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Welcome back! I hope you enjoyed 
your summer break, whatever 
you were up to. If you stayed 
here, you will probably agree that 
weather-wise it wasn’t the greatest summer, 
aside from the odd day here and there. 
However, it was a very busy summer in 
Sgire a’ Bhac nonetheless. 

Firstly, I must congratulate the Back FC 
senior team, who took home the Eilean an 
Fhraoich cup to Upper Coll for the first 
time in 16 years (indeed, the first trophy for 
some time), beating arch rivals Point by two 
goals to nil over in Barvas. Both goals came 
from two of the youngest players in the 
team, Euan Anderson and Stevie Mutch, 
the first of whom missed out on most of 
his family holiday in Spain to play in both 
the semi-final and final. Dedication to the 
cause! The future is looking bright for The 
Blues. Secondly, congratulations also go to 
the U18 team, who retained the Ladywell 
cup, the AB Electronics cup and topped the 
league again, securing a double treble! 

Upper Coll was a hive of activity over the 
summer. From carnival club (did you see 
our ferocious Vikings and ferocious sea 
serpent at the parade?) to the week-long 
Rangers Soccer School (which, as luck 
would have it, was held during one of the 
better spells of weather) to the Back XI 
versus Ross County XI charity match in 
aid of Bethesda organised by the inimitable 
Kenny Fiadh. Sometimes I don’t think we 
realise how lucky we are to have such great 
facilities and events going on in the district. 
Even having the gym close by is fantastic 
as it saves a trip to town (and, don’t tell 
anyone, but it’s usually pretty quiet!).

Elsewhere, Tong ran their annual scarecrow 
competition and the pipe band headed off 
to the World Championships. Our local 
crofters did well at the summer shows, with 
two coming home with the title of Reserve 
Champion (one at Point show and the other 
at Carloway). The three local participants in 
the Butt to Barra challenge completed the 
race and contributed to a total of +£15,000 
raised for local charities, not to mention Iain 
Macleod, who cycled round a huge part of 

Scotland to raise money 
for mental health chari-
ty SAMH. We even had 
local representation at 
Eurovision! Who’d have 
thought?

Personally, it was a 
busy time for me too. 
A few months ago I 
applied to upgrade my 

membership of the Society of Editors and 
Proofreaders (SfEP). It’s a pretty arduous 
process involving gathering many refer-
ences, providing samples of work, proving 
that I am continuing to pursue professional 
development, and so on. The application is 
then considered by a formal panel down at 
their HQ in London. I was delighted to be 
told at the end of June that my application 
was approved and I can now call myself 
an Advanced Member of the SfEP, which 
is the highest level that can be achieved in 
the UK. I also spent the summer editing a 
huge textbook about headache syndromes, 
giving me one or two of my own, I can tell 
you! No summer holiday for me this year…
but watch this space. 

So, it’s back to business here at LATN. 
We’ve been trying over the last few weeks 
to find someone to write a ‘Nature’s Diary’ 
column, as this was a suggestion put forth 
by readers. No one has come forward yet, 
but if you fancy giving it a go, please get 
in touch. We’re looking to fill about a half-
page with a few paragraphs and a photo. 
It can be about anything nature-related 
that’s going on that particular month, so 
for example, in October, you might want to 
discuss harvests, and in the spring perhaps 
something about birds, etc. It’s pretty open 
to interpretation. 

We are also still looking to formalise a new 
Tong correspondent. Again, get in touch if 
you can help. The news pages are the most 
popular and it would be a shame for Tong 
to get left behind. As ever, keep in touch 
with your news, views and photos. See you 
in October. 

Jayne 

 www.facebook.com/LochaTuathNews

 @lochatuathnews

 instagram.com/lochatuathnews

Cover image courtesy The Editor

Fàilte The Loch a Tuath News Team
Chairman
Willie MacLean (42b Coll, 01851 
820503, w.maclean@sky.com)
Vice Chair
Mary Ann Graham (14 Gleann 
Dubh, Newmarket, 01851 700383, 
mdavi74979@aol.com)
Treasurer
Mairi Macleod (11b Coll, 820497)
Secretary
Margaret Macleod (Millview, 34 
Gress, 820768)
Editor
Jayne MacArthur (10 Broadbay View, 
820268, latneditor2@outlook.com)
Typesetting
Helen Smith (angle.smith@live.co.uk)
Distribution
Willie Maclean (820503)
Subscription Organiser
Laura Burns (29 Back, 820696, 
lauragraham_92@ hotmail.co.uk)
Advertising
Donald A. Stewart (28 New Street, 
Stornoway 704877,  
d.stewart11@btinternet.com)

Editorial Committee
Cathie Macleod (820289); Angus 
Morrison (820354); Anna Tucker 
(820685); Louise Reeves (820713); 
Melanie Mackay (820917)

Village Correspondents
Back:
	Anne Ramsay (7 Back, 820384)
	Iain Murray (9 Back, 820296, 
imurray3809@gmail.com)

Vatisker:
	Katy Graham (5 Catherine Hill, 
katygraham_96@hotmail.co.uk)
Coll:
	Ishbal MacLean (42b Coll,
820503, w.maclean@sky.com)
Gress:
  Donalda Murray (21 Gress, 820225,  
jockmurray.t21@btinternet.com)
	Ishbel Macdonald (31 Gress, 
820392)
Tong:
	Joan Matheson (Still Water, Aird, 
Tong, 702144, jmatheson@btinternet.com)

Upper Coll:
	Joan Maclean (50 Upper Coll, 
820581, joanmac50@hotmail.co.uk)
	Louise Reeves (Upper Coll, 
820713, lreeves1a@googlemail.com)

The views expressed in the 
Loch a Tuath News by named 
individuals, unless otherwise 
stated, are not necessarily 
endorsed by the LATN Editorial 
committee.
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School Road, Vatisker, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JY) or by email (latneditor2@outlook.com). 
Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. We are now able to scan pho-
tos and documents at the office. Please contact the editor to make an appointment. If 
you need to have an article typed, please contact the secretary.

Missed any issues? If you would like a copy of any Loch a Tuath News sent to you, 
then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and en-
close £3.40 to cover cost and postage.

We need you to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of 
the community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the district, 
but they need your help. See the contact details on this page. Thanks!
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Back
Summer of 2019
In attempting to summarise the season 
just past, the writer is reminded of a 
Gaelic proverb that included the phrase 
‘Samhradh breac riamhach’, describing 
a summer of decidedly mixed weather. 
The contrasting fortunes for locals and 
holiday-makers alike were perhaps 
exemplified by the conditions the island 
experienced during the last weekend of 
July. While Barvas (unusually for them!) 
enjoyed Mediterranean-like conditions for 
their agricultural show on the Friday, poor 
Lochs endured an afternoon of heavy rain 
for their outdoor event just 24 hours later. 
Here, on the shores of Broad Bay, we man-
aged a few warm, even hot, days down at 
Traigh Rèbac but, conversely, Gress River 
had a plentiful supply of water through-
out the season. 

We even had the occasional Arctic wind—
the writer was unfortunate enough to be 
on board the Loch Seaforth on 10 August, 
where the conditions were reminiscent 
of the infamous Mòd ferry sailings of 
old, which blighted many a participant's 
homecoming in mid-October. 

The aforementioned Gaelic proverb con-
tinues with ‘Foghar geal grianach’ describ-
ing a settled, sunny and calm Autumn. 
Given that our last prolonged period of 
good weather was back in April, such an 
event would be most welcome.

Wedding Bells
The sun made a welcome appearance for 
the wedding of Louise Campbell and Iain 
Maclean at Back Free Church on Friday 
26 July. The young couple was married 
by our former minister, Rev. Calum Iain 
Macleod, and the reception afterwards was 
held at the Cabarfeidh Hotel. Iain is from 
Newvalley and Louise is the daughter of 
Maureen and Calum Campbell, 37 Back, 
and the grand-daughter of Catriona and 
the late Calum Maciver (Calum Sgaoisidh), 
31 Back. We send the couple our very best 
wishes as they begin their married life 
together.

Graduation
Jane MacInnes recently graduated 
from Strathclyde University with a BSc 
Immunology and Pharmacology with First 
Class Honours. Jane is the daughter of Iain 
and Catherine M. MacInnes (Ryedale, 35 
Back) and is now working in Glasgow for 
BioClavis.

New Baby
Congratulations to Laurie Stewart and 
Richard Macdonald on the arrival of Zoey 
Hunter Stewart Macdonald on 8 July 2019 
weighing 10lbs. Zoey is the first grandchild 
for Kenny and Rosalind Stewart (15 New 
Street, Back) and for Wilma and Roddy 

Macdonald (Grinnabhat, 9 Bakers Road). 

Bereavements

Donald A. Macleod
After a short illness, Donald Alex Macleod, 
formerly of 37 Back, passed away on 27 
June aged 70 years. A practical man of 
many parts, Dòmhnall Ailig could turn his 
hand with competence to various aspects 
of the building trade and he also worked 
the traditional outdoor activities associated 
with crofting. Following a serious fire at 
his home he latterly lived at An t-Sithean, 
the housing development at Outend Back. 
Dòmhnall Ailig was the last in the family 
line of teaghlach a' Chaolais and his pass-
ing is a cause for reflection for our older 
generation who remember the large, busy 
households which at one time populated 
the Glodhar neighbourhood in the centre of 
Back village—‘Gabhaidh thairis osag ghaoith’.

Christina Morrison
Ciorstag Sheoidhein, late of 17 Back and 
Yamba, Vatisker, passed away peacefully 
on 15 July aged 95 years. She is affec-
tionately remembered by a generation 
of mothers through her dedicated years 
of service as a sister in the Maternity 
Ward of the old Lewis Hospital. Prior to 
this she worked as a nurse in Germany, 
London, Aberdeen and Canada. She was 
also one of the diminishing number of vil-
lagers who contributed to the war effort, 
having worked at a Military Hospital in 
Edinburgh from 1942. 

