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World Class!

In this month’s issue:
All the Reunion Photos  •  Team Scotland Superstars  •  WIIGA Wonder Women

Plus: A Royal Baby, Gress River Fishing 2019, She’s Got the Power and much more!
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This issue marks the end of my 
first full year as Editor of LATN, 
and what a quick year it has been. 
This is my eleventh full issue and 
I feel I’ve settled into some sort 
of rhythm in pulling it all together each 
month. Our designer/typesetter, Helen, is 
invaluable in interpreting what I am trying 
to achieve.  Together, we’ve implemented a 
lot of changes in the last 12 months, some of 
which you will have noticed and others you 
may not have (e.g. a change of font for most 
of the articles). It’s been quite a year! And, 
of course, we couldn’t have done it without 
you. Your contributions are invaluable to 
keeping the magazine running, whether it 
is your village news for As na Bailtean or 
agreeing to our requests for articles/inter-
views. We say it every month, but please 
don’t be shy in coming forward with ideas 
or suggestions—you don’t need to wait to 
be asked! No idea is a bad idea: I don’t think 
I’ve said no to anything put forward to me 
yet (contact details on the right).

June marks the start of summer. Let’s hope 
it’s a good one, after a great spring. The pota-
toes are planted, the lambing and calving is 
over, the school kids are looking forward to 
the end of term and the majority of univer-
sity students are home for a few months. You 
may also be looking forward to a holiday 
abroad.  It’s not long now until the summer 
solstice, when we start losing daylight again. 
Sob! The crowds flock to Callanish, while 
fighting off the midges (the first of which I 
felt today (25 May)). 

June is thought to have been named after the 
Roman goddess Juno, daughter of Saturn, 
wife of Jupiter and mother of Mars. She is 
the Roman equivalent of Hera, queen of the 
gods in Greek mythology. Juno was said to 
be a protector of the state, watching over 
the women of Rome. She is one of the most-
complex and disputed figures in Roman reli-
gion. However, it’s generally agreed that she 
is strong, vital and eternally youthful, and 
a strong protectress. She is a warrior. Much 
like many of the sporting women featured 
in this issue. 

There is an obvious 
sports theme to this 
issue. The main inspira-
tion for this was 18-year-
old Abbie Morrison 
(Lighthill), who is fea-
tured on this month’s 
cover. Jazz dancer Abbie 
can now say she is part 
of the top-seven teams 
in the world after com-

peting with Team Scotland in Orlando. How 
amazing is that? Then I heard on the grape-
vine that we had another Scotland star in 
regular contributor Colin Tucker, who plays 
hockey for our national team. And then 
someone mentioned Eleanor Smith to me; 
as part of the Scottish Universities Women’s 
Football team, Eleanor was part of the team 
that recently won the Home Nations. It had 
also been in the back of mind to catch hold of 
Coll’s own Euan Moley, who is managing the 
super-successful WIIGA ladies team. They 
have been making mincemeat out of their 
opponents in their first season playing league 
football. It’s a huge commitment for them—
even their 'home' games are played away in 
Ullapool. Just as we were going to press, the 
WIIGA squad was confirmed for the Island 
Games, and we were delighted to see a good 
number of women from down this way have 
been selected. You can read their profiles on 
p. 9. We didn’t quite have enough time or 
space to squeeze in profiles of the Bacachs 
selected for the men’s squad in this issue but 
look out for them in the next issue.

We also meet a 62-year-old powerlifter, hear 
from the Gress anglers and the first LATN-
sponsored Back FC Player of the Month 2019 
is revealed. Plus we have all of the hugely 
popular annual reunion photos.

A truly inspirational issue. Well done to you 
all, and good luck especially to our WIIGA 
players (men and women) in Gibraltar. May 
Juno be with you!

Jayne 

 www.facebook.com/LochaTuathNews

 @lochatuathnews

 instagram.com/lochatuathnews

Cover image courtesyAbbie Morrison, Euan 
Macleod and Eric Mackinnon at the Stornoway 
Gazette
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School Road, Vatisker, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JY) or by email (latneditor2@outlook.com). 
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Missed any issues? If you would like a copy of any Loch a Tuath News sent to you, 
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We need you to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of 
the community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the district, 
but they need your help. See the contact details on this page. Thanks!
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Back
Bereavements
On 23 April Calum Murray Macleod 
passed away in Dundee aged 92 years. 
Remembered locally as Calum a' Mhaighs' 
Sgoile, he was the son of Murdo Macleod 
(Murchadh 'an Sola, 60 Back) and Margaret 
(nee Murray, 62 Back). His formative years 
were spent at Back Schoolhouse during his 
father's tenure as Headmaster of our local 
school. Calum himself initially followed a 
career in teaching before later transferring 
to law. He was predeceased by his wife 
Effie and is survived by his son Ruairidh 
and daughter Margaret, to whom we 
extend our sympathy in their bereavement.

After a long illness Catherine Maclennan 
passed away in Dun Eisdean on 18 May 
aged 88 years. The only daughter in the fam-
ily of six of Donald and Jessie Maclennan, 
she was brought up at her parents' former 
home at the outer end of the Poileagan 
before moving to 42 Back in 1948. On leav-
ing school she, like many other local girls, 
worked in the mainland hotels. Later she 
was employed as a domestic auxiliary at 
the old Lewis Hospital and also as a home 
help to the elderly. Catriona a' Ghrass will 
be remembered as a friendly, unassuming 
and gracious Christian lady who was a 
diligent and faithful attender of the means 
of grace. In their sad loss we extend our 
sympathy to her nieces Shona and Isabel, 
and nephew Robert, and to her sisters-in-
law Bellann (42 Back) and Muriel (4 Coll).

Silver Wedding Anniversary
Congratulations to Derek and Margaret 
McLeman (nighean Aonghas Upsan and 
Chrissie Margaret), formerly of Ferguslea, 
Back, on their silver wedding anniversary. 
They were married on 29 April 1994 in 
Back Free Church, which was followed by 
a reception at the Caledonian Hotel and 
a dance at the Seaforth Hotel. The couple 
now has their home in Alloa. 

New Home
We send our best wishes to Annie Maclean 
(Anna Chromarty) who has recently relo-
cated to Stornoway. She and her late hus-
band John (Iain a' Bhorbair) formerly lived 
at 33 Back. We hope that Annie will be 
very happy in her new home on Westview 
Terrace.

Bowls Champion
Well done to Nigel Powers (49 Back) on 
being part of the winning team for the 
Lewis and Harris Sports Council trophy, 
which was played for at the Stornoway 
Bowls Club on 11 May, the first outdoor 
tournament of 2019. The winning team 
comprised Nigel (in the middle of the 
photo), Iain Macleod and Mary Brown. 
Stornoway Bowls Club welcomes new 
members if you fancy trying your hand. 

Vatisker
Bereavement
It is with much regret that we record 
the passing of one of our best known 
and most-respected villagers. Neil Murray 
(Niall Sheumais), The Anvil, passed away 
on 16 May, aged 83 years. He was known 
across the island as a teacher, a church 
elder and a lay preacher. He was also an 
enthusiastic supporter of many commu-
nity initiatives, not least of which was as a 
correspondent for Loch a Tuath News—he 
compiled the Back/Vatisker column for 
many years. An extended obituary will fol-
low in our next edition. In their sad loss we 
offer our sympathy to his wife Catriona, 
daughter Margaret Mary, son Seumas, 
brother Duncan in Canada, his grandchil-
dren and to the wider family circle. 

New Babies
Congratulations to Norrie Macrae and 
Dolanna Matheson (11 Vatisker Park) on 
the safe arrival of Mack Norrie Macrae on 
7 May, a little brother for Beth. 

Congratulations also go to Sarah 
MacAskill (nighean Allan George and Tina, 
44b Vatisker) and Conal Ferguson (Tong) 
on the safe arrival of their son, Ronan 
MacAskill Ferguson, born on 14 May. 
Wishing them all the very best as they 
begin this new chapter.

Body Building Champion
Congratulations to pharmacist Jenny 
McKenna, who recently competed at 
the FMC bodybuilding competition in 
Stewarton on 27 April, and won her class, 
which was the ‘Wellness’ category. Jenny 
has two more competitions coming up 
in June, one in Aldershot and one in 
Glasgow. Good luck! 

21st Birthday
Congratulations to Darrah Mackenzie, 
hairstylist at Serenity Hair and Beauty, on 
her recent 21st birthday. Darrah enjoyed a 
party at Laxdale Hall with all her friends 
and family. It was particularly special, as 
the party was the day after her mum’s 
wedding. What a whirlwind weekend for 
you all!

Coll
New Baby and New Home
Congratulations to Murdie Maciver (mac 
Murchadh a' Pheideir, 8 Coll) and Stacy 
Easton on the birth of their son Jackson 
James Maciver on 29 April 2019, weighing 
6lb 5oz. Jackson’s four big brothers and big 
cousin are all very excited and over the 
moon with their new arrival. The family 
has also recently moved from the Loch 
a’ Tuath area over to their new home in 
Leurbost. A very exciting time for them all.

80th Birthday
Etta Anne Macdonald (76 Coll) recently 
celebrated her 80th birthday with family. 
We send her our best wishes! Etta Anne is 
pictured with her husband John Neil, and 
great grandchildren, Amelia and Harris.

