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Happy New Year to all our read-
ers. Welcome to our first issue of 
the 2020s. It only seems like yes-
terday that we were all worried 
about the Y2K bug! Thankfully, 
that never came to fruition, but with the 
USA and Iran currently squaring off, who 
knows what will happen in the coming 
months and years. I must say I was quite 
glad to make it home from South Africa 
before any war, cyber or otherwise, was 
declared. And with Brexit looming, who 
knows how easy it’s going to be to travel 
through Europe from now on (we had 
two European stops on our way back)? 
However, we must all carry on with a posi-
tive outlook where we can. 

The start of the year marks the time when 
people tend to make resolutions, be it to 
give up smoking, exercise more, travel 
more, etc. Our resolution here at LATN is 
to try again next time for the Highlands 
and Islands Media Awards. Unfortunately, 
as you no doubt already know, we did not 
make the shortlist for either of the catego-
ries we entered. It’s very disappointing, 
but all we can do is continue to strive to 
publish a magazine that the local commu-
nity is proud of and continues to buy. We 
rely heavily on you, the readers, to keep 
contributing news and ideas for stories to 
us, and so any award for us is an award 
for you. 

Another resolution is to keep improving our 
website (www.lochatuathnews.com) over 
2020. At the time of writing we are busy 
scanning the next few volumes for upload 
to the website for you to enjoy looking 
through at your leisure. As I’ve said before, 
scanning these old issues is a slow process, 
but do bear with us. We are aiming to put 
one ‘new’ old volume up per month over 
the coming year. The process will speed up 
when we get to more recent volumes for 
which we already have electronic copies. 

Whatever your own resolutions are, don’t 
beat yourself up if you don’t stick to them. 
Sometimes the best changes happen when 
you’re not even really thinking about it. 

So, what’s been hap-
pening during these 
last couple of dark 
months? I was lucky 
enough to escape the 
gloom for a trip to Cape 
Town, which you can 
read about on p. 14. The 
committee thought you 
would be interested 
to hear all about it, so 

thanks for indulging me on this occasion. 
It was a bit of a mind-bender being some-
where so hot and sunny in the late days of 
December! That’s one of the first random 
things I noticed…In my absence, I thank 
all those who’ve kept a track of stories and 
news for me. 

It has been football awards season, with 
the annual Back FC prizegiving being held 
as usual between Christmas and New Year, 
and congratulations to Stevie Mutch from 
Upper Coll for also being voted the Lewis 
and Harris Football Association’s U21 play-
er of the year. Another big football story 
since we last published is James Graham’s 
call-up to the Scotland U18 team. What a 
feat, especially considering he didn’t have 
to do any trials to be selected!

Otherwise, it’s a pretty quiet time of year 
and we’re looking forward to the brighter 
days of spring in the next few weeks.

Finally, before I sign off, can I just say a big 
thank you to everyone who turned out to 
our mulled wine and mince pies event at 
the office on Christmas Eve. It was really 
nice to have so many people through the 
door, and there was a lovely atmosphere 
around Gordon’s that evening. For those 
that insisted on making a donation, we can 
tell you that £31.55 was raised and we gave 
it to The Hut as a thanks for the lend of 
their urns. 

See you in March.
Jayne

 www.facebook.com/LochaTuathNews

 @lochatuathnews

 instagram.com/lochatuathnews

Photo courtesy Scottish Schools Football 
Association.
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Back
New Baby

Congratulations to Scott and Fiona 
Macleod (Plasterfield) on the birth of 
their second daughter, Lily Mae, on 21 
December 2019 weighing 8lbs 6.5oz. Lily 
is a little sister for Katie Bell and a new 
granddaughter for Norman (Nomie) and 
Joyce Macleod (Lighthill) and Angus and 
Babs Campbell (Melbost). 

Engagement

Congratulations to Angus Morrison (14 
New Street) on his recent engagement 
to Janet Matheson of Matheson Road, 
Stornoway. The wedding will take place 
in July. 

Bereavements

The funeral took place to Aignish Cemetery 
on 5 December of Mary Neish, 60 Back. 
She and her late husband Calum moved to 
their home on Lighthill Road several years 
ago. Mary is sadly missed by her friends 
and neighbours and we extend our condo-
lences to her family in their bereavement.

On 26 December we were sorry to learn of 
the passing of Kenneth Martin (Coinneach 
a’ Nullaig) of Cearn Shodaidh, aged 75 
years. Kenneth was brought up at 10 New 
Street, Back, with his sisters Peggy and 
Cathie Anne, both of whom live in Oban, 
and his brothers Alex John (Stornoway) 
and Donald who died in Cairns, Australia, 
over 60 years ago. Kenneth’s funeral took 
place to Laxay Cemetery on 3 January. 
Our thoughts are with his wife Chrissie, 
their sons Iain and Donald, daughter Ann-
Margaret, and the aforementioned sisters 
and brother following their sad loss.

We extend our sympathy also to Mrs 
Dolda Morrison, 14 New Street, Back, 
following the passing of her sister Mary 
Macleod, Swordale, on 31 December.

Get Well Wishes

We send our best wishes to Tom Ramsay, 
7 Back, who spent a couple of weeks in 
hospital at the start of the year. We are 
pleased to report that he is now making a 
very good recovery at home.

Missing Gates

Over the period from Wednesday 8 
January and Saturday 11 January, four 
gates mysteriously disappeared from the 
main Back fank beside the community 
skip. After the gates were not returned, 
the matter was reported to the police and 
it is now in their hands. If anyone has any 
information on the missing gates please 
get in touch with the Stornoway police sta-
tion or any member of the Back Grazings 
Committee.

Vatisker
90th Birthdays
We send our warmest congratulations to 
two recent nonogenarians, both of whom 
spent their formative years in Vatisker. 
On 22 December, Mrs Catherine Macleod 
(Catriona Sheòrais a' Bhideanaich), formerly 
of Lighthill, attained her 90th birthday. 
She marked the occasion with a gathering 
of family and friends in her home town of 
Stornoway.

On 5 January, Dr Duncan Murray 
(Donnchadh Sheumais a' Ghobha), formerly 
of 52 Vatisker, celebrated his special day 
with his family in Hinton, Alberta, Canada. 
We are delighted that both Catriona and 
Donnchadh enjoy a measure of good 
health as they enter their tenth decade and 
we wish them many more happy returns.

Bereavements
On 10 December Norman Kenneth Stewart 
(Sonny a’ Phòcaid) passed away peacefully 
after a long illness. Born in Detroit, USA, 
in 1932, he spent his formative years at 
5 New Street, Back, before moving to 18 
Vatisker following his marriage to Annie 
Macleod (Anna Ailig Phàdruig). Sonny was 
a friendly, sociable and popular individual, 
and was known across the island through 
his years of employment as an insurance 
representative with the Prudential. He 
was also very community-minded, with a 
long association with Back Football Club, 
as well as our own Loch a Tuath News, for 
which he contributed many interesting 
articles over the years. We extend our 
sympathy to Annie, their sons Alasdair, 
Norman and Eric, daughter Chrisanna 
and their families, and also his sisters 
Sheila and Morina.

Our condolences also go to Mrs Margaret 
Ann Stewart, 4 Vatisker, following the 
passing of her brother Kenneth Maclean 
of Ranish and Dun Berisay, on 14 January.

New Residents and New Baby
We welcome Katie and Craig Macleod to 
the village. We hope they are settling into 
their new home at Thistle Spa. The cou-
ple also welcomed a new baby recently. 
Daniel Donald Macleod was born on 12 
December. We’re sure his shen Donald 
Martin from Lighthill is delighted.

Coll
Engagement
Congratulations to Alasdair Macleod (mac 
Alec John Moley) on his recent engage-
ment to Helena Brackenridge of Lenzie. 
Alasdair and Helena were engaged on 30 
November and have planned their wed-
ding for 26 June 2020 at the Fruit Market, 
City Halls, in Glasgow. 

New Baby
Congratulations to Carol Ann and 
Alexander Matheson (65 Outend Coll) on 
the birth of their daughter Amy Marie on 

3 December 2019. Amy is a new baby sister 
for Megan Rose and Hannah Grace. 

Bereavements
We regret to record the passing of John 
Murdo Maclean (John Murdo a' Chlàirc), 
75 Coll, in the Western Isles Hospital on 
19 November aged 75 years. We send our 
condolences to his sole surviving sister 
Mary Ann in Inverness, and also his nieces 
and nephews in their bereavement.

On 12 January, Muriel Maclennan, 
Muraldon, 4 Coll, passed away aged 
94 years. She was predeceased by her 
husband Alexander (Ailig a' Ghrass) and 
by their only son Donnie in 2004. Our 
thoughts at this sad time are with Muriel's 
sister, daughter-in-law and her extended 
family.

Get Well Wishes
We send our best wishes to Mrs Chrissie 
Smith, formerly 73 Coll, who underwent 
surgery at the end of December. We are 
delighted to hear that she is recuperating 
well at her home in Stirling. 

Catriona Maciver (nighean Iain Chelsoin), 59 
Coll, and Jess Muir, 29 Coll, both suffered 
broken bones after recent falls. We send 
them our best wishes for a good recovery. 

Music Award Nomination
The Wee Studio run by Outend Coll’s Keith 
Morrison (mac Dolan) was recently nomi-
nated for an award at the first-ever BBC 
Alba Scots Trad Music Awards. The Wee 
Studio was up for Recording Studio of the 
Year at the ceremony held in Aberdeen. 
While he didn’t win, it’s a huge mark of 
recognition for Keith, who started the stu-
dio in 2008. Keith told LATN, ‘The job itself 
is a dream. To work with so many talented 
people is very inspiring. It’s a wholesome, 
creative scene we have on the island. It’s 
an honour and privilege to be part of it. 
The award nomination was just as much 
the musicians’ as it was mine. I am over 
the moon that my little studio in the back 
streets of Stornoway is regarded to be on 
par with the best studios in the country. 
I’m very proud indeed!'

Tong
Weddings
Congratulations are extended to Alasdair 
and Mairi who got married in the Free 
Church, Kenneth St on 6 December, with 
the dinner and evening reception held at 

As Na 
Bailtean
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 Amy Marie Matheson (Coll)

New Babies!