As a young woman she was widowed 
after just two years of marriage; her hus-
band Alexander Campbell (Gander) of 8 
Vatisker, was fatally injured in an accident 
at Kyle in 1956. She later married Calum 
Morrison of Brenish, Uig. Ciorstag is sur-
vived by her sisters Chirsty Mary and 
Dolina, and by a large extended family to 
whom she was a much-loved sister, sister-
in-law, aunt and great-aunt.

Head Girl
We send our warmest congratulations to 
Johanna McCarthy on being elected Head 
Girl at The Nicolson Institute for session 
2019–20. Johanna is the daughter of John 
Murdo and Donna McCarthy, 4 Back.

Player of the Year
Congratulations to Sandy Macneill (mac 
John and Kathleen, 5 Back), who won 
Stornoway Rugby Club’s Player of the Year 
award earlier this summer. 

Fare Thee Well
We bid a fond farewell to our friends 
and neighbours, Murdo and Angusina 
Graham, 8 Back, who have moved to 
Aberdeen, where they will be closer to 
their family. We hope they settle in well in 
their new home in a city that they know 
very well. We look forward to seeing them 

home on holiday before too long. 

Changing Times
On Friday 28 June the bell sounded for the 
last time at North Tolsta Primary School. 
Its closure must seem scarcely credible to 
the post-war generation who were edu-
cated there, at a time when there were well 
over 200 pupils on its roll. It was a Junior 
Secondary School back then but, following 
the completion of the new Back School 
in 1966, its secondary pupils transferred 
to our district. Lasting friendships were 
formed during the two secondary years 
at Back, a period which many local pupils 
regard as the most memorable of their 
entire schooling. Seven years have now 
passed since our own secondary depart-
ment at Back closed, reflecting a dimin-
ishing school population in rural Lewis 
coupled with an element of choice in edu-
cation. We hope that the building which 
housed Tolsta Primary will be utilised as 
a community facility for the benefit of Our 
Friends in the North. 

Vatisker
Wedding Bells
On Saturday 13 July the marriage took 
place in Edinburgh of Abigail Morrison, 
3A Vatisker, and Gerwyn Lewis, who is 
from Wales. Abigail is the daughter of Iain 
and Carmen Morrison. We extend our best 
wishes to the young couple for their future 
happiness. 

On Thursday 1 August 2019, family and 
friends gathered to celebrate the marriage 
of Kerry Anne Macleod (nighean Donnie 
and Kenna, 31a Vatisker) and Mark McGee 
(son of Manus and Christina, Napier Hill, 
Stornoway). The wedding was held at 
the stunning House for an Art Lover, 
Glasgow, followed by a reception. The 
lovely weather ensured guests could min-
gle outside in the grounds, before enjoy-
ing the meal followed by a foot stomping 
ceilidh! Kerry and Mark have made their 
home in Renfrew. We wish the happy 
couple all the best for their future together.

Graduation and 60th Birthday
Congratulations to Rachel Kennedy 
(Aldorville, 11 Vatisker), who graduated 
with a MA in Learning and Teaching 
(Gaelic Arts) from the Royal Conservatoire 
of Glasgow. Congratulations also go to 
Dorothy Kennedy, Rachel’s mum, who cel-
ebrated her 60th birthday on 27 July. 

As Na 
Bailtean
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As na 
Bai ltean 
Pictures

Stornoway Primary Dux Maimie  
Zimmerman (Upper Coll)

School Dux!

 Jessica Lamont Smith (Tong)

 Christina Macinnes (Tong)

Eva-Rae Macleod (Gress) 

 Zoey Hunter Stewart Macdonald (Back)

 Rose Macleod (Upper Coll)

Evie Isla Fox (Gress) 

 Joshua Campbell Macdonald (Upper Coll)

  Sgoil a' Bhac Dux Bella Wilson (Gress)

 Oighrig Graham (Gress)

Wedd
ing

Milestone Birthdays!

New Babies
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Bereavements
After a long illness, borne with patience 
and fortitude, Joan Mackenzie sadly 
passed away at Bethesda Hospice on 21 
July aged 68 years. Seonag Chaluim an 
Adhair, as she was known locally, spent 
her formative years at 13 Broadbay View 
before moving to her marital home at 9 
Vatisker Park. She was known to many 
across the island through her years of 
employment as a theatre assistant at 
the Western Isles Hospital. In their sore 
bereavement we extend our sympathy to 
her husband Donnie and to her daughters 
Ann and Karen, who were so attentive 
to their mother during her final illness. 
We think also of her grandchildren and 
her sisters Mary and Catherine and her 
brother Malcolm.

Condolences also to the family and 
friends of Norma Joan Ferguson, 66A 
Newmarket, who passed away on 29 
June. Her husband Donald is formerly of 
1 Broadbay View and is the son of the late 
Coinneach 'an Sìne and Anna a' Bhrann.

Citizenship Award
Congratulations to Isla Murray (no. 1) 
on receiving the Nicolson Institute’s S3 
Citizenship Cup at the end of the last 
term.

Inverness Mòd Success
Well done to Isabella Morrison (grand-
daughter of Iain and Alina, 20 Broadbay 
View), who got a first and second in con-
versation and solo, and a first in the choir 
at Inverness Mòd, held in June.

Coll
Wedding Bells
Congratulations to Johan Maclennan 
(nighean Angus Sally and Catherine 
Margaret), who married William Murray 
(Glasgow) on 12 July at Back Free Church. 
We wish you many happy years together.

40 Years Married
Congratulations to Iain and Mabel (a’ 
lasgainn) Nicolson (no. 17) on their ruby 
wedding anniversary. The couple got 
married 40 years ago, on 6 July 1979 in 
Back Free Church. We hope you enjoyed 
a lovely anniversary and wish you many 
more happy years together. 

Sympathy
Our sympathy goes to the family of the 
late Murdo Morrison, Port of Ness and 
82 Coll, who passed away on Sunday 
21 July. Murdo spent the last few years 
being lovingly cared for by his niece 
Dollag (Banntrach Vidue) at 82 Coll , His 
sister Etta and family, and his daughter in 
Australia are all in our thoughts. Murdo 
was laid to rest in Habost cemetery, Ness, 
close to his mother and father. 

Also in our thoughts are Malcom John 
(Malky) and Moria, and family on the 
death of his sister Seonag Mackenzie 
on Sunday 21 July. Seonag passed away 
in Bethesda Hospice. Donnie, her hus-
band, her daughters Ann and Karen and 
their families, and her sisters Mary and 
Catriona are in our thoughts at this sad 
and difficult time.

New Driver
Congratulations to Connor Cunningham 
(mac Chris Ann and Tommy, 82 Coll) 
on passing his driving test. Well done 
Connor and safe driving. 

On Holiday 
On holiday with Mum and Dad (Willie 
and Ishbal) were Sheena, Richard and 
Cameron, and also Cameron’s girlfriend 
Olga. They enjoyed their stay as the 
weather wasn't too bad. To all those who 
spent time with relations over the sum-
mer, we do hope you had a nice time. 

Gress
New Babies
Congratulations to Ian and Alison Fox 
on the arrival of their first granddaugh-
ter Evie Isla, who was born on 5 July in 
Invercargill, South Island, New Zealand. 
Ian and Alison were on their way to see 
them when the baby was born and they 
celebrated in the air!

Emma and Mark Macleod (no. 16) are 
celebrating the birth of a baby daughter 
Eva-Rae, who was born on 2 July, a sister 
for Kai, who adores her.

90th Birthday
Oighrig Graham (Banntrach a’ Phrem; no. 
38) celebrated her 90th birthday on 1 
August. Oighrig wishes to thank her fam-
ily, neighbours and friends for the lovely 
cards, gifts and visits she received. They 
were very much appreciated.

Graduation
Isabelle Bain graduated from Glasgow 
University with First Class Honours in 
Law with French Language, LLB. Isabelle 
will be returning to Glasgow University 
to study for a Diploma in Legal Practice. 
We congratulate Isabelle on her achieve-
ment.

Dux of Sgoil a’Bhac
We send our best wishes to Bella Wilson, 
daughter of Adam and Anna Wilson, who 
was chosen as the Dux of Back School. A 
great achievement Bella, well done!

Sports Champion
Josh Macdonald, son of Jamie and Elaine 
was the Primary 4 Sports Champion of 
Stornoway Primary. Well done Josh.

New Adventures
John Alasdair Bain passed his driv-
ing test and will be leaving us to study 
Accountancy and Finance in Aberdeen 
University. Safe driving John Alasdsair in 
the years ahead.

Farewell
We were very sad to say goodbye to 
Annette and Alistair Gordon (no. 16b) and 
their children, Campbell, Stuart and Isla, 
who have returned to Alistair’s homeland 
of New Zealand. We hope they all settle 
in there and are not too homesick.

Cycling Achievements
Well done to Iain Macleod (Millview), 
who is the new Scottish Cycling 50km 
Time Trial Champion. He has also just 
completed a 1300km cycle ride round 
Scotland in 10 days raising over £3k 
in total for SAMH (Scottish Association 
for Mental Health). Instead of enjoying 
a well-earned rest, we hear he has just 
headed off to the Alps for even more 
cycling! We do hope you enjoy a few 
beers along with the way.

Tong
100th Birthday
Many congratulations go to Christina 
Macinnes (nee Thomson), who cel-
ebrated her 100th birthday on 4 July 
2019. Christina is originally from 4 Tong 
Park, the youngest daughter of John and 
Margaret Thomson. Christina has been 
living in Marchmont Care Home in Port 
Glasgow for the last 18 months, having 
managed on her own since her husband 
passed away in 2002. She was surrounded 
by her close family and friends on her 
big day and received her birthday mes-
sage from the Queen. In 1939, at 20 years 
of age, Christina left Tong to join the 
Auxiliary Territorial Army as a telephone 
operator. On her way home to Lewis after 
the war, she met seaman Calum John 
Macinnes, who lived on the island but 
was from Port Glasgow. When they mar-
ried, they moved to Port Glasgow to start 
their new life together. 

