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Welcome to the October 2019 
issue of LATN. This is the second 
October issue I’ve put together in 
my tenure as Editor, and I have 
to say it’s the hardest of the entire year to 
put together. I remember nearly tearing 
my hair out last year over it, and the same 
can be said of this year. I think it’s down 
to the combination of the September issue 
being pretty easy to fill after the extended 
summer break and the fact that September 
is a shorter month, so the issue has barely 
hit the shelves when we are trying to put 
together the October one. It’s quite a task. 
We were pretty short of material this month, 
so a lot of messages went out for help, and I 
extend my thanks to those that responded. 
Please do send us what you can —we really 
do try hard but we can’t do it without you, 
so please get in touch with any ideas for 
articles (note: we are still looking for some-
one to try a new ‘Nature’s Diary’ column!).

On that note, we welcome Helen Macaulay 
(proprietor of Stitch in the Ditch) as the 
new Tong correspondent. Please help her 
out by sending her all your village news 
(helenmacaulay5@gmail.com), or why not 
call into the shop for a coffee and a natter 
with her? I’m sure she’d love to see you. We 
are very thankful to Helen for volunteering 
her time in this role.

Tong Recreation Association had to hold 
an Emergency General Meeting on 24 
September due to a lack of volunteers to 
help out with various things around the 
village, and we here at LATN were dis-
appointed not to see anyone new at our 
recent AGM or to volunteer for our com-
mittee. Someone else recently remarked 
to me in passing that it was a shame Sgire 
a’ Bhac didn’t hold one, large community 
bonfire each year like we used to have at 
the old dock many moons ago, rather 
than having a multitude of parties and 
fireworks over many evenings, which can 
be difficult and distressing for those with 
young children and pets. 

I’m sure it’s a similar story across many 
community organisations. It’s really hard 

(and getting increas-
ingly harder) to get 
people together. We 
have to work at com-
munity spirit and try 
and give up even just a 
wee portion of our pre-
cious time to helping 
out and being nice to 
one another. That’s why 
it was so nice to see the 

effort that went into the Gress 100 event, 
and special mention to Coinneach, who 
wrote his column while on holiday and to 
Euan Macleod on his SFA awards (see p.23). 
We can’t and shouldn’t continue to rely on 
the same people to do everything. It’s not 
sustainable. Even if you can only give up 
an hour of your time once a month, I would 
encourage you do it for whatever organisa-
tion piques your interest.  

On a happier note, we have some further 
news here at LATN HQ. We have bought 
the domain www.lochatuathnews.com and 
are in the process of building our website 
(another person volunteering some time)! 
While we will continue to prioritise our 
social media pages to reach out to people 
and keep you updated with all the latest 
news, etc., the initial aim for the website 
is to have a place that people can visit and 
see what we’re all about. More exciting, 
perhaps, is the fact that we are going to 
start scanning old back issues volume-by-
volume for download free from the site, 
right from Volume 1! This is a huge task 
and it will take some time to get organised, 
but we have already started work. We will 
keep you updated with progress and, of 
course, inform you once the website is 
‘live’, which I hope will be before we put 
ourselves forward for the media awards 
again at the end of the year. 

So let’s hear it for all the volunteers out 
there. I wasn’t sure what I was going to 
write about when I sat down to write this 
month’s Failte, but there you have it! See 
you next month.

Jayne 

 www.facebook.com/LochaTuathNews

 @lochatuathnews

 instagram.com/lochatuathnews

Cover image courtesy Magz Macleod
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Back:
	Anne Ramsay (7 Back, 820384)
	Iain Murray (9 Back, 820296, 
imurray3809@gmail.com)

Vatisker:
	Katy Graham (5 Catherine Hill, 
katygraham_96@hotmail.co.uk)
Coll:
	Ishbal MacLean (42b Coll,
820503, w.maclean@sky.com)
Gress:
  Donalda Murray (21 Gress, 820225,  
jockmurray.t21@btinternet.com)
	Ishbel Macdonald (31 Gress, 
820392)
Tong:
	Helen Macaulay (Stitch in the 
Ditch; helenmacaulay5@gmail.com)

Upper Coll:
	Joan Maclean (50 Upper Coll, 
820581, joanmac50@hotmail.co.uk)
	Louise Reeves (Upper Coll, 
820713, lreeves1a@googlemail.com)

The views expressed in the 
Loch a Tuath News by named 
individuals, unless otherwise 
stated, are not necessarily 
endorsed by the LATN Editorial 
committee.

Submit an article or a photograph to the Loch a Tuath News by post (Loch a Tuath News, 
School Road, Vatisker, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JY) or by email (latneditor2@outlook.com). 
Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. We are now able to scan pho-
tos and documents at the office. Please contact the editor to make an appointment. If 
you need to have an article typed, please contact the secretary.

Missed any issues? If you would like a copy of any Loch a Tuath News sent to you, 
then please get in touch with Ishbal Maclean, 42b Coll, Back, tel: 01851 820503 and en-
close £3.40 to cover cost and postage.

We need you to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of 
the community. Please get in touch with your local correspondents, who give their free 
time each month to collate all the news items. They are the ‘eyes and ears’ of the district, 
but they need your help. See the contact details on this page. Thanks!
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Back
Wedding Bells
Wedding bells rang again in Back this sum-
mer, this time to celebrate the marriage of 
Amy Robyn Stewart (nighean Rosalind 
and Kenny, 15 New Street) to Christopher 
Ronald Cowles (Strathaven). The wedding 
was held in the Town Hall in Stornoway 
on 30 August (see p.29).

Get Well Wishes/70th Birthday
Get well wishes go to Duncan (Suggan) 
Maclean, who is recovering from further 
shoulder surgery at home in Back. Back FC 
missed the stalwart supporter at the side-
lines of the last few games of the season. 
We wish him a speedy recovery. Duncan’s 
grandsons Angus and George would also 
like to wish their Shen a very happy 70th 
birthday (19 September).

New Coastguard Volunteer
Louise Maclean, formerly Campbell (37 
Back), completed her 80 hours training with 
The coastguards and is the most recent per-
son to join the coastguards on call as a vol-
unteer. Well done Louise. Louise’s wedding 
to Iain Maclean on 26 July was recorded 
in last month’s column and her wedding 
photo appears in this issue on p.29. A busy 
time for the young couple!

Vatisker
Bereavement
It is with much regret that we record the 
passing of Karen MacDonald, 7 Vatisker, 
on 28 August aged 45 years. In their sore 
bereavement we extend our sympathy to 
her young sons, Murray, Scott, Connor 
and Kyle, to her sister Lorraine and to the 
wider family circle. An extended tribute to 
Karen will follow in the next edition of the 
magazine.

New Baby
Gill and Colin Thompson (Taigh na Caladh, 
22c) have a new grandson, Milo Oswald 
Thompson, born in London on 15 August, 
weighing 7lb 8oz. This is their sixth grand-
son (two living in Devon, two in London 
and two here in Lewis).

New Driver
Congratulations to Hannah Macleod (31A) 
on passing her driving test on 13 September. 
Well done Hannah! Safe driving.

New Business
Stephen Macdonald (mac Kareen nighean 
Dolina agus Lobo) has recently taken over 
the lease of the garage at Gordon's fore-
court. Steven's business is Brevik Marine 
Services Ltd, and he will be focusing on 
marine engineering and hydraulics. The 
garage's opening hours are 9–5, Monday–
Friday. For out-of-hours appointments/
work calls, phone 07876721154.

Coll
Get Well Wishes
Our best wishes to two neighbours who 
at the time of writing are in the Western 
Isles Hospital: Georgina Gribbon (Shordag 
Wallace, 74 Coll) and John Murdo Maclean 
(Mac a’ Clarke, 75 Coll). We do wish you 
both a speedy recovery and hope that you 
are both home soon. 

Gress
Family Reunion
At Aviemore recently, a week-long reunion 
of the Macleod family from 34 Gress took 
place. Included were all six of the late 
Norman ‘Tohan’ and Catriona Macleod’s 
children and their respective families from 
far and wide. Their oldest son Iain and 
his wife Mary came all the way from 
Christchurch in New Zealand to be there. 
In total, there were 36 persons of all ages, 
with quite a number of children, the young-
est being just under 1 year old. The week-
long get together was later continued at 
the celebrations in Gress to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the Gress Land Raids (see p. 
6 for a full report on Gress 100).

Old Photos?
Comann Eachdraidh Sgire a' Bhac had 
a request to their Facebook page from 
Catriona Saxon asking if anyone had 
any photos of her family from 17 Gress. 
Catriona's father was Angus Ferguson, 
son of Evander Ferguson. Can any readers 
help? Please email the Editor (latnedi-
tor2@outlook.com) or contact CEBac 
directly (details on p. 9)

Tong
Sixty Years Married
The Diamond Wedding Anniversary of 
Evander Macleod, 23 Vatisker (Iomhar a' 
Choilein) and Christina Macleod, 12 Gress 
(Chirsty Mairead Aonghais Cheanaidh) was 
recently celebrated with family at their home 
at 2 Morrison Terrace, Tong. They were mar-
ried on 26 August 1959, at Back Free Church, 
by Rev. Murdo Macaulay. The reception that 
followed was held in Stornoway Town Hall. 
The best man was the bride's brother Murdo 
Macleod (Murdigan Aonghais Cheanaidh) 
and the bridesmaids were the groom's sis-
ter Catherine Ann Macleod (Katie Ann a' 
Choilein), Isabella Gunn (Iseabail Ghurais) and 
Peggy Maciver (Peigi Ullaigein) Iomhar also 
celebrated another major milestone recently 
when, at the end of June, he enjoyed his 90th 
birthday with family and friends. We extend 
our congratulations and good wishes to 
Iomhar and Chirsty Mairead on their very 
special anniversary.