Lily Mae Macleod (Back) Daniel Donald Macleod (Vatisker) 

 Alasdair Campbell and Mairi Smith (Tong)

Weddings!

Matthew Martin and Alana Murray 
(Tong)

 Cathie 'Sketch' Macleod (Vatisker)

David Morrison and Michelle  
Macdonald (Gress)

 Mal Macleod (Upper Coll)

As na Bai ltean 
Pictures

Duncan Murray (Vatisker) 

Birthdays!
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the Caberfeidh. Alasdair is the son of Iain 
Alasdair and Etta Campbell (Aird Tong), 
and Mairi is the daughter of Donnie and 
Chrisanne Smith (Newvalley). They are 
also close to completing their new house 
at 9c Aird, Tong. 

We also send our congratulations to 
Matthew Martin, son of Calum and 
Maggie Martin (Springside), and Alana 
Murray, daughter of Willie and Ann 
Murray (Ness). They were married on 
8 November 2019 at Ness Free Church, 
with the reception held afterwards at 
Breasclete Hall. 

Vandalism
We were disappointed to see that some 
vandalism has occurred to the hall where 
an outer pane of glass was broken in the 
downstairs kitchen. Fundraising is a vital 
part in keeping our village hall open and 
having to spend money on unnecessary 
repairs is an unwelcome burden.

New Home
We are pleased to see that Murray and 
Emma Maclean have moved in to their 
new family home at 66 Aird Tong.

Get Well Wishes
Having recently had a short stay in hos-
pital we wish Kenneth Maclennan (36 
Aird) and Alex McCuish (6 Morrison 
Square) both a speedy recovery. We also 
extend our well wishes to all who have 
taken ill over the holiday season.

Senior Citizens’ Dinner
The hall recently hosted a Christmas 
dinner (18 January) for the over 60s. A 
three-course meal and an afternoon of 
entertainment was enjoyed by all who 
attended. The few that were unable to 
attend were given a meals-on-wheels 
service. Thank you to all volunteers for 
making this event happen and to those 
who came to entertain our dinner guests. 
A great time had by all.

Car Wash and Breakfast
There will be a car wash and breakfast 
held at the hall on 29 February.

Upper Coll
80th Birthday
Best wishes to Mal Macleod who reached 
the 80 year milestone last month! To 

celebrate the occasion, those of the 
family who were able to get home 
despite the ferry disruptions enjoyed 
a meal in the County Hotel, followed 
by an extended family get-together at 
son Malcolm's house in Steinish. Mal 
would like to thank all those who 
sent gifts, cards and good wishes. 

Condolences
Friends and relatives in the Back district 
were saddened to hear of the pass-
ing of Caren Nicolson Simpson on 20 
December 2019 aged 52 years. Caren 
was the only granddaughter of Finlay 
(Fuda) and Peggy (Bhoc) Nicolson of 37 
Upper Coll and the only daughter of 
Gareth and Morag (Bhoc) Bottesford, 
Nottingham. Caren's funeral service 
was held on 10 January 2020 at St Mary 
Church, Bottesford. Caren spent many 
happy holidays at 37 Upper Coll. She is 
survived by her husband, local lad Andy 
Simpson and two sons Harry (aged 23 
years) and Jack (aged 19 years), and her 
brother Gareth. To all her friends and 
relatives we offer our condolences in 
their bereavement.

Player of the Year
Congratulations to Stephen Mutch (no. 
4) on winning the Lewis and Harris 
Football Association’s U21 player of the 
year award (see the full report on p. 15).

Gress
Wedding 
The sunny island of Rhodes was overrun 
with Leodhasachs in October, attend-
ing the wedding of David Morrison, 
45 Gress, son of Willie and Tina, and 
Michelle Macdonald, Seaview Terrace, 
Stornoway, daughter of Iain (Dondy) 
and Evelyn. We offer them our con-
gratulations and best wishes. We hope 
that once the gales are over, they can get 
a start on the building of a new home in 
Aignish for themselves and their family.

Best Window Display
Congratulations must go to Catriona 
Macleod and her staff in Delights in 
Stornoway for being chosen as the win-
ner of ‘Best overall window display’ at 
Christmas by the Stornoway Amenity 
Trust. Well done to you all.

Visitors
Nan (Post Office) was visited by her 
son Calum, his wife and son, who were 
home from Australia over the holiday. 
No doubt they would enjoy the cool 
climate here away from the awful fires 
currently wreaking havoc down under. 
Nan’s other son Iain has moved back to 
Aberdeenshire from Prague and is teach-
ing in Gordonstoun’s School. He is nearer 
to Nan and easier for her to visit them all.

WHAT'S ON?
2019-20

----  ---------  ------  
7 FEBRUARY

CEBac Lecture by Eilidh 
Mackenzie, Sealladh bhon a’ 

Bheing, The Hut, 7.30pm
----  ---------  ------  

8 FEBRUARY
Back Community Council’s 

Senior Citizens’ Dinner, Eleven 
restaurant, 1pm

----  ---------  ------  
11 FEBRUARY

Back Community Council meet-
ing, The Hut, 7pm

----  ---------  ------  
22 FEBRUARY

Western Isles Association for 
Mental Health catwalk and 

BoogieBounce fundraiser, Upper 
Coll Centre, 6pm

----  ---------  ------  
29 FEBRUARY

Car Wash and Breakfast, Tong Hall
----  ---------  ------  
6 MARCH

CEBac Lecture by Tom Maciver on 
community drama, The Hut, 7.30pm

----  ---------  ------  
7 MARCH

Charity Winter Show and 
Auction in aid of Simba and 
Stornoway Maternity Unit

Lewis & Harris Auction Mart, 
Stornoway, from 2pm

----  ---------  ------  
14 MARCH

International Women’s Day celebra-
tions, Upper Coll Centre (see next 
edition for more information)

Birthdays!

Condolences
We send our sympathy to Rona, Mairi, Sandra 
and Donna on the passing of their mother 
Chrissie Ann Gunn (nee Maclean), on 13 
December at Western Isles Hospital with all 
her daughters present. Chrissie Ann was mar-
ried in Ness where the family was brought 
up and had moved to town after their father 
died. We also remember her grandchildren 
and extended family.

Chirstag Eillip, late of 17 Gress, passed away 
at the end of December aged 98 years. She 
was the oldest left of the original family who 
moved to Gress. She was married to Dabe 
from Ness and they spent their married life in 
Glasgow. To her sons and daughter, and their 
families, we send our sympathy. 

Get Well Wishes
Our thoughts are with Tina Morrison and 
Ishbel Macdonald while they are undergo-
ing treatment and hope they will continue to 
improve. We are also pleased to see Murdo 
(Cloudy) out and about once again.

Wanted
Do you have a croft we could rent 
for long or short term? We have a 
small flock of sheep needing some 
new ground. 

Glendale, New St., Back 820 029
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Maintaining his con-
nection with the sea, 
he decided to buy a 
boat. The Pride of Gress 
was his new baby. 
He loved going up to 
the Butt and bringing 
home hauls of fish. 
He was devastated 
the day it ended up 
upside down in Brevig 
harbour, but it was 
also amazing to see the community come together to help him get it out 
of the water. Even the insurance company was impressed with the com-
munity spirit. 

He decided to write a book about his life. No one expected him to find 
a publisher, but he did! The first one he approached! He produced The 
Whaler of Scotland Yard in 2011 and was very proud of his literary prowess. 

Jock was very much a family man too. He had five children and 11 
grandchildren, and enjoyed spending time with them and telling them 
about his life. 

He was a very kind man who would help anyone. He was generous and 
would happily pick up hitch hikers and bring them home for Donalda to 
feed! He enjoyed being in company and loved to talk about whaling and 
the police. He had another woman in his life during the 80s—Maggie 
Thatcher was his heroine! He was a Tory and proud of it. He loved wind-
ing up any SNP voters, especially Gordon Diesel.

Jock was delighted to have been able to attend the Gress Village 
Centenary celebrations. Despite being unwell, the new medication he 
had started that week meant that he was able to enjoy the craic and 
the whisky! He even managed to sing with Swannie and Domhnall, 
although I’m not sure two of them knew any of the words!

Jock will be sorely missed by Donalda, his children, grandchildren and 
his brother and sisters. The village will also be a lot quieter without him. 

Jock’s family

A Note from LATN

Loch a Tuath News was saddened to hear of the death of Jock. He was very 
supportive of his community magazine and over the years spent much 
time and energy in contributing articles on a great variety of topics. Jock 
loved talking to people and his input into LATN reflected his gregarious 
nature.

His articles and interviews, reflecting the people and the pastimes of 
Sgìre a’ Bhac were greatly enjoyed, and are an important record of the 
social history of the area. Jock would seek out people to interview, find 
appropriate photographs, conduct and record the interview in his own 
inimitable style, and then, with the help of Donalda, the interviews were 
transcribed. This was no mean feat. 

Over recent years, Jock’s articles included ‘A History of Back Motor 
Transport’, ‘Memories of Peat Cutting’ and ‘Murray Meets Murray’, 
when he spoke to Iain Angie Murray of North Tolsta and Coll, skipper of 
the Comrade. He also interviewed Rev. Kenneth Ferguson, Angus Mackay 
and Sons Ltd, Christine Morrison (Christine Chalum Speed) and he did an 
online interview with John (Jokey) Macleod, resident in New Zealand. 

We will miss Jock, and the condolences of LATN go to Donalda, her chil-
dren and grandchildren, and also to Jock’s sisters Jean Anne and Anna, 
and to his brother Calum.

A.T.

John ‘Jock ’ Murray (Lemon) was born on 26 
December 1940 and brought up at 21 Gress by his 
parents Alexander (Jake) and Mary Murray. He was 
the middle child of five and by all accounts and his 
own admission a bit of a mischief maker and often in 
trouble. He loved winding up his siblings, especially 
Alasdair and Anna Margaret. 

He left school after being a model student and 
became an apprentice mechanic. After that he start-
ed work with the Hydro and was always boasting 
about ‘building’ the Glascarnoch Dam! He then 
joined the Merchant Navy and in 1960 signed with 
Salvesens and became a whaler. He served two sea-
sons in the Antarctic and loved to recall many stories 
of his time as a whaler.