New Baby
Kathryn and Kevin Smith (Milkinghill 
Cottage) are delighted to announce the 
birth of Jessica Lamont Smith on 23 July 
2019. Jessica is a fourth granddaughter to 
Nana and Ian Lamont and a little sister 
to Edith.

Graduations
Congratulations to Sarah Macleod, who 
recently graduated BA(Hons) Social Work 
from Strathclyde University. Sarah is the 
daughter of Iain and Donna Macleod 
(Shiloh, Aird Tong) and granddaugh-
ter of Ishbel and the late David Grant 
(Aird Tong) and the late Ken and Rachel 
Macleod (Melbost).
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Katie Macdonald graduated recently with 
a degree in Art from Robert Gordon 
University - Grays School of Art. She is the 
daughter of Rhona and Iain Macdonald 
(Cala-Na-Sithe, Gollanfield, Inverness), 
granddaughter of the late Donald and 
Mary Macdonald (Tolsta), and Annie 
Mary and the late Willie Mackenzie (Aird 
Tong).

Cup Success
Congratulations to first cousins Tyler 
Gillies and Harry Bray (Aird Tong), who 
play for the Nicolson Institute Boys U15 
team. They were delighted to get their 
hands on the North of Scotland Cup. The 
team won against Culloden in the final 
(see p. 25).

Bereavements
The funeral of Calum I. Murray (Kim), 
late of Tong, took place to Gress cemetery 
on 3 August. The service was held at the 
Free Church Seminary, Stornoway. We 
extend our heartfelt condolences to his 
family and friends at this sad time, espe-
cially his wife Chrissie, daughters Anne 
and Donna, and their families (see p.19).

We are also sad to report the death of 
Elizabeth (Betty) Irwin (nee Mackenzie), 
Thunder Bay, Ontario Canada, in July, at 
the age of 90. Betty’s parents were Angus 
Mackenzie (50 Back) and Catherine (Katag) 
Thomson (16 Aird Tong). Betty had three 
children, Angus (Gus) and Janice, who 
both passed away, and Donald (Donnie), 
who lives in Thunder Bay. Betty last vis-
ited the island in 2006, where she spent 
some time with her relatives in Aird Tong 
and Back. She was a much loved mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother, and 
we send our thoughts and sympathy to all 
her friends and family.

The funeral of Grzegorz Kosela, late of 
Tong Road, took place to Gress cemetery 
on 1 August. The service was held at 
the Church of Our Holy Redeemer in 
Stornoway. We extend our condolences to 
his family in their sad loss.

Upper Coll
Baby News 
Congratulations to Alyson Margaret and 
Andrew on the birth of their daughter 
Rose, born in the Princess Royal Hospital 
Glasgow on 8 June. First granddaugh-
ter to Willie and Kathleen Macdonald 
(45 Upper Coll) and to Kenny John and 
Kareen, Barvas.

Congratulations also go to Gordon and 
Donna Macdonald, Stornoway, on the 
birth of son Joshua on 6 August. Joshua 
is a new grandson for Mairi Campbell 
(2 Upper Coll) and Innes and Christine, 
Stornoway, and a new baby brother to 
Callan and Eva.

We wish you many happy times with 
your new bundles.

Graduations
Malcolm, the son of Rev. Malcolm and 
Joan Macleod, Steinish, and grandson of 
Mal and Etta Macleod, Upper Coll, has 
graduated from Strathclyde University 
as Master (with merit) in International 
Business with Modern Languages. 
Malcolm has also achieved ABRSM 
Grade 8 Piano and Grade 5 Music Theory 
with the Royal Schools of Music. He takes 
up employment with the Royal Bank 
of Scotland head office in Edinburgh in 
September.

Congratulations also go to Tearlach 
Barden (37 Upper Coll), who has gradu-
ated 2:1 Bachelor of Science in Biology. 
Tearlach is now starting his Masters 
degree at Wageningen University in the 
Netherlands.

Well done to Daisy Macdonald (Taigh 
Thaiseadair, 20 Upper Coll) who has grad-
uated 2:1 BA(Hons) in Communication 
Design, specialising in Illustration from 
the Glasgow School of Art. 

Dux of Stornoway Primary
Congratulations to Maimie Zimmerman 
(no. 57), who was awarded Dux of 
Stornoway Primary at the end of last 
term. She was also the prize winner of 
two English cups. All her family are very 
proud of her as she heads to the Nicolson 
Institute.

School Prizes
What a lot of prizes our Upper Coll 
pupils were awarded at the school prize 
givings. We send them all congratula-
tions and best wishes and hope you con-
tinue to work hard in the new term. 
Very well done to Sgoil a’ Bhac pupils 
Bethany Macritchie P7 (Bible Knowledge 
and Use of Gaelic), Ross Maciver P7 
(Mathematics, Bible Knowledge and the 
Book Committee P7 Project Prize), Anya 
Rogers P7 (Art and Citizenship) and Cara 
Macritchie P5 (Sports Champion P5 and 
Intermediate Citizenship), as well as any 
others we haven’t mentioned for their 
individual prizes. Please do send in any 
pictures you have and we will include 
them next time. Well done also to our 
extended Upper Coll family members 
who won prizes: Kyla McMurdo P7 (New 
Street, Back) and Bella Wilson P7 (Gress). 

We also hear that Cara Graham won the 
Third-Year Business Management year 
prize at the Nicolson Institute, so very 
well done to you Cara.

Birthday Wishes
Happy birthday greetings to Ishbal 
Maciver, 11 Upper Coll, on joining the 
‘60’ club on 20 August. 

New Starts
We have four new little people starting P1 
in the new term. They are Daniel White, 
Calum Clark, Joel Macdonald and Ariana 
Gomez. We wish you lots of fun and 
happy times.

We also wish all our outgoing P7s a suc-
cessful start as they begin their secondary 
education.

New Adventures
Our very best wishes to James Mutch, 
as he heads off to the Glasgow Nautical 
College to embark on a career at sea with 
Meark, starting on 2 September as a Deck 
Officer, and to his cousin, Joel Martin, 
as he starts a course in Journalism in 
Aberdeen University on 9 September. 

We wish them both well and every suc-
cess.

Marathon Champions
To run a marathon, all 26 and a bit miles 
of it, is pretty hard work. It is much 
easier to do a part of it, as a member of 
a relay team. This is exactly what two of 
Upper Coll’s residents did on Saturday 
10 August. The event was the Marathon 
Hebrides, run in South Harris from Rodel 
to Seilabost. While some 200 or so run-
ners did the full distance, teams of three 
ran legs of six, nine and 11 miles. Cathie 
Stewart (19 Upper Coll), part of the Anti 
Hill Mob team, ran the first leg, a loop 
from Rodel past Leverburgh, then return-
ing to the start via Strond. Colin Tucker 
(10 Upper Coll), somehow managing to 
be one of Penelope’s Pit Stops, ran the 
second leg, from Rodel to Leverburgh, 
not direct but managing to take in the 
Bays road to Finsbay and then over the 
hill. Both recorded excellent times in con-
ditions, which were both cold and windy, 
certainly not the weather to be expected 
in August. 

We congratulate them both for this amaz-
ing achievement and for all the training 
that must have been undertaken before-
hand!

Bereavement
We send our sincere sympathy to Kenny 
Macritchie and family at 5 Upper Coll on 
the passing of Cathie Ann at home on 28 
June. 

Retirement
We send our very best wishes to Donna 
Barden on the occasion of her retirement 
from teaching. We hope you enjoy some 
well-earned free time.

See pages 19 and 29 for more photos, includ-
ing all the graduates. We hope to have all the 
wedding photos for October.
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Furniture World celebrated 
30 years in business on 1 
July 2019. It started three 
years after Carpet World, 
which had started on 1 
April 1986. 

The original furniture shop 
was located at 30 Church 
Street, Stornoway, which 
was previously a DIY shop 
owned by Angus Macleod 
& Sons, Contractors of 
Stornoway.

The original directors of Furniture World were Dolan Morrison, Duncan (Suggan) 
Maclean and Willie Angie Morrison, all with Back connections. Willie has now 
retired, but Dolan and Duncan are still involved in the business. The sales people 
in 1989 were Murdo Macleod and Dondy Macdonald, both with Gress connections. 
Calum Macdonald, local MP at the time, opened the shop. 

The first van Furniture World had was an ex-Royal Bank of Scotland mobile bank-
ing van, pictured above. At the time, a Ford Cargo was used to go to the main-
land on a weekly basis to collect furniture. The business quickly grew and after a 

few years the shop relocated 
to the old Woolworths shop 
on Cromwell Street, where it 
remained for 11 years. Today, 
you can find Furniture World 
at 7 Inaclete Road. 

Congratulations and let’s hope 
they last for another 30 years!

30 Years in Business WHAT'S ON?
2019-20

    ------  ---------  ------  
7 SEPTEMBER

Afternoon Tea, The Hut, 1-3pm
------  ---------  ------  

13 SEPTEMBER
CEBac lecture by Malcolm 

Macdonald, co-author of The 
Darkest Dawn

------  ---------  ------  
14 SEPTEMBER

CHARITY BLOW DRY/MASSAGE EVENT 
IN AID OF MACMILLAN, SERENITY 

HAIR & BEAUTY
------  ---------  ------  

14 SEPTEMBER
SOUP & PUDDING, THE HUT, 12-2PM

------  ---------  ------  
17 SEPTEMBER

Community Council meeting, The 
Hut, 7pm

------  ---------  ------  
30 SEPTEMBER

Back Bowling Club AGM, Coll 
Centre, 7.30pm
------  ---------  ------
25 OCTOBER

Gaisgich Sgire a' Bhac Launch
------  ---------  ------ 
26 OCTOBER

Tong Autumn Village Clean-Up
------  ---------  ------  

1 NOVEMBER
Tong Village Halloween Party

------  ---------  ------  
8 NOVEMBER

CeBac Lecture by Ian QUigley on 
Vatisker

------  ---------  ------  
9 NOVEMBER

Tong Village Bonfire & 
Fireworks

------  ---------  ------  
26 NOVEMBER

Tong Recreation Association AGM
----  ---------  ------  

30 NOVEMBER
Christmas Craft and Charity 

Fayre (Coll centre)
----  ---------  ------  

DECEMBER (DAY TBC)
CeBac lecture by Iain Mackinnon 

on the history of Back Free 
Church

----  ---------  ------  
11 JANUARY

Tong Senior Citizens Christmas 
lunch 

Broadbay Barbers opened its doors 
to the men and boys of Back on 1 
August. Gordon’s forecourt welcomed 
proprietor Jayne Heckles (pictured 
with her son Jackson) to the unit 
between Serenity Hair and Beauty 
and the LATN/CeBac office. Jayne, 
originally from Gearraidh Ghuirm 
(nighean Cathy Ann and Dave), now 
living at Tong Allotments, has 20 
years of experience in cutting hair 

and trimming beards. Leaving Men Only in Stornoway after 13 years, 
Jayne has set out on her own to ensure the men-folk of our district look as 
good as the women, who have been ably served by Serenity for the last 5 
years. Why not pop down and support a new local business? Teas, coffees 
and free WiFi are offered to all customers. Jayne has done a spectacular job 
of the interior design of her new barber’s shop to ensure the comfort of all 
patrons. Opening hours are 9–5 Tuesday–Friday and 10–2 on Saturday. We 
wish you many happy years in business. 

