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Welcome to the November issue, 
and what an issue it is too. We 
have some great articles for you, 
as well as lots of news and infor-
mation on all the forthcoming events in 
the lead up to the festive season. More of 
that in the next issue (but have a look at 
our ‘What’s on?’ section on p.15 and note 
that Sgire a’ Bhac kicks things off with Back 
FRC’s Christmas Fayre on 30 November).

I am writing this in the midst of Royal 
National Mòd madness and trying to work 
while keeping a close eye on the website for 
results. We have photos of the winners from 
the area in this issue on p. 29. Didn’t they 
do well? This year it was held in Glasgow 
and was probably as high-profile as it’s ever 
been. I enjoyed instant access to photos, per-
formances and results on the social media 
pages. It also made a nice change for us to be 
Tweeting, Instagramming and Facebooking 
about something other than football and 
giving our followers something else to cheer 
for. Don’t forget to give us a ‘like’ and/or a 
‘follow’ on all our platforms. We share a lot 
of information and news that doesn’t make it 
into the magazine for various reasons. 

Continuing the musical theme, you may 
have seen that local band Astrid is back. We 
got in touch with frontman Charlie Clarke, 
who hails from Gress, and he kindly (and 
enthusiastically) agreed to an interview, 
which you can read on p. 14. It’s great to see 
them back, albeit in a different form than 
before. Astrid last graced the front page of 
LATN in 1999, so it was interesting to hear 
about what they’ve been up to over the last 
20…YES 20…years! You can check out their 
new tour dates online.

Although we enjoy our social media here 
at LATN, there is definitely still a place for 
a good old-fashioned handwritten letter. 
There’s nothing nicer than opening our let-
terbox in the morning and finding an enve-
lope. This month we received some old pho-
tos from Alastair Tuxy, of Brora, along with 
his memories of growing up in Vatisker. In 
the past, we’ve received hand-written let-
ters from as far away as Detroit and New 
Zealand. Keep it up! We love receiving 

them, especially when 
they are unexpected. We 
haven’t had any Letters 
from Afar in the last few 
issues, but I’m pleased 
to confirm we have two 
coming very soon. If you 
would like to write one 
for us, please do. Don’t 
wait to be asked! 

You may also have noticed that our ‘Back in 
Time’ feature has been getting increasingly 
shorter; indeed, we have no ‘Back in Time’ 
at all this month. This is not deliberate—we 
are well aware that this feature is one of the 
most popular we publish (as confirmed by 
the 2019 survey results). Cathie Macleod 
(Gress), who does a great job of putting it 
together for us, checks the Stornoway Gazette 
archives each month and types up the vil-
lage news from all the issues published that 
month. Unfortunately, as 1949 has gone on, 
the news has become less and less, with 
nothing at all published for Back and Tong 
in the archives for November 1949. We are 
monitoring the situation with an idea of 
what we can do to counteract it should this 
lack of archival news continue.

This month we also lose our Weather Watch 
columnist, Richard Cooke, who is leaving 
the island to take up his dream job at the 
Met Office. Good luck Richard, and thank 
you for your contributions over the last 18 
months or so. However, I am pleased to 
confirm that we finally have someone to 
have a go at the much-requested ‘Nature’s 
Diary’ column, which will replace Weather 
Watch for the foreseeable future. You can 
look forward to the first of these columns 
by Chris Hammacott (New Street, Back) in 
the next issue. We introduce Chris on p.16, 
where she tells us about her rare sheep and 
rug-weaving business, among other things.

Until next time.

Jayne

P.S. This month sees the last of entrants in 
Pet Corner. Watch out for the online voting 
for LATN Pet of the Year coming soon.

 www.facebook.com/LochaTuathNews

 @lochatuathnews

 instagram.com/lochatuathnews
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School Road, Vatisker, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0JY) or by email (latneditor2@outlook.com). 
Contributions are preferred in digital format if possible. We are now able to scan pho-
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you need to have an article typed, please contact the secretary.

Missed any issues? If you would like a copy of any Loch a Tuath News sent to you, 
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We need you to keep us informed of any news you would like to share with the rest of 
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but they need your help. See the contact details on this page. Thanks!
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Back
Wedding Bells
Congratulations to Eilidh McLeman (grand-
daughter of Aonghas Upsan and Chrissie 
Margaret, daughter of Margaret and Derek 
McLeman) on her recent marriage to Fraser 
Donald Macleod (mac Innes and Maria, 
Oliver’s Brae). Eilidh and Fraser were mar-
ried on 29 September, 10 years to the day 
they met. The marriage and the reception 
took place at The Fairmont, St Andrews. We 
wish you many years of happiness together.  

School's Out
After 40 years of dedicated service, Katie 
Sandra Matheson, 17 Back, retired from 
her teaching post in the Gaelic Medium 
Department of Back School on 9 October. 
Since she first taught at our local pri-
mary school she has seen many techno-
logical advances and changes to teaching 
approaches and the curriculum. Katie's 
experience, breadth of knowledge and 
enthusiasm will be much missed by pupils 
and colleagues alike. We send her our best 
wishes for a happy retirement after such a 
lengthy shift at the chalkface.

Gaisgich Sgìre a' Bhac
We are pleased to inform readers that the 
project to commemorate the contribution 
made by the residents of the Back district 
to both world wars is now complete. An 
event to mark the book launch will take 
place at Back Free Church Hall on Friday 22 
November at 7.30pm. All are most welcome 
to attend.

Bereavement
Neil Murray, Niall Ailig Ruairidh, was born 
at 9 Back in October 1928, the youngest of 
seven in the family of Alexander and Kate 
Murray. He was brought up in a home that 
was a favourite visiting house for many in 
the neighbourhood and it was at the feet 
of his elders that he learned of the local 
traditions, history and genealogy that his 
retentive memory was able to impart even 
in his later years.

The innocence of his youth was broken 
with the outbreak of World War 2, in which 
all of his older siblings served. Two of his 
brothers, Ruaraidh and Sandy, were lost 
within weeks of each other in 1942, a dev-
astating providence that cast a long shadow 
across the Murray family for many years. 
Neil rarely spoke of his loss, but he became 
a supportive advocate for commemorating 
the war dead and he was a founding mem-
ber of the committee that established the 
Back War Memorial in 2001.

The greater part of his working life was 
spent in the Merchant Navy and then as 
a Harris Tweed weaver. He also partook 
of all the traditional crofting activities and 
enjoyed rock-fishing and scouring the sands 
in search of razor fish, a pastime in which he 
was regarded as something of a local expert. 

In 1960 he married Chrissie Bella Murray, 
22 North Tolsta, and the couple settled at 
Neil's family home where they brought up 

their four sons and one daughter. Following 
Chrissie's passing in 2017, Neil's health 
gradually declined and he passed away 
in the loving care of Blar Buidhe Nursing 
Home on 21 September. 

He will be remembered for his dry wit and 
memorable turn of phrase, but also as an 
obliging neighbour and friend who would 
offer practical support to anyone in need. 
Aged 90 years, Neil was the oldest man in 
Back village and his passing marks another 
breach in our link with a past generation. 
Alasdair, Mo, Ruaraidh, Iain and Katherine 
are very appreciative of the support they 
received during their father's illness and 
also in their time of loss.

Player of the Year
Congratulations to Andrew Macleod 
(grandson of Angus Iga and Bell Macleod, 
late of 44 Back) of Back FC, who was 
recently named the Lewis and Harris Youth 
Football Association’s under-15 player of 
the year. 

Church News
At our recent autumn communions the 
visiting minister over the weekend was 
Rev. Colin Macleod, Leith Free Church. 
It is interesting to note that Colin is the 
third generation in the Macleod family to 
have preached from the pulpit at Back. His 
grandfather Alexander was the congrega-
tion's minister from 1947 to 1954. His father, 
Murdo Alex, was the pastor at Stornoway 
and was our interim moderator at the 
time that he passed away in 1995. We trust 
that Colin enjoyed his weekend of fellow-
ship with us and also visiting his mother 
Annibel who lives on Lighthill Road.