In 1963 he returned home and joined the Metropolitan 
Police; 1963 was obviously a good year as he also 
met Donalda. She was the love of his life and they 
were married in December 1964.

Jock served on 12 different squads during his police 
career. He loved every second of it, and if you ever 
had the time, he would happily reminisce and recall 
cases he had worked on. During his latter years 
he was still dreaming about running and catching 
criminals! He was very proud to have received 10 
Commissioners Commendations over his career.

He retired from the police in 1989, but was not 
content to stay at home so he opened a Private 
Investigation business. He had mobile phones when 
no one else did and was like Inspector Gadget with 
all the surveillance equipment he acquired. Donalda 
and Jock were stalwarts at the London branch of The 
Highlands and Islands society. They loved to meet 
up with other exiles from the islands. He was always 
very proud of his Lewis roots.

In 1996 he announced with no warning that he had 
bought a pub in Lewis. He became the landlord of 
The Whalers Rest and was definitely a larger-than-
life character. He eventually pulled his last pint and 
retired in 2004. 

The year 2004 was also Donalda and Jock’s 40th wed-
ding anniversary and they celebrated with a round-
the-world trip and he was delighted to have sam-
pled business class on some of the long-haul flights.

Not happy to sit at home he had many schemes and 
ideas, some of which eventually came to fruition. 
He decided to do some fundraising to recognise the 
research that goes into curing leukaemia and can-
cer. He decided to do a naked peat calendar! Again 
no one thought it would work, but he managed 
to find a few equally mental peers who stripped 
off for charity. The result was unprecedented. The 
calendars were sent worldwide, and he was even 
mentioned on the BBC national news! He later took 
a lorry load of peats down to London to raise funds 
for the charities. He raised the grand sum of £32,000, 
which was split between Leukaemia Research and 
The Anthony Nolan trust, both of which had close 
connections with his family.

Tribute - John Murray
26 December 1940–22 November 2019

John (middle) with his pals the Three  
Musketeers in full voice at the Gress centenary 

celebrations in 2019
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Scotl and Cal l Up For James
In December, news broke that James Graham from 
Laxdale, son of Willie and Morag, had been selected for 
the Boys U18 Scottish Schools National squad. 

James played for Back FC up to U18 level before moving to 
Dingwall to further his football 

career at Ross County in the 
summer. As reported in the 
November issue of LATN, 
James also spent a few 
days at Liverpool Football 
Academy. His grandpar-
ents are John (Podge) and 
Mary Campbell from Point 
and the late Kenny (5 Coll) 
and Angusina Graham (3 
Lighthill). 

He will be involved in 
the Centenary Cup where 

Scotland will challenge all the home nations between 
February and April (dates to be confirmed). He will 
also be involved in friendlies as a warm up to the 
competition. On 15 January the team played a friendly 
against New College Lanarkshire, winning 3–0, with 
James coming on as a substitute and scoring the sec-
ond goal. 

James, at 15, is the youngest player to have been 
selected and he made it straight through to the final 
trials without having kicked a ball at school, regional 
or preliminary trials. 

‘We’re all very proud of him!’, said his mum.

Photo courtesy Scottish Schools Football Association.

Christopher Morrison (pictured) 
originally from Tong (grandson 
of Joan Macritchie), now living in 
Stonehaven, is being hailed a hero 
after giving lifesaving first aid to 
his step-uncle, Iain Mackay, on a 
January flight in bad weather from 
Inverness to Stornoway. At one point 
the weather was so bad the pilot 
didn’t think the plane could be land-
ed in Stornoway, having to circle the 
airport in the turbulent conditions. 
After enquiring about the health of 
the man the cabin crew was con-
cerned about, paramedic Chris, who 
works for the Scottish Ambulance 
Service at Dyce, was asked for his 
help, eventually having to carry out 

CPR and use the on-board 
defibrillator. After having 
been warned that the aircraft 
may not be able to land, 
Chris quickly made the 
decision to request that the 
pilot make an emergency 
landing, fearing for the life 
of the sick passenger, who 
at this point did not have a 
pulse. While the passengers 
were told to prepare for 
a bumpy landing and re-
familiarise themselves with 
the brace position to be taken in emergency landings, Chris and the cabin crew continued 
to help his step-uncle, who at the time of writing is recovering from his ordeal in hospital.

Photo courtesy Hebrides News. 

Hero Paramedic

Cross Country
Pictured are some of the girls from Sgoil a’Bhac 
who took part in the last cross-country race 
of the season on 18 January. It was the final 
race of the Stornoway Running Club’s cross-
country series and they did really well, despite 
the muddy conditions. From left to right in the 

p3 photo are Faith, 
Sophie, Elise, Ava, 
Lilly, May, Amy and 
Eva. The p5 boys are 
Ruairidh Macphail, 
Robbie Mcmurdo, 
James Anderson 
and Coinneach 
Mackenzie.

 Jamie and Ria (p5) The p5 boys 

 Demi and Lilia (p5) 

The p3 girls 
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NORRIE'S GARAGE
 Cars and Commercial Servicing and Repairs 

 MOT  Tyres 

 Wheel Alignment & Wheel Balancing 

 Large Stock of Truck and Trailer Parts 

TEL: 01851 705398
Email: info@norriesgarage.co.uk

43 BELLS ROAD, STORNOWAY

ISLE OF LEWIS HS1 2RL

GOOD RANGE OF 
TYRES IN STOCK
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Fundraising for WIAMH
Members of the public are invited to join us on Saturday 22 
February for a very unusual and entertaining fundraising 
event. 

Alex, our BoogieBounce instructor, wanted to do something 
to raise awareness of mental health and to raise funds for 
Western Isles Association for Mental Health.

She has recruited a team of male volunteers to dress up and 
put on a show and now she would like you to come along and 
be part of the audience.

There will be a light buffet and a catwalk show, where 
attendees can judge the volunteers’ outfits. Finally, the 
guys will be led in a BoogieBounce exercise session for 
your entertainment.

There will be party dances, a raffle and games for 
the children, with prizes donated by the Toy Shop, 
Nicholson & Co Newsagents and the Co-op.

Alex has set up a fundraising page with golden giv-
ing, so if you can’t make it along you can still donate: 
https://www.goldengiving.com/fundraising/menswax-
andboogiebounce

But we hope you will join us for an evening of fun and 
laughter for all the family. The event starts at 6pm and 
we will be collecting donations on the door.

More badminton coming soon! 
We are thrilled to announce that 
the Baillie Gifford Community 
Awards, administered by 
Foundation Scotland, has award-
ed us £1960 to run a series of 
badminton courses. We’re still finalizing the details 
of dates and times but there will be a number of dif-
ferent sessions over the next year, including some for 
families, juniors, adults, beginners and improvers. We 
hope this will be the start of a revival of badminton at 
the centre and that our newly lined courts will start to 
see some action again on a regular basis. 

Keep an eye out for posters in the shop, and notices on our 
website and Facebook page for dates, or drop Terri a message 
and get yourself on the mailing list for our newsletters.

Artists—amateur and professional sought for exhibition
Our next event will be International Women’s Day on Saturday 
14 March. This will be our fourth year of marking this celebra-
tion with an art exhibition and conference. The art exhibition is 
open to all women and girls with a connection to the Western 
Isles and we are inviting anyone interested in exhibiting this year 
to contact Terri at backfrc@gmail.com or telephoning 820745. 
Look out for more information on the day’s events on our web-

site and in next month’s edition. 

Back Footbal l and Recreation Club - What's on in February? 

Dates for your diary:
CPR + Defibrillator 

Training
Saturday 1 February 2pm

Boogie Bounce Mondays or Saturdays (drop-ins 
may be available) 

Keep Fit Tuesdays at 7pm or Thursdays at 
9.30am

Beginners Bowls Fridays 10.30–12pm £1
Back Art Together 15 February 10.30am

Book Club 27 February 7pm
Rainy Day Bike Club 

(pre-school)
Thursdays 12–3pm (no club 6 
February)

Island Archers Wednesdays 7–9pm
Back Bowls Thursdays 7.30pm

WIAMH Fundraiser Saturday 22 February 6pm
Women's Day Saturday 14 March

If you’d like to find out more about any of the activities 
happening at Back FC and Rec. Club please contact Terri 

on 01851 820745 or visit our website
www.backfrc.org.uk

There was another good turnout for the revived 
Boxing Day inter-village football tournament at 
Upper Coll, with Gress, Back, Vatisker, Coll, Upper 
Coll and Tong all fielding teams, with the addition 
of a ‘Stornoway Exiles’ side. The indoor family-
friendly festival always provides a few thrills and 
spills, and it went right down to the wire to decide 
the winners. A final match was held between 
defending champions Back and the Stornoway 
Exiles, with the Exiles coming out on top. The win-
ning team comprised Chris Mackay, Ross Maciver, 
James Graham, David Beaton and his son Kyle 
(who collected the trophy on behalf of his team), 
Andrew Macleod and his brother Scott. 

Winning Stornoway Exiles team

Inter-village tournament
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Sgoil a’ Bhac

that addresses all aspects of 
Healthy Working Lives’.

New Fish Tank

We are delighted to have 
received a new fish tank from 
the parent council. This was 
purchased as part of the ongo-
ing work being done in the foyer 
and the library. The fish have had a serious upgrade in terms of their resi-
dence and are busy exploring their new surroundings. Our pupils are very 
much enjoying watching what the fish are getting up to.

December Achievers

Congratulations to our December Achievers whose certificates were 
awarded at assembly earlier this month. Congratulations to our pupils 
who received Head Teacher’s awards for consistent effort in homework 
throughout the term.

Christmas Assembly

We had our Christmas assembly with parents before we broke up for the 
Christmas holidays. Rev. Ewan Matheson, our school chaplain, spoke to 

us about the wise men 
travelling to find baby 
Jesus. We enjoyed 
listening to him and 
also enjoyed singing 
some Christmas car-
ols. Ava MacKenzie, 
Luc Smith and Joel 
Graham led the read-
ings at assembly, and 
Cara Macritchie in 

Party Time at Sgoil a’ Bhac

It was a very busy end of term 
with all our Christmas parties. The 
children thoroughly enjoyed them, 
with plenty dancing, eating and 
prizes to be won at all the par-
ties. Santa came to visit the Sgoil 
Araich party and visited all the 
classrooms with a gift for every-
one.