New Barber 
for Back

 Willie Angie, Dolan, Duncan 
and Calum Macdonald on 
opening day 1989
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NORRIE'S GARAGE
 Cars and Commercial Servicing and Repairs 

 MOT  Tyres 

 Wheel Alignment & Wheel Balancing 

 Large Stock of Truck and Trailer Parts 

TEL: 01851 705398
Email: info@norriesgarage.co.uk

43 BELLS ROAD, STORNOWAY

ISLE OF LEWIS HS1 2RL

GOOD RANGE OF 
TYRES IN STOCK
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In July and August the Comann opened its office to the public 
for a few hours each Friday and Saturday and it was a pleasure 
to welcome visitors.

We were delighted to see Fionnlagh Stewart at the beginning 
of July and he came armed with a treasure trove of documents 
and some tapes. Kenny Maciver and his sister Chrissie Bell (clan 
Choinicean) called in when Kenny was home on holiday and 
he added a vast amount of information to our giant local place 
names map. These local names are disappearing and it was won-
derful to get names recorded. Kenny promised to return to share 
his knowledge, and we welcome anyone at any time to add to 
the map. Margaret Stewart contributed some Col Uarach place 
names and Kendo shared information on Upper Coll. If you 
have anything at all of interest, please get in touch.

Another interesting visitor was Peggy Morrison (Ulaigean), who 
was on the island from Detroit for a couple of months. Peggy, 
who spent many holidays in Coll and who spent a year living 
in Coll in the late 1940s, attending The Nicolson Institute, has a 
vast collection of photographs of people in the area, particularly 
from the 1950s and 1960s. She has shared these with us, spend-
ing time recording the names of those in the photographs. We 
also recorded Peggy in conversation with Kenny Maciver; this 
chat can be viewed on our YouTube channel. 

Thanks go to those who were able to man the office, with a 
special mention for Ian Quigley, West Lothian, and for Mairi 
Graham, our former treasurer, who gave up some of their time 
when on holiday from the mainland to help out. 

A few months ago we received a map and notebook of old dis-
trict place names, as recorded by Peigi Graham, Peigi a’ Chran, 
Vatisker, as a student in 1960. The information was collected 
from Angus Morrison (Aonghas Ruadh), Vatisker, as part of a 
project for the School of Scottish Studies. CEBac has transcribed 
the place names and hopes to make it available to be seen in the 
near future.

Our membership continues to grow and we were delighted to 
receive membership from 57 juniors at Sgoil a’ Bhac. We would 
also love secondary age young members. At the time of writing, 
preparations are in hand to involve our young members (and 
their parents!) in activities in Gress and Upper Coll, following 
on from the commemorative potato planting in these villages in 

April. Hopefully, some potatoes might 
feature!

Planning activities involving young people is 
one of our priorities, without young people’s knowledge of their 
heritage, all will be lost.

We now look forward to a new series of talks, open to all, and 
we hope we will welcome you on Friday 13 September 2019 
when Malcolm Macdonald, co-author of The Darkest Dawn, the 
meticulously researched book detailing the tragedy of HMY 
Iolaire, will join us. Future events include the launch of Iain 
Murray’s book, Gaisgich Sgìre a’ Bhac, Ian Quigley on the history 
of Vatisker and its people, Iain Mackinnon on the History of 
Back Free Church, and Eilidh Mackenzie, formerly of Gress, will 
also join us speaking on a musical theme. 

We are currently exploring setting up a space that would not 
only be a home for us and provide safe storage for our archives 
and exhibition space, but would also provide services and 
amenities that would be functional for many other groups. If 
you have any comments on this, please let us know.

We now have a considerable amount of material which needs 
transcribed, and need volunteers to help with that task. If you 
can help, please get in touch; our contact details are below.

For those on social media, keep up with us on Facebook, Twitter 
and our website. There is also an associated Facebook page, 
Memories of Vatisker, which is worth checking out.

Be sure to check out our YouTube channel for some historical 
videos (including a Back School concert from 1992). On our 
website, in the resources section, you will find some digitised 
resources including Old History and Crofting of Gress and peri-
odic newsletters, all produced by the old Comann. Follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter for the latest news and photos. 

A.T.

Email: info@cebac.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ComannEBac/
Twitter: @CEBac_org
Website: www.cebac.org

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac – Back Historical 
Society Update

The latest meeting of the Back 
Community Council was held on 
Tuesday 20 August in The Hut.

The meeting heard that there has been 
a problem with the electronic speed 
sign purchased last year. At a recent 
battery change it was noticed that there 
was a crack in the casing and the 
machine has now been returned to the 
manufacturer. It is hoped that we will 
have the speed sign back in use in the 
near future. The police will continue to 
monitor roads in the area with patrols 
and the use of the speed gun. 

We are pleased to have received fund-
ing towards the cost of a survey in the 
area to look at what things are impor-
tant to the community and how best 
to achieve them. It is hoped to prepare 
the survey over the next few weeks and 
months and it would be really appreci-
ated if all households in the area return 
the survey when it is delivered later in 
the year.

A public meeting is planned for the 
beginning of October to look at some 
interesting projects that the community 
might wish to be involved in. Part of 

this would involve setting up a compa-
ny which would require Directors from 
within the Community. This initiative 
can only go ahead with involvement 
of the community and speakers will be 
invited to explain what is involved and 
how to achieve it. The date and venue 
will be announced once speakers have 
been confirmed and a good turnout 
would be appreciated.

The next meeting of the Community 
Council will take place on Tuesday 17 
September 2019.

Community Council Update
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We had a very busy summer this year, start-
ing with our first pop-up cinema, sports and 
café as part of our summer club, followed by 
lots of football and a fabulous carnival entry.

Coaches from Rangers FC took over the Coll 
centre for a week of junior coaching at the 
end of July. Hundreds of children as young 
as 18 months up to 14 years turned out to 
polish their footwork and learn some new 
skills. 

There was a fantastic turn out for the char-
ity football match against Ross County FC. 
Although the score wasn’t what the Back 
fans were hoping for, a fabulous £2000 was 
raised for Bethesda. Thanks to everyone who 
supported the event and helped to make it a 
success.

We teamed up with local Rowing Clubs 
for this year’s carnival. We hope everyone 
enjoyed seeing the Vikings being chased by 
a sea monster down Cromwell Street; 
we certainly had fun making all the 
costumes.

Finally a couple of congratula-
tions, firstly to the senior team 
who beat Point FC to secure 
this year’s Eilean an Fhraoich 

C u p . 
And also, 

congratulations to 
James Graham, who 
has been selected for 
Scotland under 16s 
training camp (see 
right). Good luck 
James from everyone 
at the club!

Back Footbal l and Recreation Club - What's on this Summer? 

Congratulations to James Graham of Back 
FRC and Ross County FC, who has been 
selected for the Scotland U16 squad training 
camp at Loughborough University. James, 
who is moving to Dingwall to further his aca-
demic studies and pursue a potential career 
as a professional footballer, is a fantastic tal-
ent. We hope to see him scoring lots of goals 
in a Scotland jersey in the near future.

Scotl and cal l-up 
for James

Dates for your diary:

Island Archers  Weds 7-9pm £8 adult £4 junior
Fitness Classes Start Tuesday 17th 7–8pm or Thursday 

19th September 9.30–10.30am
Beginners Bowls Starts back Friday 6th September, 

1–2.30pm £1
Back Art Together Saturday 28th September, 10.30am 

(basket weaving)

Sat 19th October, 10.30am (TBC)
Book Club Thursday 29th August and 26th 

September 7–9pm £2.50
Rainy Day Bike Club Thursday 24th October 12–3pm

Yoga Will be back after the October Holidays
Christmas Craft and 

Charity Fayre
Saturday 30th November

NHS Healthy Weighs Wednesday 26th June 7pm
Gym inductions Various dates: please check online

If you’d like to find out more about any 
of the activities happening at Back 

FC and Rec. Club please contact 
Terri on 01851 820745 or visit our 

website www.backfrc.org.uk

Fierce  
Vikings

Mark  
Hateley 

hands out 
the prizes in 
the sunshine 
at the end of 

Soccer School

Paying  
close attention 
to the coaches 

at Rangers 
Soccer School
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Back Bowling Club, along with players from Bernera and Breasclete, played 
against Stornoway Bowling Club on Saturday 17 August for the Ivor Ferguson 
Trophy. This trophy was presented to the Stornoway club a number of years 
ago by Ivor, but he is now unable to play the game he loved so much. However, 
everyone was so pleased that he was there to present the trophy to the win-
ners this year, with Stornoway winning by the narrowest of margin: 55 shots 
to Back, Breasclete and Bernera’s 51.