Bereavements
On 16 March Isabella Macleod (nee 
Macaulay) passed away at a hospice in 
British Columbia, Canada, aged 80 years. 
Bellag Mhurds, as she was known locally, 
was brought up at 19 Coll with her three 
brothers John Murdo, Murdo and Angus. 
Her nursing career took her to Canada in 
1964 where she met her husband Angus 
and where they raised their daughters 
Norma and Maureen. To her loved ones 
at home and away we extend our condo-
lences in their time of sorrow. 

The passing of Joan Mackay (Seonag Iain 
'an Òig) on 22 April brought further sad-
ness to our village. Aged 93 years, she was 
the last in the family of 10 of John and 
Annie MacDonald, 50 Coll. Following her 
marriage to John Mackay, Bayble, the cou-
ple settled in Parkend. Seonag's Christian 
faith sustained her through times of trial 
and sorrow; she was predeceased by her 
husband, her son Alexander and another 
son Iain who was tragically drowned in 
1969 aged 14 years. We offer our sympa-
thy to her sons Alex Murdo and Calum 
Iain, her grandchildren and the extended 
family in their sad loss.

Gress
Gress 100
On Saturday 24 August 2019 at 2pm the 
community of Gress will gather at the 
Land Raiders' memorial at Gress Bridge 
to commemorate the centenary year of 
the Gress Land Raids.

After a short ceremony, the community 
will be piped back to Gress Machair for 
a village celebration, culminating in a 
traditional Danns a' Rathaid with music 
provided by local musicians.

This will be a ticketed event, so we can 
anticipate attendees. Tickets are free, 
and may be booked by contacting Magz 
Macleod, Lena Maclennan, Chriselle 
Bain or Iain Murdo Macdonald (Bunter). 
Tickets must be booked by 1 August.
Donations to cover expenses will be 
gratefully received on the day.

As Na 
Bailtean
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New Babies

Buntata

Jackson James Maciver (Coll) 
Mack Norrie Macrae (Vatisker)  

Ronan MacAskill Ferguson (Vatisker) 

New Babies

As na 
Bai ltean 
Pictures

 Catherine Maclennan (Back)

Etta Anne Macdonald (Coll) 

80th Birthday

Can
cer

 Re
searc

h Run

Sophie Graham (Gress; photo courtesy 
Cancer Research UK Isle of Lewis) 

 Derek and Margaret McLeman (Back)

Anniversary

 Iain Macleod (far right; Gress)

Top-Three Finish!

Adam Mackinnon (Tong) 

New Signing

 Iain Macleod, Mary Brown and 
Nigel Powers (Back) 

Bowls Champions
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Snacks and home baking will be provided and barbecues 
will be available for your use. Feel free to bring your own 
refreshments.

All those with a connection to Gress Village, past and pre-
sent, are cordially invited to attend.

Top-Three Finish
Iain Macleod from Gress (mac John Norman Tohan agus Magz) 
competed in the Scottish Dictrict Championship Time Trials on 
28 April. In a very strong field of 149 competitors from across 
Scotland, Iain crossed the finishing line in 3rd equal position.

Congratulations
Congratulations go to brothers Ruairidh and Darach Cowan 
(30), who both won awards at Boy’s Brigade. Ruairidh won 
the Lt. Alexander Murdo Morrison Memorial Shield in the 
junior section for the member gaining the highest marks in 
general proficiency. Darach won the Hall Trophy for best boy 
in the Anchor section. Well done to you both.

We also would like to congratulate Sophie Graham (38) on 
coming first in the Cancer Research run/walk last Saturday 
in the Castle Grounds.

Tong
New Signing for Ross County FC
Well done to 16-year-old Adam Mackinnon, who has signed 
a 2-year Modern Apprenticeship contract with Ross County 
Football Club on a full-time basis. Adam has been an integral 
part of Ross County’s Youth Academy programme, travelling 
throughout Scotland from his home in Tong most week-
ends for the last 2 years. A fourth-year pupil at the Nicolson 
Institute, he will also be able to continue his studies on a 
part-time basis at Dingwall Academy. Adam has trained with 
and played for Back FC at all age groups up to U18s, and was 
involved in the double treble sweep of all competitions at both 
the U15 and U18 levels last season. The very best of luck to 
him for a long and successful football career.

New Baby
Congratulations to Conal Ferguson and Sarah MacAskill 
on the birth of their first baby, Ronan MacAskill Ferguson 
on 14 May 2019. This is the first grandchild for both sets of 
grandparents, Iona and Ruaraidh in Tong and Allan George 
and Tina in Vatisker. 

Get Well Wishes
We are delighted that Donald (Churchill) Macleod, Abbey 

This new 
Coll calf 
belonging to 
Jumbo Stewart 
was born on 
the same day as 
the royal baby 
so it was only 
right to call him 
Archie (sent 
in by Lauren 
Howard)!

House, is now back at home 
following a recent operation 
in Aberdeen. We wish him a 
speedy recovery and return to 
good health.

10 Years in Business
Annismarie Macfarlane 
(Treetops, Aird Tong) is cel-
ebrating 10 years as a success-
ful businesswoman, running 
‘Back and Sides’ barbers in 
Stornoway. We extend con-
gratulations to herself and to 
her staff, some of whom have 
worked alongside her since she 
first opened for business. We 
wish them continued success 
and are grateful that they keep 
so many of our island men 
well-groomed and presentable! 

New Resident
A warm welcome is extended 
to Mariegold Cowsill, who 
has recently moved to the 
island from the Cotswolds to 
be nearer her son Mike and 
daughter-in-law Nicky. She is 
living in Aird Tong and is 
looking forward to being part 
of village life.

Correction
In this column in the April 
issue, it was reported that 
David Nicolson started a new 
job as third engineer with 
Zurich Container Company. 
The name of the company was 
incorrect. David has joined 
Zodiac Container Company. 
We hope you are getting on 
well in your new position.

Upper Coll
Baby news
Once again we are pleased to 
announce another addition to 
the Upper Coll family. We think 
that if there was a new baby 
league table we might be pretty 
near the top!

Congratulations to Dolanna 
and Norrie (Vatisker Park) who 
welcomed a baby boy, Mack 
Norrie Macrae, on 7 May. He 
is a little brother to Beth and 
a new grandson to Iain and 
Catriona (17 Upper Coll) and to 
Cathella. Our warmest wishes 
to them all.

New Home 
Iain and Catriona had more 
good news as daughter Marina 
and her husband John and their 
two little boys Campbell and 
Joe have settled in to their new 
house in the newest part of 
Upper Coll, at number 82. We 
wish them many happy times 
in their new home.

Get Well Wishes
We send our very best wishes 
to Cara Macritchie at number 
12, who has broken her arm 
after falling from a swing. She 
had to have a pin put in in 
Glasgow and is now back at 
home. We hear that it is not 
slowing her down too much 
but sure she is missing being as 
active as usual! Hope you will 
be fully recovered soon and 
good luck in the Mòd.

Royal Calf

Murdie Maciver (Coll) and Stacy Easton recently donated 
£6600 to SiMBA, a charity that supports the needs of those 

affected by the loss of a baby during pregnancy or close to the 
time of birth. They held a charity auction at Steinish mart and a 
winter ball at the Caberfeidh Hotel in 2018 in honour of their son 
James Murdo Maciver, who was stillborn. SiMBA donate memory 
boxes to 261 hospital units across the UK and Ireland, as well as 
refurbish family rooms in hospitals and run bereavement training, 
which they deliv-
ered to the Western 
Isles Hospital team 
last year. The charity 
also holds monthly 
bereavement sup-
port groups, includ-
ing on in Stornoway, 
which meets on 
the first Tuesday of 
every month, 7–9pm  
at the Caladh Inn. 

Photo courtesy 
NHSWI.

Fundraisers extraordinaire
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Travelling to Orlando was the 
most amazing experience and I 
made so many memories with 
the girls there. It was amazing 
getting to meet dancers from all 
over the world and it’s like noth-

ing you’d ever experience anywhere 
else. While we were there we had a 
chance to visit Disneyland. Although 
the majority of the trip was spent 
training and competing there was 
still time to make a holiday out of it. 
It was so hard to leave all the girls 
behind knowing I wouldn’t see them 
at training the next Sunday. 

I would like to thank everyone 
who helped me along the way and 
donated to my Go Fund Me page. It 
wouldn’t have been possible without 
everyone’s help.  I also want to thank 
my coach, Kirstie Anderson, who 
joined me on the trip to Orlando. 
It was amazing to have her by my 
side and support me all the way; I 
can’t thank her enough. Finally, a 
thank you to my family, especially 
my mum, who encouraged me to 
take this experience and run with it. I 
would have never had the courage to 
do this without her endless love and 
support. She is definitely my num-
ber one fan and I would have never 
dreamed of doing something like this 
without her pushing me every step of 
the way! She really is the most amaz-
ing supporter.

Abbie Morrison (Lighthill)

Joining Team Scotland was by far the best decision I have ever made and one that 
I will never regret. The experiences it has provided me with have helped not only 
shape me into a better dancer, but also a better person, teaching me that if something 
is worth doing it is not going to be easy. I can’t encourage people enough with a 
faint idea of doing something you think is out with your reach to go for it! What’s 
the worst that could happen? That is a mindset I’ll take with me in life: never rule 
something out because of where you live or obstacles that have to be overcome to 
get there. 

Never would I have thought that I would be able 
to say that at 18 years old I’m sitting seventh in 
the world with Team Scotland! It really is a dream 
come true. 

