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First question: is this wind ever 
going away? As I write this 
month’s column, Storm Ellen is 
sitting in the Atlantic waiting to 
make her way in…the third storm 
in as many weeks. The bad weath-
er seems incessant this year. We have very 
few frosts and little (or no) real snowfall, but 
the rain and gales have made their presence 
felt. We’ve lost a lot of people from our vil-
lages this winter, both old and young. Roll 
on spring and all it brings…lambs, calves, 
chicks, daffodils and brighter evenings, and 
on that note, can I remind you all again about 
the importance of keeping dogs on leads and 
under control at this very important time 
of  year. It is the law that dogs be on leads 
around livestock at all times. Very many of 
them—sheep, cows and goats—will be heav-
ily pregnant now and completely defence-
less. We’ve already seen on Facebook the 
images of the attack in Tolsta, with the crofter 
losing her sheep and the dog owner having 
to put his dog down. Not a situation anyone 
wants to be in. So please be aware and abide 
by the law. Anyone with B&Bs or running 
Airbnb should remind guests of this as well, 
as tourists may not be aware of this legality.

Second question: will you be going to the 
International Women’s Day (IWD) event at 
Upper Coll this year? This is the fourth year 
running the event has been marked with 
an art exhibition and Saturday afternoon of 
workshops, open to all. This year I’ve been 
asked to deliver a 45-minute workshop 
on chicken-keeping. After much delibera-
tion, I accepted the invitation. Being in the 
Editor’s chair of LATN has opened my eyes 
to how tricky it can be to get people to vol-
unteer, so I couldn’t justify saying no. The 
last time I spoke in public was fifteen years 
ago, almost to the month, to present my 
final-year dissertation thesis at university. 
Hopefully, the audience this time around 
will be more friendly and will find my 
chicken waffle interesting. 

Why support IWD? According to the United 
Nations, the first National Woman’s Day 
was observed in the USA on 28 February 
1909, when women protested against work-
ing conditions in garment factories. This 
was followed in 1910 by the establishment 
of an International Women’s Day, to honour 
the movement for women’s rights and build 
support for achieving universal suffrage for 
women. In 1911, IWD was marked for the 
first time in Austria, Germany, Denmark 

and Switzerland, where 
more than 1 million 
women and men attend-
ed rallies demanding 
women’s right to vote 
and hold public office. 
During the war years, 
IWD was used as a 
mechanism to protest 
against the wars. In 1917, 
Russia chose to protest 
and strike for ‘Bread and 
Peace’ on 8 March…four 

days later the Czar abdicated and the pro-
visional government granted women the 
right to vote. Skip forward to 1995 and 189 
governments signed a declaration envision-
ing a world where every woman and girl can 
exercise her choices, participate in politics, 
get an education, have an income and live in 
a society free from violence and discrimina-
tion. Sounds good in principle…however, in 
practice it still isn’t really working like that 25 
years on. Take our own council, for example. 
Not one councillor is female. Why? What are 
the barriers that still need breaching in order 
for women to put themselves forward for 
these positions? I would be really interested 
to hear your opinions on this and encourage 
you to write in with your thoughts. 

Skip again from 1995 to 2015, and countries 
adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development and its 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals. Goal 5 states ‘Achieve 
gender equality and empower all women 
and girls’. So, from 1995 to 2015, it seems 
the struggle is still real for women. What can 
change between now and 2030 and why do 
we still need an IWD? These are all important 
questions (incidentally, International Men’s 
Day is celebrated annually in November). 

I, for one, was shocked by the sudden 
death of Caroline Flack, a young woman 
who was under intense media scrutiny. But 
you don’t have to be a celebrity to feel the 
same pressures, so I shall end by saying 
stop being cruel to one another, support 
each other, don’t judge, celebrate women’s 
achievements, raise awareness against bias 
and take action for equality. As it says on the 
IWD website ‘An equal world is an enabled 
world’. #IWD2020 #EachforEqual

Enjoy the issue.
Jayne

 www.facebook.com/LochaTuathNews

 @lochatuathnews

 instagram.com/lochatuathnews

Cover image courtesy Chris Hammacott (see 
Nature’s Diary)
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School Road, Vatisker, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JY) or by email (latneditor2@outlook.com). 
Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. We are now able to scan pho-
tos and documents at the office. Please contact the editor to make an appointment. If 
you need to have an article typed, please contact the secretary.

Missed any issues? If you would like a copy of any Loch a Tuath News sent to you, 
then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and en-
close £3.50 to cover cost and postage.

We need you to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of 
the community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the district, 
but they need your help. See the contact details on this page. Thanks!
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Back
Congratulations

The owners of the only five-star bed 
and breakfast in the Western Isles have 
received top marks from Visit Scotland, 
less than a year after taking over the busi-
ness. Sue and Tom Reid became the new 
owners of Broad Bay House in January 
last year after moving to Back from their 
home in the Cotswolds in England. Within 
12 months of taking the reins the couple 
have retained the business’ five-star sta-
tus. Broad Bay House opened in 2006 and 
offers panoramic sea views from its van-
tage point on Leathad Druim Thàis. We send 
our warmest congratulations to Sue and 
Tom on this well-earned accolade. 

Bereavement

Our village's oldest resident, Mrs Margaret 
Tough (Màiread Ghurais), passed away 
peacefully on 3 February aged 96 years. 
She was the oldest of five daughters in 
the family of Kenneth and Mary Ann 
Gunn, 1 New Street, Back.  In times past, 
Màiread was a valuable source of knowl-
edge regarding genealogy and local his-
tory. She was also one of just a handful 
of surviving individuals whose names 
appear on our local WW2 Roll of Honour, 
having served in the NAAFI during the 
war's latter years. Of a warm, friendly and 
gentle disposition, Màiread was well-liked 
among her contemporaries and friends 
and will be much missed in her small, 
close neighbourhood in the Poileagan. In 
their sad loss we extend our condolences 
to her daughters Annie Mary and Joan and 
their families and to her sisters Murdag, 
Ciorstag, Iseabail and Seòrdag. 

Get Well Wishes

We send our best wishes to Maureen 
Stewart (12A Back), who is currently 
receiving medical treatment in Glasgow.

Back in the Past

The writer recently came across a docu-
ment of local historical interest: a writ, 
dated 13 March 1920, issued against some 
of the Back men who raided Gress Farm 
exactly 100 years ago. The document 
belonged to our late neighbour Donald 
Graham (Dolsic) whose father Murdo (Am 
Beag) was one of the aforementioned raid-
ers. Those who are named in the writ are 
Dòmhnall 'an Dhòmhnaill —an Crùbag (6 
Back); Am Beag and Ailig Alasdair Bhig (8 
Back); Ruaraidh Mhurchaidh Portair and his 
brother John (11 Back); Roddy Dhòmhnaill 
Duinn (44 Back); Calum Ailein Thormoid 
(59 Back) and Malcolm Ferguson. Initial 
enquiries have so far failed to establish 
the identity of the last named individual. 
If any reader knows who this is, please 
pass on the information to any Loch a 
Tuath News or Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a' 
Bhac committee member. A copy of the 

aforementioned will be published along-
side part 3 of our new Land Raids series, 
which begins in this issue. 

Winter Watch

The winter of 2019–20  joins our growing 
list of recent seasons (with the possible 
exception of the late autumn) as being 
eminently disappointing, if not depress-
ing. We have experienced three named 
storms, Brendan on 13 January, Ciara on 
9 February and Dennis on 16 February. 
Although their impact here was relatively 
benign, it was noticeable just how long the 
strong winds lingered after the storms' 
centres had passed through. A succes-
sion of Atlantic weather fronts throughout 
the winter has led to higher-than-average 
rainfall totals. Interestingly there wasn't a 
single air frost in January let alone a flake 
of snow—occasional hail, though, which is 
always unwelcome. We are definitely due 
a change of fortune and with the lambing 
season almost upon us crofters will be 
hoping that Spring Watch will be record-
ing much better news in three months’ 
time.

Medal Success

Well done to Isla Macdonald who 
won a bronze at the Scottish Schools 
Championships in Tollcross, Glasgow 
recently, representing Inverness Royal 
Academy. She was also awarded the 13/14 
Club Championship shield for Inverness 
Swim Club. Isla is the daughter of Andy 
and Mandy Macdonald, Inverness, and 
granddaughter of Murdo (Milo) and Joan 
Murray (47 Back).

Martin Re-signs with Brora

On 14 February, Brora Rangers announced 
that Martin Maclean (formerly of 58 Back) 
has signed a new two-year contract with 
the football club. On the club’s Facebook 
page, Martin said he is ‘really pleased 
to sign another 2 year deal which will 
take me up to 10 years with the club’. 
Furthermore, Martin was recently voted 
into Brora Rangers' Team of the Decade. 
Well done.

New Driver

Congratulations to Abbie Morrison, 2 
Lighthill, who recently passed her driv-
ing test. We wish you many years of safe 
motoring.

Vatisker
Graduation
From across the pond we send our con-
gratulations to Annie Compton who has 
graduated BSc Nursing from the University 
of Prince Edward Island, Canada. Annie 
is the daughter of Isobel Mairi and Rev. 
Kent Compton and the granddaughter of 
Mrs Annie Campbell (Anna Shandaidh), 2 
Vatisker.

Bereavements
The community was saddened to learn of 
the passing of Ishbel Mackenzie (Iseabail 
Chailein Neillie) at Bethesda Hospice on 1 
February. She was aged 71 years. Ishbel 
was well known to many across the island 
through her years of employment as a shop 
assistant in Murdo Macleans on Cromwell 
Street. In recent years she made several vis-
its to Africa to support her husband Kenny 
John in his work with God is Good: Africa 
at the Lighthill Christian School in Uganda. 
Ishbel was a kind, charitable and sympa-
thetic individual, and the communal sense 
of sorrow at her passing was evident at the 
wake and funeral service in Back Church. 
Our thoughts at this sad time are with 
Kenny John at 69 Lighthill, Vatisker and also 
with Ishbel's sisters and brother. 