Graduation
Congratulations to Ben Macmillan, who 
has graduated in HNC Engineering. Ben is 

the son of Yvonne and Donnie Macmillan 
and grandson of Brian and Mary John 
Macleod. Ben is now furthering his studies 
at the Nautical College in Glasgow.

Get Well Wishes
Get well wishes are extended to Annie 
Mary Macdonald (Acarsaid, 15b Aird 
Tong) and Kenneth Maclennan (36 Aird 
Tong). Both have recently been in hospital. 
Get well wishes also go to Joan Macritchie 
(Hollowbank) as she recovers from a broken 
ankle.

New Residents
We welcome Shaun Macdonald and Rona 
Morrison to our community, who have 
recently relocated from Parkend and have 
moved into no. 6 Aird Tong. 

Thank You
Thank you to all who took part and donat-
ed to the llamas and scarecrows over the 
summer. A total of £265 was raised.

Hall Refurbishment
Tong Community Hall has recently seen 
some refurbishment, with a complete 
overhaul of the back room. With other 
refurbishment work planned inside and 
out, the continued support of the commu-
nity is much appreciated.

Volunteers Needed
Volunteers are needed to help with 
October village clear up on the 26th. Please 
get in touch with TRA chairman Kenneth 
Macphail if you are available and for more 
information.

Upper Coll
Graduation
Congratulations to Caitlin Maureen 
Drake, who recently graduated from the 
Ontario College of Art and Design with 
a Bachelors degree in Graphic Design. 
Caitlin’s grandparents are Dollan and Katie 
Ann MacRitchie, who reside at 7 Upper 
Coll. Caitlin plans to come to Upper Coll 
in October to spend some time with them.

Baby News
Yet two more additions to our Upper Coll 
family. 

Congratulations to Lauren and Jamie 
Maciver on the birth of their baby Samuel, 
a little brother for Alfie. Samuel was born 
on Friday 30 August. Samuel is a second 

As Na 
Bailtean
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Baby Samuel and big brother Alfie 
Maciver (Upper Coll) 

 Milo Oswald Thompson (Vatisker)

Dancing friends Kara Campbell and Lilia 
Macdonald (Upper Coll) 

Dancing Girls

Macleod family reunion (Gress) 

Wedd
ing

New Babie
s

 Caitlin Maureen Drake (Upper 
Coll)

Graduates

Ben Macmillan (Tong) 

As na 
Bai ltean 
Pictures

Family Reunion

DiamondWedding!

 Mr and Mrs Macleod 
celebrated their Diamond 
Anniversary on 26 August 
2019 (Tong)

 Evander and Christina Macleod on 
their wedding day in 1959
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grandson for Kathleen and Norman 
Maciver, Upper Coll.

Congratulations are also due to 
Andrew and Marianne Macaulay who 
had a little girl, Iris Grace, on Thursday 
29 August, a little sister for Orla and a 
second grandchild for Iain and Anne 
Macaulay, Upper Coll. 

We send our warmest wishes to you 
all and wish you happy fun times with 
your little ones. 

Bereavement
We offer our most sincere condolences 
to Catriona, Iain, Murdo and Calum 
and the extended family, on the pass-
ing of their dear Mum, Angusina 
(Angus) Mackay who passed away on 
23 August, aged 94. She will be sorely 
missed by everyone in the community. 

Get Well Wishes
We send our warmest wishes to Mairi 
Martin following her fall. Following 
surgery on a fractured leg, Mairi is 
recovering at home. We hope you will 
soon be back to full mobility. 

Upper Coll Dancing Girls

Dancing friends Lilia MacDonald 
(Holburn, 61A) and Kara Campbell 
(Miramar, 40B) had a successful day 
at the Sharon Mackinnon Festival in 
August. Lilia won the Beginner 8yrs 
Overall National Trophy and the 
Overall MacKinnon Beginner. Kara 
won her first trophy, the Beginners 8yrs 
Overall Highland Trophy. The girls 
attend the Sharon Mackinnon School of 
Highland Dancing. 

Well done girls, what a fantastic 
achievement. Happy dancing times to 
you both.

WHAT'S ON?
2019-20

    ------  ---------  ------  
3 OCTOBER

Community Council Public 
Meeting (Arnish Project), The 

Hut, 7.45pm

------  ---------  ------ 
26 OCTOBER

Tong Autumn Village Clean-Up

------  ---------  ------  
1 NOVEMBER

Tong Village Halloween Party

------  ---------  ------  
8 NOVEMBER

CeBac Lecture by Ian QUigley on 
Vatisker

------  ---------  ------  
9 NOVEMBER

Tong Village Bonfire & 
Fireworks

------  ---------  ------  
22 NOVEMBER

GAISGICH SGÌRE A’ BHAC LAUNCH 
(TBC)

------  ---------  ------  
26 NOVEMBER

Tong Recreation Association 
AGM

----  ---------  ------  
30 NOVEMBER

Christmas Craft and Charity 
Fayre (Coll centre)

----  ---------  ------  
7 DECEMBER

Santa’s Grotto, The Hut, 2–4pm

----  ---------  ------  
24 DECEMBER

Santa Visit at Gordon’s, 6pm

----  ---------  ------  
28 DECEMBER

Back FRC Annual Christmas 
Dinner, Caladh Hotel, 7pm

----  ---------  ------  
JANUARY (DAY TBC)
CeBac lecture by Iain 

Mackinnon on the history of 
Back Free Church

----  ---------  ------  
11 JANUARY

Tong Senior Citizens Christmas 
lunch 

Peggy Morrison (Peigi 
Ulaigean), Detroit and 
Coll, recently attend-
ed a special gather-
ing in the Breasclete 
Community Centre, 
where she returned 
a special stone she 
had been given 60 
years ago to the local 
Comann Eachdraidh.

She had been gifted 
the stone by the late 

Jane Mackenzie (Sìne 
Chalanais), who had 

looked after her elderly grandparents at 36 Coll (Calum Iseabail ‘s a 
bhean) in their later years.

Jane had worked away from the island for many years, in places as far 
apart as California and Edinburgh. It was when she retired in Edinburgh 
she came to Coll and where Peggy met her as a girl during her frequent 
visits. Jane gave Peggy the stone, which she had had for many years and 
which had been found on her family’s croft at 27 Callanish, just beside 
the famous stone circle. 

Peggy has treasured the stone and the memories associated with it, but 
felt it should now be returned to the community to which it belonged. 

She was delighted that among those present was a nephew of Sìne 
Chalanais, Iain Mackenzie, who still stays at 27 Callanish, who she 
hadn’t met since 1959, when as a young boy he used to visit his aunt 
in Coll. His sister-in-law Cathie Morrison brought two stones that had 
also been found at 27 Callanish to the gathering. Iain explained that 
when his father found several stones many years ago he had sent them 
to Edinburgh, as there was no local place for them

Chairman Kenny Maclennan voiced his gratitude for Peggy’s generosity 
in wishing the stone to be returned to where it had been found all these 
years ago. 

Callanish Stone Returned

 Iain, Peggy and Kenny

Graduates
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It was a day 100 years in the 
making. The centenary com-
memoration of the beginning 
of the Gress Land Raids began 
with a formal ceremony, held 
beside the memorial cairn 
to the Land Raiders at Gress 
Bridge. With prayers by Rev. 
Kenny Ferguson and Rev. 
Mark Macleod, an address by 
Donald Graham (‘Puffet’, Mac 
a’ Phrem), a recitation by Eva 
Graham (nighean Puffet agus 
Donna Graham) of the words 
spoken by Alan Martin in 
response to Lord Leverhulme 
during the historic public meeting between the Landowner and the 
Raiders at Gress Bridge, and community psalm singing led by Mr 
Iain Mackinnon, the air was filled with a sense of expectation and 
excitement as the pipers, David Maclennan and Euan Cowan, led 
the villagers and visitors from the cairn, across the bridge and back 
into the village of Gress to the machair, to replicate the taking of the 
farmlands from Lord Leverhulme in 1919.

Much has been written about the events of 1919. The 100th anni-
versary was one that struck a chord with many people, resulting 
in a large number of visitors coming home especially for the occa-
sion. Iain Macleod (mac Tohan from 34 Gress), Joby (Mac Mhurchadh 
Chalum), the MacKerracher family, Sheila and Eilidh Mackenzie, 
Lisa and Regis Philippe, along with Emma and Lewis, to name but 
a few of those who made the journey ‘home’ to Gress. 

