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Welcome to our July/August dou-
ble issue. It’s summer (suppos-
edly) and we are now on the flip 
side of the solstice and the nights 
will be getting longer. The sol-
stice is traditionally called mid-summer, but 
really it marks the start of our summer here 
in Scotland. After a mild winter and lovely 
early spring, I think we were all looking 
forward to a super summer...so far, not so 
good. The tourists are here in their droves, 
and no doubt many of them will have made 
their way over to Callanish on 21 June to 
harness the cosmic energies of the ley lines, 
before heading to Heb Celt 2019. Let’s hope 
the midges stay away. Isn’t it amazing that 
we (or maybe it’s just me) forget every 
year that the midges will arrive. I felt them 
for the first time the other day. Horrible 
creatures! They ruined an otherwise good 
Saturday.

Congratulations also to our local Mòd com-
petitors. We’ve got all the photos for you in 
this issue. Before we know it, the National 
Mòd will be upon us. Where is the time 
going? Aargh! 

What else is in this issue? We have loads 
of village news this time around. It’s really 
good to see and we encourage you to keep 
sending it in. Unfortunately, we are losing 
our Tong village correspondent, who has 
decided to step down after many years of 
service. We send our thanks to Joan for all 
her hard work. This means we are on the 
hunt for a new correspondent for Tong. 
Could it be you? Why not come along to 
our AGM and see what we’re all about. On 
that note, we are also on the lookout for new 
committee members and fresh blood and 
new ideas for the magazine. We meet 10 
times a year for about an hour to share ideas 
and progress the mag. We are a friendly 
bunch. You are most welcome to come 
along to the AGM and see if it’s for you.

You will see in this issue that we have 
gathered together and analysed the results 
of the reader survey published earlier this 
year. One of the main things that came 
through was that most of you didn’t real-
ise that the magazine was run entirely by 

volunteers. That’s why 
we’re always pestering 
you here and on our 
social media pages to 
be sending us things. 
Unfortunately we just 
don’t have the resourc-
es to be writing lots of 
the material ourselves 
(most of us have ‘day 
jobs’ as well). That’s why 
your contributions are 

so crucial to us and means we can keep 
printing the magazine. I can’t emphasise 
how important it is that we work together 
as a community to keep this great wee pub-
lication going. And maybe one day win that 
blimin’ award..!

The survey also gave us some new ideas. 
Thank you for your suggestions; all of them 
are worth considering, so watch this space. 
In fact, this issue sees a new section called 
‘What's On?’, where you can see what’s on 
in the area right up to January 2020. We 
actually had more to put in, but space con-
straints meant we had to leave some out this 
time. Terri’s events and clubs at Upper Coll 
will remain listed separately on the usual 
Back FRC page. If you have an event to add 
to the list, please email us. We can also share 
via our social media pages (which you love, 
according to the survey results). Let’s work 
together! 

Finally, you may have noticed a slight rede-
sign of the front cover. The idea behind this 
was to try and draw more people in with 
the smaller side pictures as we weren’t quite 
sure if people were bothering to read the 
sub-text below the large photo of the old 
design. We’ll see how it goes—we’d love 
your feedback on it. Will it make you more 
likely to buy a copy? Time will tell.

I hope you all have a lovely summer (maybe 
the sun will have arrived by the time this 
issue is on sale), whether you’re stay-cation-
ing or venturing further afield. 

See you in September.

Jayne 

 www.facebook.com/LochaTuathNews

 @lochatuathnews

 instagram.com/lochatuathnews

Cover image courtesy Cathy Gunn
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Back
Silver Wedding
Our best wishes go to our LATN colleague 
Anne Ramsay and her husband Tom, 
who will shortly celebrate their 25th wed-
ding anniversary. They were married on 6 
August 1994 at the Tayside Hotel in Stanley, 
Perthshire. Anne is the daughter of the late 
John Angie and Mairead Anna Maciver, 7 
Back. Congratulations to you both on your 
special anniversary.

Gaisgich Sgìre a' Bhac
One hundred years have now passed since 
Back's last casualty of The Great War lost 
his life. John MacDonald, 17 Back (an uncle 
of Janet Ailig, 9 Gress) was drowned aboard 
SS Talus on 14 June 1919–a fortnight prior 
to the Treaty of Versailles which brought 
WW1 to its official end. Later this summer, 
on 3 September, the 80th anniversary of the 
outbreak of WW2 will be commemorated 
across the world.

Readers may wish to know that the 
Comann Eachdraidh's book acknowledg-
ing our district's contribution to the two 
conflicts is currently at the typesetting stage 
and should be ready for publication at the 
end of this year. The Comann wishes to 
sincerely thank the local organisations and 
individuals who have generously contrib-
uted towards the book's costs. Donations 
are still gratefully accepted and may be 
made by sending a cheque made payable 
to Comann Eachdraidh Sgire a' Bhac to the 
treasurer, Catherine Macinnes, Ryedale, 35 
Back, HS2 0LQ. 

Weather Watch
At the time of writing it is fair to say that 
the late spring and early summer of 2019 
have been something of a let-down and are 
a marked contrast to the favourable condi-
tions we experienced this time last year. Cold 
north-easterly winds interspersed with spells 
of persistent rain have prevailed for much of 
May and June. The few locals who still cut 
peats have had mixed fortunes with their 
endeavours. Those who observed the tradi-
tional cutting dates around the May Bank 
Holiday are rather gloomily surveying the 
fruits of their labour still lying on the peat-
banks. However, the early birds who rode 
their luck during the sunny days of April 
have their stacks already made at home. 
They may need to go out and cut some more, 
however, as the chilly conditions are result-
ing in rapidly depleting stocks!

Poor weather at this time of year is not that 
unusual. The writer recalls a few years ago a 
temperature of 11C on Midsummer's Day—
which was identical to that of the previous 
Midwinter's Day! By the time this edition 
of LATN hits the shelves such pessimistic 
observations will hopefully be forgotten 
and we will be enjoying long sunny days 
down on Tràigh Rèbac. We'll get back to 
you in September with the outcome of that 
prediction...

First for Isla
Isla Madonald won the Nairn Individual 
Medley Swimming Comp at the start of June 
for her age group of 11/12 year olds. She is 
also going to compete at the Scottish National 
Open comp in Aberdeen at the end of June. 
Isla is the daughter of Andy and Mandy 
Macdonald, and granddaughter of Murdo 
and Joan Murry, 47 Back. Good luck Isla! 

Home on Holiday
Chirsty Ann Macleod (Chirsty Ann Gheadaidh) 
has come home again to 48 Back for her 
annual summer trip. Chirsty Ann has been 
making the trip home every summer since 
she moved to Glasgow in the early 1950s, and 
is always joined by visits from her children 
and grandchildren. We look forward to see-
ing a few of them over the next few weeks.

New Job
Congratulations to Karina Mackay (nighean 
Bommie, 50 Back) who will be starting a new 
job as Deputy Headteacher of Stornoway 
Primary in August. Tong school will be sad 
to see her go. Stornoway Primary is not 
altogether unfamiliar to her, though, as she 
previously worked there for many years 
before her sojourn to Tong. Good luck in 
your new post.

Vatisker
Bereavement
We extend our condolences to John Graham 
(Iain a' Rudha), 36 Vatisker, following the 
passing of his sister Margaret Ann Macleod 
in Inverness on 28 May.

Art Exhibition
Congratulations go to Gill Thompson on 
the launch of her exhibition of work, ‘The 
Beachcomber Collection’ at Morven Gallery 
on 15 June. The exhibition runs until mid-
July. Be sure to check it out while you can. 

Butt to Barra
Good luck to James MacArthur and David 
Beaton, who are undertaking the Butt to 
Barra cycle on 10 July in aid of Crossroads 
and Bethesda, respectively. If you wish to 
donate to these two good causes, you can 
find their Just Giving pages online (search 
James’s Butt 2 Barra 2019 and David’s Butt 2 
Barra 2019). Every penny counts!

Gold for Jenny!
Congratulations to our pharmacist and 
bodybuilder Jenny McKenna, who won 
gold in the Fitness Model category and 
bronze in the Bikini category at the recent 
UKUP Scottish Championships in Glasgow. 
Jenny has now been invited to compete at 
the British Finals in October. Good work! 

Skiing Success
Six-year-old skier Christina Dagne (Broadbay 
View) came first in the under-8 category at 
the Ripper's Cup at Braehead on 26 May 
2019.  Then on 9 June 2019 she competed in 
her first national race and came third.

Good Luck
We send our very best wishes to young 
Seumas Murray, who is commencing trials 
with Ross County Football Club this sum-
mer. Seumas, who has just completed first 
year at The Nicolson Institute, is the son of 
Seumas Neill Sheumais and Joey, 1 Vatisker.

Congratulations
We send our congratulations to all the 
young people who took part in the local 
Mòd recently, representing their school and 
community. They all put in a lot of effort to 
learn their various pieces, and their hard 
work certainly paid off. Congratulations 
also to Alison Graham (5 Catherine Hill) 
who won first prize in the psalm precenting 
competition with her congregation from the 
Nicolson Institute. 

Coll
Bereavements
Our sympathy goes to Bert Gilchrist, his 
daughter Nancy and son Dixon, and their 
families, on the passing of Bert’s wife Katie 
Ann (nighean a’ Clark) formerly 75 Coll and 
Longniddry East Lothian. Katie Ann passed 
away on 8 June after a long illness. Her sis-
ter Mary Ann in Inverness, and brother John 
Murdo at 75 Coll, and all other relatives and 
friends, are in our thoughts at this sad and 
difficult time.

The village was also sorry to learn of the 
passing of Victor Daly, 45 Coll, on 16 May. 
To all of his family we extend our sympathy 
in their sad loss. 

18th Birthday
Congratulations to Alison Rose Smith (15 
Coll) who celebrated her 18th birthday on 8 
June. It was also nice to see her granny home 
for a short holiday. Chrissie Bella Smith, now 
residing in Stirling, returned to Coll for a 
couple of weeks in June to visit the family 
and stayed with her son Donnie at 13A.

Good Luck
We will know how all the teams got on by 
the time this issue hits the stands, but we 
wish good luck to the young sportsmen 
and women taking part in tournaments in 
June. Campbell Macdonald (40a) has been 
selected to play for Lewis and Harris in 
the mid-summer tournament, to be played 
in Uist in mid-June. The tournament fea-
tures four teams, including Uist and Barra, 
Glasgow Island and Lochaber, as well as 
Lewis and Harris.

As Na 
Bailtean
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Lillian Maclennan and her birthday 
celebrations (Gress)

New Babies

As na 
Bai ltean 
Pictures

80th Birthday
18th B

irthday
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 Jenny McKenna (Vatisker) 
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Good luck wishes are also sent to Euan and 
Ann-Mairi Macleod (3A Coll) who are off 
to Anglesey with the WIIGA team. As the 
Island Games are being held in Gibraltar 
this year, there are no facilities for football, 
so instead they have travelled to Ynys-Mon 
where a separate competition will be held.

We will hear in the next issue how they all 
fared.

Gress
Half Moon Walk in Edinburgh
We must congratulate Pearl Campbell 
(16) on completing a Half Moon Walk 
in Edinburgh with her daughter Siobhan 
Court and her son-in-law Tony. The walk 
started at 23.30 and Pearl completed it in 
4h 20mins. The distance was 13.5 miles and 
there were over 5000 walkers, all walking 
in aid of Breast Cancer. Pearl says the high-
light was a couple with their dog who met 
them at the halfway mark with flapjacks 
for everyone. Well done to you all and 
Pearl hopes to do the same next year with 
a better time.