I first got interested in dance when I was 8 years 
old and Kirstie Anderson held a summer dance 
school. I started classes with her straight after it as I 
enjoyed summer school so much. I was so shy and 
it was such a massive confidence booster for me. I 
would really recommend getting kids into dance 
classes as it not only acts as a chance for children 
to become more confident within themselves and 
around others, but also teaches discipline while 
allowing them to learn a pastime they may end up 
really enjoying. 

When I got older I started to take training more seriously and started to push myself 
to see how far I could take it. Up to this point it had just been a hobby. I was aware 
of Team Scotland and the world championships for quite a few years and would 
always watch it live from home every year. I looked up to the teams: they were all 
insanely good—nothing I ever thought I would be doing. The thought of being on 
the team didn’t even cross my mind until I was encouraged to audition by a visit-
ing coach from Glasgow who had coached the Team Scotland jazz dancers the year 
before. I sent in a video of a solo I competed and was offered a place! Reality started 
to kick in when I realised there are few resources for funding for something like 
this and getting to and from Glasgow every second weekend (and sometimes every 
weekend) was impossible for a 17-year-old working part time, so I took up a second 
job, working 9am–10pm a lot of days just to be able to fund travelling to and from 
Glasgow, and to pay deposits for the actual trip to Florida! It was really hard work 
to stay on top of everything. I was on the go all the time and felt as if I was barely 
at home before I was away again. However, it was 100% worth it and I don’t have 
a single regret. 

The training itself was hard work, as I expected. Being a part of a national team, they 
expect a lot from you to keep your place. It was an amazing experience to be able to 
meet other dancers from all over Scotland and I made great friends with the girls I 
met. Each and every one of them is amazing! The coaches taught me a lot and helped 
me push myself as a dancer and I can’t thank them enough for this.

Going into the world championship we weren’t expecting to place very high, as all 
the teams are technically flawless, especially jazz teams from Japan and Mexico, 
which are filled with dancers from ballet backgrounds who were used to such 
intense training. There was a lot of pressure on us to make the finals: there were 16 
teams competing and to make finals we had to come in the top 10 qualifiers, which 
we did and ended up coming seventh overall in the grand final, which is more than 
we could’ve ever hoped for. I’m so proud of our team: we gave it everything on the 
stage. I couldn’t even begin to describe the nerves that came with performing on the 
world stage, knowing that all my family were watching me online at home, along 
with hundreds of others in the stadium. I really had to everyone back home proud. 

Scotland Superstars

Abbie on the right 

 Abbie (middle) with her team 
mates

Jazz-tastic! Abbie the world-class 
dancer
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etc., becoming team mates and friends.  
Perhaps the biggest one for me was Beth 
Macleod.  The rivalry between the two 
of us is deep rooted and started at the 
Broad Bay competition held in Back over 
10 years ago, where the Lionel school 
girls snatched the trophy from the Back 
school girls, in what was an excruciat-
ingly close game, with some very ques-
tionable decisions from the ref...From 
this, we put aside our differences, and 
both played together in what was a very 
successful Nicolson Girl’s School Team. 
And in the last 4 years Beth and I have 
rivalled again, playing for Edinburgh 
and Glasgow, respectively, so I think it 
was especially fitting to finish off my 
University Football experience along-
side her (I graduate this year).  Another 
familiar face was my boyfriend, Conor 
Morgan, who with three others, was also 
selected to represent the Scottish Student 
Men’s Football Team.  Although he actu-
ally captained their team this year, the 
men weren’t quite as successful, so I’ll 
still say I’m one up. Next stop, the Island 
Games! 

Eleanor Smith 

The Scottish Student Women’s Football Team is selected based on coaches’ rec-
ommendations and, this year, required a series of trials due to the extensive 
range of young, talented players hoping to make the final cut. The squad trained 
together during the winter months before playing matches against representa-
tive sides from England and Wales in the Home Nations competition. The Home 
Nations is a biennial competition where the top university students are selected 
across a body of sports to compete for their country. The competition, held at the 
University of South Wales in Cardiff, saw the Scottish Student Sport Women’s 
Team beating hosts Wales 4–3 on penalties after the match ended 3–3, while we 
beat England 1–0 in a match the following day. 

As a player for the Glasgow University Football Club, I was fortunate enough 
to be selected.  I have trialled and been selected the past two years.  It’s led to 
many of my opponents from Edinburgh, Stirling, St Andrews and Aberdeen, 

Scotland Superstars
Soccer Success

 Home Nations Winners (Eleanor in the centre front 
row)

Eleanor (left) in her Scotland strip with friend Beth 

over the years in England, Wales, Ireland, 
France, Netherlands, Germany, and as 
far away as Cape Town, Hong Kong and 
Melbourne. A good way to see the world.

Colin Tucker

I was selected to play for the Scottish Senior Grand 
Masters (this means over 70) hockey team at the 
Celtic Cup competition, played at Swansea over the 
last weekend in April. This involved playing three 
games over the same number of days against Wales, 
Ireland and France. Wales were the winning team, with 
Scotland coming a creditable second. 

At the end of May I will be travelling to Aberdeen to 
play in the Home Internationals, with games against 
England, Wales and Ireland. 

I have represented Scotland 
at over 55, 60, 65 and now 
70 levels. It does not get any 
less strenuous or serious 
as the age groups increase! 
Although there is no hockey 
played on Lewis, I have been 
lucky enough to keep my fit-
ness, and the hockey skills do 
not seem to disappear.

I have played for Scotland 

Scotland Superstars
The Grand Master

 Almost scoring a goal against England, 2018

That’s me front row on the left 
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NORRIE'S GARAGE
 Cars and Commercial Servicing and Repairs 

 MOT  Tyres 

 Wheel Alignment & Wheel Balancing 

 Large Stock of Truck and Trailer Parts 

TEL: 01851 705398
Email: info@norriesgarage.co.uk

43 BELLS ROAD, STORNOWAY

ISLE OF LEWIS HS1 2RL

GOOD RANGE OF 
TYRES IN STOCK
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WIIGA Women’s Squad
The Western Isles Squad travels to Ynys-Mon on Saturday 
15 June. Otherwise known as Anglesey, Ynys-Mon hosts the 
Inter Island Games for football as Gibraltar does not have 
the facilities to cater for such a huge event. 

We have been drawn in a group with the hosts and Hitra, a 
Norwegian Island. If all goes well in the group we will meet 
either Gibraltar, Isle of Man or Jersey in the semi-finals.

I took on the coaching role with Catherine Ann Macleod 
in 2013-14 prior to the Jersey Island games. Immediately, I 
was overwhelmed by the willingness to learn, develop and 
progress as a group. 

We have established a training and conditioning program, 
regularly meeting four times a week, often at 7.30am, before 
work/school.

Over the previous 4 years, the average age has decreased as 
the progress has accelerated, arriving at this point where the 
Western Isles Squad will be the youngest ever. 

As well as the bi-annual games, this year has seen the for-
mation of the Lewis & Harris Women’s Football Club. We 

participate in the inaugural Highlands & Islands League. 
We are currently sitting top, having won four out of four 
matches, scoring 35, conceding two, and have progressed 
into the semi-final of the cup. Owing to the logistics, we play 
our ‘home games’ in Ullapool or at a neutral venue. Our only 
Stornoway-based game will be on Saturday 8 June. We would 
love it if locals came out to support us—please look out for 
more details in the near future.

Participation and performance levels are increasing in paral-
lel lines along with local and national interest in women’s 
football. We have managed to stay ahead of the curve, but 
to continue to do so requires substantial financial outgoings. 
As a club we ask the players to pay for the privilege of play-
ing the sport they love as we feel it is important that they 
respect and understand the process. Having said that, we 
are always fundraising and exploring avenues to lighten the 
financial burden, so if anyone would like to donate, please 
feel free to get in touch with the paper for more information.

Euan (Moley) Macleod
Twitter: @WiigaLadies

All photographs courtesy Eric Mackinnon at The Stornoway 
Gazette

Twenty-two year old Isabelle  
Bain (Gress) plays centre mid-
field and is a tactical genius, with 
a reassuring presence. She is able 
to control play and dictate the 
pace from her position in the 
middle of the park.

WIIGA Wonder Women

 Ann-Mairi Macleod (Coll) 
plays centre midfield. At the age 
of 31, she has played an integral 
part in a number of Island Games 
campaigns.

Holly Martin (Upper  
Coll) is…yes, you guessed 
it, another defender, playing 
either left or right back. At 
the tender age of 16, she isn’t 
frightened of any opponent. 

Sian Ferguson (Tong) plays  
centre-back/right-back. At just 
17 she is a brave defender, not 

afraid of any situation.

 Shana Macphail (Tong) is 18 
years old and plays on the left 
wing or as a striker. Those of 
you who attended the Boxing 
Day Inter-Village Tournament in 
Upper Coll would have seen her 
in action! She has a great left foot 
and scores wonder goals! 

 Eleanor Smith (Tong) is another strong 
centre-back (we do like to produce defend-
ers down here!). At 21, she won the Home 
Nations tournament as part of the Scotland 
women’s university team (read more about 
this on p. 7). Eleanor is a class act. 

  Ann Louise Stewart 
(Coll/Tong), 26 years of age, 
is another strong centre-
back in the WIIGA team. 
Irreplaceable! A leader from 
the back of the field, she is 
strong and a superb tackler. 
She can actually do every-
thing! 

Loch a’ Tuath WIIGA Stars
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Things are quiet at the club in June, but don’t 
worry we have plenty in the pipeline and 
behind the scenes we are busy planning our 
activities for the summer holidays.