Vatisker
Retirement
After a remarkable tenure of 47 years, Ian 
Mackinnon, 6 School Road, Vatisker, has 
retired as proprietor of the Grillburger. 
This well-known island business was estab-
lished in 1972 and Ian has been very much 
associated with its success. At a surprise 
retirement dinner, current and former col-
leagues paid warm tribute to their popular 
and respected boss. We join with them in 
wishing Ian a well-earned retirement after 
so many years at the helm.

Engagement
Congratulations to Craig Maciver (2 
Broadbay View) on his recent engagement 
to Amy Macleod. Craig is the son of Murdo 
and Margaret Ann (Corrodale, Back) and 
Amy is from Arnol, the daughter of Angie 
and Catherine Joan. 

Condolences
We extend our sympathy to Mrs Catriona 
Stewart, 38B Vatisker, following the pass-
ing of her stepmother Katie Mary Macleod 
on 16 September after a short illness. Katie 
Mary was predeceased several years ago by 
her husband John who many former stu-
dents will remember as a teacher and then 
as the Principal of Lews Castle College. 

KM, as she was known to her colleagues, 
nursed at various stages of her career in the 
Lewis and County Hospitals. The family 
is grateful to all friends for their support 
and attendance at the church services in 
Miavaig, Uig.

Congratulations
Well done to Mairi Macrae, 46 Vatisker, 
who recently passed her driving test. Safe 
driving Mairi.

Coll
New Baby
Congratulations to Alan and Nikki Mackay 
(31A Coll) on the arrival of their son Michael 
on 8 October, a wee brother for Emma. 

Graduation
Congratulations to Nicole Maclean (nighean 
Carol agus Marags, Braeview, 12 Coll), who 
has graduated in Legal Services from North 
East College Aberdeen. Nicole is now stud-
ying for an MA in Law and Management 
at Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen. 
Well done and good luck with your further 
studies.

On Holiday
On holiday with her cousin Mary Macintosh 
(30 Coll) was Mary Ann a' Chlàirc. Mary 
Ann spent some time with her brother John 
Murdo (75 Coll), who at the time of writing 
is still in the Western Isles Hospital. Also 
home to see their uncle was Shona and 
Kenneth the late Donella’s family and her 
grandson, Kenneth’s son. We do hope you 
had a restful holiday.

Gress
Graduation
Congratulations to Diane Bruce, grand-
daughter of Murdag Sgaoisidh (no. 15) on 
her graduation. Diane graduated BA (le 
Urram) Gàidhlig agus Foghlam (BA (Hons) 
Gaelic and Education) from Sabhal Mòr 
Ostaig. Diane is now teaching Gaelic at the 
Inverness Royal Academy.

Get Well Wishes
We send our best wishes to Chrissie Seddon 
(no. 41) who is now home from hospital. 
We hope she continues to improve.

Condolences
Our thoughts are with Alasdair Murray, 
Katherine and Scott on the death of Alasdair’s 
father Neil Murray (Back). We send our 
sympathy to all the extended family.  

As Na 
Bailtean
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Few events in recent years have affected our community so poignantly as the prema-
ture passing of Karen MacDonald, 7 Vatisker. During her short life Karen experienced 
many adverse providences. Her mother Marion (nee Davidson) died when she was 
aged three; she was only a young woman when her father Alex Dan Murray (Ailig 
Dan an t-Suainnich) passed away and she was also predeceased by her husband Kevin 
in 2007. Latterly she faced her own health concerns with fortitude and acceptance. 
Karen's positive, can-do attitude, vibrant personality and admirable charity work 
endeared her to her many friends, among whom were the MacLachlan family of 
Vatisker, who have placed the following stone on her cairn:

Karen had a boundless energy and enthusiasm for life and met every challenge that came her 
way with a positive attitude, always looking towards the end goal! She possessed a rare gift of 
personality in that she never judged anyone and rather was able to overlook the negative and 
keep striving ahead. 

As our neighbour we always found her to be generous, kind and willing to do a good deed for 
anyone. Her priority was her boys, whom she loved deeply and was immensely proud of. Karen had many difficult challenges in her life 
but didn’t let them defeat her. She rose above them with humour and determination to create a good future for her boys Murray, Scott, 
Connor and Kyle. 

To them we can only offer our love and sympathy and to assure them of our support through these difficult days.

Karen MacDonald 1974–2019

Tong
Wedding Bells
Congratulations to Murdo (Moley) 
Macleod (Ford Terrace) and Megan Riach 
on their wedding. The couple was married 
on 27 September at Martin’s Memorial 
Church in Stornoway, with the reception 
held at the Caladh Inn. Murdo is the son 
of Angela Buchanan, and Megan is the 
daughter of Alan and Kirsty Riach, Nethy 
Bridge near Aviemore.

60 Years Married
John and Mary MacNeil (Mem and Tootsie) 
celebrated their Diamond Wedding anni-
versary on 14 October with their family in 
Wellington, New Zealand. John is origi-
nally from Stornoway and Mary is the 
daughter of the late Angus MacDonald 
(Aonghas Bhragair) and Isabella (Iseabail 

Chraig, Aird Tong). They were married in 
Tong Meeting House on 14 October 1959 by 
Rev. Macaulay. The couple made their home 
in New Zealand many years ago but have 
been regular visitors to their home island 
since they emigrated. We extend our warm-
est congratulations to John and Mary on 
reaching this milestone anniversary.

Bereavement
It is with sadness that we report the passing 
of Alisdair Maclean on 16 September. We 
pass on our sympathy to his widow Dolina, 
and his daughter Ismay (19B Tong). Sadly, 
Alisdair's sister Flora Montgomery passed 
away only five days later, on 21 September. 
Laterly Flora was resident in Bethesda 
Hospice but had lived at 10 Morrison Terrace 
beforehand. We express our sympthay to 
Flora's children Anne and Innes, and to 
Alisdair and Flora's siblings Donald Angus 

(Goggan) and Marion Eadie.

Welcome to the Village
We welcome Marie Harris, 9 Ford 
Terrace, to the village having recent-
ly moved from Plasterfield.

Village Hall
The TRA held an EGM on 24 
September with the aim of recruit-
ing committee members and vol-
unteers to help with village events. 
A larger committee is now in place 
and the volunteer support shown is 
greatly appreciated. However, the 
TRA is still looking for a caretak-
er. Anyone interested can contact 
Kenneth Macphail, Chairperson, 
for more details.

Graduations
Congratulations to Eleanor Mairi 

Smith (Aird Tong) who has graduated 
from the University of Glasgow with a 2:1 
in Physiology and Sport Science. 

Congratulations also go to Ellen McAnulty, 
who has graduated from RMIT University 
Melbourne with first class honours as a 
Civil and Structural Engineer. Ellen current-
ly works as an engineer with a large build-
ing and engineering firm in Melbourne, 
Australia. Her other interests include pip-
ing and she plays for the Moorabin pipe 
band in Victoria. Ellen is the grand-daugh-
ter of Mary and John MacNeill (Mem and 
Tootsie). Ellen recently visited Scotland with 
her partner Jamie, who is the pipe major of 
Canterbury pipe band. They were playing 
at the world championships in Glasgow. 
Ellen hopes to return to Scotland and visit 
Lewis as she loves all things Scottish, espe-
cially the music. 

Jingle Walk and Family Bingo Evening

Tong PTA is organising a ‘jingle walk’ and 
family bingo evening on 28 November, 
6–8pm. At 6pm the Christmas lights switch-
on will take place at Tong School, followed 
by a short jingle walk. Jingle bells will cost £1, 
with glow sticks and refreshments included. 
This will be followed by family bingo at 
Tong Hall. Entries cost £5, eyes down from 
6.45pm. All proceeds from this evening will 
go towards new laptops for the school.

Upper Coll
U18 Player of the Year
Congratulations to Joel Martin, who was 
awarded the U18 Player of the Year title 
by the Lewis and Harris Youth Football 
Association in October. Well done!