80th Birthday
Happy belated 80th birthday wishes go 
to Lilian Maclennan (24), whose birthday 
was on 2 January. Lilian and her family 
got together on 6 April in Ballater, which 
was a central place for them all to meet. A 
great time was had by everyone. Special 
birthday wishes go to Lilian from the LATN 
team, too. Lilian was the first ever editor of 
the magazine and got it off to a fantastic 
start. We wouldn’t be on the go today with-
out her paving the way! 

18th Birthday
We send happy 18th birthday wishes to 
John Alasdair Bain, whose birthday was 
in June.

Get Well Wishes
We send best wishes to Fergie (15) after his 
spell in hospital and hope he is feeling bet-
ter now. We also send our wishes to Charlie 
Clarke (20) on his return from hospital in 
Glasgow and hope he will soon regain his 
strength.

Local Mòd
Congratulations to Eva and Angus 
Graham, 51 Gress, who both competed 
at the local Mòd. Eva received a first for 
Group Recitation, a second with the cei-
lidh band and a third with the Laxdale 
School Choir. Angus received a first for the 
Writing Competition and a first with the 
Choir. Top notch!

Cycling Challenge for SAMH
On 3 August, Iain Macleod (Tòhan), Mill 
View, will be embarking on an epic 1300-
mile charity cycle around the north of 
Scotland in aid of the Scottish Association 
for Mental Health (SAMH). The challenge 
will see him covering 120–150 miles a day 
over 11 days. The route will take him from 

Aberdeen towards Inverness and then onto 
the NC500 loop, followed by a trip south 
to Aviemore and Glencoe, before returning 
to Aberdeen. His original target of £1000 
has already been surpassed and he’s set a 
new goal of £2000, which, if achieved, he 
has pledged to increase the distance on the 
last day to 220 miles. If you wish to spon-
sor Iain and help him raise money, it’s not 
too late. Visit his Just Giving page online to 
donate (search ‘Iain’s 1000 miles for SAMH 
or input the link: www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/i-macleod1). Any amount is 
appreciated. Every £20 raised funds a ses-
sion for someone with a counsellor, which 
has far-reaching benefits that cannot be 
overstated.

Congratulations
Congratulations are extended to the fol-
lowing young people from the village.

Bella Wilson won third place in the annual 
Dìleab An t-Siorraidh competition. This 
event is sponsored by Mr Colin Scott 
Mackenzie. Its aim is to encourage all P7 
pupils in Lewis and Harris to compete in 
a formal, online interview during which 
their listening and talking skills in Gaelic 
are assessed. ‘S math a rinn thu a Bhella!

Samuel Maclennan and Jack Graham 
were in the Sgoil a’ Bhac football team 
which played in Inverness in the Cuach na 
Cloinne competition finals. Samuel now 
travels to Dingwall regularly to play for the 
under-11 Ross County team.

Ruairidh MacPhail came second in his solo 
singing boys’ competition. As they say in 
Gaelic ‘Cha b’ e cheannach a rinn e’.  In 
other words, he inherited his talents!

Isabelle Bain was in Inys Mon (Anglesey) 
playing for the WIIGA Women’s football 
team along with Calum Maclennan who is 
in the Men’s team.  Calum was also elected 
as Vice Captain of The Nicolson Institute 
recently.

Gress 100
A reminder that on Saturday 24 August 
2019 at 2pm the community of Gress 
will gather at the Land Raiders' memo-
rial at Gress Bridge to commemorate the 
centenary year of the Gress Land Raids. 
After a short ceremony, the communi-
ty will be piped back to Gress Machair 
for a village celebration, culminating in a 
traditional Danns a' Rathaid with music 
provided by local musicians. This will 
be a ticketed event, so we can anticipate 
attendees. Tickets are free, and may be 
booked by contacting Magz Macleod, 
Lena Maclennan, Chriselle Bain or Iain 
Murdo Macdonald (Bunter). Tickets must 
be booked by 1 August. Donations to cover 
expenses will be gratefully received on 
the day. Snacks and home baking will be 
provided and barbecues will be available 
for your use. Feel free to bring your own 
refreshments. All those with a connection 
to Gress Village, past and present, are cor-
dially invited to attend.

Tong
Butt to Barra
Good luck to Derek Murray (4 Tong), who 
is undertaking the Butt to Barra cycle on 10 
July in aid of Bethesda Hospice. If you wish 
to donate to this good cause, you can find 
his Just Giving page online (search Derek’s 
Butt to Barra 2019).

Cousins Meet over Gaelic Bible 
Malcolm (Calum) and Effie Campbell 
who were from Lewis, but emigrated to 
Detroit Michigan, USA, donated a Gaelic 
Bible in the summer of 1987 in memory 
of Malcolm’s brother (Dolly John), who 
sadly passed away at the age of 56 at 16B 
Tong. Malcolm and Effie’s granddaughters, 
Elizabeth and Caitlin Klinesmith, visited 
Scotland in June to attend the wedding of 
their cousin Andrew Macleod from Tong, 
which was held in Dingwall. 

After the wedding, Elizabeth and Caitlin 
came across to the island and they wanted 
to visit the Mission House in Tong to see 
the Gaelic Bible that their grandparents 
had donated to the church. (Unfortunately 
Caitlin had to leave the island before we 
managed to take the picture, so Lewis 
stepped in). Elizabeth Kleinsmith is the 
granddaughter of Malcolm and Lewis is 
the grandson of Donald (Dolly) John. It was 
a very moving end to a great time spent 
with special people. 

This Bible still remains in the pulpit of Tong 
Mission house today, and the text in the 
bible reads: ‘To the Tong Mission House, 
from Malcolm and Effie Campbell in loving 
memory of our brother Donald John’. 

Good Luck 
Good luck to all our sixth-year school-
leavers. All the best as you embark on this 
next, exciting chapter of your lives.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Caitlin Macdonald and 
Steven Macleod who both passed their 
driving test.

Correspondent
We are sorry to report that Joan Matheson 
has now officially stepped down as Village 
Correspondent for Tong. We thank Joan 
for all the years she has volunteered for 
the magazine. That means we are now offi-
cially on the hunt for a new correspondent 
for Tong. Can you help? We are a lovely 
wee team to work with and all it entails 
is making a note of news from the area 
and emailing it in to the Editor 10 times a 
year. Get in touch—we’d love to hear from 
you! Why not come along to our AGM in 
August and see what we’re all about.

Upper Coll
Music Virtuosos 
As a bit of a change from baby announce-
ments in Upper Coll, the focus this month 
is on our young talent. 

Ski ing Success
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I think that when I was suggested as a writer 
for ‘Letter from Afar’ it was hoped I’d be writ-
ing about somewhere exotic, but this letter 
comes from only as far away as London. On 
the other hand, when growing up in Broadbay 
View, London seemed about as far away as 
most places.

I’ve been living in London for the last 16 years. 
I live in a quiet, residential area called Hither 
Green. It’s not a very well-known place, but if 
I say it’s a 30-minute walk from Blackheath or 
Greenwich, people have a rough idea where 
it is and have a good impression of the area—
green and safe. If I say it’s a 30-minute walk 
from Lewisham or Catford, the same people 
might think it’s a bit busy and dangerous. Most 
of the city is like that—you’re never too far from a beautiful 
park or somewhere that’s been in the news for the wrong 
reasons.

For the last 9 years, I’ve been married to Tomoko. She really 
does come from somewhere quite far away—Nishinomiya 
in Japan. We met in London, where Tomoko was studying 
music (she’s a flutist), and then got married a few years 
later in Kobe. We thought the ceremony should be a mix 
of Japanese and Scottish traditions, so the marriage took 
place at a Shinto shrine and then we followed it up with 
a ceilidh. My parents, Iain and Alina (20 Broadbay View), 
and my sister and her husband, Amanda and Angus, came 
over and enjoyed some Japanese hospitality. Hopefully 
they can all revisit Japan again sometime when we’re not 
all so distracted!

I currently work in the City of London. The commute is 
short (maybe 45 minutes, door to door), but the trains are 
packed and often delayed. As long as I have space to read 
a book I don’t mind too much, and the walk over London 

Bridge and past the Bank of England is quite refreshing 
after being squashed in a warm, slow, late train. Since 
graduating, I’ve worked as a software engineer, either mak-
ing video games or developing financial systems. Anyone 
who knew me growing up wouldn’t be very surprised that 
I’ve ended up working with computers!

We try to return to Vatisker every summer (winter’s not 
a great option!). When they’re a little older, we’d like our 
kids, Megumi and Seiji, to be able to spend a few weeks 
each summer with their granny and shen so they can 
experience a bit more fresh air and freedom (and give their 
parents a bit of a break!). I have many fond memories of 
spending time with my own granny and shen in Coll (Iain 
and Katie), so I hope my own kids can get to know a bit of 
their heritage, despite living so far away.

See you this summer!
Graham MacDonald

Letter from Afar......

Tomoko, Seiji, Graham and Megumi 

At this time of year many of our young 
people are involved in preparing for the 
local Mòd. There are always many com-
petitors taking part and we say well done 
to every single one who joined in, and their 
families and friends who go along to hear 
them. Here are some of the children that 
were placed in their competitions with our 
apologies to anyone we don’t know about! 
Let us know for the next issue. 

Jack Anderson GP5, Gearraidh Ghuirm, 
won first place in the age 9–12 fluent solo 
singing competition. Elise Macdonald GP2, 
Upper Coll, won first place in the age 5–6 
fluent recitation and came second in the 
age 5–6 fluent solo singing competition. 
Cara Macritchie, EP5, Upper Coll, came 
third in the learners’ recitation competition. 
Hannah Stewart, Upper Coll, came third 
in the literacy competition and second 
in the poster competition. Emily Mackay 
EP6, Upper Coll, came third in the 11–12 
learners’ recitation competition. Còisir 
Sgoil a’ Bhac came second in the unison 
singing competition and the ceilidh group 
achieved third place. Well done to you all! 

Not a ‘duff’ note in the house 
Congratulations to Talia Graham on her 
amazing musical achievements. Talia won 
the Silver Pendant at the local Mòd this 
year. She also won the U14 best act at the 
Battle of the Bands in May, where she sang 
and played guitar, and has managed to fit 
in an audition for the National Youth Choir 
of Scotland (NYCOS; where she was suc-
cessful), which gave her the opportunity 
to attend a residential course in Edinburgh 
and go on to sing at the Perth Concert Hall. 
Talia is a very busy young lady; she is just 
back from singing in Bothwell Cathedral 
with NYCOS. Phew! Well done Talia 

Best Wishes 
We remember anyone who is in hospital, 
unwell or recovering from illness, and we 
would like you to know we are thinking of 
you and sending warmest wishes. 

Holidays 
We wish everyone a restful summer holi-
day. Our best wishes to anyone leaving 

school, changing schools at the end of this 
term or setting off on new endeavours.

Vandalism
It was recently discovered that a bench has 
been broken and a table ruined by some-
one having a barbecue on the table surface 
at Coll beach. The tables and benches 
were made by those doing Community 
Service and sponsored by the Western 
Isles Lifestyle Lottery. It is a shame to see 
them damaged so soon.  The Western Isles 
Lifestyle Lottery confirmed that this is the 
first act of vandalism on anything provided 
by the Lottery since it started almost 2 
years ago. The funding for these bench sets 
was raised by members of the public in 
the Broadbay Area who signed up to the 
Lottery to provide amenities throughout 
the area. Janet Paterson of the Lottery com-
mented: ‘Those responsible should hang 
their heads in shame. You have destroyed 
what your family and friends have provid-
ed to improve your own local community.’ 
The Lottery have confirmed that a replace-
ment set is available. And please don’t 
place disposable BBQs on them! 
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Cuthbert, and Eilidh, Isla and Seumas Murray, in 
each of whom he took great delight. Neil and Catriona 
were generous and welcoming hosts and loved the 
company of visitors, few of whom were spared from 
Neil's infectious and mischievous sense of humour 
for which he will be affectionately remembered. 