Healthy Working Lives Gold 
Award 

Staff at Sgoil a’ Bhac were pre-
sented with a Gold Award fol-
lowing a successful assessment 
under the Healthy Working Lives 
programme, delivered by NHS 
Health Scotland. The NHS’s 
Assessor Jenny Hill stated that ‘The 
assessment gave me a great insight into 
the work of Sgoil a’ Bhac and allowed 
the opportunity to see the clear and 
continual commitment of the school to 
a healthy, safer workplace’. She added 
‘This is a great achievement for the 
school as other than NHS Western Isles, 
there are currently no other Gold Award 
holders in Lewis and Harris and only 
one other in Uist. As recipients of the 
Gold Award the staff have demonstrated 
a clear commitment to promoting and 
developing Healthy Working Lives as 
an integral part of Sgoil a’ Bhac. This has 
been further evidenced by their writ-
ten health, safety and wellbeing strategy 

P7 Boys 

P7 girls 

 P6 girls

 P6 Boys
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Fèisean nan Gàidheal
Marisa Macdonald from Fèisean 

nan Gàidheal visited EP5-7. 
She taught the children about 

St Andrew and acts of kindness 
and support they could show 

towards each other. The sessions 
were bilingual and promoted Fair 

Saturday St Andrew’s Day 2019. Pupils 
shared their thoughts on the difficulties 

refugees may face when moving to a new 
country and were given the challenge of carry-

ing out an Act of Kindness every day for ten days.

Open Morning
Prior to enrolment 
week parents and 
Sgoil Araich pupils 
were invited to visit 
both P1 classrooms 
on Monday 20 
January and had an 
opportunity to look 
around the class-
rooms.

P6 played Silent Night on her 
clarinet, accompanied by Mr 
Woods.

Christmas Jumper Day 

Christmas Jumper Day was held at Sgoil 
a’ Bhac and we raised a fantastic £120 in aid of 
Save the Children.

 Christmas Jumper 
Day

 December Achievers

 Healthy Working 
Lives Award

 Cara 
Macritchie 
playing 
Silent Night 
Awards

Sgoil  
Araich agus 

Santa

Head 
Teacher's 
Award 
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Roving Reporters

Amelia, Olivia, Johan, Rosie, Layla and Jayden 
have all helped to gather information and 
bring this month’s news together. Well 
done, reporters!

Nursery News

The children in the Gaelic play-
room are busy taking care of 
their new goldfish, who have been 
named Bruce and Nemo. There was 
a vote to name the fish and they have 
been called after fish from famous 
films! The children in the English 
playroom performed a selection of 
Christmas songs to family and 
friends before their Christmas 
holiday. Well done for great 
singing! The children in 
both playrooms are 
enjoying their project all 
about Scotland. 

Festive News

We enjoyed a fun vari-
ety of festive activities 
before the Christmas 
break. Everyone had 
a great time at their 
Christmas parties and we 
were thrilled to see that Santa 
Claus had scheduled our parties into his 
busy diary! A delicious Christmas lunch was enjoyed by 
pupils and staff, and we thank our busy canteen ladies for 
all their hard work. A Christmas bingo on the last day of 
term was good fun.

Christmas Choir

A large number of pupils from P3–7 joined the school choir 
and spent time learning Christmas songs in preparation for 
singing at Stornoway airport. The happy group warmed up 
by performing some songs at our Christmas assembly on 
19 December. Shortly after assembly the group set off for 
the airport. Weary travellers were cheered up by the choir 
singing their festive arrangement. The choir had a great 

treat after singing as 
they were shown the 

fire engines at the air-
port. Well done to all 

who were involved. The 
choir raised £74, which will 

be donated to Bethesda 
hospice.

Lights On, Heads 
Down

Our school was 
brightened up 
at the end of 
November with the 

annual Christmas 
lights switch on. The 

Christmas lights spread 
cheer around Tong dur-

ing the dark winter eve-
nings. We sang ‘Jingle Bells’ 

and soon Santa appeared ring-
ing his bell! We followed Santa 

for a festive jingle walk around 
the football pitch and were warmed 

up with yummy hot chocolate when we arrived at the com-
munity hall. Following the walk, there was a bingo evening, 
which was organised by our Parent Council. There was an 
incredible array of prizes and we are grateful to all who donated 
prizes. We raised £845, which will go towards the purchase of 
new laptop computers. We wish to extend our thanks to all who 
sent in baking and all those who attended the event. It was a fun 
evening for the whole family. 

Welcome to Miss Murray and Miss Macleod

Miss Murray is our new Support for Learning Assistant and 
Miss Macleod is our new Gaelic Language assistant. We give a 
warm welcome to both ladies and hope they enjoy their time at 
Tong School. 

Naidheachdan

Bha GM 1–4 cho toilichte cothrom fhaighinn airson taghal air am 
bàta teasairginn agus stèisean a mhaor-chladaich. Dh’ionnsaich 
sinn tòrr bho John agus M.J. a tha ag obair airson an R.N.L.I. 
Chaidh sinn air a bhàta agus chunnaic sinn dè seòrsa aodach a 
tha aca. Nuair a bha sinn aig stèisean a mhaor-chladaich chun-
naic sinn an uidheam aca, chaidh sinn air ‘Skype’ a bhruidhinn 
ris an sgioba a tha ag obair ann an Sealtainn agus chunnaic sinn 
na coimpiutairean aca. Chaidh sinn air bus beag Tolstadh airson 
fhaighinn ann. Tha sinn cho taingeil gun d’thàinig iad air ar tòir. 

Le Mia ann an Clas 4.

Tong School
 RNLI visit

 
 Welcome 

to Miss Macleod 
and Miss Murray

 Busy at the Bingo!
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Wild Weather
As part of their topic on Scotland, the busy pupils in P2/3 
have been reading some of the ‘Katie Morag’ stories. In one 
story Katie Morag is grumpy and cross, which matches the 
weather in the story perfectly. By the end of the story there 
is an improvement in the weather and Katie Morag’s mood. 
P2/3 wrote descriptive stories to compare wild weather and 
a calm day, and we have included three pieces of writing.

Isle of Struay
It is a cold and stormy day so Katie Morag McColl can’t 
go out to play. The sky is as black as the midnight sky. 
The clouds are as grey as a witches potion. The rain is 
scattering down. The wind is as LOUD as an angry wolf. 
The thunder is as LOUD as a tiger’s tummy rumble. The 
lightning is as light as a torch. The sea is as wild as a lion. 
Katie Morag McColl feels scared.

Now it is a calm day so Katie Morag McColl can go out 
to play. The sun is as round as a lemon and as yellow as 
a daisy. The sky is as blue as the sea. The sea is as calm 
as a turtle. 

By Eilidh

Isle of Struay
It is a dark day so Katie Morag is grumpy. The sky is as 
black as muddy dirt. The clouds are as grey as a pencil. 
The rain is tumbling down to the ground. The wind is 
howling to earth. The thunder is as loud as drums. The 
lightning is as bright as a torch. The sea is acting crazy. 
Katie Morag feels bored in the house. 

It is a bright day so Katie Morag can go out to play. The 
sky is as blue as the sea. The sun is as yellow as a lemon. 
The sea is as clear as a diamond. The sea is a pretty light 
blue. Katie Morag feels excited. 

By Aimee

Isle of Struay
It is a stormy day so Katie Morag can’t go out to play. The 
sky is as angry as a wild wolf. The clouds are as grey as a 
raging wolf. The rain is tumbling like a pile of leaves. The 
lightning is jagged and as yellow as the sun. The thunder 
is as loud as the drums. The wind is exploding and it is 
loud. Katie Morag feels happy and she’s watching it out 
of the window.

The sky is as blue as a dolphin. It is a sunny day so Katie 
Morag can go out to play. The sun is as yellow as a shoot-
ing star. The sea is gentle and smooth. Katie Morag feels 
courageous.

By Lucie

Christmas choir at the airport 

Santa Claus in the playroom 

P4-7 Christmas party 

Santa Claus at the P1-3 Christmas party 
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As mentioned in the previous issue of 
LATN, this editor and her husband headed 
off to South Africa on 27 December. The 
official reason was to attend my cousin’s 
wedding on 4 January, but it was also an 
excuse to visit somewhere we hadn’t really 
considered before and to experience bring-
ing in the New Year in a completely differ-
ent place. The seed was planted (without us 
really knowing) last New Year while hav-
ing to sit through another round of Only an 
Excuse and Jackie Bird at the Fruit Market. 
We both said ‘next year, we are not doing 
this again’. Little did we know!

A wedding invitation from my South 
African cousin arrived in July and sud-
denly plans were being made for a trip to 
the southern hemisphere. It would be high 
summer there, combined with a New Year 
on a different continent and a wedding to 
look forward to.

For those of you who are interested, this is a 
cousin on my mother’s side. Corné is a half-
Afrikaans McLeman (now Skevington) and 
my granny Phemie’s great-niece. She was 
born in East London, raised for a bit in 
Johannesburg and now lives and works in 
Cape Town, on South Africa’s south-west-
ern coast. She has visited us in Scotland 
three times, most recently this summer, 
when she introduced us to her now-hus-
band Josh (a football nut who now goes 
about Cape Town in a Back FC polo shirt), 
so we were well overdue a visit to her. 

It was dark so we didn’t see a thing on the 
way to our Airbnb, but Corné assured us 
‘the mountain is there’! In the morning, wak-
ing up to glorious sunshine, we opened the 
curtains in our apartment at Mouille Point to 
a spectacular view of the 2010 world cup sta-
dium, Table Mountain, Signal Hill and Lion’s 
Head. After a lazy morning, Josh’s mum 
kindly took us on a drive round Camps 
Bay and Chapman’s Peak in the afternoon, 
and we enjoyed a ‘braai’ (barbecue) at my 

cousin’s apartment in the 
evening. South Africans 
very much enjoy their 
braais and picnics. 