There was a palpable sense of anticipation in the village in the weeks 
leading up to the celebration, which intensified when marquees 
were erected on the machair at the beginning of the week. These had 
been offered to the village by the West Side Agricultural Association. 
There was some concern about the forecast, but all the tents were tied 
down as securely as possible. There is a true saying about the best 
laid plans of mice and men…and things did go ‘agly’ when storm 
force winds blew up, resulting in damage to one of the marquees. 
It was a situation that needed immediate attention, and turned into 
a defining moment in the lore of Gress when everyone who could 

rushed to the machair to 
help secure the tent. 

Gress Angling Association 
came to the rescue the fol-
lowing day, with the offer 
of a replacement marquee, 
which members of the 
association erected on site 
in time for the party on the 
machair. That spirit of gen-
erosity was also reflected 
in the offers of assistance 
from various building 
firms who provided toilet 
facilities, outdoor flood-
lighting, generators and 
from others who supplied 
PA systems, staging facili-
ties, tables, chairs and inte-
rior lighting. Others gave 

of their time and resources in delivering the seat-
ing, in decorating the marquees, in setting up the 
outdoor kitchen and barbecues. 

After a week of torrential rain and damaging 
winds, it was the perfect day. Dry conditions, with 
enough of a breeze to keep the dreaded midges 
away. As usual, the community of Gress outdid 
themselves when it came to the provision of 
food. Soups, sandwiches, seafood, cakes, cookies, 
chocolates, rolls, pastries—there was more than 
sufficient to feed all who attended. For those who 
were unable to drive or walk down, Mairi Murray 
(nighean Kipper) was on hand to provide transport 
with a free taxi service.

A collection taken on the day will go towards 
replacing the damaged marquee lent by the West 
Side Agricultural Association, and, with more 
fundraising events planned, it is hoped that 
Gress Village will soon have its own marquee for 
future community events, thanks to the generos-
ity of all those who donated over £2437.

With a slideshow presentation of old village 
photographs, and a video presentation hosted by 
Mairi a’ Phrem and Coinneach Smith of Comann 
Eachdraidh Sgire a’ Bhac, music, singing and 
dancing on the machair at sunset, with old and 
new friends meeting up, with a bonfire and fire-
works, it was the machair party to end all parties 
and an event that truly brought an entire com-
munity together. 

Those who were tasked with organising the event 
would like to offer grateful thanks to the following 
for their generosity, and their assistance: Western 
Isles Lottery; Cal Max; John Murray Builders; 
John Maciver and Sons Ltd; Gress Angling 
Association; Rev. Kenny Ferguson; Rev. Mark 
Macleod; West Side Agricultural Association; 
Donald Macdonald; Comann Eachdraidh Sgire 
a’ Bhac’ Taigh Dhonnachaidh; Ewan Cowan; 
David Maclennan; Floor to Floor Ltd; Andrew 
Macleod; Dolan; Alex Murdo Macleod; Coll 
Centre; David Morrison (Isles FM); Mairi Murray 
(nighean Kipper); Angus at Quick Cabs.

Thanks to Magz Macleod for use of the photos.

Gress 100
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NORRIE'S GARAGE
 Cars and Commercial Servicing and Repairs 

 MOT  Tyres 

 Wheel Alignment & Wheel Balancing 

 Large Stock of Truck and Trailer Parts 

TEL: 01851 705398
Email: info@norriesgarage.co.uk

43 BELLS ROAD, STORNOWAY

ISLE OF LEWIS HS1 2RL

GOOD RANGE OF 
TYRES IN STOCK
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What drives a man to spend more than a decade researching the 
history of a village over 200 miles from his home?

Is it obsession or intrigue? Is it a sense of belonging or even a 
desire to belong? An unquenchable thirst for knowledge or just 
pure and simple enjoyment? Some have even suggested a touch 
of insanity! In reality, I can probably relate a bit to all of those. 
But really it’s about gratitude and admiration for generations 
of Vatisker residents whose determination and resilience are 
the reasons we persist today. They were incredible people who 
struggled against forces they simply could not compete against. 
And they did so with dignity, evolving a sense of community 
that I believe continues to this day. Their story deserves to be 
told and preserved and I am extremely proud that I can call 
some of them my ancestors. 

I started my genealogical journey just over 10 years ago and 
having mapped out my grandmother's family tree I turned my 
attention to my grandfather. His name was William Macdonald 
and he was born and raised at 3 Vatisker. 

I began to journey through the generations and soon I had a 
bunch of names and dates on a page. I quickly realised that 
genealogy was not enough. I hungered for historical context 
about what life was like in Vatisker, the Isle of Lewis and the 
wider world around the time each of my ancestors were alive. 
So I began to read, but there wasn't a great deal of written infor-
mation around about the Back district at that point. I do clearly 
remember opening the old Croft History of Vatisker, written back 
in the 1980s and being amazed to see the names of my ancestors 
there. It was only snippets of information but it was all I had to 
connect me to them at that time. To understand my ancestors I 

had to understand their environment. 
And so the project was born. It very 
quickly grew arms and legs and I found 
myself spending days on end in Register 
House and the National Library of Scotland in Edinburgh. And 
then many more days writing up my findings.

However, for me, my research is still lacking. The data from 
official sources are detailed and no doubt the analysis of these 
data has provided valuable insight. I have some snippets from 
other sources that give a bit of life to those facts. But there is so 
much I still don't know or understand. 

For those of us with Vatisker roots this is a great opportunity 
for us to preserve the memory of our ancestors for our future 
generations. I would love to gather your own recollections or 
details of stories that have been passed down the generations. 
Do you have some old photos or documents that we could copy 
and reference? Anything that can help us build the picture of life 
back in pre-1920s Vatisker. 

On 8 November I will be presenting one of Comann Eachdraidh 
Sgire a' Bhac's winter lectures. I would love to tell you all about 
the project so far and how you can get involved. 

We hope to publish a book on the village and its people. When 
completed, my work will be donated to Comann Eachdraidh 
Sgire a Bhac. Any proceeds will go towards the work of the 
society in preserving the history of the district. I hope to see you 
in November.

Ian Quigley

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac – Back Historical 
Society Update

Back Community Council is holding a public meeting on 
3 October in The Hut to discuss the involvement of the 
Community Council in an exciting project, with a long-
term aim of generating some funds for the benefit of the 
community.

Kathleen Macdonald, who is Manager of Outer Hebrides 
Community Energy, will be there to explain about the 
Arnish Project, a community owned renewable energy 
scheme. The project is open to community groups in the 
Stornoway Trust area and Back Community council have 
expressed an interest in being a part of this. Also there 
will be Hector Morrison from Third Sector Hebrides, who 
advises local communities about the steps they need to 
take to participate in such enterprises.

This could be a very exciting opportunity for our commu-
nity but we’ll need participation from people in the area 
if we want be involved in the project. Everyone is encour-
aged to come along and find out more about the project 
and let us know what they think.

We look forward to seeing you at The Hut on Thursday 3 
October.

Community Council Update Back FRC Dates for your diary:

Island Archers  Weds 7-9pm £8 adult £4 junior
Fitness Classes Tuesdays 7–8pm or Thursdays 

9.30–10.30am
Beginners Bowls Fridays 1–2.30pm £1

Back Art Together Saturday 19th October, 
10.30am (TBC)

Rainy Day Bike 
Club

Thursday 24 October 12–3pm

Yoga Will be back after the October 
Holidays

Christmas Craft 
and Charity Fayre

Saturday 30th November

Back FRC Annual 
Christmas Dinner

Saturday 28 December, Caladh 
Hotel, 7pm, contact Terri or AJ 
for tickets (£23 pp)

Gym inductions Various dates: please check 
online

If you’d like to find out more about any of the 
activities happening at Back FC and Rec. Club please 

contact Terri on 01851 820745 or visit our website 
www.backfrc.org.uk
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Unihoc Competition

Well done to all our pupils who participated in the Unihoc competition. They didn't 
make it through to Finals Night but all of them really enjoyed themselves and 
played well for the school.

Unihoc 

Sgoil a’ Bhac

Roving Reporters
Sarah, Martin, Emma, Hannah, Layla and Arran 
have all contributed to this month’s issue. Well 
done!

Sgoil Àraich 
The youngest children in the school 
are delighted with their exciting new 
outdoor area. The photographs show 
the fun and adventures they are having! 
We wish to say a big thank you to Breedon 
Hebrides for developing the area and to all who 
donated pallets and pipes. The children pull on 
their waterproofs and get creative in the mud kitchens!

New Pupil Council
Our new pupil council members are Eilidh, Joshua, Mia, 
Calum, Cailean, Layla, Ethan and Michael. Some of our 
representatives share their thoughts on their new respon-
sibilities:

Is caomh leam a’bhi air Comhairle na Sgoile. (Mia, GM4).

I felt great to be elected for Pupil Council because I want 
to help the school (Layla, P5).

I feel enlightened to be chairman of Pupil Council so I can 
benefit the school (Michael, P7).

Macmillan Coffee Morning 
P6/7 are busy preparing for the 

school’s annual Macmillan Coffee 

Tong School
 Newly elected members of the Pupil Council 2019 to 2020

 Older pupils helping to 
bring the outdoor area to life

Lucy's 
excellent 

design and 
the finished 

product
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Morning to be held on Friday, 27 
September. Look out for a report on 
the event in next month’s issue!