It is with much regret that we record the 
premature passing of Kenneth Macleod at 
his home in Aberdeen on 3 February aged 
just 45. Ken spent his formative years at the 
Free Church Manse in Stornoway during 
the time that his father, the late Rev. Murdo 
Alex Macleod, served as the parish's min-
ister. After graduating BA Business Studies 
from Paisley University he later moved 
to Aberdeen where he was employed as 
a Senior Planning Engineer with an oil 
company. Ken was very popular among 
his many friends and will be affectionately 
remembered for his engaging, outgoing 
manner and his infectious sense of humour. 
In their grievous loss we extend our condo-
lences to his mother Annibel (Aros, Lighthill 
Road), his brothers Alexander, Colin, David 
and John, and his sister Catherine. 

Coll
Top Runner
At February’s Stornoway Running and 
Athletic Club prize giving, Jess Muir (29 
Coll) picked up the Sharon Gillies Cup 
for most promising newcomer. Jess is cur-
rently in EP7 at Sgoil a’ Bhac.

Coll Correspondent
After 23 years of reporting the village 
news from Coll, Ishbal Maclean has 
decided to retire. We thank Ishbal for her 
many years of volunteering for the maga-
zine. However, this means we have a 
vacancy for a new correspondent. Could 
it be you? The role entails collecting the 
village news, ensuring it is factually cor-
rect, and emailing it in to the Editor 10 
times a year. Get in touch, we’d love to 

As Na 
Bailtean
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Jordan Macdonald  
and Melissa Fisher 

(Gress)

As na 
Bai ltean 
Pictures

 Annie Compton (Vatisker)
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Kate with big brothers Ross and Fraser (Tong) 

New Baby!

Jess Muir (Coll) Isla Macdonald (Back) 

Congratul ations!

Martin Maclean 
(photo courtesy 

Brora Rangers FC) 

Ken Macleod (Vatisker)   
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hear from you. We are a great wee team 
to work with!  Email the editor or speak 
to any of the committee members for 
further information.

Gress
Birthday Wishes

We send our congratulations and 
best wishes to Jessie Haddow (nee 
Maclennan) for her 90th birthday on 9 
March. Jessie grew up at 23 Gress but 
spent her married life in Perth where 
she had been married to Frank Haddow, 
who passed away a few years ago. We 
hope you enjoy this special day.

We also wish Donald Stewart (Dòmhnall 
Neil John) a happy 92nd birthday, which 
he celebrated on 17 February. Donald 
was brought up at 16 Gress, but made 
his home in Inverness.

Get Well Wishes

Get well wishes are sent to Kenneth 
(Nenna) Macleod and his father-in-law 
Dondy, who are both now at home 
recovering from surgery. They have a 
very able nurse in Sandra. We hope to 
see you both out and about soon.

Engagement

Congratulations to Jordan Macdonald 
(son of Martin and Morag, St Aula’s 
View) and Melissa Fisher on their recent 
engagement.

Thank you

We would like to thank the Community 
Council for the Senior Citizens’ Dinner 
at Eleven. The food was delicious and 
the company and Coisir Sgìre a’ Bhac 
were excellent.

Tong
New Baby

Anne and Angus Alan MacDonald (13a 
Aird Tong) have recently welcomed 
their eighth grandchild with the birth 
of Kate on 14 February. Kate is the third 
child of Jennifer and Dave Mackenzie, 
Lower Sandwick. Her two big brothers 
are Ross aged 5 and Fraser aged 2.

Band Night

Tong Hall are having a Band night 
on 7 March. Tickets are £10 and 
available at Stitch in the Ditch. 

New Driver

Congratulations to Laura Johnson 
(2 Milkinghill), who has recently 
passed her driving test. Safe driving 
Laura!

Upper Coll
Bereavements

We send our deepest sympathies to 
the family of the late Ken MacLeod, 
who passed away suddenly on 3 
February, aged 45. We remember his 
brother John and family at no. 82 
and his sister Catherine and family 
at no. 60 at this sad time, as well as 
his mother Annibel and the wider 
family at home and away.

We also offer our most sincere con-
dolences to Annie Mary Maciver and 
family at no. 26 on the passing of her 
mother, Margaret Tough, aged 96, 
who passed away on 3 February. 

We were very sorry to hear of the 
sudden passing of Erick Rios from 
Peru on 16 January while on holiday 
visiting family in Scotland with his 
wife Mairi Catherine and their chil-
dren Ruth and Rebekah. We send 
our heartfelt sympathies to Mairi 
Catherine and her daughters and 
also remember Erick’s family in Peru. 
Mairi Catherine used to live at num-
ber 4 Upper Coll and is the daughter 
of Iver and Mairi Martin. 

Get Well Wishes

We send our best wishes to any vil-
lagers who have been unwell or in 
hospital.

Village News

If anyone has any news at all they 
would like us to include in the Upper 
Coll column please do get in touch. 
We would love to hear from you.

WHAT'S ON?
2019-20

----  ---------  ------  
6 MARCH

CEBac Lecture by Tom Maciver on 
community drama, The Hut, 7.30pm

Gress Common Grazings AGM
----  ---------  ------  

7 MARCH
Charity Winter Show and 

Auction in aid of Simba and 
Stornoway Maternity Unit

Lewis & Harris Auction Mart, 
Stornoway, from 2pm

Band Night, Tong Hall, 8.30pm
----  ---------  ------  
10 MARCH

Community Council meeting, The 
Hut, 7pm

----  ---------  ------  
14 MARCH

International Women’s Day, Back 
FRC, Upper Coll, 12–4pm)

----  ---------  ------  
20 MARCH

Loch a’ Tuath Community Hut 
AGM, The Hut, 7pm

----  ---------  ------  
4 APRIL

Macmillan Easter Fun Day, Back 
FRC, Upper Coll

----  ---------  ------  
17 APRIL

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a Bhac 
AGM, The Hut, 7.30pm

----  ---------  ------   
25 APRIL

Tong Village Spring Clean Up

Small Breed Dog Walk, Coll 
Beach, from 11am

----  ---------  ------  
27–31 JULY

Tong Scarecrow Competition
----  ---------  ------  

24 OCTOBER
Tong Village Autumn Clean Up

----  ---------  ------  
7 NOVEMBER

Tong Village Bonfire, 7pm

Gress Common Grazings
Friday 6 March, 7:30pm

Coll Centre

AGM

New Baby!

AGM
Monday 20th March @7pm

All Welcome
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Dear Editor

As many of your readers already know I am undertaking 
research on Vatisker in the hope of releasing a publication 
on the village in collaboration with Comann Eachdraidh 
Sgire a’ Bhac (CEBac). I am very keen to include your 
recollections and tributes to your relatives and to include 
any old photos you may have. My research is currently 
focused on those born in or prior to 1911, but I would 
be very grateful for any information whatsoever. Over 
the last few months I have managed to gather some very 
valuable information from individuals and it really does 
bring the story to life. It is a great opportunity for anyone 
with Vatisker ancestors to ensure that their memory lives 
on forever. If you would like to donate any stories or pho-
tographs please do get in touch. 

Currently, I am looking for help with regard to the follow-
ing, in particular. Do you have any connections to 1 Vatisker? 
If so would you like to contribute any information on 
your ancestors/family members for inclusion in the CEBac 
archives and/or the Vatisker Diaries project? Do you have 
any photos or stories to share? If so please do get in touch.

My research is currently focused on members of the 
Vatisker community who were born before the 1911 cen-
sus. Up until then the tenants of 1 Vatisker were: Donald 
Stewart until 1855, Norman Graham until 1906, Ann 

MacIver until 1910 and then her heirs.

I have a few loose ends I have been unable so far to tie 
up for 1 Vatisker, in particular: (1) Donald Graham, born 
1850, son of Norman Graham and Isabella Morrison. I 
cannot find any death records in Scotland for Donald or 
any emigration records. Did Donald emigrate? (2) Murdo 
Graham, born 1854, son of Norman Graham and Isabella 
Morrison. He emigrated to Canada with his wife (Jessie 
Matheson) and family in 1888. The following children 
emigrated with him: Catherine Anne Graham, born 1883; 
Donald Graham, born 1885; and Mary Graham, born 
1887. Does anyone have any information on them? (3) 
Murdo's application for emigration in 1888 included 2 
cousins: John Graham, aged 23. As far as I can tell Murdo 
had two cousins called John Graham: son of Donald 55 
Back and son of Angus 20 Coll. Does anyone know which 
one may have intended to emigrate but in the end didn't 
embark? Mary MacArthur, aged 22. This one is a complete 
mystery at the moment. I cannot find any connection to 
MacArthurs. Mary did embark with the Grahams? Does 
anyone have any information on who this may have been?

You can contact me on Iquigley@sky.com, via the 'Memories 
of Vatisker' Facebook page or via Loch a Tuath News.

Yours sincerely 
Ian Quigley

Letter to the Editor

As well as being selected to play for the U18 Scottish 
Schools national squad, last month’s cover star and Back FC 
Development Club graduate 15-year-old James Graham will 
undergo a trial at Manchester United at the start of March. 
As previously reported in our November 2019 edition, James 
spent two weeks at Liverpool’s youth academy last October, 
scoring twice for the Liverpool U16 side against Notts 
County, and also played against Sheffield United. Having 
done well for the Ross County youth team and piquing the 
interest of several major clubs, James could establish himself 
as an important player for a big team. James is the grandson 
of the late Kenny (5 Coll) and Angusina Graham (3 Lighthill). 

Photo credit: Scottish Schools Football AssociationJa
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Congratulations to Eleanor Smith (Tong), 
who has signed a contract to play for 
Partick Thistle WFC. The defender, who 
was most recently with Glasgow Women, 
joins Partick Thistle after a short spell 
training with the club. Coincidentally, 
Eleanor’s first SWPL match for the Jags 
will be against her former club. Describing 
her play in an online interview with the 
club as ‘dynamic, proactive and creative’, 
we’re sure Eleanor will do very well in her 
new jersey. 