Stornoway Bowling Club express their thanks to everyone who played in 
adverse weather conditions and also for their contributions to the raffle, and 
those who provided the food.

A reminder that the AGM of the Back Bowling Club will be held on 30 
September at Coll Centre at 7.30 for 8pm. Those who wish to play should 
attend, as last year there were too many to be accommodated, and may be a 
suitable solution can be put forward for consideration.

On 29 July 2019, Back FC hosted Scottish Premiership 
team Ross County for a charity football match to raise 
much-needed funds for Bethesda Hospice. It was a 
beautiful summer’s evening, which helped attract a large 
crowd. After being piped in by Anne-Louise Stewart the 
match got underway. Despite bringing in some ‘guest’ 
players such as Carloway FC’s goal machine Fraser 
Macleod, unfortunately Back lost 0-6 on the night. But it 
was all in great spirit for a worthy cause. 

As a result of this game, Kenny (Fiadh) Maciver handed 
over a cheque for £2000 to Carol Summerville and Natalie 
Kellor from Bethesda. Kenny would like to thank Ross 

County FC and Back FC for making this possible. Special 
mention goes to Alex (Moley) Macleod and Duncan 
(Suggan) Maclean for all their help. Kenny also thanks 
Calum Morrison (Galson Motors) for providing transport 
free of charge. 

Since June, Kenny has organised a seven-a-side football 
tournament, an annual concert and the Back v Ross 
County game. Together, these events have raised over 
£4000 for Bethesda Hospice. Many thanks to everyone 
who took part in and volunteered at any of these events. 

Photo courtesy www.welovestornoway.com

Back row L–R: Natalie Keller, Alex J. Macleod, James MacArthur, Chris Mackay, Jamie Mackinnon, Chris Macleod, Colin 
Macritchie, Campbell Macdonald, Jason Macleod, Calum Maclennan, Louie Macdonald, Donald Macdonald, Duncan Maclean.

Front row L–R: Kenny Maciver, Stevie Mutch, Scott Macleod, David Maciver, Ross Hall, Euan Anderson, Joel Martin, Ross 
Maciver, Colin Morrison, Carol Summerville, Ann Macleod.

Missing from the photo are guest players Fraser Macleod, James Macleod, Lewis Mackenzie and Neil Morrison.

 Ivor Ferguson with the trophy

Back FC X I versus Ross County X I

Bowls is Back!
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Sgoil a’ Bhac

Eilidh  
Mackenzie

Annie Maclean 

Calum  
Clark

 Daniel 
White

Bethany 
Graham 

 Ronan 
Macdonald

Liam Murray 

 Emma 
Macleod

Joel  
Macdonald

Tilly 
Dunne 

Ryan  
Maciver

Katie Jane  
Murray

GP1
First Day at 
Big School!

 Lucy 
Macdonald

EP1
First Day at 
Big School!
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Back 
Prizegiving 

2019 
Winners

Parent Council Achiever Prizes
EP1 Levi Smith
GP1 Isabella Macdonald
EP2 Sophie Finlayson
GP2 Sophia Dunne
EP3 Connor Frame
GP3 Samuel Morrison
EP4 Matthew Vaines
GP4 Evie Magee
EP5 Maree Martin
GP5 Jack Anderson
EP6 Jess Muir
GP6 Ava Mackenzie
EP7 Jonathan Graham
GP7 Warren Gillies

Citizenship & Leadership Prizes

Junior Citizenship Award
Back Secondary Pupils’ Cup
(P1-2)

Citizenship, helpfulness,
co-operation and
involvement

Angus Maclean

Intermediate Citizenship
Award (P3-5) New
Community Schools Cup

Cara Macritchie

Senior Citizenship Award
(P6/P7)
Back Secondary Pupils’ Cup

Anya Rogers

The Gress Cup
Donated by
Paul & Sheila White

Citizenship and
Curricular Progress at P7 Jack Graham

Boys Leadership Shield (P7)
Commitment to
Leadership at P7

Kyle Longstaff

Girls Leadership Shield (P7) Kelsey Gillies

Academic Prizes
The Stornoway Gazette Cup Attainment in English Language & Literacy Isabella Wilson

CIB Services cup for Mathematics Attainment in Mathematics & Numeracy at P7 Ross Maciver

Cuach CCG airson Cànan Gàidhlig Attainment in Gaelic Language (GM) Isabella Wilson

P1-3 Gaelic Learner

Attainment in Learner Gaelic

Maisie Smith

P4-6 Gaelic Learner Luc Smith

Iurosgoil Cup - P7 Gaelic Learner Kyle Longstaff

Vanessa Will Salver for G1-3
Use of Gaelic outwith the classroom

Josh Macleod

Vanessa Will Salver for G4-7 Bethany Macritchie

Loch a Tuath News Literacy Prize Excellence in Creative Writing Isabella Wilson

Loch a Tuath News Literacy Prize –
Certificates of Commendation Excellence in Creative Writing Ross Maciver

Donald J McCarthy

The Book Committee Trophy Project on Local Studies Ross Maciver

The Book Committee Trophy –
Certificates of Commendation Project on Local Studies

Isabella Wilson
Iain K Maclennan
Bethany Macritchie

The ‘Comrade Cup’ for Social Studies
Donated by the Murray Family, Coll Attainment in Social Studies at P7 Isabella Wilson

The Minki Cup Environmental Studies/Awareness at P6 David Finlayson

The Alice Murray Memorial Prize for Art Progress in Art at P7 Anya Rogers

The Donald & Mary Stewart ‘Coilear’
Cup Bible Knowledge at P7 Bethany Macritchie/

Ross Maciver

The Martin Cup for ICT & Technologies Attainment in ICT & Technology at P7 Charlie Macdonald

Dux of the School Excellence across learning and the life of the school Isabella Wilson
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Welcome

We are delighted to welcome our 15 new 
entrants into their P1 classes. Nine children 
join Mrs Cheesman in P1/2 and six pupils 
join Miss Munro in GM1–4. The children 
are very settled and have been playing 
happily with all their new friends.

We also extend a warm welcome to Douglas 
and Ross, who have joined P5 and P7, respec-
tively. We hope they enjoy their time in Tong 
School. 

Staffing Changes

We are pleased to welcome Mrs Macleod to the school 
as our P6/7 class teacher and new Principal Teacher. We 
are also delighted to have Miss MacTaggart working 
alongside Miss Munro in the GM 1–4 class. We hope 
they both enjoy being at Tong School.

We have some changes in both playrooms in the Sgoil 
Àraich. There are two new faces in the English play-
room as Dawn is the new play leader and Lauren is a 
key worker. Isabel has been joined by Anna (formerly 
our school cook) and Donalda in the Gaelic playroom. 

We have some big changes in the canteen as Anna and 
Fiona have moved on to new adventures. We thank 

them both for 

their hard work and wish 
them well in their future careers. 
Leanne and Sarah are our new 
kitchen staff and they are doing a great job of cooking 
and serving delicious meals.

Staff and pupils are missing Mr Murray, our school 
crossing attendant and playground supervisor. We 
thank Mr Murray for helping in so ways and, most 

especially, for the kindness shown to the 
children. 

Prize Giving
The pupils work hard all year and their 
many successes and achievements were 
recognised at the annual prize-giving 
held in June. We are proud of you all!

 GM Primary 1 on 
their first 

day

New staff, clockwise from 
top left:

Dawn, Donalda, Mrs Macleod, 
Miss MacTaggart, Lauren

Tong School

 Primary 
One are 

happy to be in 
big school!

Welcome 

to 

Primary 1

New 
Staff !
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 Farewell to Mrs Mackay

Farewell
We were sorry to bid farewell to Mrs Mackay who was the P6/7 teacher and also 
Principal Teacher at the school for 5 years. Mrs Mackay has taken up the post of 
Deputy Head Teacher at Stornoway Primary School and she leaves with our very 
best wishes for the future. We thank Mrs Mackay for all her hard work and support.

Best wishes to our former P7  
pupils as they begin S1. They are 
pictured on their fantastic trip to 

Fairburn Activity Centre

Nursery & Sgoil Àraich Awards Achiever of the Year Helping Hands Award Dux of Tong School
Willow Heckles P1GM James Clarke P1GM Kelsey Macleod Ruby Macmillan

Murdo MacDonald P2GM Connor Macdonald P2GM Lily Heckles Proxime Accessit
Finn Carse P3 GM Jamie Lynne McCulloch P3GM Mia Graham Scott Campbell

Roen Ferguson P1 David Macdonald P1 Orlaith MacQueen Language & Literacy 
AwardDaniel Pickard P2 Chloe Maclennan P2 Kaden Murray

Aaron Kearns P3 Lewis Condy P3 Katlynn MacKay Ruby Macmillan

Amelia Mackay P4 Emma Murray P4 Ashton Pidcock Mathematics & 
Numeracy AwardEllie Grieve P5 Dylan Macdonald P5 Amelia Mackay

Iain Donald Macfarlane P6 Martin Tynan P6 Joanna Bray Scott Campbell

Jessica Campbell P7 Lucy Grant P7 Lorne Macleod Expressive Arts Award
Joshua Fraser Kai Murray

Keagan MacDiarmid Technologies Award
Olivia Maclennan Leon Ferguson

School Captain Certificates Parent Council Leaving 
Gifts for P7 Sports Champions The Kennedy Cup for 

Leadership
Seals- Scott Campbell P1 Boy – Harris Mackay Ruby Macmillan

Ruby Macmillan Leon Ferguson P1 Girl – Kelsey Macleod R.M.E. Plaque Award
Kai Murray Gracie Fountain P2 Boy – Kaden Murray Katie Murray

Lucy Grant P2 Girl – Isla Maciver Loch a Tuath Cuach
Dolphins- James Kearns P3 Boy – Aaron Finlayson Katie Murray
Cole Smith Lorne Macleod P3 Girl – Lylya Maciver Citizenship Award
Lucy Grant Katie Murray P4 Boy – Cailean Smit Cole Smith

Ruby Macmillan P4 Girl – Layla Mackenzie The Macdonald Cup for 
ExampleOtters- Kai Murray P5 Boy – Jayden Pidcock

Scott Campbell Christopher Maciver P5 Girl – Leah Macritchie & 
Amelia Mackay Scott Campbell

Lorne Macleod Owen Maclennan P6 Boy – David Maciver & 
James MacIver Perfect Attendance

Ajay Mohammed P6 Girl – Charlotte Bayfield Luke Fraser

Starfish- Cole Smith P7 Boy– Leon Ferguson Dylan Macdonald

Katie Murray P7 Girls – Ruby Macmillan Johan Tynan
Leon Ferguson Lily Heckles
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This year, Point Show invited entries from the entire 
Stornoway Trust area. Previously a closed show, 
for the first time people from all the way down to 
Tolsta could enter. Scott MacRury (Upper Coll) came 
away with a first prize for his gimmer with her tup 
lamb. The guest sheep judge this year was Seumas 
Bomie, who kept the peace by awarding the Supreme 
Champion prize to a Ruadhach. Reserve Champion, 
however, went to Murdie Maciver (Coll), with his 
Texel lamb. 