New House and Vice Captains
New house captains and vice 
captains have been selected for 
this school year. Joanna (P7) and 
Matthew (P7) represent the Seals, in 
the Starfish house we have Jonathan 
(P7) and Johan (P6), Arran (P7) and Amelia (P6) take the 
lead for the Dolphins and the Otters house have David 
(P7) and Michael (P7). We hope our new team leaders 
enjoy helping and encouraging their peers. 

GM1-4
Tha sinn air a bhith ag ionnsachadh mu dheidhinn ‘Mo 
bhodhaig’ ann an Clas 1-4. Chruthaich sinn sgamhan le 
bailiùnaichean agus stràbhan. Cuideachd, dh’ionnsaich 
sinn mu dheidhinn ar cnàmhan, fuil agus fèithean.

Le Lylya, Clas 4.

Rights Respecting Schools
We have been awarded a bronze 
award as a Rights Respecting School 
for UNICEF. 

You will see Riley Rights, our school 
mascot, in the photograph with 
Abigail and David. Lucy, a former P7 
pupil, designed Riley and the talented 

ladies from ‘Stitch in the Ditch’ created a per-
fect match! Abigail and David’s lovely stories about Riley 
are featured below:

Riley Rights
Riley is an expressive and kind owl. His eyes glow. He 
is happy if you try your best. Riley loves good things. 
People being rude would make Riley sad.

David, P2

Riley Rights
Riley is a great and friendly owl. He is happy if you are 

kind. Riley is upset if we hurt him. I 
love Riley the owl. Riley is happy if 
you are happy.

Abigail, P2

IT Equipment Contribution Appeal

The pupils, parents and staff at Tong 
Primary School are trying to raise 
funds to buy new IT equipment for 
the school. If any local business would 
like to contribute to our appeal, we 
would be delighted to accept your 
help.  Thank you for giving this some 
consideration.

 Tha mi trang

 Seall seo

YMI

The pupils in P5–7 are fortunate 
as they choose an instrument 
to learn in school. We have the 
choice of guitar, fiddle, recorder, 
chanter or a brass instrument.

Our pupils are enjoying their tui-
tion and Layla has shared a mne-
monic for learning the strings on 
the guitar:

Every
Angry

Donkey
Gets
Big

Ears.

Emma has shared a mnemonic for 
learning the strings on a fiddle:

Giant
Dogs

Always 
Eat.

 Here I come! David and Abigail with Riley Rights 
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On 30 of June this year US President Donald Trump met the leader of 
North Korea, Kim Jong-un, at the border area between North and South 
Korea, known as the De-militarised Zone (DMZ). This is one of the most 
heavily fortified borders in the world, between two nations technically 
still at war. This latest meeting reminded me of a journey I made myself 
up to their historic meeting place some 39 years ago.

During my service in the Army I was posted for 2 years over to Hong 
Kong between 1980 and 1982. While there, I volunteered for a compos-
ite platoon to be sent over to South Korea as part of the United Nations 
presence in the country stationed in Yongsan Camp in Seoul, the capital 
of South Korea. We were billeted with fellow soldiers from the USA, 
South Korea and the Phillipines.

Our duties were mostly ceremonial, parades for visiting dignitaries/
generals and guard duties for a pretty sturdy underground facility, 
which we didn’t get told too much about!

One day we were driven from Seoul up to the DMZ and escorted 
through some of the defences by American guards, who also gave us 
a long list of do’s and don’ts, and we had to sign a rather lengthy dec-
laration absolving them of any responsibility if anything 
‘kicked off’ while we were there.

A Rare Privilege

It was a real privilege to have the chance to visit this 
area, as access is very restricted, and very few civilians 
have the opportunity to go there. Certainly, this was the 
case back in 1980, as martial law was in force during our 
deployment.

Only 4 years before our visit a party of American and South 
Korean soldiers was attempting to cut down a tree that 
was blocking the line of sight to an Observation Post on 
the south side of the Bridge to Nowhere, when they were 
rushed by North Korean soldiers who ran across the Bridge 
and set upon them with axes and picks. Two American 
officers were murdered and others in the party were injured. This caused a major upsurge in tension between the USA 
and the North, and only a massive show of force by the Americans subsequently allowed the tree to be cut down.

Crossing the Border

The blue huts in the compound are divided down the middle, with the actual border running at right angles through 
each one. What this means in practice is that the top end of the hut is in the North, and the other end is in the South. A 
table runs across the hut and one side of it is in North Korea, and the other side is in South Korea. We were to be on our 

best behaviour in these huts as no-one wanted a diplomatic 
incident to break out!

We asked the guards who were there straddling the border, 
literally with a foot in both camps, if we could dive over and 
take a few pictures. One of the guards gave us permission 
and quick as a flash I stepped over the microphone cable 
that ran across the floor and into North Korea. One of my 
pals took a picture and we swapped and I took one of him. It 
was pretty exciting and quite surreal at the same time. I don’t 
know of anyone else from Back that has visited North Korea, 
albeit very briefly! Maybe someone who did their National 
Service and ended up there during the Korean War perhaps, 
and not forgetting our friend with Tong connections!

John Macinnes (mac Stogaidh)

From Broadbay View to North Korea

 Map of Korea
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Opposite Page:

 Map of Korea

 Donald Trump went to North 
Korea

By Donald Trump - https://
twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/
status/1146187702129307648, 
Public Domain, https://commons.
wikimedia.org/w/index.
php?curid=80135437

 John Macinnes

 An American guard in South 
Korea next to the Bridge to 
Nowhere over the Sochon river, 
where two American soldiers were 
killed in 1976. Across the bridge is a 
North Korean guard-post.

 The view of the Bridge to 
Nowhere from the observation post

 One of the guards inside the hut. 
Taken from the North Korean side, 
the photo shows the table and the 
precisely laid out microphone cable 
and flags denoting the border.

A UN guard looking across to North 
Korea 

The view from South Korea looking into the North. You can see 
the border running through the middle of the huts 
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Standing outside our parents’ homes in Brevig at 05:45 
on a beautifully mild late summer’s morning in August, 
we saw the Heb Shuttle van heading along the road. 
The time had finally come for two lifelong friends who 
had recently morphed into MAMILs to get their midlife 
crisis out of their systems! 

Neither I nor my good friend Iain Mackenzie (mac 
Uilleam Hannah agus Chrissie) could quite recall at what 
point we had decided to do something about our vari-
ous discussions around taking on some kind of sport-
ing challenge. Either way, we had agreed to cycle The 
Hebridean Way this summer.  

The Hebridean Way, 185 miles long, starts in Vatersay in 
the south and finishes at The Butt of Lewis in the north. 
Ten islands, six causeways, two ferries, two bikes and 
some of the most stunning scenery any of us are likely to encounter made for an 
unforgettable trip. The cycle is generally done south to north, mainly due to the 
southerly prevailing wind we would expect in The Hebrides in August, and for 
that reason Iain and I decided that would be our best option…more on that later!

Over the last couple of years, Iain has become a very accomplished cyclist out 
in Abu Dhabi where he lives with his wife and family (I can recommend Iain’s 
account of life in the Middle East from the LATN earlier this year), and I often 
see him putting in anything from 60 to 160km rides in a weekend. 

Being more interested in running than cycling, I was a little worried that I would 
perhaps struggle to keep pace with Iain in terms of stamina as my longest sin-
gle cycle in preparation had been just over 50km. Ach, ‘how hard can it be?!’ I 
thought to myself, and anyway, Iain is used to nice flat routes in hot weather—
I’m sure temperatures thirty degrees lower than he’s used to, the Ardhasaig, a 
bit of a breeze and a few rain showers will be a leveller. Any such hopes were 
quickly dispelled when on the morning of departure, Iain with that endearing 
laugh of his, pointed out that my rear gearing cassette had two fewer rings than 
his. 'So what?' I questioned. 'Well you’re going to struggle to get up any hills with 
only that many gears'. So much for the leveller!  

Heb Shuttle were taking us as far as the ferry terminal in Eriskay and we would 
then cycle to our Castlebay accommodation on the Barra side. During our drive 
south we both spent quite a bit of time checking out as many weather apps as 
we could, always veering towards whichever one seemed to have a slightly bet-
ter forecast. Two things that were becoming very clear were that it didn’t matter 
which weather map we checked: they were all saying the same thing—there was 

to be a northerly wind for the four 
days we were going to be cycling 
and our final day, covering 54 
miles from Balallan to the Butt of 
Lewis was looking grim. Not a 
single day did we have a tailwind 
driving us along, but both should 
have been well aware that if there 
is one thing certain in The Outer 
Hebrides is that the weather is 
predictably unpredictable!