 Diamond Wedding (Tong)

Diamond
Wedding!
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On Saturday 28 September villagers of all ages gathered for a very happy social occasion at 
Back FRC in Upper Coll. This get together had a dual function. Firstly, it was a celebration of 
the harvesting of the potatoes planted by the village children in April, organised by Comann 
Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac, commemorating the first raids on Coll farm in March 1919 that led to 
the setting up of Upper Coll village. It must be admitted that some of the potatoes were eaten by 
some rabbits so the harvest was supplemented with Gress potatoes and others grown in the village! 
Secondly, the gathering was also a chance for villagers to get together with their neighbours and have a good blether.

Kenny Maciver introduced the proceedings and, after grace being offered by Ali Maciver, the children had a taste of the 
potatoes with salt herring, eaten in traditional fashion with fingers and enjoyed by some! After the children had their 
fill of buntata ’s sgadan, the adults eagerly followed on. Tea, coffee and delicious baking was also offered.

Talia Graham entertained us beautifully by singing her entry for the Silver Pendant at the Royal National Mòd and also 
singing some English songs, accompanying herself on guitar.

An event like this cannot take place without the input of many helpers. The Comann Eachdraidh Upper Coll repre-
sentatives would like to record their thanks to Erica Clark in particular, for getting the occasion off the ground, and 
enlisting the support of other helpers. Thanks also go to Ross and Cerys Maciver for delivering Erica’s flyers, to Melanie 
Mackay for all her help on the day, to all those who contributed delicious baking, to all who helped in the kitchen, to 
all those came along and showed support, and last but not least to Kenny Maciver for salting and cooking the sgadan.

We hope that this will be the first of many more such occasions when old and young get together.

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac plans to work towards a big celebration of the Land Settlement Act in three years’ 
time, when the help of volunteers will be needed.     

A.T.

Upper Coll Village Gathering - Buntata ’s Sgadan

Comann
Calendar
Available!

The 2020 Comann Eachdraidh calendar is 
now available from local outlets and online 
(cebac.org)!

Priced £8 (including postage envelope) 
this attractive A3 wall calendar show-
cases the beauty of the local area whilst 
highlighting interesting historical facts. 
Copies are limited so get yours now to 
avoid disappointment!

November
Book
Launch

Gaisgich Sgìre a’ Bhac
We extend a warm invitation to all in the 
community to join us for the book launch 
of Gaisgich Sgìre a’ Bhac (The Heroes of 
Back District) on Friday 22 November 
at 7:30pm at Back Free Church Hall.

This comprehensive account of those 
from the Back area who served in both 
World Wars is full of detailed informa-
tion, many pages of photos and the 
local poetry the wars inspired.

The book, priced £15, will be available 
to buy from local outlets and online 
from the Comann's website.

An ideal Christmas present!
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Buntata ’s Sgadan



8

NORRIE'S GARAGE
 Cars and Commercial Servicing and Repairs 

 MOT  Tyres 

 Wheel Alignment & Wheel Balancing 

 Large Stock of Truck and Trailer Parts 

TEL: 01851 705398
Email: info@norriesgarage.co.uk

43 BELLS ROAD, STORNOWAY

ISLE OF LEWIS HS1 2RL

GOOD RANGE OF 
TYRES IN STOCK
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October was all about new fitness classes. We had yoga, dance, keep fit and Boogie Bounce, and these all con-
tinue into November, some with drop-in places still available. However, November sees us start to get ready for 
Christmas with a more arty and creative range of activities for you.

Sewing Christmas Crafts
On 7 November 7–8.30pm we have a four-week block of sewing classes starting. This block of classes will focus on 
creating a selection of Christmas-related crafts using a sewing machine. The class costs just £25 for the four weeks and 
is available to book online now. This is a small group class so places are limited. Book now to avoid disappointment.

Bike Club 
Unfortunately, we have had to move back our start date for the rainy day bike club this year. But the time has almost 
come. We will be back on Thursday 14 November. The club runs from 12pm to 3pm each Thursday and is open to all 
preschool children and their parents. This parent and toddler group is designed to let the little ones burn off some 
energy and practice their bike skills away from the winter weather.

Bikes and helmets suitable for ages 18 months–5 years are provided, along with refreshments for mum, dad, granny 
or shen. Donations on the door.

Christmas Craft and Charity Fayre: Saturday 30 November 11am–2pm
Free entry and lots of fun for all the family. This year there will be lunches, games, crafts and activities for all the fam-
ily, so why not join us and help raise funds for lots of local charities and clubs. If you would like to raise funds for 
your group or charity book your table now at www.backfrc.org.uk

Art Club
Our monthly art club will be doing a printing workshop on Saturday 16 November. The club is open to anyone with 
an interest in art and is free to attend. This month’s session will be a great opportunity to learn about different printing 
techniques and maybe print your own Christmas cards, presents or gift wrap. Workshops run from 10.30 to 12.30ish 
and are followed by a social lunch. Places must be booked in advance.

Book Club and Beginners Bowls Looking for New Members 
Are you looking for something new to do? We run a wide range of clubs and classes, including a monthly book club. 
We’re a very informal and relaxed club, and new members are welcome any time. Books are provided courtesy of the 

library reading group scheme. We read one book each 
month then meet up over tea and cake to discuss 
the book (among other things). Or perhaps you’d 
like some gentle exercise with your cup of tea? We 
also run a beginners bowls group. We try to meet 
weekly for a few games. You don’t need any expe-
rience and we are a more social than competitive 
group, perfect for anyone looking to try something 
new, be a little more active or meet new people. For 
more information on any of our clubs Contact Terri 
for more information: 820745.

New Youth Club
Parents and young people interested in the pos-
sibility of a new youth club starting at the centre 
are invited to come along to a meeting on Friday 
15 November at 7pm. 

For more information or to book any of our 
clubs events or classes visit www.backfrc.org.
uk or call Terri on 820745

(Please note the office will be closed from 25 
October to 11 November; however, you can still 
book online up to 24 hours before any class/

event.)

Back Footbal l and Recreation Club - What's on in November? 

Dates for your diary:
Christmas Sewing 7 November 7-8.30pm

Island Archers  Weds 7-9pm £8 adult £4 junior
Boogie Bounce Mondays 6pm, 6.30pm or Saturdays 

9.30am
Fitness Classes Tuesdays 7–8pm or Thursdays 9.30–

10.30am
Beginners Bowls Please check the website for dates 

and times
Back Art Together Saturday 16th November 10.30am

Book Club Thursday 21 November £2.50
Rainy Day Bike Club Thursday 14 November 12-3pm

Yoga Wednesdays 6–7.30pm 
 Christmas Craft and 

Charity Fayre Saturday 30th November 11am-2pm

Gym Inductions Various dates please check online

If you’d like to find out more about any of the activities 
happening at Back FC and Rec. Club please contact Terri 
on 01851 820745 or visit our website www.backfrc.org.uk
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Tom Hickman Exhibition 

EP6–7 visited An Lanntair to view the 
diverse art work of the talented artist Tom 
Hickman.

This was followed by a very enjoyable 
workshop, which saw the children create 
individual mirrors using a wide range of 
shells collected by Tom during his many 
trips to beaches on the island and further 
afield.

Potato Picking! 

Cara (EP6) and Kieran (EP7) have been 
looking after the potatoes planted in bags in 

Soccer Sevens

Well done to the children from Sgoil a' Bhac who participated in the Soccer 
Sevens Football Festival on Friday 20 September. They had a marvellous time 
representing the school.

Potato Picking 

Sgoil a’ Bhac

 Soccer Sevens

April by several children from the areas of Gress and Upper 
Coll.

The potatoes were recently picked and all involved were excit-
ed to see so many potatoes in each bag!

Angela, our school cook, boiled the potatoes in the canteen and 
those who wanted to try them got a lovely surprise at how tasty 
they were.  