There was more representation from the Loch a’ Tuath area on a wet day 
over in Lochs as the guest sheep judge was also from down our way, 
namely Kevin Bayfield (Tong). 

Over in Barvas, at West Side Show, Iain Kennedy (Vatisker) got a second 
for all the categories he entered with his Ryeland sheep. 

Congratulations to Buzz from Coll, who won the Judge’s Choice shield 
in the Carloway dog show. Well done also to Buzz’s owner Graeme, who 
came first in the Junior Handler category. 

In the showing of sheep at Carloway, John Bayfield (Tong) came away 
with a first for his Beltex ewe and lamb. The lamb then went on to win 
Reserve Champion in its own right. Iain Kennedy and his Ryelands also 
picked up a second place and a few thirds. 

Further afield, Iain took his Ryelands to the Great North Show in 
Yorkshire, one of England’s biggest agricultural shows. People from all 
over the UK enter their animals for judging and the standard is very 
high. And we were pleased to hear that a former Pet Corner entrant, 
Bert, took two prizes at Halifax Show (winner of ‘Most Appealing Eyes’ 
and third in the ‘Little and Large’ category).

It is interesting to see some different breeds of sheep coming to the 
fore. While there are still many categories for the traditional Scottish 
Blackface and Cheviot breeds, the ‘Any Other Breed’ section is becom-
ing more popular. The Valais Blacknoses from Steinish have been on the 
scene for a while now, and the continental breeds of Texel and Beltexes 
are now relatively common here. We asked Iain Kennedy for some 
information on his Ryeland sheep, which are new to Vatisker. 

‘Ryelands are really docile 
and friendly. I met some 

Murdie Maciver with his Reserve Champion lamb at Point Show 

At the Shows 
2019

people at one of the local shows who recognised the 
sheep from the road down to Brevig. They didn’t 
know me or what the sheep were but they were 
intrigued—they were calling them “teddy bear 
sheep” (kids love them). These people were taking 
visitors they had staying with them to go and pet 
my ram! Apparently, they stop by themselves to see 
him about once a week. Lots of times I’m there at 
the sheep and people stop to talk to me and ask me 
about them. There was lots of interest in them at the 
Barvas show this year, with people even wanting to 
buy them! They are an interesting native breed—
one of the oldest in the UK. The genes they have 
mean they can sometimes throw coloured lambs, 
so there is a lamb I called Zulu that is a coloured 
Ryeland from two white parents. 

‘The woman I got the first lot of Ryelands from also 
breeds Grey Face Dartmoors. They are becoming 
really popular. I loaned out my ram, Vladimir, to a 
crofter in Tong, and she had a male lamb this year 
and called him Zanzibar [Editor’s note: Zanzibar 
featured in our Lambing 2019 feature in the May 
issue]. 

‘The Ryelands are so easy to handle. At the 
Carloway show, the wild Blackfaces were jumping 
out of the show ring but the Ryelands come to their 
name, and walk into pens and trailers when you 
tell them to. The ram goes on command: “in you 
go” and “come here” work a treat. He plods along! 
He’s like a big dog. When I see people wrestling 

 One of Iain's Ryelands Iain's lamb on show at York 
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their Blackfaces, I think why not get yourself some chilled out, 
easy-to-handle sheep?!

‘I encourage people to come and see my sheep and pet them. 

I would really love that. The people I bought them from 
spent so much time with them, showing them and grooming 
them, it’s hard for me to spend anywhere near that amount 
of time with them, with work commitments, etc. The more 

people that pet them, the 
better. I want to keep them 
as friendly as possible. The 
ram and his two male off-
spring are in the Vatisker 
ram park, down the road 
from Back Pharmacy, and 
the sheep and their lambs 
are down at the shore. I 
crossed the cheviots with 
the Ryeland ram this year 
too. We were calling the 
lambs “Ryots”! They are 
like chunky Cheviots with 
fluffy faces.’

 Bert posing with his trophies Vladimir in full fleece Buzz, Graeme and Kelsey Macleod (Coll)

 John Bayfield's Reserve Champion lamb at Carloway 
show (right) shown by Ally Williamson

Zulu 

It was a busy summer in Tong this year! We had llamas trotting around the vil-
lage throughout the summer holidays and our annual Scarecrow Competition 
in August. Seventeen households in Tong scared away the crows with their 
amazing and inventive creations. The village was a hive of activity, with many 
spectators driving round to see what was 
on offer. It was great fun.

Local councillor Donald Crichton once 
again had the tough task of choosing 
the winners. There was a huge range of 
entries, from Peat & Diesel rocking it out 
in Springside to SpongeBob SquarePants 

in Aird Tong to Mario Crow in Tong, to name just a few.

The very worthy winners were The Maclennan’s of Druim, Tong, with their Police Speed 
Check Scarecrow. They were awarded a well-deserved £50 cash prize for their effort.

The competition was run by the Tong Recreation Association as a fun event for the village 
and also to help in our fundraising efforts to keep the hall running. We sincerely thank 
everyone who participated and donated. See you all next summer.

Check out the LATN social media pages for colour photos of all the scarecrows.

Tong Scarecrow Competition 2019
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MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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On Thursday 1 August, after a three year 
battle with cancer, Calum Iain Murray (Kim) 
passed away in Bethesda.

Kim was born in 1947 to Malcolm and Annie 
Murray of 5 Tong. He lived with older broth-
er Willie and younger siblings, Nana and 
Alasdair. He married Chrissie in 1972 and 
built a home on number 6 Tong. He subse-
quently worked with various construction 
companies as a joiner and also as a plater in 
Arnish. Finally, he was a school technician in 
secondary schools around Lewis and Harris.

Kim and Chrissie had two daughters, Anne 
and Donna. His five grandchildren, Katie, 
Emma, Calum, Kirsty and Seumas, followed 
and were the centre of his world. 

Kim became seriously ill in May of this year 

and returned home to be cared 
for there. He and his family felt 
blessed to have two glorious 
months of time together before 
his condition overtook him. 
Kim remained positive at all 
times and he was truly happy 
during this period. All who 
spoke to him were amazed at 
how he managed to keep his 
upbeat attitude, but he felt like 
a very blessed man to have his 
family round him and his faith 
in the Lord uplifted him.

The family would like to express their sincere gratitude to all those who 
visited, sent messages, cards and flowers, and phoned both during his 
illness and after his passing, and, finally, everyone who attended his 
wake and funeral. Kim will be sorely missed by his family and by the 
community at large.

Tribute: Calum
Iain Murray

 Josh Macdonald (Gress)

Isabella Morrison (Vatisker) 
Isla Murray (Vatisker) 

 Cousins Cara  
Macritchie and Kyla 

McMurdo (Upper Coll)

Harry Bray 
and Tyler 

Gillies 
(Tong)

Sandy 
Macneill 
(Back) 

 Elizabeth (Betty) 
Irwin (Tong)

As na 
Bai ltean 
Pictures
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22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service
A D V I C E
YOU CAN
T R U S T

Proposed Sublet of a Croft
Angus Maclennan is applying to sublet the whole croft 
at 20 Back, Isle of Lewis, to Calum Maclennan of 14 
Gress for 10 years.

Written comments from those with a relevant interest 
(which may be made public) to: Crofting Commission, 
Leachkin Road, Inverness IV3 8NW, info@crofting.
gov.scot within 28 days from the date of the advert.

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £33.50 (or £20 for email) to Laura Burns, 29 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LQ.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
Post Code___________________________________
Email address (for PDF copies)
____________________________________________
I enclose £33.50  or £20 for PDF 
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
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Summer Stats
July 2019 in Stornoway had 108.1 hours of sunshine; 
lower then April, May and June this year, and least 
amount of sunshine in the month of July since 2016, 
which had 75.7 hours of sunshine. On 10 August 
Stornoway recorded the lowest maximum tempera-
ture anywhere in the UK of 14.0C.

Possible Tornado 
On 5 August the Met Office issued a yellow weather 
warning for thunderstorms for Harris and the 
southern half of Lewis. The Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency also issued a flood alert for the 
Western Isles for slow-moving thunderstorms capa-
ble of producing flooding. 

Lightning occurred mid-afternoon over in Barvas 
on 6 August, which resulted in the Cutting Room 
and Allure Beauty being hit by lightning. It was 
reported that there was a loud bang and a flash 
of light followed by a smell of burning. There was 
some damage to phone lines, but thankfully every-
one in the building at the time was unharmed. The 
same storm produced a funnel cloud, possibly a tor-
nado, in Barvas. It was hard to confirm from photos 
it if was defiantly, but even at distance it looked like 
it touched down. There were no damage reports 
that I know of, but a number of photographs were 
shared to my social media platforms. 

7 years of Western Isles Weather 
By the time you are reading this Western Isles 
Weather will be 7 years old. From one small fore-
cast every day to weather talks, frequent daily 
updates on Facebook and my blog, Twitter and 
daily updates on Instagram. Things have fairly 
grown beyond my wildest dreams, with more than 
20,000 people following my social media pages. 
Giving weather talks and getting a volunteer award 
for these have been some of the highlights over the 
years. Writing columns like this one for three local 
newspapers gives me yet another way to talk about 
the weather. Hopefully, there will be many more 
years of Western Isles Weather. 