During the later years of his life Neil overcame seri-
ous health challenges and faced each providence with 
optimism, determination and fortitude. Sadly, how-
ever, the appointment which we must all keep had 
to be kept and, after a brief illness, he passed away 
peacefully on 16 May aged 83 years.

Neil is deeply mourned by the family whom he loved. 
The many expressions of sympathy and compassionate 
support they have received since he passed away has 
assured them that his loss is shared by many others.

I would like to close by sharing with readers 
the words of Psalm 4 verse 8. These words were 
very precious to Neil. He chose them to footnote 
our mother's death notice in 1971 and also as 
the Gaelic praise item at our brother Norman's 
memorial service last year. May they stand as a 
fitting epitaph to his own memory.

An sìth-shàimh laighidh mi faraon,
is caidlidh mi le suain:
Oir 's tusa mhàin bheir dhomh, a Dhè,
fo dhìdean, còmhnaidh bhuan.

I will both lay me down in peace
and quiet sleep will take;
Because thou only me to dwell
in safety, Lord, dost make.

Donnchadh Sheumais 

The sorrow and sense of loss felt by many in the community and beyond 
following the death of Neil Murray was considerable. Niall Sheumais a' 
Ghobha made a lasting contribution to the well-being of the Back district 
and was appreciated and esteemed in equal measure. In his role as cor-
respondent for the Stornoway Gazette and Loch a Tuath News, he penned 
many obituaries over the years. It is therefore appropriate that we now 
should wish to place a stone on his cairn. Our tribute is in two sections. 
Coinneach MacIomhair, in his regular Coinneach Aig Baile column, voices 
some of the community's sentiments following Neil's passing. In the 
passage that follows, a personal family perspective is provided by Dr 
Duncan Murray, Neil's sole surviving brother, who resides in Hinton, 
Alberta, Canada.

As any Lewis exile will attest, our feelings of cianalas, of yearning for 
our island, are never stronger than on hearing of a bereavement in our 
home village. How we would wish to be present with our neighbours 
and friends to shed tears and to share anecdotes about our departed 
loved ones. And how much greater are these emotions when the loss is 
within one's own family circle. Such have been my feelings these past 
days and weeks since my dear brother Neil passed away. In attempting 
to encapsulate the admirable traits for which he was widely known I can 
but scratch at the surface.

Neil was a kind and generous man and his home, with Catriona, at The 
Anvil, was a place where the warmest of welcomes was to be found on 
any day or night of the week. He was a happy and content man with 
a keen and playful sense of humour. He was self-effacing and never 
proud or boastful. Betty and I, our children and our grandchildren will 
all remember him with much love and many smiles for he was a very 
special man who I was proud to have as a mentor, counsellor and most 
of all as a brother.

His life was summarised in the following family tribute, which was read 
at his funeral in Back Free Church on Saturday 18 May.

Neil Murray was born at 52 Vatisker in March 1936, the youngest of six in the 
family of James and Marion Murray. He was brought up in a household where 
Christian hospitality and fellowship were enjoyed by many visitors from across 
the island. Neil was, from a young age, greatly influenced by this upbringing 
and in his own journey through life he sought to emulate the standards which 
Seumas and Mòr set for their family during his formative years.

On leaving school, he studied at Aberdeen University from where he graduated 
MA. His desire to become a teacher initiated a lifelong commitment to public 
service. His first teaching post was at Laxdale Junior Secondary School followed 
by a lengthy association with the Lews Castle School and College where he led 
the Business and General Studies Department.

In 1972 he professed his faith in the Saviour of whom he had heard so much and 
whom he came to know for himself. As a witness for the Lord's cause, he served 
his congregation as a deacon, an elder, a session clerk, a lay preacher and as 
Superintendent of the Back Sabbath School.

Neil was a community-minded man who used his skill with words to impart 
his knowledge to good effect. For many years he was the district's correspond-
ent for the Stornoway Gazette and Loch a Tuath News. He enthusiastically 
worked on the group which published the official history of Back School and 
latterly helped compile the Croft History of Vatisker. The project which gave 
him most pleasure, however, was the book he wrote in 1991 commemorating the 
centenary of Back Free Church.

In 1962 he married Catherine Graham and they built their new home, The 
Anvil, on the family croft. They were blessed with two children, Margaret Mary 
and Seumas, and in turn with five grandchildren, Catriona Mairi and Evaline 

Neil Murray 1936–2019
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NORRIE'S GARAGE
 Cars and Commercial Servicing and Repairs 

 MOT  Tyres 

 Wheel Alignment & Wheel Balancing 

 Large Stock of Truck and Trailer Parts 

TEL: 01851 705398
Email: info@norriesgarage.co.uk

43 BELLS ROAD, STORNOWAY

ISLE OF LEWIS HS1 2RL

GOOD RANGE OF 
TYRES IN STOCK
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Just over a year ago, at the end of May 2018, interested people 
turned up to The Hut to discuss the formation of a local Comann 
Eachdraidh, and in July 2018 a committee was formed. CEBac is 
a voluntary, non-profit organisation set up to preserve and share 
all aspects of the history, culture and traditions of the Back area.

Over the year we have obtained funding, held successful even-
ing talks, obtained charitable status, commemorated the cente-
nary of the Land Raids in Gress and Upper Coll, and taken part 
in a school assembly in Sgoil a’ Bhac. Committee members have 
undergone training and attended workshops and conferences, 
and we are working on finding a suitable permanent home for 
the society, which could be used by the community. 
Archives could be stored there, exhibitions could 
be set up and the public could enjoy the space 
in different ways.

The Comann would like to encourage 
and involve interaction with the young 
people of the area and encourage them 
to join as junior members. We would 
hope to hold events involving the 
whole community. Bilingual mem-
bership forms were delivered to the 
school this month and more are avail-
able from any committee member, in 
Gordon’s shop, at Back Pharmacy and 
online on our website. Membership is 
free to all.

CEBac’s season of public lectures for 2019–20 
season is as follows:

 Malcolm Macdonald, co-author of The Darkest Dawn, the 
meticulously researched book on the Iolaire, on 13 September. 

 Ian Quigley (whose grandfather was born at 3a Vatisker) will 
join us on 8 November, when he will share some of the story of 
Vatisker and its people, a subject dear to his heart and which he 
has been researching for more than 10 years. Our aim is that all 
this information will become a book which we hope to publish 
when Ian’s research comes to fruition. 

 Iain Murray’s eagerly awaited book Gaisgich Sgìre a’ Bhac will 

be launched on 25 October, and in 
December Iain Mackinnon will join us 
to talk on the History of Back Free Church 
and its part in our community.  

Our previous lectures have been very well attended and we look 
forward to seeing you on the above-mentioned dates; please 
mark them on your 2019 Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac cal-
endar! Incidentally, the calendar for 2020 is now being planned, 
with a focus on the villages and areas that make up Sgìre a’ Bhac. 
If you have any old photos showing village life and street scenes 

we would love to see them. We would also love to see any 
stunning modern snaps of the area you might have.

During the months of July and August we 
intend having our office (beside Gordon’s 

shop and shared with Loch a Tuath News), 
open on Fridays from 2–4 pm and on 
Saturdays from 11am–1pm. Please feel 
free to come and meet us, and to help 
build up our information about our 
district. We would appreciate any of 
the following:

 memories of life in Back that we 
could record;

 documents and photographs that we 
would scan and return to you (we can scan 

slides and negatives, as well as the photos 
themselves);

 information on local place names—a lot of local 
knowledge on this is disappearing, and as academic Heather 
Clyne put it in her recent paper on Gaelic place names, ‘You can 
hear the voices of people no longer alive through the names they 
left on the landscape’;

 local people’s stories;

 anything else to do with our past, be it 100 years ago or yes-
terday.

Or you can just come in for a chat or to find out what we do.

Would you like to help us preserve our history before it 
vanishes forever? The more volunteers we get the more we 
can do. Even if you can’t spare much time, every little helps! 
We are especially keen to record the memories of the older 
generation and we can provide ‘tech support’ if you need it. 

Be sure to check out our YouTube channel for some historical 
videos (including a Back School concert from 1992). Follow us 
on Facebook and Twitter for the latest news and photos, and 
visit our website for information and resources.

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac
1 School Road
Back
HS2 0JY

Email: info@cebac.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ComannEBac/
Twitter: @CEBac_org
Website: www.cebac.org

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac – Back Historical 
Society Update

Loch a Tuath News 
AGM

Tuesday 13 August

7pm at the LATN Office

We are actively looking for people who may 
be interested in joining our committee. We are 
a friendly team of volunteers who meet once a 
month, 10 times a year for about an hour. Why 
not come along and see what we’re all about 
before deciding if it’s for you? New faces and 
fresh ideas welcome.
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What’s on over the summer?

We have a summer club coming up 3–12 July, 
when the centre will be open to the public 
on Wednesday, Thursday and Fridays 11am–
3pm. You don’t need to book, just drop in 
and get stuck in to all the activities on offer. 
Choose from:

 sports in the hall—badminton, football, 
basketball, unihoc, netball;

 games room—pool, darts, table tennis, 
table football, air hockey;

 soft play

 FREE family-friendly film screenings—
Wednesday and Friday 1pm (full details on 
our website);

 creative kids workshops—Thursday 2.30–
3.30pm (advanced booking required).

The café will be open for light lunches and 
refreshments from 11am to 2pm, so you can 
relax with a cuppa while the kids burn off 
some steam.

To book the creative kids workshop and for 
full details of the films please check out our 
website: www.backfrc.org.uk.

Plus, the PlayTalkRead bus will be visiting us 
on 3 July 10am–1pm and 2–4pm.

Football 

The season continues over the summer, so 
keep an eye out for match posters at Gordon’s 
shop and the pharmacy. Spectators are always 
welcome. In particular, we have a big game 
coming up on the evening of Friday 26 July, 
when Ross County FC will be visiting Coll to 
play a charity match against Back FC in aid of 
Bethesda.

We hope you are all looking forward to the 
junior football camps being run by Rangers 
FC. With camps for ages 18 months to 14 years, 
it’ll be a busy week from 22 to 26 July. All the 
courses are now fully booked. 

New Online Club Shop

We are pleased to announce a new online 
shop for Back FC supporters kit and goodies. 

Operated by KlasKlothing in Inverness, you can order a wide 
range of personalized items in Back FC colours, including scarves, 
hats, coats and football kit.

The new site can be accessed through our own website so please 
take a moment to check it out www.backfrc.org.uk.

Carnival is coming!

Finally, if you have any energy left by then, the art club is going 
to be working on an entry for this year’s carnival. So if you are 
interested in either the preparation of costumes or taking part in 
the procession please call in and join us for one or more of our 
creative sessions on Saturday 28 July, and Tuesday 30th–Friday 
2nd August 10.30am–1pm. Children are welcome but will need to 
be accompanied by an adult to the creative sessions.

The carnival itself will take place on Saturday 3 August. All ages 
are welcome, but you will need to be able to walk the route. 

What’s happening with the other clubs

Development Club will resume on Monday 26 August. Letters 
will go out through the schools with more details nearer the time.

Archery will be closed for the summer and back on 21 August.

Fitness classes, yoga and Boogie Bounce will be back after the hol-
idays. Full details will be available on our website and Facebook 
page nearer the time.

Book Club will continue over the summer with meetings on 
Thursday 25 July and 29 August.

NHS Healthy Weighs will meet on Wednesday 24 July and 28 
August.

Back Footbal l and Recreation Club - What's on this Summer? 