We have a summer club coming up from 3 to 12 
July, with a café, sports, games, art workshops 
and a selection of family-friendly film screen-
ings. There will be plenty of football of course, 
including a visit from Rangers FC, who will be 
taking over the centre for a week of junior foot-
ball training sessions.

Our Back Art Together Group continues to 
meet once a month. The group is open to 
anyone interested in art and after a couple of 
sessions learning about ceramics and picture 
framing we are hoping to move onto big makes and possibly a 
carnival float in the coming months.

So make sure you check out our website for full details of our 
summer activities and find out how you can get involved.

Back Footbal l and Recreation Club - What's on in June? 
Dates for your diary:

Boogie Bounce Mondays or Wednesdays (drop-ins 
may be available, call Alex to book 
07435643491)

Back Art Together Saturday 15 June, 10.30am
Book Club Wednesday 26 June, 7pm

Island Archers Wednesdays, 7–9pm

NHS Healthy Weighs Wednesday 26 June, 7pm
Gym Inductions Various dates, please check online

If you’d like to find out more about any of the activities 
happening at Back FC and Rec. Club please contact Terri 
on 01851 820745 or visit our website www.backfrc.org.uk

LATN Player of the Month for April/May was 
awarded to Chris (Moley) MacLeod for his 
consistent play in the first few games of the 
new season. The Editor had the honour of pre-
senting Chris with his trophy after Back's 2-0 
win against Lochs on 24 May. 

LATN Pl ayer of the Month

Back Art Together 

Throughout May the Island Archers held an 
archery course for beginners at Back FRC. 
Pictured are some of the attendees. Any 
enquries for future beginner courses can be 
directed to Island Archers at www.island-
archers.org or via Terri at the Centre. 

Archery
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Our May committee meeting was the first one to be held 
in the office we will be sharing with Loch a Tuath News 
over the next few months. Some new chairs and tables 
have been purchased and we hope you will visit us in 
the offices, next to Macrae’s Garage in Back. We intend 
to organise a rota for opening hours over the summer 
months, so keep an eye out for these hours on social 
media, in the office window and in this magazine. We 
would love to see you for a chat and a cuppa. If you have 
any photos or documents of interest they could 
be scanned and returned to you immediately if 
required.

The CEBac committee has had a couple of changes 
recently. Unfortunately, because of other commit-
ments, Norman Smith, Gress, has had to stand 
down from the committee and we are pleased to 
report that Murdo Macleod (Cloudy) has been 
formally co-opted on to the committee. We are 
also delighted that Catherine Margaret Macinnes, 
Back, has agreed to be treasurer, filling that impor-
tant post left vacant on Màiri Graham’s move to 
Aberdeenshire.

Coinneach Mac a’ Ghobhainn, Cathy Macinnes 
and Anna Tucker visited Sgoil a’ Bhac’s assembly 
at the beginning of May, and the two grow bags of 
potatoes planted in Gress and Upper Coll at the Raiders’ 
commemorative plantings in April were handed over 
to the care of the children who hope to care for, harvest 
and cook the grown potatoes. We hope to build up junior 
membership of CEBac and badges have been made for 
young members. We would like to foster an interest in 
the young of the area in their local heritage and we would 
hope to hold activities especially for young members. All 
interested children will receive a form from their class 
teacher and a parent or guardian must sign the form giv-
ing their permission. 

Our local MSP, Alasdair Allan, showed his support for the 
Comann’s recent Land Raid potato planting commemo-
rations by tabling a motion at the Scottish parliament. 
Motion S5M-16982 was lodged on 18 April 2019. The 
motion was entitled Centenary of the Struggle for Upper Coll 
and Gress. It stated that the Parliament noted the centenary 
of the land struggles that took place in the communities of 
Upper Coll and Gress in Lewis in 1919, it acknowledged 
the peaceful protest which resulted in the creation of 100 
new crofts and establishing the crofting communities that 
are still there today. It also praised the children and young 
people of these villages for their recent commemoration 
of these events to remember the peaceful protest of potato 
planting that took place in 1919.  The full content of the 
Motion can be read on our website.

As was pointed out by concerned villagers, the plaque 
at the Gress Land Raiders’ Memorial was illegible. An 
unknown, thoughtful resident then started cleaning it and 

this was followed on by Cloudy, 
on behalf of CEBac. He spent many 
hours working on it and it is now leg-
ible. We thank Cloudy for all his efforts, and 
also the original unknown cleaner. It would be good to 
know who it was who began the cleaning process.

When trying to find out what the plaque was made of, 
prior to attempting to clean it, we got in touch with James 

Crawford, the stone mason 
who built the monument. 
James has much informa-
tion on the planning and the 
construction of the monu-
ment. One very interesting 
item was the fact that dur-
ing the construction a stone 
anchor (pictured here) was 
found in the sand. James 
has this precious item in 
safekeeping for the present 
and an image of the anchor 
accompanies this article. No 
one on the committee was 
aware of this artefact and 
we would be very inter-
ested to know if anyone else 

has any information on the ancient anchor, or has any 
memories of the construction of the monument.

Finally, two members of the Comann attended a Heritage 
Symposium, Proiseact An Fhìor Aite (Great Place Project) in 
May at An Lanntair. The Great Place Scheme is funded by 
the Heritage Lottery Fund and has invested in nine places 
in Scotland, including the Outer Hebrides. The aim is to 
enable heritage organisations to make a step-change in 
how they work together with other organisations in other 
sectors, in order that heritage contributes more to meeting 
local social, environmental and economic objectives. 

It is hoped that in time, under the direction of the Western 
Isles Great Place Project Manager, Catherine Maclean, that 
all relevant bodies will go forward by working together. 

If you would like to get in touch our contact details are 
below.

Anna Tucker

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac
1 School Road
Back
HS2 0JY

Email: info@cebac.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ComannEBac/
Twitter: @CEBac_org
Website: www.cebac.org

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac – Back Historical 
Society Update
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Sumdogs

EP5/6 pupils were delighted to come first 
in the most recent Sumdog National Maths 
competition! They beat off strong opposi-
tion from another 841 classes nationally 
to win, and were awarded a free 6-month 
subscription in reading and writing as their 
prize.

An amazing achievement, well done EP5/6!

Healthy Eating

As part of our healthy eating topic EP 3-4 
had a tasting session. We played guess 
the ingredients in some smoothies and 
tried several different fruit and vegetables. 
Almost all the children tried something 
new and some have even got some new 
favourites!

At the end we all tried sucking on a 
lemon—not all fruit makes a nice break-
time snack! 

Weather Research Plane

EP3–4 were lucky enough to have the 
opportunity to visit the Weather Research 
Plane while it was based at Stornoway 

Sgoil a’ Bhac
Alan Macritchie Visit

Thàinig Alan Macritchie a-steach a 
dhèanamh rud beag còcaireachd 
còmhla-ri clas G1-2.  ‘S e còcaire a 
th’ann an Alan.  Rinn sinn fish tacos 
agus bha iad uabhasach blasta. 

Cuach na Cloinne

Gaelic Medium boys and girls won the 
regional round of Comunn na Gaidhlig's 
football competition 'Cuach Na 
Cloinne' for Gaelic Medium 
pupils across Scotland. 
It's off to Inverness 
they go now for the 
National Finals!

Alpaca Visit

EP1/2 have just start-
ed a new topic about 
farming. They went to 
visit the Callanish Alpacas. 
Claire and Martin showed them 
around and told them lots of information about the 85 animals 
they keep. 

The children fed the sheep, ducks and alpacas, and got to stroke 
the peacock and silkie hens. Claire told us about how they spin 
the alpaca wool and she's going to come in and talk some more 
with us about this process. A wonderful time was had by all!

Show and Tell

For my Transport Topic I did a Show and Tell about one of the 
ships my Great-Grandfather was on in WW2. His name was 
Alexander Murray and he was from Tolsta. My granny told me 
about him.

At the start of the war he worked on a ship called Asturias. 
After it was torpedoed, 
he worked on another 
ship called HMS Norfolk. 
When the war was 
over he and his crew-
mates took the King of 
Norway back home on 
HMS Norfolk. He got a 
letter from the king’s son 
to thank him for his help. 
I am very proud of him. 

By Sophie Finlayson EP2

 Cuach na Cloinne
 Alpaca visit

 Sumdog Winners

 Sophie's Great Grandfather
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Airport last month. Pupils were very excited to meet 
the pilot and a number of scientists who were conduct-
ing research on behalf of the Met Office. 

The scientists showed us some of the special equip-
ment they use to research the weather. The children 
were especially excited about using the headsets on 
board the plane to talk to each other! 

Green Team

Following the recent warmer weather, 
the 'Green Team' has been back ear-
nestly working in the school garden 
clearing the borders and pots to get 
them ready for this year’s new plants.

Airport Trip

GP5,6,7 pupils visited the airport ear-
lier this term and were shown round 
the fire station and the coastguard. 
They saw and handled the equip-
ment and were able to explore inside 
the fire engines and the rescue heli-
copter. All the pupils were harnessed 
and lifted up into the helicopter. 

Working in the 
garden 

Class Visitor

EP3-4 class recently had a visit from Richard 
Cooke @ Western Isles Weather. Richard came 
to talk to us about his favourite pastime—
Tornado chasing! Richard spoke about his 
trips to Tornado Alley and showed us some 
of his favourite weather-related images. 
These included an image of Hurricanes Irma, 
Katia and Jose from space, and the largest 
hailstone ever recorded, which was taken in 
South Dakota and measured an unbelievable 
8 inches! Richard is currently in America 
chasing more Tornadoes! We wish him a safe 
and successful trip.Class visitor 

 Healthy Eating

Alan Macritchie 

 Airport Visit
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Roving Reporters

Cailean, Rosie, Michael, Arran, Taylor, Kieran, 
James, Joshua and Lucie have all contributed 
to this month’s issue. This was undertaken 
as part of our Friday ‘Skills Groups’, 
which are held on a fortnightly basis.