Finally, I was invited on to the USA podcast ‘Weather 
Brains’, where a panel of meteorologists sit around 
and chat about the weather. I was delighted to be 
invited to talke about storm chasing and Western 
Isles Weather. If you want to listen, ‘Weather Brains’ 
can be found on the podcast app or on YouTube, 
episode 707. 

Weather
with Richard 

Cooke 
Watch



22

MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Independent Financial 
Advisers

Donald Martin

Succession Wealth,
based within CIB,

63 Kenneth Street, Stornoway. 
HS1 2DS.

(t) 01851 701212
(m) 0784 679 6866

(e) donald.martin@succession-
wealth.co.uk

W E A L T H
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 Primary 1 and 2 Tong School 1953

Back row, L–R: Murdo Thompson 32 
Aird Tong (deceased), Donald Maciver 

27 Aird Tong (deceased), Donald 
Macleod 15 Aird Tong, Kenneth 
Maciver 5 Tong Park, Jim Hodgart 
Hillhead (deceased).

Second row: Alasdair Maciver 12 
Aird Tong, Peter Macdonald Ford 
View (deceased), Marion Maclean 
19b Tong, Catherine Reid Macleod 
1 Ford Terrace, Mary Jessie Smith 
Tong Allotments, Annie Maciver 
21 Aird Tong, Etta Murray 38 
Ghearraidh Ghuirm, Coinneach 
Maciver 27 Aird Tong, Albert 
Thompson Aberdeen.

Third row: Joan Davidson 
Gordonvale Tong, Jessie Maciver 
Leaside Tong, Maureen Mackay 
52 Aird Tong, Ina Smith Tong 
Allotments (deceased), Katie 
Macdonald Ford View, Coleen 
Finlayson 16 Aird Tong, 

Front row: Malcolm Murray Tong 
Schoolhouse, Murdo Maciver 
Milkinghill, Donald Maclean 3 Tong 
Park, Kenneth MacInnes Hillhead 
(deceased), Kenneth Thompson 2 
Tong (deceased), Calum Iain Murray 
5 Tong (deceased).

Mary Jessie (Macintosh) and  
Mary Coinneach Neil Bharrant

 Mrs Alexina Cumming, Upper Coll and Portrona Drive, 
Stornoway and her family, Murdina, Christine and Alex.

Can anyone tell us what year this was?  
Found by the bins at Coll centre in July 2019
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What started off as a simple phone call one night ended up 
with me singing on a huge stage in front of thousands of people 
and a TV audience of millions!

As it turned out, that phone call was one of the most exciting 
calls I’ve ever had. It was from Joy Dunlop, asking if I would 
like to be part of a choir she was putting together to represent 
Scotland at the Eurovision Choir Contest, to be held in Sweden. 
I thought she was joking at first as I didn’t even know such 
a contest existed. She assured me it was for real, so straight 
away I said I would love to be part of it. She didn’t know many 
details at that time, only that we were to be singing in Gaelic 
and I wasn’t to say anything to anyone in case it didn’t happen.

I heard no more for about 3 weeks when an email finally came from Joy 
to tell us that the contest was going to be in Gothenburg on 3 August and 
that we would have to have choir practice in Glasgow once a month until 
the contest. It was a big commitment, but I realised it was probably a once 
in a life time opportunity.

We got the music about two weeks before our first practice. There was 
a lament, which merged into a waulking song, ending with the famous 
Runrig song ‘Alba’, all fantastically arranged by the very talented Sileas 
Sinclair, conductor of Oban Gaelic Choir.

Our first practice in Glasgow was spent learning the music. Even at that 
early stage you could tell it was going to sound amazing once we’d learnt 
it properly. The second day of practice was a different kettle of fish as Joy 
introduced Jade Adamson, who was going to teach us dance movements 
because for the contest we were to be adjudicated on movement, as well 
as singing. This proved to be much more of a challenge (especially for the 
men) as, when singing in our individual Gaelic choirs, we are disciplined 
not to move. Concentrating on singing and moving at the same time was 
therefore a real challenge.

Over the next practices we began to improve. The Lewis contingent decid-
ed that we would meet every Tuesday after work to go over our singing 
and movements. This proved invaluable as when we next met in Glasgow 
we were much more confident. The Lewis members were myself and 
Jonathan Fairgrieve from Còisir Sgir a’ Bhac, and Ronnie Murray (mac Iain 
Dhan), Angus Smith and Nicola Pearson from Lochs Gaelic Choir.

At our last practice in Glasgow we were given our outfits. The men were 
given a kilt in a tartan created exclusively for the event. The colours in 
the tartan are beautiful and we were delighted to find out that we would 
be able to keep them. The women were all given claret-coloured dresses 

that complimented the colour in 
our kilts.

Finally, the date of departure 
arrived. We gathered at Edinburgh 
airport, early on a Thursday morn-
ing. We flew to Oslo in Norway 
and then got a bus to Gothenburg. 
We were shadowed by a TV 
crew, which included two with 
Back connections. Mairi Bheag 
MacLeod (54 Back) and Mike 
Cuthbert (husband of Margaret 
Mary, The Anvil, Vatisker). On 
arriving in Gothenburg we were 
taken straight to the Partille Arena 
where the contest was to be held. 
We had to wait around 30 minutes 
for our rehearsal spot and then 
before we knew it we were on the 
stage! It looked enormous and 
gazing out where the audience 

was going to be made me feel very nervous. After din-
ner we went to a lovely old theatre in Gothenburg to 
meet the other choirs. Every choir had to go on stage, 
sing a song and introduce themselves. It was a lovely 
evening getting to know and hear the other choirs.

Friday was mostly spent at the arena as there was a 
full dress rehearsal. We also had to practise the Abba 
medley, which all the choirs were to sing while waiting 
for the results on the night. We also had to practice our 
second song selection on stage in the event that we got 
through to the final.

Saturday, the day of the contest, arrived. There was 
one more dress rehearsal followed by lunch and a final 
practice. We were all really excited and a bit nervous 
at this stage. Finally, we had our final run through and 
Joy told us to make the most of the experience and, 
more importantly, to enjoy it. The time came for us to 
line up. I was really nervous then and kept saying to 
myself ‘don’t make a mistake and make sure you’re 
moving the same as everyone else’. Then the time 
came for us to go on stage. I will never forget looking 
out to the audience when I reached the stage and see-
ing thousands of people out there watching us along 
with all the lights and the music. Suddenly I felt very 
calm and I said to myself ‘Smaoinich, MacTohan a seinn 
aig Eurovision’. Joy gave us the notes and we started. 
I loved every minute of it. I was bursting with pride 
when we finished, magnified by the huge round of 
applause from the audience. Then John Rutter, one of 
the judges, spoke and praised us on our performance. 
We left the stage happy and emotional, realising what 
we had just done.

Naturally, we were a bit disappointed not to make the 
final three, but the disappointment was short-lived 
as we were actually delighted to have been there 
and proud to have sung a Gaelic song on stage. So, 
we went outside and the choirs that hadn’t made the 
final all sang their second songs. It was a great ceilidh. 
We were then called back on stage when the winner 
was to be announced. After Denmark were given the 
trophy everyone on stage and all the audience sang 
the Abba medley. What a fantastic atmosphere that 
was! Afterwards, all the choirs were invited to an after 
party. I can safely say we all had a brilliant last night 
in Gothenburg.

Finally, I would like to give a great big thank you to 
Joy Dunlop, our fantastic conductor, for asking me to 
sing, and to BBC Alba for making it all happen. It’s an 
experience that will stay with me for the rest of my life.

Murdo (Cloudy) Macleod (Gress)                                             

Eurovision Calling!

Scotland choir on stage 

 Cloudy and Jonathan

Congratulations to the Back FC U18 
team, who retained the Ladywell Cup 
on 29 June, beating Western Thistle 4–2. 
The goal scorers were Ross (Hobbit), 
Jamie Mackinnon, Joel and Euan. Photo 
© Iain James Photos.

Back row L–R: Ross Hall, Calum 
Maclennan, Connor Cunningham, Ewen 
Montgomery, Cailean Linklater, Jamie 
Mackinnon, John A. Bain, Joel Martin, 
Ross (Fungi) Maciver, Stevie Mutch, Ben 
Macmillan, Michael Maciver. 

Front row L–R: David Macrae, Adam Mackinnon, Jamie Macdonald, Euan Anderson, David Anderson, Scott Macleod, 
Ross (Hobbit) Maciver.
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Congratulations to the Back FC U18 
team, who retained the Ladywell Cup 
on 29 June, beating Western Thistle 4–2. 
The goal scorers were Ross (Hobbit), 
Jamie Mackinnon, Joel and Euan. Photo 
© Iain James Photos.

Back row L–R: Ross Hall, Calum 
Maclennan, Connor Cunningham, Ewen 
Montgomery, Cailean Linklater, Jamie 
Mackinnon, John A. Bain, Joel Martin, 
Ross (Fungi) Maciver, Stevie Mutch, Ben 
Macmillan, Michael Maciver. 

Front row L–R: David Macrae, Adam Mackinnon, Jamie Macdonald, Euan Anderson, David Anderson, Scott Macleod, 
Ross (Hobbit) Maciver.

Ladywel l Cup 
Champions 2019

Pictured are the boys from the Back U15 team who 
played in the Nicolson Institute team that won the 
U15 North of Scotland cup in Dingwall in June, 
beating Culloden Academy 4-0 in the final.

L-R: Jamie MacDonald, James Graham, Kyle 
Macleod, David Anderson, Angus MacDonald 
and Tyler Gillies.

North of Scotl and 
Cup Winners

The Lewis & Harris Youth Football 
Association Squad played Inverness 
Caledonian Thistle Football Club U14s at 
Goathill Park on 17th August. 