Dates for your diary:

Summer Club 3-5 and 10-12 July, 11am-3pm
Family-Friendly Films 3,5,10 an 12 July, 1pm

Creative Kids Workshops 4 and 11 July, 2.30pm
PlayTalkRead Bus 3 July, 10am-1pm and 2-4pm

Rangers Junior Football Camps 22-26 July
Ross County FC v Back FC 

Charity Match
26 July

Carnival Preparation Sessions 28 and 20 July, 2 August, 
10.30am-1pm

Book Club 25 July and 29 August, 7pm
Football Development Club Back on Monday 26 August

If you’d like to find out more about any of the activities 
happening at Back FC and Rec. Club please contact Terri 
on 01851 820745 or visit our website www.backfrc.org.uk
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All the pupils prepared well and we 
were delighted that Bella Wilson was 
placed third in the competition.

P7 Trip to Alltnacriche

Primary 7 pupils have just returned 
from another action-packed trip to 
Alltnacriche Outdoor Centre, just 
outside Aviemore. They thoroughly 
enjoyed their time there.  While there 
they participated in lots of different 

activities, such as trail-biking, wood-carving, 
shelter-building, climbing, zip-wire, ropes 
course and archery.

Sgoil a’ Bhac
Rural Sports

Sgoil a’ Bhac pupils took part in the 
Rural Sports up on Smith Avenue 
and got third place.

Fun Fours 

P2–3 pupils represented Sgoil 
A’ Bhac at the annual Fun Fours 
Festival. The weather was lovely 
and the children had a ball!

Lusan a Chrom-Chinn 

Chruinnich GP3-4 £220 airson 
Bethesda le bhith a’ reic Lusan a’ Chrom-
Chinn. Abair gun do dh’ionnsaich iad tòrr 
sgilean gniomhachais leis an cuspair seo. Tha 
sinn a-nis a’ coimhead air adhart ri ceilidh air 
Bethesda leis an t-airgead seo. Mòran taing airson 
ar cuideachadh le bhith a ceannach na badan againn!

Turas chun na Maoir-Chladaich 

Chaidh GP3-4 suas chun an stèisean Maoir-Chladaich 
airson faicinn mar a bhios na daoine sonraichte a seo a’ 
cuideachadh daoine eile, agus ’s ann is tric ann an aimsir 
gu math garbh. Abair gun robh latha math againn!

Dìleab an t-Siorraidh

A new Gaelic project, Dìleab an t-Siorraidh, was launched last year. 
Dìleab an t-Siorraidh is aimed at P7 pupils 
who are fluent in Gaelic and as a school we 
entered some of our GP7 pupils into the 
competition. 

Pupils prepared a talk about a subject 
of personal interest. The competition took 
place in school by video link. Topics this 
year ranged from cluich an giotàr agus 
surfadh; ball-coise agus Cuach na Cloinne; 
taighean solais; dannsa gaidhealach; cheer 
leading; motair baidhsagalan agus quads 
agus peataichean.

 Rural 
sports

 Fun 
fours

Coastguard visit

Daffodils !
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Induction to School

Our preschool pupils have enjoyed working on 
their transition into school projects with their 
new classmates and teachers. The ‘moving 
up’ morning on 12 June was a highlight and 
ensured the children feel settled and ready to 
begin P1 in August. 

Local Children’s Mòd

We had an excellent response from pupils wishing 
to participate in the annual 
Mòd festival. It is encourag-
ing to see the dedication 
undertaken to learn words 
and music and all are to be 
commended for their effort. 
We were delighted to hear 
of Lily Heckles (GM2) and 
Lylya Maciver (GM3), who 
were awarded third place 
in their poetry recitation 
competitions. and Layla 
Mackenzie (P4), who was 
awarded second place in 
her poetry recitation com-
petition. Thank you to family and friends who sup-
ported the children at the pre-Mòd concert on 3 June 
as this is a great ‘test run’ before the real competi-
tion. We are very grateful to Mr Maciver for all his 

help with Gaelic music and Lisa 
Reid from CNAG for helping with 

pronunciation. 

Fun Day

A dull, dreich sky did not dampen the 
children’s enthusiasm for the annual Fun 
Day, which was held on 14 June. The 
event was moved to Tong Hall and the 
skies brightened in the afternoon which 
meant the pupils could access the play 
park and enjoy themselves outdoors. As 
always, a busy and willing band of par-
ent helpers worked tirelessly to ensure 
everyone had a super day. A special vote 
of thanks must be given to Mrs Lynne 

Rough who coordinates the whole event so smoothly.  

Developing the Young Workforce Careers Fair
The children have been participating in ‘Developing the Young 

 P1+2 helping new friends to 
settle into school
 New friends in the GM 

class

Tong School

Cuach 
na Cloinne

Pictured are the Sgoil a' Bhac team who repre-
sented the school, and the island, as regional 
finalists on Wednesday 5 June 2019 at Bught 
Park in Inverness at Cuach na Cloinne 2019.

 Dileab

  P7 Trip to Alltnacriche Outdoor Cuach na Cloinne 
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Workforce’ groups throughout the year and building 
useful life skills. There was a great response to our 
plea for representatives from differing occupations to 
visit the school to describe their various professions at 
a Developing the Young Workforce Careers Fair. There 
was a real buzz of excitement and curiosity in the school 
on Tuesday 11 June and many interesting discussions 
were overheard. Here are some comments from pupils 
and our partner groups:

 I liked trying on all the types of glasses at the optician.
Aimee, P2 

I liked the fire safety talk because you hold a thermal 
detector, torch, walkie talkie and you get to wear a 
helmet.
Luke, P3

I would like to work with the SSPCA 
because I can help animals and it is 
like the police too.
Abbie, P3

Nuair tha na daoine anns an teine 
faodaidh thu mask anns an teine 
airson 30 mionaidean.
Calum, GM2

 All Mòd participants

 Inside the ambulance

I found out that mental health nurses use art 
therapy. I would like to be a barber because I like 

being creative in all ways and I like different colours.
Joe, P5

It was great meeting the children from Nursery to P7 and encour-
aging them to try new things and listening to their experiences. 
They had so much fun and so did we.

It was great for young people to experience a range of jobs and 
employers. I very much enjoyed taking part.

We enjoyed short ‘bite-sized’ sessions with small numbers of chil-
dren. This felt quite relaxed and each of the children had an oppor-
tunity to interact and 
ask questions.

Fire safety 
talk 

Police on patrol 

Boom, boom, boom went Beth's heart 

Developing the Yo
ung

 W
or

kf
or

ce

Our Mòd choir 
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Developing the Young

my parents he gave me so much encouragement and to this day I endeavour to 
keep learning and finding ways to improve my skill set.

I was just 5 years old when I won my first art prize in a National School’s com-
petition. My sketchbook was my faithful companion and I was often teased 
for always doodling. Friends would say ‘you better not be drawing me!’ But of 
course, I was. 

Despite expectations that I would go to Art College, life took me in a very differ-
ent direction and my career path led me into the world of aviation. 

When my children came along I decided to be a stay-at-home mum. In the eve-
nings when the little ones were fast asleep I would sit at the kitchen table with 
my desktop easel, painting away until the wee small hours of the morning. Back 
then I would have to pack everything away to make sure my artwork was out of 
reach of those tiny hands and I dreamt of having a dedicated space for my art.

I returned to work when my children went to school and for a period of 14 years 
my art took a back seat.

But all that changed as we prepared to relocate to Aberdeenshire with my hus-
band’s job. A friend asked what I planned to do and then suggested ‘why don’t 
you do your art?’ Remembering my dad’s mantra of ‘nothing ventured, nothing 
gained’ I decided to take the plunge. 

So at the beginning of 2006 I swapped hi-viz jackets, aviation manuals and airfield 
operations for paintbrushes and canvas. I remember nervously uploading some 
samples of my new work onto an art website and was taken aback when I received 
an email from a gallery in the USA. The owner wanted to purchase two of my can-
vases. At first I thought one of my ex-colleagues was playing a prank, but much to 
my surprise it turned out to be genuine and so began my new career.

A lot of my work is commissioned, particularly the portraits and my portfo-
lio includes one or two well 
know faces, such as Peter May, 
author of The Lewis Trilogy, 
the Scottish actress Mary-Alex 
Kirkpatrick and Simon Cowell, 
best known for the X-Factor. 

For me one of the nicest 
rewards is watching the look 
on a customer’s face when they 
see their commissioned por-
trait for the first time. It’s really 
humbling when I see eyes well up with tears of emotion, especially if the portrait 
features somebody they have lost. It’s an incredible honour to be entrusted with 
creating something so special to them.

Another thing I love about my work is having the opportunity to have a lot of 
messy fun! I’ve used a myriad of different things to create my art including shoe 
dye, tin foil and food colouring! It was during one of my ‘experiments’ that I 
came up with the idea of using Harris Tweed as my canvas. I was thrilled when 

Failte! My name is Seonaid Clarke 
(nighean aig Domhnall ‘Leodie’) and I am 
a self-taught visual artist.

I live with my husband Ben in the vil-
lage of Steinish just outside Stornoway. 
We previously lived in Aberdeenshire 
but returned to the island in 2013 when 
Ben joined the local Search and Rescue 
helicopter team. Shortly after we arrived 
home we were delighted to welcome the 
first of our three grandchildren into the 
family.

So what is my connection to Back? Well 
aside from living in the area for more 
than a decade when my children were 
young, many of my relatives still reside 
in the district, including my son and 
daughter and their respective fami-
lies. My grandson now attends Sgoil a’ 
Bhac where his own mum was taught 
and I was thrilled to be a participant 
in the school’s ‘Developing the Young 
Workforce’ event on 25 April this year.

I often get asked when my love of art 
began and I have it on good authority 
it started as soon as I was old enough to 
hold a pencil! As I grew up my grand-
father’s war friend took me under his 
wing and nurtured my creativity. I was 
very fortunate that each birthday and 
Christmas I would receive gifts contain-
ing all sorts of art equipment such as oil 
paints, soft pastels, pencils, sketch books, 
canvas boards and an easel.  Along with 

Artist in Residence: Seonaid Clarke
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one of the galleries in Aberdeenshire invited me to exhibit the ‘Tweedies’ (as they 
are now affectionately called) at the inaugural Aberdeen Art Fair in 2011 where 
all but one sold.

Each Tweedy is created by applying a mix of tweed fragments, paints and irides-
cent fabric gels onto the raw tweed. This allows the beauty of the tweed to show 
through and gives a heavily textured and unique 3-dimensional quality to each 
original piece. I sometimes incorporate mirror shards or pieces of gold and silver 
leafing to the foreground to give a little bit of extra interest. 

Whether it’s on Harris Tweed or wood, linen, canvas or card, much of what I 
create is inspired by what I see around me. I love our island’s rolling moorland, 
rugged coastlines and long expanses of silver white sands. Each has a magical 
allure made even more dramatic by the constantly changing light. 

Two years ago I moved into my own studio space above our garage. Since then 
we have also created a workshop where Ben makes all my frames using special-
ist equipment He also offers a bespoke framing service for customers who com-
mission art work or purchase prints. 

It’s been an amazing journey so far and every time I welcome visitors into The 
Loft Studio I have to pinch myself that I am finally living the dream! Thank you to 
everyone who has helped make this possible. 

Current exhibitions: Morven Gallery, 
(Barvas) Talla na Mara in Harris and 
Stirling Art Gallery.

Email: artbyseonaid@live.co.uk

Website: www.artbyseonaid.com

We asked some of our Loch a’ Tuath musicians what 
life is like being part of the Lewis Pipe Band.

Sandy Gomez (Upper Coll)

I've been in the Lewis Pipe Band as a piper for 
just over 20 years, and I've been the chairman of 
the band for just short of 10 years. I've been part 
of the band since I was very young, due to family 
members being either playing members, commit-
tee members or both. Being in the band is, like 
most other hobbies and clubs, like being part of a 
family of friends, and the enjoyment comes from 
practising and performing as a unit. 