Nursery News

The children enjoyed their fun sports morn-
ing on Monday 27 May. This was 
a fun preparation for school 
sports. 

Slavic Gospel 
Association

Two representa-
tives from the Slavic 
Gospel Association 
spoke at a recent 
assembly. The group 
work with countries in 
Eastern Europe and Central 
Asia. John and Derek spoke about 
some of their experiences and it was a pleasure to wel-
come them back to our school.

Steven Brown Art 

P5/6 have been exploring work by Scottish Artist, Steven 
Brown. The artist paints animals using very bright col-
ours. The pupils have been inspired by Steven Brown to 
paint self-portraits and some very unique and colourful 
work has been produced. 

Weather Watchers

We were fascinated to discover some very interesting 
facts about weather at a recent assembly where Richard 
Cooke was our guest speaker. Richard is responsible for 
the ‘Western Isles Weather’ Facebook page. His hobby is 

used to inform others about the 
weather. We are grateful to Richard 

for coming along to share his knowledge. 

Ar Coimhearsnachd

Gm1-3 have been learning about our school’s 
community.  They have been planning and fol-
lowing routes to get to various parts of Tong, 
including Ford Terrace, Clachan Biorach and 

Milkinghill.

Generation Science 

P1–4 enjoyed a very interesting morning with Buzzy 
the bee and Polly the bee keeper where they discovered 
lots about bees and how they work together. It was fun to 
smell giant flowers, do some cross-pollination and learn 
a bee dance! We wish to thank the two ladies who came 
along from the Edinburgh Science Festival. 

Music Workshop

P5–7 were given the privilege of attending a work-
shop led by a music outreach group. The pupils added 
some new verses to a funny song called ‘Shaggy Baggy 
Highland Cow’ and some children played their musi-
cal instruments. The group included guitars, chanters, 
recorders, trombones, fiddles, keyboards, an accordion 
and a piano. Thank you to the musicians, who gave of 
their time to share the wonderful workshop.  

Sporty Stories

A very excited group of P2 and 
P3 children participated in the 
annual ‘Fun Fours’ football 
event, which was held on the 
Nicolson Institute pitch. Great 
fun was had by all and many 
goals were scored! Thank you to 
Mrs Mackay, Miss Maciver and 
Mrs Condy for accompanying 
the group.

The pupils in Primary Four have 
been enjoying weekly swimming 

 Out and about in Tong
 A very buzzy workshop for 

P1-4! 

Tong School

 Getting creative at the Music 
workshop

 Learning all about the weather
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 Bouncing across the finish line
 Don't let the potato wobble!

lessons this term. It is a 
great opportunity and 
boosts confidence in 
the pool. 

Sports Day was held 
on Monday 20 May at 
the Nicolson Institute 
running track. Good 
sportsmanship and 
fairness was demon-
strated as pupils ran a 
series of races. Thank 
you to all the parents 
and friends who came along to 
support the runners. 

P4 love swimming!

Football Fun at Fun 
Fours 

British title in 2020. I’ve now invested in 
a powerlifting bar and 'proper' weights 
and I’m moving from bench only to 
all three lifts (bench pressing, squatting 
and deadlifting)! Scary or WHAT? The 
goal setting for this has transformed 
my life. The focus has transformed my 
mood. The training has transformed my 
strength and confidence. Now I feel dif-
ferently, I walk strongly, I move confi-
dently. What a difference a few months 
makes. What a difference goal setting 
makes. What a difference a great coach 
makes. Thank you Martin Flett. A legend 
in his own lifetime.

My name is Ann Morgan (nee 
McKerracher; nighean Maggie Murchadh 
Seonaid) and I’m originally from Tong. 
I lived there until I was 10, before mov-
ing to Gress until I was 16 years old. 
My sister-in-law, also Ann, ran the Tong 
Post Office. In 2018, after a period of 
prolonged illness, I was feeling weak, 
down and very apathetic. My fitness, 
which had always been great, had dete-
riorated over the course of a year to the 
point where I could barely walk upstairs. 
Partly I put this down to age, as well as 
the chronic illness.

My friend the powerlifter Martin Flett 
(Garrabost) is a multiple British Masters 
bench press champion who has also won 
commonwealth, European and world 
medals, and does occasional commen-
tary work. Martin and I went to school 
together. That was not yesterday...we are 
63 years old this year.

Bleating about my health issues to Martin, 
as only a female friend can bleat, he asked 
me if I’d ever tried to increase my strength 
with weights. I told him that years ago 
I’d been a body builder but not lifted 
a weight this millennium! ‘I’m too old 
now’, I told him. Well.... I can’t put in 
print what he said, but the gist of it was 
‘no way are you too old! I’m 62 and still 

lifting’. Stunned by the thought I could 
powerlift at my age I started seriously 
considering it. ‘OK’, I told Martin, ‘I’ll buy 
a wee kit and just get going’. I tested out 
my full capacity at my sister’s gym and 
discovered that, with persuasion, I could 
bench press 27 kg, so I bought a little 
bench set and a few plates. With Martin’s 
tuition by text (I now live in Somerset) I 
managed to improve how much I could 
press by a 1 kg a week for the first couple 
of months. Feeling considerably better 
and stronger I relayed this to Martin, who 
said ‘why don’t you compete?’ Well. I 
laughed. And laughed. ‘Me? I’m 62 years 
old, weak as a kitten due to being poorly 
and with a wee starter kit?’ I laughed 
some more. I truly thought he was wind-
ing me up! Martin explained I didn’t 
have that far to go to qualify, and maybe 
once qualified in a further year I could 
go for the British title. Well. I laughed. 
And laughed. And laughed. And then I 
thought. Why not? If not now, when? If 
not me, who? I’m terrified. I swear I’m 
absolutely terrified. Of the whole thing. 
Of lifting such small weights and feel-
ing embarrassed. Of appearing in public 
wearing less than I wear to bed. Of being 
thought of as an old fool. But I did it! 
I’ve booked to compete in Cheltenham 
in April and I qualified, so I’ll go for the 

She’s got the power!

Ann in her home gym
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As a wise Back schoolteacher used to anecdote, ‘Dear 
Mother, I am writing this letter very slowly because I 
know you can’t read very fast’. Well I know my mother 
is a fast reader, so that’s no excuse as to why it has taken 
me so long to respond to the Editor’s request for a Letter 
from Afar. Maybe it is that just writing letters is not the 
done thing anymore. Well from Abu Dhabi, where I have 
been living for the last 7 years, communication with my 
parents, Uilleam and Chrissie at 19 Vatisker, is somewhat 
easier these days, once they had the internet and WiFi 
installed, of course. Now we have instant connection, 
video streaming, WhatsApp, etc., who writes letters any-
more?

Over the last 15 years of my career in the marine con-
struction industry, I have worked mostly overseas in the 
Middle East and in the United Arab Emirates (UAE), and 
currently reside in Abu Dhabi, which I will tell you a little 
more about. I find myself in the UAE partially because of 
the significant construction opportunities in the region 
and because of the safe and secure environment it pro-
vides to both work and live with your family (not to men-
tion tax-free status of course!).

The region has a long history with the UK; indeed, the 
UAE used to be known as the Trucial States, under British 
control from the late 1800s until the states became inde-
pendent in 1971. The UAE is made up of seven emirates: 
Abu Dhabi (the capital), Dubai, Sharjah, Ras Al khaimah, 
Ajman, Umm al Quwain and Fujairah, each of which had 
a dominant or ruling family or tribe that accounts for the 
current leadership of the country. The ruling leadership 
succession is normally within the same families.

Abu Dhabi City is the capital of the UAE and has been 
populated from the late 1700s. At this time a haven 
for wildlife (Abu Dhabi literally means ‘Father of the 
Gazelle’), the town expanded rapidly during the heyday 
of the pearl trade in the late nineteenth century. My moth-
er, having expensive tastes, always had a thing for pearls 
and I have just realised that perhaps subconsciously that 

is how I was drawn to the home of the original pearling 
industry! However, everything changed in 1958 when oil 
was discovered, and it is from this date that the devel-
opment of modern Abu Dhabi can be said to have com-
menced. The pace of the development is still going on and 
it is quite amazing to see the transformation of the country 
in 60 years or so. 

Not only are the developments internal within the coun-
try, but also on the international stage, with Abu Dhabi 
government investing in and owning Manchester City 
Football Club, the stadium of which is named after the 
country’s airline, ‘Etihad.’ Etihad is an example one of 
the Arabic brand names, which transliterated into the 
common English: Etihad being the Arabic word for join 
together or union. This is just one example of many inter-
national investments.

Local cultures and traditions are kept alive, though, and 
are borne from a simple people from a simple time long 
before the advent of oil and the wealth it would bring. 
The welcoming and open nature of the Arabs is somewhat 
reminiscent of the neighbourly attitude of people from 
home. There are old stories of strangers and travellers 
being welcomed into homes and being fed and watered 
for three days before they could get down to the business 
of why they were there in the first place! Even today, busi-
ness-meeting introductions always start with welcoming 
Arabic coffee and dates, and discussions about family and 
well-being before getting anywhere close to getting down 
business.

