffic it was at one 
time. Our children now travel in a way 
unimaginable in my young days. The 
world comes to Col Uarach at the press 
of a button. If I told Ceit Chalum Ghrèum 
that I would see this world of travel she 
would have believed me the same as she 
didn’t believe me when I told her man 
had landed on the moon. ‘Many’s the 
other lie that is told on it’ was the reply 
to my invitation to come and see it for 
herself on the rented Maciver and Dart 
black-and-white television. 

This started and ended on the plane as 
I flew back from the sun to the world 
Ceit knew so well. I wonder if she would 
believe that I was writing thousands of 
feet up in the air and sending it to LATN 
in a few seconds as soon as I am back on 
the ground. I doubt it.

Coinneach aig Baile

Last month we published 
a photo of John and Agnes 
Mackay in our Old Photos sec-
tion. We have since received 
further information about the 
photo.

The full caption should have 
read John Mackay (am Bounce) 
with Agnes Graham, 19 Upper 
Coll (Agnes Dhomhnaill Piugh). 
Agnes married Kenny Stewart 
(Kenny Gionn) and their chil-
dren are Margaret, Norman 
(Simon), the late Donald and 
George. We reprint the photo 
here for posterity.

Correction
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Material for publication in the MAY issue of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in before MONDAY 15 APRIL 2019

Makes 12-18 buns, depending 
on the size required

Ingredients

500g strong white plain flour 
5g fine salt 
90g softened butter 
1 level tsp ground cinnamon 
1 level tsp mixed spice 
½ tsp ground mace 
Grated rind of half an orange 
Grated rind of half a lemon 
100g raisins 
15g dried yeast
300ml whole milk, heated until lukewarm 
60g caster sugar 
1 egg 

For the crosses
Either use bought sweet shortcrust pastry, rolled thin and cut 
into strips, or combine 170g plain flour with 125g softened 
butter and 1 dessert spoon of icing sugar. Bind to a paste with 
a small amount of cold water, and chill before rolling. 

For the stickiness 
Mix five tablespoons of warm milk with 60g caster sugar 

until slightly syrupy, then allow to cool.

Method 
1. Put the flour and salt in a large mixing 
bowl and rub in the butter. Add the spices, 
citrus zest and raisins and set aside. Stir the 
yeast into the warm milk until dissolved, 
then add the sugar and egg. Make a well 
in the centre of the bowl containing the dry 
ingredients, and add all the yeast mixture. 
Mix well then dust your hands and the 
counter with extra plain flour, scrape the 
dough out of the bowl onto the counter and 
knead, stretching and pulling the dough 

until it is soft and elastic. 

2. Put the dough back in the bowl, cover with cling 
film and put in a warm (up to 29C/84F) place for 1.5–2 h or 
until doubled in size. Remove from the bowl, knock the air 
out, then cut into 12 equal pieces. Shape into rounds, and 
place about 3cm apart on a greased baking sheet (or one 
covered in baking paper). Cut strips from the rolled out 
sweet pastry, and stick crosses to the surface of the bun 
with a little milk. 

3. Leave the buns to prove, uncovered, in a warm place until 
doubled in size again (for about 40 min). Preheat the oven to 
230C/450F/Gas 8 and bake for about 10 min until pale brown. 
You do not want them to be too dark, but they should sound 
hollow when tapped on the base. Cool on a rack; brush with 
the sticky milk and leave it to set. Eat warmed with butter.

Oisean a' Chòcaire

Hot Cross Buns

Old Photos Many of a certain generation will 
remember this much liked local character, 

Angus Macdonald (Aonghas Mor or A 
Ruisanach) 17 Coll 

Malcolm Maciver,  
49 Coll (Calum 

a'Chogaidh) circa late 
80s

 Domhnall Alasdair 
Stewart overseeing his 
young sheepshearing 
apprentice at 29 Coll, 
circa 1980