Photo credit: @ThistleWFC

Eleanor Signs for 
Partick Thistle
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With the prospect of the Crown Estate revenues being 
devolved to local authorities this year a new opportu-
nity for community development and empowerment 
is opening up with the distribution of £1.7m across the 
nine electoral wards of Comhairle nan Eilean Siar. This 
means that there is £97.5k for the Loch a Tuath Ward 
for infrastructure projects and £38k for community pro-
jects plus £30k for the development of two Community 
Partnership Boards to administer the funding. This 
funding will be on an annual basis, but the figure will 
vary from year to year.  

This new stream of funding opens up a great opportu-
nity for developing new enterprises and projects in the 
community that could put the area on a more sound 
footing for the coming years. It also ties in very well with 
the Comhairle’s continued community conversations on 
service delivery options to engage communities on how 
best to deliver public services in the future. 

The community conversation exercises that have taken 
place in the Loch a Tuath Ward have highlighted ideas 
and projects for further discussion. Constituted groups 

in the communities have been identified that could form 
the core delivery mechanism for coordinating communi-
ty services and manage funding. The next round of com-
munity conversations will be on Monday 9 March for 
Tong and Back at 7pm in Back School, and for Tolsta 
on Wednesday 11 March at 7pm in the Tigh Ceilidh. 

Those meetings will further explore the potential of estab-
lishing a framework for the creation of two Community 
Partnership Boards (CPB). One for Tong and Back and 
the other for Tolsta. Each CPB must be a formally consti-
tuted body with the ability to manage financial resourc-
es, enter contracts and manage staff. The CPB could be 
an existing body that, with community agreement, may 
represent the area and work with the Comhairle for the 
delivery of the Area Plan. The boards will provide the 
governance arrangements for administering the fund-
ing. Applications for funding will go through the boards 
and will be assessed against an approved criteria.  

Each Community Partnership Board will be expected to: 

• provide community leadership in delivering local 
aspirations, identifying opportunities and address-
ing challenges; 

• develop a Community Plan in collaboration with 
the Single Island Partnership; 

• deliver the agreed Community Plan; 

• monitor and report to the community on the 
delivery of the Community Plan; 

• take responsibility for managing such resources 
and services as Partners agree to devolve to the 
CPB; and 

• act as the principal point of contact, consultation 
and engagement for members of the Single Island 
Partnership. 

The groups already identified in the Loch a Tuath 
area for partnership working are The Community 
Councils, Tong Recreation Association, Back Football 
and Recreation Association, Tolsta Community 
Development Ltd, Stornoway Trust, North Tolsta 
Historical Society, Commun Eachdraidh Sgire a’ 
Bhac, Loch a Tuath News, and grazings committees. 
Those groups will be invited to attend the meetings 
on 9 and 11 March.  

There will be further updates in Loch a Tuath News 
as area plans are developed. In the meantime 
please contact your local councillors if you have 
any questions.  

Councillor Donald Crichton 
On behalf of Loch a Tuath Councillors. 

New opportunities as Crown Estate revenue
funding comes on stream for coastal communities 
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NORRIE'S GARAGE
 Cars and Commercial Servicing and Repairs 

 MOT  Tyres 

 Wheel Alignment & Wheel Balancing 

 Large Stock of Truck and Trailer Parts 

TEL: 01851 705398
Email: info@norriesgarage.co.uk

43 BELLS ROAD, STORNOWAY

ISLE OF LEWIS HS1 2RL

GOOD RANGE OF 
TYRES IN STOCK
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On a stormy night (yet again!) we were very pleased to welcome 
Eilidh Mackenzie, formerly of Gress, and now living on the 
Black Isle, ‘home’ to deliver our February lecture. Eilidh’s lecture 
was Sealladh bhon a bheing. Her engaging talk, focusing on com-
munity, choirs and her father Rod’s legacy to Gaelic choral music 
in this area, included slides, audio clips (some voices were rec-
ognised!), a song or two and some verses of community singing. 

Thanks once more go to Coinneach Smith for simultaneous 
translation, to Don Macdonald for filming the event, and to all 
those who helped in the kitchen and in setting up the hall. 

The talk is now available to view on our YouTube channel, as is 
Iain Mackinnon’s January talk, Aspects of the religious history of 
Back. We hope to hear the next part of Iain’s talk in next season’s 
series of lectures.

The final talk for the winter will be given by Tom Maciver, for-
merly of Upper Coll. We look forward to hearing of the history 
of community drama in Sgìre a’ Bhac, in which Tom played a 
great part.

At present we are making plans for an opportunity for anyone 
who wishes to come and get any photos you may have scanned 
and returned. We also hope to finalise a date for a showing of 
Coinneach Smith’s presentation, which some folk missed at 
Gress 100. Watch this space!

The first AGM of Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a Bhac will be held 
in The Hut on 17 April 2020 at 7.30pm

We now have a considerable amount of material that needs tran-
scribed and we need volunteers to help with that task. If you can 

help, please get in touch; our contact 
details are below.

For those on social media, keep up with us 
on Facebook, Twitter and our website. There is also an associ-
ated Facebook page, ‘Memories of Vatisker’, which is worth 
checking out.

Be sure to look up our YouTube channel for some historical vid-
eos (including a Back School concert from 1992). On our website, 
in the resources section, you will find some digitised resources, 
including Old History and Crofting of Gress and periodic newslet-
ters, all produced by the old Comunn. Follow us on Facebook 
and Twitter for the latest news and photos. 

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac
9 Broadbay View

Back
Isle of Lewis

HS2 0LA

Email: info@cebac.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ComannEBac/

Twitter: @cEBac_org
Website: https://cebac.org/

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac SCIO (Back Historical 
Society, CEBac) is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated 

Organisation (SCIO), SC049033, regulated by the Scottish 
Charity Regulator (OSCR).

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac – Back Historical 
Society March 2020 Update

The regular meeting was held on Tuesday 
11 February and a number of issues were 
discussed.

The Community Council has a small 
amount of money to spend on local play-
parks and had hoped to work with the 
School Parent Council to provide equip-
ment at the school. Unfortunately, owing 
to difficulty accessing the playground 
outside school hours this has not been 
possible and the Community Council is 
now looking at improving other play-
parks.

The radar speed sign purchased by the 
Community Council is currently out of 
use due to a problem with the casing. 
The Community Council and Technical 
Services in the Comhairle are working 
with the company to resolve this. The 
issue of speeding on the way to Brevig 
has been raised with the police and the 
Council has been asked to look at road 
safety measures.

It is understood that a further Community 
Conversation is planned throughout 
the Western Isles and that the consulta-
tion meeting for Back and Tong will be 
held in Back School on Monday 9 March 
from 7pm. This is an opportunity for 

people in the area to speak with repre-
sentatives of the Comhairle and tell them 
what the community would like to see 
done in our area. It is understood that 
a separate meeting for Tolsta will take 
place on Wednesday of the same week. 
Further information about these meetings 
appears elsewhere in this edition.

The Community Council would also like 
to hear people’s views and is planning 
to send a survey to every house in the 
area from Gearraidh Ghuirm to Gress 
and filling in and returning this will help 
us to address the priorities of the whole 
community

The next meeting of the Community 
Council will be held on Tuesday 10 March 
2020 at 7pm in the Community Hut.

Senior Citizens’ Dinner

A very successful senior citizens’ din-
ner was held in Eleven restaurant on 
Saturday 8 February with around 50 peo-
ple attending. A very pleasant meal was 
followed by entertainment from Coisir 
Sgire a’ Bhac and the afternoon was 
enjoyed by all. The Community Council 
would like to thank the management and 
staff of Eleven for the excellent meal and 
service and helping to create a relaxed 

and happy atmosphere. Thanks also to 
the choir for giving of their time and let-
ting as again appreciate their Mod pieces 
and also join in the Community singing! 
Some photos are  shown on p29.

Defibrillator Training

The previous Saturday saw almost 40 
people gather at the Coll Centre for defi-
brillator training from Lucky2BHere. 
This provided participants not only with 
training in the use of the defibrillators 
which have been in our community for 
the last 3 years, but also an introduction 
to the recovery position and what to do 
if someone is choking. The Community 
Council is grateful to the Lucky2BHere 
trainers and to Terri for organising this 
the fourth such training in our commu-
nity,. The Community Council is also 
grateful to those in the community who 
regularly check the defibrillators at the 
Coll Centre, the Community Hut and in 
Gress to ensure they are always ready 
should they be needed.

If you have not done this training but 
would like to, please get in touch and if 
there are sufficient numbers we will try 
and organise training before next year.

Back Community Council Update - March 2020
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International Women’s Day
Our International Women’s Day celebrations will take place 
on Saturday 14 March this year. This will be our fourth year of 
marking the event and alongside our usual art exhibition we also 
have some exciting new activities on the programme.

There will be a range of workshops on offer, including yoga, 
sound therapy, t’ai chi, willow weaving, singing and hen 
keeping. Plus, a wide range of stalls, a chance for a bit of 
pampering, and you’ll also be able get creative at our craft 
table.

We have our fingers crossed that the weather will have 
improved by then and you’ll also be able to try your hand 
at rowing with Stornoway Rowing Club or cycling with 
the embark project.

The event opens at 12pm, so why not join us for lunch 
too? The lunches are being provided by Sgoil a' Bhac 
Parent Council as a fundraiser and this year rather than 
have a charity raffle we have decided to support Eilean 
Siar Food Bank by collecting donations. We would par-
ticularly welcome donations of feminine hygiene prod-
ucts and toiletries as they are less likely to be donated 
and hugely appreciated by beneficiaries. So please help 
us by bringing along a little something to donate.

Entrance is free, thanks to this year’s support from the 
Western Isles Development Trust. So pop the date in 
your diary and don’t miss out on this great event.

Please note, places on some workshops are limited due 
to space/equipment, so we recommend you sign up on 
arrival on the day to avoid disappointment. Places can-
not be booked before the event.

Smash in2 Badminton
Kicking off our new badminton tuition which starts after 
the Easter holidays we are thrilled to announce two days 

of Badminton fun for all ages during the Easter Holidays thanks 
to Badminton Scotland.

Join us on Monday 6 and Tuesday 7 April for some basic coach-
ing, fun games and small competitions. There will be different 
sessions for different ages from Primary 1 to Adult, plus sessions 
for families to come together.