The business language is mostly English and you can get 
by quite well without having to speak any Arabic, which 
is, perhaps, a shame. The population of the UAE is around 
10 million and only 10% or so is Emirati, with the remain-
der being expatriate, so it is real multicultural environ-
ment. I have learnt to read and write a bit of Arabic, but 
unless you use it regularly, you don’t really get past the 
basics and this is one where being a native Gaelic speaker 
doesn’t help much! One of the easy ones to remember, 
though, is ‘thank you’, which in Arabic is ‘Shukran’, being 
close to ‘sweets’ in Gaelic (siùcaran).

Letter from Afar......

Abu Dhabi 1958  and 2019 
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Life can be quite fast paced and when we are 
not relaxing and sunbathing by the pool, the 
work schedule is demanding: 12-hour days, 
mostly 6 days a week, with the normal day off 
being Friday. For the children schooling starts 
early, normally around 7.30am and finishing 
around 2.30pm and they are off for the week-
end on Fridays and Saturdays. Our children 
attend one of the British Schools in Abu Dhabi, 
which recently celebrated its 50th anniversary 
(just like another couple from Vatisker…I can’t 
believe that was last year already!) and study 
the English school curriculum. One benefit of 
the weather is the active outdoor opportunities, 
especially for the children, so on our only day 
off, we often find ourselves at a sea swim com-
petition at 6am—activities get done early…its 
cooler! In the height of summer, it can just get 
too hot to go outdoors, with temperatures often 
up to 50°C, so you can be trapped in a cycle between your 
air-conditioned home, car and office.

Abu Dhabi has a noisy neighbour: Dubai (they are about 
1 hour’s drive apart). Dubai is probably more well known, 
although both cities try to attract tourism in an attempt to 
diversify from relying on oil income and become global 
holiday destinations. Sunshine and shopping is not enough 
though, so they also attempt to generate additional cultural 
opportunities, such as Louvre Museum Abu Dhabi and also 
sporting events such as the Formula 1 at the Yas Marina 
Circuit. The F1 circuit is freely open to the public two nights 
a week for exercise…walking, running and cycling. Even 
Uilleam and Chrissie managed a full lap during their visit, just 
a bit slower than Lewis Hamilton though! Access to facilities 
such as this has kept me trying to keep fit with regular cycling 
and I am looking forward to giving the Hebridean Way a go 
with my old neighbour Eric on the bike this summer. 

So this is life and work in the UAE, and sometimes, you 
wonder if the travel was worth it. In your mind you see 
the idyllic youthful days spent with peat preparation, 
tending sheep, preparing the hay and potatoes in the 
croft. But isn’t it strange how the mind plays tricks, and all 
these happy days are taking place in blue cloudless skies 
with golden sunshine. Now I know that was not the case 
and here I am, in a country with 360 days of sunshine a 
year, still with same goals as anyone else: to support and 
provide for my family, only doing it from afar and in the 
sunshine! Visitors welcome :)

Regards

John Mackenzie

1. Misty the Scottish Fold kitten 
belongs to Kirstie Mackenzie and 
lives in the UAE

2. Elsa giving her sister Anna a 
bath! These wee furballs belong to 

our typesetter, Helen

2.

Uilleam and Chrissie with the grandchildren 

1.
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MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service
A D V I C E
YOU CAN
T R U S T

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH  A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £33.50 (or £20 for email) to Laura Burns, 29 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LQ.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Post Code__________________________________
Email address (for PDF copies)
____________________________________________
I enclose £33.50  or £20 for PDF 
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

I am currently undertaking a 4-year programme in BA (HONS) International Business 
Management and French in Edinburgh Napier University. I have just completed my 
second year and the plan is to undertake my third year in Lyon, France. Towards the 
end of last year, I applied to the Université Catholique de Lyon (UCLy) as my first 
choice and a university in Brittany as my second. I was notified in February that my 
application was successful and I was accepted to study in Lyon. I am delighted and 
look forward to this experience to be able to study in another country. I know of 
other local girls who have had similar opportunities, namely Beth Matheson (Back) 
and Isabelle Bain (Gress), and they have kindly shared with me their experiences. 
My university lecturers encouraged me to apply to the Stephenson scholarship, 
which was founded in 1932 by Sir Daniel Stevenson, Chancellor of the University 
of Glasgow, for the promotion of friendly relations between students of Scotland, 
Germany, France and Spain. This involved writing a 2000-word essay on how I can 
be an ambassador for Scotland while I'm abroad. I also had to submit two character 
references supplied by referees who were not family members. The scholarship 
panel then decides on eligibility and they can award anything from £40 to £4000 
to successful candidates. My initial thoughts were ‘this is a lot of work for little 
guarantee of success’, especially as I had upcoming exams; however, I set to work and passionately wrote about my 
own background and culture and how important it is to me to embrace other cultures equally. I received two generous 
references from a previous employer and a university academic, and I am delighted that my application for a scholar-
ship was successful. I was then interviewed by a panel of five senior lecturers and Deans at Glasgow University and 
shortly afterwards received notification that I was to be awarded a substantial sum towards my studies in France. I 
would encourage other students to not bypass this type of opportunity of funding and applying for scholarships. I look 
forward to returning from my year abroad and sharing my experience with you all. 

Eilidh (Dano) Macdonald

Scholarship success for Eilidh
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Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier

Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer

Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

“Serving the crofters of  Lewis 
and Harris since 1958”

Agricultural Merchants and 
Suppliers Of:

UFAS Approved Animal Health

Fencing
Fertiliser

Seeds
Gardening
Households
Hardware

Plus much more…
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First Registration of a Croft
Mr Kevin Alexander Macdonald has registered 
their croft 9 Coll Stornoway on the Crofting 
Register held by the Registers of Scotland.

Any person who wishes to challenge the 
registration may apply to the Scottish Land Court 
by 30 January 2020.

Details of the registration can be found at www.
crofts.ros.gov.uk/register/home The croft 
registration number is R3788.

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Isabella Stewart is applying to assign the 
tenancy of the croft at 36 Back to Catherine 
Anne McConaghy of 33 Wester Inshes Drive 
Inverness. 

Written comments from those with a relevant 
interest (which may be made public) to: Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 
8NW, info@crofting.gov.scot by 4 July 2019.

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Isabella Stewart is applying to assign the tenancy 
of the croft at 29B Vatisker, Back to Joan I. 
Stewart of 0/1, 133 Northinch Street, Whiteinch, 
Glasgow G14 0TU. 

Written comments from those with a relevant 
interest (which may be made public) to: Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 
8NW, info@crofting.gov.scot by 4 July 2019

Proposed Assignation of a Croft

Isabella Stewart is applying to assign the tenancy 
of the croft at 29 Upper Coll, Back to George G. 
Stewart of 6 Knock, Point, Isle of Lewis. 

Written comments from those with a relevant 
interest (which may be made public) to: Crofting 
Commission, Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 
8NW, info@crofting.gov.scot by 4 July 2019.
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Independent Financial 
Advisers

Donald Martin

Succession Wealth,
based within CIB,

63 Kenneth Street, Stornoway. 
HS1 2DS.

(t) 01851 701212
(m) 0784 679 6866

(e) donald.martin@succession-
wealth.co.uk

W E A L T H
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Gress River angling season 2019 is upon us and it is with a sense 
of some trepidation that we start our quest for catching an increas-
ingly elusive salmon. Alarm bells have been ringing for some time 
on a national level at decreasing catches of wild salmon on all riv-
ers, and Gress has not been spared from these reduced catches. The 
table shows the drop in catches since 2013, and all of us who regu-
larly fish for salmon can testify that the numbers just aren’t there as 
they used to be. Interestingly enough, our sea trout numbers have 
held pretty constant, as has been shown in catch returns and also 
sweep net surveys carried out by Fisheries Trust biologists. This 
shows that locally we have a healthy river system for spawning fish 
and a healthy local feeding area for sea trout in Broad Bay. 

The significant difference between salmon and sea trout migrations 
is that young salmon leave our rivers in late spring and proceed to 
the Arctic waters near Greenland, while sea trout leave our rivers 
but stay and feed in the seas relatively local to the rivers. The tag-
ging exercise over the last three years by Fisheries Trust biologists 
is now starting to produce some interesting data and previously 
tagged fish are now starting to show in repeat sweep netting, with 
sea trout initially tagged at Gress showing up in sweeps at Steinish 
Pool and vice versa.

The decline in salmon numbers is increasingly pointing towards 
events further afield than our local waters, with various theories 
being considered. Undoubtedly, sea lice infestation of young 
salmon (smolts) passing by fish farms would devastate that smolt 
migration and impact significantly on the future returns to their 
source river, but that alone is not the sole cause as migrating smolts 
from river systems nowhere near any fish farms are also showing 
declines in returning fish. Recent GPS tagging and tracking of 
smolts from some main east-coast rivers may shed some light on 
events at sea. Melting ice caps due to global warming is also under 
suspicion as a possible cause of the decline, as it is unclear what 
effect this is having on salmon feeding areas. A recent report from 
the southern hemisphere indicated that Antarctic krill, which is the 
staple diet of most marine life in the region, are now being found 
further south than ever before due to ice melt. What effect this will 
have on marine species in the areas they used to inhabit is caus-
ing great concern. Should the same be happening with Northern 
Hemisphere krill in Arctic waters, where salmon feed, then the 
impact could be devastating for the future of Atlantic salmon. We 

can only hope for the best, i.e. that all the predictions of doom and 
gloom are being overstated and that this is a normal cyclical phase 
in salmon returns, but, unfortunately, the recent evidence doesn’t 
seem to show this.