As we drove south the weather 
certainly got better and by the 
time we pulled up at our drop-
off point in Eriskay we had glo-
rious blue sky and a flat calm 
sea. With two hours to spare it 
seemed like a good idea for us 
to loosen our muscles and take a 

The weather closing in North Uist 

The Hebridean Way 

short tour around Eriskay. Neither of us 
had previously cycled with fully loaded 
paneers (the bags you see hanging on the 
back of bikes). As I tilted the bike to its 
side, the sheer weight of the paneer sent it 
flying up into the air and crashing onto the 
ground with me desperately trying to keep 
my balance, as well as trying not to look the 
amateurs we clearly were. Iain found the 
moment hilarious. A quick tour completed, 
we boarded the ferry and set sail for Barra. 

As we headed back towards Castlebay to 
the excellent Craigard Hotel, I experienced 
the first significant impact of the afore-
mentioned ‘lack of gears’. A very steep 
hill—ironically just before a village called 
Brevig—left me having to take a breather, 
while Iain soldiered on. As I looked behind 
me, I saw a fellow cyclist coming up the hill 
at quite some pace. ‘He must be incredibly 
fit’, I thought to myself; only to realise as he 
passed me, that this was my first introduc-
tion to the ebike on this trip. A highlight of 
a day’s cycle round the beautiful island of 
Barra was the Glasgow plane coming in to 
land on the beach. I recently read in a week-
end newspaper that being on the said plane 
features high on many people’s bucket lists, 
far and wide.

After a couple of light refreshments in the 
Castlebay Hotel and a hearty meal, it was 
lights out, ready for an early start to The 
Hebridean Way proper!

Day 1

Vatersay to Orasay Inn

Distance – 82km; Elevation Gain – 342m; 
Cycling Time – 4hrs 5mins

We were up early, too early in fact, as the 
kitchen hadn’t yet opened for breakfast, but 
we were keen to get going. 

We cycled south to the start of the Hebridean 
Way proper and as we free wheeled into 
Vatersay at pace, I realised these gears—or  At the start in Vatersay
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lack of them on my part—were 
going to come into play pretty 
quickly into the cycle. A steep 
climb out from the start negoti-
ated, we were soon on our way 
through what was one of the 
most stunning and picturesque 
parts of the entire route. Just over 
10 miles of rolling road, winding 
in and out of little Hebridean 
bays with idyllic white sandy 
beaches by our side and glorious 
sunshine made for a thoroughly 
enjoyable day's cycling. 

After 29km cycling we were at 
Ardmhor, ready for the ferry 
back across to Eriskay but not 
before we enjoyed some tea and 
cake at the little café on the pier. It 
was there I got into conversation 
with a gentleman from Glasgow 
who seemed impressed with 
our challenge. He did, however, 
make the point to me that he was 

too scared to get on a bike due to fear of traffic, justifying this by explaining to 
me ‘I’ve just come from Castlebay with the Parish Priest and I’ve never been so 
scared in my life. He drives like a maniac!’ 

From the ferry in Eriskay we were immediately presented with a steep climb; 
however, once we were up and over a quick descent enabled us to make good time 
as we headed north for South Uist. It was as we cycled through South Uist that I 
looked to my left and at eye level saw an owl flying alongside us. I believe it is the 
first time I have seen an owl in the islands. After another 52km and a couple more 
refuelling breaks, we were finally at our stop-over for the night: The Orasay Inn.

A quick check of the weather maps and the forecast told us things were chang-
ing. The northerly wind was getting stronger and the big yellow sun was being 
increasingly replaced with a black cloud with blue raindrops. Friday was not 
looking good.

Day 2

Orasay Inn to Berneray

Distance – 80.7km; Elevation Gain – 437m; Cycling Time 4hrs 44mins

On the Wednesday morning we set off from the Inn just before 9am. We were both 
pleased to see our bikes exactly where we had left them and exactly as we were 
advised. As I was researching accommodation for our trip I put a standard line 
into each enquiry stating 'We will both have bikes and would like to check if there 
is somewhere to safely store them overnight'. The response from The Orasay Inn 
was: ‘you can leave them behind the wall at the front of the hotel as bike theft in 
the Outer Hebrides is virtually unheard of’. The man was true to his word.

The morning was bright enough, although cooler and breezier. The remainder of 
the day was a hard slog up the west coast of North Uist. While not torrential, we 
now had rain coming into our faces, along with a strengthening wind and with 
us being the courteous cyclists we agreed to be (I am reliably informed that Heb 
Way Cyclists are referred to as ‘Pests of the West’ by more regular road users), 
there was a constant stop/start to let traffic by. Somehow, our mental distance 
calculator also seemed to switch off and when we thought we had 8km to go till 
we reached Berneray, it was frustrating to find it was closer to 18km. However, 
in under five hours we hit our destination for the night, the highly recommended 
Seal View B&B. Equally highly recommended is the Berneray Bistro, where we 
met a good friend of mine for dinner.

Legs were stiff, bottoms were sore, bones were creaking, but the combination of 
sun and wind had left me with a decent tan (Iain already tanned at the outset) and 
both our spirits were high. In the morning we would be on the homeward stretch.

Day 3

Berneray to Loch Erisort Inn, Balallan

Distance – 72.4km; Elevation Gain – 900m; 
Cycling Time 4hrs 29mins

While planning the trip, we had—wrong-
ly—concluded that this would be our 
toughest day, despite it being the shortest 
mileage wise. We were up early and cycled 
down to the pier to get the 07:15 ferry 
across to Leverburgh. A bacon and egg roll 
and cup of tea from The Butty Bus set us up 
perfectly for the day’s cycling.

The cycle from Leverburgh to Tarbert was, 
as you might expect, spectacular. While the 
headwind was fairly strong, the scenery 
almost enabled us to forget about it. Passing 
Horgabost and pedalling up to what must 
be the most photographed and photogenic 
layby in the world, we stopped to take 
in the breath-taking beauty of Seilibost 
and Luskentrye, before Iain insisted we 
should focus on getting to Tarbert. We 
made Tarbert in less than two hours and 
with the knowledge of 40mph winds and 
heavy rain forecast for the next day, we con-
templated if we should try and make the 
Butt that same day. It seemed like a good 
idea at the time, but by the time we had 
navigated the Ardhasaig and cycled into 
stronger headwinds from there to Balallan, 
we both quickly discounted it as an option. 
Instead we agreed that the next morning we 
would set off at 6am and try and beat the 
worst of the weather.

The cycle up the Ardhasaig was hard going, 
with heavy rain driving into our faces. My 
lack of gears came into play again and I 
had to stop (although not walk) a couple 
of times to recover some energy. Hats off to 
Iain who managed to cycle to the top with-
out stopping. The subsequent lunchtime 
stop at Taste ‘n’ Sea was most welcome, 
and the plateful of sgadan (fried in oatmeal) 
I had was just what was needed. Before we 
set off for the final leg of the day, I took a 
couple of photos of Iain at the bridge over-
looking Loch Seaforth—ably constructed 
by the hands of his father, Uilleam Hannah, 
some years previously.

As was now our regular routine, it was a 
couple of drinks before our dinner and then 
invariably we crashed into our beds, ready 
for me to endure another night of Iain’s 
snoring! Alarms were set for 05:30.

Day 4

Loch Erisort Inn, Balallan to Butt of Lewis

Distance – 89.53km; Elevation Gain – 934m; 
Cycling Time 5hrs 35mins

We were up at 05:30 to ensure we got on 
the road by 6am as planned. The morning 
was windy, but there was no rain and we 

 Selfie at the top of Ardhasaig
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started off with a quick descent down to the 
main road. Once we turned right heading 
for our first stop 11 miles away at the Lochs 
garage, we knew we were in for a tough 
day. The wind was unforgiving and these 
11 miles seemed to take an age. There was 
no chance of us flying through Balallan at 
106! In fact, 8–9km per hour was often what 
the speedo read.

After a quick cup of tea and a marag dubh roll, 
we were on our way heading for Callanish. 
We were lucky as for the next nine miles or 
so, and for virtually the first and only time 
on the trip, the wind was behind us. We 
sped through Achmore, Lochganvich and 
Garynahine, and in contrast to our earlier 
struggles, I noted my speedo reporting 50.1 
km/hour going uphill! The Butt of Lewis still 
seemed a long way away and knowing that 
this wind-assisted boost was going to be 
short-lived, we passed the Callanish stones 
without so much as a glance towards them. 
I suspect we will be one of the few who 
have done this on The Hebridean Way!

As we slowly pedalled from Carloway to 
Barvas, we both forgot just how many vil-
lages there are on the way. Energy boost 
breaks became more frequent and ques-
tions of ‘is Barvas next?’ were raised almost 
from Shawbost onwards, but it was clear 
our decision to leave early was the right 
one, as the weather continued to close 
in and our moods slowly worsened. We 
passed an older chap from Glasgow slowly 
battling the elements and he just shouted 
to us ‘my goodness this is hard’, or words 
to that effect! Eventually, after some four 
hours in the saddle, we made it to Jackie’s 
garage in Barvas for the last food stop of 
the trip.

On this final leg, a quote from the famous 

Scottish missionary David Livingstone seemed very apt: ‘I will go anywhere so 
long as it's forward’. It really felt for long stretches between Barvas and Ness 
that we were barely going forward at all. The strong wind drove head-on into 
our faces and the rain started to get heavier and more persistent. As we pedalled 
hard going down the steep hills of Borve, Galson and South Dell, our speedom-
eters were struggling to hit the high teens and going up the other side was an 
invariable crawl and struggle. However, as we came over the hill at North Dell (I 
think) Iain proclaimed, ‘there she is’ and in the distance we could finally see the 
lighthouse at the Butt of Lewis. Only another eight miles and we would be done.