One thing that we were 
told we ‘had to do’ was 
a wine-tasting tour. South 
Africa is world famous 
for wine, particularly the 
areas of Stellenbosch, 
Paarl and Franschhoek, 
which conveniently are all 
within an easy drive of 
Cape Town. So, on our 
second day, my cousin 
and her soon-to-be sister-
in-law Sarah took us on a 
tour of wine country. The 
scenery was gorgeous, the 
vineyards huge. Our first 
stop was at Villeria Wines 
in Stellenbosch, where we 
enjoyed a sparkling wine 
and nougat pairing (nou-
gat is also very popular). Not wanting to peak too soon with purchases and 
souvenirs, I didn’t buy any wine. A decision I now regret! We then moved onto 
Bartinney, set on the dramatic slopes of Botmaskop alongside the Helshoogte 
Pass overlooking the picturesque Banhoek Valley in Stellenbosch. Here, we had 
a change of mind and decided to do a gin tasting rather than wine (gin is huge in 
South Africa right now, particularly pink gin; a bottle of Harris gin was recently 
hand-delivered to Cape Town). It was a delight to be able to sit out on the bal-
cony enjoying the views while three large dogs slept lazily in the sun beside us. 
Now lunchtime, we decided we should probably get some food, so we headed 
to Spice Route Destination in Paarl, where we enjoyed fresh pizzas. This was a 
much bigger place than the other two, with multiple enterprises going on. After 
lunch we enjoyed some chocolate and beer tastings, both of which are made 
on site. I confess I finally made some purchases here (chocolate!). Finally, we 
stopped off at Fairview to sample some goats’ cheese made on the premises.

And then it was New Year’s Eve. We had pre-booked a marine wildlife outing on 
a rib for the morning, a ‘last sunset of 2019’ champagne cruise on a catamaran for 
the evening, followed by a NYE party at the Grand Africa Beach Café. We were 
not going to be stuck indoors watching the box as per usual! The rib outing was 
pretty cool. We had fully expected to be with a gang of random tourists but as it 
turned out, it was just us, so we had our own little private tour round Cape Town 
harbour and right down to Clifton beach/Camps Bay. We saw loads of dolphins, 
seals and a weird-looking creature called a sun fish, as well as beautiful scenery. It 

may surprise you to hear that the water around Cape Town is 
actually freezing, even at the height of summer. This is due to 
the ice melt of the Antarctic and a cold ocean current that runs 
right past the cape. Minutes in the water without protection 
would kill you. It’s also too cold for sharks that close to land 
as well, we were glad to hear. Just a few miles east along the 
coast, however, they regularly have to close beaches to surfers 
owing to the risk of attack by great whites. It’s also a good 
time to mention the wind. Cape Town is windy! Just as windy 
as it is here. But it’s a warm wind, and one you are grateful 
for because as soon as the wind dies down it is very hot. (The 
wind also blows an almost constant cover of cloud over Table 
Mountain called ‘The Tablecloth’.) But where there is wind, 
there are choppy seas, and an hour on the rib was more than 
enough. It continued to get windier and windier that day until 
there was pretty much a full-on gale and we were having 
second thoughts about going on this sunset cruise. However, 

Cape of Good Hope 

Escape to the Cape

 Up close to the wildlife
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his time as a guide. The prison itself is noth-
ing to look at; it’s the history of the place 
that counts. We were shown Mandela’s cell 
(just like any other cell), the bush in which 
he hid pages of his Long Walk to Freedom 
manuscript and were able to do the ‘long 
walk’ ourselves (actually not that long). It 
was very poignant and incredible to think 
that all this happened within my lifetime. 
It’s crazy to think Apartheid was still in 
place in the 1990s. Robben Island prison 
closed in 1996, shortly thereafter becom-
ing a museum and heritage site. We were 
becoming to understand more than ever the 
complicated history of South Africa. 

Next up was a day trip round Cape Point, 
covering Table Mountain National Park, 
The Cape of Good Hope and the pen-
guin colony at Boulder’s Beach in Simon’s 
Town. On this trip we encountered wild 
baboons, antelopes and ostriches in pass-
ing, and hiked from the lighthouse at the 
Cape of Good Hope down to the most 
south-westerly point on the African conti-
nent, traditionally thought of as the point 
where the Indian and Atlantic oceans meet. 
Nowadays, modern geographic knowledge 

puts this about 150 km to the east. It’s been a dangerous place for sailors over the 
years, with many thousands of shipwrecks lying on the seabed around the cape. 

And then finally it was wedding day! It turns out the wedding was pretty much 
like any wedding we would have here. There was a church service first, followed 
by canapes and drinks in the church hall and then the reception in the old public 
library in Cape Town city centre, which we hadn’t really been in up to this point. 
There was food, cake, dancing and laughter, and I even tried my hand at a Zulu 
dance (hopefully not captured on film anywhere). Being aware we had to get up 
quite early the next morning to hike up Table Mountain (it was the only day we 
could get a guide booked to take us up), we decided to call it a night at about 
11pm and caught the tail end of the minstrel parade through the city.

‘Kaapse klopse’ or the Cape Town Minstrel Carnival is traditionally held on 
2 January every year, but this year they changed it to 4 January (causing a lot 
of stress to the wedding organisers as lots of streets in the city are completely 
shut down for 24 hours). The 
event dates back to the 19th 
century, when it was the only 
day off granted to slaves. It is 
also supposed to have ties to 
the minstrel entertainers who 
stopped off in Cape Town on 
huge American ocean liners 
over 100 years ago. It’s a huge 
event every year, when 10,000 
people take part and even 
more thousands camp out for 
days before to get the best 
spot to watch. The costumes 
are spectacular and the march 
lasts for many hours. 

After not much sleep and 
waking up to the only rain 
we saw the entire stay, we 
headed off to meet our guide 
at Table Mountain. There is 
a cable car that you can take 
up and down in only three 
minutes but we had decided 
we wanted to see the ‘real’ 

after intensive deliberation over a 
cocktail or two we decided to go 
for it. How bad could it be? Bad! 
But in a good way. It was actually 
hilarious trying to move around 
the vessel vertically; in fact, about 
10 minutes in all 20 or so of us 
were crawling around on all fours 
to get the Instagram-worthy NYE 
sunset photos. We also got abso-
lutely soaked right down to our 
underwear! In the end it got so 
windy we were all ushered inside. 
Not what we had expected but 
a good laugh was had, and after 
a quick change we headed off 
to the party and brought in the 
new year watching a very impres-
sive fireworks display over Cape 
Town harbour. We were in 2020 
two hours before our friends and 
family back in Scotland; a strange 
thought. 

For New Year’s day (it was still 
really difficult to get our heads 
around this; we kept thinking it 
was the middle of July), we had 
pre-booked afternoon tea at the famous 
Mount Nelson hotel, where we enjoyed a 
glass of bubbly, finger sandwiches, scones 
and desserts. After this we headed down 
to the Victoria & Alfred Waterfront, a tour-
ist hotspot in the city. Before you correct 
me, it is indeed ‘Alfred’ and not ‘Albert’. 
Alfred was one of Queen Victoria’s sons 
and he built the waterfront in honour of 
his mother. Along with the Mount Nelson 
hotel, the V&A has retained a lot of its 
colonial features. It’s undergone extensive 
development and is bursting with cafes, 
restaurants and bars, as well as the biggest 
shopping mall I’ve ever been in and a huge 
Ferris wheel like the London Eye. It’s also 
the gateway to Robben Island, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, and where Nelson 
Mandela served most of his time as a politi-
cal prisoner.

On 2 January we headed over to the island. 
If you are ever going, you should definitely 
pre-book tickets—at 8.30am the queue was 
already a mile long and we were thankful 
we had pre-bought tickets. The 30-minute 
ferry journey over to island, situated about 
7 km out at sea, was pleasant enough 
(it was horrendously choppy on the way 
back), with great views of Table Mountain 
leaving the harbour (mind you, you pretty 
much see the mountain wherever you are 
in Cape Town). We were met by buses and 
guides, who took us on a tour of the island, 
stopping off at a café and viewpoint, before 
being dropped off at the prison, where we 
were met by a second guide. This second 
guide took us round the prison, even lock-
ing us in a cell for dramatic effect. It was 
only then he revealed that he was actually 
an ex-prisoner (he was a freedom fighter 
against Apartheid) and now volunteered 

Visiting Robben Island

At the wedding! 
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mountain, and so our Cape 
Malayan guide Fatima took 
us up the Platteklip Gorge 
route in thick mist. While we 
were initially disappointed 
at the lack of views, quite 
quickly we were glad not to 
have the sun beating down 
on us. It was a steep hike 
on rough terrain and I think 
any extra elements such as 
the sun would have finished 
me off! There was plenty to 
look at besides views and 
the fog provided an inter-
esting atmosphere. We saw 
many species of plant only 
found on Table Mountain 
(did you know there are 
more species of plant on the 
top of Table Mountain than 
there are in the entire UK?), 
as well as interesting crea-
tures called dassies…like a 
large rat without a tail (or 
a fat squirrel if you’re being 
kind)! At the top our guide 

treated us to some very strong black coffee (another thing Capetonians take 
very seriously) and her homemade koe’sisters—a traditional Cape Malay pas-
try deep fried and rolled in desiccated coconut. So good! Here we said goodbye 
to Fatima and after quickly giving up any hope of seeing any views that day, 
we had a short wander around the flat top and then took the cable car down. If 
you are interested in following Fatima’s hikes in Cape Town’s mountains you 
can follow her on Instagram and I would highly recommend booking her for a 
guided hike if you are in the area (@fats_on_a_mountain). 

As if that wasn’t enough, that afternoon Josh had organised for a group of the 
wedding guests to go to a Cape Town City soccer match at the huge stadium 
just out the back of our apartment. Can you believe we paid the huge sum 
of 20 Rand each for our tickets, approximately £1.07, to see a Premier Soccer 
League match?! I pay three times that to see Back FC at Upper Coll! The 
55,000-seater stadium only had about 3000 (and that’s being generous) specta-
tors, which was a real shame, but thankfully the Cape Town team won, lifting 
them off the bottom of the table. The super-modern stadium was built for the 
2010 World Cup and has been largely under-utilised since then. However, 
recently it was agreed after prolonged debate that they are going to move the 
Springboks from their historic rugby ground at Newlands to this newer facility. 