As was to be expected, Gress has been classified as a Category 3 
fishery again this year, which means that any salmon caught must 
be released. Most anglers on Gress have been doing this voluntarily 
for several years anyway.

The big success story for Gress is the continuing recognition 
of it being one of the best sea trout rivers on the west coast of 
Scotland. Catches have held up well and the quality of fish has 
also improved, with sea trout up to 6lbs being caught. The saltings 
area can yield fish from the start of the season after any big tides 
or spates, while the pools further out the moor hold fish from July 
onwards. Spring time sweep netting just upriver of Gress Bridge by 
the Fisheries Trust yielded over 150 sea trout kelts returning to sea 
in just three sweeps over a 30-metre section of river. A TV crew was 
present for one of these sweeps filming the work of the Fisheries 
Trust in the island. These numbers bode well for another good sea 
trout season when most of these fish return to the river after gorg-
ing on sand eels in Broad Bay.

Membership fees have been held at recent levels of £25 for adult 
season ticket and £5 for OAPs and Juniors. Visitor day tickets 
are also priced at £10 and £5. Tickets are available, as usual, at 
Sportsworld in Stornoway.

Trout fishing is also available on Loch Ullabhat with two boats with 
battery-powered outboards available to members. Oars also avail-
able if an outboard is not required. Anybody wishing to use these 
should contact Alasdair Murray 07920 837558 or Calum Macrae at 
Macrae’s garage for information and availability.

We are also setting up a Gress Angling Facebook page this year to 
keep interested anglers up to date with developments on the river 
and, most importantly, any significant catches. 

So here’s hoping for a successful 2019 and tight lines to all our 
anglers. 

Alasdair Murray

Gress Angling Association

1871 1872 1873 1875 1879 1880 1881 1882 1883 1884
Salmon 27 52 16 43 8 38 21 78 20
Sea Trout 544 90 300 21 25 257 170 94 111
Brown Trout  NOT RECORDED

1909 1910 1911 1912 1913
Salmon 40 16 54 16 23
Sea Trout 85 144 241 103 175
Brown Trout 262 181 117 75 132

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Salmon 0 4 7 36 3 31 28 63 16 27
Sea Trout 38 194 167 144 137 268 135 315 251 272
Brown Trout 54 162 130 100 100 79 67 139 109 132

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Salmon 14 38 6 13 8 5 5
Sea Trout 266 159 243 285 191 147 191
Brown Trout 127 110 116 72 117 74 98'
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the skills required for learning, life 
and work. 

The staff of both schools are hugely 
indebted to the 45 partners who 
agreed to come to Sgoil a’ Bhac that 
day and share with the children 
something of the skills they require 
to use in their jobs. It was as one 
member of staff aptly put it ‘a prop-
er little careers day for the pupils!’

Developing the Young Workforce 
– Scotland’s Youth Employment 
Strategy was published in 
December 2014. This strategy and 
implementation plan was the gov-
ernment’s response to ‘Education 
Working for All!’ and set out mile-
stones over a seven-year period 
from 2014 to 2021, with the aim of 
improving outcomes for all young people by 2021. The headline aim 
for DYW was to reduce youth unemployment by 40% by 2021. 

As one of the four national priorities for education was also to see an 
improvement in employability skills and sustained, positive school-leaver 
destinations for all young people, the teaching staff of Sgoil a’ Bhac decided 
to include a project within the School Improvement Plan for this session that 
would address the requirements of the Developing the Young Workforce 
agenda. 

The staff recognised that even within the parent body of the school there was 
a diverse range of occupations. We decided to begin with an introductory 
evening through which we would explain to our parent body what DYW 
was all about. Following a brief introduction by the Head Teacher, each class 
presented a different aspect of DYW to the parent body and shared with 
them what work had already been done. 

That evening was hugely successful. Parents were encouraged to consider 
how they could work as partners in their children’s education and we asked 
them whether they would be willing to come in to speak to classes about 
their world of work or whether they would be willing to host class visits to 
their own workplaces. 

A number of parents made offers to the school that night and these were 
followed up by class teachers. In addition the ‘Name the Gritter’ competi-
tion, previously written about in the Sgoil a’ Bhac pages within LATN was 
thought up by Iain and Norma Maciver. As we prepared to head into the 
winter months Iain and Norma brought ‘Margrit’ ‘Gritty, Gritty Bang Bang’ 
and Snow-Mo-Peel’ into school to present a Kindle Fire to each of the three 
winners.

Class teachers had made a commitment to invite a minimum of two and a 
maximum of four speakers into the classrooms to talk to the children about 
their world of work. Class teachers were also committed to taking the chil-
dren out and about on a minimum of two and a maximum of four workplace 
visits. Dano was frequently supporting classes by taking them here, there 
and everywhere to places he at times did not know existed—the Callanish 
Alpaca visit being the most recent of these.

EP3-4 visited the airport at the time that the scientific plane was up in Lewis 
for four weeks. They were in awe of all they learnt. EP7 visited the police 

If the residents of Sgire a’ Bhac were 
passing anywhere near Sgoil a’ Bhac 
on Thursday 25 May 2019 they would 
have been excused for wondering 
what on earth was going on. School 
Road was filled with parked cars and a 
myriad of folk marched purposefully, 
some of them trundling bags of equip-
ment along behind them, to and from 
the school. 

Passers-by would have seen that 
within the front playground of the 
school sat a classic car belonging to 
Calum (Kiwi) Macleod, a gritter lorry 
from the Council depot and one of the 
cranes belonging to Iain Maciver & 
Sons dominated the skyline. 

Inside the school much more was 
going on. Midwives, journalists, 
accountants and lawyers sat beside 
plumbers, joiners, doctors, radio pre-
senters, fishermen and carers. Some 
of the emergency services rolled up 
too, with the Coastguard and RNLI 
and Ambulance Service all present. 
Sadly, the firemen were deployed to 
mainland wildfires and were unable 
to join us. Children scurried past, some 
in purple and some in navy, and there 
was lots of chatter and excitement as 
everyone moved from class to class. 

The occasion was a long-planned day 
focusing on Developing the Young 
Workforce. This was the culmina-
tion of a year-long project within the 
school, which had wholly centred on 
teaching the pupils of both Sgoil a’ 
Bhac and Tolsta Primary School about 

Cranes, Planes and Automobiles! 
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station and learnt what it was like to sit in a cell. They 
didn’t like that! GP1-2 through their topic ‘Shios Fon 
Mhuir’ went fishing in Lochs to find out what skills a fish-
erman needs and they caught a trout. Visitors to classes 
included a chef, a paediatric nurse and merchant seamen. 

The overwhelming feedback we received on all of these 
occasions related to how well the children behaved them-
selves, listened and asked good questions.

When it came to organising our DYW Day, the staff 
approached approximately 85 establishments and were 
overwhelmed and delighted when 45 agreed to come 
along to Sgoil a’ Bhac and deliver short presentations to 
the children. 

And so began the logistical nightmare of putting the 
programme together. This fell in large part to the Head 
Teacher. Two programmes were devised to run simul-
taneously—one for P1-3 and one for P4-7. Presentations 
were split into groups and children were given a menu 
to rank their order of preference for each group. Miss 
Maclean and Miss Macdonald allocated children to ses-
sions and tried as far as possible to give children their 
first choices, but inevitably, with 106 children from Back 
and a further 22 from Tolsta, some of the children were 
allocated to some second or third choices.

Children had the opportunity to listen and participate in 
six presentations across the morning. We even got Dano 
to change the bell times to ensure that we ran to time and 
everything went like clockwork. There were a huge num-
ber of presenters the youngest being Mark Morrison, an 
18-year-old who had achieved his Private Pilot’s licence at 

the age of 16 and who is approximately halfway to com-
pleting his Commercial Pilot’s Licence. We are too polite 
to say who the oldest presenter was, but we were grateful 
for every single person who crossed the threshold of the 
school that morning to join us. 

Every space in the school was used. Tea and coffee was 
served to all our partners in the library. The partners 
thoroughly enjoyed coming in with us to deliver to the 
children and the day was a phenomenal success. The buzz 
around the school was palpable and the vibrancy of all the 
individual presentations was clearly evident. 

In the afternoon the children gathered together in the 
assembly hall and completed their evaluation forms 
before going home to announce to their parents what they 
wanted to do when they grew up. 

As this session concludes so too does our DYW Project. 
However, the DYW agenda will continue to be delivered 
in school. The challenge for us now in Sgoil a’ Bhac is 
to consider how we can build on the foundation that 
has been laid this year. Our teachers have been hugely 
enthused by DYW and our pupils highly motivated and 
as we think about the session ahead we look forward to 
creating more opportunities for the children of Back and 
Tolsta which ensures that they get the very best of experi-
ences to learn about the world of work. 

We would like to publicly thank all those who have made 
our project this session one to remember for we know that 
we could not have done it without their help and support. 
Ceud Mìle Taing.

Volunteers Week, June 1-7 – it’s time to get involved! 
Volunteers’ Week is a chance to say thank you for the fantastic 
contribution millions of volunteers make across the UK. 

Volunteers Week takes place 1-7 June every year and sees chari-
ties and voluntary groups get together to recognise the contribu-
tion volunteers make to our communities every day. 

During the week, the Volunteer Centre Western Isles will help 
organisations to celebrate their volunteers, saying thank you to 
volunteers and recognising their invaluable and diverse contri-
bution to our community. 