Loch a Tuath News Presentation

We enjoyed a visit from the Editor of LATN in September. She pre-
sented our Head Teacher 
with the latest bound vol-
umes to add to our library.

Tom  
Hickman 

Exhibition

LATN  
Presentation
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New staff
 Miss Lesley Ann Edwards
  Miss Hayley Mackay

Following on from the work covered last 
session on recycling of plastics, Mr Brian 
Davis from Scottish Water kindly arranged 
for EP6–7 to participate in the launch of the 
first top-up tap in the islands.

The children were each given a water bottle 
from Scottish Water, which they then filled 
from the new tap. Their highlight was get-
ting to meet Peat & Diesel and have a photo 
taken with them!

The aim of the top-up tap is to encourage 
people to carry their own water bottle 
and keep ‘topping up’ instead of buying 
single-use plastic water bottles. Our thanks 
to Scottish Water for the opportunity to be 
part of the launch.

New Staff
We welcome some new members of staff to our team. Miss Hayley 
Mackay will be working with EP3–4 this year, and Miss Lesley Ann 
Edwards will be working with EP5–6. Mrs Emma Fall will be joining 
us on a Wednesday, and Mrs Alison McElhatton will be with us on a 

Thursday and Friday.

Each year House Captains are chosen from our P7 pupils to lead the four houses in the school. Our houses are named 
after ships in the Caledonian MacBrayne fleet and the house captains are as follows (pictured left-right): Columba—Joel 
Graham EP7; Claymore—Ava Mackenzie GP7; Seaforth—Luc Smith EP7; Suilven—Jess Muir EP7.

House Captains

New Staff

Taps the Way we do it 
in the Western Isles! 

 Water fountain Aaron and his Dad 
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Roving Reporters

Arran, Rosie, Leah, Charlotte, Amelia 
and Sarah have contributed to this 
month’s issue. It is a pleasure to 
have willing workers who give 
their time to record school 
events.

Ocean and Marine Habitats

The Primary 6/7 topic is oceans and 
marine habitats. As part of their project, 
the class went to Tong shore to pick up litter 
and help the local environment. They were also 
collecting shells, seaweed and pebbles to use in 
some art designs. The pupils have discovered that 
plastic pollution is caused by people littering all 
around the world. Nearly 8 million tonnes of plas-
tic goes into the sea every year, and this kills sea 
creatures and birds. The pupils read about some 
ships which were caught in a storm and lost over 
1000 rubber ducks, which was extremely damag-
ing to the environment. Pupils are now much 
more aware of the need to reduce the use of plastic 
and the importance of sharing this message with 
others. 

Welcome to Olivia

The pupils in P6/7 have a new classmate called Olivia. 
She had a great first day and has made lots of friends in 
her new class. We hope that everyone makes Olivia feel 
welcome.

Sgoil Àraich

The children in the Sgoil Àraich recently discovered 
dinosaur footprints! The brave explorers followed the 

footprints and 
eventually dis-
covered a very 
large dinosaur.

Macmillan Coffee Morning

The pupils in P6/7 organised the annual Macmillan coffee 
morning to raise funds for this worthwhile charity. There 
were lots of stalls, including guess the name of the teddy, 
guess the number of sweets in the jar and guess the lucky 
number. There were lots of cakes given round and there 
was even a game called ‘dunk the biscuit in the cuppa’. 
The giant teddy bear was won by Robyn in P3 and the 
sweetie jar was won by Campbell in P3. We raised a 
fantastic £903, which will be used by the charity on the 
island. Thank you to everyone who helped by donat-
ing delicious baking, organising raffles and serving hot 
drinks. We are grateful to all who came along to support 
the event as we couldn’t do it without you. 

Farewell to Mrs 
Graham

We are very sorry 
that Mrs Graham is 
leaving Tong School 
after 12 years as a 
Support for Learning 

Tong School
 Beautiful day for a beach 

trip

 Ready to look for 
dinosaur prints

 Look who was in 
nursery!

Opposiote page: 
Macmillan Coffee Morning 

P6+7 pupils with Mrs Maggie Martin 
from Macmillan 
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Assistant. She was a lovely helper and we 
are all very sad she is leaving. We 

thank Mrs Graham for all her 
kindness, patience and fun 
sense of humour. We will 
all miss her very much 
and hope she will be 
back soon for a visit.

Bienvenue à 
Mathildhe (welcome 
to Mathildhe)

Mathildhe is a French 
language assistant who 

is helping all classes to 
learn more French. She’s a flu-

ent French speaker so this is really helping us to learn more French words. We 
hope Mathildhe will enjoy living on our small Scottish island. 

P2/3 Assembly

Primary 2/3 led the assembly on Thursday 3 October. The pupils shared an impor-
tant message for everyone: treat others the way in which you would like to be 
treated. Their lively singing of ‘I’d like to teach the world to sing’ emphasised their strong message. They also shared 
some of their learning and everyone enjoyed the assembly. It was lovely to have some parents present at the assembly. 

Maths Week

Parents were invited to visit classes and see some Maths learning in action as part of Maths week. Pupils were proud 
to share learning and show their work. Pupils from P2–7 were also entertained by best-selling author, Kjartan Poskitt. 
He showed many fun Maths tricks and everyone laughed at his funny antics. Kjartan kindly returned in the evening to 
treat parents and children to a Maths show. Many thanks to Mrs Macleod in P6/7 for organising the visits. 

Loch a Tuath News Presentation

Melanie Mackay, former Editor of Loch a Tuath News, and also Harris and Amelia’s mum, received a warm welcome at 
assembly on Monday 7 October. Melanie kindly came along to present the school with a bound copy of the magazine 
to add to our collection. Murdo (GM1) and Charlotte (P7) happily accepted the volume and we look forward to taking 
a look through the pages. The volumes are a fantastic historical resource to have within the school. We thank Melanie 
for giving her time in this way. 

Meet M athi
lde

 Farewell to Mrs Graham Beautiful ocean art work from P6+7 Murdo and Charlotte with Melanie 
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Fans of Astrid will be delighted by the news 
that the band is back. Formed in the mid-1990s, 
Astrid enjoyed success with their three albums, 
as well as many singles. With a new album out 
and a move from Los Angeles back to Scotland, 
we caught up with Charlie Clark (20 Gress) via 
e-mail to find out what the future holds for the 
new incarnation of Astrid. 

ED: Astrid is back! We last saw you on 
the front pages of LATN back in 1999 
(featuring twice in the same volume), 
early on in what would be a successful 
period for the band. Following Astrid’s 
split in 2004, tell us a bit about what 
you’ve been up to since then.

CC: After Astrid broke up, I recorded 
an album with a band from Edinburgh 
called The Zephyrs. With that band I recorded an album and basically 
toured Europe for a year before forming Cold Night Song, who would go 
on to win the Danny Kyle Award at Celtic Connections in 2005. My brother 
Kevin had moved to Glasgow at this point and we started a band together 
called Our Lunar Activities with James Reeves from Upper Coll and Derek 
Healey from Ranish. That band released a single through a subsidiary of 
Snow Patrol’s record label and would go on to support Snow Patrol, The 
Buzzcocks, +44 and play festivals and shows round Europe and America.

In 2007 we had all moved back to Stornoway to base Our Lunar Activities 
from home. We ended up recording an album with Mark Hoppus from 
Blink 182 in LA over a year-long period. That band broke up before we 
released our debut album, for various reasons…questionable management 
and not the best-looking record deal among them. So at that point I put the 
focus on my promotion company ‘KNK Presents’ in Stornoway. Taking tour-
ing bands and artists up to the island and doing club nights. 

In 2010 I moved to LA, where I played with various artists and bands but 
released a solo record called ‘Feel Something’, which came out on Edwin 
Collins’ AED label, who Astrid are with now.

My main job in Los Angeles was being the booking agent for Harvard 
and Stone, a music venue and bar located on the quiet side of Hollywood 
Boulevard. I was there for 6 years.

ED: What is different about 
this version of Astrid? 
When did you decide to 
get back together? Who is 
in the band now?