In my earlier days in the band, it was entirely 
focused on performing for the public, at parades 
and events around the island, and it’s only been 
since 2012 that we began to take competing seri-
ously, after a visit from the Grade 1 pipe band, St 
Laurence O’Toole, who encouraged us to com-
pete. A few months later we entered only the sec-
ond major championship in the band’s 100+ year 
history, and came away with a trophy.

As we continued competing, we won trophies 
each year, culminating in 2016 when we were 
crowned European Champions in Grade 3A. So 
far, this has been one of my biggest highlights of 
being in the band and made me proud of the each 
and every member for the achievement we gained 
for us, and the island.

It hasn’t always been easy. Over the years, mem-
bers come and go, and some years we’ve strug-
gled to string enough players together to be able 
to perform. Recently, with the formation of the 
Lewis & Harris Youth Pipe Band, I can see huge 

potential for the band and its continued success.

This year, we are entering the European Championships on 29 
June, held in Bught park, Inverness, and then we’ll attend the 
World Championships on Glasgow Green on 17 August. We 
practice every week, both separately, as pipers and drummers, 
and also as a full band. We’re as prepared as we’ve ever been, and 
have our fingers crossed that we can get back to winning ways. 

Anne-Louise Stewart (nighean Simon, Coll)

I have been a piper in the band for 4 years now. I enjoy being 
part of a team and the camaraderie we experience from putting 
the work in together to prepare for competitions and parades.  
It's always good fun to play at parades and events throughout 
the year.  My favourite moment so far has to be when we won 
our grade at the European Championships a few years ago. It 
was my first year competing and will stand out as the most 
memorable. Competing with the band does require a lot of 
hard work and commitment but it's always worth it when we 
put in a good run at a competition.

The Pipe Major of the Lewis Pipe Band is Peter Mackay, also of 
Upper Coll. What a talented bunch!

Life in the Pipe Band
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Magnus Montgomery GP1 got third place in 
the 5–6 Learner Solo Competition.

Aibhlin Macgregor GP1 secured second 
place in the 5–6 Learner Solo Competition.

Sam Macleod GP1 came first in the 5–6 
Learner Recitation Competition.

Amy Anderson GP2 achieved second place 
in the 5–6 Fluent Recitation Competition

Eva Macphail GP2 got third place in the 5–6 
Fluent Solo Competition

Elise Macdonald GP2 came first in 5–6 Fluent 
Recitation and second in 5–6 Fluent Solo

GP1–2 participated in the P1–4 Choral Performance
Angus Maclean GP2 came third in the 7–8 

Learner Recitation Competition

Local Mod 2019
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Sgoi l a' Bhac

Allie Macleod GP5 secured 1st place in 9-10 
Fluent Recitation

Cara Macritchie EP5 came third in the 9–10 
Learners Recitation Competition

Jack Anderson GP5 won first place in the Boys 
Age 9–12 Fluent Solo Singing Competition

Coinneach Mackenzie GP4 was awarded second place for his Sgeulachd. Finlay 
Montgomery GP4 achieved second place for his Bardachd and Ruairidh Macphail GP4 was 

placed second for his Solo Singing

Sophia MacLachlan EP3 was awarded first 
place in the Girls and Boys 7–8 Learner Solo 
Singing Competition

The Sgoil a' Bhac Ceilidh Group achieved third place. Members of the Ceilidh Group included 
Jess Muir EP6, Emily Mackay EP6, David Finlayson EP6, Luc Smith EP6, Charlie Macdonald EP7, 
Ross Maciver EP7 and Kyle Longstaff EP7

Emily Mackay EP6 was placed third in the 
11–12 Learner Recitation Competition
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MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service
A D V I C E
YOU CAN
T R U S T

Back 
 in 
Time 

Wedding of 
William Macleod 
(20 Back) to 
Chirsty Mary 
Stewart (17 Back). 
See p27

L–R: Dolina 
Stewart (bride’s 
sister), William 
Macleod, Chirsty 
Mary Stewart, 
Angus Murdo 
Stewart (best man, 
bride’s brother), 
Chrissie Bella 
Stewart (10 Back, 
flowergirl, bride’s 
cousin), Margaret 
Macleod (groom’s 
sister).

Back FC has been associ-
ated with Ross County 
since the all-weather park 
was opened. Ross County 
FC is also a big supporter 
of Bethesda. K.A. MacIver 
(Fiadh) organises a fund-
raising event each year for 
Bethesda. What he does to 
raise these funds is admira-
ble, contacting businesses, 
Premier League football 
clubs and any other source. 
It was at one of these 
events that the club man-
aged to outbid others for 

the opportunity to enjoy a 
hospitality event at Victoria 
Park, to watch the Staggies 
play and be entertained 
by the Staggie's staff. As 
always, Kenny organised 
everything, from the accom-
modation to the transport 
to confirming who would 
be there at the match 
between the Staggies and 
Dundee Utd, which was 
to be played on Saturday. 
However, as you know, the 
TV controls football and, to 
our surprise, the game was 

changed to Friday, which 
meant that Kenny's hard 
work had to be undone, 
and new arrangements 
organised. This was no 
hassle to him: everything 
was re-organised and we 
all went and thoroughly 
enjoyed it. There were one 
or two hiccups, but roll on 
next year. The other con-
nection the club has with 
the Staggies is that a num-
ber of the young players 
have been asked to fur-
ther their footballing skills 

and so far it has been very 
successful, with one or 
two already contracted to 
them. The people to thank 
for that are those who are 
and those were involved 
with the Development 
Club. Keep up the good 
work. We at the club are 
all indebted to you. And 
on behalf of all the lucky 
ones who made the trip, a 
huge thanks to Kenny (see 
the June 2019 issue for a 
group photo).

D.A. Stewart

A Special Relationship
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Macrae’s Garage
Back

Garden machinery and small plant hire

available now 

Rotovator and Scarifier

Mowers and Strimmers

Cement mixer

Pressure Washer

Hedge Trimmer etc etc

Enquiries : 01851 820 976
Mobile:      07899 011 559

“Serving the crofters of  Lewis 
and Harris since 1958”

Agricultural Merchants and 
Suppliers Of:

UFAS Approved Animal Health

Fencing
Fertiliser

Seeds
Gardening
Households
Hardware

Plus much more…
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of the community to help 
with the work given the 
small number of elected 
Community Councillors 
and we are grateful for their 
support and help, and also 
for the help given by our 
local Councillors, John A. 
Maciver, Donald Crichton 
and Calum Maclean. The 
Community Council has 
attended meetings organ-
ised by the Comhairle to form a group-
ing of Community Councils in Lewis 
with the hope of using this association 
to act as a pressure group with other 
bodies such as Calmac, and other pub-
lic bodies. The Community Council 
has also established links with the 
re-established Comann Eachdraidh 
and with the Parent Council at Back 
School and with Back Football and 
Recreation club.

For a number of years now the 
Community Council has organised a 
Christmas dinner with entertainment 
for the over 60s of the area and we are 
grateful to Back Church for financial 
support with this. Local shops and 
Loch a Tuath News display posters 
and information about our meetings 
and events, and these are often also 
advertised on Radio nan Gaidheal 
and Isles FM.

In the last three years we have 
purchased three automatic exter-
nal defibrillators and each year we 
have arranged training in their use. 
Two years ago, with help from the 
Challenge Fund, we assisted The Hut 
committee with the installation of a 
new kitchen and this facility is widely 
used by many different groups in the 
area. Last year, again with help from 

the Council’s Challenge Fund, we 
purchased a mobile electronic speed 
warning sign and this has been used 
on the road between Gress and Back 
and is currently at Gearraidh Ghuirm, 
to encourage people to slow down 
and observe the speed limits.

The Community Council has over 
the years held various events to raise 
funds and to give the community 
opportunities to come together, such 
as afternoon teas, soup and pudding 
lunches, and has provided food at a 
number of events held by the Back 
Football and Recreation Club such as 
the Christmas Fayre and International 
Women’s Day.

However, with the small numbers 
involved in the Community Council 
this is becoming increasingly diffi-
cult and so it would be great to see 
more people stand for election in 
the autumn, when the Community 
Council elections will be held. 

If you would like more informa-
tion about the Community Council, 
contact details for Back Community 
Council can be found through the 
Comhairle website or email me at 
macinnescathy@gmail.com

Cathy Macinnes

The May meeting of the Back Community 
Council was also the AGM and it was pleas-
ing that one or two people came along to 
find out what was happening. As part of the 
discussion that night it was suggested that 
people were not sure what the purpose of the 
Community Council is and what it does.

So hopefully the following will help to let the 
wider community in the area hear about why 
we exist and what we try to do.

Back Community Council covers the area 
from Gress to Gearraidh Ghuirm and works 
with the local Councillors for the area and the 
Community Councils representing Tong and 
Tolsta. Elections to the Community Council 
are held every 4 years and are organised and 
advertised by Comhairle nan Eilean Siar. 
The next elections will be held later this year 
and up to 12 people can be elected to Back 
Community Council; if fewer than 12 people 
stand for election then no voting will take 
place and all those with valid nominations 
will be elected. In the last election only five 
people stood and all were therefore elected.

The Scottish Government website states that:

Community councils are the most local tier of stat-
utory representation in Scotland. They bridge the 
gap between local authorities and communities, 

and help to make public bodies aware of the opin-
ions and needs of the communities they represent.

 (https://www.gov.scot/policies/community-
empowerment/community-councils/)

Community Councils are overseen by the 
Local Authority and different Community 
Councils have evolved in different ways, 
though their main purpose remains the 
above. Community Councils have very lim-
ited funding and without the active participa-
tion of the community it is difficult to ‘repre-
sent’ the views of those in the area. 

The current Community Council has adopted 
four members 

Community Council Update

Bible Buddies is a youth club for primary children from 
Tong and Back (and anywhere else). We meet fortnightly 
during term time at the Back Free Church Hall on Mondays 
for P1–P3 pupils (6.30–7.30pm), and on Tuesdays for P4–
P7 (6.30–8.00pm). It is a fun time with games, crafts, praise 
and bible stories. At the last meetings in June we had a 
bouncy castle inside the church hall, which the children 
loved; they also planted flowers, which are on display 
outside the church. We said goodbye to our P7 children 
and wish them Every Blessing as they leave us. 

Bible Buddies start back on Monday 19th and Tuesday 
20th August. We invite all the new P1 pupils to join us on 
the 19th. We welcome all primary pupils to come along 
and join in the fun whether they have attended regularly, 
haven’t been for a while or have never been. 

Bible Buddies 
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Independent Financial 
Advisers

Donald Martin

Succession Wealth,
based within CIB,

63 Kenneth Street, Stornoway. 
HS1 2DS.

(t) 01851 701212
(m) 0784 679 6866

(e) donald.martin@succession-
wealth.co.uk

W E A L T H
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Weather Stats 
April in Stornoway had 44.2 mm of rainfall, making it the 
driest April since 1987 (43.6 mm rain). We struggled for 
really sunny days for May and into the start of June this year. 
However, Stornoway was the sunniest place in the entire UK 
on 7 May, with 12.5 hours of sunshine.  May had the coolest 
average temperature since 2015 of 12°C. On 2 June, Harris 
Quidnish had 30.2 mm of rainfall, making it the wettest pace 
in the entire UK. 

Storm Chasing 
At the end of May I ventured once again to Tornado Alley in 
the USA to chase tornados. We covered over 5000 miles and 
visited five states in 12 days. We bagged 13 tornados in the 
most memorable trip to date. 

The best day was day 2, which was in Nebraska. We wit-
nessed five tornados that day, including a couple of pho-
togenic ones. The first was a very weak tornado that rolled 
over the car at about 60 mph with heavy rain. As we chased 
after the storm it dropped another tornado to our left, which 
was a beautiful large photogenic tornado. We also witnessed 
hailed fog. This is the first time I have ever seen it, so this 
was a new experience. As the day rolled on we bagged 
another three tornados. 