Back Footbal l and Recreation Club - What's on in March? 

Dates for your diary:
Boogie Bounce Mondays 6.30pm and Saturdays 

9.30am (drop-ins available) 
Keep Fit Tuesdays 7pm and Thursdays 

9.30am
Island Archers Wednesdays 7–9pm

Back Bowls Thursdays 7.30pm
Rainy Day Bike Club Thursdays 12–3pm

Beginners Bowls Fridays 10.30–12pm
Book Club Thursday 5 March 7pm

Art Club Saturday 21 March 10.30am
Gym Inductions Thursday 5 March 6pm, Tuesday 10 

March 6pm
Women's Day Saturday 14 March 12-4pm

Macmillan Easter Fun 
Day

Saturday 4 April

Smash in2 Badminton Monday 6 and Tuesday 7 April

If you’d like to find out more about any of the activities 
happening at Back FC and Rec. Club please contact Terri 

on 01851 820745 or visit our website
www.backfrc.org.uk

1  Mark Macdonald 

2  Peter O'Donnell

3  Malky Macleod

4  James Macleod

5  Bob Ferguson

6  Nigel Powers

7  B. Nelson

8  Terry Condie

9  Rob Macdonald

10  Calum Maclean

Bowls League Table
Top 10 as of 6 February 2020
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Sound Bath 12–1pm

As the bowls play you will slowly become focused on the sound and soon 
forget about the others in the room. We'll start with a short guided relaxation 
before the sound begins. Let the vibrations from the crystal singing bowls 
and Tibetan Gong wash over you as they re-balance every cell in your body, 
align your chakra system, release stress and leave you feeling energised, 
restored and more positive.

Tales from the Henhouse 12–12.45pm

Meet Jayne who swapped her power suits and heels for overalls and wellies 
when she returned from the city to the croft. Jayne loves her crofting life and 
is crazy about her hens. Find out what it is about hen keeping that she loves 
so much, meet some of her favourite girls and maybe share some of your 
own stories too.

All That Jazz–Singing 1–2pm

For those who remember music and movement at school this is a modern 
update; sing your heart out and let your body move to the rhythm of 'All that 
Jazz' from Chicago. Lift your spirits and give your heart a workout, enjoy this 
shared experience for an easy, fun session. You do not have to be able to sing! 
Lyric sheets will be provided.

T’ai Chi for Self-defence 1.15–2.15pm
T’ai chi is a Chinese martial art. It is characterised by soft-flowing movements 
and, as well as providing a comprehensive and accessible method of self-
defence, is widely acknowledged as having a range of health benefits. This 
session will be an introduction to the t’ai chi form and its basic applications. 
Comfortable clothing and flat shoes advised.

Yoga and Meditation 2.30–3.30pm

All abilities welcome for a ground-
ing meditation and a gentle mindful 
movement practice.

Willow Weaving 2.30–4pm

An introduction to basic willow weav-
ing; you will learn about the back-
ground to willow weaving and get to 
make your own willow fish and stars.

PLUS (weather permitting) through-
out the day:

Blones on Bikes 

The Embark community cycling pro-
ject offers this exciting opportunity 
to trial Ebikes and consider joining a 
regular ladies cycling group. Great for 
fun, friendship and fitness!

Ladies that Launch

Stornoway Rowing Club will be offer-
ing a taster session on the water.

Women's Day Workshops

On Saturday 25 January, twenty-four enthusiastic bowlers played for the 
Haggis Trophy. There were two sections, A and B. The teams from section A 
played first; each game was well contested, with close scores recorded. Next 
the games from section B were played, with the results of each game being 
very close too. However, as the competition progressed, team 1 from section 
A were the outright winners of the section, and the leading team in section B 
was team 8 and would compete in the final. Team 1 from section A, consist-
ing of Malky and John Macaskill, from the outset were well ahead of team 
8, Terry Condie and Nick Green, from section B. End after end it was team 
1 that had the upper hand, and so it continued. An attempt at a fight back 
by team 8 was to no avail, with Malky's team unbeaten and winning the tro-
phy. Congratulations to the winners and commiserations to the runners up.

The club would like to thank all who took part, especially those from the 
Stornoway and Breasclete clubs.

The trophy is played on the Saturday closes to the birthday of Rabbie 
Burns, hence the name the Haggis Trophy, and the club express their 
thanks to MacLeod and MacLeod butchers who donated the haggis, and 
to Duncan and Malky who supervised the cooking, ensuring that everything was cooked 
to perfection, including the neeps and tatties. 

The next competition is the Kenneth (Titan) MacDonald trophy, which will be played on Saturday 29 February and will 
be reported on in the next issue. The updated league table is shown on the facing page.

D.A. Stewart 

Bowls Bulletin

Winners of the Haggis trophy 
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Roving Reporters

Ayla, Abbie, Amelia, Charlotte, Leah, Layla 
and Rosie worked together to record all the 
latest news from Tong School. It is a big 
help when we work as a team. 

Nursery News 

Both nurseries are enjoying their 
topic on Scotland. The children 
in the English playroom put on a 
little show where they sang a selec-
tion of Scottish songs and danced a 
little jig as they sang. The parents were 
invited to the performance and their toes 
were tapping along! The children and staff in 
the Gaelic playroom and GM1 are busy planning 
a Scottish tea party and family and friends will be 
invited along. We have included a selection of pho-
tographs from both playrooms. 

Tong School
 It's fun to explore outside

Careful concentration 
 A sing and a jig!

 Keeping a 
careful eye 
on the fish 
in the Gaelic 
playroom

Ready for 
Highland 

Games with 
Eric Macleod 

from Active  
Schools 

What a great 
 shelter
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Brochan
As each class in the school has taken ‘Scotland’ as a project for this term, our school concert was based on Scottish history. 
The show was titled ‘Brochan’ and was a lively tour through the centuries. Each class took to the stage to sing a Scottish 
song and the whole school joined together for ‘Caledonia’ and ‘Alba’. We are grateful to Mr Maciver, Mr Woods and Mrs 
Johnson for their musical input. Mrs Macleod (P6/7) co-ordinated the show and we wish to thank her for all her hard work. 
We are also thankful to Mrs Heckles for working so diligently behind the scenes. The audience met a varied mix of charac-
ters along the way and we thank all those who showed their support by attending the afternoon or evening performance.

‘Se croitear a bh’unnam le mo co-ogha, 
Archie. Bha sin mar bodaich à Nis. Bha 
botannan agus oilisgean oirnn. 

Murdo, GM1

I was a chef in the show. I borrowed a 
hair net from the ladies in the school 
canteen and I had a big bowl of por-
ridge. Joe was a chef too and it was fun.

Abigail, P2

I was singing Brochan Lom with my 
class. All the girls were doing highland 
dancing. We followed Orlaith. It was 
like she was a queen and we were the 
princesses.

Lois, P2

I was a crofter with my cousin, Murdo. 
We were acting like old bodachs from 
Ness! We had to wear oilskins and 
wellies. 

Archie, P2

I was Long John Silver, the pirate from 
‘Treasure Island.’ I had a parrot and I 
danced a jig.

Campbell, P3

Bha mise na mo neach-siubhail airson an 
dealbh-cluich. Bha e cho math agus rud 
beag eibhinn. Bha dha daoine eile com-
hla rium mar neach-siubhail cuideachd. 

Mia, GM4

I was Mary, Queen of Scots and I was 
glad I did not really lose my head! 
Everyone who went to the show said 
it was brilliant and that the singing 
was lovely.

Abbie, P4

I was a time traveller. It was very 
funny and I wore a shiny shell suit 
from the 1980s. Everyone in the audi-
ence said it was fantastic.

Emma, P5

I was narrator one and I enjoyed being 
on stage with my friends. It was so 
much fun and I’d love to do it again.

Layla P5

I was Robert Louis Stevenson and I 
was happy to be on stage. I had a 
funny scene with Robert Burns and we 
were two Scottish writers together.

Cailean, P5

I was Robert Burns and it felt great to 
go on stage. I made a funny mistake 
but I kept going!

Martin, P5

I was Hadrian the Roman emperor 
and I really enjoyed acting on the 
stage. I also enjoyed playing my trum-
pet as people entered the hall. It was a 
really great show to be part of and all 
the hard work paid off.

Arran, P7

Although I was very nervous before-
hand, my experience of being a narra-
tor was amazing. Arran and I played 
‘Auld Lang Syne’ on our instruments 
after Sarah had played her fiddle.

Michael, P7

‘Brochan’ was a wonderful opportu-
nity for our children to experience the 
bright lights of a stage performance 
and put their expressive arts learning 
into action. The children performed 
so well and we are proud of them all!

Mrs Maclean

Some pupils have commented on their various roles within the show:
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‘In a continuation of his three-part series 
published in Loch a Tuath News in 2019, 
marking the centenary of the land raids 
that took place in Upper Coll and Gress, in 
another three-part series Colin Tucker takes 
us through what happened next. 

It is probably true to say that during the 
year 1920, the second year of the land 
raids at Upper Coll and Gress, there was 
more action with the pen than with the 
plough. This is not to say that there was 
an absence of activity on the two areas of 
land in dispute. 

The threats of more raids, which had 
been made at the end of the 1919, were 
carried out early in the New Year. In 
January, raiders prevented farm work-
ers from ploughing the fields, and then 
re-occupied the land themselves. The 
daughter of the new manager of Gress 
Farm, Angus Mackenzie, recalled that, 
‘on several occasions they [the raid-
ers] lifted [her father] off the harrow or 
whatever farm implement he was using 
and hauled away his tools. When he 
and his helpers built stone fences, the 
raiders knocked them down. There was 
continual harassment of that sort all the 
time [they] lived in Gress.’

The situation at Coll was similar, where 
the farm’s horses were unyoked and led 
back to the stables, the estate workers 
were ‘intimidated by threats of violence 
should they carry on carting the sea-
weed or cultivating the soil’.