This year, Volunteers’ Week is returning to its roots – focusing on 
celebrating all the great things that volunteers do. It is an oppor-
tunity to celebrate volunteering in all its diversity. 

Get involved and say thank you to your volunteers! From 

trustees and campaigners to carers and fundraisers, this is a 
great time to think about the fantastic contribution all your vol-
unteers make. The Western Isles has one of the highest rates of 
volunteering in the UK, it’s a great time to thank say thank you 
to our volunteers.

As well as helping others, volunteering has been shown to 
improve volunteers' wellbeing too.  It’s human nature to feel 
good after helping someone out. Volunteering can help you gain 
valuable new skills and experiences, and boost your confidence.  

If you would like to get involved, we can provide you with 
Volunteers Week thank you cards, certificates or ideas on how 
to thank your volunteers. You can pick up cards and certificates 
from the Volunteer Centre at 95 Cromwell Street.

Please contact Bellann O’Brien, Development Worker, email 
lewis@volunteeringwesternisles.co.uk, phone on 01851700366 or 
visit www.volunteercentrewi.org for more information. 
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Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office

20 Kenneth Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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 Bellann Sgurd and Ruaraidh Thiugs (am Poileagan)

 Back row:  Butch, Uilleam Bhobshie, Ishbel  
and her brother Mardo Maclennan

Front row: Chrissie Slater, Ishbel Bhobshie, Jean 
Ann and her brother Calum (Jake)

Dol'Angie, Mardo Maclennan,  Uilleam Bhobshie  
all Gress boys

 Tong School Class of ’98:

Back row, L–R: (P2s) Gillian Macdonald, 
Andrew ‘Mowgli’ Macleod, Ruth Macdonald, 
Craig Evans, Colin John Campbell, Matthew 
Martin.

Front row, L–R: (P1s) Murdo Macleod, Clare 
Murray, Sharon Macleod, Deborah Harrop, 
Daniel McTaggart.



28



29

50th Reunion!
Back row, L–R: Kenny 
Murray (Tong), Peter Grant 
(Tong), Jim Macaulay 
(Gress), Murdo Macdonald 
(Stal; Upper Coll).

Middle row, L–R: Calum 
Murdo Macdonald 
(Cally Mo; Coll), Evelyn 
Mackintosh (nee Macleod; 
Tolsta), Kenna Macleod 
(nee Macdonald), Marina 
Macrae (nee Maclennan; 
Gress), Donald Mackay 
(Tong).

Front row, L–R: Debbie 
Stark (nee Macdonald; 
Vatisker), Joey Morrison 
(Vatisker), Mary Faller 
(nee Macaulay, Vatisker), 
Wilma Thomson (nee 
Scott; Vatisker), Ann 
Turnbull (nee Murray; 
Tolsta), Christine Macleod 
(nee Maclean; Tolsta).

Back row, L–R: Norman 
Stewart (Simon; Back), 

Karina Macleod (Back), 
Roddy Beaton (Back), 

Roderick Mackay (Back).

Front row, L–R: Catriona 
Murray (Tolsta), Donald 

Campbell (Gog; Back), 
Norman Macleod 

(Charlie; Back), Cathie 
Macleod (Tolsta).

Both photographs cour-
tesy of Malcolm Macleod 

Photography

B ack, Tong and Tolsta

60th Reunion!B ack, Tong and Tolsta
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts, Tours

Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams   ●   Spectacles   ●   Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                                 700808
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It seems the potatoes are growing. The ones the children planted to mark 100 
years since their forefathers had done the same. It is amazing really. All you 
do is plant them and they grow. There was a hiccup when it seemed the dry 
weather and the sandy soil were combining to cause the appearing leaves to 
shrivel a bit. However, it would appear the buntata is sgadan in the autumn is 
still on. 

This is the season for growing. It’s good to see everything growing and blos-
soming, although the two apple trees I got in the Crofters seem to be a bit 
reluctant to join the rapid growth of all the rest of the greenery around them. 
I don’t know if my lawn will recover. I scarified it and put a mix of moss killer 
and fertiliser on it. Now I have a patchwork of brown and green. The moss was 
green. Maybe I should have left it. 

B’eòlach do sheanair air. We never had lawns. We didn’t need to worry about 
lawn mowers. We had four-legged ones of all sorts who took care of anything 
that grew. We did have a few blue flowers at the back of the house. I still have 
a few of them in my own borders. The rest was used for potatoes, turnips, car-
rots and we had some of the best rhubarb in the village. It was sheltered from 
the north wind and I remember my granny putting ashes and soot on it during 
the winter. It worked. I still have some of that rhubarb stock, but don’t have 
any ashes or soot, yet somehow it grows each year and makes lovely jam and 
rhubarb stew. 

Thinking about it, we had no fertiliser apart from the contents of the ocrach at 
the end of the byre. Not a pleasant odour, but it was amazing how quickly the 
nostrils got used to it. Yet everything grew. Or am I imagining it?

It was one thing after another. By now our peats would be well on the way, the 
grass would be growing, the potatoes would need to subject to priceadh and 
then tobhaigeadh, getting rid of the weeds and then hoeing them, giving the 
growing shaws the support they needed and protecting the growing potatoes 
from outgrowing the soil. The oats or corca was a bit later but by now would 
have started appearing. 

There was little spare time, especially when the loom was also waiting, and the 
tweed warps were piling up waiting to be beamed into the loom and woven 
for the small and large producers. We wove for Tod, Newall and Sticky, as well 
as Pat Macfarlane, Alec Macaulay and Eddie Gray. Now, of these, only Sticky 
remains and that belongs to someone from down south. 

We all mucked in. We compared notes. We 
all helped each other. Some crofts produced 
better crops than others even when the same 
labour had gone into the work. Some were 
just better than others. And are to this day. I 
had better not say which were the better ones! 

When we did have an hour or two we would 
dig up some worms, put them in an old tobac-
co tin stuffed with moss and head for Amhainn 
Aonghais with our bamboo rods. They were 
bought from Iain Mhurchaidh Uisdean in the 
Post Office, some brown cord tied on to the 
end, some gut from Bruce, who had it for his 
lìon bheag, tied onto the cord and one of his 
haddock hooks then attached and we were 
ready to go. A cork stopper from a medicine 
bottle was the float. Pretty basic, but it worked.

It also worked for the rocks later in the year. 
There were longer bamboo rods for the rocks. 
They had a longer reach and were easier to use 
for those who knew how to fish with flies. We 
dug up lugaichean (lugworms) on the shore, or 
at least tried to, for the rocks as well. There was 
a skill to that too. You had to be quick or all 
you got was a shovel full of sand. I am not sure 
I remember the sequence. I will get a spade out 
and report on success or otherwise.

We couldn’t wait for this month to be over. 
The summer holidays and freedom loomed. 
The cousins would be coming ‘home’ to our 
house and other houses. They became part of 
the village for the summer. Everyone knew 
them and they knew everyone…and do to this 
day. I have to confess that nowadays I don’t 
know some people in my own village. Is it me? 
Maybe, but the times have surely changed. 

Maybe the potatoes will be the means of 
reversing the trend of recent years for us all 
to be little private islands and revive our vil-
lages as communities where we do know and 
interact with each other in a way that has been 
in sharp decline in recent years. 

Maybe every village should plant potatoes, 
feast on them together and get to know each 
other again.

Coinneach aig Baile

Turned Down Again
It was learned with disappointment throughout the district that apart from one 
slight concession, the applications made by Back Stornoway Motor Transport 
Ltd for increased services have been turned down. To the ordinary passenger, 
it seems strange that the genuine public demand in Back for increased services 
should be repeatedly ignored. The 10pm ex-Back and the 11pm ex-Stornoway is 
a run of special value to the community, allowing those who are leaving by the 
boat to remain at home much later than they would otherwise be able to do, and 
providing late transport back. The need for a bus ex-Stornoway between 5.10pm 
and 9.30pm is also much felt, and there can surely be very few who have to 
put up with a three and a half hour interval between two runs. When evidence 
of public demand and support is not forthcoming, the application is justifiably 
refused, but it is surprising that when a good deal of evidence volunteered in a 
genuine desire to get improvements in the services is put forward, the applica-
tion is still refused. The important thing at the moment is that the Back public 
are to be deprived during the winter months of one of the most popular bus runs 
in the day.

Back in Time June 1949
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Material for publication in the JULY/AUGUST issue of Loch a 
Tuath News must be in before MONDAY 17 JUNE 2019

40th Reunion!

Back row, L–R: Garry 
Murray (Tolsta), Anne 
Housby (nee Maciver, 
Tolsta), Donald 
Macleod (Tolsta), 
Angela Macinnes (nee 
Macdonald, Tolsta), 
Donnie Murray (Tolsta).

Front row, L–R: 
Alan Maclean (Coll), 
Stephen Campbell 
(Back), Catherine 
Mackenzie (Gress), 
Dawn Maclennan 
(nee Maciver, Back), 
Erica Murray (nee 
Maciver, Tolsta), Robbie 
Maclennan (Coll).

Back row, L–R: 
Martin John Murray 

(Sandwick), Chris Reid 
(Sandwick), Callum Iain 
Maclean (Tong), Donald 

Henry Eadie (Tong).

Front row, L–R: 
Margaret Taylor (Tong), 
Fiona Bradbury (Tong), 
Anne Macleod (Tong), 

Kristin Reid (Sandwick), 
Marlene Horne (Tong), 

Annismarie MacFarlane 
(Tong).

Photos courtesy Malcolm 
Macleod Photography.

Tong and S andwick

B ack and Tolsta