The rest of the trip had sporadic days of tornados, including 
two night-time tornados, one in Kansas and one tornado in 
Colorado, as we headed towards the airport for my flight 
home. 

We also visited the town of Greensburg in Kansas and had a 
very humbling experience. We met a lady who had survived 
an EF5 tornado back in 2007. EF5 is the highest on the scale, 
which goes from EF0 up to EF5. The tornado was just less 
than two miles wide and had wind speeds of over 200 mph. 
She survived by taking shelter in her basement as the entire 
town sadly was destroyed. She was very candid about her 
experience and was happy to talk to us about it. The whole 
town has been completely rebuilt and has been designed in 
such a way that it’s more green and eco-friendly. 

We never want to see anyone’s homes or property destroyed 
and thankfully it’s not something I have ever witnessed. 
The USA experienced over 500 tornados in May, one of the 
most active periods since 2008.  Out of the 12 chase days we 
only had one down day, which we spent visiting the Twister 
Museum in Wakita, home to the 1996 film Twister, a popular 
film about storm chasers. 

May was also a record-breaking month for rainfall across 
many of the Mid-West states, with severe flooding occur-
ring. I witnessed this flooding in places and have never seen 
flooding so high. The USA has had its wettest 12-month 
period in recorded history. 

Noctilucent Clouds
Now we are into the time of the year to witness my favourite 
type of cloud, the noctilucent cloud. They are only visible at 
astronomical twilight, so the best times to see them are late-
May, June and July. This year hasn’t been favourable as yet, 
with plenty of cloud around obscuring our chances of wit-
nessing this phenomenon. Another name for them are night-
shining clouds. They are visible in the upper atmosphere. 
They consist of ice crystals only visible during astronomical 
twilight. Hopefully in the coming weeks cloud cover will be 
a bit kinder to us. 

Thank you for reading the latest Weather Watch. You can 
find us on Twitter, Instagram, Facebook or on the blog.

Weather
with Richard 

Cooke Watch
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We published the first-ever LATN reader survey 
in the March 2019 issue, just ahead of the new 
volume. We felt it was important to reach out 
to you to find out what you enjoy about the 
magazine, what you don’t enjoy so much and 
also to give you the opportunity to make your 
views heard and provide suggestions for future 
issues. 

We received 78 responses. Given that we pub-
lish 750 copies, that’s a response rate of 10%. 
Seventy-three of those who responded did so 
online; the other five returned hard copies. 
Thank you to all who took part; the results have 
been very informative, and key themes have 
emerged.

Your favourite regular features are the Old 
Photos (78%), As na Bailtean 
(64%) and the local schools’ 
pages (42%), followed close-
ly by Back in Time (33%). 
Less popular were book 
reviews, Weather Watch 
and From the Manse.

In answer to the question 
‘Would you like to see more 
island news from out with the specific Loch a’ Tuath area 
but which may still be of general interest in the magazine?’ 
57% responded ‘no’ and 43% ‘yes’. Reading between the 
lines, it seems that most people are happy with what 
we are publishing each month, as 99% of respondents 
answered ‘yes’ to the question ‘Are you satisfied with the 
magazine's content as it is now?’ For all articles we pub-
lish, we try to have some connection to the area. It’s a bit 
like finding players for the Scotland football team…if your 
mother’s third cousin five times removed was from some-
where between Tong and Gress, you’ve a good chance of 
being in! 

Also in response to the latter question, some interesting 
comments were provided, such as ‘More things of interest 
to young adults would be good’ and ‘it would be nice to 
have larger pictures in some cases and more of the inter-
esting/funny stories of people’s trips or from emigrants/

ex-pats and young people’s stories like 
Croft-Teen’. 

The issue of the photos is 
an interesting one. Some 
people like to see as 
many photos as possible, 
yet others would prefer 

fewer but larger ones. This 
Editor’s opinion is that pho-
tos generally enhance an 

article, especially longer ones that need breaking up a bit 
with some visual aids. However, we also don’t want it to be 
too cluttered, so we try to only include the very best ones. 
It is also worth mentioning here that we are limited to 32 
pages for eight issues, and 36 pages for the two double 
issues (July/August and December/January), and also to 
only four colour pages an issue (including the front and 

back covers). Some responded that they would like to see 
more colour. Unfortunately, this just isn’t possible at the 
present time. It costs a lot more to print colour pages and 
we just don’t have the funds, especially given a recent 
increase of 44% in printing costs.

On the issue of ‘more content for young adults’, I think 
we’ve been trying quite hard to get the balance right—we 
want to keep our existing readership, but we also need to 
keep an eye on the future and who will be buying the mag-
azine in years to come. No, it is ‘not a teenage magazine’ as 
one respondent stated, but it can’t be purely 
one aimed at the older genera-
tion either (92% agreed that 
we do a good job covering 
all age groups). LATN is 
a local interest magazine: 
it must try and cover all 
age ranges and topics and 
try to keep as relevant as 
possible. It is great to read 
some of the historical articles, 
and these are hugely popular, but we are not Back in the 
Day either. There needs to be a good mix of articles to keep 
the majority happy and make the magazine a ‘must buy’ 
every month.

Other comments of note were: ‘I feel that more content 
aimed at the younger generation of teens to 30s could be 
included’; ‘it probably suits older folk more. It would be 
nice to have more articles by or about young people in or 
from the area with links to it’; and ‘Feel teens may not find 
the magazine as relevant to them’. (Here’s a good time to 
mention that the majority of survey respondents ticked the 
31-45 years of age box, followed by 45-60s.)

Again, I think we are trying hard to find a good range of 
people to write for us. Not everyone is willing, some peo-
ple are hard to track down and all of us working on the 
magazine are volunteers, most with other jobs too, so hav-
ing time to do these things is a factor. This is where you, the 
public, come in. If you have an idea for a story or interview, 
then please do get in touch. You don’t need our permis-
sion—send us what you have and we will give it serious 

LATN Reader Survey 2019: The Results
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consideration. Don’t be 
shy! Ninety-nine per-

cent of you said 
you take pride in 
the magazine and 
enjoy reading it, 
so please help us 

out to keep it inter-
esting and varied. It’s 
clear a lot of peo-
ple haven’t realised 

to this point that all of us working on LATN are doing it 
voluntarily; that’s why we’re always asking for help with 
ideas and writing articles!

LATN is fast approaching its 25-year anniversary. With that 
in mind, the question of a front cover redesign was put 
forward, with a view to perhaps changing things up for 
the anniversary. Interestingly, 69% of you said you wouldn’t 
want to see a new masthead. However, watch this space. 
We may yet do something for our 25th birthday—we need 
to get our thinking caps on.

In response to the question ‘Do you buy every issue of 
the magazine?’ 82% responded ‘yes’. The most common 
reason for not buying every issue was ‘I flick through 
someone else’s copy’. Can’t argue with that, but please do 
think about buying a copy. We are much cheaper than other 
monthly magazines and you’d be support-
ing your local community.

Finally, we gave you the chance to 
provide feedback and ideas. As 
mentioned earlier, key themes 
became clear when reading 
through them: a lot of respond-
ents commented that they would 
like to see more interviews, both with 
younger people who have left the island 
and also those of the older generation who may have inter-
esting tales to tell of how things were back in the day. We 
encourage interviews but, again, the factors at play here 
must be considered. Is the person willing to be interviewed 
in the first place? Who will interview them? They need to 
be comfortable with the person doing the interviewing. 
Time is also a factor. When can the interview be carried 
out? But, most of all, we need help with suggestions of 
who to interview to begin with. Interviews are a complex 
undertaking, but we agree that more would be good. If 
there are any volunteers out there who would like to help 
us with carrying out some interviews, give us a shout. We 
will try some e-interviews over the next few months (i.e. 
sending people questions to answer via email) and see how 
we get on with that. 

A few people said it might be interesting to get a rotation of 
talking heads to discuss current affairs or other hot topics 
and their impact on the local community. A totally fresh 
idea, so if anyone would like to volunteer for something 
along these lines, do please get in touch. Another sug-
gestion was ‘Maybe a rotation of guest columnists with 
special interests depending on the time of year, etc.’ This is 
a brilliant idea and one we are going to work on develop-
ing. ‘More stories on local artists/craftspeople’ was another 
popular request and one we have actually been working on 
in the background for a few months. The April 2019 issue 
saw our first ‘Artist in Residence’ feature and one I hope we 
can continue with the series in future issues.  

Another clear theme was a desire for more information on 
what’s going on in the area—people who make a differ-
ence, what local events are happening, etc. We agree and 
we encourage everyone to send us details for what’s hap-
pening in their area. Now we’ve got our social media pages 
up and running properly, we can also help promote things 
via Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, especially if they are 
time sensitive and can’t wait until the next issue. 

Finally, back to the issue of photos. A lot of you love the 
old photos but there were a few 
respondents who highlight-
ed what was mentioned a 
few of issues back: more 
recent-era ‘old’ photos 
would be brilliant and 
most welcomed, par-
ticularly from the 1980s 
and 1990s. As most of the 
respondents to the survey 
were aged 31–45 years, this era would be of interest to 
them. Again, it’s an issue of balance and also one of sup-
ply. We need to be sent photos to include, so have a rake 
through your cupboard or loft and see what you can find. 
Photos of that era are more likely to be colour and as such 
can be printed in colour too, enhancing the variety we can 
publish. Nowadays it’s so easy to supply photos – scan and 
email, or if you don’t have a scanner, taking a photo of the 
photo with your smartphone and forwarding it is just as 

good and takes a few seconds! 

Other ideas that were mentioned and worth con-
sidering are a craft/nature diary, features on croft-
ing and animal husbandry, an upcoming events/
dates for your diary section (see our new 'What's 

On?' column on p. 35), articles/items asking for 
input from readers like writing/photograph/draw-
ing competitions for different age groups. Perhaps a 
short story or poem writing competition based in the 

Loch a’ Tuath area. All worthy of consideration.

More articles from Gress and Tong was another one, and 
we agree, particularly regarding Tong. There must be 
people out there who can send us stories/write us some 
interesting features in or around Tong. Please get in touch! 

So, all in all, we think it was worth doing the survey as 
we received very positive responses and some great ideas, 
some of which we had already thought of but others totally 

new. It seems like, overall, we 
are on the right track and 

we hope you continue 
to enjoy the maga-

zine and participate 
in sending us in 
your news, views, 
features and ideas. 

It is a community 
paper and without you 

it wouldn’t exist today, 
especially in this era of digital 

news. Thank you very much for your continued support. 

The LATN Team

Email: latneditor2@outlook.com or reach out to your vil-
lage correspondents, whose details are published at the 
start of each issue.

More news on 
what’s happening in 

local groups.

It’s 
great to read 

about true characters 
from the past and those 
who will be characters 

in the future. 

Loving the 
Facebook and 
Twitter feeds.

Really 
look forward 

to each issue. There 
is always something 

interesting to 
read.
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Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office

20 Kenneth Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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Obituaries
Mrs Peggy Maciver, wife of Kenneth 
Maciver, Outend, Coll, has passed away 
peacefully at the age of 71. She bore her 
long illness with patience. Her daughter 
Mrs Christina MacAulay, who is married 
in Glasgow, was home to nurse her mother 
at the end. Mrs Maciver’s many friends 
will miss her greatly, and they extend to her 
sorrowing husband, family at home, at sea 
and in Australia, their sincere sympathy in 
their sore bereavement. 