It took almost until the end of July for 
three of the men to be called to appear 

at Stornoway Sheriff Court, charged 
with ‘having on 29th January in a field 
on the farm of Gress assaulted Angus 
Mackenzie, manager of the farm then 
engaged in ploughing, and did violently 
wrest from his hands the reins of the 
team of horses employed on that occa-
sion’. All three men, Malcolm Martin, 
Roderick Macleod and John Macdonald, 
all described as fishermen, failed to 
appear, an agent stating that they were 
engaged at the East Coast herring fish-
ing. The case was continued.

The raiders displayed their intentions 

of staying on the land 
by laying the founda-
tions for houses, even 
if they were to be tem-
porary ones. Stones 
were removed from 
some of the bound-
ary walls to be used 
for building purposes. 
Construction contin-
ued when the weather 
allowed, resulting in 
the first house being 
occupied by Donald 
Maclean on 19 March. 
At the same time, 
areas of the ground 
were made ready for 
ploughing, with more 
seaweed being carted 
from the shore to ferti-
lise the land.

It was not long before 
pens were put to 
paper. A letter from 
‘A Voice From the 
Western Isles’, clearly 
not on the side of the 
raiders, appeared in 
the Stornoway Gazette 
on 31 January. The 
writer started, ‘The 
threatened danger to Lewis has again become a reality, and a few men 
have again seized land illegally’. He also stated that he believed ‘the raid-
ers to be good men misguided’, and that they ‘would imperil the welfare 
of Lewis in order to promote the supposed interests of a small minority of 
the inhabitants’.

On 2 February, ‘W Alick’, also a Lewisman, responded by stating that the 
ex-Servicemen had ‘applied for it [the land] legally long before now, but 
without avail, and at last they had been bold enough to take possession 
and divide for small holdings, very much against the taste of “rainbow 
chasers” of the stamp of [the other] correspondent’.

The reply from ‘A Voice from the Western Isles’ tried to put some facts for 
his side of the argument. He claimed that while the raiders could number 
no more than ’40 to 60’ men, the manager on the Tolsta–Ness road was 
employing 250 from the district. He suggested the raiders would be better 
off earning £3 a week. He followed this up by asking if any Lewis woman, 
‘the finest, bravest women in the world’, would marry a crofter if ‘she may 
have a wage-earner’.

At the beginning of February, Lord Leverhulme outlined his stance regard-
ing the raiders. At a meeting in Stornoway he said that his position was 
not one of lack of sympathy, but he could not be party to a policy which 
could only lead to one inevitable result, that being that in only five years’ 
time there would be a starving rural population. He was not in favour, 
however, of appealing to the powers that the law gave him. He would not 

Mackenzie, manager of Gress farm in 1920 and 
family 

The Land Raids Continued: 1920 (Part 1)
There is only one home: that little house with its few acres of land in Eilean Leodhais’

Colin Macdonald (from Highland Journey) 
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go to the law himself but felt that the police and Magistrates had a duty 
to maintain the law. He considered that the only course he could take was 
that he could not employ on any of his schemes men from districts where 
land had been raided.

LOCAL MEN LAID OFF

Leverhulme then announced that sixty men from Coll, Vatisker and Back 
were to be laid off, stating, ‘I cannot sympathise with the indifference of 
the population of Back to the illegal acts nor can I find employment for 
men of that district’. 

Each of the men who had been dismissed by their employer, Sir Robert 
McAlpine and Sons, was handed a letter containing the following:

A public meeting was held in Back Schoolhouse to see if some way could 
be found to end the impasse, and allow the men to return to work. The Rev. 
Mackenzie, of the Free Church, presided over the meeting. The Stornoway 
Gazette reported that he made a ‘long and eloquent speech explaining 
that the object of the meeting was to see what methods could be adopted 
whereby Lord Leverhulme could reinstate the dismissed men who were 
suffering greatly on account to the lawless acts of a few’. 

Mr Morrison, schoolmaster, pointed out that ‘the best solution would be to 
get the raiders to give their promise that they would stop raiding’. Donald 
Macaskill, an elder spoke of the great loss to the community caused by 
the actions of the raiders, and suggested that they should ‘cease working 
for a week or two to see if the Board of Agriculture would step in and do 
something for them’.

Four of the raiders who attended the meeting—Donald Campbell, Angus 
Graham, Donald Maclean and Murdo Graham—responded in ‘very strong 
terms’, remarking that ‘while they were sorry for the dismissed men, they 
would not stop what they were doing—not for one day’.

The raiders then left the meeting, after 
which more discussion followed, and it 
was agreed to write to Colonel Lindsay, 
who represented Lord Leverhulme, 
to ‘lay all the facts before him.’ The 
Stornoway Gazette, always ready to take 
Leverhulme’s side, concluded that ‘the 
meeting was a very orderly one, and 
will show his Lordship that the peo-
ple of Back approve thoroughly of his 
schemes, and will welcome anything 
that will stop the raiding’.

The following day, 13 February, the 
Scotsman reported the result of these 
actions. ‘All of [upwards of 60 men] 
are highly incensed at the raiders, and 
the majority of them returned to their 
homes intending to bring moral suasion 
on their law-breaking neighbours, in the 
interests, not only of the discharged men 
and their families, but of the people of 
the island as a whole. On the other a few 
of the men speak as if the only course 
open to them now is to join the raiders 
and peg out holdings on the farms.’

This article also mentioned that the sec-
retary of the Workers’ Union met with 
Lord Leverhulme at Lews Castle, the 
latter expressing his ‘deep regret’ at the 
necessity forced upon him. He further 
stated that if the raiders abandoned 
the farms, he was prepared to reinstate 
all the dismissed men. The secretary 
returned to Back and informed the dis-
missed workers of the situation. The 
Scotsman stated that ‘it is anticipated 
that the outcome will be a cessation of 
raiding’, and that ‘the raiders are only 
about one per cent of the population of 
their own district’.

It was reported that by 16 February 
there was ‘no appreciable change’ in the 
situation. A column in the Scotsman stat-
ed that ‘the actual position is that thirty 
men have pegged off claims for crofts 
on these two farms, each claim being 
about three acres in extent, and they 
intend to erect houses on these. Already 
three houses are in course of construc-
tion. These houses are comparable only 
to sheilings, and there is the possibility 
that the public health authorities may 
prevent the builders from ever occupy-
ing them’. The writer went on to add 
that, ‘Great damage has been done to 
the farms. The dykes have been levelled 
with the ground for hundreds of yards, 
and ploughmen have been forced to 
desist from work.’

TO BE CONTINUED IN THE NEXT ISSUE

Acts of Lawlessness, raiding of farms, and 
assaults upon Lord Leverhulme’s representa-
tives have been committed by men from the 
districts of Coll, Back, and Vatisker, who have 
done this contrary to the pledges given to 
Lord Leverhulme last autumn.
These pledges were publicly given at open 
meetings, and were carried by overwhelming 
majorities, to the effect that Lord Leverhulme’s 
scheme for the development of the island of 
Lewis should be given a ten years’ trial. Yet in 
less than half a year these pledges have been 
broken, and these lawless acts have been com-
mitted.

Under these circumstances we have received 
instruction from Lord Leverhulme not to 
employ any men from the villages of Coll, 
Back, and Vatisker, so long as these lawless 
acts continue.

No one regrets more than Lord Leverhulme the 
necessity for giving these instructions.
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Without doubt, one of the big-
gest news stories of the decade 
so far has been the coronavirus 
outbreak. Every day, there seem to 
be more details emerging of areas 
affected and the rising death toll. 
Given how widely we now travel 
for work, education and leisure, 
there has been international anxi-
ety about this emerging, seemingly 
serious, illness and what the conse-
quences are for us all. How do you 
make sense of it all, and how can 
you protect yourself? Hopefully, 
the following will help…

Novel coronavirus 2019 was first 
identified in December 2019 in 
Wuhan, Hubei province, China. 
The original source is unclear, but it 
is believed to have come from a live 
animal market in the city and been 
transferred to humans from there. 

What is a coronavirus?
Coronaviruses are a large family of 
viruses, which can affect humans 
and animals. Mainly, these cause 
mild cold-like symptoms such as 
cough, fever, runny nose and sore 
throat. Some can cause more seri-
ous symptoms including breath-
ing difficulties and pneumonia. 
Those with other health condi-
tions, including heart disease, dia-
betes or asthma, may be at greater 
risk of serious illness. 

What is novel coronavirus?
Novel refers to newer strains of 
the virus that have not been seen 

before in humans. COVID-2019 is 
similar to the viruses, which were 
linked to SARS (2002) and MERS 
(2019). However, this newest strain 
is still an unknown quantity and 
researchers across the world are 
studying it in the hope of better 
understanding how it behaves and 
how we may be able to develop an 
effective vaccine. 

Current position
The main areas affected by the virus 
at the time of writing are mainland 
China, Hong Kong, Korea, Macau 
and Singapore. Areas of potential 
higher risk also include Thailand, 
Taiwan, Japan and Malaysia. UK 
health authorities are currently 
advising any individuals who have 
travelled via any of the above des-
tinations and develop symptoms 
of respiratory illness to self isolate 
(quarantine yourself at home) and 
seek medical advice (call 111 or your 
GP in Scotland).

What can you do to protect yourself?
The general advice is as for many 
other viral illnesses including colds, 
flu and vomiting/diarrhoea bugs:

• Practice good hand hygiene – wash 
your hands frequently with soap and 
water, or if not visibly dirty you can 
use alcohol gel. Wash your hands 
after handling animals – common 
sense; currently there is no evidence 
that the virus can transfer from 
domestic pets to humans, but other 
germs can.

• Practice respiratory hygiene – if 
you sneeze or cough, cover your 
mouth and nose with a tissue, or use 
the crook of your elbow. If you use a 
tissue, bin it immediately. Wash your 
hands well. Currently, UK health 
authorities are not recommending 
the routine use of face masks outside 
medical/dental settings.

• Social distancing – if you are around 
anyone who is coughing/sneezing, 
try to maintain a distance of 3ft/1m. 
Droplets from coughs/sneezes in the 
air can spread the virus, so keeping 
your distance reduces the risk of 
coming into contact.

• Avoid touching your eyes/nose/
mouth – if you have touched surfac-
es, you may transfer viruses/bacteria 
from these. 