The wheels kept turning and slowly, but surely the miles got shorter and finally 
we were turning off the main road heading up the single-track road to the Butt. 
We were half an hour ahead of schedule and by now the weather had really 
turned. It was with a combination of relief and pride that we allowed The Heb 
Shuttle van to pass us on the final few metres as we were about to be collected 
and driven home to Brevig. Iain had suggested at the start of the week that we 
might cycle home from Ness. I won't repeat his response when I asked if he was 
still up for that. In the van on the way back we passed our friend from Glasgow 
a good 10 miles away from the Butt and the grimace on his face said it all.

So, after four tough days, The 
Hebridean Way was ‘conquered’ 
by these two MAMILs and the 
promise of a warm shower and 
cup of tea at our respective par-
ents’ homes were most welcom-
ing. It has to be said that I thor-
oughly enjoyed the challenge, all 
the more so to be able to spend 
some time with Iain, reminiscing 
about our childhood and teenage 
days. We enjoyed it so much we 
are now discussing a few days 
cycling in The Alps next summer. 

And for those wondering ‘what's 
a MAMIL?’ It’s an acronym for 
Middle Aged Men in Lycra—
exactly what the two of us had 
been these last four days. Any 
mid-life crisis thoughts were now 
well and truly out of our systems.

Eric Stewart (mac Sonny)

At the finish Butt of Lewis 

I achieved a BA Honours degree in Business Studies and Film and 
Media Studies. I settled in Stirling for a number of years and worked 
in various positions for Prudential before moving to Glasgow and 
setting up as a self-employed project consultant. 

Life took an unexpected turn for me in 2014 when I was diagnosed with 
relapsing–remitting multiple sclerosis (MS) after suffering five relapses 
in the space of 14 months. It was a very uncertain time and was very 
difficult for me to come to terms with as no-one else in my family has 
MS and the frequency of the relapses was concerning. I really thought 
my life was going to change massively, but I was so wrong.

I was started on medication very quickly, which stopped the 
relapses: a brilliant result as they only expected the treatment to cut 
the relapse rate in half. I made some adjustments to my life to help 
me manage my symptoms and threw myself into fundraising for 
the MS Society. Raising money has brought a real positive to living 
my life with MS. I’ve met so many wonderful people and heard 
so many personal stories of others living with the condition. I also 
know we are making a difference with the funds as the MS Society 
are always making advances in research, which gives me hope that a 
cure will one day be found. I am now part of a newly formed group 

Many of you will know my family from North Tolsta 
and Coll. My grandfather was Kenny Horrigan (54 North 
Tolsta) and my granny was Oighrig Iain an Oig (50 Coll). 
I was lucky to attend Back school for my first two years of 
secondary school before attending the Nicolson Institute. I 
left the island in 2002 to go to University of Stirling, where 

Fundraising for MS

 Samantha in promotional material for the MS Society
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This year started with the 100th-year commemora-
tion of the tragic sinking of HMY Iolaire. One of 
the brave sailors lost on that day was Leading 
Seaman John Morrison (Iain ’an Nis), service 
number 30260CH, of 10 Coll. John's son Murdo 
Morrison (Miogstan) was a merchant seaman 
who was tragically lost at sea during the Second 
World War on a Greek-registered ship, Kolchis. 
Murdo’s name is engraved at the Tower Hill 
Memorial in London, which commemorates the 
men of the Merchant Navy and fishing fleets who 
have no grave but the sea.

Andrew Murdo Macleod, great-great grandson of John 
Morrison and grandson of Catriona a’ Mhiogstan (10 Coll) joined the Royal Navy 
in May 2014. After successfully passing his initial training at HMS Raleigh and fur-

ther training to be an Above-Water 
Warfare Specialist specialising in 
gunnery, Andrew served on his first 
ship, HMS Somerset. After promo-
tion to Leading Seaman, Andrew went on to serve on HMS Northumberland. 

What a notable and poignant thing it is that Andrew and John Morrison both 
share similar service numbers, both starting with the numbers ‘302’. Andrew 
is currently a Leading Seaman, which his great-great grandfather was 100 
years ago and they both specialised in gunnery.

Unfortunately, Andrew couldn't attend the commemoration ceremonies as 
he was at sea on HMS Northumberland at the time, but he has recently been to 
visit his grandmother, Catriona, where they can both be seen in the picture 
at the Iolaire Monument. Andrew has now been seconded with the Royal 
Navy to Naples, Italy, working with NATO.

Catriona turned 80 on 7 July and celebrated her birthday in Italy with the 
family. She also visited the memorial in London where her father’s name is 
engraved.

It’s in the Blood

Leading Seaman Andrew Macleod 
 Iain an Nis

 Catriona and Andrew at the new Iolaire Memorial at Holm

for fundraising in Glasgow, which is so much fun. We 
are always looking at innovative ways to fundraise: 
our next event is a bubble football evening, which will 
hopefully attract lots of attention. 

My niece Evie and her school friends have also organ-
ised a fundraising event in Stornoway Primary. They 
did a ‘wear blue to school’ day, a poster art competi-
tion and an ‘MS digesting science’ educational piece. 
The event took place over two days and raised £750. I 
was extremely proud of their efforts, not only to raise 
money, but to increase awareness of the condition. 
We were delighted that Evie’s hard work was recog-
nised by Neuro Hebrides, who awarded her Young 
Fundraiser of the Year 2018.

Alongside fundraising, the MS Society has also 
involved me in publicity, which has also been posi-
tive. I’ve done a photoshoot in Glasgow to be used in 
MS Society publications and social media. Previously 
they did not have images of Scotland in their material, 
which was so misrepresentative of the condition con-
sidering there is a higher prevalence of MS in Scotland 
than anywhere else in the UK. I’ve also been involved 
in their yearly awareness campaigns. Last year’s video 

campaign was featured on the news, highlighting how important it is to 
have access to an MS nurse. This year’s campaign is about the advances 
in medications and was featured in newspapers, social media and the 
Houses of Parliament. My con-
tribution to this year’s campaign 
was particularly well received 
and it touched others who were 
either on, or considering, the 
same medication as me. 

I hope to continue to give as much 
as I can to make positive changes 
to the MS community, whether it 
be generating funds or increasing 
awareness. If I can help just one 
person who is setting off on the 
same path I had to go down then 
it makes it all worthwhile. 

https://www.mssociety.org.uk/
contact-us/scotland

https://www.facebook.com/
multiplesuperstars/

Samantha Moir Evie with her award 
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MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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Well done to Back FC 
U15s, who won the 
Lews Castle Cup in 

the summer, beating 
Western Thistle 4-3 

after extra time at 
Goathill Park in 

what was a thrilling 
match. 

Lews 
Castle Cup 

Winners

The 2019 season has been a very successful season for Back FC’s talented under-18s. 
They successfully managed emulate the treble-winning campaign of 2018 with victo-
ries in the Ladywell Cup, the AB Electronics Cup and, most importantly, the league. 
But they weren’t finished there! On 13 September, they teamed up with Western 
Thistle (as fellow Ladywell Cup finalists) to defeat a ‘Rest-of-the-League’ select 4–2 in 
the Isgha Cup final. Stevie Mutch and Scott Macleod were among the goal scorers, and 
our goalkeeper Cailean Linklater was man of the match. The Ishga Cup is a relatively 
new competition, but this is the first time ever the ‘quadruple’ has being achieved by 
a single club. Well done boys!

On the surface, it looks like we had an easy season: a 4–4 draw in the league against Point 
was the only game we didn’t win, but the final scores hide the full story. We were 4–2 down 
in the said Point game, with only minutes left to play. All the cup finals were close games 
until late goals made the score lines more flattering. My personal highlight was a 2–0 
backs-to-the wall win in the last game of the season against a strong Western Thistle team.

This was my first season as a junior manager and I can say it was a thoroughly enjoya-
ble experience. I’d like to thank all the boys for their commitment from the beginning of 

pre-season many months 
ago and throughout the 
season itself, not forgetting 
that a lot of the players 
were making appearances 
for the senior team as well. 
Their attitude has been 
first class and they deserve 
their success. Big thank 
you to all the parents as 
well for the prompt taxi 
services they provide and 
of course their support 
on the side lines. Lastly, a 
big thank you to my co-
manager Michael (Peel) 
Maciver for all his help. 
I definitely couldn’t have 
done it without him. 

Ross Hall

Double Treble Winners

 James Mutch scored a hat-trick in the AB Electronics Cup final and was awarded 
Man of the Match and given the match ball

U18s showing off their silverware 
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Wet August 
Unless you were living under a rock or just weren’t 
on the island you cannot have helped notice the 
amount of rain that fell during August. One of the 
wettest in decades. Here are some of the rainfall 
totals for August from SEPA: Stornoway Creed 
Bridge – 198 mm; Laxdale (Harris) – 252.2 mm; 
Loch Tormasad (North Uist) – 214.4 mm; Mill 
Croft (South Uist) – 243.4 mm. On 28 August, 
33.5 mm of rainfall fell in the one day at Harris 
Quidnish, making it the wettest day in the UK. 
Coastguard Rescue Teams from Benbecula and 
Lochboisdale assisted other emergency services 
with road closures for several hours on 28 August 
due to flooding. 