CC: Willie (Willie Campbell; 
mac John Angus Stodge 
(Tolsta)) and I had discussed 
doing a project in 2016 when 
I came back to visit home 
from LA. It was the first time 
since Astrid had broken up 
that we discussed doing 
something together again 
and Willie was coming over 

Charlie Clark, David Calum McMillan, Scott Macleod, Willie Campbell 
 and James Clifford

to LA to do some recording.

Once we started sending each other 
songs it was clear it was an Astrid 
album. We used to musician friends of 
mine in LA to record the album. Eric 
McCann played bass and produced 
the record, and Dash Hutton played 
drums. It was at his house in Laurel 
Canyon we recorded it.

The line-up we have now for playing 
live shows is mainly from Stornoway. 
David Calum McMillan plays drums, 
Paul Martin from Upper Coll on gui-
tar, and sometimes Scott Macleod. 
James Clifford from Glasgow band The 
Cosmic Rough Riders plays bass.

Fingers-crossed we are more compe-
tent musicians now and I think the line-
up that we have is more energetic and 
together than Astrid ever was before. I 
feel like it’s a better band. Willie and I 
are really lucky to have such talented 
guys play with us. 

ED: Where have you been playing 
over the summer? Where can we see 
you?

CC: We’ve had an amazing summer. 
Over the last few months we played 
Belladrum, Stramash, March Into 
Pitlochry, Loopallu, and we’ve done 
various TV shows and headline gigs 
around Scotland. We just got back 
from 3 weeks around the UK sup-
porting Edwyn Collins and go out 
again in November. We want to do 
an official album launch in McNeils 
in Stornoway on October 31st and 

Astrid is Back!
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WHAT'S ON?
2019-20

    ------  ---------  ------  
1 NOVEMBER

Tong Village Halloween Party
------  ---------  ------  

8 NOVEMBER
CeBac Lecture by Ian QUigley on 

Vatisker, The Hut
------  ---------  ------  

9 NOVEMBER
Tong Village Bonfire & 

Fireworks
------  ---------  ------  

10 NOVEMBER
Remembrance Service and 

Wreath Laying, 10.45am 
------  ---------  ------  

14 NOVEMBER
CHRISTMAS SHOW AND SALE, LEWIS & 
HARRIS AUCTION MART, FROM 10AM

----  ---------  ------  
16 NOVEMBER

Soup & Pudding, Back Church 
Hall, 12pm

------  ---------  ------  
22 NOVEMBER

GAISGICH SGÌRE A’ BHAC LAUNCH, 
BACK FREE CHURCH HALL, 7.30PM

------  ---------  ------  
26 NOVEMBER

Tong Recreation Association AGM
Stornoway Christmas Lights 

Switch-On
------  ---------  ------  

28 NOVEMBER
Tong PTA jingle walk and family 

bingo evening, 6–8pm
----  ---------  ------  

30 NOVEMBER
Christmas Craft and Charity 

Fayre (Coll centre)
----  ---------  ------  

7 DECEMBER
Santa’s Grotto, The Hut, 2–4pm

----  ---------  ------  
24 DECEMBER

Santa Visit at Gordon’s, 6pm
Mulled wine and mince pies at 

LATN office, 5.30pm
----  ---------  ------  

28 DECEMBER
Back FRC Annual Christmas 
Dinner, Caladh Hotel, 7pm

----  ---------  ------  
JANUARY (DAY TBC)
CeBac lecture by Iain 

Mackinnon on the history of 
Back Free Church

----  ---------  ------  
11 JANUARY

Tong Senior Citizens Christmas 
lunch 

then in mid-November do the Shiine In Festival in England.

ED: What are your plans for the future? Will you still be working on 
separate projects or is Astrid your main focus right now?

CC: We are hoping to record a new album at the beginning of next year, 
with Edwyn Collins producing. Edwyn has a studio in Helmsdale and 
we’re looking at recording it there. We also plan on recording some older 
songs and doing an EP later this year. So lots of recording and touring. 
Willie always has several projects on the go, as do I, but we’re both shifting 
the focus to Astrid for now.

ED: Will you basing yourself in Lewis again?

CC: For the last couple of years I’ve been back and forth from LA. I made 
the decision recently to move back to the UK. I’ve been between Glasgow 

and Stornoway recently. I 
would definitely say Astrid 
is an island band, now bas-
ing ourselves in Lewis.

ED: Anything else you’d 
like to add?

CC: Willie and I have 
been overwhelmed by 
the response we’ve had 
to the new album and all 
the support we’ve had, 
especially from home. 
We can’t thank everyone 
enough.

Editor’s note: after our e-inter-
view, Astrid announced some 
new tour dates. Check out 
their Facebook page for ven-
ues. Astrid’s album Fall, 
Stand, Dance is available 
for download and streaming 
now.

 Astrid gracing LATN front pages 20 years ago!
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This tale begins in 1990, if you can remember that far back! We, 
that is husband Andrew and I, were working with The Rare 
Breeds Survival Trust (RBST); we were rug weavers specialising 
in using British sheep fleeces and the Trust commissioned us to 
promote rare breeds of sheep. We travelled with the charity with 
our huge loom demonstrating at all the big agricultural shows 
from the Royal Highland to Hyde Park; you would not believe 
the antics at these big shows after the crowds had gone home, fun 
and exhausting all at the same time! For my sins, I also judged 
fleece for the British Wool Marketing Board and primitive sheep 
for the National Sheep Association. To say we were immersed in 
sheep and wool would be a vast understatement. Where is this 
going, you may be asking? Well at one show in the primitive sec-

tion I was asked to judge, was a chap with a small grubby white-coloured ewe lamb. She was trim in shape with long 
legs and small slightly curving horns. The programme said Boreray and she was the first I had seen. 

We are all aware of the St Kilda Isles off the west coast of these islands, and the sheep that range freely there. Well there 
are three breeds there: the Soay, Hebridean and the Boreray. These were all registered with the RBST, but the Boreray 
was then still classed as feral, so not worthy of any rare breeds status. It was thought they were just a type of early 
blackface and would not breed to type. However, on that day I fell a little in love with this wee ewe and her intelligent 
and bright face. It took a number of years for the feral classification to be dropped and sadly it was then found that the 
Boreray was the most critically endangered sheep breed, with only between 300 and 500 ewes left. That means they are 
rarer than pandas, a great shame as it is now believed they are the only direct descendants of the Scottish Dun Face 
(could do with a remarketed name). The gene bank is tiny and totally unique, and for a time it was a huge worry as so 
many were still on the islands. If disease struck it would have been game over; however, now a few flocks are dotted 
about. I only wish they had had the same promotion as the Hebridean sheep, a breed which has gone from strength to 
strength. Maybe the black fleece and multiple horns have more appeal?

Fast forward to 2012, when we moved to the Isle of Lewis. One of the first things on the to-do list was sheep to fill the 
croft that had been neglected and empty for far too long. I located someone in Fife with Hebridean and Boreray. I was 
so sad that however often I asked no one locally had Boreray. But one evening a trailer arrived with our new flock. The 
Boreray ram who had a very fancy pedigree name instantly became Archie. He is rather impressive and carries the 
rarer black gene, although he is silver grey and the ewes all looked just as I wanted: slight, dainty with a ‘don’t mess 
with me’ look in those amber eyes. They are, let’s say, independent wee beasts. They don’t take to dogs and will run 
towards them rather than away. Our dear shearer has got used to the rugby tackle needed to hold them, and their abil-
ity to clear a six-foot barrier from a standing jump has surprised many a visitor, and occasionally put a crimp on a vets 
day, and to be honest—as we found the first year of lambing—their mothering ability is pretty non-existent. Two of the 
ewes had twins and each one abandoned the second lamb; I can understand that on St Kilda where grazing is sparse, 
but my lot had never been short on feed! We bottle-reared the two abandoned lambs and at last we have at least two 
Boreray that look pleased to see us! Against the negatives they will quite happily eat the reeds that abound on the croft, 
as well as brambles and heather. The lambs have kept us entertained with wild runs and games of hide and seek, plus 
the fleeces—if we wanted to sell them—are much sought after for their rarity value, and I just adore the fact we have 
at last got them. The flock we have is registered under 
the name Black Pearl, named after a very special pug, 
but that’s another story (see Pet Corner).