• Travellers – if you develop fever/
cough/breathing problems within 14 
days of travel to potentially affected 
areas, seek medical review early and 
self isolate.

If you are interested in reading more 
about #COVID2019, you can look at:

www.nhsinform.scot/illnesses-and-
conditions/infections-and-poison-
ing/coronavirus-covid-19

www.who. int /news-room/q-a-
detail/q-a-coronaviruses 

Dr A. Finlayson
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The shinty scene in Lewis was founded, in large 
part, by Dr Alasdair Barden and his wife Donna. 
They lived in the wee white cottage across from the 
MacDiarmid house near the church in Tong before 
they moved to the house in Gearraidh Ghuirm. 

When we were youngsters in the village, they 
were so lovely and patient with us. We would all 
frequently descend on them and their dog, and 
we were always made to feel so welcome!

At some point they asked if we would like to 
form a youth shinty team and we did. As far as 
I'm aware, that was the start of youth shinty on 
the island. We were brilliant, until all the other 
districts got in in the action and were far better 
than us! 

Here is a photo from the time.
Donna Murray

Back row, L–R: Neil McKee, Eilidh Smith (nee Macleod), Donna Murray (nighean Kim), Stuart Anderson, Dr Barden, 
Keith MacDiarmid, Donald Macdonald.

Front row: L–R: Siobhan Maclean (Coll), Thomas Tyrell, Kathryn Lamont (nighean Nana and Ian), Alasdair White

The Birth of Shinty 
in Lewis
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Vatisker-based artist Gill Thompson is organising a fundrais-
ing art exhibition in conjunction with Talla na Mara gallery in 
Harris. The West Harris Trust has generously provided exhibi-
tion space for the month of June and are waiving any commis-
sion on sales, so all money will go to charity. There will be an 
online gallery so people can buy the artwork online if they can't 
get down to Talla na Mara. Anyone will be able to buy a beauti-
ful original miniature masterpiece in aid of the chosen charities. 

The project has been set up to support Bethesda Hospice and the 
Talla na Mara scheme for beach-friendly wheelchairs.

All work will be sold at the same affordable price. 

Gill told us, ‘I have been involved in a similar fundraising event 
for the last 6 years down in Hereford, where we used to live, and 
is a great way to bring artists together, promote their work and 
raise money for good causes.

‘I am asking artists (painters, printers, photographers, textile art-
ists, etc.) to donate a piece of original work the size of a postcard. 
I am undertaking to mount and frame all submitted work and 
the deadline for submissions is 30 April.

‘I have no idea if this will be successful, but it is worth a try and, 
if it works it could become a regular event, maybe using a venue 
up in Lewis for the next one.

‘I have already received some pieces of work, and the sooner 
it comes in, the sooner we can set up the online gallery and 

get the work framed. All work 
will be sold at the same afford-
able price to encourage people 
to buy a small piece of original 
island art’.

If you are an artist and would 
like to submit a piece of work, 
the deadline for submissions is 
30 April 2020. Up to three pieces 
of work can be entered. Please contact Gill for a submission 
form (g.c.thompson1@btinternet.com)

The Brief 

Your piece of artwork should be:

 Two-dimensional original art

 Image size 6”× 4” (approximately 15.3 cm × 10.2 cm) on card/
board/paper sized 7”× 5” (approximately 17.8 cm × 12.7 cm)

 Any medium (drawing, watercolour, acrylic, mixed media, col-
lage, original print, textile, photograph etc.)

 Signed on the front

 Unmounted

Send to: 

Gill Thompson, Harbour Print, 22c Vatisker, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JS                   

Island Art for Giving: Call for Artists

Harbour Print 

All work will become the property of West Harris Trust upon donation. Although the artist retains copyright.  West Harris Trust 
will be free to reproduce selected images for publicity purposes. Unsold work may be exhibited again or used for publicity in the 
future, as part of our on-going campaign to raise funds.

Together Island Artists can make a difference
Charity Number SC041920     WEST HARRIS TRUST

Libby and Murdo a' Bhucach 

Ciorstag Ghurais, Catriona Bhruis and Catriona 
a'  Charragain at Dunblane Hydro 1953
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MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Dolina Stewart 
(Dolina Sheoidhean), 
17 Back, and Duncan 
Murray (Donnchadh 

Sheumais a' Ghobha), 
52 Vatisker 

We are grateful to Angus Murdo Macleod 
(Rolo) for sending us the following photos 
of family and friends from Back village (col-
our photos are on the back page). Rolo is 
formerly of 21 Back and now lives in Laide, 
Wester Ross.

 Angus M.  Stewart (Dodo), late of 12 Back with his Auntie Peggy, formerly 

of 10 Back, when visiting her at her home in the USA

Lidy (21) and Ruaraidh  
Bhast (20)

Ruaraidh Iain Ruairidh 
 (Rooda) and his sister 

Màiri (18)

Dòmhnall Roddy Lidy  
(21) and his wife Anna a' 
Mhinisteir (Free Church 

Manse)
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 HiC
HOME improvement CENTRE

Kitchens  Powertools  Handtools  Ironmongery  Paint
Plaster Products  Fireparts  Timber  Household Tiles

Electrical/Plumbing Spares

01851 703646
Fax: 01851 702537

20 Bells Road, Stornoway
Mon - Fri 8am - 5:30pm, Sat 9am - 5pm GIFT VOUCHERS

22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service
ADVICE
YOU CAN
TRUST

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £34.00 (or £20 for electronic PDF) to Laura 
Burns, 29 Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LQ.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
Post Code___________________________________
Email address (for PDF copies)
____________________________________________
I enclose £33.50  or £20 for PDF 
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________

Proposed Division of a Croft Tenancy

Norman Maciver is applying to divide the tenancy 
of the croft at 15 Upper Coll, Stornoway, into two 
new crofts. The application includes the division 
of grazing rights in the Upper Coll Common graz-
ings. Written comments from those with a relevant 
interest (which may be made public) to: Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness, IV3 8NW

Crossroads Lewis is a local charity affiliated to the national Charity 
Crossroads Caring Scotland. We provide support to family members 
who care for loved ones at home and we also support people who live 
alone with exceptionally high needs.

We are looking to recruit Support workers to join our dedicated team. 
So, are you a caring, compassionate and reliable person who is inter-
ested in supporting people in your communities? Do you want to make 
a difference in the lives of people? Do you want to help people thrive, 
not just survive? Then being a Support worker with Crossroads Lewis 
could be just the job you are looking for.

This is an extremely rewarding role where you will be proud of the 
difference you make.

 Experience is preferred but not essential as basic and enhanced train-
ing is provided, as well as opportunities to work towards vocational 
qualifications.
 A driving licence and use of a car are essential. The ability to work 
flexibly is essential
 The post offers flexible hours, with all mileage and training costs 
covered
 Rate of pay: £8.50p/h for daytime hours, £10.30p/h for overnight hours

Successful candidates will be required to become a member of the 
Protecting Vulnerable Groups (PVG) Scheme for Adults/Children, the 
cost of which will be covered by Crossroads.

For further information /application pack, please contact
Rhoda Macdonald (Manager)

Crossroads Lewis
Grianan Centre

Westview Terrace
Isle of Lewis

Support Workers 
Required 

Telephone 01851 705422
Closing date for Application is 5pm Friday 13th March 2020

E.mail: crossroads.lewis1@btinternet.com
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 The great grandmother of D.A. Stewart 
(Cab), Banntrach Iomhair Gobhe and her son 
Dòmhnall

Bean a’ Charagan, Cairistiona Mhurchaidh Oig, was the grandmother of Catriona  Stewart, 34 Upper Coll. She is seen here ready to go to the peats and to creel the peats to the road for a cart to take them home. Her cota strup (like another skirt) is seen rolled up to form a dronnag to support her creel. Her ‘pìos’, to eat out at the peats would be carried 
at the front.

She died in February 1938 at the age of 80.
Her sister, Annie, was Bean Mhurchaidh a’ Cheistear, who wrote spiritual songs.

Dòmhnall Thiugs (possibly), Anna Thiugs and Coinneach Thiugs outside the old  
taigh-dubh in the Poileagan, circa 1930s

Donald Murdo 9 Coll, Calum Iain a'  Pheadair 
 8 Coll, Calum Iain 9 Coll

Back Brownies and Girl Guides, circa 1983 
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING
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ED: Do you either of you have con-
nections with the island/Highlands 
and Islands? What prompted you to 
devise such a show?

JT: My mother is from Lewis and I 
grew up coming to stay with my sea-
nair every summer until I was 17, so I 
feel very much like the island is home. 
The piece explores loss and migration 
and the sea and it felt important to me 
to bring the show to Lewis, which was 
made even more possible by the fact that 
it was initially commissioned by Lewis-
based production company sruth-mara. 
Kieran and I have been collaborating 
making award-winning, world-touring 
theatre shows together for 12 years, 
but this is the first time we have put 
a name to our collaboration by form-
ing a company and calling it Disaster 
Plan. We formed the company to make 
a commitment to continuing to make 
radical theatre for audiences who might 
not get access to shows that explore big 
ideas. As such it was important to us to 
launch the company out with the central 
belt and so the combination of produc-
ing partners being based in Lewis, my 
own connection to Lewis and the work's 
resonances with the island and the sea 
meant premiering here on Lewis perfect.

ED: Tell us a bit about your team/per-
formers and their backgrounds. Are 
any of them native Gaelic speakers/
singers? 

JT: Mairi Morrison is from Bragar and 

On Friday 31 January, the world premiere of 
Move~Gluasad was held at Back FRC. Inspired 
by ancient keening rituals, it was a multi-story 
performance about migration, loss and the com-
mon human experience of grief. Weaving multi-
lingual storytelling, choral soundscape and 
Gaelic song, five women build a picture of the 
ebb and flow of people across the globe through 
the ages. 

After the Uig performance, the show was given 
a four-star review by the Guardian, who said 
the ‘show about the Gaelic tradition of sing-
ing for the dead takes us on a dizzying spin 
through space and time…it is a production at 
once rooted and outward looking, unsentimen-
tal and sincere…’.