 Mandela Park a large informal settlement in 
the Hout Bay area

What more could we cram in? We couldn’t 
travel all the way to South Africa without 
going on a safari! So with two days left of 
our holiday, we went on a 2-hour drive to 
the Aquila reserve in Touwsrivier where we 
then went on a quad bike safari around the 
10,000 hectare reserve. It was totally worth 
the 5.30 am start! We got up close to zebras, 
giraffes and wildebeest, and pretty close to 
the elephants and rhino, although the guide 
wasn’t keen on letting us disturb these giants 
too much in case of any accidents. It was pretty 
special seeing all these animals roaming in 
their natural habitat. They looked extremely 
well cared for, with most getting supplemental 
feeding at the moment due to the drought cur-
rently being experienced in southern Africa. 
There isn’t enough grass growing for them all. 
Although Cape Town is no longer officially in 
a drought, the city council is trying to encour-
age adoption of the habits put in place when 
they were in a drought last year. So no running 
taps when brushing teeth, quick showers and 
only flushing toilets when really necessary. 

And then it was pretty much over. When 
travelling back to Edinburgh we realised we 
had just been in four countries in less than 16 
hours, having had to go through Paris and 
Amsterdam on our way back to Scotland. An 
impressive feat! 

What didn’t we do? We managed to cram an 
impressive amount into 10 days, while still 
enjoying ‘chill’ time and plenty excellent food 
(and many, many cocktails). I didn’t in the end 
try paragliding of Signal Hill…I was this close 
after watching them do it morning after morn-
ing while eating my breakfast; we also didn’t 
manage to visit the historic Constantia wine 
region or try out the Franschhoek wine tram (a 
tram takes you to wine and then you get back 
on the tram and it takes you to more wine). We 
also didn’t manage to do many contemporary 
cultural things like visiting museums, mostly 

Ingredients
 1 egg
 3 tbps sugar
 1 tbsp margarine/butter
 500 g plain flour 
 1 heaped tbsp cinnamon
 1 heaped tbsp ground ginger
 1/3 tsp finely grated cardamom
 1 packet instant yeast
 250 ml boiling water
 250 ml milk

For the syrup:
 1 cup caster sugar
 1 cup water
 1 cinnamon stick 
 2 cardamon pods
 Dessicated coconut for rolling
 Oil for deep frying

South African Recipe -  Fatima's Koe'sisters

Method

Mix the egg, sugar and butter together. Add the dry ingredients to the beaten mixture 
and combine until a crumbly texture is obtained. 

Mix the milk and water together and add to the crumbly dry mixture. Mix by hand 
until a smooth dough is obtained. Dough should be sticky but manageable.

Cover and let rise for an hour. Once risen, moisten hands with oil and roll the dough 
into a sausage shape and cut into 2cm slices. Set aside to rise again for 15–30 mins.

Lightly stretch the slices to form an oval shape and deep fry in medium hot oil until 
brown. You are looking for a dark brown but not burnt. Turn in the oil to allow col-
our to form on both sides.  Remove from the oil with a slotted spoon and let drain on 
paper towel. 

For the syrup, place all the ingredients in a large pan and bring to the boil, stirring to 
ensure sugar doesn’t burn. Stir until the sugar syrup becomes slightly sticky. Dip the 
koesisters in it for a few seconds, and remove with a slotted soon. Roll the koe'sisters 
in the dessicated coconut at once. Serve warm with hot tea or coffee.

Continued on p17 below Bowls.
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It is early in the season yet to predict who will be the champion this year, 
but it is safe to say it will be one of the early front runners. However, as 
the season progresses this could change. There is quite a margin between 
positions one and ten, so we look forward to an exciting competition.

Breacan Trophy 

This competition is always played on Boxing Day, but because of with-
drawals the order of play had to be altered meaning that eleven teams 
played instead of twelve, but that did not cause too much of a problem. 
Each team played four games, with the top two teams going through to 
the final. 

After a few games four or five teams were in with a chance before our 
lunch, the traditional fare or salt mackerel and potatoes. We give special 
thanks to Calum Iain who provided and cooked the food, which everyone 
enjoyed…a change from the usual turkey!

The second half of the competition got under way and at the end it 
was team A (James MacLeod and Dan Macmillan) and team B (Kenny 
MacLeod and Peter O’Donnell) that qualified for the final.

From the start team A was in command and after completing the six ends, 
they won comfortably by nine shots to three. In trying to convert a losing 
end team B gave away three shots. A great day was had and some good bowling was witnessed by everyone. The mats 
were rolled and stored, and then we all went see Chrissie present the trophy to the winners. 

After the formalities were over we all enjoyed the patter and the musical talent of Willie MacDonald. supplemented by 
a dram or two. What a good way to celebrate Boxing Day.

D.A. Stewart   

Bowls Bulletin

James Macleod and Dan Macmillan  
being presented with the Breacan trophy

Congratulations 
to Malcolm 
Macleod (Malky), 
winner of the 
Stornoway 
Bowling Club 
Championship 
2019.

Stornoway Bowls Champion

1  James Macleod

2  Peter O'Donnell

3  Mark Macdonald

4  Malky Macleod

5  Bob Ferguson

6  Nigel Powers

7  B. Nelson

8  Terry Condie

9  Rob Macdonald

10  Calum Maclean

Bowls League Table
Top 10 as of 9 January 2020

because of the time of year—we wanted to be outside in the sun. 

Although we only saw a small corner of it, South Africa is 
a beautiful country with a complex history. The people are 
friendly and welcoming, but one must be aware of the social 
issues that remain and it’s very different to the country in 
which we live in many respects. There is a huge disparity 

of wealth as seen from the minute you leave the airport and 
see the huge informal settlement that follows the freeway 
and then arrive in an ‘upmarket’ area of the same city to 
see Lamborghinis and Ferraris passing your door every two 
minutes. If anyone is interested in visiting, we would highly 
recommend it and feel free to get in touch with either of us 
for tips and advice at any time. 

See p. 29 for more photos.
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MURDO MACKAY PLANT HIRE

Access Roads, Site Clearances, 
Foundations, Drainage,

Landscaping Etc…

22 Coll, Back, Isle of Lewis

Tel: 01851820687

Mob: 07733067524
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The well-attended Back FRC annual 
dinner and awards ceremony was 
held on 28 December 2019 at the 
Caladh Hotel. After enjoying a good 
selection of food, Duncan (Suggan) 
Maclean proceeded to thank every-
one involved in the club, especially 
those who have served for many 
years. He stressed the importance of 
having new members on the commit-
tee, and thanked the women for their 
commitment in providing refresh-
ments at all the home games. Duncan 
also thanked those who sponsor the 
club—their sponsorship is vital to the 
club in providing football strips and 
more for all the age groups. He congratulated the senior team management 
for the improvements the team has made, in particular winning the Eilean an 
Fhraoich cup and achieving a better league position. We can look forward to the 
forthcoming season with optimism.

On the night, Campbell Macdonald was named Players’ Player of the Year; 
Stevie Mutch was named Manager’s Player of the Year and U21 Player of the 
Year; Euan Anderson was confirmed as top goal scorer, receiving the club’s gold-
en boot award, and Ross (Hobbit) Maciver was voted the most improved player. 

The managers of the U18 team were congratulated for again winning the treble, 
as were those who managed the U15 team. These volunteers are to be admired 
for their commitment, as should the players be for their enthusiasm.

We hope that all the Back FC teams will have similar successes in the 2020 
season. 

D.A. Stewart (all photos courtesy Mairi Maciver)

Back FC 
Annual Awards

 Ross Hall and Honorary President Calum 
Graham (Duff) with the Eilean an Fhraoich trophy

Just a few days later Stevie 
Mutch was also voted the Lewis 
and Harris Football Association’s 
U21 player of the year as well.

What a year this young player 
has had! Well done Stevie. 

Top Award for 
Stevie

Euan Anderson and his proud dad Iain  
with his golden boots

Stevie Mutch, Manager's  Player of the 
Year 

Campbell Macdonald,  
Players' Player of the Year
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 HiC
HOME improvement CENTRE

Kitchens  Powertools  Handtools  Ironmongery  Paint
Plaster Products  Fireparts  Timber  Household Tiles

Electrical/Plumbing Spares

01851 703646
Fax: 01851 702537

20 Bells Road, Stornoway
Mon - Fri 8am - 5:30pm, Sat 9am - 5pm GIFT VOUCHERS

22 Francis Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2NB

RMk
tel: 01851 704949
www.rmkgroup.co.uk

● Insurance Brokers

● Business & Personal

● Excellent Service
ADVICE
YOU CAN
TRUST

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE 
LOCH A TUATH NEWS

 AN IDEAL GIFT
To give a year’s subscription (10 issues) to a friend 
(UK only), or for yourself, complete the tear-off slip 
and send it with a cheque payable to LATN or cash 
for £33.50 (or £20 for email) to Laura Burns, 29 
Back, Isle of Lewis, HS2 0LQ.

Email: lauragraham_92@hotmail.co.uk

A reminder will be sent 2 months before renewal is due.

International rates on application

Please Print
Name_______________________________________
Delivery Address
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
Post Code___________________________________
Email address (for PDF copies)
____________________________________________
I enclose £33.50  or £20 for PDF 
Signed_____________________ Date____________
Subscriber’s Name & Address and Email
____________________________________________
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On Friday 17 January 2020, Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac 
welcomed a large crowd, on a wild night, to their first talk of 
the decade. Iain Mackinnon, one of the Comann’s members 
gave a fascinating talk on Aspects of the Religious History of 
Back. CEBac would like to thank Back Free Church for their 
hospitality in allowing us to host the event in the church hall. 

Those who were at the launch of Gaisgich Sgìre a’ Bhac will 
remember the portraits of the local men who were lost on 
HMY Iolaire. Margaret Ferguson, who painted the portraits 
kindly gave permission for us to display these. Until all the 
portraits have a suitable permanent home, Margaret has lent 
them to the relevant historical societies to be displayed. The 
Back portraits, with some biographical detail of the subjects, 
are on display in North Tolsta, in the care of the North Tolsta 
Historical Society. If you would like to see them, please 
phone 01851890345 or 01851890258, or email annatolsta4@
gmail.com to make an appointment.