Along with them we have quite a mixed bag of 
sheep, Hebridean and Soay to finish the St Kilda trio, 
Herdwicks from Cumbria, Torddu from Wales, plus 
some interesting cross breeds. 

We run what is called a ‘no kill’ flock, not that unu-
sual on the mainland, but I appreciate a bit different 
here. It means the sheep are here for their natural life 
span. We needed to use the fleeces to help the sheep 
pay for themselves, so that’s when the old business 
of rug weaving came out of wraps and the looms 
were working again. 

In Search of a Boreray

The hand-reared lambs 

 A Boreray ewe



17

On coming here, we had both retrained as Harris 
Tweed weavers, but the lure of rug weaving has 
always been strong, so as a side-line and as we only 
had the one double-width tweed loom I started 
weaving rugs from the accumulated fleeces. 

To make a rug the fleece is first sorted, then spun into 
yarn on a traditional spinning wheel. It is then washed 
with organic soaps, dried naturally, then woven on one 
of the traditional wooden floor looms. It is slow and 
heavy work weaving, but the rugs are each so different 
and I love the challenge of bringing out the best of a 
fleece. I can stripe, marble and make patterns with the 
joy that no two rugs will ever be the same. The culmi-
nation was this year weaving a St Kilda rug from the 
three sheep breeds…that was a happy moment. 

Visitors to the workshop love the fact they can see 
the sheep and then the rug made from the fleece. 
They are practical, as well as useable, and when we want a little colour injection it comes from the croft. I use plant 
dyes and to that end the polytunnel is full of dye plants along side the tomatoes and peppers! Getting colour from 
plants be it roots, flowers or leaves has long been practised on the island and I enjoy using some of the plants that grow 

wild here, at last a use for Crocosmia! Such is the enthusiasm that I 
have been commissioned to write a book on Scottish natural dyes 
so the workshop will be awash with colour samples this winter. 

Life may never be a straight path. Ours has wandered in many 
a direction, from my teaching degree-level textiles to Andrew 
managing part of London Underground; however, that wee ewe 
all those years ago, and the lure of an elusive breed has been with 
us, and it is perfect now to have sheep with such a history with us 
on this new wander, who knows where it will lead?

Chris Hammacott (New Street, Back)

 One of Chris's rugs

Archie 

Bowls Update
The AGM of the bowling club was 
held on 30 September, but although 
attendance was poor we managed 
to progress with business and a 
date for the start of the new season 
was agreed as 10 October. We also 
agreed a new format to overcome 
the possibility of too many asking 
to join. We will be issuing cards to 
players and it is incumbent on the 
members to ensure you take part 
that you turn up early. On the first 
night 16 players turned up, but it is 
anticipated that more will become 
members later. 

Congratulations to Malky Macleod who is the Stornoway outdoor 
bowls club champion, and to runner-up Chris Kelso (Stornoway). 
Having both of them play the winter bowls at Back should make for 
an interesting competition between the pair (pictured above). 

The usual ‘come-and-try’ is held on Friday afternoons, and if you wish 
to take part just turn up and you will be most welcome. I am sure you 
will enjoy the company and also playing the game. See you there.

D.A. Stewart     

Back FC was delighted to hear that former player 
James Graham (grandson of the late Angusina a' 
lally and Kenny Graham) had been asked down to 
train at Liverpool Football Academy for 10 days in 
October. He scored twice in Liverpool’s 3-0 victory 
over Notts County on Saturday 12 October, putting 
in a brilliant performance. 

James Swaps Blue for Red
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MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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The Loch ‘a Tuath Community Hut—known locally as ‘The Hut’— has now been open for nine and a half years. When 
we got the keys back in 2009/2010 the building was very dated and needed a lot of work done. We received grants, very 
good support from local councillors, and local businesses and to date have

 re-clad the outside walls
 fitted a new and extended kitchen
 re-arranged the toilets to allow for disabled access
 fitted new electric heaters
 changed one of the fire exits into a dual-use fire/disabled access door, leading onto a level path car park area
 re-painted the inside, resurfaced the steps, added outdoor handrails and fitted security lighting.

It is a busy building—some weeks there aren’t enough nights to accommodate demand. It is used by several community 
groups on a regular basis, as well as for private functions and fundraising events. We offer a small hall, a kitchen with 
catering facilities for 60 people and a small meeting room, which can all be booked and hired.

It is run by a small committee of volunteers who oversee the building, but we do rely on users to take responsibility and 
look after the facility by tidying up, emptying bins and generally trying to leave the building as they found it.

Now, we face our biggest challenge yet—we desperately need a completely new roof! The existing one has always leaked 
and has been temporarily patched up many times but has now reached a stage where it needs replaced.

We are finding it hard to access funding—we don’t own the building and are not a registered charity so our options are 
limited. Therefore, we have started a fundraising drive in order to be able to replace the roof ASAP. 

We are grateful to LATN for this opportunity to advertise our facility and to also use it as an opportunity to appeal to 
the district of Back to support any events we run. If anyone has any ideas to help us in our venture please let us know.

We had a Soup & Pudding on 14 September, which was well attended and raised £665—thank you to all those who came.

We hope to have a sweetie table at the Coll Centre Christmas Fayre on 30 November, then our annual Santa’s Grotto and 
coffee afternoon on 7 December—this will be our tenth 
Grotto so we look forward to making it a big and busy 
one! We will also have a Christmas Hamper to raffle off 
in the run up to Christmas, and hope to sell tickets at the 
Christmas Fayre and at our Grotto. In January we are plan-
ning a take-away curry night (details to follow).

We have a Facebook page—please follow us to keep up to 
date or email kas30b@hotmail.com or call 07748386990 for 
any further help or information.

Loch a' Tuath Community Hut
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22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
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RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service
ADVICE
YOU CAN
TRUST

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £33.50 (or £20 for email) to Laura Burns, 29 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LQ.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
Post Code___________________________________
Email address (for PDF copies)
____________________________________________
I enclose £33.50  or £20 for PDF 
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________



21

Congratulations to our cover star this month, Isabelle Bain 
(Gress), who won the prestigious Mary Lamont Gold Medal. 
Isabelle also came first in the morning half of the competition, 
winning the Moray Trophy and the Donnie Murray Trophy for 
the highest marks. 

Coisir Sgire a’Bhac won the coveted Lorn Shield for the 14th 
time and the Silver Baton was awarded to conductor, Avril 
Allen, who also conducted the Nicolson Institute Choir, which 
was well-represented by Bacachs and half-Bacachs! Rebecca 
Fairgrieve (grand-daughter of Fiona Campbell, 15 Back) was 
in both winning choirs, accompanied by her mum, brother 
and aunt in the adult competition. The choir performed well 
in the prescribed piece 'An Ciaora', a well known sailor’s song 
about the ship, the Kia Ora. The song was composed by Murdo 
Morrison (Murchadh Beag) of 25 Habost, Ness (1898–1932) who 
sailed on the Kia Ora for a time, along with Murdo Macaskill 
from Melbost (Galson; Murchadh Chalum MhicAsgaill). The 
choir’s own choice was 'Airigh a' Chùlchin', a favourite of the 
late Rodney Mackenzie, choir conductor. Both Lorn Shield 
pieces were arranged by Kenny Thomson. The choir was pre-
sented with the Captain Angus Stewart Trophy for gaining the 
highest marks in music and shared, with Lochs Gaelic Choir, 
the Hamish Graham (Strath) Trophy for the highest marks in 
Gaelic in the aggregated scores from the puirt, Lorn Shield and 
ladies competitions. The choir is privileged to be mentored by 
Gaelic singer and song expert, Margaret Stewart (Upper Coll), 
who is our Gaelic Advisor. Coisir Sgire a’ Bhac Ladies Choir 
were third in their competition.