We interviewed the show’s writer and director, 
Julia Taudevin (known for Sunshine on Leith, 
Return to Ravenswood and Deadwater Fell), 
ahead of the big night.

ED: We were very excited to hear there would be a live theatre performance 
in Back. Can you tell us a bit about your background and the project?

JT: I'm an, actor, writer and director and have been working in theatre and 
screen for 20 years now. Even though it doesn't come around very often, my 
favourite kind of work is taking intimate theatre shows into communities 
who might not have regular access to theatre that explores big ideas. The 
project has been three years in development. I won a Playwrights Studio 
Scotland Award, which funded a year of research into songs about migra-
tion and loss in languages that were indigenous and migrant to Scotland. 
Through that research I also encountered many extraordinary stories of 
migration and loss and began to think about how I could weave the stories 
and the songs together into a piece of performance. The following year 
I was invited by Lewis based production company sruth-mara and An 
Lanntair if I wanted to make Move~Gluasad for rural touring around Lewis 
and I was delighted. We did a work-in-progress performance in the sum-
mer of 2018, which a shorter version of what we are performing in Lewis. 
I then wrote and composed the full piece and we went into rehearsals in 
December 2019.

ED: We are aware of your previous work (Sunshine on Leith, etc.) and we 
had a showing of the film Beats by your Move~Gluasad colleague Keiran 
Hurley at An Lanntair a while back. This project seems to be quite a shift 
for you both. How did you come to start working together?

JT: Kieran and I both write for theatre and for screen, I perform in both and 
Kieran often performs his own work in theatre. Making small-scale tour-
ing theatre is the kind of thing that Kieran and I most enjoy doing. We met 
making a contemporary performance at The Arches [Glasgow] over 12 years 
ago and have collaborated on many projects since, including the show Beats 
which toured extensively and later Kieran went on to make into a film. In 
2014 we made and toured a show with the National Theatre of Scotland 
called Rantin. It was a mix of city and rural touring across Scotland and it 
was a weave of stories and songs very similar to Move~Gluasad. My favour-
ite show from that tour was in Tongue in the highlands, a tiny village hall 
that was literally one room that opened onto the hillside. We had nowhere 
else to go so when the audience arrived we were there ready to perform and 
after the show the audience literally stood up and gave us all hugs and then 
took us to the local pub for a drink.

Photo by Sandie Maciver  

World Premiere at Upper Coll
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is the main Gaelic speaker. We 
also have Nerea Bello who is 
Basque, Maryam Hamidi who 
is from Iran and Neshla Caplan 
who is Turkish-Scottish.

ED: Do you speak Gaelic your-
self?

JT: I am a Gaelic learner. My 
mother's family are all Gaelic 
speakers and I grew up around it.

ED: Were you nervous perform-
ing in front of an audience that 
perhaps understands better 
than most the history behind 
some of these songs?

JT: We were not in the least 
bit nervous about this. Between 
myself and Mairi we have inti-
mate understanding of the 
Gaelic songs we are singing and 
the project has had two ethno-
logical consultants attached to 
it as a condition of its funding 
from Creative Scotland to ensure 
authenticity in the representa-
tion of Gaelic culture.

ED: Move~Gluasad is about five women. Are these 
women based on anyone in particular? Was there a rea-
son you chose to tell the story through these women’s 
eyes?

JT: The show is inspired by the ancient Celtic keening 

ritual where a group of women 
(usually five) would arrive into 
a bereaved community and aid 
that community through the pro-
cess of grief. They would do 
this through keening—which is 
the sound of crying you will 
likely think of when you hear the 
word keen—song and stories. 
There are three main stories that 
we tell in the show that are all 
stories of contemporary migra-
tion and there are three stories 
from history that chart the west's 
relationship with keening and 
mourning rituals.

ED: What’s next for you?

JT: This month I have been 
made a fellow at Edinburgh 
University in the institute for 
advanced studies in the human-
ities, which is a year-long post, 
at the end of which I will have 
written my next play, which will 
likely be commissioned to go 
to production by the Traverse 
Theatre in Edinburgh.

ED: For those who may have missed the show when 
it was here or at Celtic Connections, can they catch it 
elsewhere? 

JT: The show will likely tour the whole of Scotland next 
year and I would hope to come back to Lewis as part of 
that wider rural tour.

Move-Gluasad promo photo

I have a confession to make; I have a 
bit of a poultry habit. I feel like this 
is my first AA meeting. ‘Hello I’m 
Chris and I am addicted to chick-
ens’. There it’s said and out in the 
open. I feel better already. When we 
lived in Wales, we had half a dozen 
ex-battery hens in our garden, and 
they came up here with us and that 
was fine, but since getting a bit of 
land, well hold me back! Chickens, 
ducks, geese, bantams…so many 
different sorts it’s like being a kid 
with the keys to the sweetshop. The 
wonderful thing here is no worries 
about foxes and badgers that was 
always at the back of our minds 
on the mainland. Yes, last year, we 
lost some ducks to an otter, but it 
would seem he was just passing 
through. It is a pity (and maybe 
someone will correct me) that the 
islands don’t have a Hebrides hen? 
Like the Shetland one. Does anyone 

think there was ever a native spe-
cies? I have seen the Scots Dumpy, 
which has the perfect wind-resistant 
shape for living here, but a Hebrides 
one would have been grand. Ours 
are just starting to lay again after 
a few months’ rest and there can’t 
be many things nicer than a fresh 
egg for breakfast, and I know my 
other half is a little addicted to a 
fried egg sandwich, with ketchup of 
course. We have cockerels but even 
here we do keep them shut in till a 
reasonable time in the morning as, 
boy, can’t their crows carry? They 
are such handsome boys I can’t 
resist them! We do have a few exotic 
breeds now (since I found someone 
to bid at auctions for me): Brahmas, Buff Orpingtons and my Black Sumatra 
game. I also have a loving husband who is happy to make them houses, which 
is pretty impressive. I think he is just pleased the addiction is for hens rather 
than cattle!

C.H.

Nature’s Diary

Beautiful brahmas 



26

Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office

20 Kenneth Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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Wedding Bells
On Tuesday 7 March at 
West Coates Parish Church, 
Edinburgh, Miss Catherine 
Maciver, eldest daughter of Mr 
and Mrs M. Maciver, 15 Gress, 
was married to Mr John S. 
Ross, only son of Mrs and the 
late Mr J. Ross, 40 Parkhead 
Drive, Edinburgh. The mar-
riage service was conducted by 
Rev. A Morrison, minister of 
the church.

The bride was given away by 
her father who travelled from 
Stornoway for the occasion. 
She looked handsome and 
charming in a long gown of 
white satin broche and a long veil held 
in place by a coronet of orange blossom. 
She carried a bouquet of white tulips and 
lilac with trailing maidenhair fern. The 
bridesmaid, Miss Joan Graham, Gress, 
friend of the bride, looked beautiful in 
a long frock of blue taffeta. She wore a 
headdress of matching colour and shoul-
der length veil and carried a bouquet of 
pink tulips with fern. The best man was 
Mr George Munro of Grantown, friend 
of the groom.

The reception was held in the Grosvenor 
Hotel where about 50 guests sat down 
to a lovely four course dinner. Speeches 
were made and 80 telegrams were read 
from absent friends including one from 
Auckland, NZ, and from Cape Town 
from the bride’s brothers. After dinner 
there was dancing and a Gaelic song 
from R. Mackay, Gress. Altogether a 
very enjoyable evening was spent.

The bride and bridegroom left for their 
honeymoon at an unknown destination 
amidst showers of confetti. For going 
away the bride wore a brown beaver coat 
over a blue two piece and brown acces-
sories. 

The Late Mrs Hugh Stewart
We deeply regret to record the death 
recently at 29 Gress, Back, of Catherine 
Stewart (Mrs Hugh Stewart) at the age 
of 70 years. Although she had been ail-
ing for a considerable time she was up 
and about until a few weeks prior to her 
demise. 

She had worked hard and courageously 
during her lifetime to rear a fine family 
of six sons and four daughters. Two sons 
predeceased her, one, Norman, an excep-
tionally good scholar, was lost while 
the family were living at New Street 
(Poligan), Back and the other, Murdo, 
the youngest of the family, at Gress in 
the fall of 1948, his death the direct 
result of multiple wounds and injuries 
received whilst fighting in the North 
African desert with the 51st HD.

We beg to tender our deepest sympathy to 
Hugh Stewart and family at home, North 
Tolsta, Back, Stornoway, Bournemouth 
and on the high seas, where two of the 
sons are at present, and trust they will be 
sustained and strengthened in their sad 
and irreparable loss.

Presentation to Former Precentor 
On Monday, 27th February, a deputation 
from the Back congregation, consisting of 
Rev. Alex Macleod, Mr Donald Murray, 
elder, and Mr Alex Matheson, congre-
gational treasurer, called on Mr Alex 
Ferguson at his home at 18 Vatisker, to 
present him with a substantial cheque, as 
a token of the congregation’s appreciation 
of his long and loyal services to them. 

Before calling on Mr Matheson to hand 
over the gift, Mr Macleod spoke in high 
terms of Mr Ferguson’s usefulness to the 
congregation as a deacon, elder, and espe-
cially as their precentor, an office which 
he held with distinction for nigh on forty 

years; and of the sincerity with which he 
performed his many and varied duties. 

On handing over the present, Mr 
Matheson referred to Alasdair Neill’s 
rich and melodious voice, which made 
him a very suitable person to lead the 
praise, both in the home and in the House 
of God. As one of the leading precen-
tors in Lewis, his services were eagerly 
sought throughout all the Free Church 
congregations during the Communion 
season, and Alasdair was always willing 
and ready to oblige. 

In reply, Mr Ferguson, showing great 
emotion, sincerely thanked the deacons’ 
court and the congregation for their unex-
pected and munificent gift, of which, he 
maintained, he was wholly unworthy. 
He was in reminiscent mood and related 
many interesting episodes of his early 
experiences as a precentor. 