Back row: Sandy MacDonald (Gress), 
Joel Ferguson (Aird Tong), John MacIver 
(Tolsta), Harry Bray (Aird Tong), David 
Anderson (Back).

Front Row: Euan Murray (Tong), Seumas 
Murray (Vatisker), Keith Bray (Aird Tong), 
Cailean MacDonald (Aird Tong), Tyler 
Gillies (Aird Tong).

Tong to Tolsta 
Wel l Represented
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Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office

20 Kenneth Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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Harvesting
Advantage was taken of the bright sunny 
days this week to get the crops in, and if 
it keeps up the fields will soon be cleared.

Obituary
We record with deep regret the passing of 
Mr Murdo Macleod, 65 Lighthill, at the 
age of 69. Three months prior to his death 
he became ill and went to live with his 
sister Annie. Though small in stature he 
was great in heart and his many friends 
all over the island will remember him as 
a devoted Church member. To his sister 
and niece who lovingly nursed him, sister 
in Guershader, brother John in Coll, and 
sister Margaret in Manitoba, we extend 
heartfelt sympathy. The funeral service 
was conducted by Rev. A. Macleod, and 
took place to Gress Cemetery.

Home From Manitoba
Among those recently home on holiday 
was Mr Angus Murray, Well’s Cottage, 
Lighthill, Back. He left the island 27 years 

ago and settle in Miles City, Montana. 
Accompanied by his wife, a local girl, he 
enjoyed two months’ holiday visiting the 
places and people he knew in his youth.

TONG
Passing of a Popular Young Man
On Sunday, 7th August, the village was 
saddened by news of the untimely death 
of Norman Montgomery, son of Mr and 
Mrs John Montgomery, 18 Tong. The 
news was all the more poignant as he and 
his young wife were expected home on 
holiday about that time. 

“Monty” as he was affectionately known to 
us all, was only ill for a few days. He died 
at his home in London, and, on receipt of 
the sad news, his father and uncle Murdo 
travelled to London to take the remains 
home. He is now at rest in God’s acre at 
Gress. Accompanying his remains, togeth-
er with his father and uncle, were his young 
widow, his sister Margaret Mary (Mrs 
Burr) and brother Kenneth.

“Monty” had a gruelling time of it on 
destroyers from September, 1939, until 
hostilities ceased. He met with many 
harrowing experiences and, although he 
escaped with a whole skin, his experi-
ences no doubt contributed towards his 
early death. Since demobilisation he was 
employed as a painter, latterly in London. 
In January 1948, he married Miss Mary 
Gunn, of South Galson, and since their 
home in London has been the rendezvous 
for many Lewis people resident in the 
Metropolis or passing through. A warm 
welcome was always assured.

“Monty” was a favourite with old and 
young and it is hard to realise that we will 
no more hear his cheerful greeting or see 
his sprightly figure passing along the road.

To his sorrowing young widow, parents 
and family in general, we tender our 
deep sympathy and submit them to the 
care of Him who alone can soothe their 
wounds and “out of the strong bring forth 
sweetness”.

Back in Time September 1949

 Back Bowling Club 
AGM

   Monday 30 September, 7.30pm 
Coll Centre

Note: if you wish to play this year, it is
highly recommended that you attend.
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 Daisy MacDonald 2:1 BA(Hons) 
Communication Design - Illustration

Graduates   
2019

Isabelle Bain First Class Honours in 
Law with French Language LLB

Jane MacInnes First Class Honours BSc  
Immunology and Pharmacology

 Tearlach Barden 2:1 BSc Biology Sarah Macleod BA(Hons) Social Work Rachel Kennedy MA Learning and  
Teaching (Gaelic Arts)

 Katie Macdonald BA Art

Malcolm Macleod Master with  
merit International Business with 

Modern Languages
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts, Tours

Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams  ●  Spectacles  ●  Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                 700808
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It has been a pleasure to be in the com-
pany of Peggy Morrison from Detroit 
over the last couple of months. Born and 
brought up in Detroit, she was a familiar 
face in our district over many years. 

Peggy first came here as a 2-year-
old, spent a year as a teenager at the 
Nicolson Institute (1947–48) and visited 
here most years of her early adult life.

Everyone knew her as Peigi Ulaigean. 
Ulaigean, her father, and Agnes Chalum 
Iseabail, her mother, had their roots in 
Coll. They made a life for themselves 
in America as many others did but 
brought their family up to be aware of 
where their roots were. 

Peigi recalls the ‘boys’ of the time: 
the late ‘Jock’ Maclennan, the late 
Seòras Spàigean and others of that sadly 
depleted generation.

Survivors remember the time she ‘came 
home’ with a huge white American car 
and how they all enjoyed travelling 
around the island in it. All the way 
across the Atlantic and then the Minch, 
on the old Loch Seaforth. Calum Dan 
a’Pheel remembers himself and her late 
brother Billy attracting strange looks 
as they went for drives in this huge car. 
This was a time when hardly anybody 
here had a car, where such a wide car 
would take up the width of rathad an 
Rìgh and be struggling on some of the 
other narrow untarred ones. 

Peggy later married Calum Morrison 
from Bragar. His aunt was the Back 
Schoolmaster’s wife (Mrs Matheson).

She took many photos on these trips 

and has spent some time recently 
at the Comunn Eachdraidh scan-
ning and identifying photos, going 
back to the 1950s, and even ear-
lier. Readers might recall Murdo 
Stal and myself showing some of 
these photos to full houses in Back 
School and Tong Hall 11 years ago. 

On a personal note I was moved 
to see a short clip of a cine film she 
took at my parents’ wedding in 
Bragar Tigh Choinneamh. She still 
remembers the wedding in the 
tigh dubh.  

Peggy kept up her contacts over the 
years and has a mine of information 
about Coll, Back and Gress, and photos 
to go with them that very few others 
have.

On the other side of the ocean she 
knew life in a Lewis community in 
Detroit. She knew the other families in 
the Lewis Society of Detroit. She saw 
it as an active organisation. She also 
saw its demise as the older generation 
passed away and the younger gen-
eration were young Americans not old 
Scots. There are now very few left. 

The Free Church, which was once sus-
tained by islanders, has to rely on 
followers from other cultures and tra-
ditions. Peggy remembers the contri-
butions made by ministers such as 
the late Rev. Murdo Macritchie, Mac 
Thormoid Mhurchaidh Òig, and the late 
Rev. Jack Macleod.

None of the former islanders stays in 
the middle of Detroit. Any who did 

left by the time of the race riots of 
the 1960s. Peggy knew where they 
all stayed. I remember her point-
ing out where different people had 
stayed. I cannot think of anyone 
else with her knowledge of a past 
life and lifestyle. 

Peggy remembers people in this dis-
trict who are the forefathers of the 
present generation, better than most 
of us born and brought up here. She 
knew I was related to her, when I 
didn’t myself. All I knew was Aonghas 
Dhomhnaill a Geasdar, 14 Upper Coll, 
telling me, as a boy, of the parcels he 
used to get from Agnes Chalum Iseabail. 
I had no idea who she was. I now know 
she was my grandfather’s first cousin. 

She knew all the Càirdean while liv-
ing on the other side of the Atlantic. 
I didn’t know them and I was editor 
of the Stornoway Gazette when she met 
me and told me exactly how we were 
related.

It has been a bitter sweet trip for Peggy. 
So many of those who were near and 
dear to her are no longer here. She has 
lost her husband Calum since her last 
visit. The Coll, Back and Gress of her 
youth and early adulthood has gone to 
be replaced by new generations whose 
lives are far removed from the district 
she knew. No running water, no elec-
tricity, no television and untarred roads. 

Peggy lives in the present but remem-
bers our past better than many of us 
do. It might do us good to reflect on 
the district of old. We don’t know who 

we are unless we under-
stand who and what we 
have come from. 

It has been a pleasure to 
be taken back to other 
times. We wish Peggy a 
pleasant trip back across 
the water and hope she 
continues to add to our 
knowledge of our own 
area. We await more 
from her archives which 
we can share in LATN 
and in the Comunn 
Eachdraidh. 

Coinneach aig Baile

 Kenny and Peggy August 2019

The American car 
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We are the Champions!

Back row, L–R: Seumas (Bomie) Macarthur 
(manager), Jamie Mackinnon (Tong), Calum 

Maclennan (Gress), Chris Mackay (Coll), Neil 
Morrison (Back), Lewis Mackenzie (Vatisker), 

Louie Macdonald (Coll), Connor Mackay 
(Coll), Jason Macleod (Tong), Campbell 

Macdonald (Coll), Donald Macdonald (Dano) 
(manager).

Front row, L–R: Scott Macleod (Back), Craig 
Macleod (Gress), Euan Anderson (Back), Ross 

Hall (Tolsta), Chris Mackay (Coll), Stevie 
Mutch (Tong), Ross Maciver (Vatisker), James 

Macleod (Back).

Congratulations to Back FC, who took home the Eilean an Fhraoich cup on 2 
August, the first time they’ve won it since 2003. Two first-half goals, the first 
from Euan Anderson and the second from Stevie Mutch (and a cracker it was 
too), secured the 2–0 victory over Broad Bay rivals Point. Man of the Match 
went to defender Ross Hall (shown left), who played in the team the last time 
they won the cup 16 years ago! The 2020 final is due to be played at Upper 
Coll. Let’s hope Back can reach the dizzy heights of victory again, this time 
on their home turf.

The LATN-sponsored Back 
FC player of the month for 
June/July was awarded to 
Euan Anderson. 

It was a hard-fought victory 
for the youngster, but he 
just pipped the others to the 
post based on all the goals 
he’s scored recently, not 
least of which was the one 
he scored in the Eilean an 
Fraoich cup final! 

Pl ayer of 
the Month

Huge thanks to Tong Grazing for the 
monies given to purchase the flowers for 
pots at Tong Crossroads. They really do 
brighten up the entrance to the village.

Material for publication in the OCTOBER issue of Loch a 
Tuath News must be in before MONDAY 16 SEPTEMBER 2019

Bloomin 
Marvel lous!