We now look forward to Eilidh Mackenzie, formerly of 
Gress, who is our speaker on 7 February. Eilidh’s talk, 
Sealladh bhon a’ Bheing will have a musical/singing theme. 

Then, on 6 March, Tom Maciver will 
look back on community drama in the 
area. Variety is the spice of life! Everyone 
is very welcome to attend.

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac
9 Broadbay View

Back
Isle of Lewis

HS2 0LA

Email: info@cebac.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ComannEBac/

Twitter: @cEBac_org
Website: https://cebac.org/

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac SCIO (Back Historical 
Society, CEBac) is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated 

Organisation (SCIO), SC049033, regulated by the Scottish 
Charity Regulator (OSCR).

Comann Eachdraidh Sgìre a’ Bhac – Back Historical 
Society December 2019 Update

Happy New Year to all in the Back Community Council Area 
we wish Health and Happiness to all at the beginning of this 
new decade.

February is a busy month for the Community Council. Our 
first event was defibrillator training in the Coll Centre on 
Saturday 1 February 2020. This was again provided by a 
team from Lucky2BHere. This is very worthwhile training 
and covers not just cardiac arrest and use of the defibrilla-
tors, which are available in a number of places in the district 
and throughout the Islands, but also care of the unconscious 
person and other first aid measures.

On Saturday 8 February the Senior Citizen’s Dinner in Eleven 
Restaurant at the Caladh Inn will be held. There will be some 
entertainment following the dinner and all Senior Citizens 
are very warmly invited to attend. If you do plan to attend 
please contact Margaret-Ann on 820646 or 07748 386990 and 
if you require transport we will try and arrange this. The 
Community Council look forward to seeing as many as pos-
sible at this event which is a chance to catch up with friends 
and neighbours from around the area.

The next meeting of the Community Council will take place 
on Tuesday 11 February in the Community Hut at 7pm and 
all members of the community are welcome to attend.

Back Community Council Update - February 2020

Representatives from Macmillan Cancer Support 
are pictured receiving a cheque for £1958.56 from 
Serenity Hair & Beauty, who held a very success-
ful blow-dry and massage fundraiser in aid of the 
charity in September. Proprietor Lynne Maciver said 
‘We were so shocked about the turn out as we had 
already done this event a few years ago, and we 
thought it wouldn't have been as busy as then. But 
we were wrong. People from all over came and put 
money into the pot without even getting their hair 
or a massage done. It just shows how Macmillan 
Cancer Support touches so many people. We had 
a brilliant day. We must put a special thank you to 
those who came to help us out with tea, coffee and 
baking, serving and on the raffles. Also a huge thank you to all the companies 
that kindly donated amazing prizes for our raffle. Without their help, the day wouldn't have been so successful’.

Blown Away by
Fundraising Success

Macmillan receiving their cheque from Serenity 
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MACLEOD & MACLEOD - BUTCHERS
17 CHURCH STREET, STORNOWAY

TELEPHONE: 01851 70 3384
45 WESTVIEW TERR. SHOP TEL: 01851 70 5242

QUALITY PRODUCTS
FROM A BUTCHER

OF QUALITY

MACLEOD & MACLEOD'S
ORIGINAL

STORNOWAY BLACK PUDDING
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My name is Caitlin Drake and I currently live in a suburb 
outside of Toronto in Canada. I recently graduated from 
the Ontario College of Art and Design (OCAD) University 
with a BA in Graphic Design. I currently work a variety 
of jobs ranging from brand design to photography to 
customer service, all while travelling here, there and eve-
rywhere. 

One of the greatest things about Canada is its four distinct 
seasons, with scorching hot summers filled with days at 
the beach and evenings at the local drive-in movie thea-
tre, to snow covered winters filled with skiing, ice hockey 
and sledding, and a colourful autumn in between filled 
with hikes, pumpkin patches and apple picking.

I moved to Canada in 2004, and before that I was liv-
ing at 7 Upper Coll and attending Sgoil a' Bhac. I wish 
I could still speak Gaelic, but moving to Canada and 
having to learn French made me awful at speaking both 
languages. I remember the uniforms, participating in the 
Mòd and watching Atlantis: The Lost Empire at school for 
a movie night. I also remember associating the seasons 
with what had to be done with the sheep, not needing 
to lock the doors, walking into anyone’s home and being 
welcomed with a snack or a cup of tea, collecting money 
for Halloween parties instead of candy, and the biggest 

sense of community where you can trust everyone.

I try to visit every two years if I can, and I hope to maybe 
even move back here full-time one day. I most recently 
visited my Upper Coll family for a few weeks in October. 
The Isle of Lewis truly motivates me and my photography, 
as there is beauty everywhere you look. Every time I come 
back, I feel as if I am truly home, and it will always be my 
true home.

Yours sincerely
Caitlin Drake

Letter from Afar

Caitlin’s current home, Toronto. 

 Caitlin (top right) during her Sgoil a’ Bhac days.
Back, L–R: Maureen Macritchie, Jack Macritchie, Rhys  

Macritchie, Katie Ann Macritchie, Dollan Macritchie, Lewis 
Macritchie, David Macritchie. Front, L–R: Hamish Macritchie, 

Margaret Macritchie, Caitlin Drake

The ladies of Back 
Free Church's WfM 
(Women for Mission) 
had a lovely even-
ing in December 
wrapping gifts for 
Befriending Lewis 
and Hebrides 
Alpha (Supported 
Accommodation). 
The packages and 
monetary gifts were 
presented to Melanie 
Mackay and Shona 
Macleod, representing 
the two organisations.

Women for Mission
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Clockwise from top left:
Mrs Campbell and granddaughter Joan 
Macdonald 24 Upper Coll (Seonag Toss)
At the peats c. 1960.L–R: Murdag Ferguson 
(15 Gress), Donald Macaulay (Dòmhnall 
Aonghais Duibh; Gress) Dolina Campbell 
(26 Gress)
Murdo Dan Macleod (left; 4 Broadbay 
View) and Norman (Normanna) Coll (right) 
outside at Broadbay View. 
Alick Angus Graham 19 Upper Coll and 
Catriona Bhruce 13 Upper Coll circa 1953
Anna Thiugs to the far right (Marine 
Hotel staff, Rosemarkie, 1939)
Ivor Stewart 34 Upper Coll

More on p 31  
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Political Meeting
In contrast to the disgraceful behaviour 
of some persons in the Town Hall when 
Mr Sinclair, the Liberal candidate, was 
speaking, or attempting to speak, Mr 
Macmillan, the Labour candidate, had a 
good orderly hearing at the Back School 
last Friday. There were no metaphorical 
man-eaters present and Mr Macmillan 
had a comparatively easy time of it.

The writer, being indisposed, was not 
present at the meeting so that he can 
elaborate, but can add with pride that 
intolerance—that evil that is steadily and 
ominously seeping through our national 
life—was not at all in evidence at the 
Back meeting.

Home from Detroit
Visiting Back recently was Capt Donald 
Macrae of the Detroit and Cleveland 
Shipping Lines of which Company he is 
the senior Captain, his present command 
being the “City of Detroit” the com-
pany’s largest and newest vessel.

This visit of six weeks duration is his 
first in 36 years and we are proud to 
observe that one of our local “boys” has, 
through sheer hard work, perseverance 

and singleness of purpose, risen to the 
highest rung in the ladder.

He was born and bred at Bual a Bhac, but 
for some time before emigrating to the 
USA had lived at Catherine Hill, Vatisker. 
Mrs Macrae (nee Peggy Maclennan of 
Inner Coll) resides with two sons and two 
daughters at Detroit.

Capt Macrae resided during his stay at 
Back with Mr and Mrs Maciver at 48 
Back, and alternately with Mrs Macleod 
and family at 16 Upper Coll, these being 
the households of his sisters Peigi and 
Annie.

A man of untiring energy and diligence, 
Capt Macrae has daily visited relatives, 
friends and sick persons near and far and 
now that he has gone to answer the call 
of duty we shall most sincerely miss his 
kind, genial, unassuming company and 
shall remember for many a day a gentle-
man of true Christian principles, obvious 
sincerity and integrity of the highest 
order.

In parting, we will wish him God speed 
and a happy reunion with his loved ones 
across the sea.

Obituary
We deeply regret to record the death last 
week of Mrs Henrietta Mackay, 53 Back, 
at the age of 72 after a lingering illness 
of several years duration.The late Mrs 
Mackay had suffered much both mentally 
and physically, having lost two sons on 
active service in the early part of the late 
war. War again took its awful toll when 
her eldest daughter was widowed in her 
youth shortly afterwards.

She was predeceased also by her hus-
band, Kenneth, who died suddenly in 
June, 1946 while at normal work locally. 
She bore her grievous and bitter losses 
with wonderful resignation and courage, 
always tried (obviously with deep inner 
sadness) to have a cheery word for eve-
ryone and her kindness and spontaneous 
generosity were both real and evident. 
She is survived by Donald at present in 
the Merchant Service, Neil and Mary at 
home and her widowed daughter, Mary 
Ann Morrison who normally resides at 
10 Coll.

We extend our sincere and deep sym-
pathy to the bereaved in their sad and 
irreparable loss.

Back in Time February 1950

It’s the beginning of the year and it 
can be hard to feel inspired about 
nature. Apart from being out check-
ing and feeding the livestock, the 
temptation is to stay indoors, light 
the fire and brew another pot of tea, 
and then dream of warmer brighter 
days. However, there is something I 
can recommend to hasten the warm-
er months: plant sweet pea seeds! 
What can be better than a bunch of 
these delightful flowers in a vase. You 
get colour and that intense perfume. 
Forget your nasty air fresheners; 
these little beauties have it all. Now I 
admit I am an addict and grow quite 
a few…so many in fact that I have at 
least two bunches in the house from 
June through to November. They are 
easy to grow and you don’t even need 
to dig over the ground. I sow seeds 
now. They like a long root run so in 
the spirit of re-cycling I use toilet roll 
tubes that I save through the year, 
place these upright in a mushroom 

tray and fill each with com-
post. Place two seeds in 
each tube, water and sit on 
the windowsill (the seeds 
not you). In no time you 
will get the bright green 
shoots. Keep watering and 
pinch out once they get a 
bit leggy. In early June I 
plant out into largeish tubs. 
You just lift the toilet roll 
tube and plant that. There 
is no root disturbance, and 
the tube slowly rots and 
disappears. With a wigwag of canes or willow cuttings they climb away with just 
the odd tie to help start them off. They do like a lot of potassium and you can buy 
a special feed; however, I save banana skins in a plastic box in the fridge, scatter a 
couple in the pot and top up with soil. I swear it gives me better blooms. I love to 
have a pot by the door, so I get that wonderful perfume as I come and go. The best 
thing is once they start to flower you need to keep picking for more flowers, bliss. 
When buying seeds look for the perfume sign, as many have bigger flowers but 
they sacrifice scent. You can now buy mixed seeds for a range of colours. Go on; 
they are well worth a try. Plant up and dream of that wafting perfume on a warm 
summer evening.