Whist Drive
A very enjoyable whist drive was held 
in the Hall on Friday of last week. We 
all must confess that it is a good way to 
spend an evening and those who have 
not been to one yet should roll up and 
‘Have a Go’. 

Last Friday’s drive was well attended 
considering that there was a concert in 
the Town Hall on the same night. The 
refreshments served at halt-time were 
appreciated by one and all, thanks to the 
ladies concerned.

Back in Time March 1950

Ross wedding party 
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the scriptwriter Miss Stewart (Catriona a' Chuibhleir), the P6/7 
class teacher. Duncan 'Major' Morrison was the musical director 
and Mrs MacMillan, the Art teacher, assisted Miss Stewart with 
the costumes. Among the songs performed were ‘Roamin' in the 
Gloamin'’, ‘All the Nice Girls Love a Sailor’ and ‘Daisy, Daisy’, 
complete with a bicycle on stage! Many will wish that video tech-
nology was in place back then to record the event for posterity. 
The participants, on the other hand, might feel quite relieved…

The photograph, taken from a Stornoway Gazette cutting, is faded but 
we are hopeful that the following individuals have been correctly 
identified:

Back row: Don Neil Morrison (mac Dhòmhnaill Thiugs), Vatisker; 
Jamie MacDonald (mac Jimsy), Gress; Robert Kennedy, Poileagan, 
Back; James MacArthur (mac Bomie), Back; Donnie MacLennan 
(mac Ailig a' Ghrass), Vatisker Park.

Centre row: Isma Macleod (nighean Sheonaidh Shreachain), Coll; 
Anne Mackay (nighean Nèill a Chèic), Vatisker; Norman Stewart 
(mac Sonny), Brevig; Donald Dano MacDonald (mac Angie a' Lally), 
Lighthill; Alasdair Red MacKenzie (mac Dhòmhnaill Choinnich 
Thormoid), Broadbay View; Alex Neil Stewart (mac Upsan), Vatisker; 
Jonathan Joy, Coll; Christina MacDonald (nighean Mhurchaidh a' 
Stal), Upper Coll; Kareen Macleod (nighean Neil Angus), Poileagan, 
Back.

Front Row: Iain Buckie Murray (mac Sheonaidh a' Bhrùnaich), 
Coll; Cameron Duncan, Upper Coll; Alasdair Murray (mac Niall 
Ailig), Back; Donald Thomson (mac Donnie Giant), Coll; Christine 
MacDonald (nighean Mholey), Upper Coll; Mairi MacDonald 
(nighean a' Sgiathanaich), Coll; Margaret Joan MacDonald (nighean 
Mhurdigan), Broadbay View.

Iain Murray

Readers of a certain age will recall with nostal-
gia this photograph which was taken on Friday 
15 December 1972, the night of Back School's 
Christmas Concert. The writer was there, as a 
four year old, watching in awe the various acts 
that comprised that year's performance. Each 
primary and secondary year group took their 
turn at presenting a series of musical sketches for 
the entertainment of the capacity audience but 
the act that was deemed to have stolen the show 
was Primary 6/7 with their tribute to the BBC 
variety programme The Good Old Days.

Back then, islanders could only watch one TV 
channel, BBC1, and consequently all age groups 
were familiar with just about every programme 
that was on the telly. The Good Old Days, which 
ran from 1953 to 1983, was set in an Edwardian 
theatre in Leeds and featured comic turns and 
songs from the start of the twentieth century but 
performed by the stars of the day. The audience, 
who were all dressed in period costume, would 
enthusiastically join in and perhaps it was this 
participative element that gave Primary 6/7 the 
edge over their contemporaries on that memora-
ble December night.

The TV show was compered by Leonard Sachs, 
who would warm up the audience with an 
elaborate, convoluted introduction to each act. 
(Readers under the age of 50 are encouraged 
to search for the show on YouTube to sample 
the full effect!) This imposing role was given 
to Iain Murray (mac Sheonaidh a' Bhrùnaich), 
who was aided in his verbal contortions by 

The Good Old Days
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 Ex-whalers Swannie and Jock 
(Lemon) from Gress at the whalebone arch in Bragar

Four generations at 21 Gress: Mary (Bean Jake), Iain (Jock), Catriona  
and Claire

Sgoil a’Bhac Christmas Concert 2000 
Katherine Murray, Beth Matheson, Danielle Macleod (nee 

Macdonald), Alison Macinnes, Sara Maciver and Mairi Graham

Old 
Photos

 Outside 
21 Gress: 
Jake, Jean 
Ann, Mary, 
Calum 
and uncle 
John from 
Tolsta. In 
the front 
are Gordon 
Mackenzie 
(Jean Ann’s 
son) and 
Andrew 
(Calum’s 
son

Photos from Back Community Council Senior 
Citizens' Lunch in Eleven Restaurant on 
Saturday 8 February. See p 9.

Senior Citizens' Lunch
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out after a long winter inside. 
Jumping and gamboling like 
the lambs would later. We 
remember the daily chore of 
feeding the few lambs kept in 
a bothag indoors. We remem-
ber the care needed to get the 
cow tied into the stall and the 
stars we saw when we mis-
judged its movements and 
found out how sore contact 
between horn and nose was.

Then the cow died suddenly. 
The daily routine of bleoghan, 
morning and evening, seven 
days a week, was over. We 
never got another milking cow. 

For the first time ever we were dependent on buying milk. Over the years it came 
in different containers; a large metal container from which was measured out the 
amount needed, glass bottles, waxed cardboard cartons, plastic packs, which fit-
ted into special plastic jugs, mostly in pint measures. All small compared to the 
present day two and three-litre containers.

We stopped planting corn when the cow died. The sheep were quite happy with 
the hay. We also no longer needed the big bags of bran that supplemented and 
bulked up the cow’s winter feed. Times were changing. A way of life was changing. 
Never to come back. We look back. Fond memories. But we chose to move on and 
life bears very little semblance to that of 60 years ago.

We did things together. We went to the fences at least once a year. Everyone had 
stock and so accepted the responsibility of keeping the fences in good order. No 
one did it for us. I still remember as a boy helping bang lubaich into posts to replace 
the ones that had gone.

We then developed village parks. We each had our own section to do. Three or four 
strainers each with the rylock, plain wire and the ‘weidhir bhìdeach’ in between. No 
one had much money. There was no thought of someone else doing it for us. We did 
need help for the reseeding and fertilizing of what was just moorland. That was the 
first time most of us had seen a mechanical spreader behind a tractor. I still remem-
ber how difficult it was to get the strainers done properly when the peat was deep. 
We worked together for the greater good of us all. It was the accepted way. Again 
the numbers holding stock fell. The numbers gathering the sheep diminished. The 
way of life was changing. People worked for employers and couldn’t take time off 

for the many tasks involved in 
maintaining the old ways. 

We planted trees in our three parks. 
It is a thought that we helped plant 
them as children and we have seen 
most of them die in our lifetime. 
The small plantations became a 
haven for wild life, birds especial-
ly. Ours had herons nesting there. 
We could hear themselves and 
their young each year. We could 
see them regularly flying back 
and fore from Amhainn Aonghais 
and Amhainn Chuil. We aren’t sure 
where they have gone. It would be 
nice to find out. Another task for 
the coming months.

We look back but we look forward 
to even longer brighter days and 
the awakening of a new spring.

It has been a hard winter. The days have been 
short. The nights have been long. 

As the days get longer we await another 
spring and an expectancy of new life, which 
this year again is tempered by having to come 
to terms with the gaps being left by the loss 
of some of our friends and neighbours. Our 
community is changing. Many of the people 
who made it what we know are gone. We 
have to accept that we are now the front line 
and take up the challenge of passing on the 
baton, keeping the best of the past but meet-
ing the challenge of making the right choices 
for the future.

When we see so many new gaps in our villag-
es we are left to ponder what kind of a place 
our district will be for future generations. Are 
we giving them a sense of community? Do we 
accept that that is gone? Are we prepared to 
do something to get it back? Are we too busy 
waiting for someone else to move and then 
find fault when they do? Or is apathy to be 
the winner.

At this time of year the spade used to be 
sharpened in readiness for the turfing of the 
peats. In Col Uarach we started early. The 
‘ceap’ was so tough in places that we had to 
do it while the peat was still pretty wet and 
soft. We had to ‘spoth’ the turf or else we were 
in danger of breaking the spade and damag-
ing our backs. The writer did both. The spade 
was replaced. The back has not been so lucky. 
Osteopaths, chiropractors and sports mas-
seuses have all profited from the Col Uarach 
peat banks we had. 

We would be hoping the cruach chorc and 
goc feur would last until the cow and the 
sheep were able to take advantage of the 
soon-to-appear green shoots of growth on 
the machair, in the crofts and on the moor. 
We remember the delight of the cow getting 

Coinneach aig Baile

In the February 2020 
issue, the following 

photograph was 
published with the 

caption ‘Ivor Stewart, 
34 Upper Coll’, which is 

how it was supplied to 
the magazine. However, 

it has come to light 
that this is, in fact, a 

photograph of Kenneth 
D. Ferguson (mac 

Coinneach an Sine agus 
Annie Bheag na Drochaidh), 

1 Broadbay View. We 
apologise for the error. 
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Material for publication in the  APRIL issue of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in before MONDAY 16 MARCH 2020

 Sasha 
lives on Ford 
Terrace, Tong, 
with Melissa 
and Ajay

 Cheeky chappy Rico is from Tong

 Cathie a' Phraois (27 Back) with Derek 
and Mabel, Murdag Bullar (26 Back). Taken at 
wedding of Alasdair Murdo and Eilidh at Cross 
Free Church in August 1985

Dollan Iain Thormoid (26 Back) with his grandson Daniel   Rolo (21 Back) on Sula Sgeir, 1979

Mary Jean Lidy (21 Back) 
with her granddaughter Ruth

Old 
Photos

Aonghas a' Grass (42), Iain a' Phàbaidh (23 Back) 
 and Poireagan (34 Back) at the wedding of 

Alasdair Murdo Graham (27 Back) in Ness

Pet Corner

Here is the new Back Pharmacy mascot Bosty 
chilling for his Pet Corner pose!