The sudden death of Miss Catherine 
Campbell, 8 Vatisker, Back, within 24 
hours of her removal to hospital, came as 
a shock to her many friends in the district. 
Last of a family of three, she had lived 
alone since her mother’s death 25 years 
ago. Prior to her death she was nursed in the 
home of her nephew, Norman Campbell, 8 
School Street. The deceased was aged 66. 
The funeral took place to Gress Cemetery 
and in addition to mourners from Back, 
there were also present many relatives 
from Tolsta. To her nephews, Norman and 
Alastair, and niece, Peggy, we extend our 
sympathy.

Twin Calves
A cow belonging to Mr Ferguson, 18 
Vatisker, has given birth to twin calves. 
Both are sturdy young animals.

Sudden Death of Popular Young Man
It is with much regret that we record the 
death of Roderick William Macleod, 32 
Back. His leg had been troubling him for 
the past year and he was taken to hospital 
for treatment recently. The district was 
shocked to hear of his death and a wide 
circle of friends mourn his passing. A fine 
upstanding fellow of thirty-two, he was a 
favourite with young and old, endearing 
himself to them by a quiet and kindly sense 
of humour, a sincere manner and a sense of 
honour. His father and mother and five of a 
family of twelve survive him. Three of his 
brothers are at home, two of them married. 
The fourth is married in Grimsby and his 
only sister is married at home. The deep 
sympathy of the community is extended to 
them in their sudden loss.

Ready for Winter
Thanks to the continued spell of fine 
weather, the peats have been taken home 
much earlier than even the most optimistic 
hoped. Lorries have been working all day 
and sometimes part of the night in an effort 
to get them to the households before the 
weather breaks and the peat roads give 
way.

Passed Away
An old and esteemed member of the com-
munity has passed away in the person of 
Mrs Annie Mackenzie, 50 Back. She was 
the widow of Mr Angus Mackenzie, who 
pre-deceased her in 1918. Though 95 years 
of age, she was up and about until a month 
before her death. To her daughter, Mrs 
Catherine Macleod, who lovingly nursed 
her, and son Angus in America, we extend 
our sympathy.

Wedding Reception in Stornoway
A very pretty wedding took place in 
Back Free Church, when Miss Normanna 
Graham, 38 Coll, was married to Mr Angus 
Macleod, 47 Vatisker, Back. The ceremo-
ny was performed by Rev. W. Campbell, 
Garrabost. Given away by her brother 
Angus, who came home from Motherwell 
for the occasion, the bride was radiant in 
a gown of white satin. Her floor length 
veil was held in place by a tiara of pearls, 
and she carried a bouquet of pink and 
white carnations, with maidenhair fern. 
Mr Donald A. Macleod, brother of the 
’groom was bestman. Chief bridesmaid 
was Miss Ina Graham, sister of the bride, 
who travelled from Aberdeen to be present. 
She was charming in blue satin, with blue 
headdress, and she carried a bouquet of red 
and white carnations. Miss Joan Macleod, 
sister of the ’groom, was also charming in 
white lace over taffeta, trimmed with pink. 
Her bouquet was of pink carnations and 
maidenhair fern. The pretty little attend-
ants were Cathella Macleod, niece of the 
’groom and Etta Mackenzie, niece of the 
bride. Both were dressed in white satin, 
with pink headdresses and they both car-
ried pink posies. The reception was held 
in Mac’s Imperial, Stornoway, and about 
100 guests attended. The popularity of the 
young couple was evident from the many 
telegrams they received, including one 
from the bride’s brother in Canada. One 
of the guests was Mr Donald Macdonald, 
formerly of Vatisker, Back. He is at present 
here on holiday from Cleveland after an 
absence of 52 years. Proposing the health 
of the bride and ’groom, Mr Macdonald 
spoke of his pleasure at being back again 
among the people of his native village, 
and although those around him were not 
of the generation he had known in the old 
days, he was glad to meet them all at such 
a happy gathering. He wished the bride and 
‘groom long life and happiness together. 
Following the reception, a dance was held 
in the Drill Hall. It was largely attended 
and much enjoyed.

Home From Winnipeg
Mr and Mrs Alexander Murray and Miss 
Jean Murray left over the weekend for their 
home in Winnipeg, Canada. They spent 3 
months in the island visiting friends and 
relations. While in the island they resided 
at 27 Gress and 29 North Tolsta. 

Popular Couple Wed
At the Free Church, Back, on 28 July, a 
very popular couple were united in mat-
rimony by Rev. Mr A. Macleod, Back. 
They were Chirsty Mary, daughter of Mr 
and Mrs George Stewart, 17 Back, and 
William, son of Mr and Mrs William 
Macleod, 20 Back. The bride who was 
given away by her father, looked charm-
ing in her gown of heavy figured satin 
and beautifully embroidered veil, which 
was held in place by a headdress of vel-
vet flowers. She carried a bouquet of 
mixed fresh roses. The two bridesmaids, 
Margaret, sister of the groom and Dolina, 
sister of the bride, were both becom-
ingly dressed in blue taffeta and chose 
pink carnations. Angus Murdo, brother 
of the bride, ably performed the duties 
of bestman. On such a breezy day the 
bride would have found herself in some 
difficulty if she had not had such an effi-
cient train-bearer as her cousin, Chrissie 
Bella Stewart who, dressed in white and 
blue organdie, and carrying a posy of 
white carnations, calmly and admirably 
attended to her duties. Following the mar-
riage ceremony, a hundred guests were 
entertained to a sumptuous dinner at Mac’s 
Imperial Hotel, where Alex J. Macaskill 
proposed the health of the bride and Neil 
A. Macleod of the ’groom, with whom he 
spent 5 years in a German prison camp 
during the war. A dance was held in the 
Drill Hall from 9.30pm till 2am. For going 
away, the bride chose a light grey suit 
with white accessories. Judging from the 
numerous useful presents and three score 
telegrams the couple received, the good 
wishes of their many friends go with them 
as they journey through life together.

TONG
Appointment
It is understood that Mr Donald Macleod, 
MA “The Druim” (better known as 
‘Tunney’), has been appointed headmaster 
of Contin School, Ross-shire. Mr Macleod 
was on the teaching staff of Avoch School, 
Ross-shire.

Back in Time July/August 1949
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1. Ciorstaidh Mary Sheoidhean 17 Back and Catriona Ailig 
Ruaraidh 9 Back

2. Katie Ann Maciver (Katie Ann Dhòmhnaill an Chuil, 34 Back), working in 
London, 1945

3. A happy gang at the peats 
Back  L-R  Cairistiona Wallace, Barabel a' Chogaidh (49 Coll), Dòmhnall Iain 'an Nis 
(1 Upper Coll), Cairistiona Bheag an Sheumais (52 Coll), Calum Choisidh (44 Coll)

Front  L-R  ‘Paul’ Dhomhnaill Sight, Agnes Dhomhnaill Piugh (19 Upper Coll), Annie 
Macdonald (50 Coll)

4. John Mackenzie (Borbair) and his wife Isabella, looking forward to living in 
their new home at No 29 Upper Coll.

5. Back canteen ladies 
L–R: Alex McCrindle, Murdina Macdonald, Margaret Mackenzie (Maggie Nelson), 
Peggy Mackay (Peggy a’ Phlangaich), man in centre unknown, Sine Dhomhnall a’ 
Charagan, Mairead Macdonald (Mairead Beag), Violet Macleod. Donnie Macinnes 
(Donnie Gazette) seated at front. 
Photo taken when actor Alex 
McCrindle was in the Hebrides 
filming Lord of the Isles in the 
early 1970s.

5.

2.

1.

4.

3.



30

S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts, Tours

Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams   ●   Spectacles   ●   Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                                 700808
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We are here to help everyone progress with their chosen 
careers. That includes those who may be in employment and 
wish to study for CPD including at postgraduate level. 

9. What does Lews Castle College offer at postgraduate level?
We offer a range of programmes including: 

• Archaeology 
• Digital Pedagogy
• Education
• Health and Wellbeing
• Island Studies
• Literature
• Music
• Research Methods
• Sustainable Rural Development
• Vikings

10. Can you study and work at the same time?
The majority of our students are on programmes that are 
delivered in such a way that they can readily take on employ-
ment or continue in part -time jobs. Therefore, it is possible to 
earn and learn at the same time. This is important for many 
students and something not to be overlooked that fulltime 
study can be flexible.

11. How would someone find out more or apply for a 
course starting in 2019?
Academic staff will be delighted to deal with any enquiries 
and anyone seeking more information or wanting to discuss 
their career options should go to the college website https://
www.lews.uhi.ac.uk/ or call 01851 770000. 

Education changes lives and we are here to help you 
make that change.

Education Changes Lives
Your Questions Answered.

1. Why study at Lews Castle College UHI?
Lews Castle College UHI offers a wide range of programmes including 
further education courses, HNs, degrees and post-graduate degrees 
including doctorates. We have excellent facilities and dedicated staff 
who care about their students. The University of the Highlands and 
Islands here on your doorstep.

2. What’s new for next session?
We will be offering revised courses including a new HNC. 

3. For school leavers not wanting to study at higher education level or 
adult returners without formal qualifications what are the options?

For those who want more highers or national 5s we can offer a choice 
of courses and subject choices. For those who know the vocational 
area they want to follow we have courses in health, social and child-
care, engineering, fabrication and welding, hair and beauty, comput-
ing and games design, art, jewellery and maritime.

4. What are HNs?
HNs are work-related, or vocational, higher education qualifications. 
They are designed to meet the needs of employers.

HNC and HND courses provide the practical skills you need to do a 
job and the theoretical knowledge your employer will expect you to 
have.

Some HNCs allow direct entry into the second year of a degree pro-
gramme, and some HNDs allow direct entry to third year. We offer 
HNs in Business, Childhood Practice, Computing, Admin and IT, 
Engineering, Jewellery, Fashion and Music.

5. What are the entry requirements for HNCs?
The recommended qualification for entry to an HNC or HND course is:

• a programme of national Units appropriate to the course you want 
to study OR
• one or two passes at Higher or above OR
• an equivalent qualification

6. So which new HN will the college offer in 2020?
Following the successful introduction of the NC Fashion Design and 
Manufacture course, we will be offering an HNC in Fashion.

If you are interested in a career in fashion, but not sure, what your 
options are, this course could be your answer. It gives you the opportu-
nity to develop your knowledge and skills across a wide range of areas 
for a future career in the dynamic and fast moving world of fashion.

7. Are any HNs available by distance learning?
The College is now able to enrol students on to the HNC Social 
Sciences that will be delivered through blended learning including VC 
and online delivery.

8. Is it too late to apply for a degree starting in 2019?
The college as an academic partner of the University of the Highlands 
and Islands is pleased to receive applications. It is best to view our 
website https://www.lews.uhi.ac.uk/ and identify what you want to 
study and apply through UCAS as directed. 

Alternatively if you cannot apply online then pop in to the Stornoway 
campus or give us a call on 01851 770000.



32

July’s 

activities – 1st and 8th: Mindfulness with Dr Gail Cunningham 
GP

15th and 22nd: Chair-based exercise with Kirstie Anderson  

SAVE THE DATE! 

We are holding our second Open Day on Saturday 7 September 
at Grianan. This will include information about the services avail-
able locally, some taster sessions of various suitable activities, a 
light lunch and an opportunity to catch up with people over tea/
coffee and baking. We will also be celebrating our charity status 
officially.  Do come along and see what’s on offer. There will be 
more publicity for this nearer the time. 

Neuro Hebrides also provides a ‘voice’ for group members 
and attend a number of meetings at both island and national 
level.  Recent topics have included the National Neurological 
Consultation, patient travel, neurological appointment wait-
ing times and the airport focus group. We hold surgeries with 
Alasdair Allan MSP every 6 months and hope that both he and 
Angus MacNeil MP will be able to attend our open day. We 
recently welcomed representatives from the new Social Security 
Scotland and Western Isles Citizen’s Advice who were able to 
answer many questions relevant to members. 