Met Office Storm Names 
On 5 September the Met Office issued its storm 
names list for the 2019/20 Atlantic Lows Season. 
This year the Met Office and Met Eireann are 
joined by the Royal Netherlands Meteorological 
Institute (KNMI). The first named storm is Atiyah. 
The names are chosen by public suggestion each 
year. The first named storm in 2017 was on 12 
September (Storm Aileen) and the latest was Storm 
Hector (13 June 2018), so by the time you read this 
we could have had the first named storm of the 
season. 

Hurricane Dorian
Hurricane Dorian has been one of the main talking 
posts in the weather community recently. Formed 
on 24 August, it became a category 5 hurricane 
on 1 September. It was very slow moving and 
eventually stalled over The Bahamas, causing 
widespread destruction and devastation. Dorian 
became post-tropical on 7 September, after doing 
damage up and down the eastern USA and the 
Canadian Atlantic maritime coast. 

With sustained winds of 185 mph, Dorian become 
the strongest land-falling hurricane on record to 
strike the Bahamas since records began in 1851. 
Dorian comes in fifth on the list of most intense 
land-falling hurricanes by pressure at 910mb. It 
is hard to comprehend the wind speeds inside 
Dorian. Winds gusted over 200 mph, with sus-
tained winds of 185 mph. It stalled with those 
wind speeds for over 36 hours on the Bahamas. 
The strongest wind speed measured in recent 
years in the Western Isles was 120 mph – add 
another 80 mph on top of that and it really is hard 
to fathom.

Weather
with Richard 

Cooke 
Watch
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Independent Financial 
Advisers

Donald Martin

Succession Wealth,
based within CIB,

63 Kenneth Street, Stornoway. 
HS1 2DS.

(t) 01851 701212
(m) 0784 679 6866
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wealth.co.uk

W E A L T H
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Congratulations to the Lewis and Harris women’s football team (featuring many play-
ers from our district), who beat Clachnacuddin 7–0 in the first ever Highlands and 
Islands League Cup Final in Inverness on 24 August. 

After the match, coach Euan (Moley) Macleod (Coll) was crowned the National Winner 
in this year’s Scottish FA Grassroots Awards for his volunteer work in coaching wom-
en’s football. Euan was also one of four people shortlisted for the overall winner award 
and was invited to the Scottish FA Grassroots Awards presentation ceremony on 19 
September at Hampden Park. We are delighted to report that right at the time of going 
to press with the issue, we heard Euan had won the People’s Choice Award with Merit! 
Euan was presented his award by current Scotland national football team manager, 
Steve Clarke.

Euan said “It’s all very flattering. The support I’ve received locally has been over-
whelming and for once it has left me dumb-
struck! The timing of the awards is perfect as 
it comes at the end of our competitive season 
and latest training block. It’s just another posi-
tive in a year of incredible positives for our 

club and will continue to highlight the incredible work that’s going on in local football 
across the island.

“The People’s Award title is very apt, as I could be substituted quite easily by any num-
ber of people from Back for this accolade: Dano, Bomie, Iain Maclennan, Christopher 
Duff (and his dad), wee Willy, Duncan, D.A., Lesley, Cab, my own dad…the list goes on!

“When you grow up with great examples of selfless community volunteers, it makes 
the transition to becoming a volunteer yourself much easier. I am genuinely humbled at 
the level of support I have received. Everyone from the Western Isles, this is our award.

“I would like to thank everyone who’s shown their support and most of all to everyone 
involved in our club, including my ever-patient wife Ann-Mairi”.

SFA Awards for Euan

Thanks to all who made our afternoon tea at The Hut on 7 
September a great success. With the help of those who donated, 
baked, manned the stalls and served the tea, we managed to 
raise in excess of £580 for Goldra Dog Sanctuary in the Algarve, 
Portugal. The money was gratefully received by Jan Henderson, 

who runs the sanctuary, and will be used to feed 
and care for the 90 sick and abandoned dogs cur-

rently at Goldra. If anyone 
would like to know more 
about Goldra please visit 
www.thegoldradogsanc-
tuary.com or Goldra Dog 
Sanctuary – Canigoldra 
on Facebook, where you 
will find regular updates 
on dogs looking for loving 
homes or sponsorship for 
much needed funds.

Carolyn Hudson

Thank You!
Thanks to everyone who ventured out 
to The Hut on such an awful day for a 
bowl of soup and yummy pudding on 14 
September. The total amount raised was 
£545, which is great amount. This is a bril-
liant start towards the new roof, which is 
much needed.

Successful Afternoon 
Tea Fundraiser

 Regional Award Winner
Credit: Scottish FA North Region.

Winner of the People's 
Choice Award with Merit! 
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 Playing at 50 Coll, Taigh Iain an Oig, 
1950s

Back row, L–R: Margaret Macdonald 
(nighean Tharagaidh), 50 Coll; Alex 
Morrison (mac Anna Choisidh), 44 Coll 
(who were home on holiday from 
Glasgow at their grandparents’ home), 
Peigi Mairi Macleod (nighean Mhurdigan), 
52 Coll. In front, Dolina Morrison (Dollag 
Iain Ruadh), 82 Coll. 

Sister Barbara Graham 
Barbara Graham (Barbara Iain Aonghais Ruaidh), 22 Coll. 

Barbara trained as a nurse and midwife in Glasgow, 
later coming home to Lewis and working as a private 
nurse. She delivered numerous babies in Stornoway. 
For many years she was a Night Sister in the County 

Hospital where she looked after patients with TB. She 
was affectionately known as ‘the lady with the lamp’, 

as she cared for her patients throughout the night. She 
died in 1974 and is fondly remembered. Barbara was the 
aunt of Catriona (Macintosh), Jessie (Stewart) and Calum 
Graham (Bhrus). The photo was taken some years before 

her retirement from the County Hospital in 1962.

 Anna Thiugs (am Poligean) in the centre and Peigi a' Heech (29 Gress) 

second right (hotel staff, circa 1930s)

Photo taken on the occasion of the 
Golden  Wedding Anniversary of 

Domhnall Sheogaidh and his wife Mairi 
(1969) at 23 Gress.

L–R: Agnes, Father, Ishbel, Murdo, 
Mother, Dinah, Jessie Bell, Johno, and 

Catriona.
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 Ivor 
Stewart 
(Iomhair 
Mhurchaidh 
Charagain) 
and his 
sister 
Catriona, 
34 Upper 
Coll, lifting 
potatoes on 
their croft.

 Vatisker and Stornoway girls, early 1950s

Back row L–R: Kennag Choinnich Bhig, Nan 
Smith and Maggie Graham, Stornoway, Ishbel a’ 
Bhorbair.
Front row L–R: Maggie Mary a’ Choilean and 
Anna Bheag, Tong. 

Pretty Wedding 
The wedding recently took place in the 
Free Church Seminary, Stornoway, of Mr 
Norman Macleod, 1 New Park, Vatisker, 
Back, and Miss Chris Ann Mackenzie, 
45 Morison Avenue, Stornoway. Rev K 
Macrae officiated. 

The bride who was given away by her 
father, was charmingly dressed in white 
lace over taffeta, and her floor-length 
net veil was held in place by a feathered 
headdress. She carried a bouquet of 
red and cream roses. The two brides-
maids, Miss Etta A Macleod, sister of 

the groom, and Miss Katie A Murray, 
cousin of the bride, both wore gowns of 
pink taffeta with matching headdresses 
of pink rosebuds. They carried bouquets 
of pink and red carnations. The pretty 
little trainbearer was Miss Ina Morrison, 
cousin of the bride, who wore a dress of 
white taffeta and carried a posy of pink 
and white flowers. The duties of best 
man were ably carried out by the bride’s 
brother, Mr John Mackenzie. The bride 
was presented with a silver horse-shoe 
by Miss Marietta Russell after the cer-
emony. The reception was held in the 
Back Hall, and more than 80 telegrams 

were received, testifying to the young 
couple’s popularity. Dancing was car-
ried on till the “wee sma’ oors,” and 
not only Backachs but two bus-loads of 
Niseachs and a crowd from Stornoway 
had an enjoyable night. The young cou-
ple now reside in Stornoway and we 
wish them happiness. 

Communion 
The Sacrament of the Lords’s Supper 
was observed in the Free Church, Back, 
last weekend, when Rev A Macleod was 
assisted by Rev K A Macrae, Stornoway 
and Rev M Murray, Carloway. 

Back in Time October 1949

Sine 17 Coll, Angie 19 Coll Kathleen 15 Coll 
1953 
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Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office

20 Kenneth Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272
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‘Caught in this Moment of Time’ is a new play written by Ness 
resident Ron Coleman, who lives with early dementia. It was 
designed and directed by Colin Thompson (Taigh na Caladh, 
22c), who also played the lead character. Karen Taylor and Gill 
Thompson took the other two acting roles, and live music and 
dance were woven through the performance. The play was pre-
miered at An Lanntair on 10 September and received a resound-
ingly positive response. It is hoped that the play will be per-
formed in other venues in the future.