Pupils from Sgoil a’ Bhac also enjoyed great success. 
Congratulations to Magnus Montgomery (6 Back), who came 
first in his poetry recitation competition and second in his 
solo singing competition. Magnus’s older brother Finlay 
Montgomery came first in his storytelling and third in his 
poetry recitation competitions.

Well done to Lilia Macdonald (Holburn, 61A Upper Coll) who 
came first in her solo singing competition. She was also placed 
joint second in her Sgeulachd competition. Her younger sister 
Elise came fourth in her solo singing competition.

Talia Graham (Upper Coll), representing the Nicolson Institute, 
was awarded second place in the James Macphee 13–15 learner 
solo competition. She shared the Alexander Hamilton trophy 
for the highest Gaelic marks. 

See p29 for photographs - all photographs except that of Talia Graham 
and of the Fairgrieve/Anderson family © Graham Hood Official Mòd 
Photographer.

Royal National Mòd
Glasgow 2019

Remembrance Service 
and Wreath Laying
Sunday 10th November 2019 10.45am 
at Back War Memorial
After the short Service and the laying of wreaths at 
the War Memorial, tea and coffee will be served in the 
Church Hall. Thereafter a Remembrance Service will 
be held in the Church starting at 12.00 Noon. A retir-
ing collection will be taken at the close of the 12 noon 
Church Service to help with the ongoing maintenance 
costs of the War Memorial site.

All are very welcome to attend.
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING

Independent Financial 
Advisers

Donald Martin

Succession Wealth,
based within CIB,

63 Kenneth Street, Stornoway. 
HS1 2DS.

(t) 01851 701212
(m) 0784 679 6866

(e) donald.martin@succession-
wealth.co.uk

W E A L T H
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Fabulous Fundraisers

We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who contributed to our 
successful Macmillan coffee morning last month. We were overwhelmed 
with the baking donations and bake-off entries! It was lovely to have such a 
buzz about the place and great that some of our delivery patients were able 
to make it along who we don’t usually see as much of. Congratulations to 
Ian Roxburgh who won with his Chelsea buns.

In total we raised £546, which will go towards a very good cause. We regu-
larly work with Macmillan nurses and see the wonderful support they give 
to patients. It’s nice to be a part of the community giving back in apprecia-
tion of their work.

Jenny
Back Pharmacy

World’s Biggest Coffee Morning: Mòran Taing

On 25 September the Little 
Lambs toddler group held a 
fundraiser for MND Scotland 
(Motor Neurone Disease). 
The children had great fun 
decorating cakes and Louise 
Maclachlan was crowned ‘star 
baker’. An amazing total of 
£663 was raised for this worth-
while cause. Thank you to all 
who donated and helped on 
the day.

MND Fundraiser

On 21 September, Serenity Hair & Beauty held a charity blow-
dry/massage day at the salon to raise money for Macmillan. As 
well as getting your hair blow-dried and styled or enjoying a neck 

and shoulder 
massage, eve-
ryone was 
welcome to 
sit and enjoy 
a vast array 
of delicious 
home-baking, 
tea, coffee, bucks fizz and prosecco, and buy raffle tickets to be in 
with a chance of winning some fantastic prizes. Congratulations 
to everyone who won something, and well done to everyone 

at the salon for raising £1958.56 for the 
charity. 

Serenity Hair & Beauty

Raise Nearly £2000!

 What a spread!

Enjoying the blow dries 

 Back Pharmacy's coffee morning
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Growing up in Vatisker in the 1950s

I was born in 1947 and am known by 
many as Alistair ‘Tuxy’ Campbell. My 
father was a Harris Tweed weaver and 
had the croft at no. 8. The communi-
ty spirit at that time was very strong. 
Everyone was relatively poor, but all 
seemed to be the best of friends, ever 
ready to help one another in any way 
possible. We had no mains water; buck-
ets from the well was the only answer. 
We had no mains electricity until about 
1952—Tilley paraffin lamps being used 
in every home, even in the church. The 
only radios were huge battery ones, 
which were very expensive to buy and 
run. We only got television in about 1964, 
and only one channel, BBC One, only for 
a few hours each day and only in black 
and white! There were only three small 
vans in the whole village, plus a car at the 
manse and at the school house. Everyone 
who was able to do so cut a lot of peats 
and most of the crofters had a least one 
cow—my parents sometimes had two 
or three. We went to the old school, now 
long gone. It was always a very cold 
place, despite the best efforts of the jani-
tor, James and his good wife Marion. 

The great majority of people went to 
church. Most walked. There would be 
maybe five or six cars at most. Huge 
crowds used to gather there at the twice-
yearly communion seasons. Buses came 
from all areas of the island, bringing 
folk together. A very exciting time for us 
young folk! We very seldom got a trip 
on the bus to Stornoway, so the annual 
Sunday school picnic was a very special 
day. A bus trip to remote Ness or even 
Uig would be enjoyed by all and talked 
about for many days after. 

There were some 20 Harris Tweed weav-
ers in Vatisker and Brevig, and we would 
work the weft winders for them for a fair 
payment. These weavers taught us much 
about the job and many of us became 
weavers in due time. Weaver’s sheds 
were a good place to spend a rainy day! 
Our main mode of transport was by foot. 
As we got a bit older ancient bikes would 
be repaired and used. Lack of money for 
tyres was a permanent problem! As we 
got older still we would sometimes ven-
ture as far as Stornoway—a big adven-
ture—but the roads were a lot quieter 
then. Another big thing was the show-
ing of films in the old Back hall by The 
Highlands and Islands Film Guild, I still 

remember watching one called Bridge on 
the River Kwai. From late September we 
all spent a lot of time on the rocks fishing 
for cuddies, many an excellent meal they 
provided.

In the mid-1950s my parents and uncles 
renovated an old shieling out at Loch an 
Eilean. Eventually, in 1959, with a cor-
rugated iron shed, which is still there, 
we would walk out many times over the 
summer. Great times, but the rain and the 
midges still linger in my memory! Sadly, 
very few people go there now. No one has 
sheep out there and hardly anyone cuts 
peat. The whole place is deserted.

As there were only three telephones in 
the area news had to be passed on ver-
bally, so people were always calling in to 
visit each other. Nobody felt left out or 
lonely. I firmly believe that my genera-
tion was born at an ideal time. The war 
was over and slowly but surely living 
standards were improving all round. 
So many things about the village have 
changed over the last 60-odd years. What 
will Vatisker be like the year 2090? 

Regards, Alistair

Letter to the Editor

Aerial View of Vatisker c. 1960s
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 Unknown boat and crew at Brevig. It could 
be ‘Peter’, 1 New Park, getting into the boat. 
They stopped to pick up extra ballast.

Neil Graham (mac Sgurd),  
An Caimbeul (mac a' Heech)

 Norman 
Campbell 

(Tuxy) at 
Loch an 

Eilean c. 
1968.

 Shona 
McKerracher, 
now 
McPherson, 
outside Ford 
Terrace, 
Tong, (c.1963-
64)

Murdo Campbell, 31 Vatisker, Dougie  
Maclean, Zealanda, Norman Campbell (Tuxy), 

School Street, Vatisker. 
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Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office

20 Kenneth Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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My parents moved to 
the Isle of Lewis when 
I was 3 weeks old. I 
briefly lived in Aird 
Tong from the age of 
2 to 4, but Newvalley 
was where I grew up, 
with a great commu-
nity of families who 
loved to take their 
kids to the beach and 
on adventures to the 
coast—surfing, pier 
jumping and kayak-
ing. It was an amaz-
ing childhood and a 
fantastic stomping 

ground for well over 20 years. After school I studied Fine Art at Duncan of 
Jordanstone in Dundee and later went on to do my Post Graduate in Secondary Art and Design Education. This 
prompted a move back home to teach, bring up my son in an amazing place and get back to the coastline that I have 
always loved. I taught in the primary schools, as well as at the Nicolson Institute, where I am now permanently based. 
In 2012 the story came full circle and I moved back to Aird Tong after buying my dream house of a little white cottage 
near the sea. 