We have already been overwhelmed by a number of generous 
donations including a fabulous effort from Evie and her friends 
at Stornoway Primary last year. 

The volunteers on the group work hard to provide an upbeat and 
welcoming atmosphere and assist with setting up and supporting 
all the activities therefore providing lots of friendship, love and 
laughter to those whose lives have been changed by neurological 
conditions.

Want to find out more? 

You are welcome to come along to any of our meetings or get in 
touch with us through any of the ways below.

Contact : Anne, Nicky or Penny – Admin Team

Neuro Hebrides SCO 49276   The Fire Station, 4 Robertson Road, 
Stornoway, Isle of Lewis , HS1 2LL

Hello from Neuro Hebrides! 

LATN has kindly given us some space in this edition 
to share with you who we are and what we do. We 
are delighted to have recently been awarded Charity 
Status. Our Trustees and Coordinating Group work 
hard to ensure all runs smoothly. All are dedicated 
volunteers without whom we could not function 
(five of our nine trustees and two of our 12-strong 
Coordinating Group are all from the Loch a’ Tuath 
area)   

Who we are

Neuro Hebrides is a charity set up to support neu-
rological patients and carers by promoting positive 
health and wellbeing in the Outer Hebrides. We wel-
come people with MS, MND, ME, Parkinson’s, CFS, 
fibromyalgia as well as many folk who have rare neu-
rological conditions. 

What we do 

Our meetings are held at The Fáilte Centre on Bayhead 
and usually accompanied with laughter and always 
with tea and cake! We hold meetings every 6 weeks 
when a speaker is invited to talk about a relevant 
topic. Subjects have included speech and occupational 
therapies, making friends with anxiety, advocacy and 
a cooking demo where Alan Macritchie from Stramash 
came and made us delicious brain food!  

Our next meetings are 2 July when Rachel Morrison, 
our MS Specialist Nurse, will talk on MRI scans and 
13 August when we welcome Dr Chandler who is the 
Rehab Consultant. 

Cuppa and catch-up meetings take place every 
Monday afternoon. Having a long-term condition can 
result in social isolation and loneliness and these meet-
ings allow our members to meet up and chat. We are 
in the process of providing a range of activities to take 
place alongside these social gatherings. 

Neuro
Hebrides

Tel:  07387723380n.heb@outlook.com  @NeuroHebrides Neuro Hebrides

 Donation from pupils at Stornoway Primary

Trustees and Members receiving a cheque from Stornoway Trust 
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Talia Graham winning the Silver Pendant at the Mòd (Upper Coll 

 L–R: Aaron Macleod, Redigan Tombs-Harrison, Shana 
Macphail, Bethany Mackinnon, Sian Ferguson and Jamie 
Mackinnon (Tong)

School LeaversMoonwalk

Isla Macdonald (Back) 

 Eva and Angus Graham (Gress)
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This story is about the Indonesian 
grandfather and great-grandfather of 
Naomi Macdonald, 57 Upper Coll (bean 
Alan Macdonald (mac Norrie Central 
and Janetta Beaton)), both of whom 
were captured by the Japanese Empire 
during its occupation of Indonesia dur-
ing the Second World War.

Albert Emile Zimmerman was born 
on 22 December 1891 in Soerabja 
(Surabaya), Indonesia, and died 
on 26 April 1945 in Pakanbaroe 
(Pekanbaru) aged 53. Albert was 
married to Francoise and they lived 
in Surabaya with their three daugh-
ters (Loeke, Ilse and Wilhelmina) 
and son (Henny). Henny (born 7 
July 1921, died 4 February 1990) was 
a soldier for the Dutch East Indies prior to being captured 
as a Prisoner of War (POW) by the Japanese Empire, which 
occupied the Dutch East Indies (Indonesia) from 1942 to 
1945. Henny was married to Otilly Zimmerman, and they 
had four sons (Emile, Ruud, Willy (my 
father) and Frans), and two daugh-
ters (Christine and Gaby). 

perished at sea. Albert was one of only 680 survivors to 
make it to land. 

Once on land, Albert was then recaptured by the 
Japanese Empire and was put to the Pekanbaru railway 
line. Conditions for the POWs at the Pekanbaru railway 
line were horrendous. There was little-to-no food for 
the Romusha, and no medical treatment. Many of the 
slaves died from starvation, malaria, dysentery and a 
lack of basic medical care. They were left to die at the 
side of the track. Any talking or communication among 
the slaves or POWs was punished brutally. 

At this time, Albert’s son Henny had already been 
captured and working on the railway line when he 
received the message that his father was very poorly 
and working on the track. Henny found his father and 
not long after, on 26 April, Albert died with Henny 
there. Henny carried Albert to the beach and buried 
him in a bamboo mat known as a Tiker. 

My grandfather, Henny, had a number tattooed on the 
inside of his wrist, which was a permanent reminder of 
the suffering at the hands of the Japanese Empire dur-
ing the Second World War. 

Albert’s surviving fam-
ily emigrated to the 
Netherlands in the 
early 1950s, where they 
remain settled. Henny 
served in the Dutch 
army and brought up 
his six children after 
his wife passed away at 
the age of 36 years due 
to complications dur-
ing childbirth. Henny 
passed away in Bergen 
op Zoom. A gentle soul 
and forever a hero in 
the eyes of his family.

Junyo Maru Hell Ship and the Pekanbaru Death Railway

The Junyo Maru hell ship 

Albert Emile  
Zimmerman 

 Albert's war grave

The Junyo Maru was a Japanese cargo ship that was attacked 
and sunk on 18 September 1944 by the British submarine 
HMS Tradewind. The Junyo Maru was a ‘hell ship’, a type of 
ship that carried POWs and slaves in the most horrendous 
conditions imaginable. On the Junyo Maru there were more 
than 6000 passengers (mostly comprising POWs and slaves) 
being transported from around Indonesia to be put to work 
on the Pekanbaru railway line in Sumatra. My great-grand-
father, Albert, was a Javanese slave (known as Romushas), 
who was forced to labour for the Japanese during their 
occupation of Indonesia. 

It was compulsory for ships carrying POWs or slaves to bear 
a flag with a large red cross; however, it has been suggested 
that the Junyo Maru did not bear this and was then a target of 
the British submarine HMS Tradewind. By the instruction of 
Duty commander Ltd.Cdr. Lynch Maydon, and in daylight, 
the Junyo Maru was torpedoed and 5620 POWs and slaves Henny Paul Zimmerman 
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WHAT'S ON?
2019-20

    ------  ---------  ------  
26 JULY

Back FC v Ross County charity 
match, Upper Coll, 7pm

------  ---------  ------  
5-10 AUGUST

Scarecrow Competition
------  ---------  ------  
13 AUGUST

LATN AGM, 7pm LATN office
------  ---------  ------  

19/20 AUGUST
New term of Bible Buddies starts, 

6.30pm, Back Free Church
------  ---------  ------  

20 AUGUST (TBC)
Community council meeting, the 

hut
------  ---------  ------  
24 AUGUST

Gress 100, 2pm at the LAnd Raiders' 
Memorial

------  ---------  ------  
13 SEPTEMBER

CeBac Lecture by Malcolm 
Macdonald, co-author of the 

Darkest Dawn
------  ---------  ------  

14 SEPTEMBER
Soup & Pudding, The Hut, 12-2pm

------  ---------  ------
25 OCTOBER

Gaisgich Sgire a' Bhac Launch
------  ---------  ------ 
26 OCTOBER

Tong Autumn Village Clean-Up
------  ---------  ------  

1 NOVEMBER
Tong Village Halloween Party

------  ---------  ------  
8 NOVEMBER

CeBac Lecture by Ian QUigley on 
Vatisker

------  ---------  ------  
9 NOVEMBER

Tong Village Bonfire & Fireworks
------  ---------  ------  

26 NOVEMBER
Tong Recreation Association AGM

------  ---------  ------  
DECEMBER (DAY TBC)

CeBac Lecture by Iain Mackinnon 
on the history of Back Free Church

----  ---------  ------  
11 JANUARY

Tong Senior Citizens Christmas 
Lunch

The implications for the 
Loch a’ Tuath area of 
Niall Sheumais’s passing 
will be realised over the 
next few months by many 
within the community. 
Niall’s contribution to our 
community was consider-
able, if understated. He 
was here with us all these 
years. Many, now in their 
40s and 50s with grown 
families can testify to the 
part the willing teacher 
played in their early lives. 
He told the world what 
was happening in the 
Back area for many years in the 
Back column in the Stornoway 
Gazette. He then wrote the 
Vatisker/Back column in LATN 
and had been a willing and able 
writer of obituaries for this pub-
lication. He knew the people.

His published writings have left 
us permanent accounts of Back 
Free Church, the building and 
the people. He lived beside the 
Manse and was a friend and 
counsellor to successive minis-
ters. He held responsible posi-
tions within the church ses-
sion and for many years was 
in demand as a preacher. He 
didn’t seek these positions or 
responsibilities, but didn’t shirk 
them when called upon to accept 
them. 

Niall had been in indifferent 
health for a considerable time, 
but even last year gave of his 
time to help with the Vatisker 
Croft History by Bill Lawson. 
He wrote the foreword. It was 
thought he was the most appro-
priate person to do so. 

Niall was here all our lives. He 
would have been most uncom-
fortable to have been put on any 
pedestal and yet there he was: 
scholar, writer, theologian, his-
torian. We knew that, accepted it 
and left it at that.

We are not good at praising our 
own, especially if they are a con-
stant in our lives. I was once told 

by a Lewis man who was suc-
cessful abroad how he reflected 
on our nature as islanders, and 
often asked himself why it was 
that he was lauded for having 
been successful abroad but that 
if he tried to be as enterprising 
here we would be lining up to 
bring him down.

Niall came from a well-regard-
ed family whose values shaped 
the person he was. Those of us 
slightly younger than he was 
knew his father well. Seumas 
a’Ghobha was the janitor all our 
years in the old Back School. A 
kindly ‘old’ man, in our eyes. He 
kept the coal fires burning. We 
knew him also as he owned the 
only bull in the district, and as 
we all had cows we often heard 
the word ‘tarbh’ and ‘Seumas 
a’Ghobha’ and miraculously after 
a trip or two to Seumas a’Ghobha 
the cow would have a calf. The 
trips stopped when the AI man 
came in a van. The tarbh was no 
longer required. 

Niall devoted a great number of 
years to serving our district and 
the wider island community. His 
passing leaves a substantial void 
in the roles that he quietly filled. 

We think of Catriona, Seumas 
and Margaret Mary and their 
families as they get used to an 
even bigger gap than we can 
relate. 

Coinneach aig Baile
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Unfortunately the sun didn’t shine 
this year for the Little Lamb’s Teddy 
Bear’s Picnic, but a great time was had 
indoors playing and singing together.

Here is 
Sassy 

the pony, 
who 

belongs 
to 

Ammy 
Fellows, 

Cnoc 
Bhan, 

Vatisker.

Back Sunday school had their 
annual outing on 1 June. Great 
fun was had by all at Eoropie 
playpark, but the rain sent us 
sheltering in Spòrsnis, where we 

played games and enjoyed the 
bouncy castle. Huge thanks to all 
who contributed to the day with 
their lovely baking donations. 

Tong Sunday School had its prizegiving on Sunday 16 June. The day before we had our annual picnic and barbecue. This year the location was the lovely Reef Beach where once the rain cleared everyone had a great time on the sands. The children got in the water and once again (incredibly!) the girls won the tug-o-war. Thanks to everyone who helped out and we hope everyone enjoys summer break.

Litt l e 
Lambs

 B ack Sund ay 
School Outing

Tong Sund ay School Outing Pet Corner

Charlie is 
a 9-year-
old Lhasa 
Apso 
belonging 
to Adam 
and Molly 
Cook, 
3a New 
Street.