C.H.

Nature’s Diary

Sweet peas 
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Alasdair Allan MSP
Constituency Office

20 Kenneth Street
Stornoway

Isle of Lewis
HS1 2DR

Tel 01851 70 0357
Fax 01851 70 1767

Angus B MacNeil MP

Available for surgeries
All enquiries welcome

Constituency Office
31 Bayhead Street

Stornoway
Isle of Lewis

HS1 2DU

Tel 01851 702272

E-Mail. angus.macneil.mp@parliament.uk
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I recently gave a talk at An Lanntair’s Artist’s Gathering about 
why I might not be an artist. I have a perception of what an artist 
and their life looks like and I don’t quite seem to fit. 

I originally moved to Lewis to begin my teaching career at the 
Nicolson. It was my first trip to the Western Isles (I’m an east 
coaster through and through). I rented a house in Laxdale and 
almost immediately the island just clicked with me: place and 
people. When I was offered a permanent position I began to look 
for a house of my own. The little cottage I found in Aird Tong 
(formerly owned by a Mrs Finlayson) was perfect for my needs. 
A collie dog called Ketchup completed the picture. 

Alongside teaching English, I helped set up a Media Studies 
department in the school. I’d always loved photography, film and 
design, and studied these at Melbourne University, so getting the 
opportunity to teach the subject to young people was amazing. 

After six years (aware of itchy-feet syndrome), I applied to take 
a year out of teaching to explore the media industry with a view 
to taking my experience back into the classroom. After one year 
away, I was having way too much fun to return. I worked in film 
and television (even on Strictly Come Dancing!) making docu-
mentaries and drama. But I was never too far from Lewis. I sup-
plemented my income with design, branding and photography 
for ByRosie—a company then based on the island. This meant 
regular returns to Lewis for photo shoots. I loved the variety and 
challenge of all this different work. 

In my five years off the island, I worked in Manchester, Liverpool, 
London, Birmingham and Glasgow, as well as filming in some of 
the more remote parts of the country. Everywhere I went I (very 
probably) bored people with tales of my island home. And every-
where I went, I could not find a better place to live. 

By 2016, I was working for BBC Children’s Development in 
Glasgow. It was a brilliant job because I could use all my crea-
tive skills in writing, editing, branding and design. However, the 
contract came to an end and I unexpectedly found myself back in 
Lewis, working for ByRosie again, but with no job to return to and 
my tenant about to leave. My little cottage needed a lot of work by 

this stage, so I extended my stay to get it back into order. 

The problem: the longer I stayed, the less I wanted to leave. 

You see, I believed that I couldn’t marry the work I love with the 
place I love. I thought I had to choose one or the other. One day, I 
was walking on the ‘secret’ beach by Coll in the bright blue sum-
mer sunshine and I found myself repeating over and over: ‘I want 
to stay.’ The place won out over the work. 

The amazing thing is—since making that commitment to stay—
job after job, doing just what I love, has come my way. I com-
pleted my work for ByRosie and have designed websites for 
other clients—from Island Darkroom and Hebrides Mountain 
Rescue Team to Sundown Cottages and Stornoway Bid. I’ve pho-
tographed weddings, events and properties. I was even snapped 
up by the Harris Tweed Authority to run their social media and 
design needs for maternity cover. They must like what I do, 
because they asked me to stay—and my most recent work with 
them is developing a redesign of their website. In the meantime, 
I still do design for my old colleagues at the BBC. And I am 
currently working with Kirstie Anderson of Hebrides Health & 
Wellbeing on the branding for her new studio at Sandwick. 

Where is the art in all this? Good question. I feel most like an art-
ist when I am wandering about with a camera, finding the world 
through the frame. You can see my photos in some of the Harris 
Tweed Authority’s output, but many of my images do not have a 
home yet. Most recently, I took my camera with me on a trip to 
Arizona and trying to find images that belonged to me in a place 
so camera-covered was a challenge.

What does the future hold? There is talk of an exhibition, but in 
the meantime, I have logos to finish, websites to design, social 
media posts to prepare and briefs to meet—all from a little cottage 
in Aird Tong, Isle of Lewis. 

Alison Johnston

al@hello-encompass.com
www.hello-encompass.com

See p. 29 for for colour pictures of Alison's work.

Artist in Residence: Alison Johnston

Millie lives with Norman and Karina 
Matheson. She loves being outside and 

long walks on the beach chasing a ball 

Trixie is from Aird Tong and belongs to 
 Margaret and Conn Maciver

 Leo the cockapoo is 18 months old and 
lives with Shaun and Rona in Aird Tong
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Colour match for Harris Tweed  
Authority

Raising Arizona Monument 
Valley 

Artist in 
Residence

 By Rosie collection and logo

 View of Cape Town from Robben Island ferry

V&A  
Waterfront

South Af rica

 On the wine trail
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S.T.S.
STORNOWAY TAXI  AND COURIERS

24 Hour Service Guaranteed

70 4444

Airport, Ferry, Contracts, Tours

Claire Whyman BSc MCOptom

OPTOMETRIST

NHS Eye Exams  ●  Spectacles  ●  Contact Lenses
6 North Beach, Stornoway                 700808
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meals and hot water as a 
result. The cost was our 
own labour. We all had 
our few sheep and a cow, 
which provided milk and 
meat. We planted our own 
potatoes in large quanti-
ties, enough for ourselves 
to eat, to provide seed for 
the next year and some for 
the animals. We also had 
oats and clover or natu-
ral grass for them too. I 
remember hand harrow-
ing the newly seeded corn 
field and making the sheaves (bad) and stooks (adag) and the stack in the 
iodhlain…and the fun of chasing the mice when we started taking it in 
during the winter.   

Of course we had vans—Liptons, the Co-op, Aonghas a’Bhilich, Dougie, 
an Creagan and Angie Og—for the rest of our supplies.

We didn’t need much money. Just as well. We didn’t have it. 

I saw the end of Loch a’ Tuath providing a livelihood for families, not as a 
pastime, but as the means of providing them with their income. It is good 
to see it used for leisure purposes now, but it is not the same. 

The way of life has, indeed, changed. We have moved from community 
living where we all worked with one another to one where we all look out 
for ourselves; from a community where we were in and out of each other’s 

houses with no invitation or forewarning, 
just for a ceilidh, to one where that 
happens very seldom, and one where 
one is not sure it is welcome.

As we enter the ‘twenties’ I have the 
same access to the rest of the world 
at the touch of a button the smartest 
person in London or New York has. 
Their world is our children’s world. 

We have the privilege of living in a 
pleasant place without many of the 
troubles of many parts of our world 
but the more that world becomes 
our world, through the means of 
modern technology, we are left to 
wonder if this new world, which 
has replaced the old one, is really an 
improvement. 

We are where we are. King Canute 
couldn’t turn the tide. Neither can 
I…but I can’t help wondering…is 
there anywhere I can go for a ceilidh 
tonight? 

Here we are already into the third decade 
of the twenty-first century. It has taken 
some of us a long time to get used to 
saying we are in the twenty-first century 
rather than the twentieth, which we had 
been so familiar with. 

We remember thinking how ancient we 
would be by the end of the twentieth 
century, and here we are still not feeling 
what we thought ancient people should 
feel like.  We look in the mirror and 
the wrinkles and the occasional sagging 
bits that reflect the reality of the body 
don’t reflect the young person still inside. 
Where once there was the certainty of 
youth now sit the uncertainties brought 
about by experience and the passage of 
years.

When we reflect upon the place and the 
people, we now have to accept that while 
strongly felt beliefs and faith remain the 
same, everything else, apart from the 
moor, rivers and landscape has changed. 

The people most of my generation grew 
up with are gone. The way of life has 
gone. We all used to cut our own peat 
and had winter fuel, warm houses, hot 

Coinneach aig Baile

Donald Martin 58 Lighthill 

 Alistair Campbell (Tuxy's 
brother), 8 Vatisker
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 Kirkibost fishing trip mid-to-late 1990s on Gordon Macrae’s boat

Back, L–R: Neil Graham, Mark Macdonald, DA Stewart (Cab), Iain Nicolson 
(Prickles), Alec John Macdonald, Norman Martin, John (Piseag) Macdonald.

Front, L–R: John Norman Macleod, Donald Smith (Bulldog), Willie Macdonald 
(wee Willie), Duncan (Suggan) Maclean.

Missing from photo (perhaps the photogra-
pher?!) is Calum Iain Macdonald.

Sixth Year Dinner Dance 2019

The grown-up Gaidhlig  
class from Sgoil a’ Bhac.

L–R: Euan Anderson, Andrew 
Ferguson, Mairi Macrae, 

Calum Maclennan, Hannah 
Macleod and Sandy Morrison.

Photo courtesy M Mac 
Photography.

Murdo Mackay (Digger) and 
Kenny (Taxi) at a Caber wedding 

in the 1970s 

 Special Friends.
Pictured leaving for their sixth-year dinner dance are 
three Rudhachs, all with Back connections. From left to 
right are Anna MacTaggart, grandaughter of Mairead 
Anna Sheorais a' Bheideanaich and Hamish (Lighthill and 
Islay); Laura Macleod, grandaughter of Dolina and Iain 
(Lobo) Back; and Allison Mackay grandaughter of Willie 
(Basher) and Ishbel Outend Coll. All three girls attended 
Croileagan an Rubha together before starting GME at 
Bun Sgoil na H-Airde, and still remain the best of friends.