Life as a full-time teacher and mum was great, but I was increasingly frustrated at the lack of time and space I had to do 
my own art practice. So, a few years ago, not long after buying my house in Tong, I took the leap and reduced hours at 
work to 4 days a week and built an art studio in my garden. The combination of having space and time was fantastic, 
but I had to figure out what inspired me. By taking time to experiment, make mistakes, try new materials and enjoy 
the process of creating again it quickly became clear that ‘the sea’ and my relationship with it was what made me tick. 
I was excited about my work when it related to the diverse and charismatic people I met through surfing, being at the 
beach or purely the colours, textures, light and beauty of the Hebridean coastline.

I love using mixed-media layering and combining collage, acrylics, oils and screen printing. In art school I had fallen 
in love with the screen-printing process, but there were no facilities to screen print on Lewis. However, since building 
the studio I have slowly built up and created screen printing facilities, which allows me to print and layer bold simple, 
graphic images or patterns on top of my paintings or collages. 

Once I had identified the main inspiration for my work I needed a goal to keep me focused so I started creating my 
first large-scale solo exhibition ’Wave Migration’ for An Lanntair. The exhibition focused on Lewis surfers and their 
stories. For the surfers originally from Lewis surfing and the lifestyle it gave them was a key factor in their decision 
to stay when so many of their peers decided to leave. For those that moved to the island it was the draw of the waves, 
wilderness and culture that led them to find something different and special in Lewis. I wanted to create a body of 
work that captured a moment in time that may have disappeared in other more popular, commercial and accessible 
surf destinations. Here in the Hebrides we still have wilderness and solitude which are the reasons many people get 
into surfing in the first place.

In April this year, after nearly two years of work, ‘Wave Migration’ finally went on show at An Lanntair. A collection 
of portraits consisting of large mixed-media diptychs about each surfer’s unique story of migrating to or choosing to 
stay in Lewis, as well portraits of their favourite waves in motion, and a celebration of the best surf spots that Lewis 
has to offer.

After focusing on one project for so long the next challenge is to 
find a new idea to get my teeth into. I find this the hardest part of 
being creative—trying to think of something new or interesting 
to create or say. So until this new challenge appears my plan is 
to go back into the studio, learn new skills and enjoy having the 
space to be creative, get messy, paint and screen print. 

To see more of my work please visit my website: 
www.lauramaynardart.com

Artist in Residence: Laura Maynard

 One of the exhibition artworks
Laura's studio 

 Wave Migration Exhibition 
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 Magnus 
and Finlay 
Montgomery

Elise  
and Lilia 

Macdonald

 Holding the Captain 
Angus Stewart Cup (Dodo, 
12 Back) for highest 
marks in music in The 
Lorn Shield competition 
are four members of his 
family, who are currently 
in Coisir Sgire a’ Bhac: 
Sandra Fairgrieve and 
Marie Anderson, grand-
nieces, and Rebecca and 
Jonathan Fairgrieve, 
great-grand niece and 
great-grand nephew, 
respectively, of Captain 
Stewart. 

Talia   
Graham 

(left) 

Royal 
Nat ion a l 

Mòd

 Coisir 
Sgire a' Bhac
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts, Tours

Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams  ●  Spectacles  ●  Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                 700808
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It is getting to that part of the year when we 
start looking back at the year coming to an 
end, although we still have a few weeks in 
which a lot can happen.

I have once again had the good fortune to 
be present at a Royal National Mòd, where 
both young and old have acquitted them-
selves so well and been such a credit to 
themselves and our district.

One can reflect on days past when Gaelic 
was the language of practically every home 
in our area, when the National Mòd was a 
far distant event to which only a very few 
would think of going. The language was 
in the home, in the playground and in the 
church. Now it is very often neither the 
language of the home, the playground nor 
the church. 

It was a pleasure to attend the Mòd and 
once again meet and speak in Gaelic to peo-
ple from as far apart as the United States 
and Germany, as well as many from our 
cities, who have no Gaelic background, but 
who place such a value on our language 
and culture. Yet we seem to not be bothered 
that we are willingly allowing it all to ebb 
away. 

I understand and sup-
port all the efforts that 
are being made, but 
as was pointed out to 
me several times, if the 
decline of the language 
is to be reversed, the 
language has to be the 
language of the home 
once again. Is that hap-
pening? We have to be 
honest and acknowl-
edge it is not. There are 
notable exceptions, but 
they are the exceptions. How many of us have been talking to someone 
in Gaelic and when a child appears speaks English to the child? 

The decline has increased during my lifetime. Many of my genera-
tion chose not to teach their children Gaelic. That was their right. That 
was their choice. Now we have a new generation that recognises that 
language is not just a means of present-day communication but holds 
the key to us understanding who we are as a people. But the question 
remains as to the possibility of it ever becoming the language of the 
next generation. The choice is ours. It was great to see our community 
being so well represented on the stage at the Mòd. Wouldn’t it be great 
if some of that would rub off on us in our everyday lives? The choice 
is ours.

The Mòd itself has changed so much over the years. When I first 
attended, while people spoke and sang in Gaelic, the introductions and 

adjudications were mostly in English, ‘As not everyone 
understands Gaelic’. I remember an adjudicator from 
Wales saying to me ‘How can they claim to have the inter-
ests of the language at heart and come to the Mòd and not 
go to the effort of learning it?’ I have to say I have never 
understood that either.

We now have it live on our radios, TVs and digital 
devices, an advance even on the time 47 years ago 
when I attended my first National Mòd with the BBC in 
Inverness, when I remember trying to get a hold of the 
ladies gold medal winner for a live interview and she 
couldn’t speak in Gaelic to me. That too has changed. It 
is great to see young talented people coming to the fore, 
who are excellent singers and musicians, who under-
stand the importance of speaking the language in which 
they entertain us. 

I have to say I enjoy the Mòd, not as a music event, but 
as a place where I meet people I have known over the 
years, where I renew old friendships and find out what is 
going on in their worlds. That was the original meaning 
of mòd, just as for us a ceilidh was a visit to a neighbour 
where we talked and enjoyed having a good yarn over a 
cup of tea, or even at certain times of the year something 
stronger. Music could be there but it was a bonus. It was 
the meeting that counted. 

Long may we have such meetings…‘nar Cànan fhèin.

Coinneach aig Baile
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The Drochaid Dhubh 
(Black Bridge) that links 
the villages of Gress 
and Back crossing the 
Gress River has recent-
ly been refurbished. 
The bridge was built 
in 1972 and had fallen 
into a state of disre-
pair and was becoming 
unsafe to use. A joint 
project with the Gress 
Grazings Committee, 
the Stornoway Trust 
and Loch a’ Tuath 
Councillors provided 
the funding for the 
repairs. A recent gather-
ing of all ages marked 
the refurbishment and 
it’s hoped that the wider 
public will enjoy using 
the renewed link across 
the river.   

Photo credit: James I 
Macdonald, Gress

New Border Crossing

This lovely pug was called Black Pearl and stayed in 
New Street, Back. Unfortunately, she passed away this 
summer but she was very special to her human 
 companions.

Cooper lives 
with the Graham 
family in Upper 
 Coll

 Cailean is a 
14-week-old 
collie puppy 
from Gress. He 
has recently 
moved to 
Tolsta with 
his owners 
Coinneach 
Smith and 
Layla Monteith

Càoran is 
7 years old 

and belongs 
to Daniel 
MacLeod 

(Vatisker) 

Material for publication in the DEC/JAN issue of Loch a Tuath 
News must be in before MONDAY 18 NOVEMBER 2019

 This is 2-year-old Labrador retriever 
Paisley from Stornoway

Pet 
Corne r

Breagha surveying the scenery in Gress. She 
belongs to Catriona and David Maclennan 
 22 Gress.