Also in action on the An Lanntair stage recently was Rachel 
Kennedy (Aldorville, 11 Vatisker), who plays one of the three main 
characters in another new play, ‘The Stornoway Way’, produced 
by Dingwall-based Dogstar Theatre Company, the group behind 

the award-win-
ning ‘The Tailor 
of Inverness’. 
‘The Stornoway Way’ is based on the book of the same name by Kevin 
MacNeil, who was born and raised on the island. Critics have called 
his novel ‘the best Scottish book since Trainspotting’. Some accolade! 
Rachel gives a fantastic performance as Eilidh, and showcases her 
beautiful Gaelic singing voice. The play premiered at An Lanntair 
at the end of August, and, after two sold-out performances, is now 
on tour round Scotland, starting on 3 October in Musselburgh and 
finishing on 30 October in Caithness (the Edinburgh date is also 
sold out already!). Visit www.dogstartheatre.co.uk for the full list 
of dates.

Colin on stage 

Vatisker Actors Shine in the Spotlight

  Rachel (middle) in The Stornoway Way

Oisean a' Chòcaire
Ingredients
 ¾ cup full fat milk
 60g very soft unsalted butter (do 
not use margarine)
 1.7g sachet of dried yeast
 3 tablespoons granulated sugar
 2 large eggs
 430g strong white bread flour
 1 teaspoon salt
 ¾ cup raspberry jam, warmed
 ½ cup fresh raspberries (halved)

Method

1. Warm the milk to 43 degrees Celsius.
2. Place the flour, yeast, sugar, eggs, salt and very soft butter in a 
free-standing mixer fitted with a dough hook.
3. Switch the mixer on slow and gradually pour in the warm milk
4. Keep mixing until you get a very soft dough. Don't panic if you 
think it is too soft. It is meant to look like that.
5. Tip the dough into an oiled bowl. Cover with an oiled sheet of 
cling film and leave in a warm spot for a couple of hours, or until 
the dough has doubled in size.
6. Tip the risen dough onto a well-floured board and knock it back.
7. Roll out thinly into a large square. If it looks more like a squint 
oval, don't worry—that works too.
8. Spread warmed jam over the top of the dough and sprinkle 

over the raspberry halves.
10. With a sharp knife, cut the dough lengthwise, straight 
down the middle.
11. Twist the two halves together, and starting at one end, 
roll up into a round.
12. Pop the twisted dough into a greased and lined 9" deep 
round springform tin.
13. Cover with greased cling film and allow the dough to 
rise again. You could also pop the dough into the fridge 
and leave it to rise slowly overnight. (Allow it to come to 
room temperature before baking.)
14. Preheat your oven to 180 degrees Celsius

15. Remove the cling film. Bake the Danish twist on the middle 
shelf for 40–45 minutes.
16. To stop the top scorching, cover the top of the tin with a sheet 
of kitchen foil for the first 30 minutes. Remove with 10 minutes 
of cooking time left.
17. Make a vanilla glace icing with some icing sugar, vanilla 
essence and water. 
18. Remove the Danish loaf from the oven and turn out on a cool-
ing tray.
19. Brush the vanilla glace over the loaf while it is still hot. Allow 
the loaf to cool slightly. Drizzle over any remaining icing. Dust 
with icing sugar.
20. Cut and serve.

Magz Macleod

Danish Twist
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Louise (nee Campbell; Back) and Iain Maclean 
were married at Back Free Church on 26 July 
 (see Back news, September 2019 issue)

 Amy and 
Christopher Cowles 
(see this month’s 
Back news in As na 
Bailtean).

Wedding 
Bel ls

 Abigail (nee Morrison; Vatisker) 
and Gerwyn Lewis were married in 
Edinburgh on 13 July (see Vatisker 
news, September 2019 issue).

Johan (nee Maclennan; Coll)   
and William  Murray, married at 
Back Free Church on 12 July (see 
Coll news, September 2019 issue)

Kerry Anne Macleod 
and Mark McGee 
were married on 1 
August in Glasgow 
(see Vatisker news, 
September 2019
 issue)
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts, Tours

Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom
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As I stood in Stanley Park and looked across 
Vancouver Harbour at the large ships waiting 
to gain entrance to unload or pick up cargo I 
could only contemplate the many island men 
who entered these waters on board ships over 
the years. 

It meant they were away from home for months, 
but it was and is a lovely destination. In days 
gone by they might very well meet exiles around 
the harbour area. Quite a few of the sailors liked 
it so much they stayed. 

I remember one of them in particular, Murdo 
Maciver (Mac Mhurchaidh an Tac) from Arnol. 
He sailed, like so many of his contemporaries, 
but in the 1950s decided Vancouver was the 
place for him. He met Mary Henderson, from 
Ardnamurchan, married and brought up his 
family in Vancouver. He stayed at sea for many 
years, in charge of one of the fire boats in the 
harbour, until they were sold to San Francisco. 

He was very much involved in Gaelic affairs 
over the years. He was chieftain of the Gaelic 
Society and a mainstay of Gaidhealach affairs for 
many years. He was involved in the building of 
the Scottish Cultural Centre in the early 1980s, as 
were quite a few other Leodhasaich who lived in 
Vancouver at the time.

I remember him visiting us in Col Uarach and 
wondering what had happened to a ‘boy’ from 
Coll who had been sailing with him at one point. 
I was able to tell him he stayed a few doors away 
from me. Within a few minutes I had him in at 
Iomhair a’ Bhounce and the afternoon was spent 
as if the 50 years before had been the previous 
week. An appropriate point to say what a sad 
loss ‘Angus a Yep’, Iomhair’s widow’s passing is 
to the village. Another of the second Col Uarach 
generation gone.

Unfortunately, Murdo Maciver passed away 3 
years ago, as have most of the islanders I met 
when I came to Vancouver nearly 40 years ago.

A drive through downtown Vancouver shows 

in the space of a few minutes 
the contrasts of twenty-first-
century life. The huge wealth 
with the accompanying sky-
scrapers, and within a few 
minutes, the poverty and 
addiction-influenced seedy 
side of life. The apartments 
that cost millions of dollars 
and the pavement littered 
with people with nowhere to 
stay and no way out of their 
permanent sad lives. Very 
thought provoking. 

Most of the people I know 
live in the surroundings areas: 
Langley, Surrey, Coquitlam, Burnaby. And many commute from 
much further afield. It is too expensive to live in the city itself. 

I met one person with Siarach connections who travels up to an 
hour and a half a day to and from work, and apparently that is not 
uncommon. He lives in Sardis, Chilliwack. The 15 minutes from Col 
Uarach to Stornoway on a dark morning doesn’t seem so mi chàilear 
any more. 

A drive along one of the many busy approach roads confirms what 
he told me, that the car still reigns. Public transport within the city 
is good but elsewhere less so.

I have been reminded once again of how vast this country is, how 
so much of it is still unpopulated and yet how so many will pay a 
fortune to be in places like Vancouver. Within a very short distance 
one is in mountains, rivers, forests and wilderness that host much 
wildlife, bears, cougars and plenty of salmon. 

Having spent several days in the Okanagon, I saw many wineries. 
British Columbia is very proud of the wine it produces. Some of the 
bottles are very expensive: the same price as good malt whisky. Many 
visitors are attracted by the wine trails. They have organised tours. 
I guess driving is not a wise option with so many tastings available. 

It is always good to see other places, especially ones that feature in 
the sailors’ stories of youth. It is good to see other places and be envi-
ous of a lifestyle and weather, but as usual it is good to be back home 
with plenty of photos and memories in the place my own forefathers 
procured for us 100 years ago. By the time this is read I will know 
what the sgadan I salted to go with the buntata tasted like, as we get 

together for our postponed Col Uarach gathering.

Coinneach aig Baile

One foot in the USA, one in Canada 

 Lion's Gate Bridge Vancouver from Stanley Park 
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Harvest Time

 Harvest time and getting ready for winter in 
Gress (sent in by Cathy Gunn)

The LATN-sponsored Back FC Player of the Month for August/
September 2019 was awarded to Joel Martin. After a great sea-
son, Joel has now moved to Aberdeen to begin his studies at 
RGU. We hope to see him back in a Blues jersey next summer.

Pl ayer of the Month

Material for 
publica-

tion in the 
NOVEMBER 

issue of 
Loch a Tuath 
News must 
be in before 
MONDAY 14 
OCTOBER 

2019

Pet 
Corne r

Shadow the sprocker is a box 
of frogs! At 5 months old, she 
is the newest member of the 
Lawrie/Maciver household, 

Upper Coll 

 Oscar the 16-week-old 
cocker spaniel belongs to 
Esther and Martin Maclean. 
They can’t wait to let him loose 
on the beach when they visit

Meet Minnie Mac, she 
is 10 weeks old. She is 

a Golden Chow from 
Aird Tong 

Murphy and Ruby 
from Gress, who 

belong to Maisie and 
Ethan Murray 


